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PREFACE. 


The Faerie Queene is here reproduced from the text edited by Mr. J. C. 
Smith and published by the Clarendon Press in 1909 ; the text of Spenser’s 
Minor Poems j save for the correction of a few errors, follows my edition 
of 1910. To the poems has been added the Correspondence of Spenser 
and Harvey, printed from the original editions of 1580. The Glossary 
has been compiled by Mr. H. Alexander, 

I have prefixed to the volume a biographical and critical essay. My 
excuse is that of late years the poetry of Spenser has occupied far less 
attention than is warranted either by its own intrinsic beauty or by its 
importance as a vital influence upon the development of our literature. 
Since the publication in 1884 of Grosart’s Life of Spenser little has been 
written in England cither to advance our knowledge or to increase our 
appreciation of his life and work ; and 1 gladly recognize the debt owed 
by me, as by all students of Spenser, to the valuable researches of American 
scholars, in particular of Mr. R. A. Neil Dodge, Mr. E. A. Greenlaw, 
and Mr. P. Long. A full interpretation of his genius, worthy of its theme, 
is yet to be written. 

I wish to record my thanks to Mr. J. C. Smith for reading the proofs 
of my essay, and to acknowledge my debt to my friend Miss Darbisbirc 
of SomervillCvCollege for many suggestions made in the course of its 
composition, 

E DE SELINCOURT 

Grasmere, 

Sep. 1912, 
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INTRODUCTION. 

Of Spcnscr^s life something may be learned from official documents 
and from the writings of his contemporaries, but the most valuable 
information is to be found in his poetry. The art of an idealist is in 
a peculiar sense the expression of his mind and character, and of his 
relation with the world about him ; and along with this intimate though 
often intangible autobiography Spenser has incidentally recorded some 
details capable of more definite interpretation. From a sonnet written 
in 1 593, Ac year of his courtship, a year which, he tells ua, seems longer 
Than al those fourty that my hfe outwent, 

%re conjecture that he was born about 1552 ; from the 
where he speaks of 

mery London, my most kindly nurse, 

That to me gave this lifers first native sourse ; 

Though from another place I take my name, 

An hotise of aunrcient fanse, 

we learn that he was born in London, but that his parents were not 
Londoners. The ‘ house of auncient fame * with which he was connected 
was the Spencers of Althorpc, Northampton. Of three of the daughters 
of Sir John Spencer he hymns the praises in Coltn Clouts Comr Homr 
jlgatn^^znd to each of them he dedicated one of his minor poems, claiming 
a relationship with them that they seem gladly to have acknowledged. 

His mother's name, he tells us, was Elizabeth ; his father has been 
identified with one John Spenser, a gentleman by birth, and a member 
of the clan of Spensers whose home was in the Pendleton district of 
north-east Lancashire. But John Spenser had settled in London, and 
become a free journeyman of the Merchant Taylors Company, living in 
East Smithfield near the Tower. Here his three children, Edmund the 
poet, John, and Elizabeth were born. He was evidently in humble 
circumstances, for when his boys went, as * pore schollers ’, to the newly- 
jfounded school of the Merchant Taylors, he received bounties for their 
^naintenance from the Nowells,* a wealthy Lancashire family ; and this 
^nerosity was repeated when they proceeded as sizars to Pembroke 
College, Cambridge. The poet was fortunate in his school. Mulcaster, 

Lijo of Sponsor, p. 16^ and Tlu Spemdimg, cf the Money of RoheH 

Cowell, 
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Its first head master, was a keen scholar with a generous conception 
of the aims of education ‘ It is not a mind,’ he wrote, ‘ not a body, 
that we have to educate, but a man , and we cannot divide him/ 'Flu 
conception derives from the enthusiastic culture of the Renaissance, and 
something both of the ideal and the practice of the perfect courtier, 
which Spenser was later to emulate and to portray, must have been 
instilled intc^ him in early youth Mulcaster grounded his pupils in 
Hebrew, Greek, and Larin, he trained them daily in music both vocal 
and instrumental, and was a convinced advocate of the study of the 
mother tongue, and of the educational value of acting He presented 
plays yearly before the court, in which his boys were the actors, and 
* by that means taught them good behaviour and audacity ’ It is highl) 
probable that Spenser, as among Mulcaster’s leading scholars, made hi;, 
first appearance before the queen as an actor 

At school, too, Spenser acquired some knowledge of French, and made 
his first experiments as a poet In 1^69 appeared a small volume entitled 
A Theatre’, zuhernn be represented as wel the miseries and calamities that 
follow the voluptuous zvnrldlinp^s as also the greaie joyes and pleasures whuh 
the fatthfull do enjoy, An argument both profitable and delcitable to all 
that sincerely love the If'ord oj Cod Devised by S John vander Aoodt 
It contained translations from Maiot’s version of one of the can/oni ol 
Petrarch and from some sonnclb by Du Bellay, which were afterwards 
included in Spenser’s Complaints of IS91. A few of them were tluii 
rewritten, others left as they Ind nood in I56(;, but all are clearlv enough 
from Spenser’s hand , and though the lines arc often rc^ugh and boyish 
they anticipate, however faintly, the liquid flueney of his later versi- 
fication 

Of his years at Cambiidire (i56(;-76) there is little detail to rccoid 
But though, as Dr Johnson has remarked, ‘a nholastic life is very iiii.- 
form ’ and would put Inin ‘ little in the way of extraordinary casualties 
Its influence was none the less potent both upon his intcllettual develop- 
ment and his subsequent career During Ins residcnee the entry bonk 
of Pembroke College refe i to him on several occasions as the iccipient ol 
allowances, ‘ aegrotanti and it is possible that chronic ill-hcalth tended 
to develop the dreamy .nid reflective side of his nature But it does nut 
seem to have affected the avidity of his reading, and it may well be that 
his bodily infirmities, like Herbert’s, ‘ betrayed liim to a lingering bcjok, 
and preserved liim from the distractions of the world He is among tht 
most learned of our poets, and if some have been better scholars, none 
has been more widely read Of his contemporaries, Ben Jonson, and 
perhaps Chapman, could rival Ins knowledge of the classics; but Ben 
Jonson, as Druriirnoiid informs us, ‘did neither understand French ma 
Italian nes’, and Sp( ns<M was wide 1\ conversant with both His scholarship 
w'ould be accounted supcThcial to-day 'Fhere are signs enough that, 
reading h’s authors for their spirit and matter, he inclined to disregard the 
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niceties of grammatical structure. Yet in his own time he was accounted 
a proficient Greek scholar ; ^ and in Greek poetry, except the tragedians, 
so strangely negl'-cted by the Elizabethans, he was well read. But he was 
attracted rather oy the thought than by the art of Greece. He was an 
enthusiastic student of Plato and Aristotle. By the mystical clement in 
Plato, more particularly as it is revealed in the Symposium^ Phaedo, 
PhafdruSf and parts of the Republic, he was profoundly influenced ; and 
he knew both the originals and the chief Italian commentators upon 
them, Bembo, Ficino, and Bruno, who gave to Platonic teaching so wide 
a currency in his time. The poetry of Rome attracted him both by its 
wealth of material which he could shape to his own purpose, and by 
virtue of its style It is significant too that while most Elizabethans 
turned chiefly to Ovid, Spenser was more vitally affected by the finer 
art of Virgil.2 

At Cambridge Spenser formed a deep and lasting friendship wnth 
Gabriel Harvey, who was elected Fellow of Pembroke a year after the 
poet had come into residence, and was among the must notable figures 
at the University. Biographeis of Spenser have wondered at this friend- 
ship between men who differed so widely in temperament and ideals, 
and have inclined to minimize it, or to attribute it to the modesty of 
the younger and the arrogance of the cider It is, indeed, easy enough 
to represent Harvey as a pedantical scholar, vain of his own absurd 
achievements, an intellectual bully, so censorious that ‘ he could hardly 
find It m his heart to commend any man quarrelsome, forcing his 
opinions upon men of finer genius than himself, unable to appreciate 
any art that did not coniorm to his own mechanical rules, and finally 
routed and held up to eternal scorn by the nimbler wit of Nashe. But 
this IS mere caricature. Harvey was a scholar of eminence, deeply versed 
in all that was accounted learning in his day. His lectures on rhetoric 
drew crowded audiences, and enhanced a reputation that was already 
assured His fame was not confined to his own University; Leicester and 
Sidney held him in high esteem and look i p( rsonal interest in his career. 
He was certainly unpopular The son of a Suffolk rope-maker, he may 
well h.tve been resented as an upstart by well-born lolleagues who were 
intellectually his inferiors,^ and his bearing towards them was not con- 
ciliatory He was, moreover, a strong Puritan, and at Cambridge, the 
hot-hed of those ecclesiastical controversies w'hich harassed the minds of 
Elizabeth and her adtisers, the odium throloguum was peculiarly virulent , 
80 that it is less to be w'ondcrcd at that Harvey had many enemies than 
that Still and Preston, who favoured the more moderate party, were 
ranked among his friends. Harvey’s literary theory and practice ha\e 

. ’ ('f Brysktft, quolcd infra, pp xxv, xxm 

^ Sf^fnsns Bfh’snihet!, \or\ KeifJner* Dipzig, iqo8 

• Vide McKerrow {Nashe fW 66 f ),who suggests this point, and has influenced my 
view of H.arvey 
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often been ridiculed. He followed Ascham in his contempt for ‘ the rude 
and beggarly habit of rhyming * ; and at a time when contemporary poetry 
had not yet justified itself, made an attempt to impose classical prosody 
upon English verse. In this he tried to influence his younger friend, 
but without any success ; for it was not till later, when Spenser came 
under the spell of Sidney, that he wavered, even momentarily, from 
following the true bent of his own genius. As to style, Harvey had the 
taste typical of the Renaissance scholar. Phrases like ‘ a rarencs of poetic 
invention ’, ‘ lively Hyperbolicall Amplifications \ ‘ rare, queint, and odde 
in every point, above the reache of a common schollers capacitie to be 
met with in his criticism of Spenser’s early and unpublished work, suffi- 
ciently indicate that side of Spenser which he was able to appreciate, and 
also that style which both in his prose and verse he himself attempted 
to achieve. Like many another minor poet, he thought too well of his 
own compositions, and the fact that they were written upon a scholastic 
theory tended only to harden his heart. Naturally, then, he was dis* 
appointed with the Shepheardes CaUnder^ and tried to turn his friend 
from the composition of the Fame Queene. dLe obtuseness of his 
judgement on the ‘ parcels ’ of Spenser’s masterpiece which were sub- 
mitted to his criticism is often quoted as his final condemnation. But 
we do not know what those parcels contained, or whether their contents 
were in a tentative or in their final form ; and in any case this poem, 
with its interweaving of classic myth and barbaric English legend, and 
a diction that abounds in archaisms both genuine and spurious, was not 
inaptly described by an avowed Humanist in his famous phrase, ‘ Hob- 
goblin runne away with the garland from Apollo.’ And this was his final 
protest. For when, some ten years later, the first three books were 
published, he made the amende honorable in a charming poem of welcome 
to the new venture. In his own day he was accused of vanity in pub- 
lishing his correspondence with Spenser; yet it is vanity with a difference. 
Pride in his pupil is perhaps the most pardonable form of vanity m 
a scholar ; and it should not be forgotten, that if these letters reveal 
an intimacy on which Harvey may well have congratulated himself, thev 
reveal the fact, less pleasing to him, that the triumphs of the pupil had 
been won in defiance of the literary principles of the master.^ Thert 
can be no doubt that Harvev was both a loyal and a valued friend ot 
Spenser’s, that he took the keenest interest in his career, and introduced 
him to those who were best able to further it ; and, if he gave him bad 
advice on literary matters, m all else he was a sound and judicious coun- 
sellor. Spenser at least recognized it. Years later he delighted to reft*: 
to Harvey as his * entire friend ’, and there is no reason to believe that 
his opinion ever changed, or that his love was thrown away. This fnend- 

* It is worth noting, too, that however wrong in principle, Harvey makes manv 
sound and acute remarks on English quantity ; and, in fact, practised the reformed 
versifying with more success than Spenser. 
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ship, so long and so loyally maintained with a man whose bitter tongue 
and cantankerous spirit had alienated many, and who certainly lacked 
that refinement of temper and sensibility which Spenser always prized, 
bears witness to his own sweetness of disposition and to the generous 
tolerance of his mind. 

In 1576 Spenser obtained the degree of M A. and left Cambridge for 
the society of his Lancashire kinsfolk. Whether this was his first visit 
to the North, or the renewal of an earlier acquaintance, it is not possible 
to determine. Some critics have thought that much of his boyhood was 
spent there, and have read as literal autobiography the account of 
Cohn’s youth in the December Eclogue of the Shepheardes Calender. But 
much of that poem is closely adapted from Clement Marot, and even 
if the rest recalls the actual pursuits of his own boyhood, there is no 
local colour which might not have been drawn from the country that 
lay at the gates of London. His familiarity with the dialect of the North, 
obvious in the Shepheardes Calender and not unmarked even m the Faerie 
Queene^ could well be attributed in part to his residence there in 1576, 
in part to the influence of his parents and his schoolmaster, who must 
have retained, as Northerners do to-day, some traces of the pronunciation 
and vocabulary of their early home. Of his occupation at this time wc 
only know that he fell in love with a lady whose identity he veils under 
the name of Rosalind in the Shepheardes Calender. Grosart has trium- 
phantly identified her with one Rose Dinely, but the name, even if 
correct, is only a label. Other evidence suggests that she was a woman 
of good family and high spirits, who appreciated the wit and fancy of 
him whom she styled her ‘ Segnior Pegaso but preferred his rival for 
a husband. Others have questioned the sincerity of Spenser’s love, and 
regarded his allusion to it as mere literary convention. The controversy 
on the emotional element in the love poetry of the Elizabethan age, 
conducted for the most part by critics who are not poets, is now become 
a trifle wearisome. It must readily be admitted on the one hand that 
much amorous verse was avowedly conventional and ideal, and that 
Spenser was quite poet enough to feign a passion, even if he never had 
one. On the other hand, it is obvious that love poetry only became 
a convention because it corresponded with a universal reality, that few 
men pass through early manhood without some experience of its depths 
ind of Its shallows, and that Spenser, like all poets and lovers of beauty, 
ivas by temperament peculiarly susceptible. It was his habit of mind so 
to rarefy and idealize his personal experience that it gained a permanent 
ihrine in his thought and in his art, and the frame of poetic * convention’ 
sncloses many of the pictures of his own life that are scattered about his 
i^erse. Human probability is all on the side of the sincerity of hii 
ittachment. 


Familiar LetterSt injrat p. 635. 
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This love remained an integral part of his imaginative experience far 
on into his life, and Rosalind is alluded to with chivalrous devotion in 
Cohn Clouts Come Home Againey Love is not the only emotion that 
gams an added beauty when it has become a memory. But whatever 
the depth of his feeling for Rosalind, and it would be surprising if it 
were not deep, it did not save him from the dangers and the delights 
of falling under other spells. The cautious Harvey had soon reason to 
warn him of the seductions of another ‘ Rosalindula perhaps some lady 
of the court. 

For Spenser did not remain long in Lancashire. Possibly in 1577, 
certainly in 1578, he was in London. Gabriel Harvey had not forgotten 
him, and had been the means of introducing him to Sidney and Leicester. 
It seems highly probable that l.eicester employed him as a private mes- 
senger to friends at a distance, and that in this capacity he paid his first 
visit, in 1577, to Ireland, where Leicester’s father-in-law. Sir Henry 
Sidney, was then Governor-General.^ But the greater part of his time 
seems to have been divided between the houses of Sidney and Leicester 
at Penshurst and in London. 

For one of Spenser’s temper and convictions no other introduction 
could have been so happy. Vo Leicester he looked up as the recognized 
political leader of the Puritan faction, the powerful favourite of Elizabeth 
who had not yet lost hope that a marriage with the Queen might sa 
the seal upon his fortunes ; to Sir Philip Sidney he was soon bound bv 
a closer tic than that of patron and protege I'hough still a young man, 
Sidney was commonly regarded as the most brilliant figure at that brilliant 
court. His handsome bearing and his martial courage, his learning and 
accomplishments, his inflexible uprightness and gravity of demeanour had 
spread his reputation throughout Europe ; and by his countrymen he 
was proudly recognized as the ideal courtier. Moreover, he was a serious 
politician. An earnest Protestant, he saw in Roman Catholicism the 
greatest danger to his country’s liberty, and he was persistent in urging’ 
upon Elizabeth, against the inaction advocated by Burghlcy, a bold attack 
upon the power of Spain. Spenser accepted Sidney’s political idc.i]^ 
without reserve, and time only strengthened their hold upon him. In 
other matters too his sympathy with Sidney was close. The Puritani‘;m 
of both men was deeply tinged with Platonic mysticism ; both set them- 
selves to adapt to modern life the ideals of mediaeval chivalry, and suv 
in the romance of bygone days a symbol not without inspiration for the 
battles they had themselves to fight. The soul that was stirred like 
a trumpet by the rude ballad of Chevy Chase, and later found both delight 
and intimate expression in Arcadia, had much akin with the poet of the 
Faerie Queene. In judgements upon art they were not entirely in accord. 
Sidney, as the less exuberant poetic genius, was more subservient to 


* U- 026-51 


■* Spenser’s Faerie Queene^ cd. J. C. Smith, p. x. 
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fashion and to precedent. Spenser’s bolder linguistic experiments he 
‘ dare not allow, since neither Theocritus in Greek, Virgil in Latin, nor 
Sanazar in Italian, did affect it *, and he led the scholars’ movement to 
establish classical metres m English verse. His power to sway in this 
matter the sounder judgement of Spenser, where Harvey’s fanaticism 
had failed, argues an agreement between them on things deeper than 
mere form. But the sonnets to Stella are evidence enough that Sidney’s 
classical bias was not bigoted ; and even when his interest in the new 
versifying was at its height he encouraged Spenser to the more ambitious 
undertaking of the Faerie Queene^ approving a design which Harvey 
could only condemn. For on the vital issues of poetry thev were at 
one. The view once put forward, that Fhe Defence of Poesy is founded 
upon Spenser’s lost pamphlet The English Poete rests indeed on no 
authority ; but it is hardly fanciful to believe that the conception of 
art that finds so eloquent an exposition in Sidney’s prose, was influenced 
by intercourse with Spenser at Penshurst, much as those rambles on the 
Quantock Hills in 1797 helped to form the mind which produced the 
Biographia Literana. 

How far this community of taste and interest developed towards a deep 
mutual friendship can never be determined. There is no evidence that 
their relationship became one of close personal intimacy. Sidney was 
a man of reserve not easily broken down ; and Spenser, with the personal 
modesty that so often accompanies the confidence of genius, would 
naturally be conscious of their inequality in the eyes of the world. More- 
over, the words in which, years later, Spenser dedicated 7 he Ruines of Time 
to the Countess of Pembroke, claim no equal friendship with ‘that most 
brave knight your noble brother deceased ’ ; they speak rather of an 
‘ entire love and humble affection, which taking roote began in his lifetime 
somewhat to bud forth and to shew themselves to him, as then in the 
weaknes of their first spring ; And would in their riper strength spired 
forth fruit of more perfection ’—of what might have been rather than of 
what was. But it is safe to speak of Spenser’s deep love for Sidney. Love 
differs from friendship, in that it gives more and demands less. Yet 
assuredly those who speak of a close friendship are less astray than those 
who see in Spenser’s attitude to Sidney merely the conventional worship 
of a popular hero and a private patron. It is an idle scholarship that 
belittles the emotions of a great artist into decorative fancy, and assumes 
that because art is conventional it is convention only. Spenser’s love for 
Sidney was probably the deepest formative influence upon his life and 
character. Time did not efface it. That intensity of emotion common 
to all poets was combined in Spenser with the rarer quality of constancy, 
and the Sidney who had inspired his youth and given him a model for 
the brave courtier in Mother Hubberds Tale^ lived on in his memory to 
vitalize some of his most beautiful conceptions in the Faerte Queene, 
Readers have been disappointed that in his elegy upon Astraphel Spenser 
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did not drop the pastoral cloak and speak in clearer accents. But this is 
to misunderstand both his mind and his art. There is nothing of the 
realist in Spenser’s poetic constitution. His delicate reserve expresses hw 
emotion far more in verbal cadence, in melody of phrasing, than by the 
logical values of words ; and in the elaborate use of his characteristic 
effects of alliteration and repetition, he gives to the lay of Astrophel a linger- 
ing and tender pathos as potent and as moving as the direct expression of 
personal regard. And h» use of the pastoral is not merely dictated by 
its associatbn with elegy. That art form in which he first gave to the 
world his own idealized autobiography remained for him the metaphor 
by which to express his most intimate personal experience. The poet of 
the Faerie Queene was still ‘ Colin Clout ’ among his friends, and he who 
had been the ‘ Southern Shepherd’s boy and delighted to hint at their 
awociation in the subtle background of Kentish landscape, fitly lamented 
Sidney as Astrophel. Finally, when his own Faerie land becomes itself 
pastoral, and Colin Clout strays into it, we recognize in its hero, Sir 
Calidorc, an ideal portrait of Sidney 

In 1579, when Spenser made his first bid for poetic fame, he dedicated 
his book to ‘ the president of noblesse and of chevalrie ’, Sir Philip Sidney. 

The importance of the Shepheardes Calender was not underrated by 
Spenser and his friends. They realized its relations to the past of English 
poetry, and viewed it as the herald of a new movement likely to be con- 
demned and misunderstood. It is edited by the mysterious E. K., with 
explanatory and apologetic notes, and prefaced with an elaborate letter 
addressed to Harvey, as the acknowledged representative of the htterati, 
asking for his protection for the work, discussing points that arc likely 
to meet the criticism of the learned, and whetting curiosity by refer- 
ence to other poems of the author’s which only await a favourable 
public. E. K. has been denied a real existence, and regarded as a pleasant 
creation of Spenser’s by whose mouth he could gracefully blow his own 
trumpet ; but the majority of scholars have accepted the more natural 
view that the initials stand for Edward Kirke, Spenser’s fellow student 
at Cambridge, and one of Harvey’s enthusiastic disciples. But though 
Kirke was responsible for the Gloss, and sometimes unconsciously, some- 
times of set purpose, falls to express his author’s intention, it is clear enough 
that he can only have undertaken the task at Spenser’s instigation, and 
that much that he wrote was inspired by a close intimacy with the poet’s 
mind and thought. 

Nor w» the anxious care devoted to the publication of the Shephear^n 
Calender in any way misplaced. The poem is of deep interest, whether 
we regard it as veiled autobiography or as a work of art of historic intercut 
and high intrinsic value. The spread of education, the influence of the 
learning and culture of the Renaissance, the habit of foreign travel, the 
awakening of a national consciousness, had all tended to create a pubhe 
eagerly interested m literature, and especially in poetry. Many of tbs 
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leading noblei were already vying with one another as patrons of the arts; 
the new poet, who should prove worthy of the time and express its highest 
aspirations, was yet to seek. Spenser realized the situation and set hiraaclf 
to fulfil the demand. And he was able to fulfil it because, though he was 
himself steeped in all that was accounted learning by hk contemporaries, 
he turned for his vital inspiration to that fountain of native poetry which 
they for the most part ignored. 

His choice of form was happy ; the pastoral eclogue was already 
popular, and its traditions in classical and Renaissance literature gave him 
a precedent for whatever allegorical use he chose to make of it. The 
shepherd’s cloak was the acknowledged disguise of the lover, the poet, 
the courtier, the pastor of souls, the critic of contemporary life , the 
shepherd world gave him opportunities for description, often conventional 
enough, yet shot through with personal rcminkccnce and vivid local 
colour. In the lowliness of the vocation he could shroud hit own glowing 
ambition, making the poem the repository of hk personal emotions, his 
religious and political beliefs, his hopes and fears for art. Where hk 
various predecessors had specialized in their pastorals Spenser was essen- 
tially eclectic and composite. The calendar used by shepherds to guide 
them in the management of their flocb, suggests to him the title of hk 
poem, and an easily adaptable form in which different aspects of the same 
mind may find utterance. In the dramatk personae he can represent 
under a disguise, sometimes dark, sometimes transparent, himself and hk 
friends, He is himself Colin Clout, Gabriel Harvey k Hobbinol, and 
Rosalind the object of his unhappy love. Under other names he alludes 
to other personalities, or gives expression to typical points of view. 

E. K. has divided the Eclogues into Plaintive (i, 6, 1 1, 12), Recreative, 
‘ such as al those be which containc matter of love, or commendation of special 
personages ’ (3, 4, 8), or Moral ‘ which for the most part be mixed with some 
Satyrical bittcrncsse ’ (2, 5, 7, 9, 10). No division can be entirely satisfac- 
tory ; for what unity the work has is partly attained by the interweaving 
of its various motives. But if we except the March Eclogue, an attempt 
to naturalize in the English woods of early spring a Cupid who has strayed 
from a more congenial Sicilian background, the plaintive and recreative 
poems are chiefly devoted to presenting Colin Clout in his double character 
of lover and of poet. Love is the main theme of January and December 
alone. For mingling with the strain of melancholy which laments the 
cruelty of Rosalind rises the triumphant conviction that Colin is recognized 
by his brother shepherds as their chief singer, and identified by them 
with the great future of English verse. In April Hobbinol’s reference to 
Colin’s hopeless love is only the introduction to the recital of the lyric 
that he has written in praise of ‘the fayre queene of shepherds all’, 
a lyric of musical variety and beauty unmatched before in our poetry. 
In August the ‘ roundels fresh ’ of Perigot and Willie arc * yshend ’ by 
Cuddie, who recites ‘ a dooleful verse of Rosalind that Colin made ’ ; and 
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the roughness o^* the conventional rustic singing match is of set purpose 
emphasized to contrast with the elaborate sestain of the accomplished 
artist. In November Cohn himself rehearses a song which he made m 
imitation of Marot, ‘ farre surpassing his reach,’ comments E. K., ‘ and in 
myn opinion all other Eclogues m this book.’ It is, indeed, the most 
elaborate piece of melody that had yet rejoiced Elizabethan cars, and 

that age can be surpassed only by the lyrical achievements of Spenser’s 
own maturity. 

Jn the first four moral eclogues, where Spenser expresses his outlook 
upon problems of wider import than his own love and poetic fame, Colin 
disappears from the dramatis personae, and the style becomes morehomely, 
as though to suggest the rough sinceiity of native satire. February^ in 
Its brilliantly told fable of the oak and the brier, contrasts the decrepi- 
tude of age with the arrogance of youth. But it has possibly a closer 
application ; and it may well be that in the oak, once a goodly tree, but 
now decayed, he sees the true spirit of Christianity degenerated under 
the influence of Romish superstition, and m the h.iughty brier the irre- 
verent and godless temper of the new clergy, whose irrehgion offered so 
bold a contrast to the simple piety of pure Christian faith. But if this 
interpretation is forced, Spenser’s purpose in May, July, and September 
is clear enough. IBs family was of the Reforming party, and the influences 
under which he had come at college drew his sympathies still more closely 
to the Puritan cause. Along with its leaders he viewed the temporizing 
policy of Elizabeth with anxiety, even with horror, and now in his desire 

To teach the ruder shepherd how to feed his shcepe, 

And from the falser’s fraud his folded flocke to keepe, 

he was intensely in earnest E. K , indeed, is often vague as to the exact 
meaning of these eclogues, at times even throws dust in the eyes of their 
readers. With a friend’s prudence he docs not wish the success of the 
volume to be jeopardized by incurring the bitterness of party con- 
troversy. He declines to recognize in Algrind, who is held up as the pattern 
of true religion and piety, a portrait of Grindal, the Punt in archbishop, 
then in disgrace for refusing to bow before Elizabeth’s distrust of religious 
enthusiasm ; and when Spenser contrasts the spiritual earnestness of the 
Puritan clergy with the orthodox but worldly members of the reformed 
Church, E. K. prefers to read the two types of pastor as the Protestant 
and the Catholique 

To the student of Spenser’s art the most deeply interesting of the 
eclogues is October. It takes the form of a dialogue between two shepherds, 
Cuddie and Piers, Cuddie the perfect pattern of a poet, but dejected at 
the contempt into which poetry has fallen, and disappointed at the 
worldly fortune it has brought him, and Piers, enthusiastic both for art 
and for his friend’s achievements in it. Whether the characters are 
meant to portray actual persons has been disputed ; but it is clear enough 
that they prefigure two conflicting elements in the poet’s own nature ; 
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the practical — eager for fame, and inclined to value poetry at its market 
price, as a means to further his worldly ambitions — and the ideal, expressed 
in a passion for an art which, as he had learned from his master Plato, 

* was a divine gift and heavenly instinct not to bee gotten by labour and 
learning, but adorned with both ; and poured into the witte by a certain 
’Er'^ouo’iao'/xds and celestiall inspiiation.’ incidentally, too, the eclogue 
reviews the different themes of poetry, and suggests the development of 
Spenser’s own genius, its response to the call of the heroic Muse, and its 
passage from the sphere of courtly panegyric to that lofty idealism in 
which the poet finds his truer home. It is the youthfully ardent expression 
of the conflict of mind, the questionings and the aspiration, which were 
to find fuller and freer utterance in the Faerie Queene. 

But, as E. K. realizc's, even more important than the contents of the 
Shepheardes Calender is the style in which it is composed, and the poet’s 
attitude towards his predecessors. Spenser shows a full acquaintance with 
the pastorals of (jreecc, Italy, and France ; but it is significant that 
though he imitates Bion and Virgil, even adapts and translates from 
Mantuan and Marot, he will acknowledge a debt to Chaucer alone. 
At a time when his contemporaries were running after foreign models, 
it is his ambition to be English. This reversion to Chaucer is the boldest 
sign of his independence In weak mutation of Chaucer the poetry of 
the fifteenth century had wellnigh expired , and the reformers of versifica- 
tion, whilst they showed some knowledge and admiration of Chaucer, 
never dreamt that they could learn of him. At Cambridge, indeed, 
Chaucer was widely read, but Harvey, at least, would not have regarded 
him as a fit poetic model. ^ In xXmJune eclogue Spenser represents Harvey 
as summoning Cohn to the study of more stately masters ; but the 

^ It is worth noting that Francis Beaumont, in a letter to Speght, published in 
Speght’b edition of Chaucer (i59<i), writes : ‘ And here I cannot forget to remember 
unto you those auncicnt learned men of our lime at Cambridge, whose diligence in 
reading of his (Chaucer’s) works themselves and commending them to others of the 
younger sort, did first bring you and me in love with him : and one of them at that 
time was and now is (as you know) one of the rarest schollcrs in the world ' Speght 
was at Peterhouse, Cambridge, from 1566 to 1573, thus overlapping with Spenser 
four years. Did Spenser also come under the influence of this ‘ rare scholler ’ ? Who 
was he ? Miss Spurgeon, Chaucer devani la ertltque (1911), suggests that it might 
well be WTiitgift, who was Fellow of Peterhouse, Master of Pembroke for three months 
111 1567, then Master of Trinity Hall, and Regius Professor of Divinity He was Vice- 
Chancellor in 1 «;79 Stowe, in dedicating to him hx'i Annals (1600), sjxfaks of his great 
affection towards studies in general and to antiquities in particular. Miss Spurgeon 
also quotes some manuscript notes, written m books in the possession of Harvey, in 
which he insists on Chaucer’s learning, writing in one place, ‘ Other commend Chaucer 
and Lidgate for their witt, pleasant vcine, varietie of poetical discourse, and all 
humanitie . I specially note their Astronomic, philosophic and other parts of profound 
or cunning art. Wherein few of their time were more exactly learned. It is not 
s-ufficient for poets to be superficial humanists ; but they must be exquisite artists 
and curious universal scholars * Spenser may thus have owed some of his knowledge 
of Chaucer to intercourse with Harvey, though his own poetic instinct would lead 
him to aj)preciate Chaucer on truer lines than Harvey. 
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modesty of Cohn’s reply barely conceals his deliberate conviction that his 
native poetry can gain little inspiration from the rhetoric of classical and 
Italian imitation. 

Of Muses Hobbinol, I conne no skill, 

For they bene daughters of the hyghest Jove. 

I never lyst presume to Parnasse hyll, 

But pyping low in shade of lowly grove 
I play to plese myself, al be it ill.‘ 

His master is Tityrus alone ; and if only ‘ some little drops ’ from ‘ his 
learned hedde * may fall upon him, he need seek no foreign spring. ‘ That 
by Tityrus he mcaneth Chaucer,’ remarks E. K , ‘ hath been sufficiently 
said.’ The account given by Colin of Chaucer’s achievement is in part 
fanciful, adapted to the pastoral vein ; and at first sight the relation of 
the Shepheatdes Calmder to Chaucer seems remote enough. But Chaucer 
did not appear to the Elizabethan in the light of modern scholarship. 
Several of the portraits in the Canterbury Tales were interpreted as the 
work of an earnest religious reformer, and the attribution to his authorship 
of the Plovman's with its allegory of the Pelican and the Gryphon, 
would lead Spenser to regard as Chaucerian a use of the beast fable very 
different from that suggested by the Nonne Prestes Tale, It is evident, 
moreover, from the traces in his Hymnes to Love and Beauty^ already 
written, of Chaucer’s Compleynte to Ptty^ that he saw in Chaucer also the 
poet of unhappy love. But more than all was he drawn to him as the 
chief of those, who, in the words of Thynne's Preface, which Spenser must 
have read,* * have right well employed themselves to the beautifying and 
bettering of the English tongue ’ For this was his own ambition. In 
Chaucer he saw ‘ the well of English undefyled in his contemporaries 
‘ a gallimaufry and hodge podge of al other speeches ’ ; and he set himself 
to form a poetic diction on the model of his great master, and so to 
recover a beauty which, as it seemed to him, his time had lost. The 
pastoral precedent for rustic speech allowed him to introduce dialect 
words which were commonly felt to be nearer to the purely native language 
than the vocabulary of the cultured, and with these he combined modern 
colloquialisms appealing to his car by their native ring, and archaisms both 
genuine and spurious. It may fairly be urged against him that the result 
is itself a gallimaufry, though of a different kind from that which he 
attacked ; it ‘ affects the ancients and bears the same relation to the 
language of Chaucer that his conception of the ‘ goodly usage of those 
antique times * bears to their reality. But for all its remoteness in certain 
respects from the language of real life, suggestive of the ideality of the 
po^c moody it is a genuine attempt at a diction not more elaborate, bu*- 

‘ Shfpheardes Calender June^ 65 f. 

^ Willkm Tbymie’s Folio Chaucer waa published in 1532, reprinted with additions 
in 1542 and 1550, and with larf^ additions by Stowe in 1561. One of these editions 
must have been used by Spenser. 




^HE SHEPHEARDES CALENDER: METRE, xix 

purer, simpler, more English than the literary language current in his 
day. Spenser was fully conscious that his work was tentative, and m the 
eclogues of satiric rather than purely poetic intention, he pressed his 
experiments to bolder lengths ; but though in his later work he framed 
his style with a more careful art, he never departed from the principle 
which had inspired the diction of the ^hepheardes Calendar. 

In metre the ShfphiarcUs Calendar is no less experimental. Spenser 
had no precedent in pastoral tradition for such metrical variety ; in this 
he was inspired solely by his own eagerness to explore the native capabilities 
of the language. Here, too, though he owes something to his immediate 
predecessors both in England and France, he goes back for his models to 
an earlier age. He tries his hand at forms suggested by the ballad, at the 
irregular four-stressed lines, at the regular line of five feet, all traditional 
in English poetry, and again finds the fullest and most natural expression 
in the metre of Chaucer.^ For the ballad metre, which he only employs 
where he is definitely aiming at a rough effect, he found that he had no 
taste ; in the line of four beats, popular m the fifteenth century, he wrote 
with facility, giving it a variety unknown to earlier employers of it, and 
in particular, making delicate use of its opportunities for a triple rhythm. 
But he is not sure of its music, and it has been suggested that some of his 
metrical irregularities, where his line seems to hover between the irregular 
four-stressed line, and the line of five feet, but can in fact be read as 
neither, are due to his misreading, through the loss of the pronunciation 
of the unaccented of some of Chaucer’s decasyllabics. This if likely 
enough, and is made more likely by his use of the measure in Fehnuiry 
and May, where in other respects his debt to Chaucer is obvious. But 
those who hold that the true rhythm of the Chaucerian decasyllabic was 
lost to him press their point too far. For with every allowance for change 
in pronunciation, much of Chaucer would retain its melody unspoiled.* 
This line had degenerated in the hands of feeble artists, and it had been 
somewhat stiffly reinstated by Surrey and Wyatt after a study of foreign 
models. Since their time Sackvillc had given some indication of its 
solemn dignity and strength, but it was left for Spenser to recapture 
the variety, the delicacy which it had lost. 

In its exquisite and varied melody lies, doubtless, the greatest charm 
of the Shephfardfs Calendar, but it makes a further appeal to the lover 

* That interlacing sequence of rhymes (a b a b b c b c) found in April and Noitmber, 
as well as in the Spenserian sonnet and the Spnserian stanza, is commonly ascribed 
to the influence of Marot. But it is found also in the ABC, and Monkes Tali, and 
other poems of Chaucer's. 

• It would be difficult to convince roe that Spenser’s luie "And many m/nstrals 
mdktn milody* was not consciously or unconsciously reminiscent of Chaucer’s 
* And smdU jouUs mken fnilodle\znd if that is so Spenser could hardly have read 
It ta* And smdU fowls mdkrn nUlodv It should also be remembered that Si^nier 
makes frequent use himself of plurals and possessivet in -ex to give his lines a fighter 
chythm. His love of archaism was to part melodic. 
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of Spenser. For this strange pastoral country, with its ideal atmosphere 
that gives to intimate personal allusion the remoteness of romance ; with 
its unique blending of artifice and simplicity, of nature and convention, 
of deep moral earnestness and tender delicacy of feeling, is, in spite of 
all that it has borrowed, a world of Spenser’s own. It lies along the 
high-road that leads him to Faery land. 

Though the Shepheardes CaUndfr was the only work published by 
Spenser at this period, he was already known in his own circle as a prolific 
writer. E. K. speaks of ‘ his Dreames^ his Legend^s, his Court of Cupid, 
and sondry others and alludes in the Gloss to Pageants, a translation of 
Moschus* Idylhon of IPandering Love, and a ‘ sonett ’ ; in the Harvey 
correspondence of 1579-80 there is reference again to the Dreames, 
and to a Dying Pelltcane, an Epithalamwn Tbamests, My Slotnber, Stemmata 
Dudletana, to ‘ Nine Comedies named after the nine Muses \ and to 
parcels of the Faerie Queene We may also safely conjecture that at 
least the first draft of several of the poems published m 1591 was written 
by 1580, as well as the bulk of those mentioned in Ponsonby’s preface^ 
to the volume. It is a formidable list ; and even if it contains much that 
was in part at least composed at an earlier date, in Cambridge or the 
North, it IS proof enough that Spenser was busily occupied. Some of this 
work IS irrecoverably lost, but not a little seems to have been revised and 
adapted for incorporation into later poems The Dreames^ of which 
Spenser speaks as ‘presently to be imprinted, and growen by meanes of 
a Gloss full as great as my Calendar’, may have found a place among the 
Visions of the Complaints; the Latin Stemmata Dudleiana may well 
have been utilized in The Rutnes oj Time ; and other poems adapted 
to embellish the decorative episodes of the Faerie Queene — the Court of 
Cupid, for the Masque of Cupid in the third book and the Court in 
the sixth, the Epuhalamion Thamests for the marriage of the Thames and 
the Medway in the fourth, and the Legendes and Pas^cants, for some of the 
incidental and masque-likc allegories^ such as the seven deadly sins, or the 
procession of the months and seasons But this is mere conjecture, 
however probable ; and in adapting his early poetry to its new surround- 
ings Spenser must often have practically rewritten it. A good deal of it 
was certainly tentative and experimental, both in form and language 
The elaborate artificiality of sivlc winch delighted Harvev in the Dreamei 
must have afforded a bold contrast with the Shepheardes Calender, and 
though it is probable that Spenser wrote chicfiy m those different deca- 
syllabic stanza forms of which he was already a master, his metrical range 
was from the homely ‘ sonett ’ in verse of six accents ^ to the classical 
experiments exploited by Sidney and the Areopagus. Of that ‘ unhappic 
verse, the witnesse of his unhappie state,’ ® it is safe to surmise that little 

• Vide p. 470 

• Vide Gloss to October : * as soote as Swanne’, &c , p. 459. 

• Vide lambtcum Tritneirum, p 636. 
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has been lost. For of all the poems mentioned to flarvey, Epuhalamion 
Thamfsts alone is spoken of as an attempt at the new ‘Pmglish versifying \ 
and had others been written in this manner they would surely have been 
the subject of Harvey’s enthusiastic comment. Spenser’s interest in the 
movement did not check his more natural poetic utterance, and while 
he acted as arbiter between the theories of Harvey and the London 
Areopagus^ and threw oft a few verses as absurdly unmusical as theirs, he 
only accepted their mam contentions ' against his better judgment, not 
deceiv’d ’. His interjected query, ‘ why, a (jod’s name may we not have 
the kingdom of our language ? ’ ^ expressed lor Spenser the vital truth 
upon the whole matter. 

But full as the time was of strenuous and varied poetic activity, the more 
worldly and practical side of Spenser had now the upper hand Poetry 
was a noble pastime, even a vocation, but for a gentleman it was not 
a profession. All it could do for him would be to bring his talents to the 
notice of those who were in the position to better his fortunes. In the 
service of the great Leicester, on terms of easy intercourse with Sidney 
and Dyer, received in audiemc of the queen, and enjoying some at least 
of the pleasures of court life, he seemed to be on the threshold of a brilliant 
public career. He was under no delusions as to the sordid aspects of the 
world in which he found himself, he saw much about him that was 
degenerate, and even now he contrasted it with that nobler society which 
he imagined in the past.* But he was ready enough to make the best 
of things as he found them, and with all the energy of his ardent nature 
he threw himself into the new life that was opening out before him. The 
success he had already won seemed to justify his ambitions, and to urge 
him on to bolder action. ‘ Whiles the iron is hote, it is good striking, and 
mindcs of Nobles vane as their testates,’ hewntes to Harvey (October 1579), 
and the whole tone of his letter expresses the mood of one who thinks 
less of poetry tor its own sake than for the effect it is calculated to produce 
upon his fortunes. He hesitates about the publication of the ShepheariUs 
CaUnder then ready to appear, and withholds other poems, ‘ least by 
over-much cloying their noble earcs, I should gather a contempt of myself, 
or else seeme rather for gaine and commoditie to doe it, for some sweete- 
neese that I have already tasted.’ He is about to go overseas for his 

' Vide Letter to Harvev, p 612. 

* Spenser's belief in a golden age need not be taken literally, but there can be no 
doubt that his crUu isms of the shorlcoinmgs of his own tune were intensely sincere 
He was always acutely sensitive to the unlovely, both in things external and things 
of the spirit ; and they often vieighcd heavy upon his mind and found forcible 
utterance both in his letters and poems The more practiral Harvev continually 
cnticixcd his tnend's uncompromising idealism A long letter from Harvey about 
this time (quoted Grosart, Life of Spenser ^ pp 74-5), m answer to one from Spenser 
that IS lost, rates him for it Cf. also Harvey’s criticism of Mother llubberds Tale 
(quoted p. xxiii), and the ^ords put into the mouth of Hobbmol in Cohn Clouts Come 
tiome Agatne {W 
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Lordship, and he feels that he is on the road to fortune. Harve^r’s Tcp)j 
was evidently written with the object of cooling his young friend’s ardour. 
He is a little doubtful of the progress that Spenser is making, and is unkind 
enough to question whether he will go abroad at all. Wiether Harvey 
was right in this we cannot say ; but it is certain that his general scepti- 
cism, due perhaps to his knowledge of Spenser’s sanguine temperament, 
was not ill-judged. It is clear that m his desire to serve Leicester Spenser 
overreached himself and met with a rebuff. The introductory sonnet 
to F trgtls Gnaty published in 1591, but ‘ long since dedicated to the most 
noble and excellent Lord, the Earle of Leicester, late deceased *, which 
can only refer to this period, makes it obvious that some action which 
Spenser took in the interests of his patron was resented, and got him into 
trouble. Where evidence is so fragmentary it would be rash to dogmatize: 
but the key to the mystery is probably to be found in Mother Hubberds 
Tale} 

To those who played a part in directing the policy of the nation 
these were stirring times. Queen Elizabeth was obviously attracted by 
the Duke of Alen^on, and so successful had been the intrigues of Simier, 
his master of the robes, that the announcement of her marriage was 
anticipated as fully as it was dreaded. The aversion of the whole country 
to the match was intensified m the Puritans, who remembered the im- 
plication of the family of Alcn<;on in the massacre of St. Bartholomew, 
and feared that so unholy an alliance would end in the restoration of 
Roman Catholicism. Burghley was commonly supposed to favour the 
naatch; and they looked to Leicester as the one man able to influence the 
queen against her present inclination. 

In tracing the adventures of the fox and the ape Spenser combined 
a latirc against a church reformed in little but name, in which by dis- 
graceful shifts men crept into preferment, with attacks upon the court, 
where foreign influence tended to destroy the more sterling native 
qualities that he set forth in his portrait of the brave courtier. But to this 
he adds a second allegory in which, though the main actors remain the 
same, the fable changes, and invites a more definite interpretation. The 
Ikm who in the earlier part signified Leicester now becomes the queen, 
and Elizabeth’s habit of nicknaming her courtiers with the names of 
animals suggests to him to represent the court as a world of beasts. The 
ape has stolen the lion’s clo.>k and sceptre, and by that means is ruling 
over the kingdom surrounded by ‘ forcinc beasts not in the forest bred ’, 
and to the great advantage of the fox, who ‘feeds his cubs with fat of all 
the soylc *. This is Spenser’s forecast of what will result from the coalition 
of Alcn^on and Burghley. And the disaster is only avoided when Jove 
sends Mercury to warn the sovereign lion of the indignity that he is 
suffering in his slumber. Thus would Spenser arouse Leicester to his 

‘ Cf. Greenlaw, Spenser and the Earl of Leicester (Mod. Lang. Assoc, of Am., 1910), 
where the political significance of the poem is fully and convincingly worked out. 



SPENSER IN IRELAND WITH LORD GREY (1580). xxiii 

respootibility, tnd Awaken both him and the queen to the impendii^ 
national danger. 

This tcathing attack upon what was thought to be Burghley’s policy, 
and upon the obvious wishes of the queen, revealed in Spenser a fearless 
independence hardly calculated to advance his fortunes. A Puritan who 
had denounced the French match in a pamphlet had lost the right hand 
with which he wrote it ; and Sidney, who had the courage to send to the 
queen a dignified remonstrance, was banished the court. Spenser took 
his cue from Sidney. He had, of course, no intention of publishing his 
poem, and to what extent it was circulated in manuscript it is impossible 
to say ; but if its drift reached the cars of Burghicy or any of his cubs, it is 
quite enough to account for the irreconcilable disfavour with which 
Spenser had always to reckon from the Lord Treasurer. To Leicester, 
who, whatever his private feelings, had no open quarrel with Burghley, 
such a satire from one of his protege could only be an embarrassment. 
Whether this poem was or was not the service which Spenser thought 
that his master had so ill requited, it is at least typical of over-zeal, and 
an anxiety to direct rather than to follow, which is rarely appreciated 
by a great lord in his subordinate. The criticism which the more pru- 
dent Harvey passed later upon Mother Huhberds Tale was just enough. 
Its author ‘ in the heat of cholcr had wilfully ovenhot his miscontcnted 
self *. And Spenser had to pay the penalty of his indiscretion. When 
he wrote to Harvey in April 1580, it was to express no eager hopes for 
his budding fortunes : he now reverts to the safer subject of ‘ English 
versifying \ and in speaking of his own literary projects shows the keen 
disappointment that he has suffered. 

0 Titc, iiquid ego, 

Ecquid crit pretii ? 

Harvey in his reply good-naturedly twits him with his extravagant 
expectations, and reminds him of the gloomy view of poetry taken by 
Cuddie in the Shepheardes Calender. In August preferment came, 
though it was not the preferment for which he had hoped. He was 
appointed private secretary by Grey, the new Lord Deputy, and with him 
set sail for Ireland, which was thenceforth to be his home. But he had 
no reason to be dissatisfied ; for it was a good opening, and it brought 
him into close contact with that man who, next to Sidney, had the deepest 
and most permanent influence upon his imagination. 

Arthur, Lord Grey of Wilton, was already distinguished as soldier and 
patron of letters. He was a zealous Puritan who saw in Roman Catholicism 
the root cause of the disaffection of Ireland. He accepted the appointment 
with some hesitation, for he knew that he did not enjoy the favour of the 
queen ; and the task before him, beset as it was with danger and difficulty, 
was impossible without the confidence and support of the home government. 
But once in Ireland he set himself with unflinching sternness to execute 
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his conception of duty. To the governors of those days the only course 
open seemed to be one of suppression, and what others accepted from 
a sense of political expediency was to Grey a deep religious obligation 
No compromise was possible, there could be no half measures. Ireland, 
said Grey, could not be built up ‘ before force have planed the ground 
tor the foundation \ and he lost no time in setting about the planing. 
When he landed in Dublin the country was in a ferment, torn by feuds 
of one clan against another, and united only in deadly hatred of tlie 
English. In the south Desmond was m active revolt, and Grey soon 
learned that on the south-west coast of Kerry a band of foreign invaders, 
under the Pope’s blessing, had landed and fortified a port at Smcrwick, 
which was to serve as the base for attatks upon the F.nglish rule. Grey 
first marched against the rebels at Cjlcnmahuc in Wicklow and suffered 
a reverse. Then he turned to Smerwuk, reduced it to surrender, and 
put the whole garrison of 600 to the sword, 400 of them ‘ as gallant and 
goodly persons as of any 1 ever beheld ’ Phrough tfie length and breadth 
of Ireland he passed like a scourge, liaiurmg and mutilating the rebels, 
burning the crops, reducing the wreiclied inhabitants to surrender by tiie 
terror of famine and the sword Ills record after two years’ campaign 
in Ireland was ‘1,485 chief men and gentlemen slam, not accounting those 
of the meaner sort, nor vet cxteuiions bv law, which wc re innumerable 
Grev’s term of olFue docs not rinke pleasant reading Put it is idle to 
expect the humanitananism of the tv\entieth eeiiturv in an Elizabethan 
who combined the spirit of imperialism with the religious fervour of an 
early crusader fie reproached himself with a lack of thoroughness in 
the extirpation of his foes, and i<i the criticism of an unsympathetic 
government whicli professed to dislike liis cruelty whilst, in reality, it 
only grudged his expenditure, ‘ he sorrowed that pit) for the wicked and 
evil should be enchanted unto Her Majesty’ \ncl Spenser endorsed all 
that (irey did. To him, and he must liave* hid ample opportunity for 
judging, (jrey w'as a nun '■ whom, who th it well knewe, kruwc him to be 
most gentell, affable, loving, and temperate, but that the iieccssitye ot 
that present state ot thinges enforced him to that violence, and allmosl 
changed his very naturall disposition ’ As private secretary he would 
probably accompany (irey on all his expeditions ; and the vivid pictures 
which he drew of the poverty and de^tilution ot Ireland, which suggested 
not a little detail in the f a frit’ Ouet’nt\ read like the records of an eye- 
witness The I'me of the Preicnt State of Ireland^ written some years latei, 
is a reasoned defence ot Grey’s eharac ter and policy, and that same man 
who after two years’ fruitless attempt to crush rebellion was recalled 
to England to undergo a strict examination of his stewardship, was 
glorified in the Faerie Oueene as bir .'Vriegall, the chosen instrument of 
justice — * Most sacred vertuc she of all the rest ’ 

After (Prey’s departure Spenser remained in Ireland executing subordi- 
nate but not unlucrative duties as a civil servant. Already, in the orevious 
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year, he had been appointed Clerk of Decrees and Recognizances in the 
Irish Court of Chancery, and had obtained the lease of the Abbey and 
Manor of Enniscorthy, in Wexford County. But the Abbey was not long 
his home, if indeed he ever lived there, for in December 1581, he had 
relinquished it in favour of one Richard Synot, and m the following 
month was granted for six years a house in Dublin, valued at five pounds 
Later in 1582 the House of Friars, called New Abbey, Co Kildare, 
was granted to him to be held on a twenty-one years’ lease at a rent of 
three pounds. In May 1583 ‘Edmund Spenser of New Abbey’ is 
nominated with some others ‘ to be a commissioner of musters in the 
County of Kildare, its crosses and marches, to summon all the subjects 
of each barony, and tliere so mustered to assess in w'arlike apparel, arms, 
horse, horsemen, and footmen, according to the qiiantitv of their lands 
ind goods, according to the ancient customs and laws of the kingdom and 
tlie instructions of the Lords Justices ^ ^ In the following two tears he 
perforins a similar oflice In iqSb he dates a sonnet to blarvcv^ from 
Dublin , in I5 K(j lie succeeds his Iricnd Ludovick Br^skett as Clerk of the 
Council of Munster. 'I'liis Council, with Sir )ohn Norrevs as its president, 
was actively cngigcnl in ‘planting’ Munster with 1 ‘nglish colonists, 
dividing the province into different seigniories to be assigned to different 
gentlemi n underteke rs whom the crown was anxious to enrich, and b) 
whose mfliK nee the barbarism and destitution of the country should be 
civilized and turned to prosperit) Prominent among these was Sir 
Walter Ralegh, wdio obt nned various grants, amounting in all to some 
forty thousand acres Spenser himself received the more modest grant 
of the manor and castle r)f Kilcolman in the couniv of Cork It consisted 
of 3,028 acres, with siv English householders settled under him as culti- 
vators of the land 'llie date at whkli he took up his residence at 
Kileolmari cannot be exactly determined, but his resignation in 1587 ot 
his Clerkship in Dublin, the simc \ear that the lease ot his Dublin house 
ran out, points to that time, 'Fhc grant was not ratified until i^gi, but 
he was ceitainly in possession two years bedore. 

Spenser’s life* during these nine \ears was not entirch occupied with 
official business. He had leisure for literary work, and he had now c(un- 
pleted the first three books of that great poem on whuli he had emb.irkecl 
before leu mg England And though he must often h.ue been lonch. 
and thrown entirely upon his own resources, he was not altoge ther cut off 
from the stimulus of congenial socie‘t\ In Dublin, holding \anous 
offices under the crown, was a coterie of P nghdimcn who lo\cd learning 
and held Spenser m liigh repute as sclu^lir and .is poet No biographer 
of Spenser can have unquoted the account guen Iw Bryskett, in his 
Dtsioursf of Civil I.ijc, of a gathering of friends at his cottage near 
Dublin, d'ouched with the dignity and courtly grace of the Renaissance 

' Vide Reports of Deputy Keeper oj Ruhhc Recofd^ w Irchwd, quoted b\ buck 
New Facts concermny^ the Life of Spenser (Mod Larg Nol< Dttembcr 1004) 
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dialogue, it casts a vivid light upon the character of the society into 
which Spenser was thrown, and upon the part he played in it. 

* Yet is there a gentleman in this company,’ says Bryskett, ‘whom I have 
had often a purpose to intreate, that as his licsure might seruc him, he would 
vouchsafe to spend some time with me to instruct me in some hard points 
which I cannot of myselfe understand , knowing him to be not onely perfect 
in the Greek tongue, but also very well read in Philosophie, both morall and 
naturall. Neuerthcless such is mv bashfulncs, as I neuer yet durst open my 
mouth to disclose this my desire unto him, though I have not wanted some 
hartning thereunto from himselfe For of loue and kindnes to me, he encoui-aged 
me long sithens to follow the reading of the Greeke tongue, and offered me his 
helpc to make me vnderstand it But now that so good an oportunitie is 
offered vnto me, to satisfie in some sort my desire ; I thinke I should commit 
a great fault, not to myselfe alone, but to all this company, if 1 should not 
enter my request thus farre, as to moue him to spend this time which we have 
now destined to familiar discourse and conuersation, in declaring unto us the 
great benefits which men obtaine by the knowledge of Morall Philosophic, and 
in making us to know what the same is, what be the parts thereof, whereby 
vertues arc to be distinguished from vices , and finally that he will be pleased 
to run ouer in such order as he shall thinke good, such and so many pnnciplcs 
and rules thereof, as shall serue not only for my better instruction, but also 
for the contentment and satisfaction of you al. For I nothing doubt, but that 
euery one of you will be glad to hcare so profitable a discourse and thinke 
the time very wel spent wherin so excellent a knowledge shal be reucalcd unto 
you, from which euery one may be assured to gather some fruit as wel as myselfe. 
Therefore (said 1) turning myselfe to M Spetntr^ It is you sir, to whom it per- 
taineth to shew yourselfe courteous now unto us all and to make vs all beholding 
unto you for the pleasure and profit which we shall gather from your speeches, 
if you shall vouchsafe to open unto vs the goodly cabinet, in which this excellent 
treasure of vertues lleth locked up from the vulgar sort And thereof in the 
behalfe of all as for myselfe, I do most earnestly intreate you not to say vs nay. 
Vnto which wordes of mine euery man applauding most with like words of 
request and the rest with gesture and countenances expressing as much, 
M. Spensir answered in this manner Though it may scemc hard for me, to 
refuse the request made bv you all, whom euery one alone, I should for many 
respects be willing to gratific , yet as the case standeth, I doubt not but with 
the consent of the most part of you, I shall be excused at this time of this taske 
which would be laid vpon me, for sure I am, that it is not vnknownc unto you, 
that I haue alrcedy vndertaken a work tending to the same effect, which is in 
berotcal verse under the title of a Faerie Queene to represent all the moral vertues, 
assigning to euery vertue a Knight to be the patron and defender of the same, 
in whose actions and feates of arms and chiualry the operation* o# that vertue 
whereof he is the protector, ire to be expressed, and tiie vices and unruly 
appetites that oppose themselves against the same, to be beaten down and 
ouercome. Which work, as I haue already well entred into, if God shall please 
to Sparc me life that I may finish it according to my mind, your wish {M. Bryskett) 
will be in some sort accomplished, though perhaps not so effectually as you 
could desire. And the same may very well serue for my excuse, if at this time 
I crauc to be forborne in this your request, since any discourse, that T might 
make thus on the sudden in such a subject would be but simple, and little to 
your satisfactions. For it would require good aduisement and premeditation 
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for any man to vndcrtakc the declaration of these points that you have proposed, 
containing in effect the Ethickc part of Morall Philosophic. Whereof since 
I haue taken in hand to discourse at large in my poeme before spoken, I hope 
the expectation of that work may leruc to free me at this time from speaking 
in that matter, notwithstanding your motion and all your in treaties But 
I will tell you how 1 thinkc by himsclfc he may very well excuse my speech, 
and yet satisfie all you m this matter. 1 haue scene (as he knoweth) a translation 
made by himselfe out of the Italian tongue of a dialogue comprehending all 
the Ethick part of Moral Philosophy, written by one of those three he formerly 
mentioned, and that ts by Gtraldt vnder the title of a dialogue of ciuil life. 
If It please him to bring us forth that translation to be here read among vs, 
or otherwise to dcliuer to us, as his memory may seruc him, the contents of 
the same , he shal (I warrant you) satisfie you all at the ful, and himselfe wil 
haue no cause but to thinkc the time well spentin reuiewinghis labors, especially 
in the company of so many his friends, who may thereby reape much profit 
and the translation happily fare the better by some mending it may receiuc 
in the perusing, as all wntings else may do by the often examination of the same. 
Neither let it trouble him that I so turne oucr to him agame the taskc he wold 
haue put me to, font falleth out fit for him to verifie the prmcipall of all this 
Apologie, cuen now made for himselfe, because thereby it uill appeare that 
he hath not withdrawne himselfe from seruice of the state to liuc idle or wholly 
priuate to himselfe, but hath spent some time in doing that which may greatly 
benefit others and hath serued not a little to the bettering of his owne mind, 
and increasing of hts knowledge, though he for modesty pretend much ignorance, 
and pleade want in wealth, much like some rich beggars, who either of custom, 
or for couetousnes, go to begge of others those things whereof they haue no 
want at home W ith this answer of ;!/. 5’penscri it seemed that all the company 
were wel satisfied, for after some few speeches whereby they had shew'ed an 
extreme longing after his worke of the Faerie Qiteene^ whereof some paicels had 
been by some of them seem, the/ all began to presse me to produce my tiansla- 
lion mentioned by M. Spmser that it might be perused among them , or else 
that I should (as near as I could) deliucr unto them the contents of the same, 
supposing that mv memory would not much fade me in a thing so studied and 
advisedly set downc m writing as a translation must be ’ 

In the early autumn of 1^89 Spenser rccci\ed a visit from Sir Walter 
Ralegh. Ousted by the Earl of Essex from the favour of Elizabeth, 
Ralegh thought it prudent to absent himself from court, and he had come 
to Ireland to look to his Munster estates, and to reflect upon further 
schemes for the advancement of his countrv’s glory and his own ambitions. 
Ralegh stands out m the history of the time as perhaps the completcst 
representative of the Elizabethan spirit Like Sidney he w'as a brilliant 
scholar, who took a keen interest in the development of literature, and 
was anxious to add to his other distinctions that of the patron of artistic 
genius, like Sidney, thoiiirh with .a difference, he w’as himself a man of 
letters ; like Sidney he despised the more cautious policy of Burghlcy, 
and was eager to strike at the pow'er of Spain by na\al enterprise and b) 
the conquest and coloniz.ition of lands beyond the seas. But where 
Sidney had only dreamed, Ralegh had already achieved Elizabeth had 
indeed granted to Sidney vast tracts of land in America, but she had 
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never allowed him to crot>b the Atlantic, and he had to rest content 
with the exercise ot his martial prowess in the tourney and in single 
combat, and with the final satrilicc ot his life at Zutphen in a barren 
campaign against Philip in the Netherlands. Ralegh, in the daring spirit 
of a modern adventurer, had rivalled the exploits of Frobisher and Drake , 
he had bearded the Spaniards upon the high seas, and pursued the glories 
of knight errantrv in the guise of a buccaneer. He had made persistent 
and costly efforts to found the colony of Virginia, and liad taken an active 
part in the pursuit of the Armadi And now his presence at Kilcolman 
stirred all Spenser’s \outhful ambitions It was not their first meeting. 
Both had enjoved, at the vamc time, the patronage of Leicester, and 
Ralegh serving under Cjrcv hid been one ol the captains appointed to 
carry out the massacre of the surrendered garrison at Smcrwick. But 
now, under Spenser’s roof, they were drawn into a closer intimacy 
Each confided to the other his literary projects and ambitions, and 
Ralegh was not slow in rccognumg the supreme merits of the Faerie 
Oueene His own restless energy reawakened in Spenser the desire to 
push his fortunes at Court They set sail together, and before llie 
close of the )ear Spenser was m London. Ralegh, oiuc more in favour, 
presented him to the queen and he W'as graciously received. On the 
first of December the first instalment of the I aerie Oueene was entered 
at the Stationers’ Hall I'.arlv in the next \eir it was published, with 
the dedication ‘ to the most mightv and magnihicnt hinpresse Elizabeth, 
by the grace of (lod, Queene of I’.ngland, France, and Ireland , Defender 
of the Faith, &c , Her most humble servant Ed Spenser ’ 

Not content with the mere dedication of the poem to the queen, Spenser 
added seventeen sonnets, in which he commciiLlcd his work to the 
most powerful men ot the day 'The list is highlv significant; for no 
poem had ever before been brought by its author to the attention of so 
august a coinpanv. I’lie different language in whuh he appealed to each 
for his favour and interest throws much light upon the attitude in which 
he regarded them Lo Sir Chiistopher Hatton and Lord Burghlcy he 
writes as grave counsellors, the pillars of the stale, to the b.arl of Oxford, 
the liOrd Hcjward, High \diniral, to Sir John Norreys, as men whose fame 
he has already etcrnr/cd, and to Lssex as one whose ‘ Iictok parts ’ will 
form his future theme 'I'he sonnet to Lord liuckhurst pays hnc tribute 
to ‘ the lofty numbers and hcroitk style ’ of the Induction , he addresses 
Lord Circy in terms of deep gratitude and personal devotion, and Ralegh 
as his comrade in song, tlie ‘ deare delight ’ of his sovereign, her soldier 
and poet. Nor did he torget the memory of him who had first encouraged 
his art Sidney was dead , but to ‘ that most heroiek spirit ’ he pays 
homage in a sonnet to his sister the Countess of Pembroke. He concludes 
with addresses to his cousin i.ady Carey, and ‘to all the gratious and 
ocautiful Ladies in the Court ’ 

The success of the poem was immediate, and the literary world was not 
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slow to recognize that the promise of the ‘ newe poctc ’ was more than 
fulfilled. For more than a year London seems to have been liis head- 
quarters, and here he could enjoy his triumph to the full It was in the 
summer of 1590, perhaps, that he paid a prolonged visit to the neighbour- 
hood of Alton in Hampshire, for Aubrey was informed that ‘ Mr Spenser 
lived sometime in these parts, in this delicate sweete aire, where he 
enjoyed his Muse, and writt good part of his verses ’ , ^ but in the autumn 
lie would be back again at the centre of culture, on easy terms with all 
lovers of the arts. Among the ladies of the court he had many friends, 
and some of them he honoured with the dedication of poems For the 
Countess of Pembroke he w'rotc ilic Ruines of Tune ‘ to the renowning 
of the race of the Dudlevs and to the eternizing of the chiefe of them 
late deceased in particular Sir Philip Sidney. To the Marquessc of 
Northampton he dedicates Daphuuda, and to each of his cousins. Lady 
Strange, Lady Compton and Montegle, and I,ady Carey, he dedicates 
a poem, addressing Lid}' Car(‘y in terms which suggest a special intimacy. 

I’here can be no doulit that Sptnsci antic ipated substantial recognition 
of his poetic fame in the shaj-^c of a post of respoiiMbilitv under the crown 
He had too great a sympathy with the national idc I]^ of Sidnev and of 
Ralegh to desire a mere sinecure , and his bitterest scorn was always 
directed against tliose who spent ihcir lives hanging about the court in 
idleness ; but it is clear that he aspired to some office which would give 
ins ambitions a fuller scope than his Munster clerkship Yet this was 
not to be. 'Phe queen miglit be personally attracted to Ralegh, as she had 
been before to Leicestei, but slie still trusted Burghle\ , and from Rurghlev 
that man had little to hope who appeared at court under the patronage 
of Leicester, Ralegh, and later of l’sse\, whibt hiv un'«wer\ing lo\altv 
to his friends, when they were dead or out of favour, did not mirk him 
as the likely recipient of worldly honours Rather more than a vear after 
Ins grcut poc-m had appeared he rcccuvccl a pension of lift} pounds a ve.ir, 
and w'lth this he hid n st eonieiit His iinj^reseions of the daikcr side 
of court life, which liad disgusted him ten vears before, were now ir- 
tcnsified It was probably when he saw that all his hopes were frustrate 
and that nothing could be gamed by a silcnc'e intolerable to hb impulsive 
nature, that he c(dlectecl his volume of CompLnni^, in which he vukc- his 
despair at llic neglect of ilie arts and the dcgcncrac} of the tune-, and 
continually attributes them to the sinister influence of Burghle\ Among 
these poems he included his carh satire of Motfer lluhheriT adding 
to It that magnificently scornful exposure of the pitiful state of the 
suitor at court 

Spenser's in ibility to obtain court pi eft rnunt has been the c.nwc of man\ 

' Wc have iio moms of determinir.g acciiralcK at wfiat i>triocl of SpeiiH'r’s life 
this visit was paid, but it is diffinilt to fit it m to the crowded \ears before ho loft 
for Ird.ind, and on his serond visit lo Engl ind (i505-(>) he wrote little [H>etr\ 
Hence the summer of 15(10 seems the iiio^'t probable date 
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a diatribe against the neglect of literature in general and the ttingineta 
of Elizabeth and Burghley in particular. But apart from the fact that 
Burghley had good reason to dislike him, this criticism is beside the mark. 
For why should the man of letters, and above all the poet, expect to 
receive rewards from a world that has little in common with his peculiar 
gifts, and to receive them in the form of an appointment which can only 
divert him from following the true bent of his genius ? As a matter of 
fact, Spenser was treated far better than many poets have been. a year 
may seem a meagre price for an immortal poem, but the present age can 
hardly be expected to pay what is, after all, the debt of posterity. More- 
over, it must not be forgotten that represents at least ^^400 of our 
money to-day. This, as a free gift from the crown to a man who had 
already been presented with a gentleman’s estate in Ireland, and was 
in no need of court aid, was, at least, a pleasant recognition of his genius. 
Spenser rcahzed fully enough that the court was no place for a poet to 
thrive, and that the better side of his nature could only find its rcahzation 
in retirement with the Muses. Part of the satire m Mother Hubberds TaU 
is implicitly directed at the poet for going to court ; and though to the 
end of his hfe there were moments m which he reflected with bitterness 
upon his unrealized ambitions, it is clear that he became more and more 
reconciled to his lot. The tone in which Cohn Clout explains the reasoitt 
for his return ^ is very different from the invective of Mother Hubherds 
Tale, and the words by which Mclibee almost persuades the heroic 
Sir Calidore to be a shepherd, give voice to what was surely the poet’s 
settled mood. 

The tune was once, in my first prime of ycarct, 

When pride of youth forth pricked my desire, 

When I disdain’d among my equal! pearcs 
To follow ihcepe, and shepheards base attire : 

For further fortune then I would inquire. 

And leauing home, to roiall court I sought ; 

Where I did sell my scife for yearcly hire, 

And in the Pnnees gardin daily wrought : 

There 1 beheld such vaincncss as 1 neuer thought. 

With sight whereof soone doyd, and long deluded 
With idle hopes, which them doe enter taine, 

After I had ten ycarcs my sclfc exduded 
From natiue home, and spent my youth in vaiae, 

I gan my follies to my scife to plainc, 

And this sweet peace, whose lacLe did then appeare. 

Tho backc returning to my sheepc againe, 

I from thenceforth have team’d to louc more deare 
This lowly quiet life, which I inherite here. (vi. ix. 24, 25.) 

In London, surrounded by those who enjoyed princely favour and were 
playing for big stakes, the lesson was harder to learn; but even there the 

' Colin Chuts Come Home Agame, 660-822. 
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beiutiei revealed to his imagiiution had power to drive awa^r the sullen 
care which afflicted him 

Through discontent of his long fruitlesse staye 
In princes court, and expectation vavne 
Of idle hopes, which still doc fly away. 

4 t Kilcolman, by the side of the Mulla, in the country whose beauty he 
had come to love, he was content. It is as fatal to high poetic achievement 
to live in the strenuous pursuit of fortune as to be condemned to unin- 
terrupted ‘distance from the kind’. In truth, life in Ireland, with 
occasional visits to England, to quicken and to feed his interest m affairs, 
and at the same time to make him appreciate more fully the peace that 
awaited him at home, was a good life for the poet, and he knew it. 

To Ireland he returned, probably in the spring of 1591,^ leaving behind 
him, ready for publication, his volume of Complaints. 

This volume, as we have seen, contains work completed during his 
stay in London, but it takes us back to his earliest years of authorship 
We can safely attribute to his undergraduate days the T tstons of du BAlay 
and the F tstons of Pttrarchy a mere rehandling of the versions he had 
written for Van dcr Noodt. The former arc turned with as little change 
as possible from blank verse to sonnets of Shakespearian form, and a few 
poems omitted by Van der Noodt arc added to the series (6, 8, 1 3, 14). 
The latter needed less manipulation, for he had rhymed them in his 
earlier version ; but in four of the first six he had originally kept to the 
twelve lines of Marot’s rendering, and these he expanded to sonnet form; in 
place of the quatrain which in 1569 closed the senes he now added a sonnet 
of his own rhyme system (abab bebe eded cc). To the same period belongs 

^ The exact time at which Spenser returned to Ireland cannot be determined with 
certainty He dated Daphnaida from London ‘ this first of Jan. 1591 \ which 
according to the old style of reckoning, by which the year began with March 25, 
would mean 1592 On the other hand, CoUn Clout is dated from Kilcolman, Decem- 
ber 27, 1591. A journey from Ireland could hardly have been made m three days, 
and we have to choose between regardmg either (i) one or other of the dates as a mis- 
print, or (2) the dating of Daphnatda as intentionally accordinjj to the new style, 
or (3) the dating of Cohn Clout from Kilcolman as a ruse to fit in with the general 
conception of the poem. Mr. P. Long has argued ably for the last alternative, but 
I cannot bring myself to accept it. Though much of the detail and the setting of 
the poem is undeniably fictitious, its whole spirit suggests lo m> mind that Spenser 
had actually returned to Ireland when he wrote it, and was reviewing for Ralegh’s 
pleasure and his own satisfaction his visit to London, its disappointments and con- 
solations. But in any case, Spenser was in London in December 1590, when his 
Complaints was entered at the Stationers’ Hall. The siatement, therefore, in my 
preface to the Minor Poems of Spenser, Clarendon Press, 1910 (p xvii), that the 
venture of the publisher was undertaken after Spenser's departure over sea, and that 
therefore he had no opportunity of correcting the proofs, is justly pointed out by 
Mr. Long as untenable It is indeed quite likely that he did not see the proofs, 
but he cannot have been innocent of the publication of the volume, though its 
coQtenti suggeat reason! why he might wish to appear to ; wd the Preface contributad 
by Ponsonby must have been a piece of intentional mvstification 

fPENSER 
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the translation of Du Bellay’s Antiquitez de Rome, in the Shakespearian 
form, and soon after, whilst still dominated by the induencc of the Plciade, 
he must have wriuen his own original sequence, the Visions of the Worlds 
VaniUe, He was, doubtless, interested in the work of the Pleiadc upon its 
formal side, but he was attracted to their matter also. His natural 
addiction to alkt^ory wa.s strengthened by his study of ihcir work; and 
the recurrent themes of the vanity of the world, and the degeneracy of 
the times, as well as their insistence upon the immortality which verse 
alone can bestow, had more thin a passing effect upon him. 

Later than this, and belonging to his early J^ondon years, are Virgils 
ittiat and Mother lluhberds T tih , though Mother Ilubberds Tale was 
specially revised and in part rewritten for publication in iqc^i i'lrgih 
Gnat was described b\ Wharton as a ‘ \ague and arbitrary paraphrase’ 
of the pscudo-\ irgilian Culex, and certainly it reads more like an oiiginal 
poem than a transl ition It is more than half as long again as the Culex, 
and Spenser, with his loieof a fluent and leisurely style, has felt himself 
free in it to elaborate and c\]Mnd as his faiu\ suggested Already his 

‘-eft Muse delights to plav, 

An easie running verse with tender feete, 

and in its peculiar use of assoiumc, .alliteration, and the iteration of word 
and verbal cadence, I'lrgih is not a little siiggcstnc of the style 

that Spenser was later to bring to perfection ^ 

Of the political signituame ot Mother lluhherds Tale I have spoken 
already. Its poetical importance is c\cn greitcr Like the (arlv I'lsions 
it is allegorical, but for its inspiruion he has turned awav from the em- 
blematic devices of the Pliiade to the more comprehensive methods oi 
mediaeval allcgor) Caxton's iran^-htion of Renard iht I ox has supplied 
him with the plot : its manner shov\s the further influence of Chaucer 
In the Shepheardfs Calender he had aimed at the formation of an ideal 
poetic diction on the model of Chaucer; now he lakes the same model 
upon simpler lines, his object being to write in the familiar siyk without 
the richness of allusion, so predominant in his work as a whole, and with 
only the faintest touch of archaism. ‘ Simple is the devise and the com- 
position mcane,’ he tells us. The language is essentially plain, and admirably 
suited to clear anti forLible narritue And his use of the lieroic couplet 
has all the ease of mastcrv Ikit not only is tlie jviem in metre and 
language Chaucerian, Spenser lias here caught sueccssfull) something of 

' A comparison of 11 .377-84 with C uh t 237-40 

‘ Kt I'll VOS, Lalona, tnae meinor anxius true 
(Im[>lae.ibilis na riimisj laret ahlis tsca 
Urreur, a tanlis ihsiMere*, Icrreor, umbris, 
ad Stygias revoealus aquas,’ 

will at the same time show the manner m which Spenser expnded his original, and 
suggest one at least of the sources whence he learnt his musical device of repetition. 
Cf p 1x111, infra 
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the Chaucerian spirit. The gravely-drawn portrait of the formal priest, 
who could not read or write : 

Of such deep learning little had lie neede, 

Nc yet of Latinc, nc of Greeke, that breede, 

Doubts mongst Divines, and difference of texts, 
hrom wlicnce arise divcrsitie of sects, 

And hateful heresies, of God abhor’d 
Hut this good Sir did follow the plaine word, 

Me meddled with their controversies vainc (11 386-91) 

— as well as the sermon that follows, with its sublime excuse for the neglect 
of all a pastor’s duties by the text All ihalbe of Cod, is in the best 

vein of Chaucerian irony Like Chaucer too he docs not labour his 
moral, but tells his story \ividl) and in places with a real humour. But 
from this he can rise into the manner more essentially characteristic of 
his own art. fiis idealism finds \oicc in the biicf appeal against the 
degradation of poetrj and in the picture of the brace couruer, his indig- 
nation in the magmheent outburst ol iii\ccti\c at the pitiful suitor’s state 
Mother Iluhberds F ale is bpciiscr’s onl\ poem written with a definite 
satiric purpose, it reveals a tombination of cjualities which arc not 
commonly attributed to him — a Satiric pow'cr ranging from the slyest sug- 
gestion to savage iron\, a shrewd and humorous knowledge of the world, 
and a certain priniuivc understanding of both animal and human nature. 

'The Jeares oj tit Mu^es and the Ruines oj Time are far less interesting. 
The whole tone of tlie former, out of touch with the development of 
poetry w'hich finds such generous if somewhat uncritical recognition only 
a little later in Cohn Clouts Covie Nome Agatue, suggests that it was 
written at least before Spenser’s return from freland, and perhaps earlier 
still. Passages in it recall the language of Cuddle in Oitoher of the 
Shepheardet Calender, but there is no Piers to give the antidote, and the 
monotonous harping upon the degeneracy of the times does not ring 
entirely true I’he Ruines of ftme also contains early work, and in 
the ‘ tragick Pageaunis ’ with which it closes we have a return to the 
emblematic art of the early Visions. But from a lament which, for the 
most part, is conventional both in style and setting, Spenser rises to 
genuine feeling in his scorn for the ‘ courting masker ’ who fawned on 
the great Leicester in the days ol his prospent) , and now that he is dead 
upbraids his deeds (107-224) ; and m his tribute to Sidney’s memorv 
(281-343) his verse takcj> on that peculiarh haunting melod) in which 
he IS wont to voice an intimate emotion 

Mutopoimos was written in I ;<)0 , n seems to have been printed 
scpiratclv in that \car and then added to the Complaints. Its tone is very 
different from the other contents of the bcx)k. 'I'he lines which Keats 
borrowed from it as a motto for his first volume : 

What more felicitic can fall to creature 
Than to enjov delight with libcrtic ^ 
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express the spirit in which Spenser wrote it. It is surely a mistake to 
read into this delicious d* esprit a moral or satirical intention. For 

once Spenser was not sage nor serious, but simply a poet, spinning for 
sheer delight in his craft a web of verse as delicate as Arachne’s. The 
fineness of Spenser’s art is often shown m his delineation of insects ; ^ 
here his butterfly is exquisitely painted ; and so lovely is the garden 
into which he strays that Milton drew hints from it for his Paradise, 
Muiopotmos stands with Nymphidia and the fairy scenes of A Midsummer 
Night's Dream as the most charming of Elizabethan fantasies. 

Here and there in Muiopotmos are lines which show that Spenser’s 
love of Chaucer had not waned ; and this is still clearer from Daphnaida^ 
which celebrates the mourning of Sir Arthur Gorges for his lost wife. 
In writing this lament for a lady with whom he had no personal acquain- 
tance he turned to the Boke of the Duchesse^ where Chaucer was engaged 
upon a similar task ; and both in his general design and in many details 
he IS indebted to his master ^ But Chaucer’s octosyllabics he felt to 
be unsuitcd both to the subject and to his own genius. All through 
the volume of Complaints he had been experimenting in different 
combinations of the five-foot line here, m Daphnaida, by transposing 
the fifth and sixth lines of the verse roval and tlius avoiding the couplet 
ending, he invents a new stanza of singular sweetness and beauty. 

Back in Ireland, Spenser settled down once more to the duties of his 
clerkship, and to the management of his estate N quarrel with his 
neighbour, Lord Roche, had troubled him before his departure, and though 
this was settled, apparently in his favour, at the English courts, another 
dispute with Roche over three plough-lands, which Spenser was accused of 
appropriating, converting ‘ a gretc dealc of cornc growingc thereuppon 
to his proper use, to the damage of the complainant of two hundred 
pounds sterling’, seems to have gone against him. On the slender evidence 
before us it is unnecessary to take sides between the disputants. As an 
Englishman and an uncompromising friend of Grey’s Spenser is certain 
to have been disliked by his more powerful Irish neighbours, and he is not 
likely to have concealed his own feelings with regard to them. But it is 
easy to make too much of these petty worries ; for it is clear enough that 
they did not seriously disturb hi$ happiness and peace of mind. The years 
into which he had now entered show great poetic productiveness. His 

• Cf. c.g. his description of the gnat as ‘a litle nourslmg of the humid ayre* 
(V trails Gnat, 283), and the simile of the shejiherd annoyed by gnats {b aerie Queene, 
I. i. 23), where his s>mpathy is all on the side of the insects. 

• Vide Nadal, Daphnaida and the Boke of the Duchesse (Mod, Lang. Assoc. Am., 
vol xxm, 1908), where the analfjgy is elaborutcly worked out 

• In Mother iiubberds Tale the heroic couplet ; in Rmnes of Time the rhyme 
royal ; in The Teares of the Muses the six-line decasyllabic (ababcc) (cf. Shepheardes 
Calender, June and b:cember)\ in Vtrgils Gnat and Muiopotmos the ottava rima, 
in the different sonnet sequences the Shakesoearian and the Spenserian nonnet 
iorms. 
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first work was Cohn Clouts Como Home Agatne,^ in which he recounted his 
recent experiences, — Ralegh’s visit to him at Kilcolman, their journey 
to London, his reception at court, and his impressions of all he saw there. 
In no other poem are we more keenly sensible of the subtle charm of 
Spenser’s personality than in this graceful piece of ideahzed autobiography 
The form is pastoral; the manner simple and without ornament, but never 
prosaic, touching the most trivial incident with grace, and capable of 
rising without violence to express the deepest emotion. It is the triumph 
of the familiar style in which so few writers have excelled To write thus 
is only possible to one who is both artist and gentleman : Pope can do it 
occasionally, but he is not always a gentleman ; so can Cowper, but he 
is not always an artist. The masters in this kind are Shelley and Spenser 
At the same period Spenser collected a small volume of poems commemo- 
rative of Sidney, to which he contributed the first — Asirophely A Pastor all 
Elegte — and probably the second;* and he was busy upon the second 
instalment of the Faerie Queene^ of which three more books, written, it 
seems, at the rate of one a year, were practically complete in 1594. 

On June ii, 1594, after rather more than twelve months’ courtship, 
he married Elizabeth Boyle, whose home was at Kilcoran, near to the sea 
strand of Youghal. She was a lady of good family, and kinswoman to 
Sir Richard Boyle, afterwards created first Earl of Cork,* The inner 
history of this courtship and its consummation is recorded, in idealized 
form, in the Amoretti and Eptthalamton, 

Modern criticism, which has made so damaging an assault upon the 
sincerity of Elizabethan sonneteers, could hardly be expected to leave 
this beautiful sequence unassailed ; and the view has lately been advanced 
that the Amoretti arc addressed for the most part to Lady Carey, and 
hence were written during Spenser’s residence in London ^ But whilst 
It IS possible that some of the sonnets were in the first place inspired by 
Lady Carey, or indeed by Rosalind or some earlier* and still more elusive 
llamc, there is no reason for suspecting the integrity of the senes as a whole; 
and amid much that is borrowed from the stock-in-trade of the French 
sonneteers, and recounts the emotions incident to every courtship, real 

’ Colin Chuls Comr Home dated in the dedication to Ralegh, December 

1591, was published \vith Astrophd in 1595, and contains passages uhith must ha\c 
bwn added in that year 

* The Lay 0] Clortnda, who laments her lost brother, is commonlv attributed to 
the Countess of Fembroke. But if she did write it, she had studied to some pur|X)se 
the peculiarly Six?nscrian edeets of rh>thm and m(lod\ Tlic poem is, moreover, 
like the introductory elegv, woven into the plan of th<' vulume, and not a separate 
work, standing by itself, like those that follow It ismoic natural, therefore, to be- 
lieve that S|)cnser wrote it m her name For t rit icisni ot i^trophflvidQ FUpra,p xin 

* bi^enscr's wife was first idcnlihed by Grosart ; viuc I tjr, np. 198-201. 

* Mr P. W. I>ong, Mod. Lang. Rev. (April 1908), answered bs Mr. J C. Smith 
in the same journal (July 1910). 

*Thus e.g. Sonnet VIII is Shakespearian form, which at least suggests very earlv 
composition. 
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or feigned, there is much also that, to the sympathetic reader at least, 
seems circumstantial in detail, both in the progress of his suit and in the 
character of his mistress. Anyhow, it is evident from their publication 
with the Epithalamion that Spenser intended them to be regarded as 
addressed to his future wife; and if he had been criticized fonneorporatmg 
m the sequence poems of earlier date, his reply, like Donne’s in his Good 
Morrow^ would have been 

But this , all pleasures fancies be. 

If any beauty I did see 

Which 1 desired and got, ’twas but a dream of thee. 

In Astrophel^ with more daring poetic licence, he had identified Stella 
with Sidney’s wife, the Lady Francis VValsingham ; and it was natural 
to the Platonist to gather into his present emotion the tribute that he 
had paid to other women. 

The Amoretti are written with an easy and familiar grace, at once clear 
and melodious, capable of touching into beauty the ordinary changes and 
chances of the lover’s fortune, or of voicing the rarer ecstasy, so typically 
Spenserian, of the sonnet Most flortous Lord of !,yfe. As a series they 
arc incomplete, for when the lover seems already to have reached the goal 
venomous tongues cause misunderstanding and separation ; and the last 
four sonnets are in a minor key. 'Fhc consummation is read in the 
Epithnlnmion^ the most magnificent lyric ever penned of love triumphant. 

The Eptthalamton seems to concentrate into itself the essence of Spenser’s 
art. Nowhere else is there a more magic union of the lover’s passion with 
deep religious fcelii g, of a free and ardent joy with a deep and tender 
reverence. The style ranges from utter simplicity to highly wrought and 
richly coloured imagery, and draws alike upon the resources of mediaeval 
superstition and classic myth. And Spenser’s unfailing power over music 
is here unsurpassed. 1 lis intricate stanza form was suggested by the canzoni 
of Petrarch, but it is all his own. The linked melody of the rhymes, the 
varying rhythms, the relief of the occasional short line, and the lingering 
refrain of the final Alexandrine unite in a metrical design sustained 
throughout with marvellous beauty. 'Phis song is Spenser’s highest 
poetic achievement 

In the winter of 159^-6, Spenser was again in London; for the 
second instalment of the Faerie Queene was entered at the Stationers* 
Hall on the 20th of January. What hopes of personal advancement he 
had were now centred in the Earl of Essex, but they can hardly have 
been sanguine. Tlic influence of Burghley was still unshaken ; and 
Spenser, as walking ‘ beside the silver-streaming Themmes *, he looked 
up at Essex House, and praised the Spanish victories of the noble 
peer who was lodged therein, thought less of what he might secure 
through his new friend than of ‘ the gifts and goodly grace * that he had 
gained from Leicester its former owner, the patron of his youth. During 
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this visit he wrote little poetry. From ‘ Greenwich, this first of September 
1596 ’ he dated the publication ot Fotvre Hymnes^ the first two the work 
of ‘ the greener times of his youth ’ and expressive of his Platonic concep- 
tion of Love and Beauty, the other two added at this time to satisfy 
the religious scruples of * the most vertuous ladies, the Ladic Margaret 
Countesse of Cumberland, and the l^adic Mane Countesse of Warwick 
It IS unnecessary to accept literally Spenser’s apology for the earlier two 
Hymnes. The third and fourth books of the Faerie Queene show clearly 
enough that their Platonism was still a vital part of his creed , and the 
addition that he now made to them only extends their scope so as to 
embrace, in a manner perfectly natural to Spenser, the central ideas of 
Christiamty. His deepening experience had taught him that Love and 
Beauty spiritually conceived are tlic consummation ahke of the Platonic 
and the Christian faith. 

Now also he wrote the Prothalamton, a spousal verse made in honour 
of the two daughters of the Earl of Worcester. Metrically this poem is, 
perhaps, as beautiful as his own marriage ode, but it has not a like con- 
centration upon its avowed theme, nor does it voice the same ecstasy of 
passion. His main energies were probably directed to the tomposition 
of his Feue of the Present State of Ireland^ for which he had long been 
collecting materials. In this masterly tract he defends and justifies the 
character and policy of Grey against his detractors, exposes what seem to 
him the inevitable results which will follow from the weak and vacillating 
rule of his successor, Sir John Perrot, and outlines to the home government 
that method of dealing with the Irish problem which alone could save 
the English supremacy. Finally, he urges the creation of a Lord Licu- 
tenantship for Ireland , and in suggesting for the office that man ‘on whom 
the eye of England is fixed, and our last hopes now rest ’, he points clearly 
to Essex as the only person equal to coping with the situation. Written 
with a wide knowledge both of tlie antiquities of the country and its laws 
and customs, and a full appreciation of its present condition, this pamphlet 
is as able a plea as could well be penned for a policy of resolute and remorse- 
less suppression. In its lack of sympathy with the Irish, and its failure to 
understand the real causes of their disaffection, it is typical of the view 
held by all Elizabethans and by most English statesmen since. It is not 
surprising that the tract was not sanctioned by the government ; it was 
not entered at the Stationers’ Hall till 1598, and then with the proviso 
‘ uppon condicion that hee gett further aucthoritie before yt be prynted ^ 
It did not actually appear till 1633. 

Spenser was back again at Kilcolman in the next year (1597). He 
had resigned his clerkship to the Council of Munster three yean 
before, in favour of Sir Richard Boyle, ^ and was without office until, 
in September 1598, he was recommended by Elizabeth to be Sheriff 

‘ Grosart suggest* with some plausibility that this rosignalion may have been 
i family arrangement made at the time of bi» marriage. {Ltje, p. 203.) 
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of Cork, being described m the royal letters as ‘ a gentleman dwelling 
in the county of Cork, who is so well known unto you for all 
his good and commendable parts, being a man endowed with good 
knowledge in learning, and not unskilful or without experience in the 
wars \ Spenser had now four children, and his home was becoming 
increasingly dear to him. In his /Vm/ oJ the Present State oj Ireland he had 
dwelt upon the natural beauty of the country; in the fragment of a seventh 
book of the Faerie Queene^ all that is left us of his composition at this 
lime, his delight in it finds intimate and characteristic expression. For 
he lays his scene at Arlo Hill, and the ‘ mountaincs and rivers and faire 
forests ’ that surround Kilcolman are celebrated m a charming myth at 
the ancient haunt of Diana and her nymphs. But while he feels its beauty, 
he is conscious, more than ever before, of the ‘ heavy hapless curse ’ that 
now lies upon the country ; and his imagination gains sublimity as it 
broods over the instability of things on earth. I'he theme had been 
recurrent, as a faint undertone, throughout his poetry, in tune to that 
reflective melancholy which often served to heighten by contrast his keen 
sense of the joy and the splendour of life ; now it became the dominant 
note of his work. Throughout his life he had escaped from it to the 
contemplation of an ideal and golden past, now with sure foreboding 
of the gathering storm that was to overwhelm him he looked forward to 

the stcclfast rest of all things, firmely 5»tayJ 
Upon the pillours of eternity 

Munster appeared quiet enough, but the Council at Dublin seems fully 
to have anticipated a combination of Munster with the insurgent North, 
such as would lead to ‘ an universal Irish war, intended to shake off all 
Knglish government ’ ; and what was seen by the Dublin Council is not 
likely to have escaped the acute observation of Spenser. In his Veue 
he had noted how ‘ all have theyr earcs upright, wayting when the watch- 
woord shall come that they should all rise generally into rebellion, and cast 
away the English subjection. To which there nowe litle wanteth \ And 
he had commented thus upon the present lull : * when they are brought 
downe to extreme wretchedness, then they creepe a litle perhaps, and sue 
for grace, till they have gotten some breath and recovered their strength 
agayne.’ In October 1598 these worst fears were realized. Tyrone, who, 
two months before, had routed the Knglish army near Armagh, sent 
an expedition into Munster. The whole province rose in insurrection, 
and in the general destruction Kilcolman was sacked and burnt to the 
ground. Spenser escaped with his family to Cork, and there was entrusted 
by Sir John Norreys, the President of the province, with despatches to be 
delivered to the home government. He left Cork upon the 9th of December, 
and before the 24th he was in London. With the despatch of Sir John 
Norreys he presented to the queen a statement drawn up by himself, 
written moitlK before his departure, containing * certayne poynu to be 
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considered of in the recovery of the Realme of Ireland ^Fhe policy 
that he urges and the tone in which he voices it is the same in this, his last 
work, as in his longer tract. He must have felt that the present outbreak 
was only another vindication of the policy of Grey against the weaker 
efforts at conciliation which had merely courted disaster, and he was 
doubtless chosen as the messenger to the government at home that he 
might advise them upon immediate and resolute action But soon after 
his arrival at Westminster, Spenser was taken ill. He died on January 16, 

This sudden and dramatic close to the career of a poet who was associated 
in the public mind with the visionary and the ideal offered an irresistible 
temptation to the popular imagination, and tlie legend grew up that 
Spenser lost a child in the flames at Kilcolman and died in a garret in 
Westminster, starving and broken-hearted Ben Jonson, who loved to 
dilate upon the hard lot that the world meted out to the artist, and warned 
Drummond from cultivating ‘ Poetrie, for that she had beggared him, 
when he might have been a rich lawer, physitian, or marchant \ gave 
his support to the story. But it is probably apocryphal Spenser’s calm 
and reasoned statement to the queen, penned when the first shock of 
disaster was upon him, bhows little sign of a broken spirit. His friend 
Camden, indeed, speaks of him as * inops *. He had never been a rich 
man ; and after his hurried departure from Kilcolman and the burning 
jf his real property he may well have been in temporary want of money. 
But that the bearer of an important state missive, one who, moreover, 
lad a pension to fall back upon, should have died for lack of bread is 
nconceivablc ; and the statement, if it be true, that he ‘ refused twenty 
Dicccs from my lord of Essex, saying that he was sorric he had no time to 
pend them is capable of a very different interpretation. The offer 
hows dearly that he still had powerful friends able and ready to help 
lim, its refusal that gallant lightness of heart with which an Elizabethan 
gentleman paid his last debt to nature. 

His body was laid in Westminster Abbey, near to Chaucer. His 
uneral, of which Essex defrayed the cost, was attended by many noblemen 
md poets, who threw into the open grave elegies written to his memory 
ind the pens with which they wrote them. The queen, in a burst of 
inwontcd generosity, ordered him a monument ; but either her own 
inancial prudence, or the peculation of a subordinate, stepped in between 
ler intention and its fulfilment. In 1620 Anne, Countess of Dorset, 
orrected the oversight. But the true memorial to Spenser is to be read 
n the work of his successors. He is among the very greatest of our poets, 
►ut the significance of his poetry in the history of our literature is even 
reater than its intrinsic value. He recreated English prosody, giving 
>ack to our verse the fluidity and the grace that it had lost since the 
lays of Chaucer, and extending the range of its achievement ; he created 
* Quoted in full, Grosart, Lifr, pp 537-55. 

i 
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English poetic diction, lifting it fioni anarchy and stiffness, daring greatly, 
but triumphing whether m the simple or the ornate, widening its scope, 
but at the same time never failing to give it case and flexibility, so that 
language became to him a willing servant, and could voice the subtlest 
shades of mood or fancy. By means of this rich and varied style, fully 
expressive of his high seriousness, his spirituality, his inexhaustible sense 
of beauty, he has exercised a spell that has been potent lor three centuries, 
and none has called so many poets to their vocation. 

The greatness ol Spenser was fully recognized in his own day, and he 
was accorded praise from writers widely differing from him in method 
and ideal. To Shakespeare^ his ‘deep conceit’ needed ‘no defence’. 
Even Ben Jonson, who disliked his style, ‘ would have him read for his 
matter.’ Nashe, the brilliant realist and sworn foe to Gabriel Harvey, 
could find ‘ no frailtic ’ m the fame of ‘ immortall Spenser but the im- 
putation of this Idiot’s friendship’, eulogi/ed him as the * JttW. tot, oi 
whatsoever can be said ol sharpe invention and schollcrship and called 
him ‘ the Virgil of England ’ 

But the praise that would most have appealed to Spenser came from 
honest Dckker. ‘ 'Ehe abode of the poets in the Insulae Fortunatae,’ he 
tells us,^ ‘ are full of pleasant bowers and queint Arboures m all their 
walkcs. In one of which old Chaucer is circled around with all the maker 
or Poets of his tunc Grave Spenser was no sooner entered into this 
chapell of Apollo but these elders, Fathers of the divine Fune, gave him 
a Laurer and sung ins welcome ; Chaucer caWde him his Sonne^ and 
placd/ him at his right hand. All of them, closing up their Iippes in silence 
and turning all their earcs for attention, to hcarc him sing out the rest 
of his Faerie Queenc’s praises ’ 


The story of Spenser’s life is the key to much in that poem which was 
his crowning achievement. Written for the most part in the wild and 
solitary country of Ireland, the Faene Qunne is reminiscent of the world 
from which he was exiled, and expresses Ins > raining for a fuller life and 
for an abundance of all the good things that his spirit and senses lacked. 
But it is also fully charged with his experience during those years. "Hie 
charm of the country-side and the desolation of mountain and forest, 
the difficulties and dangers he had to face, the ruffians and the heroes 
that he encountered, the friends he made, the woman he loved, all find 
their place in the intricate structure of his poem. Its idealism, heightened 
by his instinctive desire to escape from a narrow and sordid reality, is thus 
combined with a realism that bespeaks his sure sense ol the imaginative 
value of all experience that is intensely lived. 

’ If, indeed, the poem in the Passionate Pilgntn, ‘ If music and sweet poetry agree,* 
« by Shakespeare. And it seems too good for Barnfield, to whom also it is attributed 
■ Dekker: A Knights Conjuring 
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It is typical of ‘ that sacred hunger of ambitious minds in which 
Spenser was at one with his age, that at the time when he was pressing 
his worldly fortunes in the service of Leicester he should have embarked 
upon the composition of a vast heroic poem, designed, as he ‘ flatly pro- 
fessed ’ in a letter to Harvey, to ‘ emulate perhaps to ‘ overgo ^ the 
Orlando Funoso. Such an achievement would not merely place him at 
the head of English poets, it would rank him as the foremost poet of 
the modern world. Ariosto was then at the height of his fame, declared 
by the critics to be a writer after Aristotle’s own heart, the inheritor of 
the epic splendour of Homer and Virgil, and credited, like them, with 
profound and studied moral import. In the Orlando Funoso Spenser saw 
a complete romance of chivalry, in which the main plots, setting forth 
the fates of two pairs of lovers, stood out from a crowded background of 
minor episode. The very intricacy of the scheme attracted him ; and in 
its combination of graphic incident with reflective comment he recognized 
an artistic method peculiarly fitted to his own contemplative geniua. 
But just as Milton conceived of Paradise Lost as not less but more heroic 
than the Iliad or Aeneid, a theme worthier of his austere Muse, so the 
sage and serious Spenser thought to surpass his model in the dignity both 
of his subject and of its handling. The Faene Qwene^ however much it 
might draw for incident and detail upon foreign sources, was to be a truly 
national poem, based on English legend and carrying on the national 
poetic traditions, VVliere Ariosto, in Ruggiero and Bradamante, set 
himself to celebrate the house of Este, Spenser would seek throughout 
his work to do honour to the English queen and to those of her courtiers 
who seemed most potent in shaping the destinies of his country. In the 
Orlando Funoso the allegory was vague and fitful, and the moral purpose, 
which Spenser had been taught to seek in it, was often abandoned fpr 
sheer delight in a baffling irrelevancy. The Faerie Queene^ as Spenser 
was careful to explain, was to be a ‘ continued allegory or darkc conceit \ 
and all the elaborate interwindings of its plot were to be directed by his 
ethical intention. The world of chivalry, which Ariosto viewed for the 
most part with a sceptical amusement, was to him a reflection of his own 
ideal conception of conduct, the means through which he might best 
attain his end, ‘ to fashion a gentleman or noble person in vertuous or 
gentle discipline.’ 

Weighty critics, amongst whom wc must reckon Spence in the 
eighteenth century and Courthopc in our own time, have suggested that 
Spenser read Ariosto in complete ignorance of his deep vein of irony, 
and that he took with the utmost gravity those ludicrous situations, and 
the sly comments upon them, which commend the essentially modern mind 
of Ajiosto to the reader of today. To hold this view is to misconceive 
alike the nature of Spenser’s idealism and the range of his artistic powen. 
The author of Mother Hubherds Tale was himself as subtle a master of 
irony as Ariosto ; and if he wrote little in that vein it was not from a 
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guileless innocence of the satiric point of view, but from his conviction 
that he had something greater to achieve. His high seriousness of purpose 
did not make him insensible to the humour of others, least of all when 
that humour was directed against the object of his instinctive reverence. 
A man is most sensitive where his love is engaged , and Spenser, in his 
passion for chivalry, was not likely to confound the accents of somewhat 
cynical amusement with his own sympathetic idealism It is significant 
that he takes from Orlando Furiow passage after passage of purely humorous 
flavour, and moulds them to serve his deeper purpose. lie could appre- 
ciate Ariosto’s distinctive charm at the same time as he realized its essential 
divergence from his point of view. 

O ^ran bonta dc’ cavalicn antiqul, 

laughs Ariosto in good-humoured raillery at a situation which illustrates 
with more than usual piquancy the unreal aspects of the chivnlric ideal. 
Spenser borrows from the situation all except its absurdity, ind breaks 
forth in accents of genuine enthusiasm. 

0 goodly vsage of those antique timeb, 

In which the sword was seruant vnto right, 

When not for malice and contentious crimes, 

But all for praise, and proofe of manly might, 

The martiall brood accustomed to fight 
Then honour was the meed of victorie, 

And yet the vamjuishcd had no despight 
Let later age that noble vse enuic, 

Vile rancour to auoid, and cruell surquedric. (iii. i. 13) 

He found much in Ariosto whuh was a mocking challenge to his idealism. 
He accepted the rhallenge, and met it by transmuting the mockery into 
a triumphant expression of his faith. Nowhere is Spenser’s independence 
in spirit and treatment, in all truly poetic qualities, more clearly asserted 
than where his matter owes to Ariosto an obvious debt. Here at least 
he was confident that he would ‘ overgo ’ the Orlando Furiow ^ 

In 1582, wh-en Spenser was already 'well entered upon’ the Faerie 
Queene, Tasso’s Cerusalemme Liberata made its appearance, and threatened 
to eclipse the fame of Orlando Furtoso as the modern rival to the epics 
of Homer and Virgil Spenser read it eagerly Its more rigid construc- 
tion, which later led Hurd, in his Letters on Chivalry^ to regard it as 
* tnmming between the classic and the Gothic manner ’, strengthened 
him in his desire to make his plot closely dependent upon his moral 
design ; whilst its greater dignity of tone, its sincerity of sentiment, its 
patent seriousness both of style and manner, responded more fully to 
his own conception of a poet’s calling. He found the Cerusalemme Liberata 
far lew suggestive of incident and situation than the Orlando Furtoso ; 
but where, as in his description of the Bower of Bliss, he borrowed from 
^ Cf Spenser and elrtosto, by R. E. Neil Dodge (Mod Lang Assoc Am , 1897) 
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it, he had no need to change the spirit of hw original. It was his aim 
in the Fiurie Qugene to combine something of Ariosto’s exuberance with 
the poetic temper of 'Tasso. 

'The passion for dignified and worthy precedent, which led him to 
compare his poem with the works of Homer, Virgil, Ariosto, and Tasso, 
relerrcd him for his ethical framework to that philosopher whose name 
was still hold in the highest reverence — the twelve moral vertuei as ArtstotU 
hath devised. But he has no intention of fettering his imagination by 
too hteral a subservience. Even if Aristotle’s virtues be twelve m number, 
they are certainly not the twelve which Spenser desired to treat, and 
It IS highly probable that epic propriety rather than philosophic analysis 
determined the number.^ From Aristotle, indeed, he takes some hints 
in his treatment of incontinence, and in his review ot the different aspects 
ot friendship , but his chief debt is to be traced m his analysis of virtue 
into separate, though at times barely distinguishable, virtues, and m the 
conception of one, /AeyaA.oi//v;(ia, called by Spenser Magnificence, which 
in a measure presupposes the possession of them all. 

On that conception he moulded his plot as he expounds it in the letter 
to Sir \V. Ralegh Prince Arthur has seen in a vision Glonana, the 
Faerie Queene, and, ravished by her beauty, resolves to seek her out m 
faery land; the adventures that befall him on the way are to form the 
main plot, and to serve as connecting links to bind the whole together 
Now the Faerie Queene has an annual feast which lasts twelve days, and 
on each day she sends forth a knight to aid some suppliant wdio has come 
to beg a champion from her court. It so falls that the redress of each 
wrong calls for the exercise of a separate virtue. To the adventures of 
each knight a book is principally to be devoted ; and in the fortunes ot 
each, Arthur, still in quest of his lady, is in some measure to bear a part, 
thus gaining experience in all that befits a perfect character. Guided 
partly by that precedent of classical epic which .\riosto had been bbmed 
tor neglecting, partly by the desire to make his description of the court 
of Gloriana the climax to his poem, Spenser plunges at once tn medias rej, 
and begins his story with the adventures of his first knight. Critics 
have blamed him because in the first place he found need to explain his 
poem in an introductory letter, and because in the second his explanation 
does not tally with its later progress. They forget that the letter was 
written when only the first three books of tlie projected twelve were 
given to the world, and that the explanation was only necessary because 
the poem was incomplete. And they fail to recognuc that no artist is 
bound down to the rigid scheme on which he first conceived his work, 

‘ M. Jusscrand {Mod Phtl , January 1906) suggests that Spenser was indebted 
for his idea to PiccolominTs treatise, Della InslUiUione morale di tutta la vUa 
delT uomo (i 542 )» wherein specbl attention is paid to the moral virtues, of which he 
speaks in a phrase identical with Spenser ’s,* I'undici virt u rnorali che pone Anstotele*, 
save that he mentions eleven virtues instead of twelve 
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An artistic plot is not something that can be worked out like a geometric 
design, beforehand, but the living product of characters and ideas. It 
often develops with a vitality that seems organic, and independent of 
the author’s deliberate intention. 

At first, indeed, Spenser adhered closely enough to his proposed method. 
In Book I, of Hohnesse, the Red Cross Knight sets forth as the champion 
of Una, or Truth, to slay the old Dragon that is devastating her father’s 
country. In her company he fights a successful battle against the monster 
Error, but he is soon led by the arch deceiver Archimago, the impersona- 
tion of Guile and Fraud, to distrust the integrity of his lady and take 
Duessa in her stead Enamoured of false Religion, he is able to defeat tlie 
pagan knights Sans Foy and Sans Joy, but he falls an easy victim to 
Orgoglio, the Giant of Pride Una brings to his aid the divine strength 
of Arthur ; but though rescued from the sin of Pride he is weakened by 
sufifering and remorse, and narrowly escapes the toils of Despayre. It is 
only after dwelling in the House of Holincsse and learning there the full 
meaning of the Qirisiian faith that he gains strength to overcome the 
Dragon, and becomes worthy to wed with Una 

The story of Book II is shaped by Spenser’s idea of the psychological 
development of the human character striving after moral control Sir 
Guyon, seeing in the fates of .\mavia and Mordaunt the dangers of 
intemperance, learns in the Castle of Medina that the secret of virtue 
is 'moderation Wliat his inteUect has grasped is soon put to proof In 
his own emotional experience His first serious encounter is with Furor, 
and he has next to deal with the embroilments of Atm He manfully 
Overcomes these violent passions of anger and malignity, only to be seduced 
for a while by idle pleasures But Spenser clearly regards his defection 
with sympathetic tolerance , and Sir ( luyon suffers no great hurt from 
his short passage with irresponsible Mirth upon the lake of Idlencsse. He 
returns to his more strenuous journey, and visiting the cave of Mammon, 
is called upon to grapple with the passion of Avarice. He escapes, but so 
strong are the evil temptations of the world that he falls into a deadly 
swoon, and is despoiled of his armour by the sons of Aerates. Prince 
‘Arthur comes to his rescue, and together they enter the House of Alma 
Here Guyon receives a fuller teaching than the merely intellectual guidance 
df Medina For Alma is the human soul in perfect command over the 
body The final canto dtpkts Guyon’s r(*sistance of the supreme tempta- 
tions of the sensuous life. Those who blame Spenser for lavishing the 
Tcsburct's of his art upon this canto, and filling it with magic beauty, 
liave never been at the heart of the experience that it shadows. It is 
.from the ravishing loveliness of all that surrounds and leads to the Bowtr 
iA, Acrasia that she herself draws her almost irresistible power. Wlicn 
Guyon }ias bound Acrasia and destroyed the Bower of Blis8,he has achieved 
hi^ lart and hardest victory, and is sealed as the true knight of Temperance. 

These first two bcxiks arc alike in their simple design. In each a single 
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knight, representing a particular virtue, brings his quest to a successful 
issue, and in each Prince Arthur plays a well defined and significant rcle ^ 
But in the second of them we see signs of a different handling, not only 
in the more intimate human psychology, but also in the introduction 
of characters, like Braggadocchio and Bclphoehe, who are irrelevant to the 
main plot. In the third and fourth books this change in the conduct 
of the poem is so far developed as to break the pattern of the original 
design. Spenser’s canvas becomes more crowded. He realizes that the 
mere presence of Arthur in each book is not enough to save his poem from 
falling into twelve separate romances ; he feels the need of a closer interde- 
pendence ; and desires not only to keep in sight those heroes whose mission 
is already fulfilled,* but also to introduce others whose mam achievements 
are to be his subsequent theme. His action, therefore, becomes more 
complicated. He starts adventures, but keeps the reader in suspense 
as to their issue, and as far as mere narrative is concerned he seems to 
be treating his plot with all the daring inconsequence of Ariosto. 

But to argue from this impression that Spenser was writing at random, 
and, grown weary of his allegory, was using his poem as a mere receptacle 
lor any casual and irrelevant thought or incident, is to draw a false 
conclusion. For this modification of his plan was suggested by the nature 
of the virtues that he came in these hooks to interpret ; and the allegory 
only becomes more intricate because, in dealing with Love and Friendship, 
it must adapt itself to the complex realities of life. 

'Hie position of women in society had lately undergone a significant 
change. At the court of Elizabeth women no longer received an empty 
homage which excluded them from all the more serious interests of life. 
'Fhcir culture, their education, thtir artistic accomplishmcnts,enablcd them 
to share in the intellectual life of their time • tliey were not merely lovers, 
they had become companions and friends. At the same time, the venera- 
tion in which the Middle Ages had professed to hold them, though it 
was often a transparent cloak for contempt, had received new life from 
the teaching of the Platonists, whose doctrines, as set forth for example in 
the Caurtt^roi Castighonc, had a wide vogue among the more thoughtful 
men of the time. Love was to them the expression of the yearning of 
the soul after true bcainv Thev recognized its plnsical basis, but saw 
m ‘ scnsuall covetyngc the lowermost steppe in the stayers by the whiche 
a man may ascende to true love’ Bcautie, said Bembo in the Couruer,^ 
was good, and consequently ‘ the true love of it is most good, holy, and 
evermore bringeth forth good frutes in the soulcs of them, that with the 

' It IS worth nolle iii^:, .is illustrative of ihc <are with whuh Sjienser arranpfd hi*^ 
plot , that the part pKivod hv Arthur, important as it is as a first climax in the general 
allegorical dcvelopmeni, is described in the eighth canto of each book, except m 
Book III, where, as Bniomart is herself invulnerable, Arthur finds no place. 

• This, indeed, begins iii Book 11, into which the Red Cross Knight enters 

* Casliglionc’s Courtier, translated by Hoby is6i Fd Tudor Translations 
PP M5' 146 
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brydie of reason restray ne the yll disposition of sense The interaction 
of Platonic theory and personal experience is responsible for much of 
the portraiture of woman in Elizabethan literature. I’hus the Arcadia 
differs from earlier romances both in the prominence and the variety of 
its heroines. And Spenser, the friend of Sidney, had long been an ardent 
Platonist. His early hymns to Love and Beauty, are the complctest 
expression in our literature of the doctrines of Bembo and Ficino, and in 
the Shepheardes Calender he had voiced the same conviction. Like all 
lovers of beauty he was keenly susceptible to the influence of women, and 
if we may judge by the dedications of his poems he had found in their 
company both friendship and understanding. The virtue of Chastity, 
therefore, appears to him m a widely different form from that in which 
it was celebrated either by the mediaeval saint, or in the knightly conven- 
tions of the Courts of Love. 

Chastity to Spenser is no monastic virtue, the mere escape from all the 
temptations of the flesh. This aspect of the matter had already been 
treated in the triumph of Sir Guvon over the wiles of Acrasia, and could 
easily have been elaborated by a rigid adherence to the original scheme of 
the poem, do Spenser it has a far wider significance, it is the key to the 
intercourse of man and woman in all the relationships of life. It is, in 
fact, inseparable from some aspects of friendship ; and the alteration of 
the close of Book III, so as to hold in suspense the fates of Scudamour and 
Amoret, was designed to bring out more clearly the close kinship of these 
two virtues, based as they both arc on physical instinct, and potent alike 
either for good or evil, according to the spiritual quality of the character 
in which they worked. 

Wonder it is to sec, in diuersc minds, 

How diuersly louc doth his pageants play, 

And shewes hts powre in variable kinds (iii. v. i.) 

This diversity, wherein lies at once the interest and the ethical significance 
of the study, could not be shown by dwelling exclusively upon the fortunes 
of one hero and heroine. It calls for a fuller canvas, in which the ideal 
may be presented in different types of character, and may be seen in rela- 
tion with characters who illustrate its variable kinds. Britomart, Amoret, 
Belphocbe, Florimel, arc all types of ‘Chastity’, but are essentially different 
And no student of life can doubt that Spenser is right in giving prominence 
to a heroine rather than a hero. He has been blamed because the adven- 
ture assigned to Scudamour is in reality achieved by Britomart, who thus 
becomes the dominant figure in the legend of Chastity. But he had seen 
enough of life to realize where man, for all his heroism and nobility, was 
likely to be found the weakest, and where he must turn for aid, not to 
other men, but to the noblest type of womanhood. And so he conceive* 
of Scudamour as a man of high courage, in many respects a noble knight, 
and certainly a sincere lover, yet unable, without the help of Britomart. 
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tO€xpel from his aature the evil which makes him unworthy to gam his 
quest. It IS significant, too, of his reading of life, that Belphoebc, the 
fancy free, has no masculine counterpart. Marinell’s avoidance of woman 
is from fear, not natural instinct, and leads only to his overthrow. For 
man, at least, it is 

A lesson too too hard for liuing clay, 

From loue in course of nature to refraine (iir iv 26 ) 

And how love may best be ordered is best taught in the study of its 
manifestation in different characters — m Arthur, who is stirred to a 
restless desire for noble deeds, and Timias, who allows the strength ot 
a noble passion to confuse his mind and paralyse his whole nature, in 
Malbecco and Braggadocchio, in whom lust is overmastered by two 
stronger and baser passions, greed and fear , m the witch’s son and the 
fisherman in whom mere animalism is uncontrolled by higher impulses , 
in Sir Paridell, the accomplished seducer, who degrades the nobler qualities 
of a keen and subtle intellect to pander to his lust ; and in the Squire of 
Dames, the contemptible offspring of a social decadence, who delights in 
recording 

lus aducnturcs vainc, 

The which hitniclfe, then Ladies more defames, (iii vili 44.) 

and who is significantly presented as in the clutches of Argantc, the 
Giauntess of prostitution 

The whole book is charged with the subtlest moral significance. It is 
a mirror of the world that Spenser knew on its ideal and on its sordid sides, 
a world of which he recognized the temptations as surely as he saw the 
beauty. And his treatment of friendship follows the same lines. He 
presents what he feels to be the ideal as seen in contrast with more 
or less counterfeit imitations of it. As a centre to the book is the perfect 
friendship of Cambell and Triamond, and parallel to it a perfect friendship 
of a different kind between two women, Britomart and Araoret. These 
are founded on virtue, and on absolute devotion of self to the friend. 
As a contrast to them is the friendship of the baser knights, Paridell and 
Blandamour, who are only friends as long as it suits their private interests, 
but are ready to fight directly those interests diverge, and the still baser 
Braggadocchio, whose nature is incapable of either friendship or enmity 
And the second half of the book deals suggestively with that most deli- 
cate of problems, the Iricndship between the sexes, thus bearing a close 
relationship in theme with the previous book. Timias represents that 
type of man who lackb the self-restraint demanded by such a friendship 
Even in his defence of Amorct he wounds her ; and his well-intentioned 
protection of her only leads him to be faithless to his sworn allegiance to 
Bclphocbe, whose 

noble heart with sight thereof was fild 
With deepc disdaine, and great Indignity, (iv. vii. 36.) 
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discourteous woman. ^ But this book has its own distinctive character. 
The pastoral world was deeply associated with Spenser’s own personal 
experience , and as he turns to it again, tiiough hb story has still the 
character of naive impossible romance, its setting and its atmosphere grow 
at once more tender, more natural, more intimate Sir Calidore is here 
a welcome guest, but it is the home of Colin Clout , and m a beautiful 
yet surprising episode Cohn is himselt introduced piping lor the dance ol 
the Graces and his own lair bride, and cch'brating her as Ins ideal ol 
womanly courtesy. 'I’lie contrast with the relentless conception of justice 
which precedes it, gives an enhanced beauty to the virtue enslirined 
in the sixth book 

The reader who has tollowed the wandering progress ol the Faenr 
Queene to the point where Spenser left it mav well be puiii^led at its 
construction Its plot as originally designed was loose enough, and in the 
process of development it has become looser still Upton, indeed, in tlu* 
eighteenth century, had the audacity to claim for it the unity of a classical 
epic ; but it is obyious that even it it had been completed it could not 
have been other than a discursive romance 'I"o his " genera! intention’ 
and meaning Spenser has kept with sulhcient clearness, but that intention 
IS, after all^ something apart from the story, and encourages digression 
'The ‘adventures intermeddled, but rather as accidents than intendments,’ 
throw far more light upon the moral conception than is commonly 
supposed; but they complicate the narrative, and by their very interest 
and importance obscure the development ol an already inchoate plot 
Spenser realized this himselt, and towards the close of the sixth book he 
offered a defence of his rambling method 

Like as a ship, that through the Ocean wyiie 
Directs her course vnto one certaine cost, 

Is met of many a counter windc and tyde, 

With which her winged speed is let and crost. 

And she her selfe in stormic surges tost , 

Vet making many a horde, and many a b.iy, 

Still winneth way, ne hath her compasse lost 
Right so It fares with me in this long wa\', 

Whose course is oltcn stayd, yet neucr is astray, (vi xii i ) 

Such a defence will make no converts. 'Those who are imbued with the 
classical horror of voyaging upon strange seas will travel uneasily in this 

‘ In Mirabella Spenser has l)v some critics (e g Upton and Dean Church) been 
supposed to refer to Rosalind, his first love * Sfienser’s long fostered revenge on the 
ladv who had once scorned him ’ (Church). The statement is absolutely unfounded, 
and there is nothing in S|>enscr’s character to justify it Moreover, the ( iraimslances 
do not fit Rosalind had preferred the love of MenaUas to Colin’s, which Colin 
naturally enough regrettcrl but could not regard as discowrUous ; Miral>eUa was 
a heartless coquette (viii 20). If Spenser had wished to insult Rosalind, he would 
not have chosen to do it m his book ‘of (Courtesy'. His true feelings with regard to 
her are more accurately expressed in his autobiographical poem (C.C.CMA. 926-51) 
written only a year or two before this. 
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Elizabethan pnvateer, which sails at the mercy of every wind and tide, 
and is always ready to tack or to follow any course that seems to promise 
a costly prize. 'I'hey will rudely question the poet’s seamanship, and 
accuse him of having lost his way, perhaps of having no way to lose. But 
hi8 vessel did not set out to take the shortest route to a tlearly defined 
haven. Those who voyage with him must embark in the spirit of the 
Elizabethan seaman. 'Eheir captain’s chart is not clearly marked, nor do 
they greatly care. 'I'o them delight in the journti is more than the 
promised goal, it is enough that 

through such hardy enrerpn/r 
Many gieat regions arc discovered, 

and if they never reach the promised El Dorado, they are content with 
the rich and varied spoil that falls to them by the way. After all, he is 
a dull reader who cannot find delight in the endless beauties of the Fatru 
Qiuene^ and fails to recognize how throughout its progress Spenser was 
inspired by ‘ the generall end of all the bcx)kc, — to fashion a gentleman or 
noble person in vertuous and gentle discipline ’. 

.y Apart from its continuous moral allegory, the poem has often a special 
and even topical significance, not coincident throughout with the main 
plot, but fitful and elusive, appearing and disappearing according as tiie 
( haracters and situations suggest a parallel to the actual world. ‘ In that 
Faerie Queene I mean glory in my generall intention, but in particular 
f conceive the most excellent and glorious person of our sovereign the 
Queen, and her kingdom in Faerie Land.’ ‘'Fhe original ’, adds Dryden, 
‘ of every one of his knights was then living at the court of Queen Elizabeth, 
and he attributed to each of them that virtue which he thought most 
conspicuous in them.’ This does not imply that Spenser intended to 
give portraits of 1' lizabeth or of Leicester, even of Grey or Sidney. But 
he saw their possibilitic's , and the beings who peopled his visionary world 
took on, as is the fashion of a dream, a likeness to those familiar to his 
waking life. Later ages regard politics as essentially prosaic ; and finding 
no place for topical allusion in pure literature relegate it to satire or to 
the ebullient jingoism of the music hall In Spenser’s glorification of 
Elizabeth they see little but shameless flattery and conventional homage, 
and set down his thinly veiled discussion of current national problems as 
mere political pamphleteering. Poetry and life to the Elizabethan were 
not so easily distinguished Spenser was an ardent patriot With a strong!) 
monarchical (onception of government he identified the nation with the 
sovereign who controlled its destinies, and inspired the personal devotion 
of her subjects He was, like all patriots, a partisan. He could not view 
contemporary politics with the unbiased eyes of history. Affairs of state 
were the vital business of the world in which he moved ; and he shared the 
enthusiasms of those whose national ambitions ran the highest. Naturally 
then, as he developed his moral allegory, his mind turned continually to that 
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vast stage of public life on which the players were the men he knew and 
loved. At times, indeed, the political allegory was almost a replica of the 
moral. We have already noticed this in the conduct of the fifth book, 
and it is hardly less obvious in the first, if Una is Truth who must be 
freed from Falsehood, Deceit and Hypocrisy, and united to Holiness, 
Spenser could not fail to identify her with his own faith, and Duessa with 
Roman Catholicism, nor to identify them also with those two groat women, 
Elizabeth and Mary, the champions whose fates depended on the issue of 
the struggle ; and in tracing the progress of the Red Cross Knight m his 
efforts to achieve holiness he followed, episode by episode, the history 
of the English Church in its fight with Rome But elsewhere the analogies 
are suggestive rather than consistent and complete. The two worlds of 
politics and romance converge for the moment only to separate. Different 
aspects of one character appear under different guises, one of his ideal 
creations shadows forth different historical figures. Elizabeth is found 
in Gloriana, m Bclphoebe, in Una, in Britomart, m Mercilla ; Arthur 
is now Sidney, now Leicester, Sir Calidorc, at one time Sidney and at 
another Essex. And though in all cases Spenser idealizes, he can hint 
a fault as well as extol a prominent virtue. Grey’s early implication in 
an intrigue with Mary Queen of Scots, which Elizabeth never forgave him, 
is glanced at in the subjugation of Arthcgal to Radegund, and in the vivid 
sketch of 'I’imias the failings of Ralegh are as clearly delineated as his 
splendid qualities. This reflection of his own times enhanced the delight 
with which the Elizabethan would follow the adventures of Spenser’s 
faery knights, whilst it saved the poet from the dangers of an allegory 
that might have become too abstract and remote from vital human 
interest.^ 

^ It may be useful to set down in a note the chief characters and incidents in the 
Faerie Queene, besides those already alludeil to above, which have bi'en identified 
(chiefly by Upton and Craik) a-s conlim|x>rary allusions lk>ok 1 : The books and 
Mpers vomited by Error contain allusion to the scurrilous pamphlets aimed at 
Elizabeth by the Roman Catholics, and the flattery and dissimulation of Dnessa and 
Archiraago, which deceive the Red Cross Knight, hint at the dangers of a Roman 
Catholic reaction and at the Jesuit plots. Archimago^r the Pope. Sir Salyrnne^^ Sir 
John Perrot, the natural son of flcnry VIII, noted for his good nature but rough 
manners. Sansfoy, Sansloy, and Sansjoy diflercnt aspects of the Moslem |X)wer 
Orgoglio - Philip 11 of Spain In P>ookslI-IV there is less obMinis contem|X)irary 
allusion. Upton rather improbably supfxjscd Sir Guyon and the Palmer to stand for 
Essex and Whitgift The incident of the Bloody liabe may l>e a reference to the 
rebellion of the O’Ncalls in Ireland Braggadoicio and Tromimrl Duke of Anjou 
and Simier. Bclphoebe’s rebuke to Braggadocchio F.lizalKln’s rejection of her lU- 
favoured suitor. Marincll -- Ixml flowardof Effingham lie is master of the wealth 
of the shore l)erau5e he was in command of the flcc‘t that defeated the Armada 
(in. IV 22 ) Paridell — Earl of Westmorland, notorious for his loose character 
(III vn, &c ) In Amorct possibly the lavourable side of Mary Queen of Scots is 
shadowed (iii. vi), and her cruel Ireiitment by Biisirane (ill. xi, xii) suggests the 
confinement and [lersccution of Mary at the airection of Burghley. The flight of 
Florimel (hi viii) and her treatment bv her jailers suggests a parallel with that of 
Mary, as described by contemporary historians <e g. Camden). The Timias and 
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But to rnany readers all allegory is distasteful. Spenser was led to 
adopt It, they believe, partly by the force ol mediaeval tradition, and 

Bclphoebe incident (lil. v) hints at Ralegh’s worship ol iJizabcth It has been 
interpreted by Greenlaw, however, as rericcting Leiusier’s liOj^ to become her 
husband. In Book IV (vii, viii) Timus’s conduct whilst in disgrace with Iklphocbe 
for Ikying attention to Amoret is no exaggeration of Ralegh’s behaviour when sent 
to the Tower us a punishment for his liaison with the daughter ol l^jrd Throgmorte>n, 
who aflervrards btiame Jus wik Rook V : The giant with ilie s^^ilcs (v n 30) -- 
the spirit of (oiuinnnism It is aimed, j>erhaps, at the philosophical conce[)lions, 
such as More’s in Utopia, but more probably at the cxe'tssc-s of the Anabaptists, 
who preached absolute equality and eoiumunily of goods, and were notorious lor the 
part they played in the Peasants’ War in S. Germany (1525), and again for them 
occupation of Munster (1532-5) (vide Nashe, Unjorlunale Iravdlcr) Rollente* 
with his trapfalls {V vi) may be Diaries IX, who instituted the treacherous 
massacre of Protestants on .bt. Bartholomew’s Day. Guizor, his groom of evil 
guise, would be the Duke of Guise, the head of the Papal party in France. The 
account of the boldan’s light with Arthur (v. viii) may represent the Aimaela 
encountering the Knglish force, the stoiv of Samient referring to Philip’s attem|>ls 
to undermine Eli7abcih’sjX)\\er in Irthnd In V ix, the trial ol Dms'viby Mercilla = 
trial of Mary Queen of Slots Arthur’s numu ntary softening i- ' 1 »■ i - >a >>iig"es's 
Leicester’s temixirarv inclination to the parly of Mary. Bla. 'nimi i aiai Pundtll 
are Northumberland ‘the hotspur youth', and Westmorland, both implicated m 
the rising of the North (1569) The ‘ s,igc old sire ’ is Burghlcy. Arthur’s enterprize 
for IVlgc (v. X, xi) -- I.eucslcr’s campaign in the Netherlands. The seventeen sons 
of Beige - - the seventeen proviinx’S , the two spnngals (v. x 6) Sent to Mercilla 
arc the ambassidors to the English court, the Marquess of Haurtt and Adolph 
Melkerk. Geryoneo is t lie King of Spain, the dreadful monster that he sets uji (v. x 13) 
IS the In{iuisiiion,and his Scnesclial is the Duke of Alva, Regent of the Netherlands 
Burbon h Henry IV, King of France, Flourdelis the genius of France, Burbon’s 
flinging away of his shield signifies his renunciation of Protestantism ; Arttgall’s 
rebuke on his tt in|xjri/ii.g is aimed in a secondary sinsc at the consistent polu> of 
Burghlcy. In Ik)okVI,bir ( alidoie* - Sidney, Mehboeus, Sir I'rancis Walsirgham, 
and Pastorella, his daughter , I^dy Sidney, afterwards Countess of Essex (F pi on and 
(’raik) I’ossihly Belgard Castle — Iklvoir Castle, and Sir Ik liamour the Earl of 
Rutland (vi xii) The ITinct of Picteland (vi xii 4) to whom he wished to marry 
his daughter King of Scotland (Cpton) Mr P. W \ {hnghsche Sludicn, 
argues that Cahdorc is Essex, but ihough ccrlam touches in the charaetcr may have 
been suggested by P'sscx, its general conception fits far better with Sidney. Among 
other corroborative details it is worth noting, .as Mr ] C Smith [K»ints out to me, 
that Sir Culidore is distmguislied Irom the other faery knights by the emphasis 
laid upon his prowess as a runner and a wrestler Cf F C^ M 1 22, 23 , m 25 . 
IX. 4, 43, 44 ; with Af. li T. 744--6 (the char.ieler of the l)ra\e courlier, univers..llv 
accepted to be drawn from Sidney), .uid with AstropheL 73 Timnes and Serena, 
suffering from the bile of the Blatant Ikast, refer to the sixindal caused by Raleglf's 
liaison with his future wife (Vl v, vi> Jonson’s remark to Drummond that bv 
the Bleating Beast the Puritans were understood is as misleading as most of his 
sUlcmcnts about S|)cnscr There can be little doubt lliat m (auto XII, where the 
l)east IS found des[wi!mg a mon.islei\ . Sjwnscr att.icks the iconm of the extreme 
Puritan ; but tlie Blatant Ikast stands for a great dt'.al more tlian mere iconoclasm 
There is no ground for assuming that Sjxuiser ever ch.anged his mind as lo the value 
of the ideal for which the belter Puritans stood It is truer lo s.iy that whilst lus 
ideal remained the s.une the I’uritan party developed m practice tendencies with 
which as a [xwt and thinker he i-ould have no S)mpathy And this is indeed 
suggested bv the fact that Sir Calidorc.who catches the Blatant Beast at his icono- 
cl^m, IS a portrait of Sidney, the former leader of the PuiUan party 
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pjitly under the influence of current ideas as to the didactic function of 
poetry. Yet, in truth, Spenser was so influenced only because he was 
Lonstitutionally of that idealistic temper in whu h allegorical poetry had 
taken its rise, and because he could most readily express in that medium 
the rich and varied interests of a mind that continually hovered between 
the worlds of fact and of idea The idealist, starting from the actual 
world of which he has experience, distils from it what seems to be its 
essence, and creates another world of spiritual and moral conceptions 
which becomes as real for him as that from which he has created it. This 
other world is not peopled by dead abstractions 'The prosaic analyst 
may * murder to dissect ’ : the artist does not merely extract and isolate, 
he recreates 'I'o him ideas depend for their reality upon the vividness 
with which they kindle his imagination. His mind has, as it were, a centre 
in two worlds, and it may work with equal freedom upon material drawn 
from either. 'I'hat imaginative vision, which gives to the world of fact 
a higher reality by expressing the soul that informs it, gives to the world 
of ideas a sensuous incarnation which utters its vokc m song. 

In the allegory of the Faerie Oueene these two worlds meet and fuse. But 
the fusion is not complete, and the children of each world bear upon their 
forms traces of their origin. Hence, two types of allegory may often be 
distinguished. At times the poet starts from tfic idc.i, and the process of 
incarnation follows Human qualities are then ab^'tr.u ted into the rarefied 
atmosphere of thought and presented to his imagination for conscious 
artistic handling. The result is somewhat formal personification, cast in 
the traditional mould of mediaeval allegory, and executed in the manner 
of a pageant or a Morality. At its worst it is mechankal in structure and 
somewhat arbitrary in its symbolism, but it is seldom unrelieved by vivid 
detail that gives it an independent life, and at us best it turns an abstract 
conception with triumphant success into comrete living form. The 
Masque of Cupid (iii. 12) embraces the quamtlv emblematic figures of 
Dissemblance twisting her two elewes of silk, and Suspect peeping through 
his lattis, and along with them the haunting picture of Fear, ‘all armed 
from top to toe,’ yet taking fright even at the clash and the glitter of his 
own coat of mail. Of this kind is much of the incidental allegory in the 
Faerie Queene^ and Spenser has used to the full the opportunities it offers 
to his rich power over colour and form, and his genius for imaginative 
description. But when his mind is turned rather upon the warm realities 
of life Itself, the process is different. Human qualities, justice, temperance, 
and the rest, arc still realized m their essence, but they arc seen to be 
present in living human beings. Hence he docs not present an abstract 
conception by a human symbol, but accepts under his idealizing vision 
a human being as the symbol of his conception Britomart is not the 
abstract conception of Chastity, but a real woman who expresses in her 
personality and her conduct, along with many other powers and some 
human weakness, the essential quality of chastity. Una may be Truth, 
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but she is far more. She is a woman with sufficient indiviJualiiy to be 
‘pre-eminently dear’ to that poet who of all others delijidited to find 
his happiness ‘ in this world, which is the world of all of us And such 
in the mam is the structural allegory of the Faerif Oueene. 'The tharacters, 
indeed, are seldom presented with the subtle and (omplcx detail of 
a realist. Spenser’s whole artistic method is that of ]dcali7ation, and 
of emphasis on the essential. But for all that he bases it on life Some- 
times, indeed, it is impossible to determine whether the ideal conception 
or the character which expresses it was his initial inspiration, whether 
in bir Cahdore he thought hrst of Courtesy or of Sir Philip Sidney, whether 
he drew 'I'lmias from Ralegh or found himself m his delineation of reckleis 
honour falling back unconsciously upon his knowledge of his daring and 
impetuous friend. Allegory of this kind can easily be distinguished from 
the more obvious personification, however vivid ; it has all the character 
of myth, which, apart from all its symbolism, has complete artistic life. 

I'hus Spcn‘'er idealizes real persons, anti be breathes life into abstrac- 
tions fie bees Hope not merely as a symbolic figure leaning upon an 
anchor, but as a living woman, whose face bears signs of the anguish 
hidden at her heart He sees Lord Circy not simply as a sagacious and 
]ust-mindcd man, but as the faery knight of |usticc By his side he sets 
1 alus, the iron man, that most powerful embodiment of Justice m the 
abstratt. In Sir .Artcgal and his remorseless stjuirc the different types 
of allegory are seen at onte in their boldest contrast and in perfect 
harmony. .And so the (Jraccs who dance before Colin upon the mount of 
Acidale arc not tliree but four in number , for in the midst of tlicse 
.mcicnt ‘ haiulinaids of \ enus, daughters of delight ’, who to the Greeks 
symboli/cd all the grace and charm of w’omanhood. is ‘ placed paravaunt ’ 
the woman that Cohn loved, the heroine of the Amorettt and the 
tpilhalamton. But there is nothing incongruous The real meets the 
ideal in faerv land, and its kiribhip is acknowledgcil 

And even where the allegorical form is lea^-t spontaneous and most 
nearly dead, Spenser’s imagination breathes life into what seems doomed 
to be formal and mtchank 'I'hc ingenious symbolism of the Castle of 
Alma might well have been borrow'cd from tlie driest scholastitism, and 
in the description of its lower regions, where the maister Kxske Decoction 
officiates with the kitchen elerke Digestion, Spenser's art sinks to its lowest. 
Yet even within these antujuated walls we meet with \ividly real people. 
Like Sir (Liyon, wc are drawn to that strangely shy maiden, dressed in 
iicr thickly folded robe of blue Wc w'aicli the" flashing blood inflame 
her lovely face as (jiivon addrcs‘;cs her, anti the human appeal of the scene 
is not lessened when \lma reveals its ideal significance 

Why wonder \ tc 

faire Sir at that, which yc so much cmbraie ^ 

She IS the fountainc of vour modcstee , 

You shanuf are, but Shnnrfastfirssr it seUe is ‘hec. (ii ix 43 ) 
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The ideal conception of modesty is bodied forth in the lady, the human 
quality of modesty is the very essence of (luyon’s personality, 'i’hc two 
meet for one vivid moment in the spacious halls of Alma, the Soul. And 
the larger world in which they meet is the ideal world of Spenser’s 
imagination 

This world of faery land is wide enough to embrace all that was most 
precious to Spenser in his own experience. With its chivalrous combats 
and its graceful leisure, its tangle of incident and character, its dense 
forest and glades, and pleasant sunny interspaces, where the smoke rises 
from the homely cottage or the stream trickles down with a low murmur 
inviting repose and meditation, it could mirror both the world of lus 
philosophic vision and the real world of the Irish countryside, of court 
intrigues, of European politics, of his own loves and friendships. 'The 
romantic setting of the faery lorcst and the idealizing form of allegory 
arc more than a picturesque convention I'hcy arc the fitting artistic 
expression of that mood in which he looked out on the strangeness 
and the beauty of life, and brooded over its inner meaning 

It was inevitable that his faery land should be enriched with the spoils 
of literary reminiscence A student from his youth, he had lived a full 
and eager life in books, and his imagination was kindled m the study is 
in the outer world, 'fo know the sources of his art is to be familiar with 
the library to which the Elizabethan scholar had access Spenser draws 
with equal freedom from the Bible, from the Greek and Latin poets, from 
the writings of the French and Italian Renaissance, from that mediaeval 
literature which the learned held up to contempt. La Morte ly Arthur^ and 
kindred romances, Sir Bevts^ Guv of IVarwick^ and the rest — ‘ those feigned 
books of chivalry wherein says Ascham, ‘ a man by reading them should be 
led to none other end but only to manslaughter and bawdry’ — suggested 
to Spenser much incident and inspired many a noble reflection. His art 
is compounded of many simples, extracted from many objects, but whilst 
few artists have owed more to their predecessors, none has more indelibly 
marked all that he touched with his own impress. There is hardly an 
incident that the kccn-scented source hunter cannot track down to some 
earlier writer, obvious or obscure ; but more astonishing than the extent 
and diversity of Sp< nscr’s reading is his power to group in one harmonious 
picture materials drawn from widely varying sources. 'I'hcy harmonize 
because nothing is left as it was found, but all that passes through his mind 
is coloured by his imagination, and has caught the distinctive quality of 
his personality. Distinctions of classical and romantic, ancient and modern, 
jacred and profane, have no meaning for him Where others distinguish, 
he is only conscious of the unity of all that has arrested the human 
imagination 'Ehis eclectic method is pursued alike in the main weaving 
of his plot, in its incidental embellishment, in the similes and allusions 
that enrich his style and drive home his imaginative conception. I'he 
itory of Una and her knight opens with suggestions of Malory’s Gareth 
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and Lynette ; the enchanter who is their chief enemy is no distant relative 
of Ariosto’s hermit, who deceives Angelica ; on their travels they meet 
with classical satyrs and Eluabotlian courtiers, their adventures arc 
reminiscent now of Vergil, now of Sir Bevis and Tl^e Seven Champions of 
Christendom^ now of the Apocalypse^ and their betrothal is celebrated with 
a confusion of pagan and Christian ritual; yet there is nothing to disturb 
the harmony of the imaginative atmosphere. 'Phe ante-room m the houdc 
of Busirane is hung with goodly arras whereon, as in the castle of man^ 
a mediaeval poet, are woven legends of classical mytliology. Their 
source is Ovid, but nothing could be less like Ovid than the music and the 
feeling with which Spenser delineates them. And over the portals of the 
room are inscribed the words Be bold^ which have come from the old 
wives^ tale of Mr. Fox. Among the lovers whose ‘ spotlesse pleasures ’ 
make glad the garden of Venus, David and Jonathan, Pylades and Orestes 
walk side by side; in thedark i Ivor of Cocytus Pilate stands next toTantalu's 
Nor IS the poet’s method different when he is uttering his deepest religious 
conviction. The well of life into which the Red Cross Knight sinb in 
his conflict with the dragon is likened not merely to Silo or to Jordan, 
but to Cephise and to Hebrus, to the English Bath and the German 
Spau. The guardian angel who watches over the prostrate Sir Guyon after 
ills fierce struggle with the temptations of Mammon, and evokes that 
superb expression of Christian humility and gratitude : 

O why should heaucnly Cod to men hauc such regard ^ (ii. viii. 2.) 
appears to Spenser as a fair young man 

Of wondrous beautie, and of freshest ycarcs (ir. viu 5 ) 

like to Phoebus, or ‘ to Cupido on Idaean hill ’. The pedant finds the 
comparison ludicrous, the more prosaic pietist finds it profane. To 
Spenser it was natural, almost inevitable. As Truth appealed to him in 
terms of beauty, so all beauty, whatever its source, could be brought to 
serve and to illuminate the highest truth. 

This wealth of varied reminiscence he brings into touch with his own 
observation of nature and of human character, llie mam features ot 
Irish scenery supplied a background for his poem hardly distinguishable 
from the traditional landscape of mediaeval romance, and he often treats 
it in an entirely traditional manner. But it gave him also, as the fruit of 
intimate observation, pictures of vivid reality. The little mountain path 
of trodden grass where Una comes upon the damzell ‘ that on her shoulders 
sad a pot of water bore ’ (1. iii. lo), the house of Care under the steep 
hillside with its muddic brook and few crooked sallows (iv, v. 33), tlie 
valley in which, through the tops of the high trees, Florimel descries 

A little smoke, whose vapour thin and light 

Recking aloft, uproUed to the sky ; 
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and the hovel 

built of stickcA and reeds, 

In homely wize, and walled with sods around, (iii. vii. 5, 6 ) 

arc all drawn from the life. But Spenser’s delicate observation is shown 
less in set description than in incidental simile and suggestion. In describ- 
ing the wood of error (i. i. 8, 9) he is content to follow a conventional 
catalogue that he has drawn from Chaucer : only incidentally does he 
show his knowledge and love of trees, bringing us in sight of those 

two goodly trees, that faire did spred 
Their armes abroad, with gray mossc ouercast, 

And their greene leauc* trembling with euery blast, 

Made a calme shadow far in compassc round; (i 11. 28.) 

and noting how in winter the 

Hoarie fro^t with spangles doth attire 

The mossy braunches of an Oke halfe ded (1 x 48 ) 

In his treatment of the sea he is less hampered by precedent. It is 
patriotism, doubtless, and the adventurous spirit of his age that suggest tlu 
nautical metaphors with which he delights to mark the stages of his poem. 
But his love for the sea was personal, founded on a familiar knowledge 
of the coast. He knows ‘ the moyst mountains of the Irish shore, that 
each on other throng He has watched the meeting of two billow's in 
the Irish sounds, 

Forcibly dnutn with contraric tydee (iv 1 42 ) 

With Flonmcl he has visited the little sheltered bay where 

A little boatc lay houing her before, 

In which there slept a fisher old and pore. 

The whihs his nets were drying on the sand (111 vii 27) 

His ears have caught the hollow thunder of the horses’ hoofs upon tlic 
beach , and the low boom of the water as it breaks in foam upon the rocks 
is re-echoed in his verse 

With that the rolling sea resounding soft, 

In his big base them fitly answered, 

And on the rockc the waucs breaking aloft, 

A solemne Mcane vnto them measured. (11. xii. 33.) 

As the ferryman brushes the sea with his stiff oars he notes 

That the hoare waters from his fngot ran, 

And the light bubbles daunced all along, (ii. xii. 10 ) 

and hi8 eye detects the * checked wave ’ that covers the dangerous quick- 
sand (11. xil 18) 
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He is deeply sensitive to the beauty of light upon the water. The 
armour of Pyrochles glitters 

as the Sunny bcames do glaunce and glide 
Vpon the trembling wauc (ii v 2) 

The moistened eyes of Acrasia are like the starry light 

Which sparckling on the Mlcnt waues, docs scemc more bright (ii xii 78 ) 

The beauty of women again and again suggests to him imaginative effects 
ot light and shade. The ' angel face ’ of Una *■ makes a sunshine m the 
shady place the damsells who dance before Cohn have faces ‘ glancing 
like evening lights \ Bntomart, as her hair falls to her feet, ‘ is creasted all 
with lines of-hene light,’ like the sky upon a summer evening. 

'Ehc conventions of the life of chivalry which have dictated the outward 
actions of his dramatis personae should not blind our eyes to the truthful 
simplicity of their emotions The heroic career of the warrior maid, 
Bntomart, may have little in common with ordinary life, but the manner 
in which her inner life is revealed, in all its subtle changes of mood, 
might well excite the envy of a realistic novelist. Spenser’s knowledge of 
a woman’s heart and a woman’s ways finds constant and subtle expression 
With a touch of vi\id detail he can invest with living interest a wholly 
subordinate character Clarinda, asked for news of her prisoner for whom 
siie has a secret love, h taken off her guard and thrown into confusion, but, 

so soonc 

As she Jicr face had w\pi, to fresh hei blood, (v. v 45 y 

sbe recovers herself, and is able to invent a plausible tale. The anxiou> 
c ire of the aged nurse (ilauce over her sick mistress is depicted m many 
delicate strokes of humour and pathos ; and the stanza that closes the 
midnight scene between theun would be hard to surpass* in its homclinesk, 
Ub dramatic truth of detail, and its climax of tenderness . 

Her chcarcfull words much cheard the feeble spright 
Of the sicke virgin, that her downe she layd 
In her warine bed to sicepc, if that she might , 

And the old-wom.in carefully displavd 
'I’hc clothes about her round with busie avd , 

So that at last a little creeping sicepc 
Surpnsd her sense She therewith well apayd, 

The drunken lampc downe in the oyle did steepc. 

And set her by to watch, and set her by to weepe. ;^iii u. 4.7 ) 

Spenser’s love of children is quickened by a rare sympathy with the ex- 
perience of woman. He realizes by an intuition, in which he comes near 
to Wordsworth, her passionate tenderness for the child unborn, for the 
child that is her living care, for the child that is not hers. When Britomart 
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learns from the Red Cross Knight that Sir Artegall is worthy of her 
secret devotion 

The louing mother, that nine monethes did beare, 

In the deare closet of her painefull side, 

Her tender babe, it seeing safe appeare, 

Doth not 80 much reioycc as she rcioyccd thcarc.* (iii. ii. II.) 

Satyrane’s mother finds * her swecte boy ’ playing with the cubs of an 
angry lioness. Her first emotion is a paralysing terror ; then her maternal 
instinct makes the tender natural appeal : * Jor Un>e of me leave off this 
dreadful! play.^ Sir Calepinc rescues a baby from the clutches of a wild 
bear. He examines it tenderly but cannot allay its irritating cries, and 
in his well-meaning incompetence he is glad to entrust it to the childless 
Matilda. No amount of psychological analysis could reveal her strange 
conflict of emotions as fully as docs Spenser’s simple dramatic touch : 

And hautn^ outr u a litU wepi^ 

She bore it thence, and euer as her owne it kept (vi iv 37 ) 

The romantic, often impossible, situations in which his characters arc 
found only throws into stronger rehef the exquisite delicacy of the 
sentiment and its essential truth to human nature. 

In all this is revealed a side of Spenser’s genius which finds too little 
recognition, his knowledge of the simple emotions of life, and the relation 
of bis world of magnificence and pageant to the sources of human joy and 
tears. We have already dwelt upon the ornate description of Sir Guyon’s 
guardian angel, who is like * to Cupido on Idacan hill’. But the angels 
seen in vision by the Red Cross Knight 

into that Citie wend, 

As commonly as Jrtend does luttb bis Jr end ^ (i. x. 56) 

and the saints of his New Jerusalem arc 

More dejrc vnto their (lod, then younglings to their dam. 

(* X 57*) 

As he brings down heaven to earth so the humblest of earth’s creatures 
can be irradiated with the light of their celestial home 'Fhc ‘ bare naked 
wretches ’ who are clothed by the Almoner of the House of Ilohnc^^s .ue 
enshrined in one of Spenser’s most beautiful lines as 

fhi* images of (lod in earthly clay fi \ 39) 

His art vanes from homeliness to splendour, from the remoteness of 
ropiancc to the rcalisiie suggestion of common life, llis greatness as an 
artist lies not in the one sphere or in the other, but in the fusion of the two. 

' In this lies the secret of his style, which easily adapts itself to his mood, 
and is the fitting expression of his unique and graceful personality. His 

‘ Compare, too, his account of the emotion of Pasiorella’s mother on the recovery 
of her lost child (VI xii 21) 
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character, less forceful perhaps than Milton’s, is no less indelibly stamped 
on all he wrote. Wordsworth and Keats have written lines which might 
have come from the pen of Milton ; no one has ever written a stanza 
that could be taken for Spenser’s. His many imitators in the eighteenth 
century only succeeded in mingling the magniloquent with the childish , 
and Thomson, the best of them, emphasized his failure to recapture the 
tones of his master by apologizing ‘ for a simplicity ot diction which 
borders on the ludicrous ’ ^ Those who, like Shelley and Keats, have 
fallen most deeply under his spell come nearest to attaining his effects 
by avoiding all attempt at detailed imitation, and writing in their own 
best manner. His distinctive quality is to be found in his language and its 
melody. To an archaism which is inimitable because it is purely capricious, 
he was drawn at once by its reminiscent picturesqueness and by its 
musical possibilities. Already, in the ^hpkeardes Calender^ he had experi- 
mented m the use of archaic language , the diction of the Faene Queene 
IS the mature product of his peculiar poetic temperament. Undeterred 
by criticism, he t(x)k full advantage of the unsettled state of Knglish 
in his day, not only to revive the obsolete, but to coin new words on old 
analogies, and to adapt both his spelling and his pronunciation to his 
desired effects of cadence and melody It was his aim to perfect for 
himself an instrument from which he could extract a music as subtle as 
Chaucer’s, and by means of which he could create around his subject the 
atmosphere of an ideal antique world 
The Chaucerian element in his language is like a distinct but seldom 
perceived flavour, whicli c.^n be tasted in occasional w6rds like ‘ warray 
‘ cnchc.ison \ or ‘ solas in the use of ab$tr.ac t nouns with romance 
terminations, and in the cadence or verbal reminiscence of such a line as 

There many nr.n^triles maken mclodye, 

whicli suggests that from Chaucer he learnt the metrical value of the 
short syllable A q'ccial touch of the old romance, transplanted byMaJory 
and others from h'r.iiuc, is given by such words as ‘ prow ‘ persaunt 
‘ bclgardes ‘ bcaupcrcs ’, ‘ paravaunt ’. But it is significant that many ot 
Spenser’s supposed archaisms arc really in a sense Elizabethan, ble 
cherished uouls winch though still in use were lapidly p.i''Smg out ol 
fashion, and the sustained eoiuuring and itmospherc ol liis style is thus 
given by a constant use of words whuh are found in Marlowe, Sliake- 
speaic, or bidncy, perhaps once or twice ‘F.ftsoons’, ‘ nc’, ‘ als’, ‘ whilom' 
'uncouth', 'wight', ‘eke', ‘sithens’, ywis ' — it is words like these 
continually woven into the texture of his diction w'hich, mote even thau 
the Chaucerian or loniancc elements, gue it the Spcnseiian colour. T'hu'' 
by freely adapting spelling, pronunciation, and even word-formation, to 
his needs, Spenser made the fullest uscot tins richly compounded language 
To lighten the movement and smooth the flow of his metre he could 


’ Introcliu ticn to the Cattle of Jndclrnff 
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use old forms, ‘ as whilom was the antique worldcs gmic ’ 'I’o suit the 
play of his melody or rhyme he could vary his forms, using ‘ dreriment or 
‘drerihed or ‘ dreai iness ‘jolhhed’ or ‘jollitcc’ Or he would create a 
form of his own, such as the adjective ‘ daint \ or the verb to ‘ cherry 
Yet these idiosyncrasies of his vocabulary, open as they are to serious attack 
as both arbitrary and illogical, are all grafted on to a firm and healthy 
stock of pure and simple English, tree from tlic involved and pedantic 
mannerisms that were the snare of his age Hence it is that though he 
was the first conscious inventor of a distinct poetic diction, which drew 
from ‘ wcll-languagcd ’ Daniel a criticism of his ' aged accents and un- 
timely words and from Ben Jonson the change that ' in affecting the 
ancients he writ no language’, Coleridge could assert with a still more 
vital truth that there was ' no poet whojc wiitin'^'> would safclicr stand 
the test of Mr Wordsworth’s theory than Spenser ’ 

The individual quality t)f Spenserian melody found perfect expression 
in the verse form of the Faerie Queenf ddiis stan/a was his own invention, 
and It is his greatest contribution to the development of English prosody. 
Chaucer’s rhyme rc^yal (ababbcc) may have called his attention to the 
eflPectiveness of a stan/a with an uneven number ot lines, and indeed, 
the effects attainable in these two measures might well be ^aid to represent 
the difference between the metrical genius of Chaucer and of Spenser 
He has been supposed to owe something to the otten rima (a b a b a b c c), 
though the interlacing of lib rlumes brings hb measure nearer to the 
stanza that he had borrow'eJ from Chaucer for the opening of his April 
and November Eclogues ^ (a b a b be b c) But to admit this detrac ts in no 
way from the absolute c^riginality of the Speibcnan sian/.i 'The added 
ninth line is a magnificent conclusion to the linked sweetnesN of the pre- 
ceding eight, and in it the music of the whole stan/a spreads and settles 
to a triumphant or a quiet close Its logical value to the metrical scheme 
lies in the fact that, standing apart from the rcM by reason of its Icngtli, 
it forms a distinct climax, and is in a manner clenched , yet, because it ii 
linked in rhyme with the foregoing quatrain, it never suffers the sharp 
isolation that occasionally marks the final couplet of the ottava r\ma oi 
the rhyme royal It is obviouslv fitted lor sententious and rcficctive 
comment upon the situation 

111 wcare* he arnies, that mil them v^e for Ladies sake (in v ii ) 

It is admirable for rounding off an episode, or concluding a canto It is 
often the most beautiful line of a stan/a, which gathers strength as it 
•proceeds, giving the last splendid touch to a vivid description : 

Loc where the drcadtull Death hchind thy backe doth stood, (ii. viu ) 

‘ In the November F>l<»guc also may l)C nolued his first consistent use of I he 
Alexandrine, and it may well l>e that in his com|>osiUon of tliat {>ocin the S|)cnsenan 
stanza orrurred to him 
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or distilling into one perfect sentence the emotion that the rest of the 
stanza has evoked : 

Ah Loue, lay downc thy bow, the whiles I may respire (r 8 } 

'This Alexandrine, as a rule, has an almost regular iambic beat, and a caesura 
winch splits the Imc into two equal parts , and even so constructed it can 
be put to many different uses. It can express a tender beauty : 

wSo fane a creature vet '>aw ncucr sunnv dav (i ix 13 ) 

It can roll magnificently as when it tells 

()1 old A^sarucus, and Itiacbus diume (n. ix 56 ) 

ui ot 

\ sacrament prophane in mistery of wine (nr lx 30) 

It t in bo utterK simple 

I* or all we hauc i" hi- what he list doc, he may /v. 11 41 ) 

A '.light variation from the normal type voices the subtlest grades of 
fooling ^ The addition ot a syllable to the fifth fool of the line makew 
It dance with the grace and lightness of a bride : 

When forth from virgin bowre she comes in th’earlv mornc. 

(II XU 50,) 

lly the avoidance of anv marked caesura it seems to gain an added length 
and a more sustained and sinuous flow as of a snake that 

Through the grecne gras his long bright burnisht backe declares (in. xi 28 ) 

When the line is split by the caesura into three equal parts instead of two 
it acquires a slow and halting movement, as of pain and weariness : 

Their hearts were sicke, their sides were sore, their fectc were lame 

(vi V 40 ) 

In all these lines an effect is attained which would be beyond the scope 
of a decasyllabic verse. But to quote isolated Alexandrines gives no just 
idea of their true value , for their effect they depend upon their vital 
relation with the metrical scheme of the whole stanza. No poet has ever 
woven a web of verve as subtly intricate as Spenser’s. Throughout the 
vast length of his poem he heightens the effect proper to his interlacing 
ihyme-systcm by a constant assonance and alliteration, and by the haunt- 
mg repetition ot word, phrase, cadence. SpenserL supreme tour df forcr 
111 this manner is to be found m the oft quoted stanzas from the 

' This IS true also of Sjienser’s derasyllables, which for the most part run with 
a smooth iambic beat, but are varied at times with telling effect: e g n vui 3, 
‘ Come hither, come hither, 0 come hastily’, a line which the editor found too 
irregular for Ins taste 


SPBNSBR 
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Bmer oj Blus (n. xii. 71, 74), but it is a manner habitual to him, and it is 
capable of infinite variation according to his mood. There are few of 
those rhetorical figures noted by Puttenham ^ as ‘ both auricular and 
sensible, by which all the words and clauses are made as well tunable to 
the car as stirring to the mind ’ that do not find perfect illustration in 
the Faeru Queene. At times a word is so repeated that it gives the line 
a metrical balance, or enforces an obvious antithesis, at times the iteration 
IS little more than a play upon the meaning of the word ; but more often, 
by the peculiar quality which it imparts to the music of the stanza it 
suggests a subtlety in the poet’s thought or feeling : 

Withall she laughed, and she blubht withall. 

That blushing to her laughter gaue more grace, 

And laughter to her blushing, as did fall. (ii. xii. 68.)* 

His skill in playing throughout a whole stan/a with recurrent word and 
phrase and cadence is that ot the deft juggler, who weaves in the air 
intricate patterns with balls of divers colours, and yet never allows one of 
them to fall out of his control . 

Amongst those knights there were three brethren bold, 

Three bolder brethren ncucr were ybornc. 

Borne of one mother in one happic mold, 

Borne at one burden in one happie morne, 

Those happie mother, and those happie morne, 

That bore three such, three such not to be fond , 

Her name was whose children werne 

All three as one, the first hight PnamonJ^ 

The second D\amonJ^ the youngest Fnamond (iv n 41 )* 

Puttenham would call this device the ‘ translaccr, which is when you turn 
'and translace a word with man) sundry shapes as the 'Tailor doth his 
garment, and after that sort to play with him in your dittie ’. Spenser 
may have been attracted bjr it m the prose of Sidney, but he caught its 
true poetic use from hi^ study ol the I. aim poets d"o Drydcn ^ it was 
known as the ‘ turn ’ upon tlie word or the thought, and he rightly 
fccOgnizcd that its English mu'^ter was ‘ Spenser, who h.id studied Virgil, 
and among his other excellent ls had copied that ' 

Spenser’s studied use of asson.iruc and alhtt ration springs from tiie 
same musical instinct. He commonly employs a^bonance to give greater 
value to the vowel of the rh)mc word, by anticipating it in some strong 
place within the line : 

Weening some licauenly goddesse he did see, 

Or eiic vnwcttmg, what it <l8C might bee, (iv vi. 2Z ) 

* Puttenham, The ArU 0] English Poeirie, r xix, pp. 208 f., ed. Arber. 

* Cf. also V V 31, II. VII, 41. 

* Cf. also III. XII 24, VI. XI. 26, II. IV, 35 

* Drydcn, ( ritual h^uiys, cd Ker, 11 ion 
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aod this use is especially noticeable in the Alexandrine, where the assonance 
will often be found to emphasize the caesura : 

A worke of wondrous grace, and able soules to sauc. (i. ix 19) 
That like a rose her silken Icaues did faire vnfold (vi. xu 7 ) 

At times he carries his assonance through a whole stanza, asm the follow- 
ing, where he emphasizes the rhyme vowels ai and f by contrasting them 
with the harder sound of t : 

So there that night Sir Caltdore did dwell, 

And long while after, whilest him list remaine, 

Dayly beholding the faire Pastorell^ 

And feeding on the bayt of his ownc bane 
During which time he dnl her entertaine 
With all kind courtesies, he could inuent, 

And cucry day, her cumpanie to game, 

When to the field she went, he with her went: 

So for to qiJc*nch his hre, ne did it more augment, (vi. ix 34 

But Spenser’s most persistent artistic device is alliteration, which he 
uses alike to mark his rhythm and knit his verse together, to enforce his 
meaning, and for its pure melodic beauty. He was attracted to it, doubtless, 
by his study of that earlier poetry winch is alliterative by structure, but 
his knowledge of Chaucer had showed him its greater artistic value when 
It is accidental rather than structural, and he developed its musical possi- 
bilities to their utmost, so that it became for him an integral part of his 
melody, capable of sustaining his verse even when his poetic inspiration 
w.is at us lowest. Many of his favourite phrases, ‘ loving lord’, ‘girlonds 
gay’, ‘silver sleepc*, ‘lovely layes’, ‘wide wildcrnesse’, are born of his love 
of alliteration, and so natural an element of his music does it become 
that at times it influences, almost unconsciousl), his choice of words; 

I knockt, but no man aunswred me by name, 

1 cald, hut no man an^werd to niv vlamc (iv x 11 ) 

its use for emphasis is obvious enough, as m the description of the giant 
who ‘ with sturdie steps came stalking in his sight ’ (1 \ii. 8), or of the 
studied hypcKiisy of Archiraago : 

Sober lie seemde, and very sagely sad, i 29) 

or of the gloom of the Cave of Despair : 

Darke, dolcfull, drearic, like a greedic grauc (i. i\. 33.) 

Like Milton, he knew the power of alliteration upon re to give the 
sense of vastness and dtsol.ition : 

In all lus waves through this wide worldes waue (i. x 34)^ 

* Cl. also Vll. vii. 44, where Spenser enforces the Contrast between Day and Night 
by emphasizing throughout the stanza the vowels a and 1 
( f. al o II. vii. I. IX. 39 
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Certain combinations of consonants, indeed, are associated in his mind 
with definite feelings or conceptions, and he will carry their use through 
several lines, sometimes through a whole stanza. Particularly effective is 
his alliteration upon s and / to convey a sense of peace, wherein ‘ the senses 
lulled are in slumber of delight’. The argument of Despair is rendered 
almost irresistible by the music in which it is phrased : 

Is not short paine well borne, that brings long case, 

And layes the soule to sleepe in quiet grauc ^ 

Slecpe after toyle, port after stormie seas, 

Ease after warre, death after hfc does greatly please, (i. ix.40.) 

And so of Arthur, dreaming of the faerie queenc : 

Whiles cuery sence the humour sweet embayd, 

And slombnng soft my hart did stcale away, 

Me seemed, by my side a royall Mayd 

Her daintie Iimbcs full softly down did lay (1 ix 13)^ 

It will be noticed that in all these passages the effect of the alliteration 
IS strengthened by the use of the alliterative letter in the middle and end 
as well as at the beginning of the words. 

But apart from these special uses, assonance and alliteration run through 
all his verse as an integral part of its melody, a kind of sweet undertone, 
blending with the regular rise and fall of the verse and enhancing its 
rhythmical appeal, so as to form a total effect of indefinable grace and 
beauty. 

The peculiar dangers and temptations of such a style are obvious, and 
Spenser did not escape them. Though his finest music is wedded to lus 
noblest imaginings, he could convey, in music of a kind, any idea, however 
trivial, and it was not always worth the carriage. In such moments he 
parodies his poetic self ; the inspiration is gone ; and those devices which 
arc the natural and inevitable expression of his mode of thought seem 
little better than the threadbare artifice of a cunning metrical trickster 
He fills out the rhythmical structure of his stanza with words and phrases 
that add nothing to his picture, and gives whole lines of comment that 
IS trite and commonplace. His characteristic manner has the exuberance 
of a garden set in rich and fruitful soil, and it needs a careful tending , 
for even its choicest flowers may put on such luxuriant growth that they 
wellnigh choke each other, and if weeds chance to take root there they 
will grow apace. Spenser never learnt tlie art to prune, he was not over 
careful to weed. And his verse, though it has a vigour of its own, is seldom 
rapid ; it is the counterpart of that brooding contemplative mood 111 
which he looked habitually at life. Its sustaining principle was a slow 
circling movement that continually returned upon itself. Wordsworth’s 

* Cf. also (I vi. 3, II. V. 30, 33, 111 . XII. I. 
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inspired lines sum up far better than any prose criticism can do, his 
essential quality : 

Sweet Spenser moving through his clouded heaven 
With the moon's beauty and the moon’s soft pace, 

7 'o him the significance of the situations that he describes and his attitude 
with regard to them were more than the situations themselves ; the music 
in which his imagination phrased them was a part of their significance. 
To admit this is to deny him a supreme place among narrative poets, 
even among those whose narrative is romance ; and readers who love 
a story for its own sake will often find him tedious, and turn with relict 
to Ariosto, Byron, or Scott. Spenser is never outside his subject, delight- 
ing in a spectacle of movement or of passion, allowing to his creation the 
irresponsible freedom of actual life, and curbed only by life’s capricious 
laws All that he creates is alike moulded and controlled by his personal 
emotions, and is deeply charged with his own reflection. 'Ehe world of 
reality was profoundly dissatisfying to him ; it was filled with baffling con- 
tradictions, where splendour clashed with meanness, and high endeavour 
was tainted with base self-seeking. As a man he was ready to play his 
part in it, and the part he played was courageous and noble, worthy 
of his ideals. But as an artist it was his aim to escape from it, into the 
delightful land of his dream, whose ways 

Arc so exceeding spacious and wide 
And sprinkled with such sweet variety 
Of all that pleasant is to car and eye, 

that his travel never wearies him — a land of clear spiritual vision, in which 
truth 18 always sure of triumph, and the fierce conflicts of earth are heard 
faintly as from a distance, hardly disturbing the enchanted atmosphere 
of serene beauty. Here it was that his art found its home, with careless 
Quiet 

Wrapped in eternall silence, farre from tI^em^Cb, 

and when his voice broke in upon this paradise of his imagination ‘ Silence 
was pleased 
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Lo I the man, whose Muse whilome did maske. 
As tune her lowly Shcpheards weeds. 

Am now enforst a far vnfitter taske. 

For trumpets sternc to chaunge mine Oaten 
reeds. 

And sing of Knights and I,adies gentle deeds ; 
Whose prayscs haviing slept in silence long, 
Me, all too mcane. the sacred Muse arceds 
To blazon broad emongst her learned throng • 
Fierce warres and faithfull loues shall moralize 
my song. 

3 

Helpe then, O holy Virgin thiefe of nine, 

'fhy weaker Nouice to j>crforme thy will. 

Lay forth out of thine ciicrlasting scryne 
The antique rolles, which there lyc hidden still, 
Gf Faerie knights and fairest Tanaqmll, 
Whom that most noble liriton Prince so long 
Sought through the world, and suffered so 
much li), 

That I must rue his vndeserued wrong : 

O helpe thou my wcake wit, and sharpen my 
dull tong. 


3 

And thou most dread^ impe of highest loue^ 
Faire Vemts sonne, that with thy cruell dart 
At that good knight so cunningly didst roue. 
That glorious hre it kindled in his hart. 

Lay now thy fleadly Hcben bow aj'jart. 

And with thv mother miUle come tomincayde* 
Come both, and witli you bring triumphant 
Marl, 

In loues and gentle lolhties airayd, 

After his murdrous spoiles and bloudy rage 
allayd. 

4 

And with them eke, O Goddessc heauenly 
bright, 

Mirrour of grace and Maiestic diuine, 

(ircat Eady of the greatest Isle, whose light 
lake Phtrbus lampe throughout the world doth 
shine. 

Shed tliy faire bcames into my feeble eync. 
And raise my thoughts too humble and too vile. 
To thinke of that true glorious type of thine, 
The argument of mine afflicted stiW : 

Tile which to heare, voudisafe, O dearest dred 
a-while. 


4 
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Canto L 

W^OCOCOCOCOC^VXOCOC"XOOOC^XO 
The Patron oj true Holttiesse, 

Poule Err our doth dejeate : 
Hypomste him to entrappe^ 

Doth to hts home entreats 

C'XOCOC/XOCOC'XOV^X'X'X^XOCOCO 

A Gentle Knipht was j)rK’kiiip on the plainc, 
Y dadd in rniphtie armes and siiuei shiddc, 
Wherein old dints of dee|X‘ wounds did re- 
maine, 

'fhe cruell tnarkes of many’ a bloudy ficlde ; 
Yet anmes till that time did he ncuer wield : 
His angry steeple did dudt his foming hitt, 
As much disdayning to the curtx* to yield . 
Full lolly knight he seemd, and faire did sitt, 
As one for kiiightlv giusts and fierce encounters 
fitt 

But on his brest u bloudic ^r(^se he bort, 

The dearc remembrance of his living I ord, 
For whose sweete sake that glorious badge he 
wore, 

And dead as limng ciier him ador’d : 

Vpon his shield the like was also sair’d, 
Forsoueraine ho|)e, whidi in his htl{K he had 
Right faithfull true he was m deede and v^ord, 
But of his cheere did seeme too solcmne sad , 
Yet nothing did he dread, but euer was ydrad 


So pure an innocent, as that same latnbe, 

She was in life and eucry vertuous lore, 

And by descent from Royall lynaee came 
Of ancient Kings and Queenes, that nad of yore 
Tlieir scepters stretcht from East to Westerne 
shore, 

And all the world in their subiection held , 
Till that infernall feend with foule vprore 
Forwasted all their land, and them cxjxild : 
Whom to auenge, she had this Knight from far 
coin|xld. ^ 

Behind her farre away a Dwarfc did Lig, 

That lasie seemd in being euer last, 

Or wiarietl with Ixaring of her bag 
Of needinentsat hisbacke. Thusas they past, 
The day witli cloudes wits suddiine oiiercast, 
And angry hue an hideous storinc of rame 
Did |x)urc into his Ixinans lap so fast, 

That tuer) wight to shrowd it did constrain. 
And this faire couple eke to shroud ihunselucs 
were fain 

Enforst to seeke some touert nigh at hand, 

A sfiadic grouc not far away they spide, 

That prornisi ayde the tempest to witlistcuid 
VMiose loftic trees yclad with sornmers pride, 
Didspred sobroa(l,thatheauens light did ludt, 
Not ixrceable with power of any slarrt 
And all witiiin were pathes and allt us wide, 
With footing worne. and leading mwaitl larrt i 
Faire harlxnir that them secme« , so in tlxy 
entred arre. 

8 


Vpon a great aduenture he was iKmd, 

That greatest Gloruim to him gaue, 

That greatest (dorious Quecnc of Fnene lond, 
To winne him worship, and her graa* to hauc, 
Which of all eartlily things lie most did craue , 
And euer as he roele, his hart did came 
To prouc his puiss.mce in fiattill braue 
Vjxin his foe, and Ins new force to learnt , 
Vpon his foe, a Dragon horrible and stearne 


And foorth they ^usse,with jdeasurefurward litJ, 
loyiiig to hcare the hirdes swLOtc lurmony, 
Whit lit hen. n shrouded from the tcmpesldrt'il, 
Seemd m their song to scornt the- iruell sky 
Much can they prayse tfic lret5> so slraigfit and 

Tile sayling Pmc, the Cc*dar proud and tall, 
Tlic vme pro[) hdrm , tli'. Poplar ncuer dry, 
'llie builder (Jake, sole king of forrests all, 

J heAspincgootlforst iues,lhe(')[)res.st‘fnneralL 


A louely Ladie roeJe him faire Ixside, 

Vpon a lowlv Asse more white then snow, 
Yet she much whiter, hut the same tlid hide 
Vndcr a vclc, that wimpled was full low, 
And ouer all a blacke stole she did throw, 
As one that inly moumd . so was die sad, 
And beauic sat vpon her palfrey slow : 
Seemed in heart some hidden care she had, 
And by henna line a milke white lambc she lad 


Tlic lAiurell, meed of might ic Coiiqucrours 
I And P(x-ls sage, the Kirre that weepeth still, 
Tile Willow worne of forlornc Paramours, 
Tlie Eugh obedient to the Ixmders will, 

'Hie Bireh for shaftes, the Sallow for the mill, 
'Hie Mirrlic sweete bleetJmgm the bitter wound, 
The warlike Beech, the Ash for nothing ill, 
The fruitfull Ohue, and the Platane round, 
The caruer Holme, the Maple secldom inward 
sound. 
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Led witli delight, they thus beguile the way, 
Vntill the blustnng storme is ouerblowne ; 
When weening to retume, wlience they did 
stray, [showne, i 

Tliey cannot frnde that path, which first was ! 
liut wander too and fro in waycs vnknowne, ’ 


And as she lay vpon the durtic ground, 

Her huge long taile her den all ouerspred, 

Yet was in knots and many boughtes vpwouud. 
Pointed with mortal! sting. Of her there bred 
A thousand yong ones, which she dayly fed, 

— ■ bucking vpon her poisonous dugs, eachone 

I^rthttrfroiTrend'*then, wheii they neerest 1 Of sundry slia})es, yet all ill feuored : 

[their owne | Soone as that vncouth light vpon them shone, 


weene, 

That makes them doubt, their wits U not 
So many pathes, so many turnings secne, 
That which of them to take, m diuerse doubt 
they been. jj 
At lost resoluing forward still to fare. 

Till that some end they Hndc or in or out, 
lliat [lath they take, that beaten secnid most 
And like to learl the labyrinth about , [bare. 
Which when by tract they hunted had 
ilirougliout, 

At length it brought them to d hollow caue, 


Into her mouth they crept, and suddain all 
were gone f5 

Tlicir dam vj^start, out of her den effranie. 
And rushed forth, hurling her hideous taile 
About her cur!,C'd head, whose folds dispkud 
Were stretcht now forth at length without 
entraile 

She lookt about, and seeing one m niayle 
Armed to point, sought backe to turneagairie , 
tor light she hated as the deadly bale, 

Ay wont iii desert darknesse to remaine, 


Amid (he thickest woods. The Champion stout ' Where ploine none might her see, nor she st*<* 


bitsoones dismounted from hh courser braue, 
And to the Dwarfe a while his needlessc s^-iere 
hei;auc. 

Ik* well aware, quoth then that Ladie inilde. 
Least suddaine mischiefe ye too rash prouoke 
Thedanger hid, the place vnknowne and wilde, 
Breedes dreadfull doubts : Oft fire is without 
smoke, 


any plaine. ly 
Which when the valiant Elfe perceui'd, he lejit 
As Lyon fierce v[>on the flying pray, 

And w ith his irenchand blade her boldly kepi 
From turning backe, and forced her to stay 
Therewith enrag’d she loudly gan to bray, 
And turning fierce, her s[)ecklcd lailc aduaunst, 
Threatnmg her angry sling, him to dismay 

Who nought aghast, hisinightieliand enhaunsi 


sliouldcr glaunsl 


\rHl i)erill without show- therefore your stroke j ^cad vnlo her 

Sir knight with hold, till further triall made ’ 

Ah Ladle (said he) shame were to reuokc 

Tlif torward footiiiK for an hidden blade ; Huchdauntedwiththatdint.herbencewabda&l, 
Vertue glues her belle light, through darkenes.be ' ^ rage, her selfe she gathered round, 

for to wade. 

Yea but (quoth she) the penll of thi> place 
! belter wot then you, though now too late 
To wisli you backe returne with foule disgrace. 

Yet wLsedome w arncs,wlulcst foot is in the gate, ' 

To slay the steppe, ere forced to retrate 
This IS the wandnng wood, this Errours Jni, 


A monster v lie, whom God and man does hate 
Tliereforc I read beware. Fly fly (quoth then j 
The fc-arebill Dwarfe ) this is no place for liumg ' 


Ikit full of fire and greedy liardiment, 

Hie youthf ull knight could not for ought be siaide, 
But forth vnto the darksome hole he went, 
And looked in : hes glistnng armor made 
A litle glooming light, much like a sltadc. 

By whidi he saw the vgly monster plaine, 
Halfe like a serpent horribly displaide, 

But th’other halfe did womans shape retaine, 
Most lodisom, filthie, foule, and full of viledtsdamc 


\6 


And all attonce her beastly body rairxl 
With doubled forces high aboue the ground 
Tho wrapping vp her wrethed sterne arownd, 
liCpt fierce vpon his shield, and her huge traine 
AH suddenly about his body wound, 

That hand or foot to slirre he stroue in vaine 
God heljie the man so wrapt m Errows end 


lesse trainc 
His Lady sad to see his sore ooastraint, 

Cride out, Now now Sir knight, shew what ye 
bee, 

Add faith vnto your force, and be not faint • 
Strangle her, else she sure will strangle thee 
That when he heard, m great pcrplexitie. 

His gall did grate for gricfe and high disdaine. 
And knitting all his force got one hand free, 
Wherewith he grypt her gorge with so great 

paine, , . j u 

That soone to loose her wicked bands (M her 
constrame. 
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Therewith she spewd out of her hllhy maw 
A 6oud of povsoii liornble and blacke, 

Full of great lunipes of flesh and gobbets raw, 
Which stunckso vildly,thaC itforstljiin slackc 
Uis grasping hold, and from her tunie him bcu ke. 
Her vomit full of bookes and pa|x*rs was, 

With loathly frogs and to.u]t“s, winch eyes did 
larke, 

And creeping sought way in the wtc<ly gras , 
Her filthy parbrtake all the place defiled lias | 

21 

As when old father Ntlus gins to swell 
With timely pride al>one the Ae^yptum vult, I 
Ills fattie waues do fertile slum oulwdi, i 
And ouerflow each pi iwk and lowly dik . I 
Hut when Ins later Sfiring gins to aiiale, 

Huge hcapc's of mudd lie leaues, wherein tk re 
bre«J 

Ten thousand kmdc'S of rriaturi^, partly male 
And partly female of Ins Iruiitnll seed , 

Such vgly monstrous shapes elswhert may no 
man reed, 

Tlic same so sore annoyed has the knight 
That welnigh choked with the d<ndlv stinkt, 
His forces fade, nt can no longer fight 
Whose corage when the femd ^Kreeiu’d to 
shnnke, 

She poured forth out of lier ht'Ihsh smkt 
Her fruit full cursrd spawne of ser{x*nts small, 
Deformed monsters, fowk, and blacke as inkc, 
Which swarming all alnnil Ins legs did crall. 
And him cncoinbnd sore, but could not hurl 
at all 

23 

As gentle Sbepheard in svcectc cuen-tide, 

Wlicn ruddy Phicbm gins to welke in west, 
High on an hill, liis flo< kc to vtwtii wide, 
Markes which do byte the ir hasty '•upjx.-r Ixst , 
A cloud of combrous gnatte-s do him molest, 
All striuing to infixe their feeble stings, 

That from their noyance he nowhere can rest, 
But with hisclownish liands tlicir tf ndi r wings 
He brnsheth oft, and oft doth mar their inur- 
inunngs 

-4 

Tlius ill bestedd, and fearefull more of shame, 
'Ihen of the artame perill he ^tuod in, 

Halfc furious vnto his foe- he came, 

Resolved in inmdc all suddmly ?(> win. 

Or soone to lose, before ht once would Im ; 
Andstrookeat her with niorc then manly force, 
That from her body full of fillhie sin 
He raft her hatefull hc‘ad without remorse , 

A strearae of cole black bloud forth gushed 
from her corse 


Her scattred brood, soone as their Parent dcare 
They saw so rudely falling to the ground, 
Groning full deadly, all with troublous fearc, 
Gathred theinselues about her body round, 
Weening their wonted entrancx* to haue found 
At her wide mouth: but being there withstood 
They flocked ail about her bleeding wound, 
And sucked vp their dying mothers blocxl, 
Making lier death their life, and eke her hurt 
their good. ^6 

j That detestable sight him much aina/dc, 

To see tirvnkmeilv IrnfKs of hciiuen accurst, 
Deuoure their dam , on whom while so he gazd, 
Ilauing all salisfide tlicir bloudy ihurst 
I'lieir bellic's swolne he saw with fulntsse burst, 
And bowels gusinng forth : well worthy end 
Of such as drunke her life, t he which tlicm nu i st ; 
Now needeth him no lLng( r lafwnr spend. 

Ills foes haue slainc tlu'rnseliic*s, with wliuiu he 
, should contend. 

17 

His Lidie seeing all, that chaunst, from jarre 
Approcht in hast to greet his victone, 

I And said, F.iire knight, borne vnder happy 
I starre, 

! Who see your vanqinsht foes before you Kt , 
Well worthy lx you of that Armorii, 

\N herein ye haue great glory woiiiit this day, 
And prcKMi’d your strength on a strong emrnu , 
Your first aduenturc : many such 1 pray, 
And henceforth euer wish, that like succciG it 
nuy. 

Then mounted he vpon his Stcedc agaiiu, 

And with the Lidv kick ward sought to wend ; 
Tlut path he kept, which txaten wa^ most 
pLiine, 

Nc eucr would to any by-way bend, 

Hut still did follow one vnto the end. 

The which at last out of the wood them 
brought. 

So forward on his wav (with (lod to freiMl) 
j lie jMSsed forth, and new aduenture sought , 
1 Long way lie trauelled, before he lieard of ought 

29 

At length they chaunst to meet v[)on the way 
An tiged Sire, in long bkiekc wcedcs yciad, 
Ills feete all bare, his beard all hoarie grav. 
And by his belt his booke he liangmg h.id ; 
Sciber he seemde, and very sagely sad, 

And to the ground his eyes were lowly Uut, 
.Simple m shew, and voyde of malice fmd, 
And all the way he prayed, as he went, 

And often knockt his brest, as one tlmt did 
repent. 
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He faire the knight saluted, louting low, 

Who faire him auited, as that courteous was : 
And after asked him, if he did know 
Of straunge aduentures, whicli abroad did pas 
AhmydeareSonne (c^uoth he) how should, alas. 
Silly old man, that hues in hidden tel), 
Bidding his bcades all day for his trtspas, 
Tydings of warre and worldly trouble tell 

With holy father sits not with such things to 
inell. 

3J 

But if of daungtr which hereby doth dwell, 
And homebred euill yt desire to heart, 

Of a straunge man I can >011 tidings ttll, 
That wasteth all this counlrty farre and neart 
Of such (said he) I chiefly do inqutrt, 

And shall you well reward to shew the j»lui. 
In which that wicked wight his daye> doth 
weaie : 

hur to all knighthood it is foiilc disgrace, 

That such a cursed creature hues so long a 
space 

32 

I'ar litnce (ejuoth hi) in w.istiuli wildernessi 
His dwelling is, by whiih no liuiiig wight 
May cuer passe, but thorough great distrissi 
Now (sayd the laidy) draweth toward night, 
And well I wote, that of vour later light 
Ye all forwcaried be : for what so strong. 

But wanting rest will also want of might 
'rhe Sunne that measures heauen all ela\ long, 

At night doth Kaitc his stiedes the Ocean wauts 
emong. 

33 

Then with the '^unne take Sir. vour timelv rest. 
And with new day new worke at once U'gin 
Vntroubleil night ihev say giucs counsill l)est 
Right well Sir knight ye naue aduised bin, 
(Ouoth then that age<l man , ) the way to wir 
Is wisely to aduisc ; now e1av is sj)ent , 
Tlicrefore with me yc may take vp your In 
For this same night. The knight was well 
content . 

.So with that goilly father to liis home thiy 
went 


5 

! Arriucd there, the htilc house they fill, 

Ne looke for cntertamemenl, where none wa* ' 
Rest is their feast, and all things at their will , 
The noblest mind tlie best contentment has 
With faire discourse the i uening so they pa* 
For that old man of pleasing wordes had store, 
And well could file liistongueas smooth asgla* , 
He told of Saintes and l’of)es, and cuermore 
He strowd an Aue-Man after and Ixdort 

3^' 

The droujiJijg Night thus i rcqxth on than l.isi. 
And the sad humour loading their eye lickk's, 
’ As messenger of Morpheus on ihim cast 
Sweet slombring dt. w, the wliitli to •vleejM. 
them biddes. 

Vnto their Icxlgings i hen his guc-stes he ridde* 
Wlrere when all drownd in deadly slcept ht 
findes. 

I He to his study gens, and there amiddev 
, His Magiik bookes and aries of sundry kinde*', 
' Heseekesoul mighty charmes, to trouble <leepy 
inindc-*- 

! 

1 Then chixismg out li w w'ordes most hornbk 
(Let none them read) tin reof did vcrsis frajni, 
With which and other sfxlles like terrible, 

He bad awaki blacke Plulves gric'-lv Dame. 

! Andcursedheauen.andsiiakercprochfull shame 
01 highest (lod, the Lord of life and light , 

A hold bad man, that dar’d to call hy naim 
(treat Gorf^on, Prince of darknessc and de-ad 
night, I flight 

At winch Coi\lm quake's, and Slyx is put Lo 

3^ 

\nd forth lie odd out of dee|.»e darknessc dml 
I>e*gions of Spright*., the whuli like little fives 
I’Tultring about his eucr damned lied, 
A-wailc whereto their scruicc he appKe*-, 

To aide lus friends, or fray hb cniinies . 

Of those he chose out two, the falsest iwoo, 
And fittest for to forgi truc-sc'aiiing lye*- , 
The one of them he gaiic a mcss,igc too, 
Theothi r hv him lU stauli otha worke todoo 


Of 

A little lowly Henmlage it was, 

Downc in a dale, hard by a fori'sts side, 

Far from resort of |X*oplc, that did pas 
In trauiTl lo and froc : a littk wjde , 

There was an holy (TiapjKll edifydc, 

Wlicrcin tlie Hermitc dewly wont to say | 
His holy thuigs each meunc and euenlyde : 
Thereby a (Tiristall streame did gently play, | 
Wliich from a sacred fuuntaine welled fortli 
alway. i 


3'^ 

He making sjictdv wav through sj^icrsed ay re, 
And through t he w orid of w a ters w ide and deej^x, 
T’o Morpheus liousc doth hastily repaire 
Amid tlie bowels of the earth full steefx, 

And low, wheredaw lung day doth neuerjieepe, 
lib dwelling is , there Telhys his yyet bed 
Doth euc'r wash, and Cvttlhta still doth steefie 
In siluer dcaw his euer drouping bed, 

Willies sad Night ouer him her mantle block 
doth sj^red 
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W)Kfc»c double gates he hndeth locked fast, 

The one faire fram'd of burnisht Yuory, 

IV other all with siluer oueraist , 

And wakefull dogges before them farre do lye, 
Watching to banish (arc their enimv. 

Who olt IS wont to trouble gentle blee^x^ 

Uy them the Sprite doth passe m quiellv. 
And vnto Morpheus whom drow'iied 

decpe (keipe. 

In drowsie tit he hndes ol nothing Ik taki-. 

41 

/\ih 1 more, to lulle him m hb jlumber ^olt, 

A trickling strL-arne from high rotke tumbling 
downe 

\ndeiier-dri/liiig raine vpon the loft, (sowne 
ViiKt with a murmuring win<le, much like the 
t )1 svrannmg Bets, did aist him in a swowne 
No other noyse. nor peoples troublous erves, 
\> still are wont t'annoe the walkd towne, 
Might there be heard but aircl(*sse(,)met l>es, 
Wriftt in eternall silence tarre trom intmves 

4 -’ 

Hie messenger approcfiing to him q>ake, 
iVit his wast wordes returrul to him in vune 
so sound he slept, that nought mouglit him 
awake | panic, 

Hien rudel) he him thribt, and piisht with 
Whereat he gan to stretch but he ogainc 
Shooke him so hard, that forcedhim to s|xMke 
As one then in a drc'ame, whose dryer brame 
ts lost with troubled sights and f.iiu ics wcake. 
Ife niumbleci soft, but would not all his silence 
breake 

43 

The Sprite then gan more Iwdtlly him to wake, 
\nd threatneil vnto him the dreade<l name 
')f flrcaie: whereat he gan to quake, 

\nd lifting vp his lurnpisfi lu ul, with blame 
Halle angry asked him, lor what he aime 
Hilher (quoth he) me Uchum^o sent. 

I le that thestubbome Sprites can wisely tame. 
He bids thee to him send for his intent 
\ (it false drearne, that can delude lh<- slee|x*rs 

44 

Idle (iod obayde, and calling torth straight wav 
A diuerse drearne out of his prison darke, 
Deliucred it to him, and downe did lav 
His heauie head, deuoide of rarefull « arke, 
Whose sences all were straight Ixriumlxl and 
starke 

He backe retuniing by the Yuorie dore, 
Keinounted vp as light as chearefiill Ltrke, 
AjkI on his litle winges the drcanie he bore 
In hast vnto his I^rd, where he him left afore 


Who all this while with rliarmes and bidder 
artes, 

Had made a I-idy of that other Spright, 

And fram'd of liquid ayre her tender partes 
So huely, and so like m all mens sight, 

'I hat weaker sem e it could haue raubht quight 
The makir selfe tor all his wondrous witt, 
Was nigh beguiled with so goodly sight 
Her all m white he clad, and ouer it 
( a>.t a blacke stole, most like to seeme for Vft' 


Nowwhenthat \ die drearne was tohim brought 
Vnto that Kltm knight he bad him flv. 
Where he sKpl soundly void of euill thought 
\nd with false shewes abuse Ins fantasv, 

In sort as he him sdiwted primly 
\nd that new'cn iliirelxiriK without her dew 
Full ol *lu nuk(.rs guiK , witli vsige sly 
Ik tiught to imitate that I.ads trew, 

Whose scmblatKc she did came viidcr fcigncc 


Thus well iiistructLsl, to thur workc* they hast 
And comrmng wlare the knight m slomlxr lav 
The one \pon liis hardy lirad him plasl, 

\nd mack himdreaineofloiicb and lust full play 
Thai nigh his manly hart did melt away, 
Bathed in wanton blis ainl wickcil lov . 

The n seemed hun liis kad\ bv him lay , 

And to inm play iid, bow that false winged boy 
Her dust hart lud subdewd, to karne Dame 
pleasures tov 

And she her sclle of IxMUtie soiier.iigne (^uc*‘ne 
I'airc Venus setmde ento his bid to bring 
IKr, whom be waking euermore did weene 
lo Ix’ the chastest llowre, that av did spring 
On earlhlv braurirh, thi daughtir of a king, 
Now a loose Ixman to vile sctuicc lioiind : 
And eke the Graces seemed all to sing, 
Hyfttett 10 Hymen, dauiuing all around, 
Whilst freshest blora her with Ymc girlonu 
crownd 
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In this great passion of vnwonb'd lust, 

Or wonted fcare of doing ought amis, 

He started vp, as seeming lo mistrust 
, Some secret ill, or huJdcn foe of his ; 

I I/) there fx*fore his face his laidy is, 

I Vnder blake stole hyding her bayted hookc. 
And as halfe blushing offred him to kis, 

With gentle blandishment and louely looko. 
Most like that virgin tnie, which (or her kntghi 
him took. 
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All cloane disinayd to see >0 vncouth sight, 

And lialfe enraged at her sharnelessc guise. 

He though t hauesldine her in his fiercedcspight. 
But hastv heat tempring with sufferance wbe. 
He stayde his hand, and gan himstlle aduisc 
l'o(iroue hissense, and tempt lierfaigiK'dLnilh 
Wringing her hands m wemetis pilteoiis wise, 1 
'Hio (an she wce(>e, to stirre vp gentle rulh, I 
Both for her noble bloud, and for her tender | 

5 . j 

And said, Ah Sir, mv hege Lord and uiy l<>nc. ' 
Shall I accuse the hidden crucll fate, I 

And inighlie causes wrought in heauui al>oiir, j 
Or llie blind (JikI, that doth int tlni'i ainati , | 
I'or liope^l lone to winnc me certainc hate ■' ' 
Vet thus [lerforc'c he bids me do cir die 
Du is niv dew . set row mv wretched staL | 
Voii, whom mv harrl auengmg tlestmi. } 

llalh iii.idc ludgt of rnv life or deifh iiiditN r 
entlv ^2 1 

Voui owne dearo sake forst me .11 lust to leane 
Mv lathers kingdomo, Theie du >lopt with 
'eares , j 

ffer swollen hart her ^pc k li 'htiu'I to Ik tt uii\ 
\nd then agairio U'gun, M\ wc ik-T vian^ 
(aptui'd to fortune aiullra^L vv(;rl(lly teares, ^ 
llv to your f.iith for succour .iml sun ayde 1 
Ut me not d)e 111 languor uul long tc ires ; 
Wliv Dame (quotli lie) N\liai liith thus 
disma\d ^ 

Wli It lr,i\’es ye, tliat wen wi;ri( fo oinloit m 
illravd 

5 .^ 


J^ng after lay he musing at her mood, 

Much grieu’dtotliinke that gmtlc Dame sohght, 
For whose defence he was to slud his blocxi 
At last dull wearmesse of fonner light 
Hailing yrockt a sIlcik. Ins irkoome spriglit. 
That troublous drearne gin fnshiv tosse his 
brainc, [delight • 

V\ilh Iwwn-s, arui Iks Is, and Lidics dean; 
But when he s.iw his lilaour all w,rs vaine, 
With that mislorined spright he backe returnd 
agame 

Cant II 

S'V'\ \ V\ V VV VVWX'^VV? 

the f^uilejiul "mi/ hichannter parts 
Ihe Redcrosse Ktni^hl from Truth 
Into ivhose steal finr^ fnhhooJ ^lep^, 

Irui uarkii hi in u of nil rulh 

V V V'X' V X‘ \'X* V ' V'X^X' \ ^X* 

I 

Bv this the Nortlurin. wagoner had set 
Ills stiunlold feme behind the stcdf.ist ,1 nre, 
That was m Ui ean wains vet ntuer wet, 

But firme is fi\t, iiid sendeth light from lari: 
do all, that in the wide dei‘|K wandriiig arri 
VndiliearefulK'hauiiliclen witli Ins note shrill 
Had wariK'd on« e. tiiat Phubui tary cain 
In hast was ilimlmg the 1 asliriic hill, 

1 all ( nuious th It Might Milong hisrooiuedid till 


Lotieof vourselfe,shes.iid,andd'Mre 'Oiistiainf 
Ix'Is .lie not slccix*, but wast the weane night 
III secret anguish and vnpiltied jilami, 

Willies you m carelesse slu[w ire drowned 
qnighr. 

lIcTeJouhtfullwoRlsnudi tint risloubted knight 
Sinim ihcr trull.. yet smc'c no'viiiruthbeknew, 
Her fawningloucwith foiiledisdaitu fullspight 
Hew'oiildnotshend.bul said, I teired imel reve, 
Dial for mv sake vnkriowrie siuh grufe vri'o 
you grew ^ 

Assure vour selft, It h 11 not ill 1 1 gioun-i , 

I'or ,dl So dc'are as life is to mv hail, 

1 devme vour louc,aiiciholcl me lo\e>ii Umml . 
Nekt valnefcaresprexurevourncH'dlc'ssesnuri . 
Wlicie cause is none, but to \our rest ckjart 
Not all content, seernd she to .ippease 
Her rnourncfull plainlcs, licguilid of her art. 
And fed with words, that could not Hiusc but 
[)Icase, 

So slvding softly forth, she fnrnd is to her e^se 


Wlicn tiiose aK'iiixii messengers ot hell, 
lhat fe^ignmg elri imt, and tint lairc-forged 
S()nght 

( ame to their wicketl maisicr, and gan tell 
riuir Uxadesse pames, and ill succeeding 
night . 

Who all in rage to see his skiUull might 
I)eluded so, gin threaten hellish frame 
■\i)d Siid Prosnpirus wrath, them to atlnghi 
lint wliLii he saw his thri amng was but vame, 
He e^ast aliout, and scarclu his balefull bookes 
ag.unc. 

3 

Elt^>oonrs he tookc that nusercated faire, 

And tlut falscother bpright , on wliom he spreej 
A seeming IkkIv of the subtile aiie, 

Like a }Oung hquire, in loucs and lusty*hcd 
His wanton cfave*s that eucr loist'Iv led, 
Without regard of armes and dreaded fight • 
'Diosc two he tooke, and in a see ret tied, 
t'ouered with darknesseand misdevniing night, 
Them both together laid, to loy m vamedehghc. 
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Forthwith he ruiines with feigned faithful! hast 
Vnto his guest, who after troublous sights 
And dreames, gan now to take more sound 
repast, 

Whomsuddcnly lie wakes with fcarefiill frights, 
As one aghast with feends or damned spnghts, 
And to him cals, Rise rise vnluppy Swaine, 
That here wex old in sleejx.', winks wicked 
wights [chaine , | 

llaue knit tliciiiselues in Venus sliainefull 
Come see, where your false Lady doth her 
honour staine. ^ 

All in amaze he suddenly \p start 
With sword in hand, and with the oldin.ui w» nt , 
Who soone linn brouglit into a st^rct i>ari. 
Where that false couple were full ( loscly iiunt 
In wanton lust and lewd embracement . 

Which when hesaw,he burnt with gealousfire. 
flic eye of reason was with rage > blent, 

And would haue slainc them in his furious ire. 
But hardly was restreined of that aged sin. 

6 

Keturmng to his bed in torment great. 

And bitter anguish of his gmltic sight, 

He could not rest, but did his stout heart cal. 
And wast Ins inward gall with dccjie dcspight, ■ 
Yrkesome of life, and too long luigrmg night 
At last faire Hesperus in highest skie 
Had spent his lampe, and brought forth dawn- 
ing light 

Dien vp he rose, and clad him hastily , 

Hie Dwarfc him brought his sid'd so both j 
away do fly. ^ 

Now when the rosy*hngrcd Morning faire, 

Weary of aged Tilhums saflron bed, 

Had spred her purple robe through dciiwy aire, 
And the high hiLs Tilan disroncred, 
rhe royall virgin shooke off drowsy-heii, 

And rising forth out of her baser bowre, 

Lookt for her knight, who far away was fled, 
And for her Dwaiie, that wont to wait each 
houre ; 

"Jlien gan she wailc and wee{)c, to see that woe- 
ful! stowre. 

0 

And after hun she rode with so much spec Ic 
As her slow beast could make ; but all in vainc : 
For him so far had borne his light-foot steede, 
Pricked with wrath and fiery fierce disdame, 
That him to follow was but fniitlessc pamc , 
Yet she her weary Iimbes would neuer rest, 

But euery hill and dale, each wood and plaine 
Did search, sore gnnied in her gentle brest, 

He so vnpently left her, whom s!j« loued best 


But subtili Archimago, when his guests 
He saw diuided into double parts, 

And Vna wandnng in woods and forrests, 
Th’end of his drift, he praisd his diuehsh arts 
That had such might ouer true meaning harts ; 
Yet rests not so, but other meanes doth make, 
How he may worke vnto her further smarts : 
For her he liated as the hicsing snake, 

And in her many troubles did most pleasure 
take 

10 

Ho then deuisdc himselfe how to disguise ; 
her by his iiiightic science he could lake 
As many fornus and shapes in seeming wise, 
As cuer Proleus to hiiusclfe could make ; 
Sometime a fowlc, sometime a fish in lake, 
Now like a foxc, now like a dragon fell, 

1 hat of lumsclle he oft for fcarc would quake, 
\iid oft woulil flic av^ay. 0 who can tell 
The hidden |K)wcr of lierbes, and iniglil of 
Magieke spell 

11 

But now sufnde best, the person to put on 
Of that g<x)«l knight, his late Ix'guilcd gutst : 
In mighty aimes he was yclad anon, 

And sillier shield * vpon his coward brest 
A bloudv frossc\ and on his cniuen cre'st 
A Ixniiuh of hairos discolourd diucrsly : 

Full lolly knight he scemde, and well addrwt, 
And when he sate vjKin his courser free, 
Saittl (jeor{;e himself ye would liaue deemed him 
to be 

12 

But he the knight, whose semblaunt he did 
Hart, 

The true Samt was wandred far away, 
'^lill flying from his thoughts and gcalous leare, 
Will vias Ins guide, and griefe led Inm .islra\ 
At last him ehaunst to mccte vpon the way 
A faitlilcssc barazin all arm’d to point, 

In whose great shield was writ with letters gay 
Sans Joy . full large of hmbe and cucry lomi 
He w,es, and cared nut for God or man a point 

He had a faire com|Kinion of his way, 

A goodly Lady clad in scarlot red, 

Purfled with gold and pearle of rich assay, 
And like a Persian niitre on her bed 
She wore, with crownes and owches garnished, 
The which her lauish louers to her gaue ; 

Her wanton palfrey all was ouerspred 
With tinsell trappings, wouen like a wane, 
Whose bridle rung with golden bcls and bos‘>es 
braue. 
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With faire disport aod courting oalliaunc^ I 
She intcrtaiodc her louer all the way : 

But when she saw the knight his ^peare 
aduaunce, 

She soone left o0 her mirth and wanton play, 
And bad her knight addresse him to the iray : 
His foe was nigh at hand. He prjckt withpnde 
And hope to winne his Ladies heart that day, 
Forth spurred fast : adowne his coursers side 
'fhe red bloud trickling staind the way, as he 
did ride 

The knight of the Rtderosse when him he spide, 
Spurring so hote with rage dispiteous, 

Gan fairely couch his spea re, and towards ride: 
Soone mcete they both, both fell and furious, 
That daunted with their forces hideous, 

Their steeds do stagger, and amazed stand, 
And eke themselues too nidelv rigorous, 
Astonied with the stroke of their owne hand. 
Do backe rebut, and each to other yeeldeth 
land. 

16 

As when two rams stird with ambitious pnde, 
Fight for the rule of the rich fleeced flocke, 
Their horned fronts so fierce on either side 
Do meete, that with the terrour of the shocke 
Astonied both, stand sencclesse as a blocke, 
Forgclfull of the hanging victory . 

So stood these twainc, vnmoutd as a rocke, 
Both staring fierce, and holding idclv 
The broken rehqiics of their framer cruelty 

17 

Tlic Sarazin sore daunted with the bufle 
Snatcheth his sword, and fiercely to him flies ; 
Who well it wards, and quytet h cuff with cuff 
Eac h others eouall puissaunce enuics, 

And through tneir iron sides with cruell spies 
Does seeke to pcrce ; repining courage yields 
No foote to foe The flashing Tier flics 
As from a forge out of their burning shields, 
And streames of purple bloud new dies the 
verdant fields. 

18 

Curse on that Crosse (quoth then the Saratm) 
That kecpcs thy body from the bitter fit ; 
Dead long ygoe 1 wote thou haddest bin, 

Had not that charme from thee forwamed it : 
But yet 1 wame thee now assured sitt, 

And hide thy hold. Therewith vpon his crest 
With ri^r so outra^us he smitt, 

That a large share it bewd out of the rest. 
And gUundng downe his shield, from blame 
him fairely blest. 


*9 

Who thereat wondrous wroth, the sleeping spark 
Of natiue vertue gan eftsoones reuiue, 

And at hi$ haughtie helmet making mark, 

So hugely stroke, that it the steele did riue, 
And cleft his head. He tumbling downe aliuc , 
With bloudy mouth his mother earth did kis, 
Greeting his graue : his grudging ghost did 
striue 

With the frailc flesh ; at last it flitted is, 
Whither the soules do fly of men, that hut amis. 

20 

The Lady when she saw her champion fall, 
Like the old ruines of a broken towre, 

.Staid not to wailc his woefull funcrall, 

But from him fled away with all her powre , 
Who after her as hastily gan scowre, 

Bidding the Dwarfe with him to bring awav 
The Sarazms shield, signe of the conqiicrourc 
Her soone he ouertooke, and bad to stay, 

For present cause was none of dread her to 
dismay. 

21 

She turning backe with rucfull counteraiiucc, 
Cnde, Mercy mercy Sir vouchsafe to show 
On silly Dame, subicct to hard inischauncf, 
And to your mighty will. Her humblesse low 
In so ritch weedes and seeming glorious show , 
Did much emmoue his stout heroicke heart, 
And said, Deare dame, your suddein ouer- 
ihrow 

Mucli rueth me , but now put fearc apart, 
And tell, both who )e be, and who that rooke 
your part. 

22 

Melting in teares, then gan she thus lament , 
The wretched woman, whom vnhappy howre 
Hath now made tlirall toy ourcommandement, 
Before that angry heauens list to lowrc. 

And fortune false betraide me to vour powre 
Was, (0 what now auaileth that I was *) 
Borne the sole daughter of an Kmperour, 

He that the wide West vnder Ins rule ha';, 
And high hath set his throne, where Ttbms 
doth pas. 

23 

He in the first flow re of my frcsnesi 
Betrothed me vnto the onely haire 
Of a most mighty king, most rich and sage , 
Was neuer Prince so faithfull and so fane, 
Was neuer Princ'c so meeke and debonaire ; 
But ere my hoped day of spousall shone. 

My dearest Lord fell from high honours staift, 
Into the hands of his accursd fone, 

I And cruelly was slarnc, that shall I euer monc. 
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Hw blessed body spoild of Imely breath, 

Was afterward, I k,now not how, conuaid 
And fro me hid : of whose most innocent deatli 
When tidings came to me vnliappy maid, 

0 how great sorrow my sad soule assaid 
Then forth I went fns woefull corse to find. 
And many yearcs throughout the world f straid, 
\ virgin widow, whose dupe wounded mind 
With louc, long tune did languish as the striken 
hind 

Ai last it chaunced this |)roiid Si:rdzitt 
I'o meete me wandring, who irerlorte me le<] 
With him away, but vet could neutr win 
The lM)rt,that ladies hold insoueraigncdread 
There he's he now with Ionic dishonour dead. 
Who whiles hcliu’de, was called proiKLSj«5 fo\ , 
The eldest of three brethren, all three bred 
Of one bad sire, whose younge'st is Sans un, 
And iwixt them botli was borne the blonde 


39 

Hut this good kmght soone aa he them can spie, 
hor the coole shade him tluther hastly got 
For golden Phxbus now ymounted hie, 

From liery wheelcs of his faire cliariot 
Hurled his beame so scorching eruell hot. 
That humg creature mote it not abide , 

And his new Lady it endured not 
There they ahght, m hoj)e ihemselues to hide 
From the (lerreheat, and rt^t their wearv limbs 
aude 

I'aire semitly jdeasaunce eaeii to other make's, 
With g«3odly pur|x>>es there as they siL . 

\nd in his la^eil fancy he her takes 
To U the faire-st wight, that liued yit , 
i Whuh to expre'Sse*, he bends his gentle wit, 

I Andthinkr'gof ih'>.ebr;Minch(Sg''('i- etol" u'l'' 
I A girlond 1..; ' ,'i: , 1 ^ i,,ul i !.!, 

I I le phickt a bough , out of whose rilt there caiiu 
} ‘small <lrops ot gory blond, ilia', tiiekkd dowiie 


l)old Sans loy 

In tins sad plight, frieridlesse, \nfortuiiate. 
Now miserable I Fidessa dwell. 

('railing of you in [)itly of my slate. 

To do none ill, if please ye not do well 
He m great passion all this while did dwell. 
More busying his quickc eyes, her face to view , 
Then his dull care^.to heare what she did tell , 
And said, haire Lady hart of Hint would rew 
IV vndeserued woe-s and sorrowe's, which vc 
-^liew 

27 

Heiiadorth in safe assuraunce may ye rest, 
fiauing both found a new friend you to aid, 
And lo^t an old foe, that did you molest 
Hettcr new fneiid then an old foe is said 
Witli cliaunge of chcare the seeming simple 
maid 

U*t fall her eyen, as shamefast to the earth. 
And ycelding soft, in that she nought gam-said. 
So forth they rode, he femmg seemely merlfi. 
And she coy lookes so dainty thev maktlh 
riertli 

Long tunc they thus together traueiled. 

Till weary of their wav, they (nine at Ust, 
Where grew two goodly tries, that fairc did 
ipred 

Their armes abroad, with gray mosse ouercast, 
And their greene leaues trembling with euery 
Wast, 

Made a caline sliadow far in compasse round ; 
'The fearefull Shq)heard often there aghast 
Vnder them neuer sat, ne wont there sound 
His mery oaten pipe, but shund th’vnlucky 
ground. 


the S.U1K* 

Therewith a piteou^ veiling voyce wa. lieard, 
('rvmg, 0 spare willi guilty hands to tcnire 
My tender sides in this rough rynd emlwrd. 
But riy, all tlv far hena* away, for feure 
I.«i5t to you fup. III It hapisened to me heare, 
And to tills wretchc-d Lidy, my dcarc lout, 
0 too deare lone, loue l)oughl with death too 
dcare. 

Astoiid he slixx], and \p hh haire did hone. 
And with that siiddeMii horror c ould no memlier 
inoue 

At last whenas the dreadlull [lassion 
Was ouerjxisl, and manhood well awake. 

Yet musing at the straunge ocatsion. 

And doubting raueJi his sena*,hc thus bespake, 
WImt ve^yce ot damned Ghost from Limbo lake, 
Or guilefull spright wandnng m empty aire. 
Both which fraile men do oftentimes nihlake, 
Sei ids t o m v doubt lull eii res t hese spcaches m re , 
And rucfull plaints, me bidding guilttessc blond 
to spare 

Then groningdeepe. Nor damned Ghost .(quoth 
111*.) Ispeake, 

Nor guilefull >prile to thee these worries dotli 
But ona* a man FradtibiOf now a tree, 
Wretched man, wretched tree , whose natun 
weake, 

A eruell witch her cursed will to wreake, 

Hatli thus transformd, and pUst in open plimes, 
Wliere Boreas doth blow hill bitter bleake, 
And scorching .Sunne does dry my secret vaines. 
For though a tree I seeme.yet cold and heat ok 
paines 
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Say' on Fradubw then, or man, or tret, 

Quotl) then the knight, by whose mischieuous 
arts 

Art thou misshaped thus, as now 1 see ^ 

He oft 6nds mcd’cine, who his griefe imparts . 
But double griefs afflict concealing harts. 

As raging flames who striueth to suppresst 
'Hie author then (said he) of all ray smarts, 

Is one Diiessa a Ulse sora*resse, 

Tliat many errant knights hatli brought to 
wretchednesse 

35 

In prime of youthly yrart's, when corage hot 
i'hc fire of iouc and loy of ciicualrcc 
First kindled in my brest, it was my lot 
To loue this gentle Lady, whom ye see, 

Now not a Lady, but a seeming tree ; 

With whom as once 1 rode accorapanyde, 

Mo chaunced of a knight cncountrcd ke, 
That had a like faire Lidy bv Ins syde, 

Like a faire Lady, but did fowle l>'tessa hyde 

Vo 

Whose forged bemty he did lake in hand. 

All Ollier Dames to liauc (xcec‘dcd farre , 

1 in defence of mine did likewise stand, 
Mme.thatdidthnishincaslheMormngstarre. 
So both to bat tell fierce nrr .mgc'l a--' . 

In which his harder lor:; w.c i .'1 
Vnder my spear c . snch is the dye of wairo . 
His Lady left .ts a prise martial!, 

Did yield her coindy person, to bc’ at my ixill 

Vi 

(ici"b!v 1 1 ■' ! ' M ..'Iks vrilike faire, 

I' (III •'( I ■ : s the other sill h indecdc, 

One day in doubt I aist for to compare, 


Tlien cridc she out, Fye, fye, deformed wight, 
Whose borrowed beautie now appeareth plaine 
To haue kfore bewitched all mens sight , 

0 Icaue her soone, or let her soone fjt slame 
Her lojithly visage viewing with difedainc, 
Kftsoonc^s I thought her such, .is she me toL, 
And would liauc kild her , but with faigned 

pame, [hold , 

The false witch did my wratlifnll hand with 
.So left her, where she now is turnd to treen 
mould 

40 

Tliens forth 1 tookc Diks'^u for iny Darni, 

And in the witch vmviiting loyd long time, 
Ne eucT wist, but that she w'as the sariu , 

'I ill on a day (that day is euery Prime, 

Will n Witches wont do pi nanrefor their 1 rimi j 

1 rhaunst to sec her in her proper hew, 

III*'. r,*-’ -, i’ r. ' thyme 

\ • ill :l. ■ wi','. I. I , vew', 

'Diat cuer to hauc touclit her, 1 did deadly re w 

41 

Her Heather (wrtes mivsha|>en, rnon^triious 
Were hidd in water, that I e'ould not see, 

But they did steine more foiik and hideous, 
Tlun womans shajK’ man would bdetue to bee 
'Iliens forth from her most kastly comiianif 
I gan refra]ne\ in niinde to slip awav, 

.Soone as apjieard s,.ite opix)rtunitie . 


I‘or danger great, if not as-ur'd decay 
I saw before mine e)is, if 1 were Lnovint ic 
stray 

TTie diiielish hag bv chaimge*s of my cht\irt 
Perceiu’d rn\ thought, and drownd in sleepic 
night. 

With wicked lierbes and ointments did Ix- 


Wliether in bcaulic's glorie did exaedc , 

A Rosy girlond w.is the victors ineede . 

Both seenide to win, and fxith se'emdc won te 
bee, 

So liard the discord was to be agroedt 
Frcchssa was as f.iire, as f.-ure mote k'e, 

And cucr false Du^ssa ‘^emde as faire’ .es shec 

Till wicked witeh now seeing all this while 
The doubtfull Lallaiina’ equally to swa>, 
What not by right, she cast to win by guile. 
And by he*r hellish snence raise] streight wav 
A foggy mist, llxit oucrcast the day, 

And a dull blast, that breathing on her face, 
Dimmed her former beauties sliming ray, 
And with foule vgly forme did her disgrace : 
Then was she faire alone, when none wxs faire 
in place. 


smeare (miglit, 

My bodic all, through rharmes and inagieke 
'That all my senses were IxTiaued quight 
Then brought she me into this desert waste, 
And by mv wretched loners side me piglit, 
Where now- enclosd in woexieri w.ils full fasti, 
Banishi from liuing wights, our wearie eiaves 
we w.iste 

43 

But how long lime, said then the Ellin knight, 
Are you in tlii^ misformed house to dwell 
We may not chaunge* (quot h he) this t uil [)light, 
Till wc Ix’ bathed m a Inimg well , 

That is the lirme prescnlKx] bv the s}xl'i 
0 how, said he. mote I that well out find, 
lliat may restore you to your w'onted well ? 
Time and suffised fates to former kynd 
.Shall vs restore, none else from hence may vs 
vnbynd 
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44 , 

llie false Duessa, novr Fidfsm hight, 

Heard how in vaine Fradubio did lament, 

And knew well all was true. But thegood knlg^ 1 
Full of sad feare and gh,astly drenmcnt, 

When all this speech the liuing trc-c had spent, 
The bleeding bough did thrust into the ground. 
That from the bloud he might be innoamt, 
And with fresh clay did cloie the woo<len wound: 
Then turning to his Lady, dead with fearc her 
found 

45 

Htr sierning dead he found with feigneel feare, 
Ab all Miweeting of that well she knew, 

And [U} nd himselfe with busie care to rearc 
Her out of carelcsse swowne fb r eylids blew 
And dimmed sight with pale and deadly hew 
At last she vp gaii lift with trembling cheare 
Her vj) he tooke, too simple and too trew. 
And oft her kist At laigth all passeii feare. 
He set her on her steedc, and forward forth did 
beure 

Cant. III. 

Forsaken Truth long seekes hn hue, 

And nwkes the Lyon mylde, 

Marres blind Deuolwns mart, andfals 
1 n hnmi of leachour iryhie 

C^^>X^X• X-X- X’' X‘X>X<\v X’^X^X' xv^ 

1 

Nought IS there vnderheau’ ns wide hollowncsse, 
That moues more deare (ompassion of mind, 
Then beautie brought t’vnworthy wretched 
ncsse Ivnkmd 

Through cnuies snares or fortunes freakes 
I, whether lately through hir brightnesse blind, 
Or through alhageance and fast fealtie, 

Which I do owe vnto all woman kind, 

Fcele mv heart perst with so great agonie, 
When such I see, that all for pittic I could die 

2 

And now it is empassioned so deepe, 

For fairest Vnaes sake, of whom I sing, 

That my fraile eyes these lines with tearcs do 
steeric, 

To thinke how she through guilcfull handeling, 

I iKjugh true as touch, though daughter ofa king, 
Though faire as euer liuing wight was faire, 
Though nor in word nor deede ill meriting, 

I* from her knight diuorced in dcspirc 
And her due louts denu'd to that vile witches share 


Yet she most faithfull Ladie all this while 
Forsaken, wofull, soUtarie mayd 
Fiirrc from all peoples prease, as in exile. 

In wildernesse and wastfull deserts strayd, 
To seeke her knight ; who subtilly betrayd 
Througli that late vision, which th'Enchaunter 
wrought, 

Had her abandorid She of nought affrayd. 
Through woods and wastnesse wide him daily 
sought , 

Yet wished tydmgs none of him vnto her 
brought 

4 

One day nigh wearie of the yrkc'some way, 
From her vnhastic* beast she did alight, 

And on the gras.se her dairitie limbcs did lay 
In stcret shadow, faire from all mens sight • 
P'rom her faire head her fillet slit vndight. 
Anti laid her stole asiiie Hir angels face 
As the grc'at eye of heauen shviied brigiit, 
And made a sunsliine m tfic sfiadie pLu'e , 
Did ncuer mortal! eve behold such lic'aiienly 
grace 

5 

It fortuned out of the tliuki'st wood 
, A ramping L)on rushed stiddamly, 

' Hunting full gret'die after sjiluage bloo<J , 

I Sooiic as the royal! virgin he did spy, 

I With gaping mouth at her ran gri'cdily, 

To haue attonce dtuour'd her ti nder corse . 
But fo the pray when as ho drew more ny, 
Ills bloudie rage asswaged with rt morse, 

And with the sight ariu/d, forgat his furious 
forse 

h 

In stead thereof he kisl her wruie feet, 

An<l hrkt her hlly hands wilh fawning long, 
As he her wronged iiinorence did weet 
0 how am Ixaulie maislcr the most strong, 
And simple truth suMue aiungmi: wrong ^ 
Whost yedded pnde and proud submission. 

Si ilbln atliiigdeul li, wIk nshe h id nyarkul long, 
Ikr h.irl gin in? U in grial tf^iiijussion, 

And dn/iing tearis did she<i fur pure affecUon 

7 

'Hie Lyon I/ird of onerte b^ast in field, 

(hiofh she, his princely puiss.mi'e doth abate, 
And mightie proud to humble weakedix’S yield, 
Forgetful! of the hungry rage, which late 
Him prukt, m pittie of my sad estate : 

Blit he my Lyon, and mv noble Lord, 

How doM he find m cniell hart to hate 
Her that him lou’d, and euer most adord, 

As the God of my life ^ why hath he me abhord ? 
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Kedouiidii^ tearesdid choke lii’eiid ul herpUint, 
Which softly ecchoed from the neighbour wood , 
And Slid to see her sorrowfull constraint 
'Die kingly beast vpon her gazing stxxxl , i 

With pitue calmd, downc fell his angry mmxl j 
At last in close hart shuttir^ vp her j).unc, 
Arose the virgin borne of heaue-nly brood, 

And to her snowy Palfrey got againe, 

To seeke her strayed Champion, if she might 
atlaine. i 

The Lyon would not kaue Ik r de.solate. ' 

liut with her went along, as a strong gaid j 
Of her chast person, and a faith full mate I 
Of her sad troubles and misfortunes haid 
Still when she slept, he kqit botii watch and | 
ward, 

And when she wakt, lie waited diligent, 

With humble scruice to licr will prepard 
From her faire eyes he tooke comrnaundi iiRnt, 
And tuer by her lookes conaiucd her intent 


Winch when none yeeldcd, her vnruiy Pjige 
With his rude Dawes the wicket open rent, 
And let her in , where of his cruel! rage 
Nigli duid with (fare, ami faint aslonislinient, 
Shefoundtheinbotfiiri darke-sornt corner pent, 
\\ here that old woman d and night did pray 
V[)on her Ixades dtuoutly |xniteiit , 

Nine liundred I\iltr noslt-rs euery dav, 

And thrise* nine hunored Autb slie was wont to 

“y ,, 

And to augment htr juirKfull jJtnnanee more, 
Dirise entry wttke in .^slies slie did sit, 

And ik\t her wrinkled skin rough sackcloth 
wore, 

And thrise three tinits did fast from any bit 
Put now for fearc hci heads she did forget 
W1 (jse needlesse on cl lor to remoue away, 
j I aire Vtia fraimd words ai-d count’nance fit 
I WhiDi hardly dexn, at length she gan them 
pray , 


10 

Ixnig she thus traueilc<J through eWrts w\de, 
Uy W'hich she thought her w.indring knight 
shold JUS, 

Yet neucr shew of lining wight espy'de , 

Till that at length she foiinei the trodcii gras, 
In winch the tract of pe-oplcs footing was. 
Vnder the steegie foot of a mount, une bore , 
Die same she followe*s, till at last slu has 
A damzell si)vde slow fooling her before, 

Tliat on her shoulders sad a jKit of water b<are 

ir 

To whom approDiing she to her gan c:ill, 

To weet, if dwelling ))lace were nigh at hand . 
Put the rude wem li her answer’d nought ai all, 
She e'ould not he are.norspeake.nor vnderstand , 
Till seeing by Inr side the L\on stand, 

With suddaine learc hei pitcher downe she 
threw. 

And Ik'd aw, IV for neuer m that land 
Face of fine Ladie she before did vew, 

And that dread L\ons looke her e^asl in dcadh 
hew ■ 

Full fast she^ fled, nc euer lookt be’hvnd. 

As if her life vpon the wager lay, 

And henneshe eame, whereas her mother bk nd 
hate m cternall night . nought could she siv, 
Put suddaine catehing hold, did her dismay 
With quaking hands, ,and other signe's of feare 
Who lull of gh.\stly fright and cold affray. 
Gan shut the dore. Py tins arriucd there 
Dame Vna» wearie Dame, and entrance did 
requere. 


Tliat m tlieir cot,ige vmall, that night she re-st 
her may 

Tlie day is spent, and lomnuth drow^ie night, 
When cuerv erealure shrowded is in «kc|:>e ; 
Sad Vruj downe her hues in wrarie plight, 
And .it her ket the L\on w'atch doth keepe . 
In ste'.id of rc't. she doe-s lament, and weepe 
I'or the late' iossc of hir deare loued knight. 
And sighes, and grones, and cutrmore does 
stec|X‘ 

Her ttmler bre'st in bitter teart■^ all night, 

All nigl t she thinks tm^ long, and often lookes 
for light 

16 

Now when .Vd(b(ytan was mounted hie 
AIhjUC the shirk ( m-ijopiMs chaire. 

And all in d(.i(iK skepe did drownexi he, 

One knexked at the fioie, and in would tare : 
He knoed\cd fast, and often curst, and sware. 
That rcadie entrarue w,is not at his call . 

For on his backe a heanv load he bare 
Of nightlv stilths and [allage '■euerall, 

Whu h he had got abroad b\ purchase eriminall 

17 

He was to weete a stout and sturdie thiefo. 
Wont to robix' t hurclns of their ornaments, 
And ixx)ro mens Ixinl's of their due rtliefc, 
Which glue II was to them for good intents , 
The holy Saints of their rieh ves«Uments 
He did disrotie, when all men carelesse slqit. 
And spoild the Priests of their habiliments, 
Whiles none the holy things in safety kept ; 
Then he by cunning sleights in at the window 
crept. 
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And all that lie b> n^ht or wronj; tould laid, 
Vnlo this liousc ho brouj^ljt, and did Inrstow 
Vpon the dauj;hter of llii^ woman blind, 
Atessa daughter of Corceta slov\, |lvnow, 
With whom he whoredoine vsd, that few did 
And fed her fat with lia^t’Ol olferings. 

And plentie, wliuh in all the land did grow , 
Nc spared he to giiie lur gold and ring!» 

And now ho to lar bronglii part ol hi" stolen 
things 

Thus long the dore u nil ragi ttiullhri iishebel. 
Yet of tliose fearefull v\omen none durst n/( , 
'Hie Lyon frayed them, him in to Kt 
lie would no longer sta\ hun to aduizt. 

But oj)cn breakes the dore in furious wizi. 
And entrmg is , when that disdjinfull Inust 
Encount ring fierce, him suddaiiic dot hsurpri/t. 
And seizing cruell clawts on tumbling bitsi, 

Vnder his Ixirdk lout linn j'MHidk iialh sup* 
prest 

20 

Jiim bootelh not resist, nor smatar mil, 

Ills bLeding hart is in the \uigers hand, 
Whosireighlhimrint m thousand jK'tcissmall, 
And quite dismembrnl hath the thirsiR 1 uid 
Drunkevj) his life, hiscorse li ft on llu strand 
His fearefull friends wettre out tlit wofull night, 
Ne dare to weepe, nor sceme to \ndtrstand 
The htauic hap, which on (hem is alight, 

Afjraid, least to thcrnstluis tin likt mishappuj 
iniglit 

21 

Now when broad dav th^ world di''(OUtre<l has, 
Vp Vrui rose, vp rose the ) \on eke. 

And on their former lourntv forward pas. 

In wayes vnknowne. hir wandrmg knight to 
scckc, jt/mAv, 

With pames farre jMssing that long wandrmg 
That for his loue refused dune , 

Such were the labours of tins I^dy ineeke, 
Still seeking him, that from her still did flic, 

'llien furthtst from her ho[Jt, vlitn most she 
wcciieci me 

22 

Sooric as she parted thence, the le-arefull twaine, 
Tliat blind old woman and her daughter dean 
(^meforthomd finding AVArapnir the reslame, 
For angui>h great llRygan to rtrid their iRare, 
And b^t their brests, arifl naked flesh to teare 
And when they Ixjlh had wept and wayld their 
fill, 

Then forth they ranne like two amazed dearc, 
Halfe mad through malice, and rcuenging will, 

To follow her, tliat was the causer of their ill. 


•'Ci 

Wliom oiici taking, they gan loudly bruy, 

With hollow howling, and lamenting cr\. 
Shamefully at her rayhng all the way, 

And her accusing of dishonesty, 

That W.U the llowre of faith and chastity ; 
And still amidst her rayhng, she did pray, 
'lhat |jlagiKs, and misclntls, and long iniseiy 
Might fall on her, and follow' all the way, 

And lhat in eiidlesse error she might euer stray. 

*4 

bill wliin she s(w lier pr.ivtrs nought preuuile, 
'"Ik backe returned with some laliour lost , 
And in the wa> as she did weepe and waile, 

A knight her met in mighty arints ernbost, 
Vit knight was not for .ill lus bragging IxM, 
But siibiill Arilnmi^f that I mi seiught 
ll\ lra)ms into new troubles to hauc tost . 
Of that old wuin.iii I) dings 1r besought, 

If that ot muI) a 1 adu she (ould tellen ought 

LS 

. riKUwitii she gan Im passion to renew, 

I And <r\, and curst, .md lailt, and lenil her 
I luare, 

1 "saMfg, tlut harlot die loo lattl\ kiiiw, 

'Jhal lauMl her shed so mans a bitter tesirt, 
AiJ<l so forth told the "lois ol her fcare, 
j Much setnudht tty inune Inr liapltssc thauntc, 
And alter fur tliat Ladit did iiiquere , 

Wliit h being t.iught, lit forward gan aduaunee 
111" fair tn<haunttd ^Uid,aini tkt Itis charmed 
liniRt 

J' 

1*H long h< (aine.wiitre I «a Uaueild slow. 
And that wildt ( hainpion w.i^ ling Ik r bisxde 
Whonisttmg "ir h, hir dread lit durst not show 
lliinsilft t«H) nigh .it li.uid, but luinid W)dt 
Vnloan lull, from whence \^htIl shthimspydt, 
B\ his likf ‘eenuiig shield, her knight byname 
She weiiid U was, and towards liim gan rydt : 
Apprixlung mgh, she wist it was the same, 
.Aral vNiih fane h ireful! humblesM lowaid" him 
shei (aiiK 

And we-eping said, Aii m> lung UiketJ Lord, 

VV he re h.iue ye Irene thus long out of rny sight.-^ 
Much feared I to haue Urie quite abhonl, 
drought haue done, lhat yt displeasen might, 
'I hat should as death vnlo my deurc liart light: 
I'or since mine eye your loyous sight did mis, 
Myehcarefull dayis lurnd tochearelessc night, 
And eke my night of death the sliadow is ; 
But welcome now iny light, and shining larapc 
of blis 
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Ik iherctu said, My dcurcsl iMint, 

I'arrebcil frcni your lliou(?hl,andlroinv will. 
To lliiiikc tliat kjiiphliiood I so much should 
shame, 

As you to leant, tliat hauc me loued si ill, 
And chose in haery court of nuerc t^cKxiwiIl, 
WherenohkstkiJighls were tolxifound oil earih 
J’lic earth shall sooner ieauc her kindly skill 
I’o bring forth fruit, and make* cternall di rih 
'ilitn 1 Iraue }ou, in> hele, yborne of heaunil 
lierth 29 

And sooth to sa>, why I left you so long 
Was fur to setke adnenture in strange plare, 
Where Arduniaf^o vud a felo> “• ■ , 

To mail) knights did dail) \ i,- n , 

but knight he now shall nukr more defatt 
(loodaiuseof mmecxrusc, that motevcple.ea 
Well to ar<c]H, and euerinoic embrace 
Mv faithfnll seniue, tliat b\ land and sc‘a<- 
llauc vo\^d )ou to <i( fend, now then vour planil 
apix-use' 

Ills lonely words her sctind diu ?irom|Hnt* 

Of all litr jeissed paine^ on lomngliourf 
I'or many yrares ol sorrow cun disix'nce 
A dram of sweet is worth a |>ound of sowre 
^he has forgot, how man) a wofull stowie 
Vor him she late endur’d, slu speakes no more 
Of jiast : true is, that true lo le hath no lK)wr^ 
'lo Icxiken Uieke , Ins evts be fixt btfort 
Ikiore her stands lier Liight, foi whom she 
toyld so sore 

V 

Miuli like, as wlien the Inattn mariiuTe 
Tliat long hath waridred in the Oaatt wide, 
Oft Kiust 111 swelling 7 e///yi s.dtish tenrc, 

And long lime liauing land hi^ tawiiey hide 
With bliiNlriiig breatli of heaiicn, tliat none 
can bide, 

^^d scorelimg flairie*s of licrex^ Ortons hound, 
"^oone as llie jxirt from farre he has espide, 
Ills rhcarefull whistle inerril) deith sound, 

Old Nnfus erowiK-s ^MLhe’lll^ , his mate's luin 
ple-dg around 

iifh loy made Tfw, when her knight she found, 
And eke ih’enehaunler leivous seemd no Icsse*, 
1 hen the glad iiiarcfiant, tliat dex-s vcw from 
ground 

Ills sliip farre come from watrie wildcrncssc, 
ile hurlc'S out vowes, and Nepiunr oft doth 
ble-sse ; 

so forth they [last, and all the w.iy tliey sjicnt 
)iscoursing of her drcadfull late distrt'ssc, 

In which he askt her, what the Lyon raent : 
iVlio told her all that fell in journey as slie went. 
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Hity had not rielelen farre, when 1 hey might m e 
One pricking towards them witli liastie Heat, 
1‘ull strungl) annd anei on a courser free, 
ihat through hi*- Iiciuikssc' iunied all with 
sweat. 

And the' sharjx! yroii did lor anger cat. 

When lus liot ryde r spnrd his diaufied sric ; 

1 lis )(X)kc was Sterne, and seemed sliil to thrc'at 
( rtieli reuengo, whie'h lie m liirt did hvde, 

\iid on Ins slikid .Sum loy in bloi.die lines wa^ 
<lydl. 

When nigh lie drew vrito tins gentle pavre 
And saw' the Reel < russe, wine'll the knight dm 
Ik art, 

He burnt m fire, aiul gaii efwxjnes jirtjriare 
Himse'lfe lo bat tell with liis rouehed s|X'are 
belt h was tliat (jt)u r,.ind did faint through ft-aro. 
To taste th’viitr)ed dint of dradly stccle . 

Jbit yet Ins l-ndy did so well Inin diearc, 

'J hat liojK ol new guexJ liaji he gaii to leele : 
So Ix'iit hjs sjieare, and sjrurnd his heirsc with 
)roiiheele 

but that proud baenim forward e'aine so (arei 
Andfullofwi.itlijllul wuhh^shar|>'ht‘adsj)eart 
'Jlirough \aindy ciosHci shield ho quite di<l 
pierce, jleare. 

And had Ins staggering sleexb not shrunke foi 
'llirough shield and IxxJio eke he should him 
Ix'are . 

\ et so great was the |)Uis.sance of lus push, 
'lliat from lus saddle e^uite he did him Ixare • 
He tombling ruelcly downc to ground did rush. 
And from his geired wound a well of bloud did 

Dismounting lightly from liis loftie steed, 

He to him Icjil, m mind to reauc Ins life, 

And jiroudly said, la) there the woitlue meed 
Of him, that slew .Vune/ciy with blondk kinte 
llcnadortli liis ghost fic'cel Iremi n pining strife. 
Jn iK-acc ma) [ .Lsseii oucr l^lhe 1 ike, 

When inournmg altars ixirgd with enemieslife, 
'Hie blaekr mhin.ill hurtes doen aslake: 

Life from San^jox thou tookst, Sofisloy shall 
fieim ihe'e lake 

37 

Tlicrewilli in haste liis helmet gan Milace. 

Till Vrta cridc, 0 hold that hcauic handi, 
Doare Sir, wlut cucr that thou 1 )C in pltte^e.' 
Enough IS, that thy foe doth vanquisht stand 
Now at (hy mercy : Mcrcie not w itlisUiiid : 
Lor he is one the truest knight aliue, 

Tliough conquered now he lie on lowly land, 

And whi lest him fortune fauourd,faire did thnoc- 

In bloudi fuld the r Jore of lifehimnotdepnueu 
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Her piteous wordb iniglit not abate liia raj^e, 
Hut rudely rending vp lus helmet, would 
II lue sUinc him ^Iraiglit : but when he sees 
his age, 

And hoarie head ol Ardiijiut^o old, 

Ills hoslic hand he doth aina/ed hold, 

And lulfc ashaiiiAl, worulred at tlie sight : 

For the old man well knew he, though vnlold, 
In dunnes and magicke to haue wondrous 
might, 

Ne eucr wont in field, ne m round lists to light 
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And said, Why Archvna^o, luckle^se syre. 
What doc I see '' wlut h ml mishap is this, 
That hath thee hither brought to taste mine 
yre ? 

Or thme the fault, or mine the < rror is. 

In stead of foe to wound mv frund amis •' 

He answered nought, but m a trauneo stili lay, 
And on those guilcKill dazed cv<‘S of his 
I’hc rloiid of death did sit Whidi doen awa\ , 
He left him lying so, ne would no longer stay 

40 

Hut to the virgin comes, who all this wluK 
Amased stands, her sclfe so mockt to scr 
Hy him, who has the guerdon of his guile. 
For so mbfeigmng her true knight to bn . 
Yet is she now in more [xrrplexiiie, 

Left m the hand of that same Favmm bold. 
From whom her bootelh not at <iil to llic ; 
Who by her cleanly garment catching hold, 
Her from her Palfrey pluckt, her vis-rge to 
behold 

But her fierce scruant full of kingly awe 
And high disdamc.whenas his soucraincD imi 
So ruddy handled by her foe he sawe, 

With gaping lawes full greedy at him came. 
And ramping on his shield, did wccnc the siine 
I laue reft away with his sharpe rending claw 
Hut he was stout, and lust did now mil 
Ills corage more, that from his griping piwc-s 
Ileliathhisshield redeem 'd, and foonhhisswtrd 

he drawes. ^2 

0 then too weakc and feel)le was the forse 
Of saluage beast, his puissance to withstand * 
For he was strong, and of so rnightie corse. 

As cucr wielded S[)care in warlike hand, 

And feates of armes did wisely vn<Jerstand. 
Fftsoones he perced through his chaufed chest 
With thrilling point of deadly yron brand, 
And launcht his Lordly hart: wit hdeath opprest 
He roar'd aloud, whiles life forsooke his stub- 
borne brest. 


Tv) 

Who now i!, left to keej>e the forlornc nuid 
I'roin raging spoile of lawlcsse victors will ? 
Her failhfull gard remouVl, her hoi>e dismaid, 
Hi r sclfe a vccldtd prav to s,uic or spill. 

He now Lord of the held, lus nride to fill, 
With foulc rcprochcs, anil disdainfull spight 
Ikr vildly enlcrtamcs, and will or mil, 
liciircs her away vpon his courser light : 
llir prayers nought prcuaile, lus rage is more 
ot might 
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\ )<1 all tlie way, with gtiat lamenting painc, 
And piteous pUintb slie lilleth lus dull cares, 
That stony hart could riuiu hauc in Iwainc, 
And all the way she wets with flowing learcs: 
Hut he enrag’il with rancor, nothing heares 
Her seruile bi.ist Mt would not Itaue her so, 
I’ul followts Inr farre off, ne ought he feures, 
1 0 be jxirt iIm r of lu r wandring woe, 
^loreraild in beastly Kind, then that her beastly 
foe. 

Cant, nil. 

c/x 'X^VX'X'^W V' X>XVXOt>vVX/X/^ 

To swjull houif bj Pride, Duessa 
f>uides the faulifull knt^hi, 

Where hrolhers dtnlh to loreak Sansioy 
doth ehalerj^e him to fi;ht 

C'X'X-V'V'X'V'X'X'WX'VX^V/^ 

1 

Voting knight, v\hat eucr that dost armc^ pro- 
^cs^e, 

I And through long Idiours hunU’sl after fana 
Ik ware of fraud, bt ware of rickUni'ssc, 

In chon i, and (haiigeof thydi are loued Hann 
Least thou of her Ixleeue loo liglitly blame, 
And rash niiswei miig dw thy hart leiuoui . 
I'or viito knight there is no grciiter slLime, 
'IliLii light ncsse and inionstancie m lone ; 
'f'luil doth this Rtderosse kmghls casample 
plaiiilv jirouf 

2 

Who after that be had faire Vna lornc, 
Through light misdeeming of her loialtie, 

And false Duessa m her sleif had Ixirne, 
('ailed Ftdess', and so sup|X)sd to bee ; 

Long with her traucild, till at last they sec 
A goodly building, brandy garnished, 

Tlie house of mightic Prince it seemd to bee: 
And towards it a broad high way that led, 
All bare through peoples feet, which thither 
trauciled 
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Great troupes of people traueild thitherward 
l^th day and night, of each degree and plaa*, 
But few returned, hauing scaped hard, 

With baleful) beggerie, or foulc disgraa‘, 
Winch euer after in most wretcheti case, 

Like loathsome laz-ars, by the hedges lay. 
Thither Duessa bad him bend his pace: 

For she is wearie of the toilesome way. 

And also lugh consumed is the hngnrig day 

4 

A stately Pallace built of squared bricke, 
Which cunningly was without morter laid, 
Whose wah were high,but nothing strong, nor 
thick, 

\nd golden foile all oucr them displaid, 

That purest skye with bnghtnesse they dis- 
m-ud • 

High lifted vp were many loftie towres, 

And gfxxlly galleries farre oner laid, 

Fullof faire win(lowes,and delight full bowres. 
And on the top a Diall told the timely howns 

5 

It w.is a goodly hcape for to behoiild, 

And sjwke the praises of the worknuns wit , 
But full great piltic, that so faire a mould 
Did on so weake foundation cuer sit . 

For on a s«mdic lull, that still did Hit, 

And fall away, it mounttHl was full hie, 

That cilery breatli of lieuuon shaked it. 

And ail the hinder |>arls, that few could spit, 
WVre ruinous and old, but painted cunningly 
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High alKJuc all a cloth of State v..ls spred, 

And a ruh throne, as bright is suniiy day, 
On whien there sate most braue tmlv llislud 
With royal! robe's 

A mayden Queeric, l",i \ > , .y, ra\. 

In glistririL'gold, and jx’eri I' ■•m pretious stone: 
Yet her bright bla/ing be-aulic ilid ass<iv 
To dim the brightricssi of her glfirious throne, 
As enuying her selh , that t(M) ■ \( tcding shone. 

u 

Lxrccdiug shone, like Phahus childe, 
T'liat did jircsume his fatlurs hrie wayne, 
And ^]amlllgmoutht■s()fstccelf^vnv^onted Wilde 
Through highest lieauen veilh weaker hand to 
rayne , 

I’rotid of such glorv andi adnancement vainc, 
While flashing lx'arn(^ do da/e his leeblc* eyen, 
lie lc.iue*s the welkin vva\ irujst beaten plame, 
And rapt witli \ehirling uhctles, inflames the 
skvon. 

With fire not m.ide to burne, but fairely for to 
shyne 
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proud she sliyncd in lu r I’rincciv stnte, 
lax)king to heaiien, for i arth she did disdayne, 
And sitting high , for lowlv she eJid hate 
Lo vndorncath her seornefull feetc, was layne 
A dreiidfull Drage^n with an hideous travne. 
And in her hand she held a niirrhoiir bright, 
Wherein Iut face she often vewed fayne. 

And in her selfc-Iou’ei semblancctooke delight, 
For she was wondrous faire .as am humg wight 


ArriiK'd there they passed m forth right , 

For still to all the gitts sIikhI o[x'n wide, 

\'it charge of llurn w.is to a Porter highl 
(aid Mdiunu, who entrance none denidc* 
Tlicncc lo tlic hall, which w.is on euory side 
With rich .irrav and cersth arr.is dight 
Infinite sorts of [xoplc did abide 
TTicrc waiting long, to win tlie wishol siglit 
(Tf her. that w.as thcLedvof that Pillacc bright 

7 

Bv them they passe, all gazing on them round, 
And to the Presence mount , whose glorious 
vew 

Their fra vie amazed smses did ctinfound 
In luiing Princes court none ciitr knew 
^u( h enellpsse nchesse, and sosumptuous shew , 
Nc Persia sclfe, the nourse of {lompus pride 
Like euer saw And there a noble rjew 
Of Lordes and Ladies stood on euery side, 
Which with their presence faire, the place miidi 


beautifide. 


Of grkslv Pluto she thr d.ii'glit r was, 

And s.i(i Pri)<;rrpi>hi the (^^mene of hell ; 

Yd did she ihinkelurpi irGisse worth to pas 
That [xircntagd with jir de so did she swell. 
And thundrii’g lour, that high in heauen doth 
dwell. 

And wield the world, slic ckivimd for her syre, 
Or if that an\ else did fr’ir c \ci !l 
For to the luehest slic did still .(s[)\re, 

Oi if ought higher wen tlitn tint, did itdesyre 

12 

And proud [ uafera men did her c.ill, R^e, 
That made her silfe a (^leene, and erowTid to 
Yet rightfull kingdoim •'lie had none at all, 
Nc heritage of n.itiiie soiirninti' , 

But did \sur[X' with wrong and tvrannie 
V|x)n the sn'ptcr. wliirh she now did hold ; 
Ne ruld her Realmes with lawe^. hut pllide, 
And strong aduizcment of six w isards old. 
That with their counsels bad her kingdome did 

?TATC CFNTP'^L W'"FT BENGAl 
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Soooe as the Elfin knight in presence came, But this was drawne of six vnequall beast*., 

And false Duessa seeming I.ady faire, On which her six sage Counsellours did ryde, 


A gentle Husher, Vamlie by name [paire : 
Made rowme, and passage lor them did pre- 
So goodly brought them to the lowest staire 
Of her hich throne, wherethey onhumble knee 
Making obey’saance, did the cause declare, 
Wliy they were come, her royall state to see, 
To proue the wide report of her great Maustn.. 

14 

With loftie eyes, halfe loth to looke so low, 
She thanked them m her disdainefull wise, 

Ne other grace vouclisafed them to show 
Of Prino.'sse worthy, scarsc them bad arise. 
Her Lordes and Lidn-s all this while deuise 
Themselues to set ten forth to slraungers sight: 
Somefrounce theircurled Iraire m courtly guise. 
Some prancke their rulfes, and others trimly 
dight 

Their gay attire: each others greater pride doc-s 
spight. 

Goodly they all that knigiit do entertame, 
Rightgladwithhimtohaueincrcasttheircrew. 
But to Ducss' each one himsclfc did (lame 
All kmdnesse and faire courtesie to shew , 
For in that court whylome her well they knew: 
Yet the stoutFacrie inongst the middest crowd 
'Fhought all their glorie vame m knightly vew, 
And that great Princessc too exceeding prowd, 
Tlut to strange knight no better countenance 
allowd. 

Suddein vprisclh from her stately place 
Tlie royall Dame, and for her coc he* dcilli oall . 
All hurtlen forth, and she with Princely j*ace, 
As faire Aurora in her purjcle jrall, 

Out of the East tlie dawning day doth rail : 
So forth she comes , her bright ne*s.se brode 
doth blaze ; 

The heapes of people thronging in the hall, 
Do ride each other, vfxin her to gaze* . 

Her glorious glitterand light doth all mens c-ye-s 
amaze. 

Se forth she comes, and to licr i oehe does rlyme, 
Adorned all with gold, and girlonds gay, 
That seemd as fre-sh as Flora in her prime, 

And stroue to match, in royall rich array, 
Great lunoes golden chairc, the which they say 
The Gods stand gazing on, when she docs ndc 
To louts high house through heauens braS' 
paued way 

Drawne of faire Pecocks, that excell in pride, 
And full of Arpu eyes their tailes dispredden 
wide. 


Taught to obay their bcsliall behcasts, 

With like conciitioiib to their kinds applyde ; 
Of which the first, that all the rest did guyde, 
Was sluggish Idlencssi' the nourse of sm , 
VjKin a slouthfull Asse he cliose to ryde, 
Arayd in habit blackc, and umis thm, 

Like to an holy Monck, the seruice to begin. 

And m his hand his Porte*sse sliH he bare, 
That iiiudi was wome, but therein htile red, 
For of deuotion he had little care, 

Still (Irownd m sleepe, iUid most of his dayes 
ded ; 

Scarse could he once vphold his hcauie he-d, 
To looken, whether it were night or day : 
May se*cmc the waync was very euill led, 
Wlien sucJi an one had guiding of the way, 

'I lut knew not, whether right he went, or else 
astray 
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From worldly lares liimselfe he did esloync, 
And greatly shunned manly exercise, 
hrom eucry worke he chalenged e'ssoyne, 
hor contemplation sake . yet otherwise, 

His life* he led m lawlesso nolise ; 

By which he grew to gneuous malady ; 

I'or in his histlesse limbs through euill guise 
A sh.iking feuer raignd cxailmually . 

Such one was Idiemsst, first of this coinfxuiy 
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And by his side rode loatlisomc Gluiiony, 
IMormed crc'uture, on a filthie swyne, 

His belly was vp-blowne* with luxury, 

And eke with falncssc swollen were his cync, 
And like a Crane his nccke was long and fyne, 
With which he swallowd vj) cxces.siue feast, 
Tor want whereof poorc fx-ople oft did pyne ; 
And all the way, most like a brutish bc'ast, 
He spued vphisgorge,that alldid himdcleust. 
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In greenc vine Icaues he was right filly clad , 
For other clothes he could not we*are‘ for heal. 
And on his head an yuic girland had, 

From vndcr winch fast tricklc'd downe the 
sweat : 

Still as he rode, he somewhat still did eat, 
And in his hand did beare a bouzing can, 

Of which he supt so oft, that on his seat 
Ills dronken corse he scarse vpholden can. 

In shape and life more like a monster, tbo a 
man. 
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Vnht he was for any worldly tldng, 

And eke vnhable once to slirre or go, 

Not meet to be of counsell to a king, 

Wliose mind in meat and dnnkc wasdrowned so, 
That from his friend he seldome knew his fo : 
Full of diseases was his carcas blew, 

/\ik 1 a dry dropsie through his flesh did flow 
Which by misfliet daily greater grew : 

Such one was 67M//{)«y,the second of that trew 


2 & 

His life was nigh vnto deaths doore yplast, 
And thred-bare cote, and cobled shoes he ware, 
Ne scarse good morsell all his life did tast, 
Hut both from backc and belly still did spare, 
To fill his bags, and richesse to compare ; 

Vet chykJe ne kinsman lining had he none 
To leaue (liem to , but thorough daily care 
lo get, and nightly fcare to lose his owne, 

He lecJ a wreti hed liic vnto him selfe vnknowne 
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And next to liim rode lustfull Ucher^\ 

V[)on a bearded Goat, whose rugged haire, 
And whally eyes (the signe of gelosy,) 

Was like the person selfe, whom he did bean* 
Who rough, and blacke, and filthy did apf)earc . 
Vnscemely man to please faire I^ies eve . 
Yet he of Ladies oft was loued deare, 

When fairer faces were bid standen by : 

0 who does know the bent of womens fantasy 

-5 

In a greene gowne he clothed was lull faire, 
Wfiidi vndemeath did hide his lilthinesy.*, 
And in his hand a burning liart he Ixire, 

Full of vaine follies, and new fanglenesse • 
For he was false, and fraught with fickicnesse. 
And learned had to loue with secret lookes, 
And well could daunce, and sing with rueful- 
nesse, 

And fortunes tell, and read in louing bixikcs. 
And thousand other wajes, to bait his fleshly 
liookc's 
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Iiuoiistanl man, tliat loued all he saw, 

And lusted after all, that he did loue, 

Ne would his looser life be tide to law. 

But loyd wtake womens hearts to tempt and 
proue 

If troin their loyall loues he might then inouc , 
Which lewdnesse fild him with reprodifull jxnnt 
Of tlut fowle euill, whicli all men reproue, 
ITiat rots the marrow, and consumt's the 
brainc . 

Sudi one was l^cherU, the third of all this 
traine 
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And greedy Auatke by him did ride, 

Vpon a Camell louden all with gold ; 

Two iron coffers hong on either side. 

With precious mettall full, as they might hold. 
And m his tap an heajie of come he told ; 

For of his wicked pelfe his God he made, 

And vnto hell him selfe for money sold ; 
Accursed vsurie was all his trade, 

\iid right and wrong ylike in equall hollaunue 
waide. 
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Most wrelchrti wight, whom nothing might 
suftise, 

Whose greedy lust did Uckc in greatest store, 
Wliosc need h.id end, but no end couetisc, 
Whose wealth was want, whose plenty raadi 
him ]x>rc, 

Who had enough, yet wislutl euer more , 

A vile disease, and eke in fot^te and hand 
A gricuous gout tormented him full sore, 
That well he could not touch, nor go, nor stand 
Nich one was Auar^cr, the lourtli of this faire 
band. 
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And next to him malicioa> Ltmu? rode, 

Vj)on a rauenous wolfe, and still did chaw 
Betweene bis cai>kred teeth u venernous tode, 
Tliat all the poison ran about his cliaw , 

But inwardly he chawed his owne maw 
At neighbours wealth, that made him cucr sad . 
For death it was, wlien any good he saw. 
And wept, tliat cause of weeping none he liad. 
But when he heard of liarme, he wexc*d won- 
drous glad 

y 

All in a kirllc of discolourd sa) 
lie clothed was, ypainted full ot eyes , 

And in his bosome secretly there lay 
An hatefull Snake, the which his taile vptyes 
In many folds, and inorlall sting implyes. 

Still as he rode, he gnasht lus teeth, to sec 
Those hcapes of gold with griple Couetyse, 
And grudged at the great (elicit le 
Of proud Liuijrrii, irui nis owne funi[unie. 

He hated ail good workes and voriuous deeds. 
And him no lesse, that any like did vse, 

And who with gracious bread the hungry feeds, 
flis almes for want of faith he doth accuse. 
So euery gocxl to bod he doth abuse . 

And eke the verse of famous Poets witt 
He docs backebite, and spightfull poison spues 
From leprous moutli on all, that euer writt : 
Sudi one vile Rnute was, that fifte in row did 
sitt 
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And him beside rides fierce reuenging Wrath, 
Vpoo a Lion, loth for to be led , 

And m liis hand a burning brond he hath, 
The which he brandisheth about his bed , 

His eyes did hurlc forth sparUes fiery red, 
And stared sterne on all, that him beheld. 

As ashes pale of hew and seeming ded , 

And on his dagger still his hand he held, 
Trembling through hasty r.igc, wlun choler in 
him sweld 

His ruffin raiment all was siaind with blood, 
Which he had spilt, and all to rags yrent. 
Through vnaduizcd rashnesse woxen woikI , 
For of his hands he had no gouernement. 

Ne car’d for bloud in his auengement 
But when the furious ht was ouerpast. 

His cruell facts he often would repent , 

Yet wilfull man he ncucr would lorccast, 

How many mischieues should ensue his heetl- 
lesse hast 

LS 

bull many mischiefcs follow crucll Wrath . 
Abiiorred bloodshed, and tuinultuous strife 
Vnmanly murder, and vnthrifty s( 5 ith, 

Bitter despight, with rancours rusty knifi , 
And fretting griefe the enemy of life , 

All these, and many euils moe haunt ire, 

TTie swelling Splene, and Frenzy raging rife, 
The shaking Palsey, and Saint Frauners firt . 
Surli one wa*- Wuilh, tlit last of this vpgfvll,' 
tire I 

And after all, vpon the wagon beame 
Kode Salhan, with a smarting whip in hand, 
With which he forward la.sht the laesie temc, j 
So oft as Slowth still in the mire did stand I 
Huge routs of people did atout them band, i 
Showling for loy, and still bedore th( ir w i\ j 
A foggy mist had couered all the laml , i 
And vnderneath their feet, all scattered Li> ' 
Dead sculs and bones of men, whose hh had I 
gone astray. ! 

^7 I 

So forth they rnarch<n in tins p(kkI!\ s<»ri, ! 

To lake the solace of the ofx.-n aire, 

And m fresh flowring fields themselues to sj^ii t , 
Emongst the rest rode that false Lady fain , 
Tlic fowle Diussa, next vnlo the chairc 
Of proud Luetjera, as one of tlie traine . 

But ihatgoodknigl^l would not so nigh refiaire, 
H^m sclie estraunging from their loyauna 
vame, 

Vybosc fellowship seemd far vnfit for warbke 
swaine 


So hailing solaced themselues a space 
With pleasaunc'e of the breathing fields yfc<l, 
They backe returned to tlie Princely Place ; 
Whereas an errant knight in armes vcled. 
And hcatiinisli shield, wherein with letters red 
Was writ Sans toy, they new arriued find ; 
Enflam’d with fury and fiers hardy-hed, 

He seemd in hart to liarbour thoughts vnknid, 
And nourish bloudy vengc*aunce in his bittir 
.nu.d. 

Who when the shamed shield of slame joy 
He spide wit h that same Fac ry champions |vige, 
Bewraying him, that did of late dc'stroy 
His eldest brother, burning all with ragt 
He to him leapt, and that same enuious gage 
Of victors glory from him snatcht away . 

But th’Ellin knight, which ought tliat warlike 


I '-vage, 

; Disdaiiid to loose the meed he wonne in fray, 
, Ariel him rcncountring fierce, rcskewd tlie noble 
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Therewith they gan to hurtlen greedily, 
Keeloubteel Uitlaile rc*ad) to darrayne, 

And e kisli the ir shields, and shake I heir sworels 
on hy, [traiiK , 

Tliat with iheir sturre they troubled all the 
Till th<it great Quccnc vpon eternall painc 
Of high (iisple.Lsure, that ensewen might, 
(ominaimded them their fury to reframe. 

And if that cillier to that slueld had right, 

In erjuall li'-ts they should the morrow next it 

' 4. 

.M 1 dc'arest Dame , (quoth t hen the Pa v n i m I x ild ,) 
Pardon the errour of enraged wight, 
VVhnmgreatgriefemade forget the rairies to hold 
Of re.isons rule, to see this recreant knight, 
No knight, but ireachour full of false despight 
And shamefull treason, who through guile 
hath slayn 

The prowest knight, that euer held did fight, 
Lueii stout Sans Joy (0 who can then refrayn 0 
Whose shield he bwres renuerst, the more to 
heape disdayn. 

42 

And to augment the glorie of his guile, 

His dearest loue the faire Fidessa loe 
Is the re possessed of the traytour vile, > 

Who reapes the haruest sowen by his foe, 
Sowen in bloudy field, and bought with woe 
That brothers hand shall dearely well requight 
So be, 0 Queene, you equall fauour showe. 
Him litle answerd th’angry Elfin knight: 

He ncuer meant with words, but swords to 
plead his right. 
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But threw his gauntlet as a sacred pledge, 

His cause m combat the next day to try ; 

So been they parted both, with harts on edge, 
To be aueng’d each on his cnimy 
That night they pas in loy and lollity, 
Feasting and courting both in bowre and liall , 
For Steward was excessiue GltUtome, 

That of his plenty poured forth to all ; 

Which doen, the Chamberlain Shulh did to rest 
them call. 
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Now whenas darkesoine niglit liad all displayd 
Her colcblacke curtcin ouer brightest skye, 
'Fhe warlike youthes on dayntie couches layd, 
Didchace awayswtet sleepc from sluggish e\< , 
To muse on mcant'S of hoped victory 
But whenas Morpheus had with Icadin m.ut 
Arrested all that court Iv tempanv, 

Vp-rosc Duessa from her r^^flng plate. 

And to the Paynims knlging comes with <-ilcrit 

I^ace 

4^; 

Whom broad awake she finds, in troublous lit, 
Foreaisting, how his foe he might aiino\, 
And him amoues with speachts sotming f.t 
Ah deare Sans un', next (l(art^t to .Vdwj Joy, 
C-ause of my new grieie, cause of mv new jo\ 
loyous, to see his yrnage in mine eye, 
\ndgreeu’d,tothinkchow feK* did him destroy , 
That was the flowre of grace and dieualrye , 
IvO his Fidessa to thy secret faitii I flye 
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With gentle wordrs lie- can lur fairdy greet. 
And Kad say on the seert t of lier hart 
Then siglimg soft, I leariie that litle swett 
(hf tcmjired IS (quoth slie)wnhmuchcllsrn irt- 
I’or since my brest w,is launcht with h'uch 
dart 

Ol dearc Sansfoy, 1 iieuer lovid howre. 

But in elernall woes mv weaker hart 
llaue wasted, louing him with all my pc.wit 
And for his sake hauc hit full mun an he.uiu 
stowTe 


At last when perils all 1 weened |>ist, 

And liopM to rcajie the crop of all my care, 
Into new woes vnwccting 1 was cast, 

By this false fay tor, who vn worthy ware 
11 IS worthy shield, whom he with guilefull snare 
Fntrapfx'd slew,and brought to shamef ull graut 
Me silly maul away with him he liarc. 

And euer since hath kept in darksome cane, 
her that 1 would not yeeld, that to Sam-Joy 
Ipue. 

But since fame Suruic liath sjxirst that lowrn g 
clowd, 

And to my loathed life now shewes some light, 
Vndcr your bcames 1 will me safely shrowd, 
Fiom dreaded storme of his disdainfull spight 
To you th’inherjlancc belongs by right 
Of brothers prayse, to you eke longs his louc 
lat not his Inne, let not his rcstlessc s[)right 
Be vnreueng'd, that tidies to you alx)ue 
From wandring My^ian shores, where it doth 
endksse moiit 
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'Jluictosaid he’,Faire Danif h)e nought dismaid 
l or sorrovas jxisl , their gricfe is with them 
Ne yet of present jxrill lx alTraid , [gone 
her mcdlessc hare did ncucr vanl.tge none, 
And helplcsse hap it Ixiotcth not to inone 
Dead is Sans Joy ^ his vital! pames arc past, 
'Hiough greened ghost for vengeance deept do 
gronc : 

He hues, that shall him j)ay his tlewties Km. 
And guiltic Elfin blond shall sa( rifiec in hast 

5^ 

() but 1 fearc the fickle friakts (quoth shex*) 
Of hirtune false, and oddes of armes in field 
Whv dame (quoth he) what exidts can cucr ke 
Where both do fight alike, to win or yield / 
Yea but (quoth shc)hebearcs a C-harmedsluel<i 
And eke enchauntexl annes, that none can pera 
Ne none am wound the man, that does them 
wield. 

Oharmd or enchaunted (answord he then ftreO 
J nn^^lllt rtt k. in xtni tin Iiki nctdtonhiici 


ti 

But fairc htdessa, stiluns fortunes guile. 

Or enimies powrc hath now captiued von. 

Ktturne from wlxnce \e came, and resi .1 while 
Till m« now mxt, that I the Fife subtltw, 

And with San^Joves dead dowrv you endew. 

Ay me. that is a double de.ith (sht* s.nd) 

With jiroud fot's sight my sorrow to renew : 

Where cucr yet 1 bo, my set rete .aid 
''liall follow von .'x) passing forth she him tl\iid. 
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The fattlifuU knight in equdl field 
subdcim hts fatlhUsse foe, 
li horn false Duessa saues, and for 
hts (lire to hell does gor, 

1 

The noble hart, th.it liarlx)ursvertuoii'»lhou(^'ht. 
And is. with child of ^^lorioih pr«il intent, 
Can neuer rest, vntill it forth hauc brought 
'lireternall brood of glorie excellent . 

Such rcMltssc passion did all night torment 
The tbming corage of that Faery knight, 
Deuizing. how that doughtic turnainent 
With greatest honour he ate'hieuen might , 
Still did he wake, and still did watch for dawn- 
ing light. 

2 

At last the golden Orieiitall gate 
Of greatest heauen gan to open fairc. 

Ana Pheebus fresh, as bridt'grome to his male, 
Came dauncing forth, shaking his deuwic h ore 
And hurld his glistring bcarnesi through gloomv 
atre- [streight wa) 

Wtiich when the wakeful Life pciceiuM, 
fie started vp, and did him scife prcpaire, 

In sun-bright arrncs, and battailous array* 
For with that Pagan proud he comlxit will that 
day. 

And forth he comes into the exwninune hall, 
Where carely waite him many a gazing eye, 
Toweet what end tostraungerknightsmay fall. 
Ihere many Mmstrales maken melody, 

To driuc away tfie dull melancholy, 

\nd many Bardcs, tliat to the trembling chord 
Can tune their timely voyccs cunningly, 

\nd many Chroniclers, that can record 
Old loucs, and warres for Ladies doen by manv 
a Ix>rd. 
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.•^ne after comes the cruell .Sara/in, 

In wouen made all armed wanly, 

And sternly lookes at him, who not a pm 
Does care for lookc of liuing creatures eye. 
They bring them wines of Greece and Araby, 
Aiki daintic spices fetcht from furthest Ynd, 
To kindle heat of corage priuily • 

And in the wine a solemnc oth they bynd ; 
T’obserue the sacred lawes of armes, that are 
isiynd. I 


At last forth comes that lar renowmed Queeme, 
With rovall fximp and Princely maiestic ; 

She IS ybrought yiito a paled greene, 

And placed voder stately canapee, 

The warlike feates of lx)th tliose knights to 
On th'otlier side in all mens o[)en vew 
Duessa placed is, and on a tree 

his slreld i, h.i: ,:d with blouiK U v 
|{<«lhtluM I In law r ell girloiid^'oihe \n,ior di w. 
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A shrilling lrom|)et sowiided from on h) e. 

And viiio battaill bad them selues addrc^se . 
riieir shining shieldc-s al)Oiit ihiir wrestes they 

An<llHirriing blades .ibout theirliftidsdoblesse, 

I he instruments of wrath and hcauincsse . 
With grcc'd) force each other doth assayle, 
And strike so fiercely, tliat the> do impresse 
Decix- dmted furrowes m the battred m.tyle , 
The yron walles to ward their blowes arc woike 
and fraile. 

The Sarazin was stout, and wondrous strong. 
And lieapcd blowes like yron hammers great 
For after blond and vengeance he did long 
The knight was h(T>, and full of youthly heat 
And donl)l(’<l strokes, like dreaderl thunder^ 
thn*:!! 

For all tor pravse and honour he did tight 
Both stricken strike, and bc-aten both do beat, 
That from their shields forth flyeth tine light. 
Anil lielmcts hewen deepe, shew marks of 
cithers might 
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' N) th’one for wrong, the other striues for right : 
As when a Gryfon scizc-d of his pray, 

A Dragon Tiers encounlrcth m his liight, 
Tlirough Widest ayre making liis ydle wa\ , 
'Idiat would Ins right full riiume rend away 
Wuh hideous horrour Ixilli together snuglit, 
i Andsoucc so sore, that they theheauern affrav 
The wise Southsayer seeing so sad sight, 
Th’amazed vulgar tels of warres and morfall 
tight 
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•So tITofie for wrong, the other striucs for right. 
And each to deadly shame would driue his Pk*. 
The cruell steele so greedily doth bight 
In tender flesh, that streames of bloud down 
[show, 

With which the armes, that carst so bright did 
Into a pure vcrmillion now are dyde : 

Great ruth in all the garers harts did grow, 
Seeing the gored wonndes to gape so wyde, 
That victory they dare not wish to either side. 
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At la^t the Faynim clmunst to cast tiis eye, 

Ills sucldcin eye, flaming with wrathlull lyre, 
Vpon his brothers shield, wluch hong thereby : 
Tlierewith redoubled was his raging yre, 

And said, Ah wretched sonne or wofull syre, 
Docst thou Sit wayling by black lake, 

Wlulc-stherethyshieldishangd for victors hyre, j 
And sluggish german doest thy forces slake, | 
To after -send his foe, that him may ouertake ^ 


Goe caytiue Elfe, him quickly otjcriake. 
Andsoonercdeemefromhislongwandrmgwoc, | 
Goe guillie ghost, to him rny message makt , i 
That I his shield haue quit from dying foe 1 
Tlierewith vpon his crest he stroke him so, | 
That twise he reeled, rcadie twise to fall , 

End of the doubt full batlcll deemed tho * 
The lookers on, and lowd to linn gnn call I 
The false Duessa, 'fhine the shir Id, and I, and i 
all. 

12 I 

Soone as the Faerie heard his Lidic .qxake, i 
Out of Ills swowmng dreamc he gaii awake, I 
Aiidquickiiing f-uth,lJut carsl Wiis woven wuike, | 
Hie creeping deaiJIy cold away did shake , 
TIiomoiTd with wrath, and 'iliame,and I-idio 
>ake, 

Of all altonce lie »“ist nij“i ,;d U> Ixe, 

And with K/exudl.-.g f • it him strake, 
Tlut forifd him to stoupc vfxin his knee , 

Had he not stouped so, he should haue <louen 
bee, 

U 

And to him said, Goe now pioud Miscreant, 
Tliy sdfe thy message doe to german dearc. 
Alone lie wandring thee too long doth want • 
Goe say, his foe thy shield with his doth beare 
Tlierewith his heauie hand he high gan rtiire, 
Him tohaueshune ; when locadarkesomeclowd 
Vpon him fell : he no where dotli appeare, 
But vanisht is. The Elfe him cats alowd. 

But answer none rcceiues the darknes him 
does shrowd. 

In haste Duessa from her pLuv art)se, 

And to him running said, 0 prowest knight, 
That cucr Ladie to her loue did diosc, 

Let now abate the terror of your might. 

And quench the flame of furious despight. 
And bloudic vengeance ; lo th’infeniall powres 
Coucring your foe with cloud of deadly night, 
Haue borne hi m hence to P/atotf rbalefull bowres 
Tile conquest yours, I yours, the shield, and 
glory yours. 


Not all so salisfide, wnli grccdie eye 
He sought all round about, his thirslie blade 
To bath in bloud of faithksse enemy ; 

Who all that while lay hid in sc^'iet shade : 

He standcs amazed, liow he ihcncc should fadi 
At last the trumpets Triumph sound on hit , 
And running Heralds humble homage made, 
(irtcling him goodly with new victorie, 

And to him brought the shiild, the cause of 
enniitie. 

lb 

Wherewith he gocth to tliat stjucrainc Queenc, 
And falling her before on lowly knee, 

To her makes present of his seiuice scene . 
Which she accepts, with iliankcs, and goodlv 
gree, 

Greatly aduauniing his gay chcualree. 
Somarchelh home, and bv her lakes the kniglii , 
W'hom all the people follow with great glee. 
Shouting, and clapping all thci r hands on liighi , 
That all the aire it fils and n\cs to heaiien 
briSlht. 

Home IS he brought, and laid in sumptuous bed 
Where m.my skilfull leaches lum abide, 

To sdlue his hurts, that yet still freshly bled 
In wine and oyle ibev wash his woundes wide. 
And softly can embalme on euery side. 

And all the while, most heauenly melody 
About the bed sweet musicke did diuide. 

Him to beguile of grufe and agony : 
j And all the while Durssa wept full bitterly 

I i8 

As when a wcaric tiaiieller tliat strayes 
By muddy shore of broad seuen -mouthed N ilr, 
Vnwecting of the perillous wandring wayes, 
Doth meet a cruell craflic Crocodile, 

Which in false griefe hy ding hisharmefull guile, 

I Doihwcepefullsore,andshddelhtenderteares. 
The foolish man, that piilics all this while 
His mournefull plight, is swallowd vp vnwares, 
ForgetfuU of his ownc, that mindcs another* 

U, 

bo wept Ditfssa vntill euenlide, 

That shvmng Umpes in l»ues high house were 
light: 

Then forth she rose, ne lenger would abide, 
But comes vnto the place, where th’Hethen 
krught 

In slombnngswownd nigli voyd of vitall spright, 
Ijiy couer’d with indiaunt^ cloud all day : 
Whom when she found, as she him left in plight, 
To waylc his woefull case she would not stay. 
But to the easterne coast of heauen aiakM 
speedy way. 
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Where with visage deadly sad, 

That Phixbus chearefull face durst neuer vew, 
And in a foule blacke pitchie mantle clad, 
She hndes forth comming from her darkesomc 
mew, 

Where she all day did hide her hated hew 
Before the dore her yron charct stood, 
Alreadie harnessed fur louriiey new- , 

And colebiarke stwks \ borne of hellish brood. 
That on their rustle bits did *.hamp, as they 
were wood 

21 

Wlio when she saw Duessa sunny bright, 
Adornd with gold and lewels shining rleare, 
She greatly grew amazed at the sight. 

And th’vnacquainted light began to feare 
Por neuer did such brightnesse there appeart, 
And would haue backe rttyred to her cauc, 
Vntill the wittlies speech she gan to heare, 
Saying, Yet 0 thou dreaded iHune, I rraue 
Abide, till I haue told the message, whidi I 
haue. 

22 

She stayd, and foorth Duessa gan proceede, 

0 thou most auncient Grandmother of all, 
More old llien loiu, whom thou at first didst 
breedc, 

Or that great house of GckIs oeiestiall, 

Winch wast Ixgol in Dintw^orc^ons hall. 

And sawst the secrets of liie world vnmade. 
Why suffrtdst thou thy Nephewis drare to fall 
With Elfin sword, most shamefullv bclradt •' 
Lo where the stout Sau\io\ <l()th sletu m 
deadly shade 

And him before, 1 saw with hitter eves 
Thcbold5fl«.y/ovshrinkev7xlcrn(“athlussfKaTe, 
And now the pray of fowles in field he l\t^. 
Nor wayldof friends.nor laid on groninglx^rt, 
That whylome was to me too dearclv dcarc 
0 what of Gods then boots it to he borne. 

If old Aveu^Us sonnt>s so euill heare '' 

Or who shall not grc'at children srornt , 

When two of three her Nephews arc so fuwlc 
forlome 

V p tlien, vp dreary Dame, of darkncKse Qutenc, 
(io gather vp the reliques of thy rare. 

Or else goe them .lucnge, and let ire seme, 
'fhaldrcadod Nt^/i/in brightest day hath place. 
And can the children of faire light deface. 
Jder feeling speeches some compassion moued 
In hart , and diaunge in t hat great mothers face : 
Yet pittie in her hart was neuer proued 
Till tht n f(ir ( u( rinc rc ‘•he hated, neuer loufd 


And said, Deare daughter nghtly may 1 rew 
The fall of famous children borne of ime, 
And good successes, which their foes ensew : 
But who can lurnc the streame of destinee, 
Or breake the cliayne of strong necessilee. 
Which fast IS tyde to louts eternall seat { 
The sonnes of Day he fauourcth, I see, 

And by my rumes thinkes to make them great 
To make one great by otliers losse, is bod ex- 
clieat 
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Yet shall they not escape so freely all , 

For some sliall pay the price of others guilt 
And he the miin that made Sansjoy lo fall, 
Siiall wiUi his owne bloud price that he hat h spi It 
But wliat art thou, that telst of Nephews kilt 

I that do scenie not 1, Dutssa am, 

(Quoth she) how cuer now in garments gilt, 
And gorgeous gold arayd I lo thee canu , 

Dutsia I, tile daughter of IX'Ctij)l and .Slwune 

27 

'riicn iKiwing downe her aged backc, six kist 
The wicked witch, saying ; In that faire face 
'Fhe false rcseniblance of Dcreipt, I wist 
Did closely liirke , >ct so tnic-sccnrung grace 
It carric'd, that I sr.irsc in darkesomc [ l.icc 
f'ould It disfcriK , though I the mother l_)et 
Of falshocid, .and rcKit of race 

0 vedcome child, whom I haue longcl to see, 
\nd now haue scene \nwaiies now I go 
with tiitc 

28 

Tli«’i to her vron wagon sin. bctak«*‘', 

And with her bcarcs l he fow le welfauourd witc h 
Through mirkesome aire her readic way she 
makes. 

HortwyfoldTerne, of which twoblackeas pile h 
Aral two were browne, yet each to ra< li vnin h 
iJid softly swim away, nc cutr Rlam|K , 
Vnlessc she diaunst their stubbome nioutli' 
to twitch , 

Tlien foming tarre, their bridle's the) would 
( hamfie. 

And trampling ihe fine dement, would tieudy 
rarn[x‘ 

29 

So well they sped, that they be come at length 
Vnto tlie place, whereas the Paynim Uy, 
Deuoid of outward sense, and natiue strength, 
(ouerd with charmed cloud from vew of ijay, 
And sight of men, since his late luckelesse liay 

I I IS cruell wounds with cruddy bloud congealed , 
Tliey binden vp so wisely, as they may, 

And handle softly, till they can ix* healetl r 

So lay him in her rhaiet , c lose in night rejnc^aled 
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And all the while &he stood vpon the ground, 
Tile wakeiull dogs did neucr ctsise to hav, 

As gluing warning of th’vnwonted sound, 

With which her yron wheeles did them affray, 
And herdarkegriesly looke them much dismay ; 

I he messenger of death, the ghastly Owle 
With drearie shriekes did also her bewray , 
And hungry Wolues toniinually did howle, 

At her abhorred face, so filthy and so fowk. 

31 

I'hc nce turning batke in sikiKi soft they stok, 
And brought the heauie corse with easK pact 
To yawning gulfe of dc-eix* Aurrnus hole 
Tfy that same hole an entrance darke and bac( 
With smoake andsulj linrcl 'ht g all theplarc, 
Ik'idids to }i<ll tlidiir* :i ntucr jast, 
That backc returned without licuucnly graie , 
Itut drctidfull FufuSy winch tin ir < haims hau» 
brast, 

And damned spnghts sent forth to make ill 
mt n agliast 

32 , 

Hy that same way the direfull dames doc drine 
Their mourneful) (harct, fild with rusty Mood. | 
And downe to Pluioes house arc come hiliuc 
Which parsing through, on cuery side tlicm 
stood 

The trembling ghosts with sad amazed mood, 

( fiattring ihcir yron terth, and staring wide 
With stonie eyes ; and all the hdhsh brood 
Of feends infornall floekt on cuery ‘^ide, 

'lo gri7C on cartlily wight, that with the Night 
durst ride 

33 

They pas the bitter waucs of A(hctov, 

WTiere many soules sit wailing woefnlK , 

And come to fiery floexi of Phle^flon, 

Whereas the ciamned ghosts in torrmnls fry, 
And with fiharjie shrilling shrlel^t^ doe boot- 
Icssc rrv, 

( ursmghlgh 7oire,thew}ii<h them thither sent 
ITie house of cndlesse {laine js built tlureby, 
In winch ten thousand sorts of punishment 
The cuiscd creatures doc eternally torment 

M 

Before the threshold drcadfull Crrberus 
flis three deformed heads did lay along, 

( urled with thousand adders \ cneinetiis. 

And lilkd forth his bloudie flaming tong : 

At them he gan to reare his bristles strong. 
And felly gnarre, vnlill dayes enemy 
1 )id hun appease ; then downe his taile he hong 
And suffer^ them to passen quietly ; | 

For &he m hell and heauen had power equally. 


There was Ixton turned on a whcelc, 
hor daring tempt the (^eene of heauen to sin , 
And Sisyphus an huge round stone did re< k 
Against an hill, ne might from lalxjur Im , 
There ihirstie Tanlalus hong by the chin ; 
And Tityus fed a vulture on his maw , 
Typhams loynls were stretijied on a gm, 
Theseus condemned to endicsse slouth by law, 
And fifty sisters water in leakc vessels diaw 

I They all Uliolding worldly wights in pkai, 
Lcaueofilheirworke,\ninin(Uullufthcir''inai1, 
Te gaze on tfiem , who forth by them dc\ [bui 
T ill they be come vnto the furthest pait 
Where was a C^ue yw rought by woi'drcus art 
I)eepe, darke, \ntasic, dolcfnll, comfoillfssc, 
In which sad Asrulaptus I trre a jrart 
j r.mprisond was in chaints n mtciilesse, 

I Tor that llippohlus rciit corse he did redresM 

V 

Ihppolytus a lolly liunismari wa^', 

Tliat wont in chard thace the foming Bore ; 
He all his Pcerts m bcauiie oid surpxs, 

But Ladies loue as losse of time forbore :« 
His wanton stej-xlanie loued him the more. 
But w-hen she saw her offred sweets refused 
Fler loue she turnd to liatc, and him before 
His father fierce of treason fake accused, 

And with her gc-alous tcrme.s his oixin tales 
abused 

3S 

Wlio all in rage his Sea-god 'lyre besought, 
Some cursed vengeance on his sonne to east : 
From surging gulf two monsters straight were 
brought, 

Wilhdread whereof his ehasing stcedesaghasi, 
Both charct swift and huntsman oiicrcast. 
His goodly corps on ragged cliffs vrent. 

Was quite dismemlircd, and his members 
chast 

Scattered on enu r\ mountamc. .\s he went. 
That of Ihppohtus w.is left no inonimenl 

His cruell stepdame seeing wlut was donnr, 
Her wicked eia\e*s with wretched knife did end, 
In death auowing th’mnfKxnce of her soruce 
Which hearing his lasli b) re, began to rend 
Ills haire, anel hastie tongue, that did ofiemJ : 
Tho gathering vp the reheks of Ins smart 
By Dianes meanes, who was Htppolvls frend, 
Thera brought to JEsculapey that by liis art 
Did lieale them all againe,and lovnedeuery port 



THE I BOOKE OF THE 


Cant. V. 


a 


40 

Such woiHlrous sncnce in nuns Hit to raine 
When long auizd, that could the dead reuiue, 
And fates exjured could renew af»aine, 

Of endlessc life he might him not dcprme, 
But vnto hell did thrust him duwne aliue, 
With rUshing thunderbolt vwounded sore 
Where long remaining, he did alwaics striiu 
fiimsclfe with 'wilues to health tor to restore, 
And slake the heauenk fire, that raged euer- 
iiKire. 

41 

The re aiiiKient Night arriuing, did aliglii 
Krom her mgh wcarie wainc, and in her arnics 
To At\£ulapiiis brought the wounded knight 
Whom hauing softly desarayd of arrnr^, 

'Pho gan to him discouer all his harmi^s, 
lieseething him with praver, .ind with jiraiM 
fl either salues, or ov It's, or herb.-s, or ( h uim > 
A tordonne wight trom dore ot ilealh moti 
raise, 

He would at her request iirolong h r 'h}4i(Ws 
J aies 

42 

Ah l>ame (quoth he) thou temptest me in \aint . 
To dare the thing, which daily \et f revv. 
And the old cause of mv continued {uine 
With like attempt to like end to renew 
Is not enough, that thrust from luauen dew 
Here encllcsse [lenance for one I lult 1 [>a\ , 
But that redoubled crime with vengeanci new 
Tliou biddcst mo to eikc ■' Can Night detray 
'Idle wrath of fhundring Imir, thit rules Ixitli 
night and day •' 

4 ^ 

Not so (quoth she) but sith dial Ikaueiis king 
From hope of heauen kith thee exdiided 

.-jiiight, 

Why fearest thou, that cuLst not lio|>efor thing, 
And fearest not, that more thee !i rt'**^ n ■ 

Now in the powre of cuerla-!i: g Ni. I ! * 

Ctoc to then, 0 thou farre renowmtd sunne 
()f great Apollo, shfw thv famous might 
fn medicine, that else liath to thee vvonne 
Ck eat paines, and greater [iraise, Ixirh n»*uer to 
be dorine 

44 

Her words preuaild And I hen the ic irned leach 
His omning ham! gan to his wounds to lay. 
And all things else, the which his art did tear h* 
Which hauing scene, from thence arir>e awav 
Tfic mother of dread darknesse, and let stay 
4ufu^lfs some there in the iraches cure, 

And backe returning tooke her wonteri way, 
To ninne her timely race, whilst Phffbus pure 
(o we*»tcrne waues his wearie wagon did recure. 


llie false Ditessa Icauing noyous Night, 
Returnd to stately pallace of dame Pride ; 
Where when she came, she found the Faeiy 
knight 

Dej^iartcd thence, albe his woundes wide 
Not throughly heald, vnrcadie were to ride 
C'lood anise he liad to ha4)ten thena* away , 
hor on a day his wary Dwarfe lud spuie, 
Where in a dongcon deepe luige numbers lav 
Of cavtiiie wreti-ficd thrais, that wayled night 
and day 

4O 

\ rnefull sight, as could Iv scuic with eie , 

Of whom he learneil had m secret wise 
The luddiii aiuse of their cupliuilie. 

How mortgaging their hues to Couclnf, 
Through waslftill Pride, and wanton Riotbc, 
Till)’ were by Liw of that [irotid Tyranncise 
Prouokt with BV(;//i,aii(l P nines f ilscsuririiM , 
(’oudtmncd to that Doug*-©!! irurnlcsse, 
\Mierc they should hue iii w(h', and die iii 
wrclchedncssi 
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Tlurc was tkit great proud king of Ribylon, 
That would lomptll all nations to adore, 

And him as onely Oixl to call V|x>n, 

Till through ivlestiall doorne thrownc out ok 
dore, 

Into an Oxe he w.is transform’d of yore 
There also was king Crersus, that enluuiLst 
Ilishe'arttoohighthroughhisgrcatrulussiori ; 
And proud ArUtofhus, tlie which aiiiiaunsl 
His cursed kind gainst Clod, and on lies altars 
(launst 
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\nd them long time Ik lore, great Nimrod was, 
'1 hat first klie world wit hsw ordiuKl firewarmyd. 
Ami after him old Nmus farre did pas 
In princely }X)m|)e, of all the world obayd ; 
There also was that might le Monarch lavd 
laiw' \7ider all, yet akiuc all m pride, 

That name of niitiuc syre did fowle vplirayd, 
And wcHild as Amtwns scjiine l)C magnihdc. 
Till scornd of (iod and in.in a sharnefull death 
he dide 
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All these together in one lieape were throwiie, 
Like carkases of beasts in butchers stall 
And in another corner wide were strowne 
The antique mines of the Romattus fall : 
("ireat Romulus the Grandsyre of them all. 
Proud Tarquin, and too lordly Lenlulus, 
Stout Setpto, and sliibbomc flanntball, 
Ambitious Sylla, and sterne Manus, 

High Ceesar, great Pompey, and hcrce Attkmius 
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Amongst these riughly men were weincn inixt, 
Proud wcmen, vainc, forgelfull of their y'oke. 
ITie bold Snntrantn, wh^ sides transhxt 
With sonnes owne blade, her fowlc rcprodies 
spoke ; 

Faire SOunoboea, that her selfe did choke 
With wilfull cord, for wanting of her will ; 
High minded CUopalra, that with stroke 
Of Asjxs sting her selfe did stoutly kill 1 

And thousands inoc the like, that did that , 
dongeon iill 1 

5« I 

Pcbides the endksse routs of wrctdied ihrallcs. 
VVluch thither vscre ^Lsseinbled day by day, I 

From all the world after their wofull falles, ! 
Hirough wicked | )ndc,and w ast ed weal tl les dera\ 1 
Put most of all, whuh in that Dongeon lay j 
FcllfromhigI) Princes courts, or I^<lieslx»wres, \ 
Where they in idle jKiiniK.', or wanton pliy, 1 
Omsuincd had their gcxxis, and thriftless^ ' 
howres, 

And lastly tlirowne thenischk'^ ini(tthes( heau'. . 
stowros. 

Wliofie case whni as t ! le ra re f u 1 1 Dw a rf e I lad i ( )u id ] 
.And made (.nsamplc of their inoiiriK full sight ! 
Vnto his maister, he no lengcr would 
'llicre dwell in jkrill of like i»ainefull plight, 
Put early robe, and ere tliat <lawning light 
Dibcoucred had the world to hrauen wyde, 

He by a prime Postornc tooke Ins tliglil, 

'Fliat of no tnnious ryes Ik inoti lx sp\de 
Per doubtlcsse death ensevsd, if any him de- 
scryde I 
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S:arse could he hHiling lind in that fowlc wav. 
For many torses, like a great I^y-stall 
murdred men wlurli tlitrcin stroweo lav, 
Without remorse, or decent funemll 
Wbidi all through that great Prln(c^.se pride 
did faU 

And came to shamcfull end And them beside 
Fortli rydmg vndiriKath tht castdi wall, 

A doiighill of drad mrk.iscs he sjiidc, 

'Die dreadhill spectacle of that sad house of 
Pndt, 
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hrom lau'Usse lui,l by wondrous ^rau 
jayre Vnats relcusl : 

Whom saUage nation docs adore ^ 
and IcarfiLs her wise btheast. 
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As wlitn a shij), tlut IIvls faire vndcr saik, 
An hidden roekt cstajk*! hath vnwarev. 
That lay in waite her wratk for to Ixwailf 
'Ihe Marrintr yet lialfe amazed stares 
At {XTill past, and yet in doubt ne dares 
'I'o ioy at Ills fook-happie ouersight : 

So doubly is distnst twist loy and care^ 

'1 he dreadlesse courage of this Film knight, 
llauing e^t'apt so sad eiisainples in his sight 


^\t s.id he was that his too hastic spctd 
'Jhe lairc Ducss' had lorsi him Icaue behind , 
And yet more sad, tliat Vm his de-are dreed 
Her truth had stamd with treason so vnkind , 
Akt crime 111 lur tould neuer creature find, 
Ikit fur his louc, and fur her owne selfe sake, 
She wandred had from one to other Yttd, 
Him for to sccke, ne eucr would forsake. 

Till her V nwaresihe hero? ^anslo\’ did oucrlakc 


\Mk) after Archtnngoc'. lowle defent, 

Led her aw.i\ into a forrest wildc, 

And turning wrathfull fire to luslfull heat, 
With IxMstlv sin thought her to haue delikk, 
And made the \ assail of his pleasures vilde 
A el first he rust by treatie, and by traynos, 

1 ler to |x rswade, that stubbome lort to yildt . 
For gre*ater eonquest of hard loue he gaynes, 
Tlut workes it to his will, then he that it con- 
st runes 

4 

With fawning wotde’s he courted her a while, 
And looking lonely, and oft sighing sore, 
Herconstant harldidtem])twiliidmcrseguile: 
But wordes, and lookes, and sighcs she did 
abhore, 

As rocke of Diamond ste*<lfast cuermore. 

Akt for to feed his fyne luslfull eye. 

He snatcht the vele, tlut liong her face before; 
Then gan her beautie shine, as brightest skye, 
And burnt his beastly hart t’efforoe her 
chasUtye. 
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So when he saw his tlatt'rini; arts to fayle, 

And subtile en;^ines Ixt trom batteitf, 

With greedy lorct* he gan the fort assiyle, 
Whereof he uoend |;xJsse^sed soone to Ux', 

And win rich spoile of ransatkt chastitee. 

Ah iieanens, that (io this hi«itx)iri act behold, 
And heauenly virgin thus outraged see. 

How can ye vengeance lust so long withhold, 
Vnd hurle not llashmg llatnes v{X)n that Pay* 
nim bold ^ 

() 

I he pittcous nuiden cnrcfiill comfortU*sse, 

Docs throw out thrilling shriekcs, and sliriLk- 
ing cr\es, 

The l.Lst vaine helpe of womens gicat dc^tresse. 
And with loud plaints iin^x^rtuncth tlu skyes, 
That molten starres do drop like W( t ping eyes; 
And Phoebus living so most shame lull sight, | 
Ills blushing f ICC in foggy cloud irnplyes. 

AikI hidc^ tor shame Wti it w 1 1 of rnortall wighl 
Can now deiiise to quit a thrall horn such a 
plight ^ 

7 

Etemall prouidenre exceeding tliought, I 
Wherenone apix'arcscan make her selfe a way | 
A wondrous way it fur this Lady wrought, j 
From Lyons cUwes to pluck the gri|)e<l pray 
Her shrill oulcryes and shricU's so loud did 1 
bray, 

That all the woodes and forc'stes did resownd , 
A troupe of haums and Satvres lar away 
Within the wcxhI were dauru mg in a rownd. 
Whiles old Syluanus slept in sh idvatlx'r sownd 

8 

Who when they heard tlut pitteous strained v oire 
In hast forsooke their rurall mcrunent. 

And ran towards the far relKjwnded noyce, 

To WL'Ct, what wight so loudly did laintnt 
Vnto the place they come mcontinciil . 

Whom when the raging Sara/in cspide, 

A rude, misshaixn. monstrous rabhmeni. 
Whose like he mijf r saw. he durst not bide, 
but got his ready steed, and Ust away gan rule 

0 

The wyld woodgods arriued m the plaaq 
There find the virgin dokfiill desolate, 

With ruffled rav merits, and fairc blubbrc-d fare, 
As her outrageous Uh had left her late. 

And t rcmblmgyc 1 1 li rough fc*arcof former hate , 
All stand amazed at so vneouth sight, 

And gm to pittic her vnhappie state, 

All stand astonicd at her beautic bright, 

In their rude eyes viiworthie of so wofuil plight. 


10 

She more amaz’d, in double dread doth dwell ; 
And euery tender part for feare does shake : 
At when a greedic Wolfe tluough hunger fell 
A seely Lambe farre from the flockc does take, 
Ot whom he meanes his bloudie feast to make, 
A Lyon spyes fast running towards lam. 

The iniioaMt pray in hast he does forsake. 
Which quit from dcatli yet quakes in euerv lim 
With ( luungc of fearc, to see the Lyon looke so 
grim 

11 

Siidi fc-arcfiiil fit assaid her trembling hart, 

Ne word to sjxake, no uiynt to inoue she had : 
The saluage nation fecle lier secret smart, 
And read her sorrow in her count'nancc sad ; 
'I'heir frowning forheads with rough Iwriies 
ydad, 

And rusticke Iwrror all a side doc lay, 

And gently grenniiig, shew a setnblana* gUd 
'lo conilorl her, and tcare to put away. 

Tilt ir backward bent knees teiidi fier humbly to 
obay. 

12 

The doubt full Damzcll dare not yet wmmit 
Her single [xirson to tluir barbirous truUi, 
But still twixt hare and hoi)e aniazcl does sit, 
bite learnci what harrne tohaslie trust ensu'lh, 
'I hey in comixission ot her tender youth, 

And wonder of her Ixaulie soueraine, 

Are wonne with pitty and vnwonted rulli, 
And all proslnite vj>on liie lowly jilainc, 

1)0 kiv.c her fectc, .uid fawne on her willi 
(ount’nanec fame 

'Hieir harts she ghessi th bv tlicir hiirnhlc guise, 
And yicldc's her to cxlrcmitie ol tune , 

S> from tlic ground she fearc lessc dolli arl^a■, 
And waiUth forth without sus|x\.l of irime 
'I’hcy .ill as glad, as birdcs of loyous Prune, 
riiciH c lead her forth, alxnit hi rdaunciiig round, 
Shouting, and singing all a she|)licaids ryim, 
And with greeiie braunches slrowing all the 
ground, 

fX) worship her, as Quixne, with ohuc girlond 
rround 

H 

And all the way their merry pipes they sound, 
That all the wixxls with doubled Krrho ring, 
Amlwithlheir horncxl fei tdowcxirc thegrcHUKl, 
I>raping like wantcMi kids in pleicsanl Spnng 
So towards old Syluanus they her bring ; 
WTu with the noysc awaked, romineth out. 
To wcet tlic cause, his weake steps gouerning. 
And aged limbs on Cyfircsse stanle stout, 

And with an yuic twyne his wast is girt about 
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Far ofll he wonders, what them makes so gUd, 
Or Bacchus merry fruit they did inueiit, 
OrCybeUslTdiilicke rites hauctnade them mad ; 
They drawing mi^h, vnto their God present 
That flowre of failli and beautie exadlent. 
The God himstlfe vewinp; Uiat nurrhour rare, 
Stood bn" arna/d, and burnt in his intent : 
Kisowne isi^cDryope now lie ihinkes notfaire, 
And Pholoc fowlc, when her to tins he doth 
coni|j,iiK'. 

16 

The wood borne people fall Ix'lore her lUt, 

And worship her as Ooddessc' of the wood , 
And old Syluanus sclfe Ixtlunkcs not, what 
To tlimke of wiehl so faire, but ga^inj,' stood, 
Indoubt todcemehcrborncofrarthlv brood , 
Sometimes r>ame he St'cmes tosce, 

Jiut Venus neuer had so Mjbtr iikhkI ; 
Sometimes i)iana he her lakes to Ixe, 

But misselh bow, and shattes, and buskins to 
her knee. 

17 

By VLW of her he t;innclh to reuiue 
Ills .MU lent lone, and dearest C vpurtsse, 

And c.illes to mind Ins [wurlrailure aline, 
How laire he w'.is, and yet not faire to this, 
And how he slew with (ijlaunciM^ dart ainisse 
A gentle Ilynd, the which the louely bov 
Dili lone as life, aboue all worldly blisse' ; 

For ^:rtefe whereof the lad n’ould after io>, 
But pynd aw-ay in anguish and sclfe-wild annoy 

18 

The wooddy Nvmphe^, faire Uamulryades 
Her to behold do ihilhcr runne apace, 

And all the trouix of In^ht-foot Naiades, 
Flockc all about to sec her lonely face : 

Bill when they vewed haue lu r lu-auenlygrace, 
They emiie her in llicir inahtious mind, 

Anti (ly away for (rare of fowle disniaex* : 
liut all the Salyres scorne their wck-mIv kind. 
And henceforth nothing faire, but her on earth 
they find 

10 

(dad of such lucke, the luckcksse lucky maid, 
Did her content to plo.iso tlieir feeble eve^s. 
And long time with that saluage j)eo[)le staid, 
To gather breath in many miseries 
During which time her gentle wit she plvcs. 
To ti*ach them truth, which worshipt her in 
vaine, 

And made her th’Image of Idolatryes ; 

But when their bootlcsse zeale shcdidrestraine 
From her own worship, they her Asse would 
worship fayn 


20 

It fortuned a noble wailike knight 
By lust occasion to lliat lorrtsl came, 

To setke his kindred, and the ligiLige right, 
hrom whence he tooke his well de^eriieiJ name 
He lud m armes abro,id wonne muchell lame, 
And hid Dr landes with gloric of his might, 
Flame, faithful!, true, .lod cnimy of shame, 
And cuer loifd to hght lor Ladies nght, 

But in value glorious fravts he litle did delight. 

21 

A Sit\res sonne yburne in ^orrc^t wyld, 

By sttaunge adutntinc as it did klyde, 

And there begotten of a Lady mykl, 

Faire Thyamts the daughter of Labryde, 

That was in sacred bands of wedloeke tj'de 
To Therion, a lo<tee vnruly swaync ; 

Who lud more lo) to raunge the forrest wyde. 
And ehasc the saluage beast with busie [uyne. 
Then sc rue his Ladies loue, and wast in 
pk'asures vav nc 

22 

The forlorne ma\ d did williloues longing bume, 
And could not laike her loi'crs coin|wny, 

But to the wood she gixs, to seme her turne, 
And scekehe rsjX)ijsc, t hat from her St ill does fly, 
And followcs other game and venery : 

A balvre chaunst her wandring for to find, 
And kindling cob's of lust in brutish eye, 

The kn.ill links of wedloeke did vnbind, 

And made her fxrson thrall vnto his beastly 
kind 

So long in secret cabin there he held 
Her ('■aptiue to Ins sensuall desire, 

Till that with timelv fruit her belly sweld, 
And bon* a l)ov Milo tliat saluage sire ' 

Then home he ■.ullred her for to retire, 
Forransomc Icauicghim the Late borne childe, 
Whom nil to rviKT vcarcs he gan a'^pme. 
lie nourslesl v[) in life and ir.ini.irs wilde, 
hmongst wild beasts and w'oods, from lawes of 
men exildc 

24 

For all he taugiit the tender ymp, w'as but 
To banish cowardirc and bastard feare ; 

Ills trembling hand he would him force to put 
Vpon the L\on and the rugged Beare, 

And from the she liearcs teats her whelps to 
tearc ; 

And eke wyld roring Buis he would him make 
To tame, and ryde their Kickes not made to 
beare ; 

And the Robuckes in flight to ouertake, 

Tliat cucr)^ beast for feare of hundid fly and quake. 
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Thereby so fearelesse, and so fell he grew, 
That ius owne sire and maister of his guise 
Did often tremble at his horrid vew, 

And oft for dread of hurt would him aduise, 
'fhe angry beasts not rashly to despise, 
Nortoomuchtoprouoke; for he would learne 
The Lyon stoup to him in lowly wise, 

(A lesson hard) and make the Libbard storne 
1/eaue roaring, when in rage he for rcucnge did 
came. 

26 

And for to make his powrc approucd more, 
Wyld beasts in yron yokes he would comjKll , 
'The sjxiltcd Panther, and the tusked Jiore, 
The Pardale swift, and the Tigre cruell ; 

'Fhe Antelope, and Wolfe both tierce and fell , 
And them constraine in equall teme to drau 
Such loy he had, their stublmrne harts to quell, 
And sturdic counige tame with dreadlull aw, 
That his bchcast they feared, iis a tyraiis law 

27 

His louing mother came v^Kin a day 
Vnto the woods, to sec her little sonne ; 

And chaunst viiwares to meet him m tlie wa> , 
After his sportes, and cruell pasliine donne, 
When after him a Lyoiicssc did runne. 

That roaring all with rage, did lowd requere 
Her children de<ire, whom he away had wonne: 
Tlic Lyon whelpt's slie saw liow he did beware, 
And lull in rugged armes, withoutcn childish 
feare. 

2ii 

TTie fearefull Dame all quaketl at the sight. 
And turning backc, gaii fast to lly away, 
Vntill with loue rcuokt from vainc alTright, 
She hardly yet perswadexl w.is to stay, 

And then to him the*sc womanish words gan 
sav; 

Ah Sa/yrartf, my dearling, and my ioy, 

For loue of me Icaue off tins drcadfull play , 
To dally thus with death, is no ht toy. 

Go find some other play-fellowes, mine own 
swe*ct boy- 

29 

In these and like delights of bloudy game 
He trayned was, till ryper yeares he raught, 
And there abode, whilst any beast of name 
Walkt in that forest, whom he had not taught 
Tofcarehis force: and then his courage haught 
Desird of forreinc foemen to be knowne, 

And far abroad for straungc aduentures sought : 
In which his might was neuer ouerthrowiie, 
But through all Faery lond hii famous wortli 
was blown. 


Yet euermore it was his manner faire, 

After long labours and aduentures spent, 
Vnto those natiue wooos for to repaire. 

To see liis sire and ofspnng auncicnt. 

And now he tliither came for like intent ; 
Where he vnwares the fairest Vna found, 
Straunge Lady, in so straunge liabiliment. 
Teaching the Satyres, which her sat around, 
Trew saatxl lore, which from her sweet lips did 
redound 

31 

He woridnij at her wisedoine hcaucnly rare, 
Whose like in womens wit he neuer knew , 
And when her curteous deeds he did com|)are, 
(ian her admire, and her sad sorrowes rew, 
lilainmg of Fortune, which such troubles 
threw, 

And 10yd to nuke proofe of her crucltie 
On gdille Dame, so huriiesse, and w) trew : 
Thcmx’forth he kept lier goocily company. 
And Icamd her disi ipline of faith and veritie 


But she ail vowd vnio tfie Kcdcrosse knight. 
Ills wandring jxTill closely did lament, 

Nc in this new acquamtaima’ tould delight, 
l]ut litr dearc heart with anguish did torment, 
And all her wit in surd louiisels spent, 

How to escajx: At last in priuie wise 
To Salyrant she shewed her intent ; 

Who glad to gam suth fauour, gan dcuisc, 

How with that jvnsiut Maid he best might 
thence a ris( 

.'so on a da\ whai Satyres all were gone, 

To do their sc.ru icc to byluams ol^ 

The gentle virgin left IxiiincJ alone 
He led away with courage stout and bokl. 
Too late it was, to Satyres to be told, 

Or tuer hope rctouer her againe ; 

In vaine he setkes tliat luuing cannot hold. 
So fa-sl he carritd her with c-arcfull |)ame, 

Hut they the woods .ire p.isl , aiul come now to 
tlic [li.nne 

.34 

Tlic belter part now of the lingring day. 

They traueild had, when as they farre espide 
A wcarie wight forwundnrig by the way. 

And towards him they gan in liast to nde, 

'lo weet of newes, that did abroad betide, 

Or tydings of her knight of the Kedcrosse. 
But he them spying, gan to tume aside, 

For feare as seemd, or for some feigned kme ; 

More greedy they of newes, fast towards him do 

CTOSSC. 
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A silly man, in simple weedes forworne, 

And solid with dust of the long dried way ; 
His sandaleswere with toilesome trauell tome, 
And face all tand with scorching sunny ray, 
As he had traueild many a sommers day, 
Through boyhng sands of Arabie and ind € , 
And m his hand a lacchs staffe, to stay 
His wearie hmbes vpon : and eke behind, 


Therewith the knight thence marched fortli in 
hast, 

Willies Vna with huge heauinesse opprest, 
Could not for sorrow follow him so fast ; 

And soonc he came, as he the place had ghest, 
Whereas that Pagan proud him selfe did rest, 
In secret shadow by a fount aine side • 

Eucn he it was, that carst would haue supprest 
His scrip did hang, m which ins needments he I Faire Vna : whom when Satyram espide, 


did bind. 
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ITie knight approching mgh, of him inqutrd 
Tydings of warre, and of aduentures new , 
But warres, nor new aduenturc's none he herd 
Then Vna gan to aske, if ought he knew. 

Or heard abroad of that her champion trew, 
That in his armour bare a croslet red. 

Aye me, Deare dame (quoth he) well may I rew 
To tell the sad siglit, whicli mine eies haue red 
'lliese eyes did see that knight both huing an<l 
eke dcd. 

That CTuoll word her tender hart so thrild, 
riiat suddein cold did runne thiough cutr\ 
vaine. 

And stony horrour all lier sences fild 
With dying fit, that downc she fell for f>aiiK 
The knight her lightly rearc-d vp againt, 

And comforted with curteous kind rt liefe : 
'Hien worme from death, slie bad lurntdlen plaint 
The further processc of her hidden griele , 
The lesser pangs can beare, who hath endur'd 
the chiefc. „ 

3 ® 

Tlicn gan the Pilgrim thus, I ehuunst this di\ , 
This fatall day, that shall I eucr rew, 

To sec two knights in trautll on my way 
(A sory sight) arraung'd in battcll new , fhew 
Ikith breathing vengeaunce, both of wraihlull 
My fcarefull flesh did tremble at their stnft. 
To see their blades so greedily imbrew. 

That drunkc with bloud, yet thristcd afierhh 
What more ? the Rcdcrossc knight was sUjne 
with Paymm knife. 

39 


With fowle reprcchfull words he boldly him 
' defide. 

i 41 

I \nd said, Arise Uiou cursed Misereaunt, (train 
' 'I hat hast with knighlluvse guilt and trecherous 
' Faire knighthood fow lyshamcd,anddoest vaunt 
j Tliat good lunghtof \\\tR(dcro5seio haueslain. 

I Arise, and with like treason now mamtam 
' Thy guilty wrong, or else thee guilty yield, 
i 'fhe Sarazm this hearing, rose amain, 

I Andcatching vp in hasthis three square shield, 

I And sliming helmet, soone him buckled to tire 
I field 

I 4 - 

And <lrawing mgh him said. .-\h misbome Elfc, 
' In null houre thy fexs thee hither sent, 

I Anothers wronj's to wreake vpon thy scMe : 

! Yet ill thou hlamc*st me, for haumg blent 
' My name with guile and traiterous intent ; 

1 That Redcrocsf knight, g>erdie, I neuer slew, 
But had he beene, where carst his armes were 
lent, 

, WendiaunUr vainclii'^errour should not rew 
' But thou his errour ‘hdlt I hope now prouen 
trew. 

43 

Therewith they gan, both furious and fell. 

To thunder blowts, and ficrsly to assaile 
Each other Ix'iil Ins emmy to quell, [niailc, 
That with iheir forte they perst both plate and 
And made w idc furrow es m ihcir fleshes fraik , 
That it would pilty any liumg eie [raile . 
Lirgc floods of bloud adowne their sides did 
But floods of bloud could not them salisfic : 

5th hun^ 

or die 


Ah dearest IvOrd (quoth she) how might llulLiet, .So long the) fight, and fell reuenge pur«nc, 


And he the stoutest knight, ih.at euer wonne 
Ah dearest dame (quoth he) how might 1 ‘•ee I 
The thing, that might not be, and yet was j 
donne ? i 

Where is (said 5a/)Tflfic) that Paynims sonnt. 

1 hat him of life, and \s of loy hath reft ? 

Not far away (quoth he) he heiu'c doth wonne 
Koreby a fountaine, where I late him left 
Wasning his bloudy wounds, that through tin* 
*tee& were cleft. 

SPENSER ( 


That fainting each, theimsclues to breatlicn let, 
And oft refreshed, battell oft renue : 

As when two lucres with raiicling malice mot, 
Their gor\' sides fre^h bleeding ficraly fret, 
Til brcathlessc both them sclucs aside retire. 
Where foming wrath, their cruell tuskes they 
whet, [respire 

And trample tli’earth, the whiles they may 
Then backe to fight againe, new' breathed and 
entire. 



34 


THE I. HOOKE OF THE 


!'.1\ ,\%lur thc'-.i-k .-‘i'''’ ‘ Ir-' l‘ 0.'.'’ M 
1 1. t ; >.i ! I 'I lUv 'M. I . I ' 'll .■ I 

llKir pui^saiit lora, anu crueii ra^e aiioiui, 
Wit 1\ licaixtl strokes ruoio luj^i I) , iIjl'ii Ix'lorf, 
That with tliLirdrerie woumL and Moiidv };on 
I hey lx>lli dclornit d, scarsi ly tould (x. known 
Uy lius sad I na ti.nii;lit \Mih anguish a>K'. | 
lad with thtir noist, wlmh tliron^h tlx ain ' 
w.u>Uiro\\n, ' 

Arrm’d, ulierc tiny in hiiIi iIkh linitk-s Mnud | 
liad so\Mt 

46 

WIkum ail M) soone as that pioud ^ar i/in ^ 
Kspidc, ho t:;an Riiiiio tho immory , 

<H his Itwd lusts, and 1 ito atti injitnl sin, 

And loft tin douhlfnll hatlell h,iblily, 

I’o (atch her, ru wly offrul to his do : 

But Siilyrane with strokos him lurninit, staid 
And stanoly had him othor [xiau* >so pin, ' 
riion hunt iho sti [« ot [uiit v nspotlid M iid 
Win r( with he all (.nrmt’d, those 1 iiii r sjxaihis 

vild. 

47 

0 foolish facrits sonno, wlial Iniio mail 
Halil ihoe inci nst, to hast thv duk lull laii 
Wore It not better, I that Ltdy had, 

Thtn that thou liadst rt,p<ntcsi n l^^o latt '' 
Mostsorieelissi riunlie,thathiiiw lledothhati , 
To lone another Lo tlxn lor thine ayd 
Hire take thv loners tokm on ihv pate I 
So they to fight , the whiles the royall Mayd 1 
Khd farre away, of tfui proud Bivnini son | 
draycl. l 

4^ 

But that false u'-'^toid 

lioing in deed o . ' , ■ , 

In secret shadow, all tlii^ lo lx hold. 

And much rcioyicd in their hloudv fr ly . 

Hut when he saw the fJjne.idl pasH* awa) 

He left Ins slond, and her [)ijt'.cwd apa(» , 

In hofX; to bring her to her I ist decay 
But for to tell hir lamentable laie, 

And eke this battels end, will need another 
place. > 
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The Redcrosse knight is capttue made 
lly Ovaunl proud opprrst, 

/Voice Arthur mcels with Vrui great' 

!\' u iih those HiiCis dnlresl. 

V • \ • \ '\Ow‘-X'X*'X^\>X'X-X-X-X' X'*’' 

1 

What man so wix‘, wliaL tarthly wit so ware, 
\s to (kserv tlic crallv cunning trime, 

By which deaipt doth inaske m Msonr fane, 
\nd c.Lst her colours liyed drs pe in grame, 
losieme like Truth, whose shajieslic well can 
lame, 

Xnd lilting gestures to lur purpose frame, 
!he guilllcsse mm with guile lo cntcrtaiiie 
i.ruilmai ari-ssi ollu.iarlv\ isthitfabcDauK . 
liie Ivilsc Dutssi, (lok(d with }'id(ssaf\ namt 


Who when rt. turning Irom the drerv Night, 

'die fov nd inW in tli it pr rilous house of /Vv /t , 
Wluresht hadl«lt,tlu noble /vrf/rroj.^ckntgiit, 
Her lu)[)c<l j)tav, she would no lengcr bide, 
But forth she went, to sti ke him far and wide 
I'.re long she fownd, whereas he wetirie s,\te, 
lo rt^t him scife, forrbv a foiintaine Side, 
liisirmed all ot vron-mted Plate, 

And by his side his sited the gra.ssy forage ale. 


Ho feedcs vf'on the ci’iolmg sh uie, and biyes 
llisswcitu Ion he. ml m the breathing wind. 
Which through the trembling li aues full gi nlly 
pkiycs 

VVliereiii the dierefiill birds of sundry kind 
I)o eluunt sw( 1 1 musick, to delight hh mind 
I he Wilth ap[)rnrhmg gan him fairely grat. 
And with reprenh of carilcsneNsc vnkmd 
Xphrayd, for leaning her m plaie vnmitl, 
Wiih fowle wools itmpring laire, yxire gall 
with honv sw( lI 
, \ 

I \nkmdnessc |)ust, tluy gan of solae'e treat, 
\nd lyalhe* in [dtasaunce of tfic loyous shade, 
Whuh shielded them against the boylmg hi at , 
Aiifl with greaie lxxlgfu^ deeking a glf)omv 
glade, 

I Aliout the fountame like a girlond made , 
Wliose bubbling wauc did euer freslily well, 
Ne euer would through feruent sommer fade 
Thcsacred N ymph,whidi therein wont todwell, 
Was out of Dianes fauour, as il U^en befell 
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i'he caitoc was this : one day when Phxbe fayre 
With all her band was following the chacc. 
This Nymph, quite tyr’d with licat of scorching 
Satdowne to rest in middest of tlie raa : [ay re 
The goddesse wroth gan fowly her disgrarx*. 
And uwi the waters, which from her did flow, 
lie such as she her sclfe w»is tlun in plat^;. 
Thenceforth lier waters w<uc<i dull and slow, 
fVnd all that drunke thereof, did famt and feeble | 

grow. , 

6 , 

Hereof this gentle knight vnvveitmg was, | 
And lying downe vjxjri the saridie grade, 
Driinkc of the streame,a.scleart as trLsUligUs. 
Eflsoones Ins nunly forces gan to lade, 

And mighlie strong was turnd to feeble Iraile 
!lisrl‘a'rig''di'<)w»^es.it first 
I ill \ Ml' lUl I . i' , u [. , I l' I . .h I 

AiMlehcarcfullbioiidinfiintm's.seihilMidnu It, 
Whn h like a feuer lit through all Ins Uxiy swell 

Yet giRxily court he made still to Ins Dame. 
Pourd out in joosnesse on tla gr tssy grownd, 
both carelcsse of his lu.ilth, and of his fame 
Idl at the last he heard a dremlfull seiwnd, 
Whidi through the wixxl loud liellowing, did 
lebownd. 

That all the earth for terrour set rnd to sh.ikc. 
And trees did tremble. TlTKlfe iherewitli 
xstowrid. I 

V|)slartcd hghll) from his kxiser make, i 
And his vnready wcajHiies gan m hand to t.ikc 

But ere he could his armour on him diglit, | 
Or get his shield, las monstruu-s eminy I 
Willi sturdie stips ’. : d'- * ; . . his sight, 

An hidious Cvant ! i ■ 1 Ii*< , 


10 

So growen great through arrogant dehgiil 
Of ih’high fle*scent, wiitreof he was ylxirne, 
And through presumption of his matchlcsse 
might, 

All other fx)w res and knighthood he did scornc 
Such now he marchetli to tins man forlorne, 
And k ft to lossc . hissttilknig‘-lej)^arLstayde 
V|x)n a sn.iggy Oke, whiili Ik had tome 
Out of his mothers bo\v(.lic^, and it rtuide 
lli^ mortall maee, wliirewidi liis fexmen he 
dismay de ^ ^ 

'I lut when the krught he spide, he g in adiiam e 
With huge force and insupixirlJ>le mayne, 
\nd tow'.irdeshirnwithdreadfull furyprauna*, 
Who leiplt-sse, and eke hopek^ise, all m vaine 
Did to him ji.ice, s.al balUde to darraynt, 
Divirind, disgiast, and inwardly disriKiyde, 
And eke so l.iint in entry loynt and vainc, 
Thioughlhatfiaih founUint.wliKh him feeble 
irrark , 

That u:arsel\ could he wecld Ins bootk'ssc single 
blade. 

The Oeaunt stnxike '.o maynly mercik'ssc, 

That could bane ouerthrowne a stony towrc, 
\ 'w rc' ' ' g'’!"’ , 'h if h nd d 

!' ' b ; ' !I, ... !ii II si »■ ' 

Ikit he w.Ls \\ cry of th.it deadly stowrc, 

Ant] Iightlv kj)l freim vndcriKath the blow 
Act so tM'eiding was the vilkiies [xiwre, 
That with the wind it did Inm ouerlhrow, 
And all his senres slound, tiiat still he Lay lull 

I, 

\s when that duKli''h vron hngin wrought 
In deejX-'st Hell, and Ir.niid by FunfSsV.\\\, 
With windy Nitre and quick Sulphur fr.mglu, 
And ramd wuth bullet round, ordaind to kill, 


Tlial witli his taliicssesecnidtothn-atthcskve, ( oncemeth fne, the heaueiis it doth fill 
Hie ground eke gioned vndcr him for dre'cd . \Aith tliundimg royse, .and ail the ayre doth 


His lining like saw nener lining eye, 

Ne durst behold his stature' did ( xeecd 
The hight of three llie t.illtst sonn<^ of mortall 
seed. 

9 

Tlie greate'St l^rlh his vnroiith mother w.is. 
And blustring /Kolia his batsted sire. 

Who with his breath, whu'h through the world 
tlolh p.LS, 

Her hollow womb did sccrcllv inspire, 

/Old file] her hidden aiue-s with stonnic yre, 
Thatsheeoncoiu’d; and trebling the dew time, 
bi whicli the wombes of wiKuen do expire. 
Brought forth this monstrous masse of earthly 
slime, [cnine 

IVift vp with cmptie wind, and hid with sinfull 


choke, 

That none (a n b t e.U 1 1 . nor see .norhea re a I wil 1 , 
'flirough smouldrv ekuid ol duskish stinekiiig 
smoke , 

That llToiith brealhliiiiidaunt-.whohathcseapt 
llic stroke 

14 

So daunted when the Gcauut saw the knight, 
Ills ht'auie lund lie heauecl ^p on hye, 
Andlumtodusi thought tohauebiiltredqiiiglit, 
A'niill Dict'sia loud to him gan cryc ; 

0 great Ornoi^ho, greatest vnder skye, 
vA hold thy mortall land for ladies sake, 
Hold fear my sake, and do him not to dye, 
But v.uiquisht thine elernall beaneKlaue make, 
And me thy we>rthy mceei vnto tliy l/'innn take. 
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He hearkned) and did stay from further nes, 
To gaync 80 goodly guerdon, as she sf>akc : 

So willingly came into his armes. 

Who her as willingly to grace did take, 

And was possessed of his new found make. 
Then vphetooke the slombrcdsencelesse corse, 
And ere he could out of his swowne awake, 
Him to his castle brought with hastie forse, 
And in a Dongeon deepe him threw without 
remorse. 

16 

hrom that day forth Diifssa was h^ duire. 
And highly honourd in his haughtie eye, 

He gaue her gold and purple p,ill to wt'are. 
And triple crowne set on her head full h)e, 
And her endowd with royall maiestyt : 

Then for to make her dreaded more of men, 
And peoples harts with awfull terrour ty( , 

A monstrous beast ybre<J in filthy fen 
He chose, which he had kept long time in dark- 
some den. 

17 

Such one it was, as tliat rciicmmtd "'iiake 
Which great Alctdes in ^Ireviom ‘-Icv^, 

Long fostred in the filth of Letm lake, 

Whose many heads out budding tucr new, 
i)id breed him endle^^se lalxjur to ‘uUlcw 
But this same Monster niudi more vglv w.ls , 
For seuen great heads out of Ins IxxK grew, 
An yron brest, and backe of sc^il) bra«;, 

And all embrewd in bloucl, his e^e^: did shine as 
glas. 

^ 18 

Hi*: taylc was stretched out in wondrous length, 
rhat to the house of hcauenly gcxls it raught. 
And with extorted powre, and lx)rrow’d 
strength, 

7Ticeuer-bummglam[)s from thence itbronght. 
And prowdly threw to ground, as things of 
nought ; 

And vndcmcath his lillhv feet did tread 
The sacred things, and holy luasts forctaiight 
VpoTi this dreacifull Beast with stuenfold head 
1 Ic set the false Dur^sa, for more aw .md drcMd 

If) 

'lilt wofull Dwarfc, whuh saw hiv maisters fall. 
Whiles he bad keeping of Ins grasing steed, 
And valiant knight become a raytiue thrall. 
When all was past, tooke vp his forlorne veteeJ, 
Hii nughtie armour, missing nvthi at need , 
His siluer shield, now idle nwistcrlesse , 

His poynant speare, th.it many made to bleed. 
The ruefull monimenls of licauiriessc, 

And with them all depanes, to tell his great 
distressc'. 


20 

He had not trauaild long, when on the way 
He wofull Ladle, wofull Vm met, 

Fast flying from the Paynims greedy pray, 
Whilest Saiyram him from pursuit did let ; 
Who when her eyes she on the Dwarfe had set, 
And saw the signes, tliat deadly tydings spke, 
Slie fell to ground for sorrowfull regret, 

And huely breath her sad brest did forsake. 
Vet might her pittcous hart be scene to j«iit 
and quake. 

21 

Tlie messenger of so vnhappie newes 
Would fame haue dyde ; dead w’as his liart 
within. 

Yet outwardly some little comfort shewes : 

M l.Lst recouenng hart, he does begin 
To rub her temples, and to cJiaufe her chin, 
Vnd euery tender part dex-s tossc and tiirne ; 
So liardly he the flittesi life dex-s win, 

Vnto her natiuc [irison to retourne : 

Tl'en gms her gneued ghost thus to lament and 
moume. 

22 

Yc dreary mstnimci.Ls of dolcfull sight, 

'Hut doc this dc*acll) sixclaclc behold, 

I Why do ye lengcr feed on loathed light, 

I Or liking find to ga/e on earthly mould, 
j Sith cruell fates the carelull threccls \nfould, 
Tlic which iny life .md loue together tyde ? 
Now let the stony dart of senselessc cold 
Perce to mv hurt, and pas through euery ‘■i(}e, 
And let ctcrn.all night so sad ‘■ight fro me liidt. 

0 lightsome da\, the lain|x of highcM Jout, 
First made by him, mens w mdring wa)ts to 

I guyde, 

I When darknesse he in detpe st dongeon drone, 
I Henceforth thy hated face for eucr hyde, 
j And shut vp hcaiicnswirKlcmcsshyning vvyde: 

! ?(*rc.irthly sight can noughlbut sorrow breed, 
! And late reiKTifance, which shall long .ib)dc. 
j Mine eves no more on vanitie shall feed, 

I But VC elcdvpwithdcath, shall hauethcirdeadly 
mct<l 

Idun downe agame she fell vnto the ground , 
But he her quickly reared vp againc ; 

Thnse did she sinkc adownc in dcadlyswownil, 
{ .And thnse he her reviu’d with busic panic . 
At last when life ncouer’d had the rame, 
.And ouer-wresllcd his strong cncrnie, 

With follring tong, and trembling euery vainc, 
Tell on (quoth .she) the wofull Tragedie, 

ITic which these reliques sad present vnto mine 
cie. 
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Tempestuous fortune hath spent all her spight, And in the midst thereof one pretious stone 
And thrilling sorrow throwne his vtmost dart , Ot wondrous worth, and eke ot wondrous 
Thy sad tongue cannot tell more heauy plight, mights, 

Then that 1 fecle, and harbour m mine hart ; Shapt hke a Ladus head, cx( ceding shone, 
WlK)luthendur'dthewhole,canbcareeachpart Like Hesperus emongst the Ic-sstr lights, 

It death It be, it is not the first wound, And stroue for to amaze tlie weaker sights . 

dhat launched hath my brest wntli bleeding 1 hereby his mortall blade full comely fiong 
smart. In yuory sheath, ycaru’d with airious slights , 

begin, and end the bitter lulefull stound , Whose hilLs were burmsht gold, and handle 
II Icssc, then that I feare, more fauour I haui strong 

found. Of mother [X'arlt, and bncklui with a gold n 

TIiongantheDwarfethewholediscoursedecluri, 

The subtill traines of Archma^o old , Ilis haughtic iHlnicl, lion id all with gold, 

Tlie w.inton loues of false btdessa faire, botli glorious brightni-^y , and greiit terruur 

Bouglit with the bloud of vanquish! Pavniin bred ; 

bold : j mould . 1 For all the crest a Dragon did enfold 

Hie wretched ()ayre transform’d to tntn V\ith greedie pawes, and outr all did spred 
The house of Pride, and perils round about , IIis golden wings Ins (jrc*adfull hideous he<l 
The combat, whicJi he with.Sun5i<:n'did hould , Close couched on the beuer, seem’d to dirow 

The lucklesse conflict with the Gvant stout. From flaming mouth bright sparkles fterie red, 

iVlierein captiii’d, of life or death he stood in That suddcine horror to faint harts did show , 

doubt. 2- his backe 

She heard with patience all vnto tlie end, 32 

And stroue to maister sorrowfull assay, \ pon the top of all his lofiic crest, 

Wluch greater grew, the more slie did contend, A bunch of haircs discolourd diuersly, 

And almost rent her tender hart in twav , Withsprincledf>earlc,andgoIdfull richly drest. 

And loue fresh coles vnto her fire did hiy : Did shake, and seem’d to duince for lollity, 

For greater louc, the greater is tiie iossc. Like to an Almond tree ) mounted hyc 

Was neuer I^adic loiud dearer day, On top of grecnc .Sr/mn all alone. 

Then she did louc the knight of the Redcrosse , U ith blossomes brauc bedcs ked dainUly , 

For whose deare sake so inanv troubles her did Whose tender locks do tremble euery one 
tobsc. At euery little breath, that vnder hcauen is 

At last when feruent sorrow slaked was, blownc 

hhe vp* arose, rcsolumg him to find II is warlike shield all clos Iv couer’d was, 

Aliue or dead ; and forward forth doth p is, might ot mortall e\ e lx* euer scene ; 

All tlie Dwarfe the wav to her a-ssv'nd . Not made of steele, nor of enduring bras, 


And euermore in constant carefull mind 
fc'd her wound with fresh renewed b.ile , 
Ding tost with stormes, and bet with bittu 
wind. 

High ouer hils, and low adowiie the dale, 

Sill* wandred rrnin a uinx' md measiird ni.iin 
^ vale 

29 

At last she cliaunccd by good hap to mec*t 
A goodly knight, faire marching bv the wav 
Together with his Squire, arayed meet : 

His glitterand armour shined farre aw.ay. 
Like gUuncing light of Phoebus brightest rav , 
From top to toe no place appeared bare, 
That de*dly dint of steele endanger may : 
Athwart his brest a bauldrick bratie he ware, 
tWt shynd, like twinkling stars, with stons 
most pretious rare. 


Such earthly metUils soone consumed bene 
but ail of Diamond perfect pure and cleene 
It framed was, one massie entire mould, 
Hewn ou t of Ailaman 1 1 ck ke w ilh engines keene , 
That t>omt of speare it neuer perren could, 
Nc dint of direfull sword fliuidc live substamr 
would 

The same to wight he neuer wont disclose, 
but when as monsters huge he would dtsmay, 
(V daunt vnequall armies of lus foes, 

Or when the nvmg heauens he would affray , 
For 30 exceeding shone his glistnng ray, 

That Pitethus golden face it did attaint, 

As when a cloud his beames doth ouer-lay ; 
And siluer Cynihia wexcxl pale and faint, 

As when her face is staynd with naagicke arte 
constraint 
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No macicke arts hereof had any misfit, 

Nor blondie wordes of bold Enchaunters call, 
Hut all that was not such, as seemd in sifjht, 
lk;fore that shield did fade, and suddeine fall 
And when him list the raskall routes appall, 
Men into stones therewith he could transmew, 
And stones to dust, and dust to nouj^ht at all . 
And when him list the j^ruudi, r lookes subdtw 
lie would them ga^inf; blind, or turne to oth( r 
hew. 

Ne let it sceme, that credenct this exceedes. 

For he that made tlic sana. was kiiowne n^^ht 

well 

To haue done much more admirable deedL“s 
It MefHn was, which whylonie did exiell 
All liuin^ wightes m rnij'ht of ma^ncke sjiell 
f3oth shield, and sword, and armour all h< 
wrought 

For this young Prince, wIkh lirsi to amies lu 
feU; 

Bu t when he dy de , t he Far r i e ( h k ene 1 1 bro ugl i f 
To Faerie lond, where yet it rnav l>e sunt, il 

wught. 

A gentle youth, his deiirely loiud Squire 
Ills speare of heben wood behind him lart. 
Whose harmefu 11 heud,thrRe heaUd m thetirt , 
Had riuen many a brest with pikohead sc|uar( , 
A goodly person, and could mcruige faire 
His stubborne steed with curbed canon bit, 
Who vnder him did Irarnpk .ts the aire. 

And cliauft, that any on Ins Ixuko should sit , 
Hie yron rowels into froth) Ionic lie bit 

When as this knight nigh to the Lidic drew, 
With lonely court h( gan htr (ntirUime , 

Hut when he hear<l lu r answ^rts loth, he knew 
V)me secret sorrow did her heart distraine: 
Which to allay, :md ralmc her sloimiiig juiric 
f'dirc fcfimg words he wisely gan dispHy, 

And for her humour lilting j7Ui[K;se fame. 

To teinfit the raie<’ it sclfe for to bewr iv ; 
Wherewith crnmoii'd, tliist bke<ling words sin ' 
gan to say. ' 

What worlds d( light, or loy of lining )i 
( 'an heart, so plung’d in s<m of Lorrowes dec [x 
And heapc'd with so huge misfortiims, rea< h ^ ' 
'I'he tarefull cold Ixgmnc’th for to <ricfK, 

Anri in my heart lu- yron arrow stc«pe. 

Soone a.s 1 thmke vihmi my bitter ball : 
Stjchhelplesseharmes yts heller hidden keejx , 
'Dion rip vp gnefe, where it may not aiiaik, 
My last left comfort is, my woes to weepe and 
waile 
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Ah Ladle dcare, quoth then the gentle knight, 
Wcllmaylweene,yourgriefeiswondrousgreat, 
For wondrous great griefegroncth in my spright , 
Whiles thusl heareyou of yoursorrowes treat 
But wofull Iwidie let me you intrete. 

For to vtifoid the anguish of your hart : 
Misliaps are maistrtd by aduice discrete, 

And eoiinsill mitligates the greatest smart ; 
hound neuer hclj^e, who neucr would his hurt' 
impart. 

0 but (quoth she) great gnefe will not be touki 
And can more easily be thought, then said 

I Right 60 ; (quoth lie) but he, that neucr woiikl 
' ( ould neucr . will to might giues greatest aid 
^ But gnefe (quotfi she) does greater grow desplaKl 
I If then it find not heljK, and hreedes despain 
■ Desjuire breeeles not (quoth he) where faith r 
I staid. 

' Nofaith so fast (quotli she )l)Ut flesh doe-s pair 
I Mesh may cmijairc (quoth he) but reason cai 
re^)alre. 

I Ills goodly reason, and well guided s|»eacJi 
So dcc[X‘ did settle in her gratious thought, 
j I hat her perswade-d to disclose the breach, 

I Which lone and fortune m her iieart ha 
wrought, [brougl 

And said ; Fairc bir, 1 ho|K‘ good hap hat 
V'ou to inquire the sc’crets of my gride, 

( )r tliat ycHir w)se*dome will direct my though 
Or tliat your [irowtsse e^n me yiekl rehefe ' 

'I h( II htsire the stone sad, which I sli.ill tell yoi 
I bncfc. 

4 5 

J’heforlorncMaidt n,w horn youreye-shuneseeiv 
The laughing stiKkc of lorlune^ nio< keries. 
Am ih’only daughUr of .i King and kfut'cm 
Whose parents dc.ire, wluksi eipiall de-stim* 
Hid runne alx)ut, and ihur fOieitic-s 
The' fauourablc' ht.iuins did not enuy, 

] tidspnad the iriukthrenigli <ill the n riilone 
Vvliidi Phtv>H and 1' iif'Jthilr'; llovdli by, 

\iid golden w.uus iKk w.islieoritmuall 

14 

1 ill that their ( ruell < ursed cnim\ . 

All luigc great Dragon horrible m sight, 

Bred in the loathly lakes of 'Jarlary, 

With murdrons raume, and dcuounng rnigli 
'fhtir kmgeioiiie s{>oild, and countre'v wasio 
quight ; 

'I hemsclue'S, for feare into his lawes to tail. 
He forst to ca.stle strong to take their flight, 
Where fast ernbard m might ic brase'ii wall. 
He has them now foure yercs be'siegd to make 
tlicm thralL 
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Kull many knights uducnturous aiid stout 
Iluue enterprird that Monster to subdew , 
hrom euery coast that heauen walks about, 
Haue thither come the noble Martiall crew, 
Tliat famous hard atclneutments still purser. 
Yet neuer any could that ^irlond win, 
lJut all still shrotrke, and still lie f^reatcr t^^rew 
All they for want of faith, or (^uilt of sin. 

The pitteous pray of his fierce cruel tie haue bin 

46 

At last yledd with farre rejxirtcd praise. 

Winch flying kune througliout the world lia<l 
spred, 

Of doughtic knights, whom Pacrylciiiddidraisi 
That noble order higbt of Maidenlicd, 
Forthwith to court of Uunant I sjk.{1, 

Of GloriaUf great Qutine of glor\ bright, 
Whose kingdoines seat ( kofwits is red, 

There to obtaine some ‘■ik h redoubted kiiiglit. 
That Parents dearc from tyrants powic de liner 
might. 

^ 47 

It was my (hancefmy ciianec w a.sfaireaiid gooil ) 
There for to hnd a fre^h \tiproued knight, 
Whose manly hands imbrew’d in guiltic IiIchhI 
Had neuer I'letie, ne tiur bv hi*; might 
Had thrownc to ground the \nrtgai<led right 
Yet of Ins prowesse prrxife he sin< e hath nMd( 

(I witnessc am) 111 nianv a cniell light ; 

The groning ghosts of m.iii\ one di''inaid( 

Haue felt the bitter dint of Ins anengitig bl.i'l< 

•I'*- 

And ve the lorlorne i(iu,iii'- ( I hn 
His byting sword, and hi'' denounugspe ne 
W'hiili hanc endured nianvadre.uilullstourt . 
(.in s|)eake his prowC'H*. th.it did car*'! \o’i 
Ik ire, 

And well could rule: iicovheli.ithleftvouhe.in . 
To be the record of his niefnll losse*. 

And of niv doK hill dis.iuf ninroa'' di.iu 
0 he-aine reeoid ol tin gotnl h'cJnc'^u 
Wlu ic' h.uif Vdii 1 ( tl \oi I Loni ihti ti-'ik. *1 

W( II \ ou tossi •' 

Wi ll liojicd I, .iiid t.iiii U;.: .nin^' h.i<' 

That lie my Gijitnic langoii* slionld rcdteine 
Til! .ill viiweeting, .in hnih.mntei bad 
Ills stnee abiisd, and in.ide him to inisdiinu 
My loy.ilty, no! siu h .i' it «iid is me . 

'1 h.it rather dc.ifh diMK . thin siuh de-'-pighl 
Ik' nidge ye hcaiiciis, th.it .ill thing'' light 
esieeinc, 

How I him lonVl, and loin with .ill mv might. 
Ik) thought I eke of him, and thmkc 1 thought I 
aright I 


"Hiencelorth me desolate he quite forsookc , 

To wander, wlicre Wilde fortune would me lead, 
AuJ other bywaie*' he himselle betooke, 
Wliere neuer foot ol liuing wight did tread, 
That brought not barke the* Iralefull body (lead, 
In which liim cliaumid f.ilsc buis!,a ineetc, 
Mine onely foe, mine oiuly deadly dread, 
VVlio wit h her wit chrraft ancl rn isseem 1 ng sweete, 
IniKigleil him to follow her desires vnnieete 

51 

At last by subtill slnghts she liim kti.od 
V iito his foe, a (lyant huge and tall 
Who him disarmed, dissolute, disinani 
Vnwares surprised, and with inightie m.ill 
The monster men iltsse him nude to ) ill 
Whose fall did neuer hx IxTore behold , 

And now in darkesome dungeon, wnlihed 
I t hr, ill, 

[ Kemcdilcs.se, for aic he floth him liolel 
Ihis IS my cause of grich, more gre.3t tlwn 
may be told 

Krt she had ended all, she gan to laiiii 
But he her coiniurtid and fane Ixsp.ik* 
t ertes, Madame, yc haue great cause ot plami, 
'Jliat steuilest lieait, 1 weerie, could cause to 
qu.ike. 

Pul bi ot (heate, aiid loinfort to you laki 
I'or till 1 haue acquit vour captiiie knight, 
A‘''-ure vour sdfe, J will )ou not forsaki 
His (h( dll lull words reuiuVl her ehtareksse 
spiight, |eucr right 

Si fotll this wint the Dwarfe thun gnidiu|^’ 

(<int nil 

luu,i to rcdrmt her diaT( 
htvi^s Arthur to the fiAj 
PVa) uavei ih( (/\.,n.'. :fv' o;,/; Ua hntu 
ami strip'- buc^ui tj tv hi 

1 

\\ nil , how ni.u.\ jniiKdoi enlold 
The righteous man. to make lum daily tail 
Wen not, that lu.iueiih graicdolhlnmvphok! 
And stdil.ivt tiulh aiquilt him out of all 
Her louc tunu hi r i.irt lontmuall, 

S> olt as he through his owm loohsh pride 
()i we,iknessi is to siniull lunds made thi.ill 
Pdse should tins AWereiee knight m kind* 
h.iuedyde, |tluthei guide 

l‘or whose deliui r.uice slii this I'niue doth 
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1 licy saHly traueild thus, vntill they ^-ame 
Nigh to a o\i>tle butided strong and hic * 

Then cr\de the Dwarfe, lo vonder is the s^ime, 
In which my Lord mv liege doth lucklcsse he, 
'flirall to that (ivants hatetull tyrannic 

Therefore, deurebir,voiirmightie|)owresassay 
'llte noble knight alighted b\ and by 
Lrom loftie stcede. and bad the Ladie stav. 
To see n hat ervi ot tight should him liefall that 
das’ 

So with the Squire, th'admirer of his might. 

He rnarchetJ forth towards tluL laslle wall , 
Whose ^tes he found fast shut.nc liuing wiglu ‘ 
To ward the s,ime, nor ansv\tre commers tall 
Then tooke thatSquire an liorneof bugle small, [ 
Winch hong adowne his side m twisted gold. I 
And tassels gay Wyde wonders oner all 
Of that some homes great vertues wercii told, , 
Whnli had approiicd bene m Nses manifold i 

4 I 


Tlierewith the Gyant buckled him to fight, 
Inllam’d with scomefull wrathand highdisdamc, 
And lifting vp his dreadfull club on hight, 
Allann’d with mggttlsnubbcsand knottie graine. 
Him thought at first encounter to haue slaine 
Hm wise and wane wsis that noble Pere, 

And lightly leaping from so monstrous nmi tie, 
Dul faire auoide the violence him nere ; 

It hooted nought, to thinkc, such thundcrljolts 
to liearc. 

H 

N' >lume he tlioughi to slunne so hideous 
migh* . 

lilt idle sirokt . enfnn mg fiirioiis way. 
Musing the markc of his misaynrK’d sight 
Old fall to ground, and with his hcauie sway 
■so deepely dintd in the dnuen clay, 
i hat three vanles deepe a furrow vp did throw 
Till sill earth wounded with so sore assay. 
Old grone full grieuoiLS vnderneath the blow, 
\nd trembling with strange feare, did like an 
I irthqiiake show 


WOs neuer wight, that heard tliatshrilhngsound, 
Hut trembling feare did fcele m cuery \ nm . , 
Three miles it might be easie heard around, 
And Ecchoes three answerd it selfe againe i 
No false cnchauntment. nor demptfull trame 
Might once abide the terror of that blast, ; 

Hut presently was voide and wholly vaine | 

No gate so strong, no locke so firme and fast. I 
But with that peremg noise flew open ipiite, or ; 
brast 1 

? i 

Tfic same before the (ieants gate he blew. 

That all the castle qu.ikisJ from the ground, 
And euery dore of freewill oficn flew 
The Gvant selfe dismaie^l with that sownd. 
Where he with his Dunsa dalhame fownd, 
fn hast came rushing forth from irmer bowre. 
With staring countenance sterne, as one 
astownd, [stowre j 

Aik! staggering stejw, to weet, what suikOm 
Had wrought that horror strange, andrlar’d his | 
dreaded powrc i 


0 

when almiglilie lou^ m wrathful! mood, 

To wreake the gmll of mortall sms w bent, 

1 lurles forth lus tluiiKiring dart mth deadly loo'l, 
Lnrold m flames, and smouldring drenment, 
Through nueri cloudes and molten firmament , 
The fierce threeforked engin making way, 
Both loftie towres and highest trees hath rent , 
And all that might lus angrie passage stav, 

And shooting m the earth, casts vp a mount of 
clav 

' 10 

Ills boystroiis club, so buried in the graind, 
He c^uld not ri'iiren vp againe so light. 

But that the knight him at auantage found. 
And whdes lie strotic hismmbrcflf liiNx* to quight 
f)ut of the earth, with blade all burning bright 
He smote off his left arme, whicdi like a blocke 
Did fall to ground, depriud of natiue might ; 
1-irge streames of bloud out of the trunck«l 
stocke 

borfh giuhcd, liki fresh water strearne fniui 
mien rorkc 

It 


And after him the proud Ouessa came, 

High mounted on her manyheaded beast, 
And cuerv head with fyrie tongiK* did flame, 
And cuery head was rrowneiJ on his rreast. 
And bloudie mouthed with late cruell fiast 
That when the knight beheld, his mighticsluld 
Vpon his manly arme he soone addrest, 

And at him fiercely flew, with courage fild, 
And eger greedinessc through euery member 
thnid 


Dismaicd with sr) des|H.'rate deadly wound, 
And eke impatient of vnwonted paine, 

He loudly brayd witli beastly yelling sound, 
That all the fields rebcllowea againe ; 

As great a novse, as when m Cymbnan plainc 
An heard of Bulles,whom kindly rage doth sting, 
Do for the milkic mothers want oomplainc, 
And fill the fields with troublous bellowing, 
Tfie neighbour woods around with hollow 
murmur ring 



FAERIE QVEENF. 


Cant. Via. 


41 


12 

That when liib cieare Durssa beard, and saw 
Tlic euill stownd, that daungerd her estate, 
Vrito his aide she hastily did draw 
Her dreadfull Ix'ast, who swolne with bloud of 
late 

C'.une ramping forth with proud presurnpteous 
gate, 

Andthreatnediill his heads like flaming brands 
But him the Srpnre made (jineklv to retrate, 
Kntotintring heree with single sword in hand. 
And twixt him and lii-^ Lord did like a bub 
warkc stand ^ ^ 

Tilt proud Dw^sa full ot virithfull 'pight. 

Ami fierce disdaine, to U ifTronfe<i so. 

Kntorst her purple l)east with ill her might 
That stop out of the way to (merthnx*, 
Scorning the let of so vncquall foe • 

Hut natneraore would ih it courageous swas ne 
To her yeeld pass'igc, gainst hb Lord to gtK*. 
Hut w'lth outngeous strokes did himrcstraiiu , 
And with his bcxlic l>ard the vviv atwixt them 
twiune. 

Then tooke the angrie witch her golden tup, 
Which still she bore, replete with magickarli*s , 
Death and desfxyre did manv thereof sup, 
And secret poyson through their inner parts, 
Th’eternall tiale of heuiie wounded harts . 
Which after channes and >omc encliaunt' 
ments said, 

klie lightly sprinkled on Ins weaker pirt^ ; 

'1 herewith hissturdieeouiage -.oonc w.isquavd. 
And all his scns(^ were wnli '•uddeine dread 
disnuyd. 

“ni dowrie he fell bekue the eriiell Ixasl. 

Who on his neike ins hloudie rlavvt's did sc'ze, 
That life mgh criisht out ol his panting brest 
No powrc he had to stirre. nor will to rire 
'lliat when the rarefiill knight gaii well auisc, 
lie lightly left the foe. with whom he fought, 
And to the beast gan tiirne his enterprise ; 
I'or wondrous anguish in his hart it wrought, 
To sec his loued ‘vjiure into such thraldomc 
brought. 

And high aduauncing his hloud-thirstie bbde, 
'^iiokc one of those deformed heads so sore, 
I’liat of his puiss^uKc proud ensample made , 
Ills monstrous scaljic downe tolus teeth it loie. 
And that misformed shajie mis-shapetl more 
A sea of bloud gusht from the gaping wound. 
That her gay garments staynd with filthy gore. 
And ouerfiowed all the field around ; 

That ouer shoes in bloud he waded on the 
ground. 


Thereat he roared lor exceeding pame, 

That to liaue heard, great horror would fiaue 
bred, [^traine 

And scourging tli'einptie avre with las long 
Through great inijutierice of his gritued hed 
Ills gorgeous ryder from her loflie stt“d 
VVouldhauecastdownc.andtrodmdurliemyrc, 
Had not the (jsant some her succoured , 
Who all enrag’d with smart and franticke yre, 
(ame hurtling in fn'l fierce, and forst the knight 

retvre. ^ 

18 

The force, whicii wont 1.1 two to lx desfR-rst, 

In one alone left hand he now vnites. 

Which IS through rage more strong then botli 
were erst ; 

With which ins hideoua club aloft he dites, 
And at his foe with furious rigour smites, 

1 lutstrongcst Oake m 1 gli t seeme toouerl hrow • 
'Idle stroke v[>on his shield so hc'iuiie lites, 
That to the ground it doubleth him full low • 
What inortall wight could cuer bcare so mon- 
strous blow 

And in his fall lus shiehi, that cxHiercd w'as, 
Did lootH* lus vele b\ chaiincc, and open flew 
The light whcreol, that licaucns light did pas. 
Sinfi bla? mg hr ight I lessc 1 1 1 rough the aier threw. 
That eye mote not the same endure to vew 
W Inch w hen the ( » v aunt spy de with staringev e. 
He downe let fall his aime, and soft withdrew 
His weapon huge, that heaued was on hyc 
For to haue slaine the man, that on tlie ground 
did lye. 
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And eke the fruittull-iieaded beast, amaz'd 
At flashing beames of tlial sunshiny shield. 
Became Starke blind, and all his senses daz'd, 
That downe he tumhlc'd on the durtie field, 
And seem'd himsclfe .is conquered to yield 
Whom when his mui'^tresse proud perceiud to bll, 
Whiles yet lus leeble feet for faintnesse recld, 
Vnto the Tnant loudly she gan call, 

0 helpc Or^ot;ho, helpe, or eKe we perish all 

21 

.\t her si» pitteoii-. m was much amooii'd 
Her champion stout, and for to ayde lus frend, 
Againe lus wonted angry weapon proou’d : 
But all in same ; for he has re-ad ins end 
In that bright shield, and all their forces sjxnd 
Tliemsclucs in vainc : for since that glaunring 
sight. 

He hatli no powre to hurt, nor to defend ; 

As wlierc th’Almiglit les Iightnuig brood docs light , 
It dimmes the dazed eyen, and daunts the 
senses quight. 
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Whom when the Prirue, to Ixittell new addresi, 
Andlhri'atninjj hiphlusdreadlullstrokedidsec, 
His sparklin}^ blade about Ins head he blest, 
And smote ofl quite liis rij^'lit lejj by the knee, 
Hiat downe he toinbled , as an aj^cd tree, 
Hi^'h growing on the top of rocky chft. 
Whose hartstrings with kwiie steele nigh 
iiewcn be. 

The mightie trunck lialfe rent, with ragged rift 
Doth roll adowne the rocks, and fall with frare- 
full drift. 

Or as a Gtstle reared high and round, 

Hy subtile engins and rnalitious slight 
Is vndenninerJ from the lowest ground. 

And her foundation forst, and fee bled quight, 
At last downe fallc’s.and with her heajH^l hight 
Her hasfie ruine d(x^ more heauic nuke, 

And yields it si Ife \nlo the vatours might , 
Such w’as I his (i \ aunts fall, tliat se<'md to shake 
The stedfast gloln of earth, as it for feare did 
quake. ^ ^ 

The knight then lightlv leaping to the pra>, 
With mortal! steele him smot agauie so sore, 
Fhat headlesse his Miwtld\ IxxJie lav. 

All wallowd in his owne fnwle bloudy gorr, 
Which flowcsl from his wounds in wondrous 
Store. 

But soone as breath out of his bre.tst did p,u . 
That huge great fiody, which the (•vaunt lion 
Was vanisht (joite, and of that nlon^lt(nls m.i , 
Was nothing hit. but like ui emptie bla<ld< r 
was 

Whose gneuons fall, whin j.dsr Ihuwa spidt. 
Her golden < up she ctist vnto tin ground. 

And crow IK d mitn rii'Klv' thnw a-^ide , 

^uch perring giirk lier ^lubboriie h.irt did 
wound, 

rhatshccoiild not tndiin that doh full stound. 
Ihit hailing all Wiiiifl hrr. Hid .iv\,iy 
1 he light-foot Squire litrqun klvtiirnd an'imi' 
And by hard ineancs t niori ing hi r to ‘ I i\ , 

.S) hroiight vnto hi'^ LoreJ, i,^- his dt ,i ri.id pi.o 

Tlic royail Virgin, whidi in Ik Id from larrt, 

In pdisiue plight, ,Tiid >,id [»erpl( xitie, 

Th( wholeatchi-TiciiK ntof ihisilouhtliill watrr , 
(^rne running fust to grid he viitorie. 

With solicr gl uhiis-e, .Old m\ Id nuKh'stie, 

A.id w' It h sweet io\ OHS ( [nan hiinthiislx-spaki , 
haire brauiicb of noblisM , llowre of chenairu, 
That with your wort lithe world amazed niak< . 
How shall I quit^ tlit palm's, ve suffer for iny 
sake f 
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And you fresh bud of vertut springing fast, 
Whom these sad eyes saw nigh vnto deaths 
dore, 

What hath jxxvre Virgin for such perill past, 
Wlurtwitli you to reward ? Accept tlurelore 
Mv simple seife, and S( ruiee cuermore , 

And lie that high din’s sit, and all things sec 
VVith equal! eves, their me rites to restore, 
Ik’hold wh.it VC this day haue done for met. 
And what I cannot quite, requite with vsnree. 

28 

But sith the heauins, and your faire liandeling 
Haue maele you maister of the field this day, 
Your fortune rnaister eke with gouerning, 
And well begun end all so well, I pray, 

Ne let that wicked wom.in suijie away ; 

For she it is, that did inv Ford lx thrall, 

My dearest I ord. and dei|x 111 elongeon lay. 
Where he his lx tier elayes hath w.isted all 
0 heare, how piteous he to ) ou for ayd doe’s call 

2g 

horthwith he gain in eharge vnto liis Sejuire, 

'I hat scarlot whore to keepen carefully ; 
Whiles he lurnselte' with gnedie great desire 
Into tlie ('a.s!le eiilred forcibly, 

Wliae lining e rcature none he did espye ; 

'I ben gan he lowdly ihrejugh the house tei ceill : 
Blit no man <ar'd to .mswerc to his erve 
'Ihi K raigrid a M.kmm ‘■ilenec oner all, 

Nor Voice wxs hi.ird. nejr WTglit w.ls seem’ m 
Uiwie or h.ill 

^0 

At 1 ist with ( r((| mg i looked jai e forth i .mu 
An e'id old ni.iii, with Uard as whitt .c 

‘^IIOW, 

111 'on i ^t.ifli 111 f' • Ilk '‘l( [)s did liaim , 
\ii«i gunk his W' iiK g.itc both tc'o .iiid frei 
1 or his eve ‘iglit him l.iikd long ygei, 

And on Ins .itiiir ,i iMiiuiih of lvt)e’s he bear, 
Ilu w'hieli vmiMd lu'^t did ouergreiw 
1 host \Mi(. :Ir k« vt ol I Hi i\ iiiturdore. 

I’l.' I It < mild not th< III \ 1 , hut kt pt tin iimJtlll 
m '-tent 

Bui very vnioulli 'ight vv.is to Ixhold. 

Ihiw he liiel f idiion liis vntowarel paee, 

I’or .IS he forward iiKMiu’d his footing old, 
b.i( kward still w is turnd his vvrin« led face . 
Viihkt to men, who tue r .Ls they tr.iee, 

Both feet and faee one w.iy arc wont to Uaei. 
'Ibis W.LS the auncieiit kecjxr of that place, 
And foster father of the Hyant dead ; 

Hi'' name I^naro eliel lus nature right aread 
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His reuerend haires and holy grauilie 
The knight much honord, as beseemed well, 
And gently askt, where all the people bee, 
Which in that stately building wont to dwell 
Who answerd him full soft, he could not tell 
Agame he askt, where ilut same knight was 
layd, 

Whom great Orgoglto with his puissauncc fell 
If ad made his cay tiue thrall , againe he sayde, 
He could not tell : ne euer other answere madt 

Then asked he, which way he in might |xis : 
lie could not tell, againe he answered. 
Thereat the curteous knight displeased was. 
And said. Old sire, it scemes thou hast not re<l 
How ill It sits with th.it same silucr bed 
In vaine to mocke, or inockt m vaine to lx“e 
But if thou be, as thou art j>ourtrafied 
With natures pen, in agis graiie degree, 
Arcad in graucr wise, wlut 1 demaund of thee 

34 

His answere likewise was, he could not ufl 
Whose senceltsse s|X“.ich, and doted ignorance 
Wlien as the noble Prin<e had marked well, 
He ghest his n.iture by his anintcii.uice, 

And calmd his wrath with gocxlly Itinperanct 
'Hien to him stepping, from his anne did reach 
Those keyes,and nude himsolfe free cnterancc 
Kacli dore he opdiul without any br(“ach ; 
There was no baire to stop, nor foe him to 
emix'ach. 

Tlien all within full nch aravd he found, 

With royall arras and re^fiKndcnt gold 
And did with store of eiury thing ulxiund, 
'Hiat gTcatc'st Prirues prestticc* might Ix'hold 
But all tin' floore (too lillhv to be told) 

With bloud of guilt Ic'ssc baht's, and innocents 
trew, (fold. 

Which there were slaiiic, as sheefie out of the 
Defiled was, that drt idfiill was to vcw\ 

And sicred ashes otu r it n ls si rowed new. 

-to 

And tlurc Ix'side of iiiiiblt stone w.us built 
An Altarc, taru'd with < umung iiiugcr), 

On which true ('hristuus blouiiw.is often sj)ilt, 
And holy Martvis often dtvu to dye, 

With cruell uiili(e .iiul siiong lyianny : 
Whose blessed spntr fo'iii Midtriic-alh the 
stone 

To God for vengcanic eryde continually, 
Andwithgrcat griefe wereoftt n heard to grone. 
That hardest heart would lileede, to lieare their 
piteous mont 
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Through euery rowmc besought, and euery bowr, 
But no where could he find tlut wofull thrall 
At last he came vnlo an yron doore, 

That fast was loekt, but key found not at all 
Kmongst tliat Ix^unch, to ojicri it withall ; 

But in the same a little giate was jughl, 
'llirough which he sent his voyce, and lowd 
did call 

With all his jxiwrc, to weet, if huuig wight 
Were housed tliere within, whom he enlargcn 
might. 

'llicrewith . d'e.ir.r rm '.nvff 

'I la 1 .iM* ^ I . ■ • 'h..' ■,[(.. ■( (.iiiid ; 

0 who IS that, which brings me liappy choyce 
Of death, that here lye dying tuery stound, 
Yt t hue jxrlorcc in b^efull darkenesse bound? 
For now three Mcxincs haue changed thnee 
their hew, [grouixi, 

And haue beuie thrice hid vTidemeath tlx 
.bince I the heauens chearcfull face did vew, 
0 welcome thou, that doest of death bring 
tydings trew 

VVliic'ii when that ( liampion heard, with field- 
ing [xiint 

Of pitly dcare his hart was thrilled soic, 
Andtrcinblinghorrourranthrougheuervioyot, 
hoi nith of gentle knight so fowle forlore 
Whieli shaking oft, he rent that yron dcre, 
With furious force, and indignation fell , 
Wheie (litre d in, liis fcxil could lind no Hoif, 
But all a decfie descent, .is darkc as hell, 

That breathed cnicr loith a hlthie baneful I sna II 
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ffut neither darkenesse fowk . nor filthy band'^. 
Nor noyoiis smell his purpose could withhok', 
(Entire alledion hatelh nicer liandsf 
But that ' p . imi,) 

After long , ■ 

Ho found the incanes that Prisoner \pt(' reart 
Whose feeble ihiglks, vnhable to vfdiold 
His [lined corse.hlms(ars^ to light cnald fxait. 
\ nil lull snet.irk of dt. tli i d ghastK drere 

41 

Ills s<td dull eyes deejx sunek in hollow' pitr, 

( ould not enduie lli \ nwonted suniie to view ; 
lbs bare thin du ekes liir want of belter bits, 
.And empiN sides dceuued ot their dew, 
t ould make a stony h iri his hap to kw . 

His rawbonearnu's, whose miglitv hrawned Iki'.t' 
Werew'onttoriuestecleplatts.andlielniitshew. 
Werecleane consum'd, and all lusvitalljX'wic'' 
Dee'ayd, and all his llesli shroiik vp like 
withered howris. 
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Whom vs hen his ludy saw, to him she ran 
With hasty loy ; to see liim made her glad, 
And sad to view his visage pale and wan, 
Wlioearst in Howrcs of freshest youth was clad 
Tho when her well of teares she wasted had, 
She said. Ah dearest Ixvrd, what cuill starre 
On you hath fround , and pour f 1 h is i nfl uencc had , 
Tint ol your .sclfe ye thus Ixtoblx'il arre. 
And this missecming hew your manly looks 
doth mane ^ 

43 

But welcome now iny Lord, in vvele or wot , 
Wliose presence I haue lackt too long a (la\ , 
And fic on Fortune mine .mowed foe, 

Whose wrathfull wreakes them selues do now 
alav. 

And for these wrongs shall treble penaimce [wv 
Of treble good goo«1 growes of eutls prufe 
Thechearelesse man, whom sorrow diddisnuy , 
Had no delight to trcaten of liis griefe ; 

His long endured famine needed more reliefe 

44 

tairc Lady, then said that victorious kniglit, 
The things, that gneuous were to do, or bearo, 
Them to renew, I wotc, braxL no delight , 
R-st musickc breeds fdehglit in loathing care 
But th’onely good, that growes of passed feare, 
Is to be wise, and ware of like agcim 
Tins dayes ensample hath this lesson dcarc 
l)ee[)e written in my heart with yron pen, 
'Fliat blissc may not abide in state of mortall 
men. 
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Henceforth sir knight, take to you wonted 
strength, 

And maistcr these tiiblup w ithfatient might , 
Lie where your foe Ives slretcht m monstrou-^ 
length, 

And loe that wicked wormui in your sight, 
Tlie roote of all your care, and wretched plight, 
Now in your |x)wre, to let her hue, or dye. 
To do her dye (quoth Vm) were despighl, 
And slume t'auengc so wc-ake an cnimy , 

But spoileherof hersrarlot rol>e.an(l let her flv 
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N) as she bad, that witch they disaraid, 

And robd of royall lobes, and purple pall, 
And ornaments tliat nchly were displaid ; 

[ Ne sj>ared they to strip her naked all. 
j Then when they had dwpoild her tire and call, 
I Such as she was, their eyes might her behold, 
Hut her misshaix-d [>arts did them appall, 

A loathly, wnncklctl Irag, ill fauoured, old, 
Wliosc secret filth good mamicrs biddeth not Ijc 
told. 
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Ih'i crattie head was altogether bald, 

And as in hate of honorable eld, 

Was ouergrowne with scurfe and filthy scald , 
Ikr teeth out of lier rotten gummes were ield, 
And her sow re breath abliominablv smeld , 
Her dries] dugs, like bladders Lacking wind, 
Ilongdowne, and filthy matter from them weld, 
Her wrizlc‘d skin as rough, as maple rmd, 
scabby w.is, tliat would luue loatlid ill 
womankind 
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If' r neither parts, the shame of all her kind, 
My chaster Muse forslumedoth blush to write; 
But It her roin'.x* she growing had behind 
A loxes taile, with dong all fowly dight ; 
AndekeherfL'Ctcmostmonstrousweremsight; 
For one of them wa.s like an Eagles claw. 
With gnpmg taLaunts armd to greedy fight, 
Tlic otlier like a IVares vreuen paw : 

More vgly sha(ve yet neuer lining creature saw 

49 

Wluih when the knights Ixaeld, amard they 
were, 

And wondred at so fowle defonued wight, 
biiih then (said Frw) as she seemeth liere, 
Such Ls the face of faUhood, nuch the sight 
Of fowle [)wssa, when her borrowed li^t 
Is laid away, and counterfesaunce knowne. 
Thus when they lud the witch disrobed quight, 
And all her filthy feature open siiowne, 

They let her goe at will, and wander waves 
vnknownc. 
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She living fast from heauens hated face, 

And from the world that her discouercd wide, 

Fled to the wastfull wilder nessc a|»ce, 

From liuing eyes her open sliamc to hide, 

And lurkt in rocks and raues long vnespidc. 

But that faire crew of knights, and Vna faire 
Did in that castle afterwards abide. 

To rest them selues, and weary powres repaire, 

Where store they found of all, that dainty was and rare. 



FAERIE QVEENE. 


45 


Cant. IX. ^ 

Cant. IX. 

//ji lolus and lignage .4rlkur ulh 
The knights kmi friendly bands 
Sir Trtutsan flies from Despayre, 

Whom Redcrosse knight withstands 

C OC 'X/XOCOCOCOCOCOC/XOCOC^X^X^'' 

1 

0 j^cKully i;old(.n tliaine, whaewilli yhre 
'i’lic vertucs linked are in loutly \m7c . 

And noble minds of yore allied were, 

III braue poursuit of chcualroiis nnprize, 
That none did others safety despize, 

Nor aid enuy to him, in need tliat stand‘s, 
Rut friendly each did others pra\se deui/t 
How to aduaunce with fauourablc hiinds, 

As this good Prince redcinid the Rcdcro'-u 
knight from bands. 

2 

VMio when their powres, iinjKurd tiirough 
labour long, 

With dew repast tliey had rccu'cd will, 

And that wrake captiiie wight now wixtd 
strong, 

"Hum list no lenger there at leasure dwtll. 
Rut forward fare, as their aduentuies fill, 

But ere they {xirtcd, Vna faire besought 
Tliatstraunger knight hisname and nation tell, 
Uast so gre'at good, as he for her liad wrought, 
Should die vnkiiown, and buntxl be m tliank- 
Itsse tliought ^ 

F.ure virgin (said the l^rince) ye me require 
A thing without tlie compas of ray wit 
1 or both the lignage and the certain Sire, 
From which I spron^, from me are hiddi ii \ it 
For all so soone as life did me admit 
Into this world, and shewed heauens light, 
From mothers pap I taken was x-nfit • 

And sticight dcliucred to a Faeiy’ knight 

1 o be vjibrought in gentle thewes and mnrti.ill 

might. ^ 

Vnto old Titnon he me brought byliuc. 

Old Ttmon, who in youthly ycarcs hath becne 
In warlike fcates th'cxpertest man aliue, 

And IS the wisest now on earth I weene ; 

His dwelling is low in a valley giiinc, 

Vnder the foot of Rauran moss\ bore, 

From whence the riuer Dee as siluer clecnc 
His tombling billowes rolls with gentle rorc . 
There all my dayes he traind me vp in vertuous 
lore. 


Thither the great Magicieri Merlin came, 

As was his vse, ofttimes to visit me • 
hor he had chargi my discipline to frame, 
And Tutours nouriture to ouersec. 

Him oft and oft I askl m priuitic, 

01 wliat loines <uid wliat lignage I did spring • 
Whose aunswerc Uul im '^tlll assured Ixt, 
That 1 was sonne and he ire \nto a king, 

As tune in her lusi ttrme the truth to light 
siiould bring 

Well worthy iin|x‘, said llien the Lad\ guit, 
And Pupill ht for such a Tutours hand 
But what adutnlure, or what high intent 
Hath brought you hither into Faery land, 
Arc-ad Pnnee Arthur, crowme of Martiall liand / 
Full hard it is (quoth he) to read aright 
'Fhe course of heauenly cause, or vnderstand 
'Ilie secret meaning of th’etcrnall might, 

Tliat rules mens way i-SjUnd rules the thouglitsof 
liuing wight ^ 

I or whither he through fatal! deepe foresight 
Me hither sent, for cause to me \ ugliest, 

Or llul fresh bleeding wound, which day and 
night 

Whilome doth rancle in my nuen bresl, 

Willi forced fury following his behest, 

Me luther brought by wayes yet neuer found, 
You to haue helpt I hold my selfe yet blest 
Ah curteous knight (quoth she) what secret 
wound 

( ould euer find, to grieue the gentlest hart on 
ground ? g 

Dearc Dame (quoth he) you sleeping sparkes 
awake, 

Winch t roublcd once ,i n 1 0 h uge fiami‘S w 1 1 1 g row, 
No euer will then feruent fur\ slake 
Till lining moysture into smoke do How, 

And wasted life do lye in ashes low 
Yet sithcas silence Icsseneth not mv fire, 

But told It flames, and hidden it does glow', 

I will rcui’le, what ye so much desire 
Ah Loue, lay dowait thy bow, the whiles I may 
resjtirc. ^ 

It was m freshest flowrc of youthly ycares, 
When courage first does creepc in manly chest, 
Then first the coalc of kindlv heat appeares 
To kindle loue in euery liuing brest , 

But me liad warnd old Twions wise behest, 
ITiose creeping flames by reason to subdew, 
Before their rage grew' to so great vnrest, 

As miserable louers vse to rew, 

Which still wex old ui woe, whiles woe still 
wexeth new. 
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That idle name of loue, and loucrs life, 

As losse of time, and vertues eniiny 
I euer scornd, and loyd to stirre vp strife, 

In middest of their rnournfull Tragedy, 

Ay wont to laugh, when them 1 heard lO cry, 
And blow the fire, which them to ashes brent ; 
Their God himselfe, grieu’d at ray libcrtie. 
Shot many a dart at me with Tiers intent. 

But I them warded all with vvary gouernment. 

11 

But all in vainc : no fort can be so strong, 

Ne fleshly brest can armed be so sound. 

But will at last be wonne with battrie long, 
Or vnavvares at disauantage found ; 

Nothing issure,that growesoneartldy ground: 
And who most trustes in arme of fleshly might, 
And boasts,in beauties chaine not to be bound. 
Doth soonest fall in disauentrous fight, 

And yeeldcs his caytiue neck to victours most 
despight. 

12 

Ensample make of him your hapk*sse ioy, 

And of my selte now mated, as ye see ; 
Whose prouder vaunt that [iroiid auenging boy 
Did soone pluck downe, and curbd my libertie. 
For on a day pnekt forth with iolhtie 
Of looser life, and heat of hardiment, 
Raunging the forest wide on courser free, 

The fields, the floods, the heaueas with one 


Wlien I awoke, and found her place deuoyd, 
And nought but pressed gras,whereshehadlyen, 
I sorrowed all so much, as earst I ioyd. 

And washed all her place with watry eyen. 
From that day forth I loiTd tlvat face diuine ; 
From tliat day forth I cast in carefull mind, 
To sceke her out with labour, and long tyne. 
And neuer vow to rest, till her 1 find. 

Nine monethes I seeke in vainc yet ni’ll that 
vow vnbmd 

lO 

Thus as he sjxikc, lies visage wexed ^lale. 

And chaunge of hew great passion did bewray; 
Yet still he stroue to cloke his inward bale, 
And hide the smoke, that did hi$ fire display. 
Till gentle Vm thus to liim gan say ; 

O happy Quccjie of Faeries, that hast found 
Mongst many, one tliat with his prowesse may 
Defend thine honour, and thy foes confound : 
'True Louts are often sown, but seldom grow on 
ground. 

17 

I Thine, 0 then, sanl the gentle Redcrosse knight, 
I Next to tliat Ladies loue, slialbe the place, 

I 0 fairest virgin, full of heauenly light, 

I Whose wondrous faith, exceeding earthly race, 
' Was firmest fixt in mine extremest case. 

I And you, my I>ord, the Tatrono of my life, 

I Of tliat great Queene may well gaine worthy 
' grace : 


consent For onely worthy you through prowes priefe 

Did seeme to laugh on me, and fauour mine j Yf lining man mole worthy be, to be her liefe. 


intent. i 

For-wearied with my s[x)rts, I did alight | So diuersly discourdng of their loucs. 

From loftiestccd,and downe tosleejx; mela>d; ' 'I'lio goldm Sunne Ins glairing head gan shew, 
The verdant gras my couch did goodly dight, AndsadrcmembraunceriowthePrinceamoucs, 
And pillow was my helmet faire displayd ; With fresh desire liis voyage to pursew : 
Whiles eucry sence the liumour sweet embavd, j Ms Vm canid her Iraucill to renew, [byncl, 
And slombring soft my liart did stcalc away, | 7’hcii those two kniglits, fast friendship for to 
Me seemed, by m\ side a royall Mayd 1 .And loue establish each to other trew. 

Her daintie limbcs full .-foltly down did lay . ( lauc goodly gills, the signes of gralefuil mynd, 

.So faire a creature yet saw neuer sunny day. And eke as pledges firme, right hands togctlicr 

loynd. 

14 19 

Most goodly glee and lonely blandishment Priiicc /Arthur gaue a boxc of Diamond sure, 
She to me made, and bad me loue her deare, Kinlxiwd with gold and gorgeous ornament, 
For dearely sure her loue was to me bent, Wlierein were eJosd few droj^s of liquor pure, 
As when lust time expired should appiiare. Of wondrous worth, and vertue excillent, 

But whether dreame*- delude, or true it were, That any wound could licMe incontinent : 
Was neuer hart so rauisht with delight, Which to requitc,the/^c^cros^^knight him gaue 

Ne liuing man like words did euer heare, A booke, wherein his Saucours testament 

As she to me deliuered all that night ; Was writ with golden letters rich and braue ; 

And at her parting said, She Queene of Faeries A worke of wondrous grace, .and able soules to 
hight. saue. 
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Thus beene tl\ey ])artcd, Arthur on his way 
To seeke his loue, and tli’olher for to fight 
Witli V 7 taes foe, that all her realine did pray. 
But she now weighing the decayed plight, 

And shrunken synewes of her chosen knight, 
Would not a while her forward course pursew, 
Ne bring him forth in face of dreadfull fight, ! 
Till he recouerod had his former hew : j 

For him to be yet wcake and wearie well slie I 
knew. ; 

21 j 

So as they traueild, lo they g.ui espy I 

An armed knight towauK tlicm gallop fast, i 
That seemed from some feared foe to fly. 

Or other griesly thing, that him agast. 

Still as he fled, his eye w.is backward cast. i 
As if his feare still followed him behind; 

Als flew his steed, as he his bands had brast, 
And with his winged heeles did tread thu 
wind, 

As he had beene a foie of Fci;asu!^ his kind. 


Nigh as he drew, they might perceiuc his head 
To be vnaimd, and curld vneornbed lieares 
Vpstaring stiffe, dismavd with vneouth dread ; 
Nor drop of bloud in all his face apf)eares | 
Nor life in limbe : and to increiuse his lean's, I 
In fowle reproch of knig'nthoods faire degree, I 
At)Oul his neck an hempen rope he vveaies, | 
That with his glisLring arrncs docs ill agree , | 
But he of rope or armes has now no mernoree ! 

The Redcrosse knight toward him crossed fust, 
To wcet, what mister wight was so dismayd: 
There him he finds all seiicelcsse and aghast. 
That him seUc lie scemd to be afrayd ; 
Whom hardly he from flying forward stayd, 
Till he these wordes to him dcliuer might ; 

Sir knight, arcad wlio hatli ye thus aiayd. 

And eke from whom make ye this hasty flight: 
For neuer knight I saw m such niissctming 
plight. 

24 

He answerd nought at all, but adding new 
Feare to his first amazrnent, staring wide 
With stony eyes, and hartles^'C hollow hew, 
Astonisht stood, as one that had aspide 
Infernall furies, with their chaines vntide. 
Him yet agame, and )'ct againe bespake 
The gentle knight ; who nought to him replide, 
But trembling eiiery ioynt did inly quake, 
And foltring tongue at last these words seemd 
forth to shake. 



For Gods deare loue, Sir knight, do me not stay ; 
For loe he comes, he comes fast after mec. 

Eft looking backc would fame hauc runne away; 
But he him forst to slay, and tclleii free 
Tile secret cause of his pcrplexitie : 

Yet nathemore by his bold harlie s[Jeach, 
Gould his bloud-froseii hurl emboldned bee, 
Bu t through h Ls boldncssc rathe f feare d id reach, 
Yet forst, at list lie made through silena* 
suddein breach. 

26 

And am I now in safetie sure (quotii he) 

From him, tEit would hauc forced me to dye.^ 
And IS the point of death now turiid fro mee, 
That I may tell this hapk*sse history ^ 

I’V are ncug! it : (quoth he) no daunger now is nye 
Then shall 1 you recount a ruefull cace, 

(Said he) the which with this vnlucky eye 
1 late beheld, and had not greater grace 
I Me reft from it, liad Ix'iie partaker of the place. 


! I lately chaunst (Would I had neuer chauibt) 

1 With a faire knight to keejacn companee, 

I Sir Terwin hight, tliat well himselfe aduaunst 
In all aflaires, and was both bold and free, 
But not so happic as mote happie bee : 

He lou’d, as was his lot, a Ladie gent, 

That him agiime lou’d in the least degiee; 
I’or she was proud, and of too high intent, 
.\nd 10yd to see her loner languish and lament. 

28 

From whom returning sad and comfortlesse, 

Ab on the way together we did fare. 

We met that villen (God from him me blesse) 
That cursed wight, from whom 1 scapt why- 
leare, 

A man of hell, that cals himselfe Despaire : 
Who first vs greets, and after faire areedes 
Of tydmgs strange, and of aduentures rare : 
So creeping close, as Snake in hidden weedes, 
Inqiiireth of our states, and of our knightly 
dealcs. 

29 

Winch when he knew, and felt our feeble harts 
Fmbost with bale, and bitter byting griefe, 
Which loue liad launched with his deadly darts, 
With wounding words and termes of foule 
repriefe 

He pluckt from vs all hope of due reliefe, 
Tliat earst vs held m loue of lingring life ; 

Thenhopclcsschartlesse,ganthecunningthiefe 
Perswade vs die, to blint all further strife : 
To me he lent this rope, to him a rustic knife. 
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With which sad instrument of hastie death, 
'Fhat wofull louer, loathing lenger light, 

A wide way made to let forth liuir^ breath. 
But I more fearefull, or more luckie wight, 
Dismayd with that deformed dismall sight, 
Fled fast away, halfe dead with dying feare : 
Ne yet assur’d of life by you. Sir knight, 
Whose like infirmitie like chaunce may beare : 
But God you neuer let his charmed speeches 
heare. 

How may a man (said he) with idle speach 
Be wonne, to spx)yle the Castle of his health ? 
I wote (quoth he) whom triall late did teach, 
That like would not for all this worldes wealth,: 
His subtill tongue, like dropping honny, 
mealt’th 

Into the hart, and searcheth euery vaine, 
That ere one be aware, by secret stealth 
His powre is reft, and weaknesse dothremainc. 
0 neuer Sir desire to try his guilcfull traine. 


Certes (said he) hence shall I neuer rest, 

Till I that treachours art haue heard and tride; 
And you Sir knight , whose name mote I request, 
Of grace do me vnto his cabin guide. 

I that hight Treuisan (quoth he) will ride 
Against my liking backe, to doe you grace : 
But nor for gold nor glee will I abide 
By you, when ye arriue in that same place ; 
For leuer had 1 die, then see his deadly face. 


Ere long they come, where that «anie wicked wight 
His dwelling has, low in an hollow caue, 
Farre vnderneath a craggie clift ypight, 
Darke, dolefull, drearie, like a greedie graue. 
That still for canion carcases doth craue : 

On top whereof aye dwelt the ghastly Ow^e, 
Shrieking his balefull note, which euer drauc 
Farrefromthathauntall other chearefullfowlc; 
And all about it wand ring ghostes did waile and 
howle. 

34 

And all about old stockes and stubs of trees. 
Whereon nor fruit, nor leafe was euer scene, 
Did hang vpon the ragged rocky knees ; 

On which had many wretches hanged beene, 
Whose carcases were scattered on the greene. 
And thrown? about the cliffs. Arriued there. 
That barc-htad knight for dread and dolefull 
teene, 

Would fainehaue fled ,ne durst approchenneare, 
But th’other forst him stay, and comforted in feare. 


Thatdarkesome caue they enter, where they find 
Tliat cursed man, low sitting on the ground, 
Musing full sadly in his sullein mind ; 
llis griesie lockes, long growen, and vnbound, 
Disordred hong about lus shoulders round, 
And hid his face; through which his hollow 
eyne 

Lookt deadly dull, and stared as astound ; 
His raw-bone cheekes through penurie and pine. 
Were shronke into his iawes, as he did neuer 
dine. 

36 

His garment nought but many ragged clouts. 
With thomes together pind and patclied was, 
The which his naked sides he wrapt abouts ; 
And him beside there lay vpon the gras 
A drt'arie corse, whose life away did pas. 

All wallowd in his owne yet luke-warme blood. 
That from his wound yet welled fresh alas ; 
In which a rustic knife fast fixed stood. 

And made an open passage for the gushing 
flood. 

37 

Which piteous spectacle, approuing trew 
The wofull talc that Treuisan had told, 

When as the gentle Redcrosse knight did vew, 
With firie zeale he burnt in courage bold. 
Him to auenge, before his bloud were cold, 
And to the villein said. Thou damned wight, 
Tlie author of this fact, we here behold, 
What iustice can but ludge against thee right. 
With thine owne bloud to price his bloud, here 
shed in sight ? 

3 « 

What f ranticke fit (quoth he) hath thus distraught 
Thee, foolish man, so rash a doome to giue ? 
What iustice euer other iudgement taught. 
But he should die, who merites not to Hue ? 
None else to death this man despayring driue. 
But his owne guiltie mind dcseruing death. 

Is then vniust to each his due to giue ? 

Or let him die, that loatheth liuing breath ? 
Or let him die at ease, that liueth here vneath } 

Who trauels by the wearie wandring way, 

To come vnto his wished home in haste, 

And meetes a flood, that doth his passage stay, 
Is not great grace to helpe him ouer past, 

Or free his feet, that in the myre sticke fast ? 
Most enuious man, tliat grieues at neighbours 
good, 

And fond, that ioyest in the woe thou hast, 
Why wilt not let him passe, that long hathstood 
Vpon the banke, yet wilt thy selfe not passe 
the flood ? 
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He there does now enioy eternall rest 
And happie ease, which thou doest want and 
And further from it daily wanderest : [craue, 
What if some Utle paine the passage haue, 
That makes fraile fleslt to feare the bitter waue ? 
Is not short paine well borne, that brings long case. 
And layes the soule to sleepe in quiet graue ? 
Sleepe after toyle, port after stormie seas. 
Ease after warre, death after life does greatly 


41 

The knight much wondred at his suddeine wit. 
And said. The terme of life is limited, 

Ne may a man prolong, nor shorten it ; 

The souldier may not moue from watchfull sted. 
Nor leaue his stand, vntill his Captaine bed. 
Who life did limit by almightie doome, 
(Quoth he)knowesb«t the termes established ; 
And he, that points the Ontonell his roomc. 
Doth license him depart at sound of morning 
droome. 


42 

Is not his deed, what euer thing is donne. 

In heaueu and earth ? did not he all create 
To die ^aine ? all ends that was begonne. 
Their times in his eternall booke of fate 
Arc written sure, and haue their certaine date 
Who then can striue with strong necessitie, 
Thatholdstheworldinhisstillchaunging state. 
Or shunne the death ordaynd by destinie ? 

When houre of death is come, let none aske 
whence, nor why. 


The lenger life, I wote the greater sin. 

The greater sin, the greater punishment : 

All thosegreattottek, which thou boaststo win, 
Through strife, and bloud-shed, and auenge- 
raent, 

Nowpraysd, hereafter deare thou shalt reiient; 
For life must life, and bloud must bloud repay 
Is not enough thy euill life forespent ? 

For he, that once hath missed the right way, 
J’he further he doth goe, the further he doth 
stray. 

44 

Then do no further goe, no further stray, 

But here lie downe, and to thy rest betake, 

1 h’ill to prcuent, that life ensewen may. 

For what hath life, that may it loued make. 
And giues not rather cause it to forsake } 
Feare, sicknesse, age, losse, labour, sorrow, 
[quake ; 

1 aine, hunger, cold, that makes the hart to 
And euer fickle fortune rageth rife. 

All which, and thousands mo do make a loath- 
some life. 


Thou wretched man, of death hast greatest need , 
If in true ballance thou wilt weigh thy state : 
For neuer knight, that dared warlike deede. 
More lucklesse disauentures did amate ; 
Witnesse the dongeon deepe, wherein of late 
Thy life sliut vp, for death so oft did call ; 
And though good lucke prolonged hath thy 
date, 

Yet death then, would the like mishaps forestall, 
Into the wliich hereafter thou maiest happen 

fall. . 

46 

Why then doest thou, 0 man of sin, desire 
To draw thy dayes forth to their last degree ? 
Is not the measure of thy sinfull hire 
High hea[)ed vp with huge iniquitie. 

Against the day of wrath, to burden thee ? 
Is not enough, that to this Ladie milde 
Thou falsed hast thy faith with periurie. 

And sold thy selfc to serue Dtussa vilde. 
With whom m all abuse thou hast thy selfe 
defilde? 

47 

Is not he iust, that all this doth behold 
From highest heauen, and bearesanequall eye ? 
Sliall he ihy sins vp in his knowledge fold, 
And guiltie be of thine impietie ? 

Is not his law, Let euery sinner die : 

Die shall all flesh } what then must needs be 
donne, 

Is it not better to doe willinglie, 

Then linger, till the glasse be all out ronne ? 
Death is the end of woes : die soone, 0 faeries 
sonne. o 

48 

The knight was much enmoued with his speach, 
That as a swords point through his hait did 
prse, 

And in his conscience made a seaet breach, 
Well knowing true all, tliat he did reherse 


And to his fresh remembrance did reuerse 
The vgly vew of his deformed crimes, 

That all his manly powres it did disperse, 

As he were charmed with inchaunted rimes, 

That oftentimes he quakt, and fainted often- 
times. 

h9 

In which amazement, when the Misaeant 
Perceiued him to wauer wcake and fraile, 
Whiles trembling horror did li is conscience int. 
And hellish anguish did his soule assaile, 

To driue him to despaire, and quite to quailc. 
He shew’d him painted in a table plaine, 

The damned ghosts, that doe in torments waile, 
And thousand feends that doe them endlesse 
paine [remaine. 

With fire and brimstone, which for euer shall 
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The siglit whereof so throughly him dismaid, 
That nought but death before his eyes he saw. 
And euer burning wrath before him laid, 

By righteous sentence of th’Almighties law : 
Then gan the villein him to ouercraw, 

And brought vntohimbwords,ro{ies,poison,fire, 
And all that might him to perdition draw ; 
And bad him choose, what death he would desire: | 


Cant. X. 

Herfaithfull knight jaire Vna brings 
to house of Holinesse, 

Where he is taught repentance, and 
the way to heauenly blesse. 


For death was due to him, that had prouokt 
Gods ire. 

51 

But when as none of them he saw him take. 

He to him raught a dagger sharpe and kcene, 
And gaue it him in liand: his hand did quake, 
And tremble like a leafe of Aspin greene, 

And troubled blond through Ins pale face was 
scene 

To come, and goe with tydirigs from the hart, 
As it a running messenger had beene. 

At last resolu'd to worke his fmall smart, 

He lifted vp his hand, that backe againe did 
Start. ^2 

Which when as Vna saw, through cucry vainc 
The crudled cold ran to her well of life, 

As in a swowne : but soonc reliu’d againe. 
Out of his hand she snatcht the cursed knife. 
And threw it to the ground, enraged rife, 

And to him said. Fie, fie, faint harted knight, 
Wliat meanest thou by this reprochfull strife ? 
Is this the battell, which thou vauntst to light 
With that fire-mouthed Dragon, horrible and 
bright ? 

Come, come away, fraile, feeble, fleshly wight, 
Ne let vaine words bewitch thy manly hart, 
Ne diuelish thoughts dismay thy constant 
spright. 

In heauenly mercies hast thou not a part ? 
Why shouldst thou then desi^eire, that chosen 
art ? 

Where iustice growes, there grows eke greater 
grace, [smart. 

The which doth quench the brond of hellish 
And that accurst hand-writing doth deface. 
Arise, Sir knight arise, and h-aiie this cursed 
place. ^ 

So vp he rose, and thence amounted streight. 
Which when the carle beheld, andsawhis guest 
Would safe depart, for all his subtill sleight, 
He chose an halter from among the rest. 

And with it hung himsclfe, vnbid vnblest. 

But deathhe could not workehimselfe thereby ; 
For thousand times he so himselfe had drest. 
Yet nathclesse it could not doe him die. 

Till he should die his last, that is eternally. 


1 

What man is he, that boasts of fleshly might. 
And vame assurance of mortality, 

Which all so soone, as it doth come to fight. 
Against spirituall foes, ycelds by and by. 

Or from the held most cowardly doth fly ? 

Ne let the man iu>cribc it to his skill, 

That thorough grace hath gained victory. 

If any strength we hauc, it is to ill, 

But all the good is Gods, both power and eke 
will. 

2 

By that, which lately hapned, Vna saw, 

Tliat this her knight was feeble, and too faint ; 
And all his sinews woxen weake and raw, 
Through long enprisonment, and hard con- 
straint. 

Which he endured in his late restraint, 

'I'hat yet he was vnfit for bloudie fight : 
Therefore to cherish him with diets daint, 

She cast to bring him, where he chearen might. 
Till he rccouered had his late decayed plight. 

3 

There was an aunt lent house not far re away, 
Renowmd throughout the world for sacred lore, 
And pure vnspotted life : so well they say 
It gouernd was, and guided eucrmore, 
Through wLscdomeofamalronegraueandhore; 
Whose oncly ioy was to relieuc the needes 
Of wretched soulcs, and helpe the helpelesse 
pore; 

All night she S|X‘nt in bidding of her bedes. 
And all the day in doing good and godly deedes. 

4 

Dame Ccelia men did her call, as thought 
From heauen to come, or thither to arise, 
The mother of three daughters, well vpbrought 
In goodly thewes, and godly exercise ; 

The eldest two most sober, chast, and wise, 
Fidelia and Speranza virgins were, 

Though spousd, yet wanting wedlocks solem* 
nize ; 

But faire Charissa to a louely fere 
Waslincked,and byhimhadmany pledgesdere. 
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Arnued there, the dore they find fast lockt ; 
For it was warely watched night and day, 

For feare of many : but when tiiey knockt, 
Tiie Porter opened vnto them streight way : 
He was an aged syre, all hory gray, 

Witli lookes full lowly cast, and gate full slow, 
Wont on a staffe his feeble steps to stay, 
Right Humilld. They passe in stouping low ; 
For streight and narrow was the way, which he 
did show. g 

Each goodly thing is hardest to begin, 

But entred in a spacious court they see. 

Both plaine, and pleasant to be walked in. 
Where them does meete a francklin faire and 
free. 

And entertaines with comely courteous glee, 
His name was Zele, that him right well became, 
For in his speeches and behauiour hee 
Did labour liuely to expresse the same. 

And gladly did them guide, till to the Hall they 
came. ^ 

There fairely them receiues a gentle Squire, 

Of milde demeanure, and rare courtesie, 

Right cleanly clad in comely sad attire ; 

In word and deede that shew’d great modest ie, 
And knew his good to all of each degree, 
Might Reuerence. He them withsp^lies meet 
Dok faire entreat ; no courting nicetie. 

But simple true, and eke vnfained sweet, 

As might become a Squire so great persons to 
greet. g 

And afterwards them to his Dame he leades. 
That aged Dame, the Ladie of the place : 
Who all this while was busie at her beades : 
Which doen, she vp arose with seemely grace, 
And toward them full matronely did pace. 
Where when that fairest Vna she beheld, 
Wliom well she knew to spring from heauenly 
race. 

Her hart with ioy vnwonted inly sweld, 

As feeling wondrous comfort in her weaker eld. 

^ 9 

And her embracing said, 0 happie earth. 
Whereon thy innocent feet doe euer tread. 
Most vertuous virgin borne of heauenly berth, 
That to redeeme thy woefull parents head. 
From tyrans rage, and euer-dying dread. 

Hast wandred through the world now long a 
day ; 

Yet ceasest not thy wearie soles to lead. 
What grace hath thee now hither brought this 
way ? 

Or doen thy feeble feet vnweeting hither stray ? 


10 

Strange thii^ it is an errant knight to see 
Here in this place, or any other wight, 

Tliat hither turnes his steps. So few there bee, 
That chose the narrow path, or seeke the right : 
All keepe the broad high way, and take delight 
With many rather for to go astray, 

And be partakers of their euill plight. 

Then with a few to walke the rightest way ; 

0 foolish men, why haste ye to your owne 
decay? 

Thy selfe to see, and tyred limbs to rest, 

0 matrone sage (quoth she) I hither came. 
And tliis good knight his way with me add rest, 
Led with thy prayscs and broad-blazed fame, 
That vp to heauen is blowne. The auncient 
Dame 

Him goodly greeted in her modest guise, 

And entertaynd them both, as best became, 
With all the courPsies, tliat she could dcuise, 
Ne wanted ought, to shew her bounteous or 
wise. 

Thus as they gan of sundry things deuise, 

Loc two most goodly virgins came in place, 
Ylinkcd arme in arme in louely wise, 

With countenance demure, and modest grace, 
'They numbred euen steps and ccjuall pace : 
Of which the eldest, that Fidelia bight. 

Like sunny beames threw from her Christall 
face, 

Tint could liaue dazd the rash beholders sight, 
And round about her head did shine like 
heauens light. 

She was araied all m lilly white. 

And in her right hand bore a cup of gold, 
With wine and water fild vp to the hight, 

In which a Serpent did himselfe enfold, 

That horrour made to all, that did behold ; 
Bu t she no wh 1 1 d id chau nge her constant mood ; 
And in her other hand she fast did hold 
A booke, that was both signd and seald with 
blood, 

Wlierein darkc tilings were writ, hard to be 
vnderstood. 

Her younger sister, that Speranza higiit, 

Was clad in blew, that her beseemed well ; 
Not all so chearefull seemed she of sight. 

As was her sister ; whether dread did dwell. 
Or anguish in her hart, is hard to tell : 

Vpon her arme a siluer anchor lay, 

Whereon she leaned euer, as befell : 

And euer vp to heauen, as she did pray, 

Her stedfast eyes were bent, ne swarued other 
way. 
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They seeing Vm, towards her gan wend. 

Who them encouutere with like courtesie ; 
Many kind speeches they betwene them spend, 
And greatly ioy each other well to see : 

'fhen to the knight with shamefast modestie 
They tumethemselues,at I'nawmeeke request, 
And him salute with well beseeming glee ; 
Who faire them quites, as him beseemed best, 
And goodly gan discourse of many a noble gest. 
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'riien Vm thus ; But she your sister deare ; 
The deare Chartsia where is slie become i 
Or wants she health, or busie is elsewhere ? 
Ah no, said they, but forth siie may not come : 
For she of late is lightned of her wombe. 

And hath encreast the world with one sonne 
more, 

That her to see should be but troublesome. 
Indeede (quoth she) that sliould her trouble 
sore, 

But thankt be God, and her encreasc so euer- 
more. 

'fhen said the aged Ccpha, Deare dame, 

And you good Sir, I wote tliat of your toyle. 
And labou rslong, through which yehither came. 
Ye both forwearied be : therefore a whyle 
I read you rest, and to your bowres recoyle. 
Then called she a Groome, that forth him led 
Into a goodly lodge, and gan despoile 
Of puissant armes, and laid in easie bed ; 

His name was meeke Obedience rightfully ared. 
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Now when their wearic limbes with kindly rest, 
And bodies were refresht with due repast, 
Faire Vm gan Fidelia faire request, 

To haue her knightintoher schoolehouseplaste, 
That of her heauenly learning he might taste, 
And heare the wisedome of her words diuine. 
She graunted,and thatknight so muchagrastc, 
That she him taught celestiall discipline, 

And opened his dull eyes, that light mote in 
them shine. 
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And that her sacred Booke, with bloud ywrit, 
lliat none could read, except she did them 
teach. 

She vnto him disclosed cuery whit, 

And heauenly doaiments thereout did preach, 
'fhat weaker wit of man could neuer reach, 
Of God, of grace, of lustice, of free will, 

That wonder was to heare her goodly speach : 
For she was able, with her words to kill, 

And raise againe to life the hart, that she did 
thrill. 
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And when she list poure out her larger spright. 
She would cominaund the hastie Sunneto.stay , 
Or backward turne his course from heauens 
hight ; [may, 

Sometimes great hostes of men she could dis- 
Dry-sliod to posse, she parts the flouds in twny ; 
And ekehugemountaines from theirnatiueM*at 
Slie would commaund, themselues tobeareaway, 
And throw in raging sea with roaring tlueat. 
Almightie Cod her gaue such powre, and puis- 
biuice great. 

Tlie faithful! knight now grew in litle space, 
By hearing her, and by her sisters lore. 

To such perfection of all heauenly grace, 
That wretched world he gan for to abhore, 
And mortall life gan loath, as thing forlore, 

G reeu’d with remembrance of his wicked way es, 
And prickt with anguish of his sinnes so sore, 
That he desirde to end his wretched dayes : 
So much the dart of sinfull guilt the soule dis* 
mayes. 

But wise Speratm gaue him comfort sweet, 
And taught him how to take assured hold 
Vjxin her siluer anchor, as was meet ; 

Else had his sinnes so great, and manifold 
Made him forget all that Fidelia told. 

In this distressed doubtfull agonie, 

Wlien him his dearest Vna did behold, 
Disdeining life, desiring leaue to die, 

She found her selfe assayld with great |:)cr- 
plexitie. 

2.^ 

And came to Codia to declare her smart, 
Whowellacquainted with tha-t commune plight, 
Wliich sinfull horror workes in wounded hart. 
Her wisely comforted all that she might, 
With goodly counsell and aduisement right ; 
And streightway sent with carefull diligence, 
To fetch a Leach, the which had great insight 
In that disease of griened conscience, 

And well could cure the .same ; His name was 
Patience. 
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Wlio cornming to that soule-diseased knight, 
Could hardly him intreat, to tell his griefe t 
Which knowne, and all that noyd his heauie 
I spright 

^ Well searcht, eftsoones he gan apply reliefe 
Of salues and med’eines, which had passing 
priefe. 

And thereto added words of wondrous might : 
By which to ease he him recured briefe, 

And muAasswag’d the passion of his plight, 
That he his paine endur’d, as seeming now more 
light. 



(^mt. X. 


FAERIE Q.VEENE. 


i| 

30 


But yet the cause and root of all his ill, 

Inward corruption, and infected sin, 

Not purg’d nor heald, behind remain^ still, 
And festring sore did rankle yet within, 

Close creeping twixt the marrow and the skin. 
Which to extirpe, he laid him priuily 
Downe in a darkesome lowly place ferre in, 
•Whereas he meant his corrosiues to apply, 
Aiid with streight diet tame his stubborne 
malady. 
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In ashes and sackcloth he did array 
His daintie corse, proud humors to abate, 
And dieted with fasting euery day, 

The swelling of his wounds to mitigate, 

And made hum pray both earely and eke late : 
And euer as superfluous flesh did rot 
Amendment readie still at hand did wayt, 

To pluck it out with pincers firie whot, 

That soone in him was left no one corrupted iot. 
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And bitter Penance with an yron whip, 

Was wont him once to disple euery day : 

And sharpe Remorse his hart did pricke and 
nip. 

That drops of bloud thence like a well did play; 
And sad Repentance vsed to embay 
His bodie in salt water smarting sore, 

The filthy blots of sinne to wash away. 

So in short space they did to health restore 
The man that would not hue, but earst lay at 
deathes dore. 
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In which his torment often was so great, 

That like a Lyon he would cry and rore, 

And rend his flesh, and his owne synewes eat. 
His owne deare Vna hearing euermore 
His niefull shriekes and gronings, often tore 
Her guiltlesse garments, and her golden heare, 
For pitty of h£ paine and anguiSi sore ; 

Yet all with patience wisely she did beare ; 
For well she wist, his crime could else be neuer 
cleare. 
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Whom thus recouer’d by wise Patience, 

And trew Repentance they to Vna brought : 
Who ioyous of his cured conscience. 

Him dearely kist, and fairely eke bought 
Himselfe to chearish, and consuming thought 
To put away out of hLs careful! brest. 

By this Charissat late in child-bed brought, 
Was y/Qxen strong, and left her fruitfull nest ; 
To her fairc Vna brought this vnaoquainted 
guest. 


She was a woman in her freshest age. 

Of wondrous beauty, and of bountie rare, 
With goodly grace and comely personage. 
That was on earth not easie to compare ; 

Full of great loue, but Cupids wanton snare 
As hell she hated, cliast in worke and will ; 
Her necke and breasts were euer open hare, 
Thatay thereof her babes might sucke theirfill ; 
The rest was all in yellow robes arayed still. 
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A multitude of babes about her hong, 

Playing their sports, that ioyd her to behold, 
Whom still she fed, whiles they were weake 
and young, 

But thrust mem forth still, as they wexed old : 
And on her head she wore a tyre of gold, 
Adomd with gemmes and owches wondroUs 
faire, 

Whose passing price vneath was to be told ; 
And by her side there sate a gentle paire 
Of turtle doues, she sitting in an yuorie chairs, 
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The knight and Vna entring, faire her greet, 
And bid her ioy of that her happie brood ; 
Who themre^ites with court ’sies seemingmeet , 
And entertaines with friendly diearefull mood. 
Then Vna her besought, to be so good, 

As in her vertuous rules to schoole her knight, 
Now after all his tonnent well withstood, 

In that sad house of Penaunce, where his 
spright 

Had past the paines of hell, and long enduring 
night. 33 

She was right ioyous of her iust recjuest, 

And taking by the hand that Faenes sonne, 
Gan him instruct in euery good behest, 

Of loue, and righteousnesse, and well to donne, 
And wrath, and hatred warely to shorme. 
That drew on men Gods hatred, and his wrath, 
And many soules in dolours had fordonne : 

In which when him she well instructed hath, 
From thence to heauen she teacheth him the 
ready path. ^ 

Wherein his weaker wandring steps to guide, 
An auncient matrone she to her does all, 
Whosesober lookes her wisedome well desaidc ; 
Her name was Mercie^ well knowne ouer all. 
To be both gratious, and eke liberall : 

To whom the earefull charge of him she gaue, 
To lead aright, that he should neuer fell 
In all his wayes through this wide worldes waue, 
That Mercy in the end his righteous soulemi^t 
saue. 
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%€ godly Matrone by the hand him beares 
Forth Irom her presence, by a narrow way, 
Scattred with busby thomes, and raggeii 
breares. 

Which still before him she remou’d away. 
That nothing might his ready passage stay : 
And euer when his feet encorabred were. 

Or gan to shrinke, or from the right to stray, 
She held him fast, and firmely did vpbearc, 
As carefull Nourse her child from falling oft 
does reare. 
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Eftsoones vnto an holy Hospitall, 

That was fore by the way, she did him bring, 
In which seuen Bead-men that had vowed all 
Their life to seruice of high heauens king 
Did spend their dayes in doing godly thing : 
'Fheir gates to all were open euermore. 

That by the wearie way were traueiling, 

And one sate wayting euer them before. 

To call in commers-by, that needy were and 
pore. 
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The first of them that eldest was, and best, 

Of all the house had charge and gouernement, 
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The fourth appointed by his office was, 

Poore prisoners to relieue with gratious ayd, 
And captiues to redeeme with price of bras, 
FromTurkesand Sarazins,whichthemhadstayd; 
And though they faultie were, yet well he wayd, 
That God to vs forgiueth euery howre [layd, 
Much more then that, why they in bands were 
And he that harrowd hell with heauie stowre, 
The faultie soules from thence brought to his 
heauenly bowre. 

41 

'Die fift had charge sicke persons to attend, 
And comfort those, in point of death which lay ; 
For them most needeth comfort in the end, 
When sin, and hell, and death do most dismay 
The feeble soule departing hence away. 

All is but lost, that liuing we bestow. 

If not well ended at our dying day. 

0 man haue mind of that last bitter throw ; 
For as the tree does fall, so lyes it euer low. 
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The sixt had charge of them now being dead, 
In seemely sort their corses to engraue. 

And deck with dainty flowres their bridallbed, 


As Guardian and Steward of the rest : 

His office was to giue entertaincment 
And lodging, vnto all that came, and went . 
Not vnto such, as could him feast againe, 
And double quite, for that he on them spent, 
But such, as want of harbour did constrainc : 
Those for Gods sake his dewty was to entertaine. 

The second was as Almncr of the place. 

His office was, tlie hungry for to feed, 

And thristy giue to drinke, a worke of grace : 
He feard not once him selfe to be in need, 

Ne car’d tohoord for those, whom he did breede : 
The grace of God he layd vp still in store, 
Which as a stocke he left vnto his sccue ; 

He had enough, what need him care for more.^ 
And had he lesse, yet some he would giue to the 
pore. 
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The third had of their wardrobe custodie. 

In which were not rich tyres, nor garments gay, 
The plumes of pride, and wings of vanitie, 
But clothes meet to keepe keene could away, 
And naked nature seemely to aray ; 

With which bare wretched wights he ^yly clad, 
The images of God in earthly clay ; 

And if &t no spare doths to giue he had, 
His owne coate he would cut, and it distribute 
glad. 


That to their heauenly spouse both sweet and 
braue 

They might appeare, when he their soules 
shall saue. [mould, 

The wondrous workemanship of Gods owne 
Whose face he made,all beasts tofeare,and gaue 
All m his hand, euen dead we honour should. 
Ah dearest God me graunt, I dead be not 
defould. 
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Die .seuenth now after death and buriall done, 
Had charge the tender Orphans of the dead 
And widowes ayd, least they should be vndone: 
Infaceofiudgement he their right would plead, 
Ne ought the powre of mighty men did dread 
In their defence, nor would for gold or fee 
Bewonne their rightfiill causes downe to tread; 
And when they stood in most necessitee, 

He did sup[)ly their want, and gaue them euer 
free. 
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There when the Elfin knight arriued was> 

The first and chiefc*st of the scuen, whose care 
Was guests to welcome, towardes him did pas: 
Where seeing Mercie, that his steps vp bare, 
And alwayes led, to her with reuercnce rare 
He humbly louted in meeke lowlinesse, 

And seemely welcome for her did prepare : 
For of their order she was Patronesse, 

Albe Charissa were their chiefest founderessc. 
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There she awhile him stayes, him selfe to rest, 
'That to the rest more able he might bee : 
Buring which time, in euery good behest 
And godly worke of Aimes and charitee 
She him instructed with great industree ; 
Shortly therein so perfect he became. 

That from the first vnto the last degree, 

His mortall life he learned liad to frame 
In holy righteousnesse, without rebuke or blame. 
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Thence forward by tliat painfull way they pa.s, 
Forth to an hill, that was both steei^e and hy ‘ 
On top whereof a sacred chappell was, 

And eke a litle Hermitage thereby. 

Wherein an aged holy man did lye, 

Tliat day and night said his deuotion, 

Ne other worldly busines did apply ; 

His name was heauenly Contemplaiion ; 

Of God and goodnesse was his meditation. 
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Great grace that old man to him giuen had ; 
For God he often saw from hcauens bight. 

All were his earthly eyen both blunt and bad, 
And through great age had lost their kindly 
sight, ['upright. 

Yet wondrous quick and persant was his ' 
As Eagles eye, that can behold the Sunne : 
That hill they scale with all their |X)wre and 
might, 

Tliat his frayle thighes nigh wearie and for- 
donne 

Gan faile, but by her heipe the top at last he 

wonne. o 
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There they do finde that go<]ly aged Sire. 

With snowy lockes adowne his shoulders shed. 
As hoarie frost with sjxinglcs doth attire 
The mossy braunches of an Oke halfe dcd. 
Each bone might through In.s Ixxly well be rid, 
And euery sinew scene through his long fast : 
For nought he car’d his carcas long vnfed ; 
His mind was full of spiritual! repast. 

And pyn’d his flesh, to kcepc his body low and 
diast. 
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Wlio when these two ajiprorliing he aspidc, 

At their first presence grew agiieucd sore, 

1 hat forst him lay his heauenly thoughts aside ; 
And had he not tliat Dame resjx^cted more, 
Whom highly ho did reuercnce and adore, 

He would not once haue moued for the knight. 
Hiey him saluted standing far afore ; 

Who well them greeting, humbly did requight, 
And asked, to what end they clomu that tedious 
height. 
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What end (quoth she) should cause vs take such 
paine. 

But that same end, which euery liuing wight 
Should make his marke,high heauentoattaine ? 
Is not from hence the way, that leadeth right 
To that most glorious house, that glistreth bright 
With burning starres, and euerliuing fire. 
Whereof the keyes are to thy hand behight 
By wise Fidelia ? she doth thee require. 

To shew it to this knight, according his desire. 
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Thrise hapjiy man, said then the father graue, 
Whose staggering steps thy steady hand doth 
lead, 

And shewes the way, his sinfull soule to saue. 
Who better can the way to heauen aread. 
Then thou thy selfe, that was both borne and bred 
In heauenly throne, where thousand Angelsshine ? 
Thou doest the prayers of the righteous sead 
Present before the maiestie diuine. 

And his auenging wrath to clemencie incline. 
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Yet since thou bidst, thy pleasure shalbe donne. 
Then come thou man of earth, and see the way, 
That neuer yet was scene of Faeries sonne, 
That neuer leads the traueiler astray, 

But after labours long, and sad delay, 

Brings them to loyous rest and endlesse blis. 
But first thou must a season fast and pray, 
Till from her bands the spright assoiled is. 
And haue her strength recur’d from fraile in* 
firmitis. 
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That done, he leads him to the highest Mount ; 
Such one, as that same mighty man of God, 
That bloud-red billowes like a walled front 
On either .side dFj^arted with his rod. 

Till that his army dry-foot through them yod, 
Dwelt fortie dayes vjxin ; where writ in stone 
With bloudy letters by the hand of God, 

The bitter doomc of death and balefull mone 
He did receiiic, whiles flashing fire about him 
slione. 
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Or like that sacred hill, whose head full hie, 
Adornd with fruitfull Oliucsall arownd, 

Is, as it were for endlesse memory 

Of that dcare Lord, who oftthereon wasfownd, 

For euer with a flowring girlond crownd : 

Or like that pleasaunt Mount, that is for ay 
Tlirough famous Poets verse each where re- 
nownd, 

On which the thrise three learned Ladies play 
Their heauenly notes, and make full many a 
louely lay. 
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From thence, far off he vnto him did shew 
A litle path, tiiat was both steepe and long, 
Which to a goodly Citie led his vew ; 

Whose wals and towres were builded high and 
strong 

Of perle and precious stone, that earthly tong 
Cannot describe, nor wit of man am tell ; 
Too high a ditty for my simple song ; 

The Citie of the great king hight it well, 
Wherein eternall peace and happinessc doth 
dwell. 
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As he thereon, stood gazing, he might see 
The blessed Angels to and fro descend 
From highest heauen, in gladsome companee. 
And with great loy into that Cuie wend, 

As commonly as friend does with his frend. 
Whereat he wondred much, and gan enquere, 
What stately building durst so high extend 
Fler loftie towres vnto the starry sphere, 

And what vnknowen nation there empeopled 
were. 
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Faire knight (quoth he) Hterusalm that is, 

. The new Hierusalm, that God has built 
For those to dwell in, that are chosen his, 
His chosen people purg’d from sinfull guilt, 
With pretious bloud, which cruelly was spilt 
On cursed tree, of tliat vnspotted lam, 

That for the sinnes of all the world was kilt : 
Now are they Saints all in that Citie sam. 
More deare vnto their God, then younglings to 
their dam. 
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Till now, said then the knight, I weened well. 
That great CUopolis, where I haue beene, 

In which that fairest Faerie Queene doth dwell, 
The fairest Citie was, that might be scene ; 
And that bright towreallbuilt of christallcleene, 
Pantheat seemd the brightest thing, that was ; 
But now by proofe all otherwise I weene ; 
For this great Citie that does far surpas. 

And this bright Angels towre quite dims that 
towre of glas. 

Most trew, then said the holy aged man ; 

Yet is CUopolis for earthly frame, 

The hiirest peece, that eye beholden can : 
And well bc^mes all knights of noble name, 
That couct in th’immortall booke of fame 
To be eternized, that same to haunt, 
Aiiddocn their scruice to that soueraigne Dame, 
That gloric does to them for guerdon graunt : 
For she is heaucnly borne, and heauen may 
iustly vaunt. 
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And thou faireymp,sprongout from English race. 
How euer now accompted Elfins sonne, 

Well worthy doest thy scruice for her grace. 
To aide a virgin desolate foredonne. 

But when thou famous victorie hast wonne, 
And high emongst all knights hast hong thy 
shield. 

Thenceforth thesuit of earthly conquest shonne, 
And wash thy hands from guilt of bloudy field: 
For bloud can nought but sin, and wars but 
sorrowes yield. 

Then seeke this path, that I to thee presage. 
Which after all to heauen shall thee send ; 
Then peaceably thy painefull pilgrimage 
To yonder same Hterusalem do bend. 

Where is for thee ordaind a blessed end : 

For thou emongst those Saints, whom thou 
doest see, 

Shalt be a Saint, and thine owne nations frend 
And Patrone : thou Saint 6><?rg^shaltcallefl bcc, 
.Saint George of mery England, the signe ol 
victoree. 

Vnworthy wretch (quoth he) of so great grace, 
How dare I thinke such glory to attaine ? 
These that haue it attaind, were in like cace 
((Juoth he) as wretched, and liu’d in like paine. 
But deeds of armes must I at last be fame. 
And Ladies lone to leaue so dearely bought ? 
Wliat need of armes, where peace doth av 
remaine, 

(Said he) and battailes none are to be fought ? 
As for loose loues are vaine, and vanish into 
nought. 

0 let me not (quoth he) then turne againe 
Backe to the world, whose ioyes so fruitlesse 
are ; 

But let me here for aye in peace remaine, 

Or streight way on that last long voyage fare. 
That nothing may my present hope empare. 
That may not be (said he) ne maist thou yit 
Forgo that royall maides bequeathed care. 
Who did her cause mlo thy hand commit, 
Till from her cursed foe thou haue her freely 
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Then shall I soone,(quoth he) so God me grace, 
Abet that virgins cause disconsolate, 

And shortly l»cke returne vnto this place 
To walke this wav in Pilgrims poore estate. 
But now aread, old father, why of late 
Didst thou behight me borne of £ngli.sh blood, 
Whom all a Faeries sonne doen nominate ? 
That word shall I (said he) auouchen good, 
Sith to thee is vnknowne the cradle of thy brood. 
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For well I wote, thou spnngst from ancient race 
. Of Saxon kings, that haue with mightie hand 
And many bloudie battailes fought in place 
High reard their royall throne in Brilane land, 
And vanquisht them, vnable to withstand : 
From thence a Faerie thee vnweeting reft. 
There as thou slepst in tender swadling band, 
And her base Elfin brood there for thee left. 
Such men do Chaungelings call, so chaungd by 
Faeries theft. 
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T,|ience she thee brought into this Faerie lond, 
And in an heaped furrow did thee hyde, 
.Where thee a Ploughman all vnweeting fond, 
As he his toylesome teme that way did guyde, 
Arid brought thee vp in ploughmans state 
. to byde. 

Whereof Georgos he thee gaue to name ; 

Till prickt with courage, and thy forces pryde, 
To Faery court thou cam’st to secke for fame, 
And proue thy puissaunt armes, as seemes thee 
best became. 
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0 holy Sire (quoth he) how shall I quight 
Tlie many fauours I with thee haue found, 
That hast my name and nation red aright. 
And taught the way that does to heauen bound? 
This said, adowne he looked to the ground. 
To haue retumd, but dazed were his eyne, 
Through passing brightnessc, which did quite 
confound 

His feeble sence, and too exceeding shyne. 

So darke are earthly things compard to things 
diuine. 
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At last whenas himselfe he gan to find. 

To Vna back he cast him to retire ; 

Who him awaited still with pensiue mind. 
Great thankes and goodly meed to that good 
syre, 

He thence departing gaue for his fiaines hyre. 
So came to Fna, who him ioyd to .see, 

And after litle rest, gan him desire. 

Of her aduenture mindfull for to bee. 

So leaue they take of Ccelia, and her daughters 
three 




Cant. XI. 

The knight with that old Dragon fights 
two dayes incessantly : 

The third him ouerthrowes, and gayns 
most glorious victory. 

1 

High time now gan it wex for Vna faire, 

To thinke of those her captiue Parents deare, 
And their forwasted kingdome to repaire : 
Whereto whenas they now approched nearc, 
Withhartie words her knightshe gan to cheare, 
And in her modest manner thus bespake ; 
Deare knight, as dearc, as euer kni ght was deare, 
That all these sorrowes suffer for my sake, 
fligh heauen behold the tedious toylc, ye for 
me take. 
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Now are we come vnto my natiue soyle, 

And to the place, where all our perils dwell . 
Here liaunts that feend, and does his dayly 
spoyle, 

Therefore henceforth be at your keeping well, 
And euer ready for your foeman fell. 

The sparke of noble courage now awake. 

And striue your excellent selfe to cxcell ; 
That shall ye euermore renowraed make, 
Aboue all knights on earth, that batteill 
vnderlake. 

3 

And pointing forth, lo yonder is (said she) 

The brasen towre in which my parents deare 
For dread of that huge feend emprisond be, 
Whom I from far see on the walles appeare, 
Whose sight my f eeblesoule doth greatly cheare: 
And on the top of all I do espye 
The watchman wayting tydings glad to hearc, 
That 0 my parents might I happily 
Vnto you bring, to ease you of your misery. 

4 

With that they heard a roaring hideous sound, 
That all the ayre with terrour filled wide. 
And seemd vneath toshake thestedfastgroimd. 
Eftsoones that dreadfull Drawn they espide. 
Where stretcht he lay vpon the sunny side 
Of a great hill, himselfe like a great lull. 

But all so soone, as he from far desende 
Those glistring armes, that heauen with light 
did fill, 

He rousd himselfe full With, and hastned them 
vntill. 
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Then bad the knight his Lady yede aloofe, 
And to an hill her selfe with draw aside, 
From whence she might behold that battailles 
proof 

And eke be safe from daunger far descryde : 
She him obayd, and turnd a little wyde. 

Now 0 thou sacred Muse, most learned Dame, 
Faire ympe of Phoebus^ and his aged bride. 
The Nourse of time, and euerlasting fame. 
That warlike hands cnnoblcst with immortall 
name ; ^ 

0 gently come into my feeble brest, 

Come gently, but not with that mighty rage. 
Wherewith themartiall troupes thou doest infest, 
And harts of gjreat Heroes doest enrage, 
Thatnoughttlieir kindled courage may aswage, 
Sooneasthydreadfull troinpe begins tosownd ; 
The God of warre with his fiers equipage 
Thou doest awake, sleepe neuer he so sownd, 
And scared nations doest with liorrour sterne 
astownd. 

7 

Faire Goddesse lay that furious lit aside, 

Till I of warres and bloudy Mars do sing, 
Aid Briton fields with Sarazin blond bedyde, 
Twixt that great faery Queene and Paynimkirig, 
That with their horrourheauen and earth did 
ring, 

A worke of labour long, and cndlesse prayse : 
But now a while let downe that haughtiestring, 
And to my tunes thy second tenor rayse, 
'I’hat I this man of God his godly armes may 
blaze. g 

By this the dreadfull Beast drew nigh to hand, 
Halfe flying, and halfc footing in his luLst, 
That with his largenesse measured much land. 
And made wide shadow vnder his huge wast ; 
As mountaine doth the valley ouercast. 
Approching nigh, he reared high afore 
His body monstrous, horrible, and vast, 
Whicli to increase his wondrous great nesse more, 
VVas swolne with wrath, and j/oysori, and with 
bloudy gore. ^ 

And ouer, all with brasen .scales was armd, 
Like plated coate of stcele, so couched neare, 
That nought mote percc, ne might his cor.se be 
harmd 

With dint of sword, nor push of pointed speare ; 
Wliich as an Eagle, seeing pray appeare. 

His aery plumes doth rouze, full rudely dight. 
So shaked he, that liorrour was to heare. 

For as the clashing of an Armour bright. 

Such noyse his rouzed scales did send vnto the 
knight. 


10 

His flaggy wings when forth he did display, 
Were like two sayles, in which the hollow wynd 
Is gathered full, and worketh speedy way : 
And eke the pennes, that did his pineons bynd. 
Were like mayne-yards,with flying canuas lynd. 
With which whenas him list the ayre to beat. 
And there by force vnwonted passage find, 
The cloudes before him fled for terrour great, 
And all the heaueiis stood still amazed with his 
threat. 

11 

His huge long tayle wound vp in hundred foldes, 
Does ouerspred his long bras-scaly backe, 
Wliose wreathed boiights when euer he vn- 
foldes. 

And thickc entangled knots adowndocsslacke, 
Bespotted as with shields of red and blacke, 
It sweepeth all the land behind him farre. 
And of three furlongs does but litle lacke ; 
And at the point two stings in-fixed arre, 
Both deadly sharpe, that sharpest steelc ex- 
ceeden farre. 

12 

But stings and sharp(*st steele did far exceed 
The sharpnesse of liis crucll rending clawes ; 
Dead was it sure, as sure as death in deed, 
Whatcuer thing docs touch hisrauenouspawes. 
Or what within his reach he euer drawes. 

But his most hideous head my toung to tell 
Does tremble : for his deepe dcuouring iawes 
Wide gaped, like the gricsly mouth of hell, 
Throughwhichintohisdarkeabisscallrauinfell. 

And that more wondrous was, in either law 
Three ranckes of yron teeth enraunged were, 
In which yet trickling bloud and gobbets row 
Of late deuoured bodies did appeare. 

That sight thereof bred cold congealed feare : 
Which to increase, and all atonce to kill, 
Afloudofsmootheringsmokcandsulphursearc 
Out of his stinking gorge forth stcemed still, 
That all the ayre about with smoke and stench 
did fill. 

M 

I Iis blazing eyc*s, like two bright shining shields, 
Did buriic with wrath, and sparkled lining fy re; 
As two broad Beacons, set in open fields, 
Send forth their flames farre off to euery shyre, 
And warning giue, that enemies conspyre, 
With fire and sword the region to inuadc ; 

So flam’d his cyne with rage and rancorous y re: 
But farre within, as in a hollow glade, 

Those glanng lampes were set, that made a 
dreadfull sliade. 
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So dreadfully he towards him did pas, 
Forelifting vp aloft his speckled brest, 

And often bounding on the brused gras, 

As for great ioyance of his newcome guest. 
Eftsoones he gan aduance his haughtie crest, 
As cliaufled Bore his bristles doth vpreare. 
And shoke his scales to battell readie drest; 
That made the Redcrosse knight nigh quake 
for feare, 

As bidding bold defiance to his foeman neare. 

16 

The knight gan fairelv couch his steadie speare, 
And fiercely ran at him with rigorous might : 
The pointed steele arriuing rudely theare, 

His harder hide would neither perce, nor bight, 
But glauncing by forth passed forward right ; 
Yet sore amoued with so puissant push, 

The wrathful! beast about him turned light, 
And him so rudely passing by, did brush 
With his long tayle, tliat horse and man to 
ground did rush. 

17 

Both horse and man vp lightly rose againe, 
And fresh encounter towards him addrest : 
But th’idle stroke yet backe recoyld in vaine, 
And found no place his deadly point to rest. 
Exceeding rage enflam’d the furious beast, 
To be auenged of so great despight ; 

For neuer felt his imjxirceable brest 
So wondrous force, from hand of liuing wight ; 
Yet liad he prou’d the powre of many a puis- 
sant knight. 

Then with his waumg wings displayed wyde, 
Himselfe vp high he lifted from the ground, 
And with strong flight did forcibly diuide 
The yielding aire, wnich nigh too feeble found 
Her flitting partes, and element vnsound, 

To bcare so great a weight : he cutting way 
With his broad sayles, about himsoared round : 
At last low stouping with vnweldie sway, 
Snatcht vp both horse and man, to bcare them 
quite away. 

T ^9 

Long he them bore aboue the subject plainc, 
So farre as Ewghen bow a .shaft may send, 
Till struggling strong did him at last con- 
straine. 

To let them downe before his flightes end : 

As hagard hauke presuming to contend 
With hardie fowle, aboue his hable might, 
His wearie pounces all in vaine doth spend. 
To trusse tlie pray too heauie for his flight ; 
Yhich comming downe to ground, does free it 
selfe by fight. 


20 

He so disseized of his gryping grosse. 

The knight his thrillant speare againe assayd 
In his bras-plated body to embosse. 

And three mens strength vnto the stroke lie layd; 
Wherewith the stifle beame quaked, as affrayd, 
And glauncing from his scaly necke, did glyde 
Close vnder his left wing, then broad displayd 
'fhe percing steele there wrought a wound full 
wyde. 

That with the vneouth smart the Monster 
lowdly cryde. 

He cryde, as raging seas are wont to rorc, 
When wintry storme his wrathfull wreck Bex'S 
threat, 

The rolling billowes beat the ragged shore, 

As they the earth would shoulder from her seal , 
And greedie gulfe docs gape, as he would eat 
His neighbour element in his reuenge : 

Then gm the blustring brethren boldly threat, 
To moue the world from ofl his stedfast henge, 
And boystrous battell make, each other to 
auenge. 22 

The steely head stucke fast still in his flesh, 
Till with his cruell clawes he snatcht the wood, 
And quite a sunder broke. Forth flowed fresh 
A gushing riuer of blacke goarie blood, 

Tlwt drowned all the land, whereon he stood; 
The streame thereof w'ould driue a water-mill 
Trebly augmented was his furious mood 
With bitter sense of his deepe rooted ill, 

That flames of fire he threw forth from his large 
nosethnll. 

23 

His hideous tayle then hurled he about, 

And therewith all enwrapt the nimble ihyes 
Of his froth-fomy steed, whose courage stout 
.Striuing to loose the knot, that fast him tycs, 
Himselfe in streighter bandcs too rash implyt's, 
'fhat to the ground he is perforce constraynd 
To throw his rider : who can quickly ryse 
From off the earth, with durty bloud distaynd, 
For that reproch full fall rightfowly hedisdaynd. 

. 

And fiercely tookc his trenchand blade in hand, 
With which he stroke so furious and so fell. 
Tliat nothing seemd the puissance could with- 
stand : 

Vpon his crest the hardned yron fell, 

But his more hardned crest was armd so well. 
That deeper dint therein it would not make ; 
Yet so extremely did the buffe him quell, 
lliat from thenceforth he shund the like to 
take, [forsake. 

But when he saw them come, he did them still 
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The knight was wrath to see his stroke beguyld. 
And smoteagaine with more outrageous might; 
But backe againe the sparckling steele recoyld, 
And left not any marke, where it did light ; 
As if in Adamant rocke it had bene pight. 
The beast impatient of his smarting wound, 
And of so fierce and forcible despight, 

' Thought with his wings to stye aboue the 
ground ; 

But his late wounded wing vmseruiceable found. 
26 

Tlien full of griefe and anguish vehement, 

He lowdly brayd, that like was neuer heard. 
And from his wide deuoiiring ouen sent 
A flake of fire, that flashing in his beard, 

Him all amazd, and almost made affeard ; 
The scorching flame sore swinged all his face, 
And through his armour all his bodie seard, 
Tliat he could not endure so cruell cace. 

But thought his armes to leaue, and helmet to 
vnlace. 

2 / 

Not that great Champion of the antique world, 
Whom, famous Poetes verse so much doth vaunt, 
And hath for twelue huge labours high extold. 
So ihany furies and sharpe fits did haunt. 
When him thepoysoned garment did enchaunt 
With Cenlaures bloud, and bloudic verses 
charm’d, 

As did this knight twelue thousand dolours 
daunt, [arm’d, 

Whom fyrie steele now burnt, that earst him 
That erst him goodly arm’d, now most of all 
him harm’d. 

Faint, wearie, sore, em boy led, grieued, brent 
With heat, toyle, wounds, armes, smart, and 
inward fire 

That neuer man such mischiefes did torment ; 
Death better were, death did he oft desire. 
But death will neuer come, when needes require. 
Whom so dismayd when that his foe beheld, 
He cast to suffer him no more respire. 

But gan his sturdie sterne about to weld. 

And him so strongly stroke, that to the ground 
him feld. 

. ^ 

It fortuned (as faire it then befell) 

Behind his backe vnweeting, where he stv'Hxi, 
Of aundent time there was a springing well. 
From which fast trickled forth a siluer flood. 
Full of great vertues, and for med’dne good. 
W'hylomc, before that cursed Dragon got 
That happie land, and all with innocent blood 
Defyld those sacred wanes, it rightly hot 
The well of lifet ne yet his vertues haid forgot. 


For vnto life the dead it could restore. 

And guilt of sinfull crimes cleane wash away, 
Those that with sicknesse were infected sore, 
It could recure, and aged long decay 
Renew, as one were borne that very day. 
Both Sib this, and Iordan did excell, 

And th*EnglishBfl/A,and eke the german 
Ne can Cepkise^ nor Hebrus match this well : 
Into the same the knight backe ouerthrowen, 
tell. 

Now ^n the golden ^luebus for to steepe 
His lierie face in billowes of the west, 

And his faint steedes watred in Ocean deei>e, 
Whiles from thdr iournall labours they did 
rest. 

When that infernall Monster, hauing kest 
His wearie foe into that lining well, 

Can high aduance his broad discoloured brest, 
Aboue his wonted pitch, with countenance fell. 
And clapt his yron wings, as victor he did 
dwell. 

32 

Which when his pensiue Ladie saw from farre, 
Great woe and sorrow did her soule assay, 

As weening that the sad end of the warre, 
And gan to highest God entirely pray, 

That feared chance from her to tume away ; 
With folded hands and knees full lowly bent 
All nightshewatcht,ne once adowne would lay 
Her daintie limbs in her sad dreriment, 

But praying still did wake, and waking did 
lament. 

33 

The morrow next gan early to appearc, 

That Titan rose to runne his daily race ; 

But earlv ere the morrow next gan rearc 
Out of the sea faire Titans deawy face, 

Vp rose the gentle virgin from her place, 

And looked all about, if she might spy 
Her loued knight to moue his manly pace ; 
For she had great doubt of his safety, 

Since late she saw him fall before his enemy. 


At last she saw, where he vpstarted braue 
Out of the well, wherein he drenched lay ; 

As Eagle fresh out of the Ocean waue, 

Where he hath left his plumes all hoary gray. 
And deckt himselfe with feathers youthiv gay, 
Like Eyas hauke vp mounts vnto the skies, 
His newly budded pineons to assay, 

And marueiles at himselfe, still as he flies : 

So new this new-borne knight to battell new 
did rise. 
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Whom when the damned feend so fresh did spy, 
No wonder if he wondred at the sight, 

And doubted, whether his late enemy 
It were, or other new supplied knight. 

He, now to proue his late renewed might, 

High brandishing his bright deaw-burning 
blade, 

Vpon his CTested scalpe so sore did smite, 

That to the scull a yawning wound it made : 
The deadly dint his dulled senses all dismaid. 

36 

1 wote not, whether tlie reuenging Steele 
Were hardned with that holy water dew, 
Wherein he fell, or sharper edge did feele, 

Or his baptized hands now greater grew ; 

Or other secret vertue did ensew ; 

Else neuer could the force of fleshly arme, 

Nc molten mettall in his bloud embrew : 

For till that stownd could neuer wight him 
harme, 

Ry subtilty, nor slight, nor might, nor mighty 
charme. 

37 

The cruell wound enraged him so sore, 

That loud he yelled for exceeding paine ; 

As hundred ramping Lyons seem’d to rore, 
Whom rauenous hunger did thereto constraine: 
Tlien gan he tosse aloft his stretched traine. 
And therewith scourge the buxome aire so sore, 
'Hiat to his force to yeelden it was faine ; 

Ne ought his sturdiestrokesmight stand afore, 
Ihat high trees ouerthrew, and rocks in peeces 
tore. ^ 

The same aduauncing high aboue his head, 
With sharpe intended sting so rude him smot, 
That to the earth him droue, as stricken dead, 
Ne liuing wight would haue him life behot : 
The mortall sting his angry needle shot 
Quite through his shield, and in his shoulder 
seasd. 

Where fast itstucke,ne would there out be got: 
The griefe thereof him wondrous sore diseasd, 
might his ranckling paine with patience be 
appeasd. 

Rut yet more mindfuil of his honour deare, 
Then of the grieuoussmart, which himdid wring, 
From loathed soile he can him lightly reare, 
And stroue to loose the farre infixed sting : 
Which when in vainc he tryde with stniggeling, 
Inflam’d with wrath, his raging blade he heft, 
And strooke so strongly, that the knotty string 
Of his huge taile he quite a sunder cleft, 

''iue ioynts thereof he hewd, and but the stump 
him left. 


40 


Hart cannot thinke, what outrage, and wlrat cryes, 
With fouleentouldred smoake and flashing lire, 
The hell-bred beast threw forth vnto the skyes, 
That all was couered with darknesse dire : 
Then fraught with rancour, and engorged ire, 
He cast at once him to auenge for all, 

And gathering vp himselfe out of the mire, 
With his vneuen wings did fiercely fall 
Vpon his sunne-bright shield, and gript it fast 
withall. 

41 

Much was the man encombred with his hold, 

In feare to lose his weapon in his paw, 

Ne wist yet, how his talants to vnfold ; 

Nor harder was from Cerberus greedie iaw 
To plucke a bone, then from his cruell claw 
To reaue by strength the griped gage away : 
Thrise he assayd it from his foot to draw, 

And thrise in vaine to draw it did assay, 

It booted nought to thinke, to robbe him of bis 
pray. 

Tito when he saw no power might preuaile, 

His trustie sword he cald to his last aid, 
Wherewith he fiercely did his foe assaile, 

And double blowes about him stoutly laid, 
That glauncing fire out of the yron plaid ; 

As sparckles from the Anduile vse to fly, 
Whenheauiehammers on the wedge are swaid; 
Therewith at last he forst him to vnty 
One of his grasping feete, him todefend thereby. 

43 

The other foot, fast fixed on his shield, 
Whenas no strength, nor stroks mote him 
constraine 

To loose, ne yet the warlike pledge to yield, 
He smot thereat with all his might and maine, 
That nought so wondrous puissance might 
sustaine ; 

Vpon the ioynt the lucky steele did light, 
And made such way, that hewd it quite in 
twaine ; 

Tlie paw yet missed not his minisht might, 
But hong still on the shield, as it at first was 
P'e’“- 44 

For griefe thereof, and diuelish despight, 
From his infernall foumace forth he threw 
Huge flames, that dimmed all the heauens light, 
Enrold in duskish smoke and brimstone bleW ; 
As burning Jefna from his boyling stew 
Doth belch out flames, and rockes in peeces broke, 
And ragged ribs of mountaines molten new, 
Enwrapt in coleblacke clouds and filthy smoke, 
That all the land with stencli, and heauen with 
horror choke. 
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Ttie lieate whereof, and harmefull pestilence 
So sore him noyd, that forst him to retire 
\ little backward for his best defence, 

'fo saue his bodie from the scorching fire, 
Which he from hellish entnules did expire. 

1 1 chan ns t (e ternall God tha t chaunce didgiiide) 
\s he rccoyled backward, in the mire 
His nigh forwearied feeble feet did slide. 

And downe he fell, with dread of shame sore 

terrifide. . 

46 

riiere grew a goodly tree him faire beside, 
Ixiaden with fruit and ap[)lcs rosie red. 

As they in pure vermilion had beene dide. 
Whereof great vertucs ouer all were red ; 

For happie life to all, which thereon fed, 

And life eke euerlasting did befall : 

Great God it planted in that blessed sted 
With his almightie hand, and did it rail 
The tree of life, the crime of our first fathers fall. 

In all the w’orld like was not to be found, 

Saue in that soile, where all good things did 
grow, 

And freely sprong out of the fruitfull ground, 
As incorrupted Nature did them sow. 

Till that dread Dragon all did ouerthrow. 
Another like faire tree eke grew thereby, 
Whereof who so did cat, eftsoones did know 
Both good and ill : 0 mornefull memory : 
That tree through one mans fault hath doen vs 
all tody. ^3 

From that first tree forth flowd, as from a well, 
A trickling streame of Ikilnie, most soueraine 
And dai n t le dea re , wh ich on t he grou nd St ill fell , 
And ouerflowed all the fertill plainc, 

As it had deawed bene with timely raine; 

Life and long health that gratious ointment 
gaue. 

And deadly woundes could heaie, and rcare 
againe 

The senselesse corse appointed for the graue. 
Into that same he fell ; which did from death 
him saue. 

49 I 

For nigh thereto the euer damned beast 
Durst not approch, for he was deadly made, 
And all that life preserued, did detest : ] 

Yet he it oft aduentur’d to inuade. 

By this the drouping daydight gan to fade, 
And yecld his roome to sad succeeding night, 
Who with her sable mantle gan to shade 
The face of earth, and wayes of lining wight, 
And high her burning torch set vp in heauen 
bright. 


50 

When gentle Vna saw the second fall 
Of her deare knight, who wearie of long fight. 
And faint tlirough losse of bloud, mou’d not at 
ail, 

But lay as in a dreame of deepe delight, 
liesmeard with pretious Balme, whose ver- 
tuous might 

Did healc his wounds, and scorching heat alay, 
Agarne she stricken was with sore affright. 
And for his safetie gan deuoutly pray ; 

And watch the noyous night, and wait for 
loyous day. 

The ioyous day gan early to appeare, 

And faire Aurora from the deawy bc-d 
Of aged Tilhone gan her selfe to reare, 

With rosiecheekes, forslrame as blushing red ; 
Her golden lockes for haste were loosely shed 
About her eares, when Vna her did marke 
Clymbe to her charet, all with flowers spred, 
From heauen high to chase the chearclessedarke; 
With merry note her loud salutes the mounting 
larke. 

52 

Tlien freshly vp arose the doughtie knight, 
All healed of his hurts and woundes wide, 
And did hirnsclfe to battcll readie dight ; 
Whose early foe awaiting him beside 
To haue deuourd, so soone as day he spyde, 
Wlien now he saw hirnsclfe so freshly reare, 
As if late fight had nought him damnifyde, 
lie woxe dismayd, and gan his fate to feare ; 
Nathlesse with wonted rage he him aduaunced 
neare. 

53 . . 

And in his first encounter, gaping wide, 

He thought attoncehim to haue swallowdquight, 
And ruslit vjxm him with outragious pride ; 
Whohimr’encountringrierce,ashaukeinflight, 
Perforce rebutted backc. The weapon bright 
Taking aduantage of his open iaw, 

Kan through his mouth with so importune might, 
That deepe emperst his darksome hollow maw, 
And back retyrd,his life bloud forth with all did 
draw. 

54 

So downe he fell, and forth his life did breath, 
That vanisht into smoke and cloudes swift ; 
So downe he fell, that th’earth him vnderneath 
Did grone, as feeble so great load to lift ; 

So downe he fell, as an huge rockie clift, 
Whose false foundation waues haue washt away, 
Withdreadfull |X)yse is from themayneland rift, 
And rolling downe, great iY^p/Mfwdoth dismay; 
So downe he fell, and like an heaped mountaine 
lay. 
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The knight himselfe euen trembled at his fall, 
So huge and horrible a masse it seem’d ; 

And his deare Ladie, that beheld it all, 

Durst not approch for dread, which she mis- 
deem'd, 

But yet at last, when as the direfull feend 
She saw not stirre, off-sliaking vaine affright. 
She nigher drew, and saw that ioyous end : 
Then God she praysd, and thankt her faithfull 
knight. 

That had atchieu’d so great a conquest by lus 
might. 

Cant. XII. 

Fatre Vnaio the Redcrosse knight 
belroulked is with ioy : 

Though false Duessa it to harre 
her false sleights doe imploy, 

I 

Behold [ see the hauen nigh at hand, 

To which I meane my wearie course to bend ; 
Verethemaineshete,and beare vpwith the land, 
The which afore is fairely to be kend. 

And seemeth safe from stormes, that may offend ; 
There this faire virgin wearie of her way 
Must landed be, now at her iourneyes end : 
There eke my feeble barke a while may stay, 
Till merry wind and weather call her thence 
away. ^ 

Scarscly had Phoebus m the glooming East 
Yet harnessed his firie-footed teeme, 

Ne reard aboue the earth his flaming creast, 
When the last deadly smoke aloft did stcemc. 
That signe of last outbreathed life did seeme 
Vnto die watchman on the castle wall ; 

Who thereby dead thatbalefull Bc^astdiddecme, 
And U) his Lord and Ladie lowd gan call. 

To tell, how he had scene the Dragons fatall fall. 

3 

Vprose with hastie ioy, and feeble speed 
That aged Sire, the Lord of all that land, 

And looked forth, to weet, if true indeede 
Those tydings were, as he did vnderstand, 
Which whenas true by tryall he out fond, 

He bad to open wyde his brazen gate, 

Which long time had bene shu t , and out of bond 
Proclaymed ioy and peace through all his state; 
Por dead now was their foe, which them for- 
rayed late. 


Then gan triumphant Trompets sound on hie. 
That sent to heauen the ecchoed reiwrt 
Of their new ioy, and happie victorie 
Gainst him, that had them long opprest with 
And fast imprisoned in sieged fort. [tort, 
Then all the people, as in solernrie feast. 

To him assembled with one full consort, 
Reioycing at the fall of that great beast. 

From whose eternall bondage now they were 
relcast. 

.5 

Forth came that auncient Lordand aged Queene, 
Arayd in antique robes downe to the ground, 
And sad habiliments right well beseene ; 

A noble crew about them waited round 
Of sage and sober Peres, all grauely gownd ; 
Whom farre before did march a goodly band 
Of tall young men, all hable arrnes to sownd, 
But now they laurell braunches bore in hand ; 
Glad signe of victorie and peace in all their land. 

6 

Vnto that doughtie Conquerour they came. 
And him before thernselucs prostrating low, 

I Their Lord and Patroneloud did himproclame, 

I And at his feet their laurell boughes did throw. 
Soone after them all dauncing on a row 
The comely virgins came, with girlands dight, 
As fresh as flowres in medow greene do grow, 
W hen morning dcaw vpon their leaues doth light: 
And in their hands sweet Timbrels all vpheld on 
hight. 

And them before, the fry of children young 
TheirwantonsporNand childish mirth did play, 
And to the Maydens sounding tymbrels sung 
In well attuned notes, a ioyous lay, 

And made dclightfull musicke all tFe way, 
Vntill they came, where that faire virgin stood; 
As faire Diana in fresh sommers day 
Bcix)lds her Nymphcs,enraung’d in shadie wood, 
Some wrestle, some do run, some bathe in 
christall flood 

8 

So she beheld those maydens meriment 
With chearefuU vew ; who when to her they 
came, 

Themsclues to ground with gratious humblesse 
And her ador’d by honorable name, [bent, 
Lifting to heauen her eucrlasting fame ; 

Then on her head they set a girland greene, 

Andcrowned hertwixtearnestand twixtgame; 
Who in her selfe-resemWance well beseene, 
Did seeme such, as she was, a goodly maiden 
Queene. 
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And after, all the raskall many ran, 

Heaped together in rude rablement. 

To see the face of that victorious man ; 
Whom all admired, as from heauen sent, 

And gazd vpon with gaping wonderment. 

But when they came, where that dead Dragon lay, 
Stretcht on the ground in monstrous large extent. 
The sight with idle feare did them dismay, 
Ne durst approch him nigh, to touch, or once 

.0 

Some feard,and fled;somefeardand welhtfaynd; 
One tliat would wiser seeme, then all the rest, 
Warnd himnot touch,for yet jierliaps reraaynd 
Some lingring life within his hollow brest. 

Or in his wombe might lurke some hidden nest 
Of many Dragonets, his fruitfull seed ; 
Another said, that in his eyes did rest 
Yet sparckling fire, and bad thereof take heed; 
Another said, he saw him moue his eyes indeed. 

11 

One mother, when as her foolehardie chyld 
Did come too neare, and with his talants play, 
llalfe dead through feare, her litle babereuyld, 
And to her gossips gan in counsell say ; 

How can I tell, but that his talants may 
Yet scratch my sonne, or rend his tender hand ? 
So diuersly themselues in vaine they fray ; 
Whiles some more bold, to measure him nigh 
stand, 

To proue how many acres he did spread of land. 
12 

Thus flocked all the folke him round about. 
The whiles that hoarie king, with all his traine, 
Being arriued, where that champion stout 
After his foes defeasance did remaine. 

Him goodly greetes, and faire does entertaine. 
With princely gifts of yuorie and gold, 

And thousand lhankes him ycelds for all his 
pame. 

Then when his daughter deare he does behold, 
Her dearely doth imbrace,and kisseth manifold. 

U 

And after to his Pallace he them brings, 

With shaumes, and trompets, and with 
Clarions sweet ; 

And all the way the ioyous people sings. 

And with their garments strowes the paued street; 
Whence mounting vp,they find purueyancemeet 
Of all, that royall Princes court became. 

And all the floore was vndemeath their feet 
Bespred with costly scarlot of great name. 

On which they lowly sit, and fitting purpose 
frame. 


14 

What needs me tell their feast and goodly guizc, 
In which was nothing riotous nor vaine i 
What needs of damtie dishes to deuize. 

Of comely seruices, or courtly trayne ? 

My narrow leaues cannot in them containe 
The large discourse of royall Princes state. 
Yet was theirmanner then but bare and plainer 
For th’antique world excesseand pride did hate; 
Such proud luxurious pompe is swollen vp but 
late. ,5 

Then when with meates and drinkes of cuery 
kindc 

Their feruent appetites they quenched had, 
That auncient Lord gan fit occasion finde. 

Of straunge aduentures, and of perils sad, 
Which in his trauell him befallen had, 

For to demaund of his renowmed guest : 

Who then with vttTance graue, and count’n- 
ance sad, 

From point to point, as is before exprest, 
Discourst his voyage long, according his rc- 
quest. 

Great pleasure mixt with pittifull regard, 

That godly King and Queene did passionate', 
Whiles they his pittifull aduentures heard, 
That oft they did lament his luckJesse state. 
And often blame the too importune fate. 
That heapd on him somany wrathfull wreakes : 
For neucr gentle knight, as he of late, 

So tossed was in fortunes cruell freakes ; 

And all the while salt teares bedeawd the 
hearers cheaks. ^ ^ 

Tlicn said that royall Pere in sober wise ; 
Deare Sonne, great beei le the euils, which ye bore 
From first to last m your late enterprise, 
That I note, whether praysc, or pitty more': 
For neuer lining man, I weene, so sore 
In sea of deadly daungers was distrest ; 

But since now safe ye seised haue the sliorC, 
And well arriued are, (high God be blest) 

Let vs deuize of ease and euerlasting rest. 

i8 

Ah dearest Lord, said then that doughty knight. 
Of ease or rest 1 may not yet deuize ; 

For by the faith, which I to armes liaue plight , 
I bounden am streight after this emprize. 

As that your daughter can ye well aduize, 
Backe to returne to that great Faerie Queene, 
And her to scrue six yeares in warlike wize. 
Gainst that proud Paynim king, that workfs 
her teene : 

Therefore 1 ought craue pardon, till 1 thert 
haue becne. 
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Vnhappie falies that hard necessitie, 

(Quoth he) the troubler of my happie peace, 
And vowed foe of my felicitie ; 

Ne I against the same can iustly preace : 

Bnt since that band ye cannot now release, 
Nor doen vndo ; (for vowes may not be vaine) 
Soone as the terme of those six yeares shall 
cease, 

Ye then shall hither backe returne againe. 

The marriage to accomplish vowd lietwixt you 
twain. 

20 

Which for my part I couet to performe, 

In sort as through the world 1 did proclame, 
That who so kild that monster most deforme, 
And him in hardy battaile ouercame, 

Should haue mine onely daughter to his Dame, 
And of my kingdome heire apparaunt bee : 
Tlierefore since now to thee perteines the same, 
By dew desert of noble cheualree, 
lk)th daughter and eke kingdome, lo I yield to 
thee. 

21 

Then forth he called that his daughter faire, 
The fairest his onely daughter deare, 

His onely daughter, and his onely heyre ; 
Who forth proceeding with sad sober cheare. 
As bright as doth the morning starre appeare 
Out of the East, with flaming lockes Ix'dight, 
To tell that dawning day is drawing neare, 
And to the world does bring long wished light ; 
So faire and fresh that Lady shewd her selfe in 
sight. 

22 

vSo faire and fresh, as freshest flowre in May ; 
For she had layd her mouriiefull stole aside, 
And widow-like sad wimple throwne away, 
Wherewith her heauenly beautie she did hide, 
Whiles on her wcarie iourney she did nde ; 
And on her now a garment she did weare. 

All lilly white, withoutten spot, or pride, 
That seemd like silke and siluer wouen neare, 
But neither silke nor siluer therein did appeare. 


24 

So fairely dight, when she in presence came, 
She to her Sire made humble reuerence, 

And bowed low, that her right well became, 
And added grace vnto her excellence : 

Who with great wisedome,and graue eloquence 
Thus gan to say. But eare he thus had said, 
With flying speede, and seeminggreat pretence, 
Came running in, much like a man dismaid, 
A Messengerwith letters, whichhismessage said. 

-5 

All in the open hall amazed stood. 

At suddemnesse of that vnwarie sight. 

And wondred at his breathlesse hastie mood. 
But he for nought would stay his passage right 
Till fast before the king he did alight ; 

Where falling flat, great humblesse he did make, 
Andkisttheground, whereon his foot was pighi; 
Then to his hands that writ he did betake, 
Which he disclosing, red thus, as the pajicr 
spake. 

26 

To thee, most mighty king of Eden faire. 

Her greeting sends m these sad lines addrest, 
The wofull daughter, and forsaken heire 
Of that great Emperour of all the West ; 

And bids thee be aduized for the best, 

Ere thou thy daughter linck in holy band 
Of wedlocke to that new vnknowen guest; 
For he already plighted his right hand 
Vnto another loue, and to another land. 

27 

To me sad mayd, or rather widow sad, 

He was afliaunced long time before, 

And sacred pledges he both gaue, and had, 
False erraunt knight, infamous, and forswore : 
Witnesse the burning Altars, which he svNore, 
And guillie heauens of his bold periury. 
Which though he hath polluted oft of yore. 
Yet I to them for iudgement iust do fly, 

And themconiuret’auengc thisshamefulliniury. 

28 


The blazing Brightnesse of her beauties beamc, 
And glorious light of her sunshyny face 
To tell, were as to striue against the sireame. 
My ragged rimes are all too rude and bace, 
Her heauenly lineaments for to enchace. 

wonder ; for her owne deare loued knight. 
All were she dayly with himselfe in place, 
Did wonder much at her celestiall sight : 

Dft had he scene her faire, but neuer so faire 
dight. 

SPENSER 


Therefore since mine he is, or free or bond, 

Or false or trew, or lining or else dead. 
Withhold, 0 soueraine Prince, your liasty bond 
From knitting league with him, I you aread ; 
Ne weene my right with strength adowne to 
tread, 

Through weakenesse of my widowhed, or woe ; 
For truth is strong, her nghtfull cause to plead. 
And shall find friends, if need requireth soe, 
So bids thee well to fare. Thy neither friend, 
nor foe, Fidessa. 
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Wlien he these bitter byting words had red, 
The tydings straunge did him ubaslicd make, 
Timt still he sate long time astonished 
As in gieat muse, ne woid to creature spake. 
At last Ins solemne silence thus he brake, 
With doubtfull eyes last fixed on his guest ; 
Redoubted knight, that tor mine onely sake 
Thy life and honour late aduenturcst. 

Let nought be hid from me, that ought to be 
exprest. 

What meane these hloudy vowes.and idle threats, 
Throwneout from womanish impatient mind 
What heauens ^ what altars ? what enraged 
heates 

Here heaped vp with termas of Imie vnkind, 
My conscience cleare with guilty bands would 
bind ? 

High God be witnesse, that I guiltlcssc aine. 
But if your selfe, Sir knight, ye faullie find, 
Or wra[)ped be 111 lone's of former Dame, 
With crime do not it couer, but disclose the 
same. 

. 

To whom \\ttRedcrossc knight this answere sent. 
My Lord, my King, be nought hcreat dismayd. 
Till well ye wote by graue intendiment, 

What woman, and wherefore doth me vpbrayd 
With breach of loue, and loyalty betrayd. 

It was in my mishaps, as hitherward 
I lately traueild, that vnwares 1 slrayd 
Out of my way, through perils straunge and 
hard ; 

That day should faile me, ere I luid them all 
declard. 

32 

There did I find, or rather I was found 
Of this false woman, that Fidessa hight, 
Fidessa hight the falsest Dame on ground, 
Most false Diussa, royall richly dight. 

That easic was t’ inucgle weaker sight : 

Who by her wicked arts, and wyhe skill. 

Too false and strong for earthly skill or might, 
Vnwares me wrought vnto her wicked will, 
And to my foe betrayd, when least I feared ill. 

33 

Then stepped forth the goodly royall Mayd, 
And on the ground her selfe prostrating low. 
With sober countenaunce thus to him sayd ; 
0 pardon me, my soueraigne Lord, to show 
The secret treasons, which of late I know 
To haue bene wroght by that false sorccrcsse. 
She onely she it is, that ears t did throw 
This gentle knight into so great distresse, 
That death him did awaitc in dayly wretched- 


34 


And now it scemes, that she suborned liath 
This craftie messenger with letters vainc. 

To worke new woe and improuided scalh. 

By breaking of the band betwixt vs twaine ; 
Wherein she vsed fiath the practicke paine 
Of this false footman, clokt with simplencsse. 
Whom if ye please lor to discouer plaine, 

Ye snail him Archwia^o find, 1 ghesse, 

The falsest man aliue ; who tries shall find no 
lesse. 

35 

The king was greatly moued at her speach. 
And all with suddem indignation fraiglit, 

Bad on that Messenger rude hands to reach. 
Eftsoones the Card, which on his state did 
wait, 

Atlacht that faitor false, and bound him strait: 
Who seeming sorely chaiiffed at his band, 

As chained Beare, whom cruell dogs do bait, 
With Idle force did fame them to withstand. 
And often se*mblaunce made to scape out of 
their hand. . 

36 

But they him layd full low in dungeon deepe, 
And bound him hand and foote with yron 
chains. 

And with continuall watch did warely keepe ; 
Who then would thinke, that by his subtile 
trains 

lie could escape fowlc death or deadly paines ? 
Thus when that Princes wrath was pacifide, 
lie gan renew the late forbidden banes, 

And to the knight his daughter deare he tyde. 
With sacred rites and vowes for euer to abyde. 

Ills owne two hands tlie holy knots did knit. 
That none but death for euer can deuide; 

Ills owne two hands, for such a turne most fit. 
The hoiisling hre did kindle and [irouidc. 

And holy water thereon sprinckled wide ; 

At which the bushy Teade a groome did light, 
And sacred lampe in secret chamber hide, 
Wlicre it should not be quenclicd day nor 
night. 

For feurc of euill fates, but burnen euer bright. 

.38 

Then gan they sprinckle all the posts with wine. 
And made great feast to solemnize that day ; 
Tliey all perfumde with frankencense diuine, 
And precious odours fetcht from faraway. 
That all the house did sweat with great aray : 
And all the while sweete Musicke did apply 
Her curious skill, the warbling notes to play. 
To driue away the dull Melancholy ; 

The whiles one sung a song of loue and iollity. 
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During the whidi there was an hcauenly noise 
Hrard sound ^ough all the Pallaoe pIcaLntly. 
Like as it had bene many an Angels voice 
Singing before th’etemall maicsty. 

In their trinall triplicities on hye ; 

Yet wist no creature, wlience that heauenlv 
sweet ^ 

Proceeded, yet each one felt sd retly 
Himselfe thereby reft of his sences meet. 

And rauLshed with rare impression in his sprite. 

40 

Great loy was made that day of young and old, 
A™^«ilemne feast proclaimd throughout the 

That their exceeding merth may not be told ; 
Suffice It hrare by signes to understand 
The vsuall loycs at knitting of loues band, 
^rise happy man theknighthimselfedid hold, 
teiesscd of his Udies hart and hand 
Aiffi euer, when his eye did her behold, 

flisheartdidseemetomeltin pleasures manifold. 
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Her ioyous presence and sweet company 
full content he there did long cnioy, 

Ne wicked enuie, ne vile gealosy 
His deare delights were able to annoy • 

Vet swimming in that sea of Uisfull toy 
He nought forgot, how he whilome liad 
swonie, 

In ^ he could that monstrous beast destroy, 
Vnto hp Pane Queene bockc to returne : 

The which he shortly did, and Vna left to 
mourne. 

Now strike your sailes ye iolly Mariners, 

Por we be come vnto a quiet rode, 

Were we must land some of our passengers. 
And light this wearie vessell of her lode. 

Here she a while may make her safe abode, 

1 111 she repaired haue her tackles spent, 

^d wants supplide. And then againe abroad 
WT whereto she is bent ; 

Well may she speede and fairely finish her 
intent. ^ 


finis lib. /, 
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BOOKE OF THE 
FAERIE QVEENE. 
Contayiiing, 

THE LEGEND OF SIR GVYON. 


OR 

Of Temperaunce. 


I 

I tfGHT well I wote most mighty Soueraine, 
That all this famous antique history, 

[Of some th'aboundance of an idle braine 
[Will fudged be, and painted forgery, 
gather then matter of iust memory, 

Sith none, that breatheth liuing aire, doo 
know, 

Vj^ere is that happy land of Faery, 

^lich I so much do vaunt, yet no where 
I show, 

lut vouch antiquities, which no body can 
j know. 


Yet all these were, when nomandidthera know 

Vet haue from wisest ages hidden beene : 

And later times things more vnknowne ^all 
show. 

Why then should witlesse man so mudi mis- 
weene 

That nothing is, but tliat which he hath seene ? 

Wliat if within the Moones faire shining spheAre? 

What if in euery other starre vnseene 

Of other worldes he happily should heare ? 

He wonder would much more: yet such to 
some appeare. 


^ let that man with better sence aduize, 
jnat of the world least part to vs is red : 
P^nd dayly how ^rough^rdy enterprize, 
^ny great Regions are discouered, 

^ich to late age were neuer mentioned. 
Pw euer heard of th’Indian Peru ? 

|« who in venturous vessell measured 
^^Amatam huge riuer now found trew ? 
t mntfullest Vir^nia who did cuer vew ? 


4 

Of Faerie lond yet if he more inquire, 

By certaine signes here set in sundry place 
He ma^ it find ; ne let him then admire, 
But yield his sence to be too blunt fmd bace; 
That no’te without an hound ^e footing trace 
And thou, 0 hiirest Princesse vnder sky, 

In this ftiire mirrhour maist behold thy face, 
And thine owne realmes in lond of Faery, 
And |n this antique Image thy great nunoestc]^ 
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The which 0 pardon me thus to enfold 
In couert vele, and wrap in shadowes light, 
That feeble eyes your glory may behold, 
Which else could not endure those bimesj 
bright, 

But would be dazled witli exceeding light. 

0 pardon, and vouchsafe with patient eare 
The brauc aduentures of this Faery knight 
The good Sir Cuyon gratiously to hcare. 

In whom great rule of TempVaunce goodly 
doth appeare. 

Cant. 1. 

Guyon by Archimage abusd. 

The Redcrosse knight awayies, 

Ftndes Mordant and Amatiia slaine 
WWi pleasures poisoned baytes. 

(i/X/X^/X/X/X/X/XCi^ 

1 

That cunning Architect of cancred guile, 

Whom Princes late displeasure left in bands, 
For falsed letters and suborned wile, 

Soone as the Redcrosse knight he vnderstands 
To becne departed out of Eden lands, 

To seme againe his soucraine Elfin Queene, I 
His artes he moucs, and out of caytiucs hands 
Himselfe he frees by secret meanes vnseene ; 
His shackles emptie left, him selfe escaped 
cleene. 

2 

And forth he fare.s full of malicious mind. 

To worken mischiefe and auenging woe, 
Wliere euer he that godly knight may find. 
His onely hart sore, and his onely foe, 

Sith Vna now he algates must forgoe. 

Whom his victorious hands did earst restore 
To natiuc crowne and kingdome late ygoe : 
Where she enioyes sure peace for euermore. 
As weather-beaten ship arriu’d on happie shore. 

3 

Him therefore now the obiect of his spight 
And deadly food he makes : him to offend 
By forged treason, or by open fight 
He seekes, of all his drift the aymed end : 
Thereto his subtile engins he does bend, 

His practick wit, and his faire filed tong, 
With thousand other sleights : for well he 
kend. 

His credit now in doubtfull ballaunce hong ; 
For hardly could be hurt , who was already stong. 


4 

Still as he went, he craftie stales did lay. 

With cunning traines him to entrap vnwares, 
And priuie spials plast in all his way, 

To weete what course he takes, and how he fares ; 
To ketch him at a vantage in his snares. 

But now so wise and warie was the knight 
By triall of his fomier harmes and aires. 
That he descride, and shonned still his slight : 
The fish that once was caught, new bait \dll 
hardly bite. ^ 

Nath’lcsse th’Enchaunter would not spare his 
paine. 

In hope to win occ'asion to his will ; 

Wliich when he long awaited had in vainc, 
He chaungd his mmde from one to other ill : 
For to all gixxl he enimy was still. 

Vjxin the way him fortuned to meet, 

Faire marching vnderneath a shady hill, 

A goodly knight, all armd in harnesse meete, 
That from his head no place apjieared to his 
feete. ^ 

His carriage was full comely and vpright, 
liis countenaunce demure and temiierale, 
But yet so Sterne and terrible in sight , 

That cheard his friends, and did his foes air*ate: 
He was an Elfin borne of noble state, 

And mickle worship in his natiuc land ; 

Well could he tourney and in lists delmte, 
And knighthood tooke of good Sir Iluons hand, 
When with king Oberon he came to Faerie kind. 

7 

Him als accompany d vpon the way 
A comely Palmer, clad in blacke attire. 

Of ripest ycares, and haires all hoarie gray, 
Tliat with a staffe his feeble stejTS did stire, 
Least his long way his aged limbes should tire: 
And if by lookes one may the mind aread, 

He seemd to be a sage and sober sire. 

And euer with slow pace the knight did lead, 
Who taught his trampling steed with eijimll 
steps to tread. g 

Such whenas Archimago them did view, 
lie weened well to worke some vneouth wiF 
EftsOones vntwisting his deceiptfull clew. 

He gan to weaue a web of \vicked guile. 

And with faire countenance and flattring stile, 
To them approching, thus the knight bespake: 
Faire sonne of Mars, that seeke with warlike 
spoile. 

And great atchieu’ments great your selfe to 
make, 

Vouchsafe to stay your steed for humble misers 
sake. 
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He stayd his steed for humble misers sake, 
And bad tell on the tenor of his plaint ; 

Who feigning then in euery limbe to quake, 
Through inward feare, and seeming pale and 
faint 

Withpiteous monehis percing sj)eachgan paint; 
Deare Lady how shall I declare thy cace, 
Whom late I left in langourous constraint ? 
Would God thy selfe now present were in place, 
To tell this ruefull tale ; thy sight could win 
thee grace. 

Or rather would, 0 would it so had chaunst, 
That you, most noble Sir, had present becnc, 
When that lewd ribauld with vile lust aduaunst 
Layd first his filthy hands on virgin cleene. 
To spoile her daintie corse so faire and sheene, 
As on the earth, great mother of vs all. 

With liuing eye more faire was iieuer scene, 
Of chastitie and honour virginall : 

Witnesse ye heauens, whom she in vaine to 
hclpe did call. 

Howmay itbe,(said then the knighthalfewroth,) 
That knight should knighthood euer so haue 
shent ? [troth, 

None but that saw (quoth he) would weene for 
How shamefully that Maid he did torment. 
Her looser golden lockes he rudely rent, 

And drew her on the ground, and his shar[:>e sword 
Against her snowy brest he fiercely bent. 

And th reatned death with many a bloudie word; 
Toung hates to tell the rest, that eye to see 
abhord. 

12 

Therewith amoued from his sober mood. 

And hues he yet (said he) that wrought this art, 
And doen the hc-auens afford him vitall food ? 
He hues, (quoth he) and boast eth of the fact, 
Ne yet hath any knight his courage crackt. 
Wliere may that treachour then (said he) lie 
found. 

Or by what meanes may I his footing tract ^ 
^ That shall I shew (said he) as sure, as hound 
1 he stricken Deare cloth chalenge by the bleed- 
ing wound. 

13 

He staid not lenger talke, but with fierce ire 
And zealous hast away is quickly gone 
Toseekethat knight, wherehimtliatcraftie Squire 

^^}PP^d to be. They do ariiuc anoiie, 
miere sate a gentle Lady all alone, 

With garments rent, and haire discheueled, 
Wnnging her hands, and making piteous mone; 
kA^ much disfigured, 

And her faire face with teares was fowly 
blubbered 


Tile knight approching nigh, thus to her said, 
Faire Ladie, through foule sorrow ill bedighi, 
Great pittie is to see you thus dismaid, 

And marre the blossome of your beautie bright ; 
For thy appease your griefe and heauie plight , 
And tell the cause of your conceiued paine. 
For if he hue, that hath you doen de-spight 
He shall you doe due recompence agame, 

Or el.se his wrong with greater puissance mam- 
taint. 

15 

Which when she heard, as in despightfnll wise, 
She wilfully her sorrow did augment, 

And offred hope of comfort did despise ; 

Her golden lockes most cruelly she rent, 

And scratcht her face with ghastly dreiiment, 
Ne would she sjieake, ne see, ne yet be scene, 
But hid her visage, and her head downe bc'iit, 
Kither for gricuous shame, or for great teeia , 

As if her hart with sorrow had transfixed bi‘ent. 

16 

Till her that Squire bespake, Madame my hcfc, 
For (iods deare loue U* not so wilfull bent, 
But doe vouchsafe now to receiue reliefe, 

The which good fortune doth to you present. 
For what boott'S it to wee|>eand to wayment, 
When ill is chaunst, but doth the ill increase, 
And thewcakc mind with double woe torment.^ 
Wlien she her Squire heard speake, she pan 
ap[)ease 

Hervoluntarie painc,andfecle some secret ease. 

Eftsoone she said, Ah gentle trustie Squire, 
What comfort can 1 wofull wretch conceaue, 
Or why should euer I henceforth desire 
To see faire heauens face, and life not leauc , 
Sith that false Tra> tour did my honour reauc '' 
False traytour certes (said the Faerie knight) 
1 read the man, that euer would deceaue 
A gentle Ladie, or her wrong through might * 

Death were too little paine for such a iouie 
despight. 

18 

But now, faire .Ladie, comfort to vou make, 
And read, who luth ye wrought this shamefull 
plight ; 

Tliat short reuenge the man may ouertake, 
Where so he be, and soone vjxin him light 
Certes (saide she) I wote not how he hight, 
But vnder him a gray steede did he wield, 
Whose sides with dapled circles weren dight ; 
Vpright he rode, and in his siluer shield 

He borea bloudie Crosse, that qvvartredall tl>e fiekl 
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Now by my liead (baid Guyon) much I muse, 
Howtliat same knight should doso foulc amis, 
Or euer gentle Damzell so abuse : 

For may I boldly say, he surely is 
A right good knight, and trut of word ywis ; 1 
I present was, and ran it witnesse well, | 
When armes he swore, and streight did 
cnterpns 

Tli'aduenture of the hrranl damozell, 

In which he hath gr<-at glorie wonne, as I heare 
tell. 

20 

Nathlessc he shortly liullagamc be tryde. 
And faircly quite him ot th'irnpiiied blame, 
Klsc Ihj ye sure he dearely shall abyde. 

Or make you good amendment for the same • 
All wrongs haue merids, but no amen(K of 
shame. 

Now therefore Ladie, rise out of your paine. 
And see the saluing of vour blotted nam'‘ 
Fullloth she secmdthercto, hut yet did fame; 
For she was inly glad her pur[K>,e so to game. 

21 

Her purpose was not such, as she did fame, 

Nc yet her person such, as it was scene. 

But vnder simple shew and sornblant plame 
lairrkt false Dufssa secretly vnseene. 

As a chast Virgin, that had wronged lieene : 
So had false Arrhtmijo her (Ibgnisd, 

To cloke her guile witli sorrow and sad lei'nc ; 
And eke hirnsclfe had craftily iletiisd 
To be herSquire, and do her soruice well aguisd. 


Her late forlorne and naked he li.ul found, 
Wliere she did wander in waste wildernessc, 
liurkingin rockes and caues farre vnder ground, 
And with greene mosse cou’ r ing her nakcdncivsc, 
To hide her shame and loathly ftllhmesse ; 
Sith her Prince Arthur of proud ornaments 
And borrow’d beautie Sjxiyld. Her nathelessc 
Tli'enchaunter finding fit for his intents, 

Did thus reuest, and ileckt with due habili- 
ment® 

For all he did, was to deceiue good knights. 

Ai id d ra w t hem f rom pu rsu 1 1 of praise arid fame , 
To slug in slouth and sensuall delights, 

And end their daies with irrenowmed shame. 
And now exceeding griefe him ouercame. 

To see the Redcrosse thus aduaunced hye ; 
Therefore this craftie engine he did frame. 
Against his praise to stiire vp enmitye 
Of such, as vertiies like mote vnto him allyc 


”4 

bo now he Guyon guides an vncxiuth way 
Through woods and mountaincs, till they came 
Into a pleasant dale, that lowly lay [at last 
Betwixt two hils, whose high heads ouerplast, 
'I'he valley did witli coole shade oucrcast, 
Through mulst thereof a little riuer rold, 

By which tliere sate a knight with holme vnlast, 
llim-selte refreshing witli the liquid cold, 
After his traucll long, and labours manifold. 


Loo yonder he, cryde Archinmge alowd, 

Tliat wrought the shamefull fact, which 1 did shew, 
And now lie doth liimselfe in secret slirowd, 
'I'o flic the vengeance for his outrage dew , 
But vaiac : for ye sliall dearely do him rew, 
So ( lod ye ^[X'ed, and send you good sucecsse ; 
Which we farre oil will here abide to vew- 
So (liev him left, iiitlain’d with wrathfuliiesse. 
That >trcight against that knight his speare he 
(lid addresse 

26 

Wlio seeing him from farre so fierce to prickc, 
flis warlike urines aUiut him gan embrace. 
And m tlic rest lus rcadie s[)care did stirke j 
Tho when .as still he saw him towards [xia*, 
fie gan rencounter him in cquall race. 

They bene ymet, both readie to affrap, 

VVIien suddenly that warriour gan abace 
Ills threat ried speare, as if some new mishap 
Had him betidde, or hidden dauiiger did entrap. 

, . 27 

And cryde, Mercie Sir knight, and mercic Lord, 
For mine offence and heedlessc hardiment. 
That had almost committed crime abhord, 
And with reprochfullshameminc honour shent, 
Whiles curaod steele against that badge I bent, 
The sacred badge of my Redeemers death, 
Winch on your shield is set for ornament : 
But lus fierce foe lus stcede could stay vncatli. 
Who prickt with courage kene, did crueW 
battcll breath. 

28 

But when he heard him speake, streight way lie 
knew 

His error, and himselfe inclyning sayd ; 

Ah deare Sir Guyon, well becommeth you, 
But me behoueth rather to vpbrayd, 
Wlioschastie hand so farre from reason strayd. 
That almost it did haynous violence 
On that faire image of that heaucniy Mayd, 
That decks and armes your shield with faire 
defence : 

You r cou rt ’sic takes on you anothers due offence. 
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S» txMie they both attowe, and doen vpreare 
n»cir beuers bright, each other for to greete ; 
(.oodly comportance each to other beare, 
Aiidcntertaine thcmselues with court’sies meet . 
llien said the Redcrosse knight, Now mote I weet. 
>ir Guyotiy why with so herce sahaunce, 

And fell intent ye did ut ean>t me meet ; 

1-or sith I know your goodly gouemaunce, 
Cical cause, I weene, you guided, or some vn- 
couth cliaunce. 

P 

(Vrtes (said he) well mote I sliame to tell 
The fond encheason, that me hither led 
A false infamous faitoiir late befell 
1 Me for to meet, that seemed ill bested, 

And playnd of grieuous outrage, which lie red 
A knight had wrought against a I.adie gent ; 
Which to auenge, he to this place me led, 
\^'fiere you he made the marke of his intent, 
^:ld now IS fled ; foulc shame him follow, where 
he went. 

3» 

•v) (an he turne his earnest vnto game, 
Throughgoodly handling and wisctem|)erance. 
by this his aged guide in presence came ; 
Who sooneas on that knight luseye did glant'e, 
ICft sooncs of him had perfect cognizance, 

'^illi him in Faerie court he late auizd ; 

I And said, Faire sonne, God giue you happie 
f cliancc, 

I And that dcare Crosse v(x)n your shield deuizd, 
iVNIiercwiih aboue all knights ye goodly scerne 

I .il^uizd. 

I loy may you haue, and euerlastiug fame, 
late most hard atchieu’ment by you donne, 
^ I'or which enrolled is your glorious n.inic 
(* In heaueniy Registers alioue the .Sunne, 
W'here you a Saint with Saints your seat haue 
' worinc : [marke, 

but wretcherl we, where ye Iiaue left your 
Must now anew begin, like race to runne ; 
<'>od guide thee, Guyon, wc II to end thv warkc, 
And to the wished hauen bring thy weary barke. 

iMmer, (lum answered the Redcrosse knight) 

I hs bp the praise, that this atchieu’ment wrought, 
'‘Vho made my hand the organ of his might ; 
More then goodwill to me attribute nought : 
I'or all I did, I did but as I ought. 

Ikit vou, faire Sir, whose pageant next ensewes, 
W^ell mote yee thee, as well can wish your 
tliought, 

Hiat home ye ma^ report thrise liappie newes ; 
for well ye worthie bene for worth and gentle 
. thewes. 


So courteous conge both did gmc and take, 
With right haiKls plighted, pledges of goodwill 
Then Guyon forward gan his voyage make, 
With his biacke Palmer, that him guided still 
Still he him guided oner dale and lull, 

And with his steedie stalle did jximt his way . 
Ills rai'e with reason, and with words his will, 
From foule inteiTij)erana* he oft did stay, 

And siilTrednot m wrath liishastiestei-js tostray. 

35 

In this faire wi/.e they traueild long yfere, 
Through many liard ass^iycs, which did lx*lidc, 
Of which he honour ‘<ti!l away did beare, 

And spred liis glorie through all counlrieswide. 
At Ust as cliaimst them by a forest side 
To passe, for succour from the scorclimg ray. 
They heard a ruefull voice, that deamly cride 
With |xrcingshrickcs,and manyadolcfull lay, 

Which to attend, a while their forward steps 
they stay. 

But if that carelesse heauens (quoth she) despise 
The doorne of lust reuengc, and take delight 
To st‘c sad iwgeants of mens miseries, 

As lx)und by them to hue in hues dcsjMghI, 
Yet can they not warne death from wretched 
wight. [to mee. 

Come then, ('ome soone, come sweetest death 
And take away this long lent loathed light 
Shar{)e be thy wounds, but sweet the medi- 
cines bt'e, 

That long captiued soulcs from wearie thral 
dome free. 

37 

But thou, sweet Babe, wliom frowning froward fate 
Hath made sad witnesse of thy fathers fall, 
.Sith heauen thee deigncs tohola in liuing stale, 
Ix)ngmaistthou line, and better thriucwilhall, 
Then to thy lucklcsse parents did befall : 
Liuc thou, and to thy mother dead altesi, 
Tliat clcare she dide from blemish criminall ; 
Thy litle hands embrewd in bleeding brest 

Loe I for pledges leauc. So giue me Icaue to rest 

38 

With tliat a deadly shneke she forth did throw, 
Tliat through the wood reccchoed againc. 

And after gaue a grone so deepe and low, 
That scemcl her tender heart was rent in twaine, 
Or thrild with |x>mt of thorough piercing paine, 
As gentle Hynd, whose sides with cruell steelc 
Through iaunclied, forth her bleeding life does 
rame, 

Whiles the sad pang approching she docs fcelc, 

Brayes out her latest orcath, and vp her cyei 
doth seelc. 
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Which when that warnour heard, dismounting 
straict 

From his tall steed, he rusht into the thicke, 
And soone arniied, where that sad pourtraict 
Ofdeathanddolourluy,halfedead,halfequicke, 
In whose white alal:)aster brest did sticke 
A cruell knife, that nude a griesly wound, 
From which forth giisht a streme of gorebloud 
thick, 

'Hiat all her gfxxlly garmenti stamd aroiin<l. 
And into a dce[K; san^'uine dide the grxs^ie 
ground. 

40 

Pittifull s|)ertarlc of de.idly smart, 

Beside a bubbling fountaine low she lay, 
Wliich she increased with her bleeding hart, 
And the cleanc wane's with purple gore did ray, 
Als in lier lap a lonely Lilx* did play 
His cruell sjiort, in stead of sorrow dew ; 

For in her streaming blood he did cinluy 
His litle hands, and render lovnts ernbrew ; 
Pitifull spectacle, as mer eye did view. 

41 

Besides them Ixilh, v|X)n the soiled gras 
The dead corse of an armed knight was spred, 
Whoscarmoiir all with blond Usprim klc<l was, 
His rndoie lips did smile, and rosy m\ 
pidixunlliis chearcfiill (heckes,yet Ixing ded: 
Seernd to hauc lx.'tne a gcKMlIy [XTsonage, 
Now in his freshest flow re ot'lnstie hed', 

Fit to inflame faire Lidy with loues rage, 

But that hers fate did crop the blossomc of 
Ills age. 

4* 

Wliom when the goixi Sir Guyon did Ixhold, 
Ills hart gan wc\e its si.irke, as marble stone, 

Andliisfrcshblonddidfrie/cwithfearefullcold, 
That all his senst's scemd Ixreft attone : 

At last his mightie ghost gan decjX' to grone. 
As L yon grudging in his great di^^daine, 
Mourncs inwardly , and nukes tohimx’lfemonc , 
Till ruth and frailc alTcction did constraine 
His stout courage to stoujx', and shew his in- 
ward [xiine. 


44 

Which he ixrceiuing greatly gan reioice, 

And goodly counsell, that for wounded Irart 
Is meetest med’eine, tempred with sweet voice 
Ay me, deare Lady, which the image art 
Of ruetull pilie, and impatient smart, 
Whatdirefullchaiice,amKlwithreuengingfate 
Or cursed hand hath plaid this cruell part, 
Thus fowle to hasten your vntimely date ; 
^ix‘ake,0 deare Lady speaker help nciicr comes 
too late 

45 

lh(rtwitli her dim tie-lids she vp gan rcare, 
On which the drery dt'ath did sit, as sad 
As lump of loud , and nude durke cloudsapixare; 
But when as him all in bright armour cbd 
Ikfore her standing she espied lud. 

As one out of a diudly dreamc alfriglit, 

She weakely started, yet she nothing drad : 
'struglit dosvne agame lier sclfe in great 
d(spight 

‘''he groiieling threw to ground, as hating life 
and light 

46 

rix getitle knight her soone with carelull juine 
Vplift<d liglit, and softly did vphold ; 
riirisclic licrreard,aridthTiscshe sunkcagaine, 
Till he his armes about her sides gan fold, 
And to her s,iid ; Yet if the stony cold 
Ilaue i.oi all seized on your frozen hart, 

Let one word fall that may your gricfe vnfold, 
And tell the secret of your mortall smart ; 

He oft finds present liel|x‘, who d(X'S his griefe 
Jm|urt. 

an 

Tl.en casting vp a deadly lookc, full low 
Mice sight from boltome of her wounded brest, 
And after, many bitter throbs did throw 
\N ith lips full pale and follring tongue ojiprest. 
These words she brexilhed forth from riuen 
(lie-st ; 

lx aue, ah leaue off, what ciier wight thou bee, 
lo let a wearie wretch from her clew rest, 

And trouble dying soulcs tranquilitee. 

1 ake not awav now got, which none would giuc 
tome. 


Out of her gored wound the cruell stcele 
He lightly snatcht, and did the floudgale stop 
Witli his faire garment : then gun softly fcele 
Her feeble pulse, to prouc if any drop 
Of lining bloud yet in her veynes did hop ; 
Wliich when he felt to moue, fie hofied faire 
To call bocke life to her forsaken shop ; 

So well he did her deadly wounds repaire, 
TTiat at the last she gan to breath out liuin^ aire. 


Ah fane lx it tsaid he) Deare dame fro inee, 

I To hinder soiile from her desired rest, 

, Or hold sad life in long captiuitee : 

For all I sceke, is but to haue redrest 
The bitter pangs, that doth your heart infest. 
Tell then, 0 I^dy tell, what fatall priefe 
Hath with so Imge misfortune you opprest r 
That I may cast to compasse your rcliefe, 

Or die with you in sorrow ,and partake yourgriefc. 
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With feeble hands then stretched fortli on hye, 
As heauen accusing guiltie of her death, 

And with dry drops congealed in her eye, 

In thesesad words shesnent hervtmost breath; 
Hearc then, 0 man, the sorrowes that vnealh 
My longue can tell, so farre all sense they pas ; 
Loe thisdead corpse, that lies here vnderneath, 
The gentlest knight, that euer on greene gras 
G&y steed with spurs did pricke, the good Sir 
MordarU wiis. 

Was, (ay the while, tliat he is not so now) 

My Lord my loue ; my deare Lord , my dcare loue. 
So long as heauens iust with equall brow 
Vouchsafed to beliold vs from uboue, 

One day when him high courage did eminouc, 
As wont ye knights to seeke aduentures wildc. 
He pricked forth, his puissant force to prone. 
Me then he left enwombed of this child. 

Tills lucklesse child, whom thus ye see with 
bloud defild 

Him fortuned (hard fortune ye may gliesse) 

To come, where vile Acrasta docs wonne, 
Acrasta a false enchaunteresse, 

'Hiat many errant knights hath foule fordonne: 
Within a wandring Island, that doth ronne 
And stray in perilous gulfe, her dwelling is ; 
Faire Sir, if euer there ye trauell, shonne 
Tlie cursed land where many wend amis. 

And know it by the name ; it hight the Bourc 
ojbhs. 

Her blisse is all in pleasure and delight, 
Wliercwilh she makc-s her louers drunken mad, 
And then with words and weedes of wondrous 
might, 

On them she workes her will to vses bad : 

My lifest Ixird she thus beguiled had; 

For he was flesh : (all flesh doth frailtie brec^d.) 
Wliom when 1 heard to beene so ill bestad, 

W cuke wretch 1 w rapt my sc- 1 fe i n Palmers weed , 
And cast to sceke him forth through daunger 
and great dreed. 

Now had faire Cynihta by euen tournes 
Full measured three quarters of her yeare, 
And thrise three times had fild her crooked 
homes, 

Whenas my womlx- her burdein would forbcarc, 
Apd bad me call Lurtm to me neare. 

Lucina came : a manchild forth I brought ; 
The woods, the Nymphes, my bowres, my 
rnidwiues weare, 

Hardhe^atneed. Sodeare thee babe I bought, 
Yet Qougnt too deare I deemd, while so my dear 
1 sought. 
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Him so 1 sought, and so at last I found, 
Where him that witch had thralled to her will, 
In chaines of lust and lewd desires ybouncl, 
And so transforincHi from lus former skill, 
That me he knew not, neither his owne ill ; 
TillthroughwisehandlingandfairegoueniaiMT, 
1 liim recured to a better will, 

Purged from drugs of foule intcmjx?rance : 

'Flien meanes I gan deuisc for his deliuerance. 


Winch when Uie vile h)nchaunteresse perctMu’d, 
How tliat my I-ord from her 1 would rcjirim . 
W ilh cup thus char nid , h iin part i ng she decciu’d ; 
Sad verse, gtue death to him that death does gitu , 
And losse of hue, to her that hues to Hue, 

So soone as Bacchus With the Nyntphe does Itncke : 
So parted we and on our iourney driiie, 

Till comming to this well, he stoupt todrinckc- 
llie charme fulfild, dead suddenly he downc did 
sincke. 

Which when 1 wretch, Not one woid more shesayd 
But breaking off the end for want of breath, 
And slyding soft, as downe to sleei)e her layrl, 
And ended all her woe in quiet death. 

That seeing good Sir Guyon, could vneath 
From tearcs abstainc, for griefe his hart did 


grate, 

And from so heaiiie sight his head did wrwilli, 
Acaising fortune, ancl too cruell fate, 

\^idi plunged had faire l^die in so wretched 
state. 

Tlien turning to his Palmer said. Old syre 
Behold the image of mortalitic, 

And feeble nature clolh’d with fleshly tyre, 
When raging pa.ssion with fierce tyranine 
Robs reu-son of her due regalitic, 

And makes it seruant to her ba.scst f«irl ; 

The strong it weakens with infirmitie, 

And with bold furie arrncs the weakest liar! ; 
I'he strong through plc-asnrc soonest falles, flit 
weake through smart. 


5 ^ 

But temperance (said he) with golden squire 
Betwixt them both can measure out a meant, 
Neither to melt in pleasures whot desire, 

Nor fry in hartlesse griefe and dolcfull teenr. 
Thrise happie man, who fares them both 
atweenc ; 

But sith this wretched woman ouercome 
Of anguish, rather then of aime hath beene, 
Rescrue her cause to her ctcmall dooroe, 

And in the meanc vouchiafe her honorable 
toombe 
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Palmer (quoth he) death is an emiall doome 
To good and bad, the common Inne of rest ; 
But after death the tryall is to come, 

Wlien best shall be to them, that liued best : 
But both alike, when death hath both supprest, 
Religious reuerence doth buriall teene. 

Which who so wants, wants so much of his rest : 
For all so great shame after death I weene, 

As selfe to dyen bad, vnburied bad to bcenc. 

6o 

So both agree their bodies to engraue ; 

The great earthes wombe they open to the sky, 
And with sad Cypresse seemely it embraue, 
Then couering with a clod their closed eye, 
Thev lay therein those corses tenderly, 

And biJ them sleepe in cuerlasting peace. 

But ere they did their vtmost obiquy. 

Sir Guyon more affection to increace, 
Bynempt a sacred vow, which none should aye 
releaa. 

The dead knights sword ou t of hissheath he d rew. 
With which he cut a locke of all their ht'are. 
Which medling with their bloud and earth, he 
threw 

Into the graue, and ran deuoutly sweare ; 
Such and sudi euill God on Guytm reare, 

And worse and worse youngOrphane be thy paine. 
If I or thou dew vengeance doe forbeare, 

Till guiltie bloud her guerdon doe obtaine : 

So sheddir^ many teares, they dosd the earth 
againe. 

Cant. II. 

COOTCOCOCOCOC/XOC^X/XOCOCOCOW 
Babes hhudie hands may not be cUnsd : 

the face of golden Meane. 

Her sisters two Extremities 
strtue her to banish cleane. 

I 

Thus when Sir Guyon with his hiithfuU guide 
Had with due rites and dolorous lament 
The end of their sad Tragedie vptyde, 

The litle babe vp in his ormes he nent ; 

Who with sweet pleasance and bold blandish- 
ment 

Gan smy Icon than, that ratherought toweepe, 
As’caleksM oi his woe, or innocent 
Of that was doen, that ruth emperced deepe 
fai that knights heart, and wordes with bitter 
teares did steepe. 


Ah lucklesse babe, borne vnder cruell starre, ' 
And in dead parents balefull ashes bred, 

Full htle weenest thou, what sorrowes arc 
Left thee for portion of thy liuelihed, 

Poore Orphane in the wide world scattered, 
As budding braunch rent from the natiue trrt. 
And throwen forth, till it be withered : 

Such is the state of men : thus enter wee 
Into this life with woe, and end with miseree. 

3 

Then soft himselfe inclyning on hU knee 
Downe to that well, did in the water weene 
(So bue does loath disdainfull nicitee) 

His guiltie hands from bloudie gore to cleene. 
He washtthemoftand oft,yetnoughttheybeene 
For all Ills washing cleaner. Still he stroue, 
Yet still the litle hands were bloudie scene ; 
The which him into great amazement droue. 
And into diuerse doubt his wauering wonder 
cloue. 

4 

He wist not whether blot of foule offence 
Might not l)e purpl with water nor with bath ; 
Or that high God, in lieu of innocence, 
Imprinted had that token of his wrath. 

To shew how sore bloudguiltinesse he hat’th ; 
Or that the charme and venim, which they 
druncke. 

Their bloud with secret filth infected hath, 
Being diffused through the sensclesse truncke, 
That through the great contagion di refull 
deadly stunck, ^ 

Whom thus at gaze, the Palmer gan to bord 
With gooi^y reason, and thus fmre bespake ; 
Ye bene ri^t hard amated, gratious Lord, 
And of your ignorance great maruell make, 
Whiles cause not well oonceiued ye mistake. 
But know, that secret vertues are infusd 
In euery fountaine, and in eucry lake. 

Which who hath skill them rightly to haue 
chusd. 

To proofeof passing wonders hath full often vsd. 
6 

Of those some wereso from their sourse indewd 
By great Dame Nature, from whose fruitfullpep 
Their welheads spring, and are with moisture 
deawd ; 

Which fe^oeach Uuin^ plant with liquid sap, 
And filles with flowres Bure Floraespednted Up : 
But other some by gift of Uter grace, 

Or by good prayers, or by other hap. 

Had rtrtut poord into their waters baoe, 
And Iheooeforth were reaowmd, and so^lt 
from place to pUoe. 



C ani. II. 

Such IS this well, wrought by occasion st raunge, 

‘ Winch to her Nymph befell. Vpon a day, 
Asshe the woods withbow and shaftsdid raunge, 
The l^rtlesse Hind and Robucke to dismay, 
Dan Faunus chaunst to meet her by the way, 
And kindling fire at her faire burning eye. 
Inflamed was to follow beauties chace. 

And chaced her, that fast from him did fly ; 

As Hind from her, lo she fled from her enimy. 


77 


13 

Wliich when Sir Guyon saw, all were he wrotli. 
Yet allies mote he soft himselfe apj^isc, 
And fairely fare on foot, how cuer loin ; 

His double burden did him sore disease. 

So long they traueiled with liile ease, 

Till that at last they to a Castle came, 

Built on a rocke adioyning to the seas ; 

It was an aum lent worke of anluiue fame, 
And wondrous strong by nature, and by skilfull 
frame. 
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8 

At last when fayling breath began to faint, 

And saw no meanes to scape, of shame afirayd , 
She set her downe to weepe for sore constraint , 
And to Diana calling lowd for ayde, 

Her deare besought, to let her dye a mayd. 
The goddessc heard, and suddei ne where she sate , 
Welling out streames of teares, and quite 
dismayd 

With stony feare of that rude rustick mate. 
Transforma her to a stone from stedfast virgms 
state. ^ 

I/) now she is that stone, from whose two heads, 
As frem two weeping eyes, fresh streames do 
flow, 

Yet cold through feare, and old concciued dreads ; 
And ) et thestoneher semblance scerac*s toshol^ , 
.Shapt like a maid, that such ye may her know ; 
And yet her vertues in her water byde : 

For It IS chast and pure, as purest snow, 

Ne lets her waues with any filth be dyde, 

But tuer like her selfe vnstained bath beenc 

•')de- ,0 

From thence it comes, that this babes bloudy 
hand 

May not be clensd with water of this well : 
Ne cerlcs Sir striuc you it to withstand, 

But let them still be bloudy, as befell. 

That they his mothers innocence may tell, 

As she bequeathd in her last testament ; 

Tliat as a sacred Symbolc it may dwell 
In her sonnes flesh, to minde reuengement, 
And be for all cliast Dames an endlcsse moni* 
ment. 

II 

He hearkned to his reason, and the childc 
Vptaking, to the Palmer gauc to bcarc ; 

But his sad fathers armes with bloud defildc, 
An heauie load himselfe did lightly reare, 

And turning to that place, in which whyleare 
He left his loftie steed with golden sell, 

And goodly gorgeous barbes, him found not 
theare. 

By other accident that carst befell, 

ooDuaide,b(it bofw or where, here fits not tell. 


Therein three sisters dwelt of sundry sort, 

The children of one sire by mothers three ; 
Who dying whylomc did diuide this fort 
To them by cquall shares in cqti.ill fee : 

But strifull minde, and diuersc quulitce 
Drew them m |)arts, and each made others foe: 
Still did they striue, and dayly disagree ; 

The eldest did against the youngest goe, 

And l)oth against the middest meant to worken 
woe. 

M 

Where when the knight arriu’d, he was riglit 
well 

Receiu’d, as knight of so much worth became, 
Of second sister, who did far cxccll 
The other two ; Medina was her name, 

A sober sad, and comely curteous Dame ; 
Who rich arayd, and yet in modest guirc, 

I In goodly garments, that her well bc^mc, 
Faire marching forth in honorable wixe, 

Him at the threshokl met, and well did cntcr- 
prizc. 

15 

She led him vp into a goodly bowre, 

And comely courted with meet modestic, 

Ne in her speach, nc in her hauiour, 

Was lightnesse serene, or looser vanitie, 

But gratious womanhood, and grauilie, 

Aboue the reason of her youthly ycares : 

Her golden lockes she roundly aid vptyc 
In breaded tramcls, that no looser hcares 
Did out of order stray about her daintie eares. 

16 

Whilest she her selfe thus busily did frame, 
Scemely to entertainc her new-come guc-st, 
Newes hereof to her other sisters came, 

Who all this while were at their wanton rest, 
Accourting each her friend with lauish ftst : 
They were two knights of perelcssc puissance, 
Ana famous far abroad for warlike gest, 
Which to these Ladies louc did countenaunce, 
And to his mistre«e each himselfe itrouc to 
aduaunoe. 
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He tliat made loue vnto the eldest Dame, 

Was hight Sir HuddtbraSy an hardy man ; 

Yet not so good of deedes, as great of name. 
Which he by many rash aduentures wan, 
Since errant armes to sew he first began ; 
More huge in strciigtli, then wise m workes lie 
was. 

And reason with foole-hardjze oueT ran ; 
Sterne melancholy did his courage pas. 

And was for terrour more, allarmd m shyning 
bras. 

But he that lou’d the youngest, was Sans-loy, 
He that faire Vm Lite fowle outraged. 

The mcbt vnruly, and the boldest boy, 

That eucr warlike we-apons meriaged. 

And to all lawlessc lust encouraged, 

Through strong opinion of his matchlesse might: 
Me ought he car d, whom he endamaged 
By tortious wrong, or whom bereau’d of right. 
He now this Ladies champion cliosc for loue to 
fight. 

These two gay knights, vowd to so diuerse loucs, 
Each other does cnuie with deadly hate, 

And dayly warre against his foeman moucs, 

In ho|)e to win more fauour with his mate, 
And th'others pleasing seruice to abate, 

To magnifie his ownc. But when they heard. 
How in thatplacestraunge knight arriued late, 
Both knights and Ladies forth right angry farM, 
And fiercely vnto battell sterric themselucs 
prepar’d. 

But ere they could proccede vnto the place, 
Wliere he abode, themsclues at discord fell, 
And cruell combat ioynd m middle sjxice : 
With horrible as.sault, and furie fell. 

They heapt huge strokes, thescorncKl hfetoquell, 
That all on vprore from her settled seat 
The house was raysd, and all that in did dwell ; 
Seemd that lowde thunder with amazement 
great 

Did rend the ratling skyes with flames of foul- 
dri ng hoat. 

21 

The ixiysc thereof cald forth that straungcr knight, 
To wcet, what drcadfull thing was there m 
hand ; [fight 

Where when as two braue knights in bloudy j 
With deadly rancour he enraunged fond, | 
flis sunbroad shield about his wrest he bond, ] 
And shyning blade vnsheathd, with which he ^ 
ran 1 

Vnto that stead, their strife to vnderstond ; 
And at his first arriuall, them began 
With goodly mcanes to pacifie, well as he can. 


But they him spying, both with greedy forse 
Attonce vpon him ran, and him beset 
With strokes of mortallsteele without remorse, 
And on his shield like yron sledges bet : 

As when a Beare and Tygre being met 
In cruell fight on lybicke Ocean wide, 

Espye a traueiler with feet surbet. 

Whom they in equall pray hope to deuide, 
They stmt their strife, and him assaile on euery 
side. 

23 

But he, not like a wearie traueilere, 

Their sharpe assault right boldly id rebut, 
And sulircd not their blowcs to byte him nere. 
But with redoubled bufics them backe did put : 
Whose gTieued mindts, which cboler did englut, 
Against Ihcmsclues turning their wratSfull 
spight, 

Gan witli new rage their shields to hew and cut ; 
But still when Guyon came to part their fight. 
With hcauie load on lum they freshly gan to 
smight. 

^ 24 

As a tall ship tossed in troublous seas, 

Whom raging windcs thrcatning tomakethepray 
Of tlie rough rockes, do diuersly disease, 
Mectes two contrary billowes by tlie way, 
Tliat her on either side do sore assay, 

And boast to swallow her in greedy graue ; 
She scorning both their spights, does make 
wide way, 

And with her brest breaking the fomy waue. 
Does nde on both their backs, and faire her 
selfe doth saue. 

So boldly he him bcares, and rusheth forth 
Bctwecnc them botli, by conduct of his blade. 
Wondrous great prowesse and hcroick worth 
He sliewd that day, and rare ensample made, 
Wlien two so mighty warriours he dismade : 
Attonce he wards and strikes, he takes and 
payes, 

Now forst to yield, now forcing to inuade, 
Before, behini and round about him layes. 
So double was his paines, so double be his prayse. 

26 

Straunge sort of fight, three valiaunt knights ta 
see 

Three combats ioyne in one, and to darraine 
A tnple warre with triple enmitee, 

All for their Ladies froward loue to gaine. 
Which gotten was but hate. So loue does raine 
Instoutest minds ,aDdmakcth monstrous warre; 
He maketh warre, he maketh peace agame, 
And yet his peace is but continuail iarre : 

0 miserable men, that to him subiect arre. 
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27 

\Vliilst thus they miiigltxl were in (urioub armes, 
Tlic faire Mmtta w tth her tn^bses lorne, 

And naked brest, in pitty of tliur harmes, 
Emongst them ran, and falling them ix’fornc, 
13 esougbt them by the womb, which them had 
borne, jdcare, 

And by the loues, which were to them most 
And by the knighthootl, which they sure had 
swome, 

Tlieir deadly crucll discord to forlx^ic, 

And to her lust c'onditions of faire |K‘aa* to 
bcarc. jg 

But her two other sisters standing by, 

Her lowd gainsaid, and both their champions 
bad 

Ihirsew the end of their strong enmity, 

As euer of their loues they would be glad. 
Yet she with pitthy words and counsell sad, 
Still stroue their stubbornc rage's to reiioke, 
'Ehat at the last suppressing fury mad, 

Tliey gan al)stainc from dint of direfull stroke, 
And htarken to the sober speaches, which she 
spoke. 

' 29 

Ah puissaunt Lords, what cursed euill Spright, 
Or fell Erinnys, in your noble harts 
Her hellish brond hath kindled with despight, 
And stird you vp to worke your wilfull smarts f 
Is this the ioy of arrnes ? be these the jxirts 
Of glorious knighthood, after bloud to thrust, 
And not regard dew right and lust des^irts ? 
Vainc is the vaunt, and victory vniusl, 

That more to mighty hands, then rightfull cause 
doth trust. 

30 

And were there rightfull cause of difference, 
Yet were not better, faire it to accord. 

Then with bloud guiltinc-ssc to heajx? offence, 
And mortall vcngcau ncc ioync t ocr imeabhord 
0 fly from wrath, fly, 0 my licfc5t Inrd : 

Sad be the sights, and bitter fruits of warre. 
And thousand furies wait on wrathfull sword ; 
Ncough 1 1 he pray SCO f pro wesse moredot h m;i r rt , 
Then fowle rcucnging rage, and base conten- 
tious iarre. 

But louely concord, and most sacred pcai e 
noth nourish vertuc,and fast friendship brcwls ; 
VY^ke she makes strong, and strong thing docs 
increace, 

Till it the pitch of highest praysc excccris: 
Braue ^ her warres, and honorable deeds, 

By which she triumphes oucr ire and pride, 
And winnes an Oliue girlond for her meeds : 
Be therefore, 0 my dcare Lords, pacifide. 

And this misseeming discord mt'ckely lay aside. 


Her gracious wordes their rancour did apivill, 
And suncke so deejM; mlo their lx)ylmg brtsts. 
That downc tluv let their cruell weajxins fall, 
And lowly did aluse their lollie crt'sls 
To her faire pii'seiioe, and discrete behests, 
'riien she Ixgan a treat le to ptocuie, 
Andsi.iblish h 1 nies lx I wi\l doth llicit requests. 
That as a law for euei should endure ; 

Which to ol)s( rue m word of knights they did 
assure. 

33 

Which to conlirme, and fast to bind iheirleague. 
After their wrarie sweat .ind bloudy toile, 
She them besought, during their quiet Ireague, 
Into her Unlging to rijxiirc a while, 

To rest themsc lnes, and graa' to rt'concile. 
They soonc consent : so forth with her they 
fare, [smile 

Wlierc tliey an- well receiu’d, and maile to 
Themselues of soiled aimes, and to prepare 
Their minds to pleasiiie, and tlair moutlies to 
dainty fare. 

And those two froward .sisters, their faire loues 
(nine with them ckc, all were they wondrous 
loth. 

And famed clu'aic, as for tlie time bchoucs, 
But could not colour yet so well the troth. 
But that their naturi'S bad apprard in both : 
For both did at their .second sister grutch, 
And inly grieue, as doth an hidden moth 
The inner gannent fret, not ih’vttcr touch ; 
One thought their chiare too litic, th’other 
thought too mutrli. 

35 

hJtssa (so the eklest lughl) did deeme 
Such cnferlamrncnt Uusc, nc ought would cat, 
Ne ought would sj )cake, Init cucrmorc did seeme 
As (listontent for w-ant of rnerth or meat ; 

No solace could her Paramour inlreat 
Her once to show, ne court, nor dalliamx;, 
lint with Ixnt lowring browes, as she would 
threjit, [naunce, 

She scou!d,and frownd with froward counte* 
Vnworthy of faire I^adies comely gouernaunce. 

36 

But young Pmssa was of other mind, 

Full of dis[)ort, still laughing, loosely light, 
And quite contrary to her sisters kind ; 

No measure in her mixxl, no rule of right, 

But |X)ured out in pleasure and delight ; 

In wine and meats she flowd aboue the Ixincke, 
And in excesse cxceerlcd her ownc might ; 

In sumptuous tire she ioyd herselfc topranckc, 
But of her loue too lau Lsh (li tie hauc she tnanckc.) 
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Fast by her side did sit the bold Sans’lcy^ 

P'it mate for such a mincing mineon, 

Who in her loosenesse tooke exceeding ioy ; 
Might not be found a franker franion, 

Of her lewd parts to make compnion ; 

But HuddibraSy more like a Malecontent, 

Did see and grieue at his bold fashion ; 
Hardly could he endure his hardirncnt, 

Yet still he sat, and inly did him sdfc torment. 

38 . 

Betwixt them both the faire Medina sate 
With sober grace, and goodly larriagc ; 

With cquall measure she did moderate 
The strong extrcmitii‘s of their outrage ; 

Tliat forward i)airc she cucr would asswagt, 
When they would striue dew reason to exceed ; 
But that same froward Iwaine would accourage. 
And of her plenty adde vnto their need : 

.So kept she them in order, and her selfe in heed. 

39 

Thus fairely she atternfiered her feast, 

And pleasd them all with meete satietie, 

At last when lust of meat and drinkewas ccast, 
She Guyon deare besought of curtesie, 

To tell from whence he came through icopxirdic, 
And whither now on new aduenture bound. 
Who with bold grace, and comely grauitie, 
Drawing to him the eyes of all around. 

From lofty siege began 1110*56 words aloud to 
sound. 

40 

Tliis thy demaund, 0 Hidy, doth reuiuc 
Fresh memory in me of that great Quecne, 
Fircat and most gIoriou.s virgin Queene aliue, 
Tliat with her soueraigne powrc, and scepter 
shene 

All Faery lond does peaceably sustene. 

In widest Ocean she her throne doc's reare, 
That ouer all the earth it may be scene ; 

As morning Sunne her Ix'Uincs dispredden 
clcare, 

And in her face faire peace, and mercy doth 
appeare. 

41 

In her the richesse of all heauenly grace 
In chiefe degree are heaped vp on hye : 

And all that else this worlds enclosure bacc 
Hath great or glorious in mortall eye, 
Adornes the prson of her Maiestie ; 

That men beholding so great excellence, 

And rare prfection in mortalitic, 

Do her aaorc with sacred reuerence, 

As th’idole of her makers great magnificeooe. 


II. 

42 

To her I homage and my seruice owe, 

In number of the noblest knights on ground, 
Mongst whom on me she deigned to bestowe 
Order of Maydeithead, the most renownd, 
That may this day in all the world be found : 
An yearely solemne feast she wontes to make 
The day that first doth lead the yeare around ; 
To which all knights of worth and courage bold 
Resort, to heare of straunge aduentures to be 
told. 

43 

There this old Palme r shew ed himselfe that diiy, 
Aiid to that mighty Princcsse did complaint' 
Of gricuoiis mischiefes, which a wicked Fay 
Had wrought, and many whelmd in deadly 
[•air 1 C, 

Whereof lie crauM redresse. My Soueraine, 
Whose glory is in gracious deeds, and ioyes 
Tliroughout the world her mercy to maintainc, 
Kflsoones dcuisd rc<lresse for such annoyes , 
Me all vnfit for so gre.il purjxjsc she employe^ 

‘14 

Now hath faire Pkehc with her siluer face 
Thriseseene theshadowesof the ncathcr world, 
Sith last I left that honorable plaw, 
la which her royall prc'sence is fintrold ; 

Ne euer shall I rest in house nor hold, 

I Till I that false Acrasia haue wonne ; 

Of whose fovvle deedes, too hideous to be told, 

I I witnesse am, and this their wretched bonne, 
Wliosc w'ofull [xuents she liath wickedly for- 
donne. 

45 

Tell on. fdirc Sir. said ^ht. that dolefull tale. 
From winch sad ruth does seeme you to re- 
straint. 

That we may pi tty such vnhappy bale, 

And learne from plea'^ures poyson to abstamc: 
III by cnsample good doth often gayne. 

Then forward he his purpose gan pursew, 

And told the stone of the mortall payne, 
Which Mordant and Amauia did rew ; 

As with lamenting eyes him selfe did lately vew 

46 

Nigh* was far spent, and now in Oc/an deepe 
Orion, flying fast from hissing snake, 

His flaming head did hasten for to steepe, 
When of his pittcous tale he end did make ; 
Whilest with delight of that he wisely spake, 
Those guestes beguiled, did beguile their eyes 
Of kindly sleepe, that did them ouertake. 

^t last when they had markt the chaungeil 
skyes, (rest him hves. 

They wist their boure was spent ; then each to 
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Vam Braggadoichio getting Guyons 
horse ts made the scorne 
0] knighthood trewj and ts of fayre 
Belphoabe fowle for lorne. 

Soonc as the morrow faire with purple beamed 
Disperst the shadowes of the mistie ni^ht, 
And Titan playing on the eastern streames, 
Gan clcare the deawy ayre with springing light, 
Sir Guyon mindfull of his vow yplight, 

Vprose from drowsie couch, and him addr(‘si 
Vnto the iourney which he had bchight : 

His puissaunt armes about his noble brest, 
And many-folded shield he bound about hi‘ 
wrest. 

2 

Tlien taking Congi of that virgin pure, 

The bloudy-handed babe vnto her truth 
Did earnestly commit, and her coniure, 

In vertuous lore to traine his tender youth, 
And all that gentle noriture ensu’th : 

And tliat so soonc as ryjx-r yeures he raught, 
He might for memorie of lliat dayes ruth, 

Be called Ruddytmne, and thereby taught, 
T’auenge his Parents death on them, tlut had 
It wrought. 

So forth he far’d, as now befell, on foot, 

Sith his good ste€<I is lately from him gone ; 
i’atience perforce ; hclpelcssc what may it bool 
To fret for anger, or for gricfe to mone 
Ills Palmer now shall foot no more alone ; 

So fort une wrought , as vnder greene woods sydt 
He lately heard tliat dying Lady gronc, 

He left his steed without, and spearc besyde, 
And rushed in on fwt to ayd her, ere slic dydt 

4 

The whiles a losdl wandring by the way, 

One that to bountie neuer cast his mind, 

Ne thought of honour euer did assay 
His baser brest, but in his kestrcll kind 
A [leasing vaine of glory vaine did find, 

To which his flowing toung, and troublous 
spright 

Gaue him great ayd, and made him more 
mclind : 

He that braue steed there finding ready dight. 
^Hirloynd both steed and speare, and ran away 
full light. 


Now gan his hart all swell m lollitic. 

And of him selfe great hope and hclpc con- 
ceiu’d) 

! That I'Aifled vp with smoke of vanitie, 

And with sclfc-loued personage deceiu’d, 

He gan to hope, of men to be rccciu'd 
For such, as he him thought, or fame woukl 
bee : 

Hut for in court gay ix)rtaunce he jxrceiu’d, 
And gallant shew to be in greatest gree, 
Lftsoones to court he aist t’auauna* his first 
degree. ^ 

And by the way lie chiiunced to espy 
One sitting idle on a sunny bancke, 

I To whom auaunting in great braiicry, 
i As Peacocke, that his ptiintcd plumes doth 
I firancke, 

■ He smote his courser in the trembling flanckc, 
! And to liirnthreatncd his hart-thrilling s[)earc: 

The sccly man seeing him ryde so ranckc, 

I And ayme at him, fell flat to ground for feare, 
j And crying Mercy lowd, his pitious liands gan 
reare. 

7 

Thereat the Scarcrow wexed wondrous prowd, 
Through fortune of his first aduenture faire, 
And with big tJiundring voyce rcuyld him lowd. 
Vile (aytiue, vissall of dread and despaire, 
Vnworlhie of the commune breathed airc, 

I Why liuesl thou, {lead dog, a lengcr day, 

I And d(Ksl not vnto death thy selfe prcpairc. 

I Dye, or thy selfe my capl iiic yield for ay ; 

I (irrat fauour 1 Uiee graunt, for aunswere thus 
I to stay. 

1^8 
I I lold, 0 dcarc Lord, hold your dead-doing hand, 
i ILen loud he crycle, I am your humble thrall. 

I Ah wretch (quotli he) thy destinies withstand 
My wralhfull will, and do for mercy call. 

I giuc thee life : therefore prostrated fall, 

And kissc my stirrup ; that thy homage bee. 
Tlie Miser threw him selfe, as an OfTail, 
Streiglit at his loot in base humililec, 

And clec'jX'd him his liege, to hold of him in fee. 

9 

.So happy [leacc they made and faire accord : 
Ef tsoonc-s this 1 icgc-man gan to wexe more bokl, 

' And when he felt the folly of his Lord, 

I In his owne kind he gan him selfe vnfold : 

For be was wylie witted, and grownc old 
In cunning sleights and practick knauery. 
From that day forth he cast for to vphold 
Hu idle humour with fine flattery, 

And blow the bellowes to his swelling vanity. 
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10 

Tromparl fit man for Braggadocchio^ 

To serue at court in view of vaunting eye ; 
Vaine -glorious man, when fluttnng wind docs 
blow 

In his light wings, is lifted vp to skye : 

The scorne of knighthood and trew dieualrye, 
To thinke without desert of gentle deed, 

And noble worth to be aduaunced hye : 

Such prayse is shame ; but honour vertues meed 
Doth bearc the fairest flowrc in honorable seed. 

11 

So forth they pas, a well consorted paire. 

Till that at length with Archimage they meet : 
Who seeing one that shone in armour l.ure, 

On goodly courser thundring with his feet, 
Eftsoones su|>posed him a person meet, 

Of his rcuengc to make the instrument ; 
Forsincethci?fticrm^ knight hecarstdidwcct, 
To bcene with Guyon knit in one consent, 

The ill, which earst to him, he now to Guyon 
ment. 

12 

And comming close to Trompart gan inquere 
Of him, what mighty warriour tluit mote bee, 
That rode in golden sell with single S{)erc, 

But wanted sword to wreake his enmitte. 

He is a great aduenturcr, (siiid he) 

That hath his sword through hard assay forgone, 
And now hath vowd, till he auen :cd bee, 

Of that despight, ncucr to wojircn none ; 

That sjjeare is him enough to docn a thousand 
gronc. 

Th’enclmuntcr greatly ioyed in tlic vaunt. 

And weened well ere long his will to win. 

And both his focn with cquall foyle to daunt. 
Tho to him looting lowly, did begin 
To plaine of wrongs, which had committed bin 
By Guyon, and by that false Redcrosse knight, 
Which two through treason and decciptfull gin, 
Had slaine Sir Mordant, and his I^dy bright : 
That mote him honour win, to wreake so foule 
despight. 

Tlierewith all suddcinly he seemd enraged. 

And threatned death with dreadfull countc- 
naunce. 

As if their Hues had in his hand bcene gaged ; 
And with stifle force shaking his mortall launce. 
To let him weet his doughtie vahaunce, 

Thus said ; Old man, great sure shalbe thy 
meed, (gcaunce 

If where those knights for feare of dew ven- 
Do lurke, thou certainly to me areed, 

That I may wreake on them their hainous hate- 
full deed. 


Certes, my Urd (said he) that shall I soone. 
And glue you eke good hclpe to their decay, 
But mo e 1 wisely you aduise to doon ; 

(liue no ods to your foes, but do puruay 
Your selfe of sword before that bloudy day : 
For they be two the prowest knights on ground, 
And oft approu’d in many hard assay. 

And eke of surest stcele, that may be found, 
Do arme your selfe against that day, them to 
confound. 

16 

Dotard (said he) let be thy deepc aduise ; 
Seemes that through many yeares thy wits 
thee fade, 

And that weake eld hath left thee nothing wise. 
Else neuer should thy ludgcmcnt be so fraile, 
To measure manhood by the sword or maile. 
Is not enough foure quarters of a nun, 
Withouten sword or shield, an host to quaile ? 
Thou little wotest, what this right hand can; 
Speake thc'y, which hauc beheld the battailcs, 
which It wan, 

17 

The man was much abashed at his boast ; 

Yet well he wist, that who so would contend 
With either of those knights on euen coast. 
Should need of all his armes, him to defend ; 
Yet feared Kust his boldnesse should offend, 
When Braggadocrhio said, Once I did swearc, 
When with one sword seuen knights I brought 
to end, 

Thence forth in battcll ncucr sword to beare, 
But It were that, which noblest knight on earth 
doth weare 

PcrdieSir knight, said then th’enchaunter bliue, 
That slull I shortly purchase to your bond : 
For now the best and noblest knight aliue 
Prince Arthur is, that wonnes in Faerie lond ; 
Ilehathasword, hatflameshkeburningbrond, 
The same by my dcuice I vndertake 
Shall by to morrow by thy side be fond. 

At which lx)ld word that Ixiastcr gan to quake, 
And wondred in his mind, what mote that 
monster make. 

He «tayd not for more bidding, but away 
Was siiddein vanished out of his sight : 

The Nor theme wind his wings did broad dis- 
play 

At his commaund, and reared him vp light 
From off the earth to take his aerie flight. 
They lookt alx)ut, but no where could espie 
Tract of his foot : then dead through great 
affright 

They both nigh were, and each bad other flic : 
Both fled attonce, nc euer backe returned eie. 
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Till that they come vnto a forrest greene, 

In which tlicy shtowd themselues from cause- 
lesse feare ; [beeue, 

Yet feiire tliera followes still, where so tlicy 
Eacli trembling leafe, and whistling wind they 
hcjire, 

As ghastly bug their haiie on end docs reare : 
Yet both doe striue their fearfulnes^* to fame. 
At last they heard a home, that shrilled cleare 
Tliroughout the wood, that cerhoed agiunc. 
And ni.ide the forrest ring, as it would riuc m 
twaine. 
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Kftthroiighthethickethcyheaidoncrudelyrush; 
With noyse whereof he from his loftie stcccj 
Downe fell to ground, and crept into a bush, 
To hide his coward head from dying dreid. 

But Troml>arl stoutly stayd to mken heed 
Of what might hap. Eftsooiietherestcppcdforlh 
A goodly Ladie clad m hunters wad, 

'rh.it seemd to be a woman of great worth, 
And by her stately [wrlancc, borne of heaucnly 

22 

Her face so faire as flesh it seemed not, 

But hcauenlypourtraict of bright Angels hew, 
Cleare as the skie, withouten blame or blot, 
'rhrough goodly mixture of complexions dew ; 
And in her cheekes the vermciH red did shew 
Like roses ma bedof lillusshed, 

The whicli ambrosiall odours from them tlirew. 
And gazers sense with double pleasure fed, 
liable to hcale the sicke, and to reuiue tlie ded. 

23 

In her faire eyes two liuing lamps did flame, 
Kindled abouc at th’heauenly makers light, 
And darted fyrie betuncs out of the same. 

So passing persant, and so wondrous bright, 
Tliat quite bereau’d the rash beholders sight ; 
In them the blinded god his lustfull fire 
To kindle oft assayd, but had no might ; 

For with dredd Maiestie, and awfull ire, 

She broke his wanton darts, and quenclicd base 
desire. 

24 

Her iuorie forhead, full of bountie braue, 

Like a broad table did it selfe disprciJ, 

For Loue his loftie triumphes to engraue, 

And write the battels of nis great godhed : 

All good and honour might therein be red : 
For there their dwelling was. And when she 
spake, 

Sweet words, like dropping honny she did shed, 
And twixt the pcrles and nibins softly brake 
A siluer sound, tnat heauenly musicke seemd to 
make. 


25 


V|X)n her eyelids many Graces sate, 

Vnder the sliadow of her euen browes, 
Working bclgards, and amorous rctrate, 

And cuery one her with a graa* endowes : 

And euery one with meekencs.se to her bowes. 
So glorious mirrhour of ci U'stiall graa. 

Anil souerame iiioniment ol inorlall vowes, 
flow sliall fraile pen dcscriueher heanenly faa‘, 
For feare throngli want ol skill lier bcautie to 
disgraa ? ^ 

Sofaire,and thousand thousand I mu's more fain* 
She seemd, vvlicn she prcsental was to sight, 
And was yclad, for heat of scorching airc, 

All III a silken Camus lylly whight, 

Purlli'd vjX)n with many a folded plight, 
Which allaboue besprineklcd was throughout 
With golden aygulcl.s, that glistral bright, 
Likelwincklingstarres.andallthcskirtaboui 
Was hemd with golden fringe. 
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13clow her liam her wc'td did somewhat tramc, 
Andher streight legs mo t braue I v were emboy 1(1 
In gilden buskins of costly CortSwainc, 
Allbard witligoldenbendcs, which werccntayld 
With curious antickes, and full faire aumayld : 
Before they faslned were vnder her knee 
In a rich lewcll, and therein entrayld 
lliecnds of all tlieir knots, tliat none might see, 
I low ( hey wi t h in t heir fou Idings close cn wrafipcd 


bee. 
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Like two faire marble pillours they were scene, 
Which doc the temple of the Gods sup|X)rt, 
Whom all the jieoplc dccke with g rlands grame. 
And honour in their festiuall resort ; 
Thosesame with state! ygr.K e,and princely |x)rt 
She taught to tread, when she her sclfc would 
grace, 

But with the wooddie Nymphes when she did 
play, 

Or when the flying Libbard she did chacc, 
She could them nimbly inoue, and after fly 


apace. 
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And in her hand a shar|)e borc-speare she held, 
And at her liar kc a bow and quiucr gay, 

Stuft with stccle-hcaded darts, wherewith she 
queld 

The saluage beastes in her victorious play, 
Knit willi a golden bauldricke, which forelay 
Athwart her snowy brest, and did diuide 
Her dainlie paps ; which like young fruit in 
Mav 

Now little gan to swell, and being tide, 
Through her thin weed theirplacesonlysignifide. 
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Her yellow lockes crisped, like golden wyre, 
About her shoulders weren loosely shed, 

And when the winde emongst them did inspyre, 
They waued like a penon wide dispred, 

Ana low behinde her backe were scattered ; 
And whether art it were, or heedlesse Imp, 

As through the flouring forrest rash she fled, 

In her rude haircs sweet flowres thcmselues did 
lao, 

And flourishing fresh leaucs and blossomes did 
enwrap. 

Such as Diana by the sandie shore 
Of swift Eurolas, or on Cynlhus greene, 

Where alltheNy inphcs hauc her vnwarcs forlore, 
Wandreth alone with bow and arrowes keene, 
To seeke her game : Or as that famous Queene 
Of Amazons, whom Pyrrhus did destroy, 

The day that first of Pname she \\as scene, 

Did shew her solfc in great triumphant loy. 

To succour the weake stale of ^j<laflhrted Troy 

32 

Such when as hartlessc Trompari did her vcw, 
He was dismayed in his coward mind, 

And doubted , whether he himsclfe should she w , 
Or fly away, or bide alone lx laud : 
lioth feare and ho|)e he in her face did find, 
When she at last him sfiying thus bespake ; 
Ilayle Croome ; didst not thou see a bleeding | 
Ilind, [slrake.-'j 

Whose right haunch earst luy stedfast arrow 
If thou didst, tell me, that I may her oiierlake. 
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Wlicrewith reviu’d, this answerc forth he threw , 
0 (joddesse, (for sudi I thee lake to Ik'c) 

For neither doth thy face terreslriall shew, 

Nor voyce sound mortall , 1 auow to thc'c, 
Such wounded beast, as that, I did not see, 
Sith earst into this for'est wild I came 
But mote thy goodlyhed forgiue it mte, 

To weet, which of the G(k1s 1 shall thee name, 
Tliat vnto thee due wor^hlp I may rightly frtune 
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To whom she thus ; but ere her w ords ensewed, 
Vnto the bush her eve did suddcin glaunce, 

In which vairic Bra^gadoccluo w.ls mewed, 
And s,\w It stirre : she left her peremg launce. 
And towards gan a deadly shaft aduaunce, 

In mi nd t o mat ke 1 1 ic beast . A t w h ich s.id st owre , 
T rampart f ort h slept ,to stavt 1 le mortal I chau ore, 
Out crying, 0 what euer heauerilv jxiwre, 

Or earthly wight thou be, withhold this deadly 
howre. 


0 stay thy hand, for yonder is no game 
For thy fierce arrowes, them to exercize, 

But loe my Lord, my liege, whose warlike nair'* 
Is farre renowmd through many bold emprize 
And now in shade he shrowded yonder lies 
She staid : with that he crauld out of his nf'st, 
Forth creeping on his caitiue hands and lines, 
And standing stoutly vp, his loftie crest 
Did fiercely shake, and rowze, as comming laic 
from rest. , 
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As fc'arcfull fowle, that long in secret caue 
For dread of soaring luuke her sclfe hath hid. 
Not caring how, her silly life to saue, 

She her gay paintetl plumes disordend, 

Seeing at last her selfe from daunger rid, 
Pee[)es foorth, and soone renewes her natiue 
priile ; 

She gins lier feathers foiile disfigured 
Proudly to prune, and set on eiiery side, 

So shakes off sli.ime, ne thinks how erst she did 
her hide. 

.So when her gixxlly visage he beheld, 
llegaiihmiselfe to vaunt : but when he vewed 
'Fhose dc*a< lly tool(*s, w hich 1 n her hand she 1 leld, 
Soone into other fits he was transmewed, 

I Till she to him her gratious siieach rencwe<l ; 

I All haile, Sir knight, and well may thee befall, 
As all the like, which honour haue purscwetl 
'Fliroiigh deelk's of armis and prowesse mart lall ; 
All V erl lie merits j )raise, but such the most of all. 

To whom he thus ; 0 fairest vndcr skic. 

True Ix' thy words, and worthy of thv praise, 
'Dial warlike feats doest highest glorilie. 
Therein haue I Sjxnt all tny youthly dairs. 
And m.any Ixittailcs fouglit, and manv fraic*s 
Throughout the world, wher so they might lx 
found, 

Fndeiiourmg mv dreadded name to raise 
Al)Ouc the Moone, that fame may it rc'soiind 
In her eternall trompe, with laurell girland 
cround. 

But what art thou, 0 I^die, which doest raunge 
In this Wilde forrest, where no pleasure is, 

And doest not it for loyous court excliaunge, 
Fmongst thine c(|uall peres, where happie bhs 
And all delight doc’s raigne, much more then 
this ? 

There thou maist loue, and dearcly loiied bee, 
Andswim in pleasure, which thou heredoest rnis; 
There maist thou best be scene, and best maist 
see: 

The wood is fit for beasts, the court is fit for thee. 
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so in pompc of proud estate (quoth she) 
s.Docs swim, and bathes hiraselfe in courtly blis, 

J Docs waste his dayes in darke obscuritcc, 

And in obliuion euer buried is : 

Wliere ease abounds, yt s eath to doe aims ; 
Hut who his limbs with labours, and his mind I 
l\haiics with cares, cannot so easie mis. I 
Abroad in armes, at home in studious kind j 
iVIk) seekes with painfull toile, shall honor 
s(K)ncst find. i 
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n woods, in waues,in warres she wonts todwcll, ; 
And will be found with pcrill and with mine . ' 
Ne can the man, tliat moulds in idle cell, ' 
Vnto her happie mansion at tame : i 

Before her high God did Sweat ordainc, j 
And wakefull watches euer to abide : | 

But easie is the way, and passage plainc 1 

To pleasures j^llace ; it may soone be spide. 
And day and night her dorcs to all stand open 
wide I 

42 

In Princes court, The rest she would haue said, 
But that the foolish man, fild with delight 
Of her sweet words, that all his sence dismaid. 
And with her wondrous bcautie rauishtquiglil. 
Gan burne in filthy lust, and leaping light, 
Tliought in his bastard armes her to embrace 
With that she swariimg Ixicke, her lauclm 
bright 

Against him bent, and fiercely did menace 
So turned licr about, and fled away ajwn'e. 


For from my mothers wombe this grace I htue 
Me giuen by eternall deslmio, 

1 liat earthly thing may not my courage braue 
Dismay with feare, or cause one foot to flic, 
Hut either hellish fecncls, or jiowres on hie : 
Which was the cause, when earst that home 
I heard. 

Weening it liad bcene thunder in the skie, 

I liid iny selfe from it, as one alTcard ; 

Hut when I other knew, my selfe 1 boldly rcard 
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Hut now for feare of worse, that may betide, 
U‘t Vb soone hence dej>art. They soone agree , 
So to Ills steed he got, and gan to rule, 

As one viiiit therefore, that all might see 
He liad not tniyiied bene in cheualrec. 

Which well that valiant courser did disocrne. 
For he dcspysii to tread m dew degree. 

Hut chauffl and fom’d, with courage tierc'eaial 
Sterne, 

And to Ik* east 1 of that base burden still did erne. 

Cmi/. ////. 

f/’X<X'X'/xv.v>v-s:-v-v-x-V'>coc^,v/.> 

Guyon does Furor bind m ihaines, 
and stops Occasion : 

Ddtufrs Phedon, and ihmfore 
by .Strife is rayld vpon 


WliK h when the Peasant saw, amazd he stoofl. 
And grieued at her flight ; yet dunt he not 
Piirsew lier steps, through wild vnknowen wood , 
Besides he fcard her wrath, and threatned shot 
Willies in the bush he lay, not yet forgot : 

Ne car’d he greatly for her presence vaine. 

But turning said to Trompart, What foule blot 
I.s this to Imight, that Ladie should againc 
Dejxirt to wocSs vmtoucht, and leaue so proud 
disdaine ? 
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Perdie (said Trompari) let her [jassc at will, 
I^t by her presence daungcr mote befall, 
for who can tell (and sure I feare it ill) 

1^1 1 that she is some powre celestiall ? 
for wliilcs she spoke, her great words did apail 
feeble courage, and my hart oppresse, 

Thai yet I quake and tremble ouer ul. 

^d I (said Brofgadocchto) thought no lene, 
first I heard her home sound with such ' 
ghastlinesse. I 


I In braue pursuit of honorable deed, 

There is I know not wiul great diflerenoe 
IJclweene the vulgar and llie noble seed. 
Which vnto things of valorous pretence 
Seeracs to be borne by naliuc influence ; 

fcates of armes, and loue to entertaine^ 
But clnefly skill to ride, scemes a science 
Proper to gentle bloud ; some others fame 
To menage steeds, as did this vaunter ; but in 
vainc. ^ 

But he the nghtfull owner of tliat steed, 

Who well could menage and subdew his pride, 
The whiles on foot was forced for to yeed, 
With that blacke Palmer, his most trusty ^ide ; 
Who sufired not his wondring feet to sli^. 
But when strong passion, or wcake fleshlinewe 
Would from the right way seeke to draw hiai 
wide, 

He would through tempenuiceaiidsteclfiistneMf, 
Teach him the weake to strengthen, and the 
strong suppresse. 
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It fortuned forth faring on his way, 

He saw from fane, or seemed for to see 
Some troublous vprore or contentious fray, 
Whereto he drew in haste it to agree. 

A mad man, or that feigned mad to bee, 

Drew by the haire along vjxin the ground, 

A handsome stripling with great crueltee, 
Whom sore he bett,andgor’d with many awound, 
TTiat cheekes with tcares, and sides with bloud 
did all abound. 

4 

And him behind, a wicked Hag d d stalke, 

In ragged robes, and filthy disaray, 

Her other leg was lame, that she no’te walke, 
But on a static her feeble steps did stay ; 

Her lockcs, that loathly were and hoane gray, 
Grew all afore, and loosely hong vnrold. 

But all behind was Ixild, and worne away, 
Tliat none thereof could euer taken hold. 

And eke her face ill faiiourd, full of wrincklcs 
old. 

5 

And euer as she went, lu r tongue did w.ilke 
In foule reproch, and termes of vile dcspight, 
Prouoking him by her outrageous talke, 

To heape more vengeance on that wretched 
wight ; (smite, 

Sometimes she raught him stones, wherwiih to 
Sometimes her staffe, though it her one leg were, 
Withouten which she could not go vpright , 
Ne any euill meanes she did forbciire, 

'fhat nught him nioiie to wrath, and indignation 

reare , 

6 

Tlic noble Cuyon mou’d with great remorse, 
Approcluiig, first the Hag did thrust away, 
And after adding more impetuous forse, 

His might 1C hands did on the madman lay, 
And pluckt him backc ; whoallonlirestreight 
Against him turning all liis fell intent, [way. 
With beastly brutish r.igc gan him assay. 
And smot, and bit, and kickt, and seratcht, 
and rent, 

And did he wist not what in his auengement. 

7 

And sure he was a man of mickle might. 

Had he had gouernance, it well to guide : 

But when the fnuiticke fit inflamd his spright, 
His force was vaine^ndstrookemoreoften wide, 
Tlien at the aymed marke, which he Iiad eide : 
And oft himselfe he chaunst to hurt vnwarcs, 
Whilst reason blent through passion, nought 
dcscride. 

But as a blindfold Bull at randon fares. 

And where he hits, nought knowes, and whom 
he hurts, nought cares. 


8 

His rude assault and rugged handeling 
Straunge seemed to the knight , that aye with foe 
In faire defence and goodly menaging 
Of armes was wont to fight, yet nathemoe 
Was he abashed now not fighting so, 

But more enfierced through his currish play, 
Him sternely grypt,and haling to and fro, 

To ouerthrow him strongly did assay, 

But ouerthrew himselfe vnwares, and lower lay. 

9 

And being downe the villein sore did beat. 

And bruze with clownish fistes liis manly face : 
And eke the Hag with many a bitter threat, 
Still cald vfxin to kill him in the place. 

With wlwse rcproch and odious menace 
Tlic knight emboyling in his haughlie hart, 
Knit all his forces, and gan soone vnbratc 
His grasping hold : so lightly did vpstart, 
And drew his deadly weapon, to inaintame Ins 
part. 

' 10 

WliK h when the Palmer saw, he loudly iryde, 
Not so, 0 Guyon, neuer thinke that so 
That Monster can be maistred or destroy d : 
He IS not, ah, he is not such a foe, 

As Steele can wound, or strength can ouerthroc. 
That same is Furor, cursed cruell wight, 

That vnto knighthood workes much shame 
and woe ; 

And that same Hag, his aged mother, liight 
Ocamon, the root of all wrath and de‘')Hght. 

11 

With her, who so will raging Furor tame, 

Must first begin, and well her amcnage : 

First her restraiiie from her reprochfull bl.irne, 
And euill meanes, with which she doth enrage 
Her franlicke sonne, and kindles his courage, 
Tlien when she is withdrawen, or strong with- 
stood, 

It’s eath his idle furie to asswage, 

And ailnic the temix*st of Ins passion woorl ; 
The bankes are ouerflowen, when stopped is the 
flood. 

12 

Therewith Sir Guyon left his first emprise, 

And turning to that woman, fast her hent 
By the hoarc lockes, that hong before her eyes, 
Ami to the ground her threw : yet n’ould she 
stent 

Her bitter rayling and foule reuilement. 

But still prouokt her sonne towreake her wrong ; 
But nathelessc he did her still torment, 

And catching hold of her vngratious tong, 
Thereon an yron lock did fasten finme and 
strong. 
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Tiien when as vse of spcach was iroin lier reft, 
With her two crooked haudes she signes did 
make, 

And beckned him, the last helpe she had leit : 
Uut he that last left helpe away did take, 
And both her hands fast bound vnto a stake, 
riiat slie note stirie. Then gan her sonne to flic 
Full fast away, and did her quite forsake ; 
But Guyon after him in haste did hie, 

And soone liini ouertooke in sjid perplexitie. 

14 

In his strong arnies he stiflely liiin embraste, 
Who him gainstriuing, nought at all preuaild : 
For all his power was vtterly defaste, 

\iid furious fits at earst quite wcren quaild : 
Oft he re’nforst, and oft his forces fayld, 

Yet yield he would not, nor his rancour slacke 
Then him to ground he cast, and rudely hay Id, 
And both his hands fast bound behindhis barki , 
And both Ins feet in fetters to an yroii rackt. 

15. 

With hundred yron cliaines he did him bind, 
Andhundredknotsthatdidliimsoreconstraine. 
Vet liis great yron teeth he still did grind, 
And grimly gnash, threatning reuengc invaine, 
Ills burning eycn, wliom bloudie strakes did 
staine. 

Stared full wide, and threw forth sparkes of fire. 
And more for ranck despight, tlien for great 
p,iinc, 

Shakt his long lockes, colourd like copper-wire. 
Anil bit Ins tawny board to shew his raging ire 

16 

I hus when as Guyon Furor had captiu’d, 
Turning about he saw that wretihcd Squire, 
Wliom tliat mad man of life nigh late depriu’d, 
h> mg on ground, all soild with bloud and miri : 
Wliom when as he perceiued to re<^i)ire, 

He gan to comfort, and his wounds to dresse 
Ik'ing at last rccured, he gan inquire, 
Whath.irdmishaphim brought tosuchdistrcsse. 
And made that caitiues thral, the thral of 
wrctchodnesse. 
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Wiili hart then throbbing, and with watry eye‘', 
I' airc Sir (quoth he) what man can shun the iiap, 

1 liat hidden lyes vnwarcs him to surjjryse i 
Misfortune waites aduantage to entrap 
The man most warie in her whelming lap. 

So me weake wretch, of many weakest one, 
Ynweeting, and vnware of such mishap, 

She bro^ht to mischiefc through occasion, 
this same wicked villeindid melight vpon. 


ih 

It was a faitJilcsse Si]uire, that was the soursc 
Of all my sorrow, ami of these sad tearcs, 

W itii whom fromtendei dugof commune nourst', 
Attonce 1 was vpbroiight , and eft when yeares 
More ryjx* vs reason lent to chose our Pcares, 
Our selucs in league of vowed loue we knit : 
In which wc long time witliont gealous feares, 
Or faultie thoughts rontinewd, as was fit ; 
And for my jiart I vow, dissembled not a whit. 
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It was my fortune commune to that age, 

To loue a laidie fairc of great degree. 

The which was borne of noble parentage, 
And set in highest seat of dignitec, 

Yet scemd no k^se to loue, then loiied to bee : 
I>ong 1 her seru’d,and found her faithfull still, 
Ne euer thing could cause vs disagree : 

Loue that two harts makes one, makes eke one 
will : 

Kac'i si roue to jileiise, and others pleasure to 
fulfill. 

20 

My friend, highi Phtlmon^ I did partake 
Of all my loue and all my nriiiitic ; 

Who greatly loyous seeincu for my sake, 

And gratious to lh.it Lidic, as to mcc, 

Nc eucr w-ight, tlut mote so welcome bee. 

As he to her, wilhoutcn blot or blame, 

Nc euer thing, that she could thinkc or sec. 
But vnto him she would impart the same : 

0 wretched man, lliat would abuse so gentle 
Dame. 

21 

\\ last Slid) grace I found, and incancs I wrought , 
'lli.it I th.it L'ldie to my spouse had wonne , 
Accord of friends, consent of parents souglit, 
Afl'Kante m.ide, iny happincssc begonne, 

There wanted nought but few rites to be donrie, 
Which inariage make ; that day too farre diil 
seeme : 

Most ioyous man, on whom the shining Sunne 
Did shew his face, my selfe I did csteemc, 
And that my falser friend did no lesse ioy’ous 
deeme. 

22 

But ere that widied day his bcamc disclosil, 
lie either cnuying my toward go6d, 

Or of himselfc to treason ill disposd, 

One day vnto me came in friendly mood, ' 
And told for secret how he vnd^rstood' 

'Halt I-ailie whom I had I 0 me assynd, 

Hud both distaind her honorable bltXTd, 

And eke the faith, which sh^ to me did byhd ; 
And therfore wisht tHay, tfH I mefre truth 
should fynd. 
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The anguish and slur(>c i^elo^y, 

Which his sad s()ecch infixed in my bre^t, 
R^incklcd so sore, and festred inwardly, 

'Hiat my engreeued mind could find no rest, 
Till that the truth thereof I did oulwrest, 

And hinfi besought by that same sacred band 
Jietwixt vs lx)th, to coansell me the best, 
lie then with solemne oxth and plightefi hand 
Assur’d, ere long the truth to H m: vnderstand. 

24 

Ere long with like againc he Ixjorded mee. 
Saying, he now had boulted ail the fioure, 

And that it was a groonie of base degree, 
Which of my lone wu'i partner Paramoure : 
Who vsed in a darkesoine inner bowre 
Her oft to meet : which l>etter to approiie, 

He promised to bring me at that howre. 

When I should see, that would me nearer moue, 
Anddriiic mo to withdraw my blind abiiseti lone. 

25 

'I’his gracelessc man for furtherance of his guile, 
Did court the handmayd of my I^dy deare. 
Who glad t’embosomc his affection vile. 

Did all she might, more pleasing to ap(X‘are 
One day to worke her to fits will more ncarc, 
He woo’d her thus : Prynu (so she hight) 
Whatgreatdcspightdoth fortune to thcebcare, 
Thus lowly to abisi* thy Ixrautie l)ri<ght. 

That it should not deface all others lesser light ? 

26 

But if she had her least helj)e to thee lent, 
T'adorne thy forme according thy desart, 
Their bhizing pride thou wouldest soone haue | 
blent, [jjart ; | 

And staynd their prayscs with thv least gootl 1 
Nc should fairc Clartiell witli all her art, j 
I’hough she tliy Lady be, approcli thee neare : 
For proofe thereof, this cuening, as thou art, ' 
Aray thy sclfe iii her most gorgeous geure, 
'[“hat I may more deliglit In thy cmbraccinent j 
dcarc. i 

27 

The Maiden proud through praysc, and mad 
through Iquc 

Him hearkned to, and soone her selfe urayd, 
'Die ¥thiks to me the treachour did renioue I 
His craftie engin, and as he had sayd, | 
Me leading, in a secret epmer layd, 

'Hie sad sjpecta(;pur pf my Tragedic ; (jdayd, 
Where |ett, he went, ami^his ownc falSj paijt 
i^i^isedilike that groove of base degree, . j 
Viiliom he had feignd th’abuser of my loue tot^ee. 1 


2d 

Eftsoones he came vnto th’appointed place, 
And with him brought Pryenty rich arayd. 

In Claribellaes clothes. Her proper face 
I not descerned in that darkesome shade, 

But weend it was my loue, with whom heplayd. 
Ah God, wliat horrour and tormenting griefe 
My hart, my hands, mine eyes, and all assayd ? 
Me liefer were ten thousand deathes pricfe, 
'rhen wound of gealous worme, and shame of 
such repnefe. 

2<) 

I home returning, fraught with fowlc despiglit, 
And chawing vengeance all the way I went, 
Soone as my loathed loue appeard in sight, 
With wrathfull hand I slew her innocent ; 
That after soone I dearely did lament : 

For when the cause of that outrageous dee<je 
Demaunded, I made plaine and cuident, 

Her faiiltie Handmayd, which that bale did 
breede, 

i onfest, how Philemon her wrought to chaunge 
licr weede 

30 

Which when I heard, with horrible affright 
And hellish fury all enragd, I sought 
Vj»n my selfe that vengeable despiglit 
To punish : yet it better first I thought, 

Towreakemywrathonhim,thatfirstitwrougIit 
To Philemon, false faytour Philemon 
I cast to pay, that I so dearely bought ; 

Of deadly drugs I gaiie him d’rinke anon, 

And washt away his guilt with giiiltie potion 

Tliusheapingcrimc on crime, and gricfeongriefc, 
To losse of loue adioyning losse of frend. 

I meant to purge l)oth with a third mischiefc, 
And in my woes lx*gmner it to end ; 

That was Pryene ; she did first offend. 

She last should smart: with which cruell intent, 
Wlien I at her my murdrous blade did bend, 
She fleil away with ghastly dreriment. 

And I pursewing my fell purpose, after went. 

32 

Fearegduc her wings, and rage enforst my fligli> ; 
Through woods and plaincs so long I did her 
chace. 

Till this mad man, whom your victorious might 
Hath now fast bound, me met in middle space, 
As I her, so he me pursewd apace, 

And shortly ouertooke : I, breathing yre, 
Sore chauflfed at my stay in such a cace, 

And with my heat kindled his rruell fyre ; 
Which kindled once, his mother did more rage 
inspyre 
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IV iwixt them both, they hauc me doen to dye, 
Di rough wounds, and strokes, and stubbornc 
lundeling, 

I’lat death were better, then such agony, 
griefe and fune vnto me did bring , 

Ot svluch in me yet stickes the inortall sting, 
riut during life will neuer be appeasd. 

When he thus ended liad his sorrowing, 
S.ud( 7 «y(?n, Squire, sore haue ye beenc discard; 
Itul all your hurts may soone through temi)er* 
ance be easd. 

54 

riien gun the Palmer thus, Most wretched man. 
riwt to affections does the bridle lend , 

In their beginning th^ are wcakc and wan. 
But soone Uirough sufT ranee grew to (careful I 
end ; [contend . 

Willies they are weake betimes with them 
For when they once to perfect strength dogrow. 
Strong warres they make, and crucll butt ry bend 
fiamst fort of Reason, it to oiierfhrow : 
Wrath, gelosie, griefo, loue tins V|uirc haue 
Uyd thus low. 

. 35 

Wrath, gealosie, griefe, loue do thus cx{k‘I 1 : 
Wrath is a fire, and gealosie a weede, 

(iriefe is a flood, and loue a monster fell ; 

The fire of sparkes, the weede of little scede, 
The flood of dro^is, the Monster filth did breede : 
liut sparks, seed, drops, and filth do thus delas , 
Tlie sparks soone quench, the springing seed 
outweed, 

llie drops dry vp, and filth wipe cleane awav : 
So shall wrath, gealosie, griefe, loue dye and 
decay. 

Vnlijf'ky Squire (said Gnyon) silh thou hast 
Kline into mischiefe through intem|XTaunce, 
ITena'forth takehcedeofthatthou now hast pa«t, 
And guide thy wayes with wane gouernaunce, 
lasist worse betide thee by some later chaunce. 
But read how art thou nam’d, and of what kin 
Pfu-iion I hight (quoth he) and do aduaunre 
Mine aunccstry from famous Coradtn, 

Wliofirst to rayseour house to honour did begin. 

Tl , 

* '"Is ,is he spake, lo far away they spyde 
A varlet running towards lustily, 

Whose flying feet so fast their way applyde, 
round about a cloud of dust did fly, 
mingled all withswcatc,did dim his eye. 
Hc^ncapproched.pant mg, breathlessc, whot . 
^nd all so soyld, that none could him descry ; 
Ills coimtenaunce wa* bold, and bashed not 
‘i'Jf C/Myanx lookes, but scornefuil cyglaunoc at 
him shot. 


Behind his backe he bore a brisen shield. 

On which was drawen faire, in colours fit, 

A flaming fire in midst of bloudv field, 

And round about the wreath this word was writ . 
Burnl 1 do bunif. Right well beseemed it, 

'Jo be the shield of some rciloubted knight , 
And m his hand two darts exreeding flit, 

And deadly sharjie he held, whose heads wore 
rlight , . 

In |K>yson and m blond, of m.ilia* and despi^lu 

39 

When he m iircsencc came, to Gnyon first 
1 le boldly sjrake, Sir knight, if knight thou bee 
Aliandoii this forestalled place at erst, 

I'or feare of further harme, I t'ounscll thee, 
Or biilc the rluurice at thine owne ieojx'rdu* 
The kniglit at his great lx)ldii(m* wondered, 
And though he scornd his idle vanilic, 

Vet mildly liim to purjxm- answered ; 

For not to grow of nought he it coniecturixl. 

40 

Varlet, this place most dew lo me I deeme. 
Yielded by him, that held it forcibly. 

But whence sliould come that harme, whieli 
thou doest seemc 

Tothrcattohim,thatmmdsl)isdiauna‘t*abye^ 
Perdy (said he) here comes, and is hard by 
A knight of w'ondrous })Owre, and great assay, 
'That neuer yet encountred enemy, 

But did him deadly daunt, or fowlc dismay ; 
Ncthouforlxttcr hope, if thou his presence stay 

41 

How hight he then (said Gnyon) and frenn 
whence ^ 

Pyrochlfs is his name, rtnowmed farre 
For his bold feats and hardy confidence, 

Full oft approu’d in many a crucll warre, 

The brother of Cymochles, both which arre 
'I’hc sonnes of old AcraUs and Despi^ht, 
AcraUs sonne of PhIrf>fton and larre ; 

But PhUj^fUm IS sonne of Herebus and , 
But Herebus sonne of Aetermtie is higiit. 

42 

.So from immortal 1 race he (Joes proceede, 

'Hiat mortall liaii'is may not withstand hu 
might, 

Drad for his derring do, and bkxidy deed ; 
For all in bloud and spoile is his delight 
His am I Attn, his in wrong and right, 

That matter make for him to worke vpon 
And stirre him vp to strife and cruel! figlit. 
Fly therefore, fly this fearcfull stead anon, 
thy foolhardixc worke thv sad confusion. 
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His be that care, whom most it doth cona'rne, 
(Said he) but whither with such hasty flight 
Art thou now bound ? for well mote 1 discerne 
Great cause, that carries tlieesoswift and light. 

MyLord(quothhe)mescnt,aiidstreightbehight 
To seeke Occaston, where m slie btc : 

For he is all disposd to bloudy light, 

And breathes out wrath and hainuus cruellic ; 
ibrd is his hap, that first fals in ins leoiiardie 

44 

Madman (said then the Palmer) that does stekr 
Occasion to wrath, and cause of strife ; 

She comes vnsought, and shonned followes eke 
Hapny, who can abstaine, when Rancour rife 
Kinales Rcuenge, and threats his rusty knife, 
Woe ncuer wants, where euery cause is caught, 
And rash Occasion make's vnquiet life. 

'Fhen loe, where bound she sits, whom thou 
hast sought, 

(Said Guyon,) let that messiige to thy Lord be 
brought. 

45 

That when the varlet heard and saw, streight 
way 

Hewoxedwon(lrouswroth,andsui<l,Vilekniglit, 
'Phat knights and kniglitluKKl d(x.si with 
shame vpbray. 

And shewst th’ensample of thy duldish might, 
With silly weakc old woman thus to fight. 
Great glory and gay sixnle sure hast thou got, 
And stoutly prou ’d thy puis-vui ncc here in sight ; 
That shall Pyrochlrs well rajuitc, I wot, 

And with thy bloud alxilish so reprochfull blot. 

4(3 

With that one of his thrillant darts he threw-. 
Headed with ire and vcngcablc dcspight ; 
The quiuering stcclc his aymed end well knew , 
And to his brest it sclfe intended right : 

But he was wane, and ere it empight 
III the meant marke, aduaunst Ins sliield 
atweene, 

On which it seizing, no wav enter might, 

But backe rebounding, left the forcklieadkeene ; 
Eftsoones he fled away, and might no where be 

scene. 
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Pymhlcs does u Uh Guyon jiglu, 

And Furors chayne vnbinds : 

Oj w}wm sore hurt^Jor hts reuen^e 
Atm Cymehies finds. 

C^XOC^X' X-X'X 'X^X^X^X'XOC/X>XO 

\ Wlio cuer doth to ternperaunce apply 
Ills stedfast life, and all his actions frame. 
Trust me, shall find no greater emm> , 

Then stublxirne perturbation, to the sairie ; 
To which right well the wise do giue that name, 
For It the goodly peace of stayed mindes 
Docs oucrthrow,and troublous warre proclame : 
1 lis ownc woes authour, who so bound it liftdes, 
As did Pyrochks, and it wilfully vnbindes, 

2 

Alter that varlets flight, it was not long, 

Lre on the plaine fast pricking Guyoti spide 
One in bright arnies embattciled full strong. 
That as the Sunny beames do glaunceand glide 
V(xin the trtmbling waue, so sliincd bright, 
Androundabouthimthrcwforthsixirklingfire, 
That seemd him to enfiame on euery side : 
Ills steed was bloudy red, and fom^ ire, 
Wliea with the maistring spur he did him 
roughly stire. 

3 

Approching nigh, he neuer sLiyd to grille, 

Nc chaffar words, prowd courage to prouoke, 
liut prakt so fiers, that vndernciith Ins feetc 
The smouldring dust did round about him 
smoke, 

Both horse and man nigh able for to choke ; 
And fairly couching his stccledieaded sjieare, 

1 Him first diluted with a sturdy stroke ; 

, It liootcd nought Sir Guyon comming neare 
To tliinke, such hideous pui.ssaunce on foot to 
j lieare. 

4 

But lightly shunned it, and passing by, 

With his bright blade did smite at him so lell, 
That the sharpe stccle arriuing forcihlv 
On his broad shield, bit not. but glaimcmg fell 
On his horse nccke before the quilted sell, 
And from the head the body sundred quight. 
So him dismounted low, he did com()ell 
On foot with him to matchen ctmll fight ; 
'Hie truncked beast fast bleeding, aid him fowly 
dight 
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S)re bruzed with the fall, he slow vprose, 

And all enrapd, thus him loudly snent ; 
Disleall knight, whose coward courage chose 
To wreake it selfc on beast all innocent, 

And shund the marke, at which it should be 
ment, [hood frailc ; 

Thereby thine armes seeme strong, but nuui- 
So hast thou oft with guile tliine honour blent ; 
But litle may such guile thee now auaile, 

I f won ted force and fort une do not much in e f.u le . 
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Like as a Lyon, whose imperiall rwwre 
A prowd rebellious Vnicome denes, 

T’auoide the rash assault and wrathfull stowie 
Of his fiers foe, him to a tree applies, 

And when him running in full aiursc lie spies, 
He slips aside ; the whiles that furious beast 
His precious home, sought of his eninues, 
Strikes in the stocke, nc thence can lie rclca^t . 

Hut to the mighty victour yields a Ixnmteon* 
feast. 


6 

With that he drew liis flammgsword.andstrooke 
At him so fierady, that the vpper marge 
Of his seucnfolded sliicld away it tooke, 

And glaundng on his helmet, made a large 
And open gash therein : were not his targe, 
That broke the violence of his intent, 

The weary soulefromtlience it woulddischarge ; 
Nathelesse so sore a buff to him it lent, 

That miule him reele, and to his brest his Ixuer 
bent. ^ 

Exceeding wroth was Cuyon at that blow, 

And much a.shaind, that stroke of lining armc 
Slwuld him dismay , and make him stou[) solow , 
Though otherwise it did him litle hamie : 

Tho hurling high his yron braced amie. 

He smote so manly on his shoulder plate, 
lliat all his left side it did quite disarnie ; 

Yet there the Steele stayd not, but inly bate 
Heepe in his flesh, and opened wide a red flood- 
Kate. g 

Deadly disrnayd, witli horrour of that dint 
PyrochUs was, and grieued eke entyre ; 

Yet nathemore did it his fury stint, 

But added flame vnto his former fire, 

That weliiigh molt his hart in raging yrc, 

Ne tlienceforth his approued skill, to ward, 

Or strike, or hurtle round in warlike gyre, 
Rcmembred he, ne car’d for his saufgard, 

But rudely rag’d, and like a cruell Tvgre far’d 

9 

He hewd, and lasht, and fo>nd, and thundred 
blowes, 

And euery way did seeke into his life, 
Neplate, ne male could ward so migh ty throwes, 
yielded passage to his cruell knife, 
wt Guym, in the heat of all his strife, 

Was warie wise, and closely did awayt 
A^ntage, whilcst his foe did rage most rife ; 
^MMoetimes a thwart, somedmet he strooke him 
Urayt, 

And faM oft his blowes, t’illude him with such 

bayt. 


With such faire slight him Cuyon often laild, 
Till at the last all breathlessc, wearie, lainl 
Him spying, with fresh onset he a.ssaild, 

And kindling new his courage seeming qiir mt, 
Strooke him so hugely, that through great 
constraint 

He made him stoup perforce vnto his knee 
And do vnwilliiig worship to the Saint, 

That on his shield depainted he did see ; 
>uch homage till that instant neuer learned hee. 

12 

Whom Cuyon seeing stoup, pursewed fast 
The pn*scnt offer of faire victory. 

And soone his dreadfiill blade alxiut he fiist, 
Wherewith he smote his haughty crest so hye, 
That streiglit on ground made him full low to 
lye ; 

'Ihen on h^ brest his victour footc he ihruM, 
With that lie cryde, Mercy, do me not dye, 
Ne deeme thy force by fortunes dooinc vniust, 
That hath (inaiigrc her spight) thus low me laid 
m dust. 

Eftsoones Ins cruell hand Sir Cuyon stayd, 
Tempring the passion with aduizement slow, 
And maistring might on enimy dismayd ; 

For th’cqu.all d\c of warre he well did know , 
Then to him said, Liuc and allegaunce owe, 
To him that gnies thee life and liberlie, 

And henceforth by this dayes ensample trow, 
That hasty wroth, and heedlesse hazard ne 
Do breede rejientaunce late, and lasting in* 
faniic. 

, J4 . . 

So v]^) he let him rise, who with grim looke 
And count’naunce sterne vpstanding, gan to 
grind 

Hisgrated teeth for great di5dcignc,and sliookc 
His sandy lorkes. long hanging downc liehind, 
Knotted in bloud ana dust, for griefe of miiid, 
That be in ods of armes was conquered ; 

Yet in himselfe some comfort he did fmd. 
That him so noble knight had maistered, 
Whose bounty more then might, yet both he 
wondered. 
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Wliich(fuy^ marking said, Be noughtagrieu*d, 
Sir knight, that thus ye now subdewed arre : 

. , Was neuer man, who most conquestes atchieu'd, 
But sometimes had the worse, and lostby warre, 
Yet shortly gaynd, that losse exceeded farre : 1 
.Losse is no shame, nor to be lesse then foe, 

But to be lesser, then himselfe, doth marre 
Both loosers lot, and victours prayse alsoe. i 
Yaine others ouerthrowes, who selfe doth oucr- 

throwe. . 

1 6 

Fly, 0 PyrochUs, fly the dreadfiill warre, 

Tliat in thy selfe thy less<.'r jiarts do moue. 
Outrageous anger, and woc-working larre, 
Oirefull impatience, and hart rntirdring loue ; 
Those,thosethyfoes,tho^warrioursfarrcinoue, 
Which thee to endlesse bale raptiued lead. 
Butsith in might thou didst rny mercy proue, 
Of curtesie to me the cause arrad, 

That thee against me drew with so im|)etuous 
dread. 

Dreadlesse (said he) that ■>!» ill I soonc declare : 
ft was complaind, that thou hadst done great 
tort 

Vnto an aged woman, poorc and bare. 

And thralled her in chaines with strong effort, 

' Voide of all succour and necdfull comfort : 
That ill beseemes thee, such as I tliec see, 

To worke such shame. Therefore I tliee exhort, 
To chaunge thy will, and set Occaswn free, 
And to her captiuc sonne yield his first libertee. 

i8 

Thereat Sir Guyon smilde, And is that all 
(Said he) that thee so sore displeased hath ? 
Great mercy sure, for to enlarge a thrall, 
Whose freedome shall thee turne to greatest 
scath. [wrath : 

Nath’lesse now quench thy whot ernboyling 
liOe there they be ; to thee I yield them free, 
fliereat he wondrous glad, out of the path 
Did lightly leape, where he them bound did see, 
And gan to breake the bands of their captiuitee. 

So(^nc os Occasion felt her selfe vntvde, 

.iiefore her sonne could well assovled bee. 

She to her vse returnd, and streight defyde 
(Both Guyon and Pyrochles : th’one (said shee) 
Bycaase he wonne ; the other bccaufe hee 
Was wonne: So matter did she make of 
nought, 

To .stirre vp strife, and do them disagree : 

But soone as Furor was enlargd, she sou^t 
To kindle his quencht fire, and thousand causes 
wrought. 


20 

It was not long, ere she inflam’d him so, 

That he would algatcs with PyrochUs fight, 
And his redeemer chalengd for his foe, 
Because he had not well mainteind his right, 
Butyiekitxl had to thatsame straunger knighi ; 
Now gan Pyrochles wex as wood, as hee. 

And him affronted with impatient might : 

So both together fiers engrasped bee, 

VMiilcs Guyon standing by, their vneouth strife 
does see. 

21 

Him all that while Occasion did prouokc 
Against Pyrochles, and new matter framed 
V[X)n the old, him stirring to be wroke 
Of his late wrongs, in which she oft him blanic<l 
Forsufferingsuch abuse, as kn ighthoodsliamcd, 
And him dishabled quite. But he was wise 
Ne would with vainc occasions be inflamed ; 
Yet others she more vrgent did deuise : 

Yet nothing could him to impatience entise 

22 

Their fell contention still increased more. 

And more thereby increased Fwm might, 
That he his foe has hurt, and wounded sore, 
And him in bloud and durt deformc'd quight. 
His mother eke, more to augment his spight, 
Now brought to him a flaming fire bfond, 
Which she in Stygian lake, ay burning bright, 
Had kindled : that she gaue into his bond, 
That armd with fire, more hardly he mote him 
withstood. 

Tho gan that villein wex so fiers and strong. 
That nothing mightsustaine his furious forsc ; 
He cast him downe to ground, and all along 
Drew him through durt and myre without 
remorse. 

And fowly battered his comely corse, 

That Guyon mucii disdeignd so loathly sight 
At list he was comj)eld to cry j^erforse, 
Hcl|)c, 0 Sir Guvon, helpc most noble knigtit, 
To rid a wretched man from hands of hellish 
wight. 

The knigfit was greatly moued at his plaint. 
And gan him dight to succour his dbtresse, 
Till that the Palmer, by his graue restraint, 
Him stayd from yielding pitifull redresse ; 
And said, Deare sonne. thy ciusdessc nith 
represse, 

Ne let thy stout hart melt in pitty vayne ; 

He that his sorrow sought through wilfulnesse, 
And his foe fettred w^d release agayne, 
Descrues to tast his follies fruit , repented payne. 
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Ou\'on obayU ; So him away he drew 
From needlcsse trouble of renewing fight 
I Alreiuly fought, Ids voyage to pursew. 
i Hut rash PyrochUs varlet, Aim hight, 

Wlicn late he saw hib Ixird in heauy plight, 
Viidcr Sir Cuyons puissaunt stroke to fall. 

I Inn deeming dead, as then he seemd in sight. 
Hcd hist away, to tell his funerall 
\ nto his brother, whom CymehUs men did aill 

26 

11c was a man of r.ue redoubted might, 
iMmousthroughoutthcworldforwarlikcprayH-, 
And glorious sjxiiles, purcliast in jieriloiis fight: 
Full many doughtie knights ho in his dayes 
1 lad doen to death, subdewdc 111 eijuall fra\ cs. 
Wliose carkases, for terrour of his name, 

LH fowlesand beasteshe made the piteous prayes , 
Aik 1 hong their conqueredarmes f ( ir moredc fame 
I In gallowtiieSjin lionour of h^ dearest Dame 

27 

lliv dearest Dame is that Enchaunteressc. 
riif vile Acrasta, that with vaine delighted, 
And idle plcivsurcs in her Bourc of Bltsse, 
Does charrne her louers, and the feebk 
■'j)nghtes 

r^in Call out of the bodies of fraile wightes • 
Whom then she dot*s transforme to monstrous 
hewes, 

And horribly misshapes with vgly sightes, 

< aptiu’d eternally in yron mewes, 

\nd d.irk''Oin d( nv, where Titan h^ fare neuer 

Dicre Atm found Cymddes soiourning, 

To serue his Leinans lone : for he, by kind. 
Was giuen all to lust and kxise liumg, 

When euer his fiers hands he free mole find . 
Anri now he lias pourd out his idle mind 
in dairitie dchces, and lauish loyes. 

Hailing ins warlike wea[X)ns cast liehind. 

And fiowc-s in plcusurc-s, and vamt pleasing 
to\ 

Miiigkd (inong't 1(km; I^die^- and lasauioiis 
■ 2g 

* ar him, art striuing to rompiire 

nature, did an Arlxr greene disprcd, 
hranjetl of wanton Yuie, flouring fairc, 
Through which the fragrant FJglaritmedidspred 
Ills pricking armes, entrayld with roses red, 
^^ichdaintie odours round about them threw, 
And all within with flowrts was garmslicd, 
Thatwhen myld Zepkyrus emongst them blew, 
^ breath out bounteous smels, and painted 
colors shew. 


30 

And fast beside, there trickled softly downc 
A gentle streame, whose murmuring wane did 
play 

Emongst the pumy stones, and made a sowru , 
To lull him soft a sleejx;, tliat by it lay ; 

The wearie Trauuler, wai.dring tint way, 
Therein did often quench Ins thristy heat, 
And then by it Ins wearie limbts display, 
Whilc-s creeping slombcr made him to forget 
Ills former juine, and wyj)t away his toylsom 
swent 

31 

And on the other side a pleasaunt grouc 
Was shot V]) high, full of the stately tree, 
That dediciited is TOlympid-e hue, 

And to his sonne AhtJis, whenos hee 
(iaynd in Ncmea gocxlly victorec ; 

Therein the mery birds of euery sort 
('haunted ulowd their chearefull harmonic : 
And made emongst I liemselues a sweet cmsoi t . 
That (juickned the dull spright with miisicall 
comfort. 

There he him found all carclesly display’d, 

In secret shadow from the sunny ray, 

On a sweet bed of lillits softly layd, 

Amidst a floikc of l)am/els fresh and gay, 
Thai round about him dissolute did play 
Their wanton follus, luid light mcriment ; 
Euery of wliieli did loosely disaray 
Her vpjx'r jiarts of meet habiliments, 

And slicwd tin III naked, deekt with many 
ormuiients. 

And euery of them strnue, with most delights, 
Him to aggrate, and greatest jileasurcs shew , 
Nunc Iraind l.iirc lookes, gl.memg liki cuening 
lights, 

Others sweet words, dropping like honny dew ; 
Some bathed kisses, and did soft einbrew 
The siigred heeair through his nielliiig li()s : 

( )ne Ixs'isli s h( r Ixautie.and docs yeel<] to vew 
Her eUmtie ImiUs akuie licr teneler hips ; 
Another her out Ixiastes, and all for tryall slrijis, 

lie. like an Adder, lurking m the weeds, 
IIisw.mdnngtlKjughtindcepdesircdex^stccpe, 
And hisfrmlee\cwiths[K)yie of D autie fetdi'*- , 
^(inictimcs he falsely fames hirnselfc toslec[K’, 
Whiles through their lids his wanton eies do 
jieejK.-, 

To sleale a snatdi of amorous conadpt, 
Whereby close hre into his he-art does creejx : 
So, tliem deceiues, decern’d in his deceipt, 
Made drunkc with drugs of dcare voluptuous 
receipt. 
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Alin arnuing there, whm him he spide, 

Thus in slill waues of decpe delight to wade, 
Fiercely approching, to him lowdly cride, 
tynwchles ; oli no, but CymochJes shade, 

In which that manly person late did fade, 
What is become of great Aerates soimc ? 
where hath he hong vp his morlall blade, 

rimt hathsomanyhaughtiecoiKjuestswonne? 

h* all his force forlorne,and all his glory donne ? 

36 

Then prickinghimwitli liissliar[)'‘-pomt('d dart, 
He said ; Vp, up, thou womanish wcake 
knight, 

That here in Ladies lap entoml>ed art, 
ynrnindfnll of thy praise and prowest might, 
And weotlosse eke of lately wrought despight 
Whiles sad Pyrochles hc*s on scnselesse ground, 
groneth out his vtrnost grudging spright, 
rhrough many a stroke, and many a stream- 
ing wound. 

Calling thy helpe in vaine, that here m loyes art 
dround. 

Mdeinly out of his dJhghtfull drearne 
ihe man awoke, luid would haue questiond 
more ; 

^t he would not endure that wofull tiicame 
For to dilate at large, but vrged sore 
With perdng words, and pittifull implore. 
Him hasUe to arise. As one affright 
With hellish feends, or luines mad vprorc 
He then vprose, inflarnVl wilh fell dt^sinalit 
.Anil callc*d for his armes ; for he would al^atcs 
fight. 

38 

They bnie vbrouRlit ; he (|iucklv does him dicht, 

And lightly mounted, passeth on his way, 

Nc Ladies loues, ne sweete entreaties might 
Appease his heat, or hastic jxissage stay ; 

Fw he has vowd, to bcenc auctig’d that day 
Uhat day it scife him seemed all too long :) ’ 
On him, that did Pyrochlcs dearc disni.iy : 

So proudly pricketh on his courser strong. 

And Atm aie him pricks with spurs of shame 
and wrong. 


CanL l\ 
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Guytm ts of mmodfst Mcrth 
led into hose desire, 
l^iglUi with Cytnochles, whiles his bro- 
ihtr bunm in furious fire. 

A Harder le-sson, to Icarne Continence 
hi loyous pleasure, then in gricuous painc * 
For swc-ctncsse doth allure the weaker sence 
.So strongly, that vneathes it can refraine 
From that, whicli feeble nature couets fame • 
But griefe and wrath, that be her enemies. 
And foes of life, she better c n rcstraine ; 

Yet vert ue vauntes in both their victories, 
^niXCuyon in them all shewes goodly maistcrics. 

2 

Whom bold Cytnochles trauellmg to hnd, 

Widi cruell pur|)Ose bent to wreakc on hiin 
1 he wrath, which Atm kindW in his mind!] 
f ame to a riuer, by whose vtrnost brim . 
Wayting to [xesse, he saw whereas did swiqf 
A long the shore, as swift as glaunce of evc! 
A litlc Gondclay, IxxJccked trim T 

With lx)ughc“s and arlxiurs wouen cunningly, 
lhat like a litle forrest seemed outwardly. 

And therein sate a Ladic fresh and faire^^ 
Making sweet solace to her selfe alone JEJp 
Sometimes she sung, as loud as larke in^T' 
Sometimes she laught.that nigh her bretlK ‘ 
Rone, ^ 

Yet was there not with her else any one, > 
That might to her moue auisc of mcrimciii- 

Mattcrofmcrthenough.thoughthercwcrcfcV 

She could dcmsc, and thousand waies ini^ 

To fetxle her foolish humour, and vaine ioK 
ment. 

Which when far re off Cynwchlesh&iTd, and sa't' 
He loudly cald to such, as were a bord, 

Ihe little barke vnto the shore to draw, * 
And him to feme oner Uiat deepe ford : 
pe merry marriner vnto his word 
Soonc hearkned, and her painted bote 
streightway 

Turnd to tlie shore, where that same warlike 
one in rcceiu’d ; but Adn by no way 
She would admit, albe the knight her much did 
pray. 
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^hsooncs her shallow ship away did slide, 

^ More swift, then svk'allow shcres the liquid skic, 
f Witliouten oare or Pilot it to jjuide, 

‘ Or winged canuas with the wind to flie, 

Only she turn’d a pin, and by and by 
It cut away vfwn the yielding wane, 

Ne cared she her course for to apply : 
for it was taught the way, which she would 
t haue, 

And both from rockh and flats it sclfe could 


In this wide Inland sea, that hi^t by name 
The Idle like, my wandrm^ ship I row, 

Tlut knowi s hci | )ort , and tin thersai li s by aynie, 
Ne care, ne hare I, how the wind do blow, 

Or whether swift 1 wend, or whether slow : 
lioth slow and swift a like do striie iny lourne, 
Ne swelling Niplunc, ne loud ihundnng loue 
('-anchaungeiny cheaie.oi makeineeuerrnoumc; 
My Idle Imt ran safely |klssc this ix-rilous 
Ixiurne. 


wisely sane. ^ 

And all the way, the wanton Dainzell found 
New inerth, her passenger to entertainc : 

For she in pleasant purpose did abound, 

And greatly loycd merry tales to fame. 

Of which a store-house did with her roraaine. 
Vet seemed, nothing well they her bc'Carne ; 
^or all her words she drownd with laughter 
vainc, 

And wanted grace in vtt’ring of the same, 
Chat turned all her plcasancc to a scoffing game. 

. 7 

Aiid other whiles vaine toyes she would deuize 
/s her fantastickc wit did most delight, 
ometimes her head she fondly would aguizc 
\ ^ith gaudic girlonds, or fresh (lowrcts dight 
lx)iit her necke, or rings of rushes plight ; 
jjomctimcs to doe him laugh, she would assay 
To laugh at shaking of the leaucs light, 

Or to behold the water worke, and play 
Uiout her hlle frigot, therein making way. 


1 1 

Wluli-s tliusshc talkcil, and whiles lliusshetoyd, 
'riieywerefarrc jxist the piLSsagc,wluciilies|»ke, 
Air! come vnlo ;ui Island, waste and voyd, 
That flote<l in the midst of that great lake, 
There her small (londelay her jiort did make, 
And that gay paire issuing on the shore 
Disburdncd her. Then way they forward take 
Into the land, lliat lay them fairc iK'fore, 
VVhosi pKa^aimceshe lumshew'd,and plcnlifull 
great store. 

12 

It was a chosen plot of fertile land, 

Kmongst wide waues set, like a lille nest, 

As if It had by Natures cunning liand 
Jiene choisely picked out from all the rest, 
And lanl forth for ensarnple of the Ust ; 
Nodaintic flown orherbe,thatgrow( scftground, 
No arboret with I’xiinU'd blos.somcs drtst, 
Andsmeliingswcel,btit there it might befound 
To bud out faire, and her sweet smcls tiirow all 
around. 


8 

,ht bchaiiiour, and loose dalliauncc 
wondrous great contentment to the 
light, 

d of his way he had no souenaunce, 
r circ of vow’d rcuenge, and cruel! fight, 
to weakc wench did yecld his martiall 
*ght. 

.asie was to quench his flamed mind 
.itli one sweet droj) of scnsuall delight, 

JO easic IS, t’appeuse the stormic wind 
)f malice m the calmc of pleasant womankind. 

0 

h ^rse discourses in their way they spent. 
Mongst which Cyviochles of her questioned, 
T^th wliat she was, and what that v.sage ment, 
Which in her cot she daily practised. 

Vaine man (said she)that wouldt*st be reckoned 
A straunger in thy home, and ignoraunt 
W Phadria (for so my name is red) 

Of Phadrta, thine owne fellow seruaunt ; 
or thou to scrue Acrasia thy selfe doest vaunt. 


13 

No tree, whose brauiu lies did not braucly spring ; 
No braumh, where on a fine bird did not sit: 
No bird, but did her shrill notes sweetly sing ; 
No song but did eontaine a louely dit : 

Tre(‘s, brauiiches, birds, and songs were 
fraino<l fit, 

For to allure frailc mind to carel(‘ssc ease, 
(urelessethemansfxinewoxe.andhiswcakcwit 
Was oucre'oine of thing, that did liim please ; 
So fihased, did his wralhfull pur|x)sc fairc 
apiK-ase. 

14 

Thir. when she Imd his cyis and senses fed 
Wjthfalscdiliglits.andfildwillipleasimsvamc, 
Into a sliadic dale she soft him led, 

And laid him downe v(x)n a griussic plainc ; 
And her sweet selfe without dread, or disdaine, 
.She set bf*side, laying his head disarm’d 
In her Iw>sc lap, it softly to sustaine, 

Where soonc he si umbred , fear i ng not be harm’d, 
The whiles with a loud lay she thus him sweetly 
charm’d. 
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lkbold,0 man, that toilesorae paines doesttake, 
The llowres, the helds, and all that pleasant 
growcs, 

How they thernselues doe thine ensainple make, 
Whiles nothing enuious nature them forth 
throwes 

Outof herfruitfull laj); how , no man knowt^, | 
lliey spring, they bud, they blossome fresh I 
and laire, [showcs ; j 

And deck the world with their rich jiompous 
Yet no man for than takdli paines or rare, 
Yet no man to them can his aircfull pines 
compre. 

The lilly, Ladie of the flowring field, 

'Fhe Flowre-dehice, her loucly I’arainoure, 

Bid thee to them thy fruitlesse labours yield, 
Andsoone Icaue ol f t h 1 s t oy lesome wear le St ou re ; 
Loe loe how braue she decki her bounteous 
boure. 

With silken nirtens and gold coutrlets, 
'riiercinto shrowd her sumptuous Belamourc. 
Yetncitherspiiiiic'snorcardes,nerar<.'s nor frets, 
But to her mother Nature all her care she lets. 

n 

Why then <lost thou, 0 man, that of them all 
Art Uird, and eke of nature Soueraiiie, 
Wilfully make thy selfe a wretched thrall. 

And wastthy loyotis hourc-s in needles.se paine, 
Seeking for daunger and aduenturcs vaine 
What bootes it all to haue, and nothing \s( ' 

Whoshallhimrcw.thatswimminginlhernaiiie. 
Will die for thirst, and water doth refuse " 
Refuse such fruitlesse toile, and present plea- 
sures chusc. jg 

By this she had him lulled best a slcejK*, 

That of no worldly tiling he care did take ; 
'Fhcn she with liquors strong his eyes did steepe. 
That nothing should him h.Lstily awake : 

So she him left, and did lier selfe Ix'take 
Vnto her Ixxit againe, with which she cleft 
The slouthfiill wane of that great grl(^l\ lake , 
Soonc .she that Island farre behind her left. 
And now is come to that s.une place, where first 
she welt. 

10 

Bv this time was the worthy Cuyon hrouglit 
Vnto the other side of that wide strond, 

Where she was rowing, and for passage sought : 
Him needed not long call, she soone to bond | 
Her ferry brought, where him she bvding fond, , 
With his sad guide ; hmiselfe she tfx>kc a btxird, > 
But the Blacke Palmer sufired still to stond, 
Ne would for price, or prayers once affoord. 
To feny’ that old man ouer the perlous foord. 


20 

Guyon was loath to leaue his guide behind, 

Yet being entred, might not backe retyre ; 
For the flit barke, obaying to her mind, 
Forth launched quickly, as she did desire, 

Ne gaue him leaue to bid tliat aged sire 
Adieu, but nimbly ran her wonted course 
'Ilirough the dull biHowes thicke as troubled 
mire, [fors(, 

Whom neither wind out of their seat could 
Nor timely tides did driue out of their sluggish 
soursc 

21 

And b) the way, as was her wonted guizc, 

Her merry fit she freshly gan to reare. 

And did of loy and lollitie deuizc, 

Her selfe to cherish, and her guest to cheare : 
The knight was courteous, and did not forbcarc 
Her lioncst merth and pleasaunce toixirtaki ; 
But when he saw her toy, and gibe, and gcan, 
And p.issc the bonds of modest mcrirnaki , 
Her dalliance he despisd, and follies did for^ike. 


Vet she still followed her former stile, 

And said, and did all that mote him deliglit, 
Till they arriue<J in that pleasant He, 

Where sleeping late she left her other knight 
But when as Guyon of that land had sight. 
He wist himsclfe amisse, and angry said , 

.Ml Dame, pnlie ye haue not (1 (hti me right, 
'I'hus to mislead nv , wlulcs I \ou oUaul * 
Melillenecdidfrominyrightwav tohaue straid 

-a 

Fain .'^ir (quoth ^ln.) lx- not displcasd at all ; 
Who fares on sea, mas not tommaund his way, 
Ne wind and weather at his [ih.isure (all : 
The sea is wide, and easie for to slra} , 

The wind vnstable, and dolii neucr sta>. 

But here a while ye may in safety rest. 

Till season serue nevs jxissage to assay ; 
lietter safe port, then lx in seas distrest. 
Therewith she laught, and did her earnest end 
in u-st 

But he halfe divronti nt, mote natlielesse 
HimseUe aj)jK*ase, and is.sewcl forth on shore : 
The loses wliereof, and happie fruitfulnessc, 
.Such as he saw, she gan him lay before, 

And all though pleasant, yet she made much 
more: [•'pnng, 

Tile fields did laugh, the flowres did freshly 
The trees did bud, and earely blossomes bore, 
And all the quire of birds did sweetly sing. 
And told that gardins pleasures in their caroling 
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Anti she more sweet, then any bird on bough, 
Would oftentimes emongst them beare a part. 
And striue to pas^ (as she could well enough) 
rheir natiue niusicke by her skilfull art : 

So did she all, that might his const4nil hart 
Withdraw from thouglit of warlike enterprize, 
And drowne in dissolute delights ajiart. 

Where noyse of armes, or vew of marliall guize 
Might not reuiue desire of knightly exercize. 

26 

but he was wise, and warie of her will, 

And euer held his hand vjxin his hart : 

Yet would not seeme so rude, and thewed ill. 
As to despise so courteous seeming part, 
riidt gentle Ladle did to him im|mrt, 

But fairely tempring fond ik^ire subdew'd, 
And euer her desired to dejurt. 

She list not heare, but her disjxirts pourseMcl. 
And euer bad liimstay,lilltinic the tide renewd. 

27 

And now by this, Cytnocliles liowrc was sj>ent, 
'Fliat he awoke out of his idle drenic, 

And shaking off his drowzie drcrimcnt, 

Han lum auizc, how ill did him bc‘seeme. 

In sloulhfull skt*!^ liis molten lurt to steme, 
And (|ucnch the brond of his conceiucd ire. 
'riio vp he started, stird with slianie extreme, 
Ne staled for his r)amzcll to inquire, 

But inarched to the strond, there j)a.ssage to 
rec,uire. 

And in the way he with Sir Guyon iiitt. 
Acconifianyde with PfucJria the fairc, 
IdtMiones he gan to rage, and iniy fret, 

( rying, Le-t [x* tlial I^idie dclxjnuirc, 

Ihou recreant kniglit, ami scx>ik thy sdfc 
prepaire 

lo battell, if thou meane her lout to game . 
hoe, loe aJreadie, how the fowles m airc 
IXx? Ilockc, awaiting shortly to oblaine 
* n\ '-ircivse for their ])ra\ , the guerdon of th\ 
jAune. 

Wl therewitliall he lienely at him flew, 
with imixirtune outrage him assayld ; 

>Vho soonc prejxird to field, Ins sword forth 
urew, 

^uid him with cquall value counteriia) Id : 

**-‘ir mightie strokes thtir haberieoris dis* 
luayld, 

,^nd naked made each others m:uilv mkiIIcs ; 
e moriall stcele despiteonsly cntayld 

quite through the yron 
|falles. 

j^j^^^^P^rplpstremeadownthcirgiamlx'ux 


C^nnochUs, that had neucr met before 
So puissant foe, with enuioiis despight 
His proud presumt'd force increust'd more, 
Disdeigtiing to lie held so long m fight ; 

Sir Guyon grudging not so much Ins miglit, 
As those vnknighlly raylings, winch he S))oke, 
With wralhfull lire his courage kindled bright i 
Thereof dciiising shortly to be wroke, 

And doubling all ins fiowres, redoubled euery 
stroke. 

31 

Both of tliern Ingli attonce their hands cnlwunsl . 
And lx)th attonce Iheirliuge blowes downc did 
sway ; 

Cyinofhks sword on Guyons shield yglaunst, 
And thereof nigh one cuarter shcard awa\ ; 
But Guyons angry blade so fiera* did j)lii\- 
On th’oUicrs helmet, winch as Ttlan shone. 
'Hwt quite It clone his jiiumnJ crest in lwa\, 
And bared all his head vnto the bone ; 
Wherewith a.stomslit, still lie stiXHl, as sens(- 
lesse stone. 

Still ;i.s lie vtood, f.urc Pfu/dria, that Midi! 

1 li.it deadly tlawnger, soone atwerne tliem ran, 
And at th(ir fiet her ‘-cHe most humhlv fold, 
(rying with )»itteous voice, and count’iiance 
wan ; 

Ah well away, most noble Ixirds, how ran 
\our cruell eves endnre so pittcous sight, 

To shed your hu(*s cm ground i* wo woitli the 
man. 

That first (fid feacli the nirscd stede to hight 
In Ins ow'iK' ilcsl), ,ni<l make way lo the lining 
sjiriglit. 

^3 

If euer lone of L-nlic did empiercc 
Your yron hrestes, or jnttie could find place, 
Withhold yourliloudieliandsfroinlKiltcllfieTce, 
And sitli for me ye figlit, to me this grace 
B(»th yeeld, to sUiy your deadly strife a space 
'I he-ystayd a wliile: and forth she pan jirocee <1 
Most wrctdied woman, and of wicked race, 

I hat am the* author of this hainous deed. 

And emse of cJc.ith betweenc two cioughlie 
kinglilsdoc hfLcd 

34 

But if for me ye figlit, or me will scruc. 

Not tins rude kind of battell, nor these arim s 
Are meet, the which doe rnen in lale to sterue, 
And dolefull sorrow hc*ajx* with dead lyliarmes; 
Such rrucll game my sciirmoges disamies : 
Another warre, and other weapns I 
Dex* loue, where Iouedoc‘sgiue hisswcet alannes, 
Without bloucislied, and where the entTiiy 
Does yc*eld vnto Ins fexr a pleasant victory 
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Debatefall strife, and cruell enrnitie 
The famous name of knighthood fowly shcnd ; i 
liut louely peace, and gentle amitie, | 

And in Amours the passing houres to spend, | 
The mightiemartiallhandsdoernost commend: 
Of loue they cuer greater glory bore, i 

Then of their armes : Mars is Cupidoes frend, ' 
And IS for Venus loucs renowmed more, ! 
Then all his wars and spoiles, the which he did I 
(rfyorc. j 

Therewith she sweetly smyld. They thougli ; 

full bent I 

To proue extremities of bloudu light, ' 

Vet at her sficach their rage^ gan relent. i 

And calrne the sea of their tempestuous spight, I 
Such jjowre haue pleasing words : sucli is the I 
might 

Of courteous clemencie in gentle hart. 

Now .liter all was ceast, the Faery knight ' 
Besought that Uamzell suiter him depart, | 
And yield him readie jjassage to that other part, j 


She no lesse glad, then he desirous was 
Of lus departure thence ; for of her loy 
And vaine delight she saw he light did pas, 

A foe of folly and imnKxk-st toy. 

Still solemne sad, or still disdainfull coy, 
Delighting all in armes and cruell warre, ; 
That her sweet peace and pleasures did annoy, | 
Troiililed witli terrour and viujuiet iarre. 

That she well pleased was thence to amoue him | 
farre. j 

Tho him she brought abord, and her swift liote 
Forthwith directed to that furtlier strand ; 
The which on the (full waues did lightly flotc 
And soone arriued on the shallow sand. 

Where gladsome Guyon salied forth to land. 
And to that Damzcll thankes gaue for reward. 
Vpoii that sliore he spied Aim st.uKl, 

There by his nnister left, when Lite lie far’d 
In Phirdruis flit barke oner that perlous sliard. 
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With that he stiflely shooke his steelehead dart: 
Hut sober Guyon, hearing him so raile, 
Though somewhat moued in his raightic hart, 
\’et with strong reason maistred passion fraile, 
And passcei faircly forth. He turning taile. 
Hacketothestrond retyrd,andthercstillstay(l, 
Awaiting passage, which him late did faile ; 
The whiles Cyinodiles with that wanton mayd 
The hastie heat of his auowd rcuenge dela\'f] 
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\Vh vlest there the \ arlctstood,hesaw from farre 
An arme<J knight, that towards him fast ran, 
He ran on foot, as if in lucklesse warre 
Ills forlorne steed from him the victour wan , 
He seemed breathlesse, hartlesse, faint, and 
wan, 

.\iid .ill lus armour sprincklcxl was with bloud, 
And soyld with durtie gore, that no man car 
Discerne the hew thereof. He neuer stood, 
Ikit lient lus h:istie course towards the idle Hood. 
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The varlct saw, when to the flood he came, 
How without stop or stay he fiercely lept, 
And dee|)c him sclfc bcducked in the same, 
That in the lake his loftie crest was stcept, 
Ne of his safe! 1 C seemed care he kept, 

Hut with his r.iging armes he rudely flasht 
Tiic warns alxiut, and all his armour swept, 
d’hat all the bloud and filth away was washt, 
Yet still he bet the w.itcr, and thcbillowesdashl. 
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. ^tIn drew nigh, to weet what it mote bee ; 

For much he wondred at that vneouth sight , 
VVliom sliould he, but his owne dcare I>ord, 
there sec. 

His owne dcare Lord PyrochUs, in sad plight, 
Readie to drowne himselfe for fell despight. 
Harrow now out, and well away, he cryde, 
What dismall d.ay hath lent this cursed light. 
To sec my Lord so deadly damnifyde ? 
Pyrochles, 0 Pyrochles, what Ls thee betyde ? 


30 

Well could he him reinemlier, sith of late 
He with Pyrochles sharp (Fh-Uement made ; 
Streight gun he him reuilc, .uid bitter rate, 

As shepheards ciirre, that m darke eucnings 
shade 

Hath traded forth some saluage beastes trade; 
Vile Miscreant (s.\id he) whither doest thou flie 
The shame and death, which will thee soone 
inuade ? 

What coward hand shall doe thee next to die, 
That art thus foully fled from famous encmie ? 
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I hurne, I burnc, I bume, then loud he cryde, 
0 how I bume with implacable fire, 

Yet nought am quench mine inly flaming syde, 
Nor sea of licour cold, nor lake of mire. 
Nothing but death can doe me to respire. 

Ah be It (said he) from PyrochUs farre 
After pursewing death once to require. 

Or think, tliat ought those puissant hands may 
marre ; 

Death is for wretches borne vnder vnhappie 
starre. 
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Pcfdie, then is it fit for ine (said he) 

ITiat am, I weene, most wretched man aliue, 
Burning in flames, yet no flames can I see, 
Ami dying daily, d^ly yet rcuiue : 

0 Aim, helpe to me last death to giue. 

The varlet at his plaint was grieu^ so sore, 
That his deepe wounded hart in two did riuc, 
\nd hisowne health remembring now no mort , 
Did follow thatensample, which he blam’d afore. 

46 

Into the lake he lept, his Lord to ayd, 

(So Louc the dread of daunger doth dt'spise) 
And of him catdiing hold him strongly stayd 
From drowning. Bat more happie he, then wise 
Of that seas nature did him not auLse. 

The waues thereof so slow and sluggish were, 
I'^grost with mud, which did them foulc agrise, 
Tliat eucry weightie tiling they did vpbeure, 
Ne ought mote euer sinke downc to tiic Ijottorne 
there. 

Whiles thus they strugled in that idle waue. 
And strouc in vaine, the one himsclfe todrowne, 
I'he other both from drowning for to saue, 
IvO, to tliat shore one in an aunaent gownc, 
Whose hoarie locks great grauitie did crownc, 
Holding in hand a goodly arming sword, 

By fortu ne came, led w 1 1 li tl 10 1 rou hloits sownc : 
Wheredrenebed deepe he found in thatdull ford 
Tfie carefull scruant, striumg with his raging 
Uird 
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Hun Aim spying, knew right well of yore, 

And loudly cald, Helpe helpc, 0 Archtmaf^e ; 
To saue my I.ord, in wretched plight forlorc ; 
Helf)e with thy hand, or with thy counscll sage: 
Weake hands, butcounsell is most stronginu^je 
Him when the old man saw, he wondred sore, 
To see Pyrochles there so rudely rage : 

Vet sithens helpe, he saw, he needed more 
Then pittic, he in hast approched to the .shore 


And cald, Pvrochks, what is this, I see ? 

What hellish furic hath at earst thee hent ? 
I’urioiLs euer I thee knew to bee, 

\ Yet ncucr in this straiinge astonishment. 
T^iesc lla’ues, these flames (he cryde) do me 
torment. 

: W'hatflames(quothhe)when I thee present sec, 
In daunger rather to be drent, then brent ? 

; Harrow, the flames, which me consume (said 
bee) 

Ne can be quencht, within my secret bowels bee. 
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That cursed man, that crucll feend of hell. 
Furor, oh Furor hath me thus liedight : 
ills deadly wounds witliin my liucrs swell, 
And his whot hre bii rot's i n mi ne en trai Is brigh ( , 
Kindled through Ins mfc i nail brond of spignt, 
Sith late with him I Ivattt il vumc would bosle , 
That now I wccnc Jour^ drcaili'd tliunder light 
Does scorch not lialfe sosore, nor dtunned ghoste 
In flaming Phlr^lott dixs not so felly roste 

Which when as Archtma^o heard, his griefe 
He knew riglit well, and him ullona' (usarnid 
Then searcht his secret wounds, and made u 
pricfe 

Of cuery plao;, that was with brusing harmd, 
Or with tlie liiddcn lire too inly warmd. 
Which done, he balmcs and berk's iherdo 
applyde, 

And eucrmorc with mighty .six ls thcmchariiKl, 
Th.it in sliort sparse he has them (jualifyde, 
And him restor’d to health, that would Imue 
algates dyde. 

Cam. VII. 

Guym jindes Mammon in a dHue, 
Sunntnfi hts thrfosure hore : 

Is by hm tcmplrd, and Ird downe, 

To see his secret store. 

1 

As Pilot well ex[x:rt in [xjrilous waue, 

That to a stedfast starre his course hath knt, 
When foggy mistcs, or cloudy Icmiicsts liauc 
The faithfull light of that fairc lampc yblent, 
And couer’d heauen with hideous drerimcnt , 
V[x)n his card and comfxi.s firmes his eye. 

The maistcrs of his long ex|x;rimcnt, 

And to tlicm docs the stcildy hcime apply, 
Biddirg liis winged vcssell fairely forwai^ fly: 

2 

.So Guyon haumg lost his trusty guide, 

Ixite left beyond that Ydle lake, proceedes 
Yet on his way, of none accompanide ; 

And euermore himsclfe with comfort feedcs. 
Of hisowne vertues, and praysc-worthydeedcs. 
So long he yodc, yet no aduenture found, 

W hid ( fame of her sh r i 1 1 tr ompet worthy reedcs: 
For still he traueild through wide wastfull 
ground, | around. 

That nought but desert wildernessc shew'd all 
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At last he came vnto a gloomy glade, [light, ( 
Coucr’d with boughes and shrute fromheauens 
Whereas he sitting found in secret shade 
An vneouth, saluage, and vneiuile wight, 

Of griesly hew, and fowle ill fauour’d sight ; 
His face with smoke was tand, and eyes were 
bleard, 

His bead and beard with sout were ill bedight, 
His cole-blacke hands did seeme to haue beene i 
seard 

In smithes fire-spitting forge, and nayles like , 
dawes appeard. 

4 

His yron coate all ouergrowne with rust, 

Was vnderncath enuelopcd with gold, 

Whose glistring glossedsirkned with iilthy dust , 
Well yet appeared, to haue beene of old 
A worke ot rich entaylc, and curious mould, 
Wouen with antickes and wild Imagery : 

And in his lap a masse of coyne he told, ] 
And turned vpsidowne, to feede his eye 
And couetous desire witli his huge threasury. j 

5 

And round about him lay on euery side 
Great hca()cs of gold, that neuer could be-sixmt: 
Of which some were rude owre, not purihde 
Of Muktbers dcuouring element ; 

Some others were new driuen, and distent 
Into great Ingoes, and to wedges square ; 

Some in round plates withouten moniment ; 
But most were stampt, and in their metall bare 
The antique shajxjs of kings and kesars straungc 
and rare. 

Soone as he Cuycni saw, in great ailright 
And hast he rose, for to rcmouc aside 
Those pretious liils from slnmt^;crs enuious 
sight, (wide, 

Anddowne them poured ihrougli an hole full 
Into the hollow earth, them there to hide. 

But GuyoH lightly to him leaping, stayd 
His hand, that trembled, as one terrifyde ; 

And though him self e were at the sightdismayd , 
Yet him perforce rcstraynd, and to him doubt- ' 
full sayd. 

What art tliou man, (if man at all thou art) 
That here in desert hast Uiine habitaunce, 

And tliese rich heapes of wealth doest hide ajiart 
FromtheworldeseyerTnclfromherrightvsauncc? 
TTiereat with staring eyes fixed askaunce, 

In great disdaine, he answerd ; Hardy Elfc, 
That darcst vew my di refull countenaunce, 

1 read thee rash, and heedlesse of thy sclfe, 

To trouble my still seatc, and heapes of pretious 
pelle. 


God of the world and worldlings I me call, 
Great Mammon, greatest god below the skyt 
That of my plenty poure out vnto all, 

And vnto none ray graces do enuye : 

Riches, renowme, and principality, 

Honour, estate, and all this worldes good, 

For which men swinck and sweat incessant 1\ , 
Fro me do flow into an ample flood, 

* And in the hollow earth haue their etemali 
brood. ^ 

Wherefore if me thou dcigne to seme and sen 
At thy commaund lo all these mountaines bee 
Or if to thy great mind, or greedy vew 
All these may not suffise, there shall to tlii^e ' 
Ten ti mes so in uch be numbred f rancke and f ree | 
jWamfw«(said he)thy godheades vaunt is \ ai ne , I 
And idle offers of thy golden fee ; i 

To them, that couet such eye-glutting game, j 
Proffer thy giftes, and fitter seruaunts en ter lai ne 

10 

Me ill besits, that in der-doing armes, 

And honours suit my vowed dayes do spend, 
Vntothybounteousbaytes,andpleasingcharmes, 
Withwhichweakementhouwitchestjtoattcnd: 
Regard of worldly rauckc doth fowly blend, 
And low abase the high heroicke spright, 
That ioyes for aownes and kingdornes to con- 
tend ; [delight • 

Faire shields, gay steedes, bright armes be my 
Those be the riches fitfor anaduent’rousknighi 

11 

Vaine glorious Elfc (said lie) doest not thou weet 
That money can thy wanles at will supply ? 
Shcilds, steeds, and armes, and all tilings for 
thee meet 

It Gin puruay in twinckling of an eye ; 

And crownes and kingdornes to thee multipl) 
Do not I kings create, and throw the crownt 
Sometimes to him. that low in dust dotli ly " 
And him that raigml, into his rownie tlirust 
downc, 

! And whom I lust, do hca[)e witli glory anil 
renowne f 

12 

All otherwise (said he) I riches read, 

And deeme them roote of all d squietnesse ; 
First got witli guile, and then [ resem’d with 
dread, 

And after spent with pride and lauishnesse, 
Leauing behind them griefe and hcauinesse 
Infinite roischiefes of them do arize, 

Strife, and debate, bloudshed, and bittemesse, 
Outrageous wrong, and hellish couetize, 
Thatooblebeart as great dishonour doth despize 
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He thine be kingdomes, ne the scepters thine ; 
But r^mes and rulers thou doest both con- 
found, 

And loyall truth to treason doest incline ; 
iWitnesse the guiltlesse bloud pourd oft on 
I ground, 

The crowned often slaine, the slayer cround, 
The sacred Diademe in peeces rent, 

And purple robe gored with many a wound ; 
Castles surprizd, great cities sackt and brent : 
k) mak'st thou kings, and gaynest wrongfull 
gouernement. 

xingwereto tell the troublousstormcs,thattosse 
The priuate state, and make the life vnsweet: 
Who swelling say les in Caspian sea doth crossc, 
And in frayle wood on Adrian gulfe doth fleet, 
Doth not, I weene, so many euils meet. 

4 Then Mammon wexing wroth, And why then, 
^ said, 

[Arc mortall men so fond and vodiscrcet, 

F ‘ ) cuill thing to seeke vnto their ayd, 
d hauing not complainc, and hauing it 
^ vpbraid .•* 

^ideede(quoth he) through fowle i n teniperaunoe, 
jKrayle men are oft captiu’d to couetise : 

|But would they thinke, with how small 
allowaunce 

iVntroublcd Nature doth her selfc suflise, 

Such su[jcrfluitics they would desjiisc, 

Which wi th sad cares empeach ou r nati ue ioyes : 

the well head the purest streames arise : 
But mucky filth his braunchingarmes annoyes, 
ind with vncomely weedes the gentle waue 
accloycs. 

antique world, in his first flowring youth, 
F^xind no defect in his Creatours grace, 

But with glad thankes, and vnreproued truth, 
riic gifts of soueraigne bountie did embrace : 
f ikc Angels life was then mens happy cace ; 
^ut later ages pride, like corn-fed steed, 

Jbusd her plenty, and fat swolne encrcace 
"o all licentious lust, and gan exceed [need 
I'c measure of her meane, and natural! first 

Fjju gan a cursed hand the quiet wombe 
phisgreat Grandmother with Steele to wound, 
l^nd the hid treasures in her sacred tombe, 
pith S^iedge to dig. Therein he found 
™nt^ne8 of gold and siluer to abound, 

^ which the matter of his huge desire 
J^pomp^pridceftsooneshedidcompound; 

auarioe gan through his veines inspire 
iri greedy flames, and kindled life-deuourinc'fire. 


i8 

Sonne (said he then) let be thy bitter scorne, 
And leaue the rudenesse of that antique age 
To them, that liu'd therein in state forlornc ; 
Thou tliat doest hue in later times, must wage 
Thy workes for wealth, and life for gold engage 
If then thee list my offred grace to vse, 

Take what thou please of all this surjUusage ; 
If thee list not, leaue liaue thou to refuse : 
But thing refused, do not afterward accuse. 

10 

Me list not (said the tlfin knight) rcceaue 
Thing offred, till I know it well be got, 

Ne wote I, but thou didst these goods bcreauc 
From rightfull owner by vnrighteous lot, 

Or that bloud guiltincssc or guile tliem blot 
Perdy (quoth he) yet ncuer eye did vew, 

Ne toung did tell, ne liand these liandled not, 
But safe 1 liauc them kept in secret mew, 
From heauens sight, and powre of all whidi 
them pursew. 

What secret place (quolh he) can safely hold 
So huge a masse, and hide from heauens eye ? 
Or wherehast thou thy wonne, thatsomuch gold 
Thou canst preserue from wrong and robbery-* 
('ome thou (quoth he) and see. So by and by 
Through that thicke couert he him led, and 
found 

A darkesonie way, which no man could descry, 
That deepc descended through the hollow 
ground. 

Ana was with drc'ad and horroiir comimsed 
around. 

21 

At length they came into a larger space, 

Tliat strctcht it selfe into an ample plaine. 
Through which a beaten broad high way did 
trace, 

That streight did lead to Plutoes piesi v rainc : 
By that wayes side, there sate inrernall Payne, 
And fast b^ide him sat tumultuous Stride : 
The one in hand an yron whip did gtrainc, 
The other brandished a blouay knife, 

And both did gnash their teeth, and botli did 
threaten life. 

22 

On thothcr side in one consort there sate, 
Cruell Reuenge, and rancorous Despight, 
Disloyal 1 Treason, and hart-burning Hate, 
But gnawing Gealosie out of their sight 
Sitting alone, his bitter lips did bi^t, 

And trembling Feare still to and fro did fly, 
And found no place, where safe he sliroud him 
might, 

Lamenting Sorrow did in darknene lye, 
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And ouer them sad Horrour with grim hew, 
Did alwayes sore, beating his yron wings ; 
And after him Owlcs and Nigiit-rauens flew 
The hatefull messengers of heauy things, 

Of death and dolour tellmg sad tidings ; 
Whiles sad Celeno, sitting on a clift, 

A song of bale and bitter sorrow sings. 

That lurt of Hint a sunder could liaue rift : 
Which hauing ended, after him she flyeth swift. 

24 

All these before the gatc*s of Pluto lay. 

By whom they passing, spake vnto them 
nought. 

But th’Elfm knight with wonder all the way 
Did feed his eyes, and fild his inner thought. 
At last him to a litlc dorc he brought, 

That to the gate of Hell, which ga|)od wide, 
Wa.s next adioyning, ne tlu'in jiartcd ought : 
Betwixt them both wjus but a title stride, 
That did the house of Richesse from hell-mouth 
diuide. 

25 

Before the dore sat sclfe-consuming Care, 

Day and night keeping wary watch and ward, 
For feare least Force or Fraud should vnawarc 
Breakcin,ands()Oilethe treasure there in gard: 
Nc would he suffer Slec[)c once tluther-ward 
Approch, albe his drowsie den were next ; 
For next to death is Slcepe to be corapard : 
Therefore his house is vnto his annext ; 

Here Sleep, there Kichessc, and Hel-gatc them 
both betwext 

26 

So soone as Mamnoti there arriu’d, the dorc 
To him did open, and affoorded way ; 

Him followed eke Sir Cuyon cuermore, 

Ne darkenessc him, ne daunger might dismay. 
vSoOne as he entred wits, the dore streight way 
Did shut, and from Wiind it forth there Icpt 
An vgly feend, more fnvvlc then dism.all day, 
The which with monstrous sialkc behind him 
slept, 

And cuer as he went, dew watch \ pon him kept 


Well hoped he, ere long tliat hardy guest, 

If cuer couetous hand, or Icsifull eye, 

Or lips he layd on tiling, that likt him best, 
Or cuer sleepe his eye-strings did vntye, 
Should be lus pray. And therefore still on hye 
He ouer him did hold his cruell clawes, 
Threatning with greedy gri[)e to do him dye 
And rend in pecces with his rauenous pwes, 
If euer he transgrest the fatail Stygian mwes. 
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That houses forme within was rude and strong 
Like an huge caue, hewne out of rocky clift, 
From whose rough vaut the ragged breacb« 
hong, 

Embost with massy gold of glorious gift, 

And With rich metall loaded euery rdt, 

Tliat heauy ruine they did seeme to threat ; 
And ouer them Arachne high did lift 
Her cunning web, and spred her subtile net. 
Enwrapped in fowle smoke and clouds mort 
blacke then let. 

29 

Both roofe, and fioore, and wals were all of gold, 
But ouergrowne with dust and old decay, 
And hid in darkenesse, that none could behok 
The hew thereof : for vew of chearefull day 
Did neuer in that house it sclfe display, 

But a faint shadow of vneertain light ; 

Such as a lamp, whose life does fade away : 
Or as the Mwnc cloithed with dowdy night 
Does shew to him, tliat walkes in feare and sad 
affright. ^ 

In all that rowme was nothing to be scene, 
But huge great vron chests and coffers strong, 
All bard with double bends, that none could 
wccnc 

Them to cfforce by violence or wrong ; 

On euery side they placed were along. 

But all the ground with sculs was scattered. 
And dead mens bones, which round about were 
flong, 

Wliose hues, it seemed, whilome there wtrt 
shed, 

And their vile carcases now left vnburied. 

They forward passe, ne Guyon yet SfX)kc word. 
Till that they came vnto an yron dore, 
Which to them oj^ened of his owiie accord. 
And shewd of nchc^sse such cxcc‘c\ling store, 
A=) eye of man did nciicr see before ; 

Ne cucr could within one plac^i be found, 
Though all llic wealth, which is, or was of yort 
Could gathered be through all the world arouni 1 
.\nd that abouc were added to that vndt 
ground. 

32 

The diargc thereof vnto a couclous Spnght 
Cornmaunded was, who thereby did attciKl, 
And wanly awaited day and night, 

From other couetous feends it to defend, 
Who it to rob and ransacke did intend. 

Then Mammon turning to tliat warnour, said , 
IjOg here the worldcs blis, loe here the end, 
To which all men do ayme, rich to be made 
Such grace now to be ha^, is before thcc laid 
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Ccrtcs (said he) I n’ill thine offred grace, 

Ne to be made so happy do intend : 

Another blis before mine eyes I place, 
Another happinesse, another end. 

To them, that list, these base regardes I lend, 
but I in armes, and in atchicuemcnts braue. 
Do rather choose my flitting houres to spend, 
And to be Lord of those, that riches haue, 
Tlien them to haue my selfe, and be their seruile 
sclaue. 

Tliereat the feend his gnashing teeth did grate. 
And grieu’d, so long to lacke his greedy pray , 
hor well he weenea, that so glorious bayte 
Would tempt his guest, to take thereof assay : 
find he so doen, he had him snatcht away, 
More light then Culuer in the Faulcons fist, 
hiternall God thee saue from such decay 
But whenas Mammon saw his purpose mist, 
Him to entrap vnwarcs another way he wist. 

35 

Thence forward he him led, and shortly brought 
Vnto another rowme, whose dore forthright, , 
To him did open, as it had beene taught : I 
Therein an hundred raunges weren pight, ' 
And hundred fomaccs all burning bright ; 

By euery fornace many feends did bide. 
Deform^ creatures, horrible in sight, , 
And euery feend his busie paincs upplide, 1 
1 0 melt the golden metall, ready to be tride. I 
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36 

One with great bellowes gathered filling aire, 
/Vnd witli forst wind the fcwell did mlliunc , 
Another did tlie dying bronds re{>.iirc 
With yrori toungs, and sprinckled oft the saiiK 


Behold, Uiou Faeries sonne, with inortall eye, 
That liumg eye before did ncuer sec : 

The thing, that tiiou didst crauc so earnestly, 
Toweet,whcna‘:dl tlicweiilthl.iKsiu'wdl.ynu'il 
Proceeded, lo now is reuculd to thet\ 

Here is the fountaiiic of the \Norldes gowl : 
Now therefore, if tliou wilt cniKiied bee, 
Auise thee well, and cliaunge tliy willull mood, 
Uast thou jierhaps lioreafter wish, and be 
witlistood. 

30 

Sufiise It tlicii, thou Money (lod (quoth hw) 
'rh.it all thine idle oilers 1 refuse. 

All that I need I haue ; what needeth nac 
To couct more, then 1 haue cause to vst r 
■ With such vainc shewes tliy worldlings vik' 
i abuse : 

I But giiic me leaue to follow mine cmi irises 
' .y(nwmwwasii)Ucli(hspliasd,yctno’tchc( lius» , 

I But beare the rigour of his bold mcspriw , 

, And thence him forward ltd, liim further to 
i entise. 

1 40 

He brought lum through a darksome luiriow 
I strait, 

I To a broad gale, all built of beaten gold : 

'The gale was qien, but therein did wait 
A sturdy villein, striding stifle und liold. 

As if that highest God dehe he would ; 

In his right hand an yron club he held, 

But he lumsclfe was all of golden mould, 

Yet iudbothhfeiuid sente, and well could weld 
lhat cursed wea|K)ii, when his cruell foes Ik* 
qucld. 
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fhidayne he cdlcd was, and did disd.iini 
'I'o be so cald, and who so did lum cull : 


vjiti J4ini ; 

With ' •Stcriiewashisltxjkt andfullof^toniai ki vaiiic. 
Who maistring them, renewd his former heat; ^y'^nble, and stature Ull, 

Some scumd the drosse, Uuit from the metall ^ men tern striall ; 

. I lake an huge (lyaul of llie I lians race, 

That made hnu seoriie all crtaliires gnat and 


'some stird the molten owre with ladles great . 
And euery one did swiiicke, and euery one did 
'’vveat 

•''It when ^ earthly wight they present saw, 

‘ distnng in armes and battailous aray, 

'Torn their whot worke they did themselucs 
withdraw 

'fo wonder at the sight : for till that eiay, 
Jhey neuer creature saw, that came that way. 
1 neir staring eyes sparckling with feruent fire, 
^id vgly shapes did nigh the man dismay, 

T 1, , not for shame, he would retire, 
^‘‘1 that him thus bespoke their soueraigne 
I^rd and sire 


small, 

And with hi‘- jiride all otlars |>owrc delate . 
More fit amoiigM blackc fjuides, lliLii rnt n to 
haue his id.u e 
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Soonc as thost ghltcrand armes he did espye, 
'I'hat with their brighliiesse made that dark- 

IKSSC light, 

His harmefull club he gan to hurtle hye. 

And threaten baltcill to the Faery knight ; 
Who likewise gan hiraselfc to battt ill dight, 
Till Marmnon did his hasty hand witlilimd, 
And couriscld himal>staincfrom iieriloubfighl : 
For nothing might abash the villein bold, 
Neraortall steele empercehis miscreated mould. 
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So liauing him with reason pacificle, 

And the fiers Carle coramaunding to forbcare, 

I le brought him in. The rowme was large and 
wide, 

Ai it some Gyeld or solemne Temple wcare : 
Many great golden pillours did vpbeare 
The massy roofe, and riches huge sustayne, 
And euery pillour decked was full deare 
With crownes and Diademes, and titles vainc, 
Which mortall Princes wore, whiles they on earth 
did rayne, 

A route of people there assembled were, 

Of euery sort and nation vnder skye, 

Which with great v[)rore preaced to draw ncre 
To thVppcr part, where was aduaunced hye 
A stately siege of soucraignc maiestye ; 

And thereon sat a woman gorgeous gay, 

And richly clad in rolxfs of royaltyc, 

That neuer earthly Prince in sucli aray 
Ills glory did erihauiKo, and pompous pride 
display. 

fler face right wondrous fairc did scemc to bee, 
That her broad beauties beam great brightnes 
threw [sec : 

Through the dim shade, that all men might it 
Yet was not that same her owne natiiic hew, 
Put wrought by art anfl counterfetted shew, 
Thereby more louers vnto her to call ; 
Nath’lessemost heaucnly faire in deed and vew 
She by creation was, till she did fall ; 1 

Tlienceforth she sought for helps, to cloke her 
crime witliall. . 

There, as in glistrmg glory she did sit, 

^he held a great gold chame ylincked well, 
Whose vp(>er end to highest heauen was knit, 
And lower part did reach to lowest Hell ; 

And all that preace did round alx)ut her swell, 
To catchen hold of that long chaine, thereby 
To clime aloft, and others to exa-ll : 

That was Amhtlwn, rash desire to sty. 

And euery lincke thereof a step of dignitv. 

Some thought to raise themselues to high degree, 
By riches and vnrighteous reward. 

Some by close shouldring, some by flatterec ; 
Others through friends, others for Ixise regard ; 
And all by wrong wayes for themselues prepaid. 
Those that were vp themselues, kept others low, 
Those that were low themselues. held others 
hard, 

Nc suffred them to rise or greater grow, 

But euery one did slriue his fellow downe to 
throw. 
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Which whenas Guyon saw, he gan inquire, 
What meant that preace about that Ladies 
throne, 

And wliat she was that did so high aspire. 
Him Mammon answered ; That goodly one, 
Whom all that folke with such contention, 

Do flocke about, my deare, my daughter is ; 
Honour and dignitie from her alone 
Denned are, and all this worldes blis 
For which ye men do striue : few get, but many 
mi*>. 
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And faire Philotim she rightly hight, 

The fairest wight that wonneth vnder skye, 
But that this c&rksomeneather world her light 
Doth dun with horrour and deformitie, 
Worthy of heauen and hye felicitie, 

From whence the gods haue her for enuy thrust : 
But sith thou hast found fauour in mine eye, 
Thv spouse I will her make, if that thou lust, 
That she may thee aduance for workes and 
mcritcs lust. 
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Gramercy Mammon (said the gentle knight) 
For so great grace and ofired high estate ; 
But I, tliat am fraile flesh and earthly wight, 
V’nworthy match for such immortall mate 
My selfe well wote, and mine viicquall fate ; 
And were I not, yet is iny trouth yplight, 
And loue auowd to other Lady late, 

That to remoue the same I haue no might : 
To chaunge loue causelcsse is reproch to warlike 
knight. 

51 

Mammon emmoued wa^s with inward wrath ; 
Yet forcing it to faiiie, him forth thence led 
Through gricsly shadowes by a beaten path, 
Into a gardin goodly garnished 
With hearbs and fruits, whose kinds mote not 
be red: 

Not such, as earth out of her fruitfull woomb 
Threwes forth to men , sweet and well sauoured, 
Butdirefulldeadly blacke both Icafe and bloom. 
Fit to adorne the dead, and decke the drery 
toombe. 
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There mournfull Cypresse grewingreateststorc, 
And trees of bitter GaU^ and HAen sad, 

Dead sleepir^ Poppy} and blacke HeUe^r, 
Cold Coloquinliday and Tetra mad, 

Mortall Samnilis, and Cicula bad, 

With which th’vniust AOtenitns made to dy 
Wise SocraieSf who thereof (mffing glad 
Pourd out his life, and last Philos^y 
To the hure Criiias his dearest Belamy. 
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The Gordin of Proserpina this hight ; 

And in the midst thereof a siluer seat, 

With a thicke Arber goodly ouer dight, 

In which she often vsd from open heat 
Her scife to shroud, and pleasures to entreat. 
Next thereunto did grow a goodlv tree, 

With braunches broad disprS and body great, 
Clothed with leaues, thatnone the wood motcsce 
\nd loaden all with fruit as thicke as it might 
bee. 

riicir fruit were golden apples glist ring bright, 
Tliat goodly was their glory to behold, 

On earth like neuer grew, ne liuing wight 
Like euer saw, but they from hence were sold ; 
P or those, which Hercules with conquest bold 
(Jot from great Atlas daugliters, hence began, 
And plant^ there, did bring forthfruitof gold: 
And those with which xh'Eubmn young man 
wan 

..wift Atalanta, when through craft he her out 


Here also sprong that goodly golden fruit, 
With which Aconiius got his louer trew, 
Whom he had long time sought with fruitlessc 
suit: 

Here eke that famous golden Apple grew, 

T^c which emongst the gods false Ate threw ; 
Por which th'/i/^w Ladies disagreed, 

Till [wrtiall Pans dempt it Venus dew. 

And had of her, faire Helen for his meed. 
That many noble Greekes and Troians made to 
bleed. 
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llic warlike Elfe much wondred at this tree, 
Sofaireandgreat,thatshadowcdalltheground, 
And his broad braunches, laden with rich fee, 
Hidstretch themselues without the vtmost bound 
Of this great gardin, compast with a mound, 
VVhidi ouer-hanging, they themselues dif 1 steepe, 
In a blacke flood which flow'd about it round ; 
lliat IS the nuer of Cocylus deepe, 
n which full many soules do endlesse waile and 
wcepe. 
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^hich to behold, he clomb vp to the banke, 
Andlookingdowne, saw many damned wights, 
hit hose sad waues, which d i refull deadly stanke, 
Honged continually of cruel! Sprights, 

T^al with their pitteous cryes, and yelling 
!»hrights, 

T^ey made the further shore resounden wide; 

the rest of those same ruefull sights, 
^ cursed creature he by chaunce espide, 
drenched lay full deem, vnder the Garden 
side. 
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Deepe was he drenched to the vpmost chin, 
Yet gaped still, as coueting to drinkc 
I Of the cold liquor, which he waded in, 

And stretching forth his hand, did often tiunkc 
Toreach the fruit, which ctcw vpn thebri nckc: 
But lx)th the fruit fromliand, and floud from 
mouth 

Didflie abackc,and made him vaincly swinke: 
The whiles he steru’d with hunger and with 
drouth 

He daily dyde, yet neuer tliroughly dyen couth. 

L, . . 

I The kmght him seeing labour .so in vainc, 

! Askt wlio he w'as, and what he ment thereby ; 

[ Whogroning dm )e, thus answerd him againc , 

I Most cursed of ail creatures vnder skye, 

I 1.0 Tantalus, I here tormented lye ; 

Of whom high loue wont whylomc feasted bee, 
Lo here I now for want of food doc dye : 

But if that thou be sucli, as 1 thee st^e, 

Of grace I pray thee, giue to eat and drinke to 

mec. . 
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Nav, nay, thou grecdic Tantalus (quoth he) 
Aoide the fortune of thy prc’sent fate, 

And vnto all that liue in high degree, 
Ensample be of mind intemperate, 

To teach them how to vse their present state. 
Then gan the airsed wretch aloud to cry, 
Accusing highest hue and gods ingrate, 

And eke blaspheming heauen bitterly, 

As authour of vniustice, there to let him dye. 
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He l(X)kt a little further, and csfiyde 
Another wretch, whose carkasse dee|)c was 
drent 

Within the riuer, which the same did hyde : 
But both his hands most filthy feculent, 
Aboue the water were on high extent, 

And faynd to wash themselues incessantly ; 
Yet nothing cleaner were for such intent, 

But rather fowler seemed to the eye ; 

So lost his labour vaine and idle industry. 
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The knight him calling, asked who he was, 
Who lifting vp his head, him answerd thus ; 

1 Pilate am the falsest ludge, alas. 

And most vniust, that by vnrighteous 
And wicked doome, to lewes despiteous 
Deliucred vp the Lord of life to die, 

And did aoquite a murdrer felonous ; 

The whiles roy hands 1 washt in puritie , 

The whiles my soule was soy Id with foule 
iniquitie. 
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Infinite moe, tormented in like paine 
He there beheld, too long here to be told : 

Ne Mammon would there let him long remaine, 
For terrour of the tortures manifold, 

In which the damned soules he did behold. 
But roughly himbespake. Thoufearefullfoole, 
Why takest not of that same fruit of gold, 

Ne sittest downe on that same silucr stoole, 

To rest thy wearie person, in the shadow coole. 

All which he did, to doe him deadly fall I 
In frayle intemperance through sinfull bayt ; ■ 
To which if he inclined had at all, 

That dreadfull feend, which did behind him 
wayt, 

W ould him haue ren t i n thousand peeces st ray t : 
But he was warie wise in all his way, 

And well iiercciued his dccciptfull sleight, 

Ne sulTreti lust his safetie to betray ; 

So goodly did beguile the Guyler of the pray. 
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And now he has so long remained tlicre, 

'Fhat vitall [X)wres gan we\e both weake and 
wan. 

For wan t of food , and slccpe, whicii two vpbeare, 
Like mightie pillours, this fraile life of iniui, 
That none without the same ciidurcn can. 

For now three dayes of men were full out 
wrought, 

Since he this hardic enterprize began : 

For thy great Mamnwn faircly he besought. | 
Into the world to guide him backe, as he Inm ! 
brought. ' 
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ThcGotl,tliougii lotli,yetw;isconstraindt’obay, i 
For lenger time, then that, no liuing wight I 
Below the earth, might suflred be to stay : I 
So backe againe, him brought to liuing light. | 
But all so soone as his enfeebled spright ! 
(Jan sucke this vitall aire into his brest, | 
As oucrcome with too exceeiling might, 

'Hie life did Hit away out of her nest, j 

And all his senses were with deadly ht opprest ' 
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Sir Guyon laid in swowne is by 
Aerates sonnes despoyld^ 

Whom Arthur soone hath reskewed 
And Paynim brethren Joyld. 

1 

And is there care in heauen ? and is there loue 
In heauenly spirits to these creatures bace, 
That may compassion of their euils moue ? 
Thereis: elsemuch more wretched were the cace 
Gf men, then beasts. ButOth’exceeding grace 
Of highest God, that loues his creatures so. 
And all his workes with mercy doth embrace. 
That blessed Angels, he sends to and fro, 

To serue to wicked man, to scrue his wicked foe. 

2 

How oft do they, ihcir siluer bowers leaue, 

To come to sucxrour vs, that succour want ? 
How oft do they with golden pincons, cleaue 
llie flitting skyes, like flying Pursuiuant, 
Against foule feends to aide vs millitant ? 
They for vs fi^ht, they watch and dewly ward, 
And their bright Squadrons round about vs 
plant, 

.\nd all for loue, and nothing for rewaid ; 

0 why should heauenly God to men haue such 
regard 

3 

During the while, that Guyon did abide 
Inil/atwwowihouse.the Palmer, whom whyleare 
'I’hat wanton Mayd of passage had denide, 
Byfurthersearchhadpa.s.sagc found elsewhere, 
And being on his way, ajiproched neare, 
^^'here Guyon lay in traunce, when suddenly 
He heard a voia*, that called loud and dearc, 
( ume hither, come hither, 0 come hastily ; 
Thatall the fields resounde*! with the ruefull cry. 

4 

Tlie Palmer lent his care vnto the noyce, 

To wcet, who called so importuncly ; 

Againe he heard a more enorced voyce, 

That bad him come in haste. He by and by 
His feeble feet directed to the cry ; 

Which to that shadie delue him brought at last, 
WhereMammon earst did sunne his threasury : 
There the good Guyon he found slurabring fast 
In senselesse dreame ; which sight at first 
sore aghast. 
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Beside his bead there sate a faire voung man^ 
Of wondrous beautie, and of freshest yeares, 
Whose tender bud to blossome new b^an, 
And flouriib hure aboue his equall peares ; 
His snowy front curled with ^den heares, 
Like Phabus face adomd with sunny rayes, 
Diuinely shone^and two sharpe wing^sheares, 
Decked witbdiuerse plumes, like painted layes, 
Were ^ed at his badce, to cut his ayerie wayes. 
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At last he spidc, where towards him did pace 
Two Paynim knights, all armd as bright as skie, 
And th^ beside an a^ Sire did trace, 

And farre before a light-foot Page did flic, 
That breathed strife and troublous cnmitie ; 
Those were the two sonnes of AcraUs old, 
Who meeting carst with Archimafio slie, 
Foreby that idle strond, of him were told, 
lliat he, which earst them combatted, was 
Guyon bold. 


6 

Like as Cupido on Jdaan hill, 

When hauing laid his auell bow away. 

And mortall anowes, wherewith he doth fill 
The world with murdrous spoiles and bloudie 

wfth {lis faire mother he him dights to play, 
And with his goodly sisters, Graces three ; 
The Goddesse pleas^ with his wanton play, 
Suffers her selfe through sleepe beguild to bw, 
The whiles the other Indies mind their merry 
glee. 

7 

Whom when the Palmer saw, abasht he was 
Through fear and wonder, that he nought 
could say, 

Till him the child besmke, Long lackt, alas, 
Hath bene thy faithfull aide in hard assay, 
Whiles deadly fit thy pupill doth dismay ; 
Behold this beauie signt, thou reuerend Sire, 
But dread of death and dolour doc away ; 
For life ere long shall to her home retire, 

And he that breathlesse seemes,shal corage bold 
respire. 

8 

The charge, which God doth vnto me arret, 

Of his deare safetie, I to thee commend ; 

Yet will I not forgoe, ne yet forget 
The care thereof my selfe vnto the end. 

But euermore him succour, imd defend 
Against his foe and mine : watch thou 1 pray ; 
For euill is at hand him to offend. 

hauing said, eftsoones he gan display 
His painted nimble wings, and vanisht qtiitc 
away. 

9 

Hie Palmer seeing his left empty place, 

And his slow eyes beguiled of their sight, 
Woxe sore affraid, and standing still a space, 
Gaz’d after him, as fowle escapt by flight ; 

At last him turning to his charge behight, 
Wth tremblinghand histroubjeapulscgan try ; 
Where finding life not yet dislo^ed ouight, 
He much reioyst, and courd it tenderly, 

As chicken newly hatcht, from dreaded oe^iny. 
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Which to auenge on him they dcarely vowd, 
Where cuer that on ground they n lote him f y nd ; 
False Archimage prouokt their courage prowd. 
And stryfull Alin in their stubborne mynd 
Coles of contention and whot vengeance tpd. 
Now bene they come, whereas thePalrijcr salt, 
Keeping that slombrcd corse to him assynd ; 
Well knew they both his person, sith oi late 
With him in bloudie armes they rashly did 
debate. 

12 

Whom when Pyrochks saw, inflam'd with race, 
That sire he foulc bespake, Thou dotard vile, 
Thatwiththy brutencssesliendst thycomelyage, 
Abandone soone, I read, the caitiue spoile 
Of that same outcast carkasse, that erewhile 
Made it selfe famous through false trcchery, 
And CTOwnd Iiiscoward aest with k nightly stile ; 
Loc where he now inglorious doth lye. 

To proue he lined ill, that did tlius foully dye. 


To whom the Palmer fearclesse answered ; 
Certes,Sir knight, ye bene too much to blame, 
Thus for to blot the honour of the dead, 

And with foule cowardize his carkasse shame, 
Whose lining hands immortalizd his name. 
Vile is the vengeance on the aslu'S cold, 

And enuie base, to barke at sleeping fame : 
Was neuer wight, that treason of him told ; 
Your selfe his prowesse prou’d and found him 
fiers and bole. 


H 

Then said Cymochles ; Palmer, thou docst dote, 
Ne canst of prowesse, ne of knighthood deeme, 
.Saue as thou secst or hcarst. But well I wote, 
That of his puissance tryall made extreeme ; 
Yet gold all is not, that doth golden seeme, 
Ne all good knights, that shake well speare and 
shield : 

The worth of all men by tbeir end esteeme, 
And then due praise, or due reproch them 
yield ; [on fieki- 

'efore l him deeme, that thus ties dead 


yield; 
Baa there 
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Good or bad (gan his brother fierce reply) 

What doe I reckc, sith that he dyde entire ? 
Or what doth his bad death now satisfy 
The greedy hunger of reuenging ire, 

Sith wrathfull hand wrought not her ownedesire? 
Yet since no way is left to wreake ray spight, 

I will him reaue of armes, the victors hire, 

And of thatshield,morcworthyofgood knight; 
For why should a dead dog be deckt in armour 
bright ? 

16 

Fairc Sir, said then the Palmer suppliaunt, 

For knighthoods loue, do not so foule a deed, 
Nc blame your honour with so shamefull vaunt 
Of vile reuenge. To spoile the dead of weed 
hi sacrilege, and doth all sinnes exceed ; 

But leaue these relicks of his liuing might, | 
To decke his herce, and trap his tomb-blacke 
steed. (dight, 

What herce or steed (said he) should he fiaue 
But be entombed in the rauen or the kight 

17 

With that, rude hand vpon his shield he laid. 
And th’othcr brother gan his helmc vnlace. 
Both fiercely bent to l^ue him disaraid ; 
Tilltliatlhcyspidc,wherctowardsthemdid{)aa‘ 
An armed knight, of bold and bounteous grace, 
Whose squire bore after him an heben launce, 
Andcouerdshield. Wellkcndhimsofarrespace 
Th’enchaunter by his armes and amcnaunce. 
When vnder him he saw liis Lybian steed to 
praunce. 

18 

And to those brethren said, Rise rise by Hue, 
And vnto battcll doe your selucs addresse ; 
For yonder comes the pro west knight aliue, 
Prince ArOtuTf llowre of grace and nobilcssc. 
That hath to Paynira knights wrought great 
distresse, 

And thousand Sar'zins foully donne to dye. 
That word so deepedid in their liarts irapresse. 
That both eftsoones vpstarted furiously, 

And gan themselues prepare to battell greedily. 

But fierce Pyrochks, lacking his owne sword, 
The want thereof now greatly gan to plaine. 
And Atckim^e besought, him that afford, 
Whichhehad brought for Bra%%adocchio vaine. 
So would I (said th’enchaunter) glad and faine 
Beteeme to you this sword, you to defend. 

Or ought thatclscyourhonourmightmaintainc. 
But that this weapons powre I well haue kend, 
To be contrarie to the worke, which ye intend. 
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Forthat same knights ownesword thisisof yore, 
Which Merlin made by his almightie art 
Forthathisnoursling.whenhcknighthoodswore, 
Therewith to doen his foes eternall smart. 
The metall first he mixt with Medawarl, 

That no enchau ntmen t f rom his dint might saue ; 
Then it in flames of Aetna wrought apart. 
And seuen times dipped in the bitter wane 
Of hellish Styx, which hidden vertue to it gaue. 
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The vertue is, tliat neither steele, nor stone 
The stroke thereof from entrance may defend , 
Ne eucr may be vsed by his fone, 

Ne forst his rightfull owner to oflend, 

Ne cuer will it breake, ne euer bend. 
Wherefore Morddure it rightfully is hight. 

In vaine therefore, PyrockUs, should I lend 
The same to thee, agmnst his lord to fight, 
For sure it would deceiue thy labour, and thy 
might. 

22 

Foolish old man, said then the Pagan wroth, 
That weenest words or charmes may fora* 
withstood : 

Sooneshalt thou see, and then bcleeue for trotli, 
That I can caruc with this inchaunted brond 
His Lordsowne flesh. Therewith out of his bond 
'I’hat vertuous steele he rudely snatch t away, 
And Guyons shield about his wrest he bond ; 
So readie dight, fierce battaile to assay, 

And match his brother proud i n battailous array 


By this tliat straungcr knight in presence came, 
And goodly salued them ; who nought againc 
Him answered, as courtesie became, 
Butwithsterneiookes,andstomachousdisdainp, 
Gauesignesofgrudgeanddiscontentmentvaine: 
Then turning to the Palmer, he gan spy 
Where at his feetc, with sorrowfull demainc 
And deadly hew, an armed corse did lye, 

In whose dead face he red great magnanimity. 
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Said he then to the Palmer, Reuerend syre, 
Whatgreatmisfortunehathbetidd this knight? 
Or did his life her fatall date wqyre, 

Or did he fall by treason, or by f^ght ? 

How euer, sure I rew his pitteous plight. 

Not one, nor other, (said the Palmer graue) 
Hath him bebdne, but doudes of deadly night 
A while his heauie eylids oouer’d haue, 

And all his senses drowned in deepe senselesse 
waue 
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Which, those his cruell foes, that stand hereby, 
Making aduantage, to reuenge their spight, 
Would him disarme, and treaten shamcfuliy, 
Vnworthy vsage of redoubted knight. 

But you, fairc Sir, whose honorable sight 
Doth promise hope of helpe, and timely grace, 
Mote 1 beseech to succour his sad plight, 

And by your powre protect his feeble cace. 
First praise of knighthood is, foule outrage to 
deface. 

26 

Palmer, (said he) no knight so rude, I weene. 
As to doen outrage to a sleeping ghost : 

Ne was there euer noble courage scene. 

That in aduauntage would his puissance bost: 
Honour is least, where oddes appeareth most. 
May be, that better reason will asswage 
The rash reuengers heat. Words well dispost 
Hauc secret powre, t’appease inHamcd rage : 
If not, leaue vnto me thy knights last patronage. 
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Tho turning to Uiose brethren, thus bespoke. 
Ye warlike payre, whose valorous great might 
It scemesjiustwrongstoveiigeancccioepraioke, 
To wreake your wrath on this dead seeming 
knight. 

Mote ought allay the storme of your despight. 
And settle patience in so furious heat ? 

Not to debate the chalenge of your right. 

But for this carka&se pardon I entreat, 

Whom fortune liath alreadie laid in lowest seat. 

28 

To whom Cymoddes said ; For what art thou. 
That inak’stthyselfe his dayes-mJUi,toproIong 
The vengeance prest? Or whosliall let me now, 
On this vile bodie from to wreake my wrong, 
And make liis carkasse as the outcast dong f 
Why should not tliat dead carrion satisfie 
'Hie guilt, which if he liued had thus long. 

His life for due reuenge should dcare able } 
'Hic trespasse still doth hue, albe tlie person die. 

29 

Indeed (then said the Prince) the euill donne 
Dyes not, when breatli the bodie first doth leaue, 
But from the grandsyre to tlie Nephewes sonne. 
And all his seed the curse doth often cleauc, 
Till vei^eancc vtterly the guilt bereaue : 

^5 ) strcightly God doth judge. But gentle 
knight, 

That doth against the dead his hand vpreare, 
His honour staines with rancour and despight, 
^d great disparagment makes to his former 
might 


PyrodiUs gan reply tlie second time, 

And to him said, Now felon sure I read, 

How that tliou art i>artakcr of his crime : 
Therefore by Ternuigaunt thou shall 1^ dead 
With tliat his hand, more sad tlicn lompof lead, 
VplifUng high, he weened with Morddute^ 

Ills owne g^ sword Morddurr, to clcaiie his 
head. 

The faillifull steele such treason no’uld endure, 
But s^varuing from the iiicU-ke, lus Ixirds life did 
assure. 

Yet was the force st) furious and so fell, 

Hiat horse and man it made to reclc aside ; 
NatliTcssc the Pri na' would not forsake his sell : 
For well of yore he learned liad to ride, 

But full of anger fiercely to him cridc ; 

F'alse traitour miscreant, thou broken hast 
Tlie law of arincs, to strike foe vndefide. 

But thou thy treasons fruit, I hoi)e, shalt taste 
Right sow re, and feele the law, tlic which thou 
hast defast. 
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With that his balefull s|x;arc he fiercely bent 
Against tlie Pagiuisbrtst, and therewith thought 
Ills cursed life out of her lodge hauc rent ; 
But ere the point arriued, where it ought, 
Tliat seuen-fold shield, which he from Ouyon 
brought 

He cast betwenc to ward tlic bitter stound : 
Tliroughall thoscfoldes the stcelehead passage 
wrought [ground 

And through his shoulder pierst ; wherwilh to 
He grouch ng fell, all gored in his gushing wound 

33 

Which when his brother saw, fraught with great 
griefe 

And wrath, he to him leaped furiously, 

And fowly said, By Maiwune, cursed tliiefc, 
Tliat dircfull stroke thou dearely shalt aby. 
TTien hurling vp his liarinefull blade on hyc, 
Smote him so hugely on his haughtie crest, 
'That from his saddle forccKl him to fly : 

, Else mote it needc*s downc to his manly brest 
' Ilaue cleft his head in twame, and life tlicna- 
disiKisse-st. 

34 

Now was the Prina* in daungerous distressc, 
Wantmghisbword,whenhconfoot8hould fight: 
His single speare could doe him small redressc, 
Against two foes of so exceeding might. 

The least of which was matdi for any knight 
And now the otlier, whom he carst did daunt, 
Had reard liimselfe againe to cruell fight, 
Three times more furious, and more puissaunt, 
Vnmiodfull of his wound, of his fate ignoraunt 



no 


THE II. BOOKE OF THE Q^nt, VIII. 


So both attonce him charge on either side, 

With hideous strokes, and importable powre, 
That forced him his ground to trauerse wide, 
And wisely watch to ward that deadly stowre : 
For in his shield, as thickeasstorrnie showre. 
Their strokes did raine, yet did he neuer quailc, 
Ne backward shrinke, but as a stedfast towre. 
Whom foe with double battry dotli assaile, 
Them on her bulwarke l>earcs, and bids them 
nought auaile. 

So stoutly he withstoofi their strong assay. 

Till that at last, when he aduantage spyde, 
Hispoinantspeare he thrust with [luissant sway 
\tpToudCymckUs, whiles hissh eldwaswydc, 
That through his thigh the mortal 1 steele did 
gryde: 

He swaruing with the force, within his flesh 
Did breake the launce, and let the head abyde: 
Out of the wound the red bloud flowed fresh, 
That vnderneath his feet soone made a purple i 
plch. 

Horribly then he gan to rage, and rayle, 
Cursing his Gods, and himselfe damning deeper 
Als when his brother saw the re<l bloud rayle 
Adowne so fast, and all his armour steepe, 
For very fclnesse lowd he gan to wec[xr, 

And said, Caytiue, cursse on thy cruell bond, 
Thattwiseluthspcd; yet shall itnottheckcepe 
From the third hrunt of this my fatall brond: 
Loe where the dreadfull Death behind thy backe 
doth stolid. Q 

2p 

With thathestrooke, and th’other^trookewithall, 
That nothing seem’d mote bcare so monstrous 
might ; 

Tlie one v]X)a his coucred shield did fall, 
Andglaiincingdowne would not hisownerbytc* 
But th’other did vpon his troncheon smyte, 
Which hewing quite a sunder, further way 
It made, and on his hacqueton did lyte, 

The which diuidmg with imiwrtune sway, 

It seizd in his right side, and there the dint did 

stay. 3, 

Wydcwasthewound,andalargeIukcwarmcflood, 
Red as the Rose, thence guslicd gricuously ; 
That when the Paynim spyde the streaming 
blood, 

Gaue him great hart, and hope of victory. 

On th’other side, in huge perplexity, 

The Princenowstood,hauinghisweapon broke; 
Nought could he hurt, but still at ward did ly : 
Yet with his troncheon he so rudely stroke 
Cymochles twise, that twise him forst his foot 
rcuoke. 


40 

Whom when the Palmer saw in such distressc, 
Sir Guyans sword he lightly to him raught, 
And said ; Faire Son, great God thy ri^t 
hand blesse, 

To vse that sword so wisely as it ought. 

Glad was the kniglit, and with fresh courage 
fraught, 

When as againe he armed felt his bond ; 
Then like a Lion, which hath long time saught 
His robbed wliLljXJS, and at the lust them fond 
Emongst the sliephcard swaynes, then wexeth 
and yond. 

So fierce he laid about him, and dealt blowes 
On either side, that neither mayle could hold, 
Nc shield defend the thunder of his throwes : 
Now to PyrochUs many strokes he told ; 

Eft to Cymochles twise so many fold : 

Then backe againe turning his busie bond, 
Them both attonce compcld with courage bold, 
To yield wide way to hb hart thrilling brond : 
And though they both stood stifle, yet could 
not both withstond. 
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As saluage Bull, whom two flercc mastiucs bayt, 
When rancour doth with rage him once engore, 
Forgets with wane ward tliem to awayt, 

But withhisdreadfull homes them driuesafore, 
Or flings aloft, or treads downe in Uie flore, 
Breathing out wrath, and bellowing disdaine, 
Tliat all the forrest quakes to bcare him rore 
So rag’dPrincc/l//liMrtwixthisfoementwaine. 
That nei t her cou I d h I s m i g h t i c pu 1 ssan ce sustai ne 
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Hut euer at Pyrochles when he smit. 

Who Guyons shield cast euer him before, 
Whereon the Faery Queencs pourtract was writ, 
His hand relented, and the stroke forbore. 
And his deare hart the picture gan adore, 

Wh ich oft the Payn i m sau ’d from deadly stowre 
But him henceforth the same can sane no more ; 
For now arnued is his fatall howre, 

That no’te auoyde<J lx* by earthly skill or powre 

44 

For when CymochUs saw the fowle renroch, 
Which them npf^eached ,pnckt with guilty shame, 
And inward griefe, he ficra'iy gan anproch, 
Resolii’d to put away that loathly blame, 

Or dye with honour and desert of fame ; 

And on the hauberk stroke the Prince so sore, 
That cjuite disparted all the linked frame, 
And pierced to the skin, but bit no more, 

Yet made him twise to reele, that neuer moou’d 
afore. 
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Whereat renfierst with wrath and sluirpe regret, j 

He stroke so hugely with his borrowd blade, ’ 
Tliat it einpierst the Pagans burganet, ' ' 
And clcauing the hard steele, did deepe inuade ' 
Into his head, and crucll passage made 
Quite through his brainc. He tomblmg downe 
onground, - j 

Breathd out his ghost, which to tirinfeniall 
slKule I 

Fast flying, there etcrnall torment found, , 
For all the smnes, wlierewith his lewd life did I 
abound. . I 
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Which when his german saw, the stony fcarc 
Ran to his hart, and all his sence dismayd. 

Me thenceforth life nc courage did appcjire, 

But as a man, whom hellish feonds h.iue fray'd, 

Ixmgtrerablingstillhestoodratlastthussayd; 

Fray tour what hast thou docn liow eucr ina\' 
Thy cursed hand so cruelly hauc sn-avd 
Against that knight : Harrow and well away 
After sowickcddced whyhu’st thou h'nger day > 


Ml 


50 


Nought booted it the Paynim then to strme 
For as a Bittur in the Eagles claw, 

That may not hope by flight to alnie. 
StiH wmtfs for death with dread and tremblin« 

So he now subicet to the vk Lours law, 

Did not once moue. nor vpw.ird iTvst his cy« 
For vile disdaine and rancour, whiili did gn«w 
Ills h.irt 111 tw.iiiie with sad nulancholy, 
Asonelhat luiLhed lile,aii.l vitdespisd to dy^ 
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With that all desperate as loathing light. 

And with rcuenge desiring soone to dye. 
Assembling all his force and vtmost might. 
With his owne sword he herce at him did flye, 
ArifLstrooke,and foynd and lasht (Hitragmisly 
Withouten reason or regard. Weil knew ' ’ 
The Prince, with fiatiencc and sufTeraunce sly 
^ hasty heat soone cooled to subdew : 
ino when this brcathlessc woxe, tliat batted 
gan renew. 

^when a windy tcmj>cst blowcth hyc, 

Hiatnothmgmaywitlistandhisstormystowre. 

I lie elides, .is things aflrayd,bcfore him flyc. 
j>ut all so soone as I us outrageous powre 

layd, they fiercely then begin to shoure, 
And as in scorne of his si'ient stormy spinht. 
Now .al attonce their malice forth do pourc , 
did I>rince Arthur beare liirnstlfe m fight. 
And sufTred rash Pyrochles wast his idle might. 
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J as the Sanuin fiercciu’d, 

now that straungc sword refusd, to serue his 

II fl . stroke most strong, the dint 
ic iioi^ it from him, and dcuoyd of dreed, 
pon him lightly leaping without heed, 

wixt his two mighty armes engrasped fast, 
^inkm^ to ouerthrow and downe him tred : 

^IhiminstrengthandskillthePrincesurpast, 
nimble sleight did vnder^m 


fhit full of Princ'cly Ixninty and great mind, 
The Conquerour nought cared him to slay,’ 
But coasting wrongs and all rcuenge kliind 
More glory tlioiight to giue life, then decay,' 
And said, Paynim, tins is thy dism.ill d.i> ; 
Yet if thou w’llt renounce thy rniscrcauni'e, 
And my trew liegeman yield thy selfe for ay 
Life will I graiint tlux* for thy valiaunce, 

And all thy wrongs will wipe out of my soiien- 
aunce. 

5 * 

Fixilc (sanl the Pagan) I thy gift defye, 

But vse thy fortune, as it doth Ih-HII, 

And say, dial 1 not ouercomc do dye, 

But in dcspighl of life, for death do ciill. 
Wroth was the Prince, .and sory yet wUhall. 
That he so wilfully refused grace ; 

Yet sith ins fate so cruelly did fall. 

His shining Helmet he gan soone viilace. 

And left his headhsse bixly bleeding all the 
plaa*. 

By this .Sir Cuyon from Ins traunce awakt, 

Life hauing maistcred her sencelessc foe ; 

And looking vp, when as his shield he lakt, 
And sword saw not, he wexc*d wondrous woe: 
liut when the Palmer, whom he long ygoc 
Had lost, he by him spide, right glad he grew, 
And said, IX*are sir, whom wandring to and fro 
I long hauc larkt, I loy thy fare to vew ; 
Firme is thy faith, whom daunger ncuer fro me 
drew. 

But read what wirke^l hand hath robbed mce 
Ofmygf}orl.swor(Jandshield f The Palmer glad, 
With so fresh hew vgirismg him to sent, 

Ihm answered ; F'aire sonne, be no whit sad 
For want of weapons, they .shall soone be had 
So gan he to discourse the whole debate, 

Which that straunge knight for him sustainefl 
had, 

And those two Sarazins confounded late, 

Whose carcases on ground were horribly pro»- 
trate. 



112 


THE II. BOOKE OF THE 


Cant. VIII. 


Which when he heard, and saw the tokens trew, 
His hart with great aHection was embayd, 
And to the Prince bowing with reuerence dew, 
As to the Patrone of his life, thus sayd ; 

My Lord, my liege, by whose most gratious ayd 
I Hue this ^y, and see my foes subdewd, 
What may suifise, to be for meede repayd 
Of so great graces, as ye haue me shewd, 

But to be euer bound 

56 

To whom the Infant thus, Faire Sir, wliat need 
Good turnes be counted, as a seruile bond. 

To bind their doers, to receiue their meede ? 
Are not all knights by oath bound, to with- 
stood 

Oppressours powre by armes and puissant 
liond ? 

Suffise, that I haue done my dew in place. 

.So goodly purpose they tc^ether fond, 

Of kindnesse and of curteoiis aggrace ; 

The whiles false Anhtmi^e and . lltn fled apace 

Cant. L\'. 

COCOCOCOC.'.V'XOCOC'X''X-X‘X'‘X'XO 
The house of Temperance^ tn which 
doth sober Alma dwells 
Bestead of many Joes, whom straunger 
hmghles to /light compeU. 


Of all Gods workes, which do this world adornc, 
There is no one more faire and excellent, 
Then is mans body both for jiowre and forme, 
Whiles it is kept in sober gouernment ; 

But none then it, more fovvle and indecent, 
Disteinpred through misrule and jia-ssionsbaa*: 
It growes a Monster, .and incontinent 
Doth loose his dignitie and natiuc grace. 
Behold, who list, both one and other in thic 
j)laa\ 

3 

After the Paynim brethren conquer’d were, 
rhe Briton I'rince recou’ring his stolne sword, 
And Guyon his last shield, they both yferc 
Forth passed on dieir way in faire accord, 
Till him the Ihrince with gentle court did bord ; 
Sir knight, mote I of you this cnrt’sie read. 
To weet why on your shield so goodly scord 
Beare ye the picture of that Ladies head ? 
Full liuely is the semblaunt, though the sub- 
stance dead. 


Faire Sir (said he) if in that picture dead 
Such life yc read, and vertue in vaine sliew, 
What mote ye weene, if the trew liuely-head 
Of that most glorious visage ye did vcw } 

But if the beautie of her mind ye knew, 

That is her bountie, and imperiall powre, 
Thousand times fairer then her mortall hew, 
0 how great wonder would your thoughts 
deuoure, 

And infinite desire into your spirite poure ! 

4 

She is the mighty Qiieene of Faerie, 

Whose faire retrait I in my shield do beare ; 
She is the flowre of grace and chastitie, 
Throughout the world renowmed far andneare, 
My liefe, my liege, my Soueraigne, my deare. 
Whose glory shincth as the morning starre, 
And with her light the earth enlumines cleare; 
Far reach her mercies, and her prayses farre. 
As well in state of [>cace, as puissaunce in warre. 

5 

Thrise happy man, (said then the Briton knight) 
Whom gracious lot, and thy great valiauncc 
Haue made theesoiildierofthatl^incessebright, 
Which with her bounty and glad countenance 
Doth blesse her scniaunts, and them high 
aduaunce. 

Howmay struunge knight hope euer to aspire, 
By faithfull scTuice, and meet amenance, 
Vnto such bh‘'Sc ? sufficient were tliat hire 
For lossc of thousand hues, to dye at her desire. 

6 

Said Guyon, Noble Lord, what meed so great, 
Or grace of earthly Prince so soueraine, 

But by your wondrous worth and warlike feat 
Yc well may hope, and easely attainc ? 

But were your will, her sold to entertaine, 
And n umbred be rnongst kn igh I s of Maydenhed , 
Greatg\icrdon,wellIwote,shouldyouremaine, 
And in her fauour high be reckoned. 

As Arlhegall, and Sophy now beene honored 

7 

Certes (tlien said tlie Prince) I God auow, 
Tliat sith I arincs and knighthood first did 
plight. 

My whole desire hath beene, and yet is now, 
To seruc that Queene with all my powre and 
might. 

Now hath the Siinnewithhislamp-buminglight, 
Walkt round about the world, and I no lesse, 
Sith of that Goddessc I liauc sought the sight, 
Yet no where can her find : such happincsse 
Heaucndothtomeenuy,andfortunefauourlcsse. 
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Fortune, tire foe of famous cheuisaunce 
Scldome (said Guyon) yields to vertuc aide, 
But in her way throwes mischiefe and mis- 
chaunce, 

W hereby hercourse is stopt, and passage staid 
But you, faire Sir, be not herewith dismaid, 
Jiut constant keepe the way, in which ye stand ; 
Which were it not, that I am else delaid 
W'ith hard aduenture, which 1 haue in luind, 

1 Idliour would to guide you through all Faery 
land. ^ 

Orarnercy Sir (said lie) but mote 1 wcete, 

What straunge aduenture do ye now pursew i' 
Perhaps my succour, or aduizcnient meete 
Mote stead you much your pur|x>se to subdew 
Then gan Sir Guyon ail the story shew 
Of false Aaasia, and her wicked wiles, 

Which to auenge, the Palmer him forth drew 
From Faery court. So talked they, the whiles 
They wasted had much way , and measurd many 
miles. 

10 

AikI now faire Phoebus gan decline in hast 
Ills vNcary wagon to tlic Westerne vale, 
Whenas they spide a goodly castle, plast 
Foreby a nuer in a pleasaunt dale, 

Which choosing for that euenings hospitale, 
They thither niarcht : but when they came in 
sight, 

And from their sweaty Coursers did auale, 
They found thegatesfast barred longerenight, 
And euerv loup fast lockt, as fearing foes 
despight. 

Winch when ♦Seysaw, they weened fowlercproch 
Was to them doen, their entrance to forstall, 
Till that the Squire gan nighcr to approcli ; 
Arid wind his home vnder the castle wall, 
Hiat with the noise it shooke, as it would fall : 
Kftsooncs forth looked from the highest spire 
Hie watch, and lowd vnto the knights did call, 
1 0 weete, wliat they so rudely did reauirc. 

W ho gently answered, They entrance dia desire. 

12 

n\ fly, good knights, (said lie) fly fast away 
H that your hues ye louc, as meete ye should ; 
I'^yfist.andsaueyourseluesfrom neare decay, 
i lere may ye not haue entraunce, though we 
would : 

e would and would againc, if that we could ; 
liut thousand enemies about vs raue, 
j^d with long siege vs in this castle hould ; 
^uen yeares this wize they vs besieged haue, 
And many good knights slaine, that haue vs 
sought tosauc. 


Thus as he spoke, loe with outragious cry 
A thousand villeins round about them swarmd 
Out of the rockes and caues adioyning nye, 
Vile caytiue wretclics, ragged, rude, deformd, 
All threatning death, all in straunge manner 
armd, 

Somcwithvnwcldyclubs,somewithlongspeari‘s, 
Some rusty kniues, some slaucs in lire warnui 
Sterne was their looke, h ke wi Id amazed st cares, 
Staring witli hollow eyes, and stifle vjistanding 
hcarcs. 

Ficrsly at first those knights they did assailc, 
And droue them to recoile : but wlien againc 
They gaue fresh charge, t hei r forces gan to f ai Ic , 
Vnhable tlicir encounter to sustainc ; 
Forwithsuch puissaunccandimjxjtuousmainc 
Those Chanijiions broke on them, that forst 
them fly, [swaiiie 

Like scattered Shcejic, whenas the Shephcarils 
A Lyon and a Tigre doth espye, 

With greed V pace forth rushing from the forest 

nye. ' 

A while they fled, but soone rcturnd akaine 
With greater fury, then before was found ; 
And eucrinorc their cruell Capitaine 
Sought with his raskall routs t’enclosc them 
round, 

And ouerrun to tread them to the ^ound. 
But soone the knights with their bright-burn' 
ing blades [found, 

Broke their rude troupes, and orders did con- 
Ilcwing and slashing at tlieir idle shades ; 
For though they Ixxlies socme, yet substance 

from them hides. ^ 

i6 

As when a swarrnc of Gnats at euentidc 
Out of the fennes of Allan do arise, 

'I'licir murmuring small trompetssounden wide , 
Whiles in the aire their clustring army flies, 
Tliat as a cloud doth sceme to (Sm the skies , 
Nc man nor beast may rest, or take repast, 
For their sharjie wounds, and novous injuries, 
Tillthe fierce Nort heme wind with bluslringblast 
Doth blow them quite away, and in the Ocean 
cast, 

n 

'Thus when they had that troublous routdisperst , 
Vnto the castle gate they come againe, 

And entraunce crau’d, which was denied erst 
Now when report of that their perilous paine, 
And coinbrousconflict, which they didsustaine, 
Came to the Ladies earc, which there did dwell, 
She forth issewed with a goodly trainc 
Of Squires and Ladies equipaged well, 

And entertained them right faireiy, as befell 
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Alma she called was, a virgin bright ; 

That had not yet felt Cupides wanton rage, 
Yet was she woo’d of many a gentle knight, 
And many a Lord of noble panmtage, 

That sought with her to lin^e in marriage : 
For she was faire, as faire mote euer bee, 

And in the flowre now of her freshest age ; 
Yet full of grace and goodly modestee, 

That eucn heauen rcioyced her sweete face to 
see. 

In robe of lilly white s^e was arayd, 
ihatfroinhershouldcrtoherhceledowncraught, 
The trainc whereof loos far behind her strayd, 
Braunched with gol 1 and pcarlc, most richly 
wrought. 

And borne of two faire Damsels, which were 
taught 

That seruice well. Her yellow golden hcare 
Was trimly wouen, and in tresses wrought, 
Ne other tyre she on her head did wearc, 
crowned with a garland of sweete Rosiere. 

20 

Goodly she entertaind those noble knights, 
And brought them vp into her castle hall ; 
\^ere gentle court and gracious delight 
She to them made, with mildnosse virginall, 
Shewing her selfe both wise and libcrall : 
There wheh they rested had a season dew, 
They her besought of fauour si)cciall, 

Of that faire Cwtle to afloord them vew ; 

She graiintcd, and them loading forth, the 
same did shew. 

21 

First she them led vp to the Castle wall, 

That was so high, as foe might not it tlimo, 
And all so faire, and fensible withall. 

Not built of bricke, nc yet of stone and lime, 
But of thing like to that JE^plian slime. 
Whereof kingiVfwwhilome built DaheU towrc; 
But 0 great pitty, that no longer time 
So goodly workemanship sliould not endure : 
Soone it must turnc to earth ; no earthly thing 
IS sure. 
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The frame thereof seemd partly circulare, 

And part triangulare, 0 worke diuine ; 

Those two the nrst and last profxirtions are, 
The one imperfect, mortall, foemininc ; 
Th’othcr immortall, perfect, masculine. 

And twixt them both a quadrate was the base 
Proportioned equally by seuen and nine ; 
Nine was the circle set in heauens place, 

All which compacted made a goodly diapase. 


Therein two gates were placed seemly well : 
The one before, by which all in did pas, 

Did th’other far in worknianship excell ; 

For not of wood, nor of enduring bras. 

But of more worthy substance fram’d it was; 
Doubly disparted, it did lockc and close, 

That when it locked, none might thorough pas, 
And when it opened, no man might it close, 
Still 0 {h;u to their friends, and closed to their 
foes. 
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Of he wen stone the porch was fairely wrought, 
Stone more of valew, and more smooth and 
hne, 

Then let or Marble far from Ireland brought , 
Oucr the which was cast a wandring vine, 
Encliaccd with a wanton yuie twine. 

And ouer it a faire Portcullis hong, 

Which to the gate directly did incline. 

With comely comi^assc, andcompacturestrong, 
Neither vnseemcly short, nor yet exceeding 
long. 
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Within the Barbican a Porter sate, 

Day and night duely keeping watch and ward. 
Nor wight, nor wora mote ipasse out of the gate, 
But in good order, and with dew regard ; 
Vttcrers of secrets he from thence debard, 
Bablers of folly, and blazers of crime. 

Ilis larumbell might lowd and wide be hard. 
When cause requird, but neuer out of time ; 
Earlyand late it rong,at euening and atprime. 

26 

And round about the porch on cuery side 
Twise sixteen warders sat, all arni^ bright 
In glistring steele, and strongly fortifide : 
Tall yeomen seemed they, and of great miglit, 
And were enraunged ready, still for fight. 

By them as Alma passed with her gucstes, 
Tlicy did obeysaunce, as beseemed right, 

And then againe returned to their restes ; 
Tlic I’orter eke to her did lout with humble 
gestes. 

27 

Thence she them brought into a stately I hall, 
Wherein were many tables faire dispred, 

And ready di^t with drai)ets fcstiuall, 
Against the viaundes should be ministred. 

At th’ upper end there sate, yclad in red 
Downe to the ground, a comely personage, 
That in his hand a white rod menaged, 

He StewTird was bight Diet ; type of age, 
And in denneanure sober, and in counsell sage. 



Cant. IX. 


FAERIE QVEENE. 


»5 


And through the Hall there walked to an:, fro 
A iolly yeoman, Marshall of the same, 
mnie wfi& Appdiu ; hcdidb«tow 
Both guestes and meate, when euer in they 
came, 

And knew them how to ordtjr without blame, 
As him the Steward bad. They both attone 
Did dewty to their Lady, as b^ne ; 

Who passing by, forth led her guestes anone 
kito the kitchin rowme, ne spard for nicenessc 
none. 

29 

It was a vaut ybuilt for great disi^ence. 

With many raunges reard along the wall ; 
And one great chimney, whose long tonnell 
thence 

Hie smoke forth threw. And in the midst of all 
Hiere placed was a caudron wide and tall, 
Vpon a mighty furnace, burning whot, 

More whot, then Aetn\ or flaming AfwcW/: 
For day and night it brent, ne ceased not, 

So long as any thing it in the caudron got. 

30 

But to delay the heat, least by mischaunce 
It might breake out, and set the whole on fire, 
Hiere added was by goodly ordinaunce, 
^hugegreatpaire of bellowes, which did styre 
Continually, and cooling breath inspyre 
About the Caudron many Cookes aoooyld, 
With hwkes and ladles, as need did require ; 
The whiles the viandes in the vessell boyld 
They did about their businesse sweat, and sorely 
toyld. 

_ 31 

The maister Cooke was cald Concoction^ 

A caret ull man, and full of comely guise : 

The kitchin Clerke, that hight Di^ntion, 

Did order all th'Achates in seemely wise, 

And set them forth, as well he could deuise. 
The rest had seuerall offices assird, 
home to remoue the scum, as it did rise ; 
Others to l^re the same away did mind ; 

And others it to vse according to his kind. 

3* 

all the liqueur, which was fowle and wast, 
good nor seruiceable else for ought, 

^y in another great round vessell plast, 

Till by a conduit pipe it thence were brouj^t : 
And all the rest, that noyous was, and nought, 
^ secret wayes, that none might it espy, 
Wasdosecoiiuaid,andtoth back'gafeebrougfat, 
depj^ was Port EsquHifUf who^by 
It was auoided quite, and throwne out priuiJy. 


Which goodly order, and great workmans skill 
W henas those knights beheld , wi th rare delight , 
And gazuig wonder they their minds did lill; 
For ncuer had they seene so straunge a sight. 
Thence backe againefeurCi^fma led them right, 
And soone into a goodly Parlour brought, 
That was with royall arras richly dight, 

In which was notliing point rahed, nor wrought, 
Not wrought, nor ixjurt rahed, but easie to be 
tliought. 

•54 

And in the midst tl)ereof vpon the floure, 

A loucly bcuy of faire Lanies sate, 

(ourted of many a iolly Pammoiire, 

Hie which them did in modest wise arti.it e, 
And cachonc souglit liis I.ady to aggrate : 
And eke emongst them litic Cupid jnayd 
His wanton sjxirts, being returned late 
Frotnliisficrcewarres,andltauingfromliimlay(l 
His cruell bow, wherewith he tliousands hath 
dismayd. 

35 

Diuersc delights tliey found them seines to 
please ; 

Somesonginsweetconsortjsome laught for ioy , 
Some plaid with strawes, some idly sat at case ; 
But other some could not abide to toy, 

All pleasaunce was to them griefe and annoy : 
This fround, that faiind, the third for shame 
did blush, 

Another .seemed enuious, or coy, 

Another in her tath did gnaw a rush ; 

But at these straungers presence cuery one did 
hush. 

3f> 

Soone as the gracious Alma came in place 
They all attonce out of their seates arose, 
Ana to her homage made, with humble grace : 
Whom when t he knights Ixheld , they gan ' .ispose 
Thern.sel ucs to court ,and each a Dai nsell chose : 
The Prince by chaunce did on a I^y light, 
Thatwas right faire and fresh as morningrosc, 
But somwhat sad, and solemne eke in sight, 
As if some pensiiie thought constraind her 
gentle spright 

37 

In a long purple pall, whose skirt with gold 
Was fretted all about, she was arayd ; 

And in her hand a Poplar braunch did bold; 
To whom the Prince in curtcous manner said, 
Gentle Madame, why beene yc thus dismaid. 
And your faire b^tic do wiUi sadnessc spill f 
Liues any, that you hath thus ill apaid ? 

Or doen you loue, or doen you lackeyour will? 
What euer be the cause, it sure beseemes you ill 
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Faire Sir, (said she halfe in disdainefull wise,) 
How is it, that this mood in me ye blame, 
And in your selfe do not the saine aduise ? 
Him ill beseemes, anothers fault to name, 
That may vn wares be blotted with the same : 
Pensiue 1 yeeld 1 am, and sad in mind, 
Through great desire of glory and of fame ; 
Ne ought I weene are ye therein behind, 
That haue twelue moneths sought one, yet no 
where can her find. 

39 

Tire Prince was inly inoued at lier spcach, 
Well weeting trew, what she had rashly told ; 
Yet with faire semblaunt sought to hide the 
breach. 

Which chaungc of colour did perforce vnfold, 
Now seeming flaming wliot, now stony cold. 
Tho turning soft aside, lie did inquire. 

What wight she was, tliat Poplar braunch did 
hold: 

It answered was, her name was Prays-desirif 
'Fhat by well doing sought to honour to aspire. 

40 

Tie whiles, the Faerie kniglit did entertaine 
Another Damsell of tliat gentle crew, 

Tliat was right faire, and modest of demaine, 
Put that too oft she chaung’d licr natiue hew : 
Straungc was her tyre, and al 1 her garmen t blew, 
Closeround about hertuckt with inanyaplight: 
Vpon her fist the bird, which shoniictli vcw, 
And keepcs in couerts close from liuirig wight, 
Did sit, as yet asliamd, liow rude Pan did her 
dight. 

So long as Gtiyon with her ccmimoned, 

Vnto the ground she cast her modest eye. 
And cuer and aiione with rosie red 
'Fhe bashfull bloud her snowy chcekes did dye, 
Tliat her liecame, as polisht yuory, 
Wliichainni ngCraftcsmansliai id hath ouerlay d 
With faire vermilion or pure Castory. 

Great wonder had the kmght, to see the mayd 
So straungclyj)assioned,and to her gently sayd, 

42 

Faire Danuell, seeineth,by your troubled cheare. 
That either me too bold ye weene, tliis wise 
You to molest, or other ill to feare 
Tliat in the secret of your hart close lyes, 
From whence it doth, as cloud from sea arise. 
If it be I, of pardon I you pray ; 

But if ought else that 1 mote not deuise, 

1 will, if ^ease you it discure, assay. 

To ease you of thiat ill, so wisely as I may. 


She answerd nought,butmoreabasht for shame, 
Held downe her head, the whiles her louelyface 
The flashing bloud with blushing did inflame, 
And the strong passion mard her modest grace, 
Ihat Guyon mcruayld at her vneouth cace : 
Till Alma him bespoke. Why wonder yee 
Faire Sir at tliat, which ye so much embrace ? 
She is tlie fountaine of your modestee ; 

You shamefast are, but Shamefastnesse it selfe 
is shoe. 

, 44 , 

Thereat the Elfe did blush in priuitee. 

And turnd liis face away ; but she the same 
Dissembled faire, and faynd to ouersee. 

Thus they awhile w-ith court and goodly 
Themsclucs did solace each one with his Dame, 
Till that grcatLadie thence away them sought. 
To vew her castles other wondrous frame. 

Vp to a stately Turret she them brouglit, 
Asanding by ten steps of AUblaster wrought. 


Tliat Turrets frame most admirable was, 

Like higliest heauen compassetl around. 

And lifted high aboue this earthly masse, 
Which it suruew’d, as hils doen lower ground ; 
But not on fijound mote like to this be found, 
Notthat,whkhantiqueCWw«5whylomebuilt 
In ThebeSy which Alexander did confound ; 
Nor that proud towre of Troyy though richly 
guilt. 

From which young Hectors bloud by crutll 
Greches was spilt. 

46 

Tlie roofe hereof was arched ouer head, 

And deckt with flowers and herbars daintily ; 
Two goodly Beacons, set in watches stead, 
Tiercin gaue light, and flam’d continually : 
For tlicy of lining fire most subtilly 
Were made, and set in siluer sockets bright, 
Couer’d with lids dcuiz’d of substance sly, 
Tliat readily they shut and open might. 
Owliocan tell the prayses of tliat makersmight ! 


Ne can I tell, ne am I stay to tell 
Tliis parts great workmanship, and wondrous 
powrc. 

That all tliis other worlds worke doth exccll, 
And likcst is vnto that heauenly towre, 

That God hath built forhisowne blessed bowre. 
Thereinwerediuerse roomes,anddiucrse stages, 
But three the chiefest, and of greatest pxiwre, 
In which there dwelt three honorable sages, 
The wisest men, 1 weene, that liued in their ages 
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Not he, whom Greece ^ the Nourseof all good arts, 
By Phabus doome, the wisest thought aliue, 
Might be compar’d to these by many parts : 
Nor that sage Pylian syre, which did suruiuc 
Three ages, such as mortall men contnuc, 

By whose aduise old Priams cittic fell, 

With these in praise of poUicies mote striuc. 
ITiese three in these three roomes did sundry 
dwell, 

.\nd counselled faire Altm, how to go'ierne well. 

49 

Tlie first of them could things to come foresee: 
The next could of things present ^t aduizc ; 
The third things past could keepe in memorec, 
So that no time, nor reason could arize, 

But that the same could oneof these comprize. 
For thy the first did in the forepart sit, 

That nought mote hinder his quicke nreiudize: 
lie had a sharpe foresight, and working wit, 
riut ncuer idle was, ne once could rest a whit. 

50 

III', chamber was dispainted all within, 

With sundry colours, in the which were writ 
Infinite shapes of things dispersed thin ; 

Some such as in the world were ncucr yit, 

Ne can deuized be of mortall wit ; 

Some daily scene, and knowen by their names, 
Such as in idle fantasies doe flit : 
UikrnsMU'd^jCetUatirSficcndcSfHippodanies, 
Apes, Lions, Sigles, Owles, fooles, louers, chil- 
dren, Dames. 

51 

And all the chamber hllcd was with flyes. 
Winch buzzed all about, and made sudn sound, 
I'hat they encombred all mens cares and eyes, 
I^ike many swarmes of Bees assembled round, 
. Mtcr their hiues with honny do abound : 

All those were idle thoughts and fantasies, 
Iknuces, dreames, opinions vnsound, 

^hewes, visions, soolh-sayes, and prophesies ; 
And all that fained is, as leasings, tales, and lies. 


Whom Alma hauing shewed to her guestes, 
Thence brought them to the second roome, 
whose wals 

Were {xiinted faire with memorable gestes, 
Of famous Wisards, and with picturals 
Of Magistrates, of courts, of tribunals, 

Of cornmen wcalthcs, of states, of pollicy, 

Of lawe.s, of iudgements, and of decretals ; 

All artes, all science, all Philosophy, 

And alllhat in the w or Id wasaye t bought wit ti ly . 

54 

Of Uiosc tlut roome was full, and them among 
There sale a man of rij>c and (perfect age, 
Who did them meditate all his life long, 
lliat through continual I practise and vsage, 
lie now was growne right wise, and wondrous 
sage. 

Greatplrasurcliadthctecslrangerkniglit3,toscc 
Ills gotxlly reason, and graue [icrsouage, 
Hiat his disciples both di'sir'd to bee ; 
Butvl/ww thence llicm IcsJto th’hindmobt roome 
of tliree. 

Tliat chamber seemcxl ruinous and old, 

And therefore was remoued farre behind, 

Vet were the wals, tliat did the same vphold, 
Right firmc and strong, though somewhat they 
dcchnd ; 

And therein sate an old oldmaii, halfe blind, 
And all decrepit in his feeble corse, 

Yet liucly vigour rested in his mind, 

And recom[x?nst him with a better scorsc ; 
Weakelxxly w'ell h cliarig’d for minds redoubled 
to. 

This man of infinite remembrance was. 

And tilings foregone through many ages held, 
Whidi he recorded still, as they aid pas, 

Ne suflred them to perish through long cld, 
Asall thiiigsclse, the which this world doth weld. 
But laid them vp in his immortall senne, 
Where they for eucr incorrupted dwekl : 

The warres he well remembred of king Nine, 
Of old Assaracus, and Inachui diuinc. 


t’ ^ 

t-iiiongst them all «^tc he, which wonned there, 
^ut bight Phantasies by his nature trew ; 

A man of ycarcs yet fresh, as mote appere, 
^ swarth complexion, and of crabbeefhew, 
fnat him full of melancholy did shew ; 
wnt hoUowbeetlebrowes, sharpe staring eyes, 
mad or foolish seemd ; one by his vew 
Mote deeme him borne with ill disixMed skyes, 
“hen oblique Saturne sate in tnc house of 
agonyes. 


The yeares of Nestor nothing were to his, 

Ne yet Maihusalem, though longest liu’d ; 
l or he remembred both their infancies ; 

Ne wonder then, if that he were dqiriu’d 
Of natiue strength now, tliat he them suruiu'd. 
His chamber all was hangd about with rolles, 
And old records from auncient times dcriu'd, 
Some made in books, some in long parchment 
scrolles, [holes. 

That were all worme-eaten, and full of canker 



Ii8 THE IL BOOKE OF THE C^niAX. 


Amid3t them all be in a cbaire was set, 

Tossing and turning them withouten end ; 

But for he was vnf^ble them to fet, 

A Htle boy did on him still attend, 

To reach, when euer he for ought did send ; 
And oft when things were lost, or laid amb, 
That boy them sought, and vnto him did lend. 
Therefore he AmmnesUs cleped is. 

And that old man Eumnestes, by their propertis. 

59 

The knights there entring, did him reucrcnce 
dew 

And wondred at his endlesse exercise, 

Then as they ^ his Librarie to vew, 

And antique Kegisters for to auisc, 

There cbaunced to the Princes hand to nze, 
An auncient booke, hight Btiion monimenis, 
That of this lands first conquest did deuize, 
And old diuision into Regiments, 

Till it reduced was to one mans gouernments. 

60 

Sir Guyon chaunst eke on another booke, 

That night Aniiquitie of Faerte lond, 

In which when as he greedily did looke, 
Th’off-spring of Eluesand Paries there he fond, 
As it deliucred was from bond to bond : 
Whereat they burning both with feruent fire, 
Their countries aunceslry to vnderstond, 
Crau’d Icauc of Alma, and that aged sire, 

To read those bookes ; whogladly graunted their 
desire. 

Cant. X. 

A chfonick of Briton ktn^s, 
from Brute to Vthers rayne. 

And folks of Elfin EmperowSy 
till time of Glortanr. 

COC/X'XOCOCOCOC'X'XOCOC'XOC/XO 

I 

Who now shall giue vnto me words and sound, 
Equall vnto tins haughtie cnterpri'^c ? 

Or who shall lend me wings, with which from 
ground 

My lowly verse may loftily arise, 

And lift it selfe vnto the highest skies ? 

More ample spirit, then hitherto was wount. 
Here needes me, whiles the famous auncestrics 
Of my most dreaded Soueraigne I recount, 
By which all earthly Princes she doth farre 
surmount. 


Ne vnder Sunne, that shines so wide and faire. 
Whence all thatliues, docs bonow lifeand light, 
Lines ought, that to her linage may comp^e, 
Which thou^ from earth it be deriued right, 
Yet doth it ^e stretch forth to heauens hight, 
And all the world with wonder ouerspred ; 

A labour huge, exceeding farre my might : 
Hov/ shall fraile pen, with feare disparaged, 
Conceiue such soueraine glory, and great 
bountihed ? 

3 

Argument worthy of Moeonian ouill, 

Or rather worthy of great Pheams rote. 
Whereon the ruines of great Ossa hill, 

And triumphes of Phl^cean lout he wrote. 
That all the Gods adnurd his loftie note. 

But if some relish of that heauenly lay 
His learned daughters would to me report, 

To decke my song withall, 1 would assay, 
TTiy name, 0 soueraine Queene, to blazon farre 
away. 

4 

Thy name 0 soueraine Queene, thy realme and 
race. 

From this renowmed Prince deriued ane. 
Who mightily vpheld that royall mace. 

Which now thou bear ’st , to thee descend^ fane 
From mightie kings and conouerours in wane, 
Thy fathers and great Grandfathers of old, 
Whose nobledeedesaboue the Northemestarre 
Immortal 1 fame for euer hath enrold ; 

As in that old mans booke they were in order 
told. 

5 

The land, which warlike Britons now possesse. 
And therein haue their mightie empire raysd, 
In antique times was saluage ynldemesse, 
Vnpeopled, vnmanurd, vnprou’d, vnpraysd, 
Ne vras it Island then, ne was it paysd 
Amid the Ocean waues, ne was it sought 
Of marchants farre, for profits therein praysd. 
Rut was all desolate, and of some thought 
By sea to haue bene from the Celiiche mayn- 
land brought. 

6 

Ne did it then dcserue a name to haue, 

Till that the venturous Mariner that way 
Ix^rninghisshipfromthosewhiterockstosaue, 
Which all along the Southeme sea-coast lay, 
Threatning vnheedie wrccke and rash decay. 
Forsafetiessake that same his sea-marke made, 
And namd it Albion. But later day 
Finding in it fit ports for fishers trade, 

Gan more the same frequent, and further to 
inuade. 
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But farre in land a saluage nation dwelt, 

Of hideous Giants, and halfe beastly men, 
That neuer tasted grace, nor goodnesse felt. 
But like wild beasts lurking in loathsome den, 
And dying fast as Roebucke through the fen, 
All naked without shame, or care of cold, 

By hunting and by spoiling liued then ; 

Of stature nuge, sukI eke of courage bold, 
That sonnes of men amazd their sternnesse to 
behold. 

O 

But whence they sprong, or how they were begot, 
Vncath is to assure ; vneath to wene 
Tliat monstrous error, which doth some asset, 
'Fhat Diocksians fiftie daughters shene 
Into this land by chaunce naue driuen bene, 
Where compamng with feends and filthy 
Sprights, 

Throu^ vaine illusion of tlieir lust vnclcne, 
They brought forth Giants and such dreadful 1 
wights, 

As farre exceeded men in their immeasurd 
mights. 

9 

They held this land, and with their fillhinesse 
Polluted this same gentle soyle long tunc : 
That their owne mother loathd their beast li- 
nesse, 

And gan abhorre her broods vnkindly crime, 
All were they borne of her owne natiue slime, 
Vntill that Brutus anciently dcriuM 
From royall stocke of old Assatacs line, 
Onuen by fatall error, here arriu’d. 

And them of their vniust possession depriu’d. 


10 

But ere he had established his throne, 

And spred Ins empire to the vtmost shore, 

He fought great battels with his saluage fonc , 
In which he them defeated euennore, 

And many Giants left on groning florc ; 

'iiiat well can witnessc yet vnto this day 
nie westeme Hogh, bcsjinncled with tlie gore 
Of mightie Gomoif whom in stout fray 
-ortneus conquered, and cruelly did slay. 


^nd eke that ample Pit, yet farre renownd, 
ior the large leape, which Dehon did comjK.*!! 
Coulin to m^c, Ixing eight lugs of grownd ; 
Into tile which returning backc, he fell, 

But those three monstrousstoncsdoc mostcxcell 
'Vliich that huge bonne of hideous Albion^ 
^ose father Hmulesm Fraunce did quell, 
threw, in fierce contention, 

At bold Canutus ; but of him was slaine apon. 


12 

In meed of these great conquests by tliem got, 
Cortneus had that I^ouince vtmost west, 

To him assigned for his worthy lot, 

Which of his name and memorable gest 
He called CornemiU^ yet so called bost ; 

And Debons sliayre was, that is Dmnsk^ix 
But Canule had his portion from the rest, 
The which he cald Lanuitum, for his hyre ; 
Now C( 2 «/tMwi,whicli Kent we coinmenly inquire. 

Thus Brute tins Kcalmc vnto his rule subdewd, 
And raigned long in great felicitie, 

Lou’d of his friends, and of his foes eschewd. 
He left three sonnes, his famous progeny, 
liorne of faire Inogene of Italy ; 

Alongst whom he parted his imperial! state, 
And Locrine left oiiefc Lord of Britany. 

At last ripe age bad him surrender late 
His life, and long good fortune vnto finall fate. 

14 

Loertne was left the soucraine I>ord of all ; 

But Alhartaci hud all the Northrene i)art, 
Which of himsc Be Albama he did call ; 

And Camber did posscssc the Westerne quart, 
Wliicli Seuerne now from Logris doth dqwt : 
And each his portion peaceably cnioyd, 
Ncwasthcreoutwardbrcach,norgrudgeinhart, 
'That once their quiet gouernment annoyd, 
But each his jjaines toolliersprofitstillemployd. 

Vntill a nation slruung, witli visage swart, 
And courage fierce, iWt all men did aflray, 
Which through the world llieiibwarmd in cuery 
j)art, 

And ouerflow’d all countries farre away, 

Like J^oyes great fioixl, witli their importune 
sway, 

i Tliis land inuadod willi hke violence, 

And did tlK’msclucs through all tlie North 
; display : 

I Vntill tliat Locrine for lii.s Kealmes defence, 

I Did head against them make, and strong niuni- 
1 fieiicc. 

I lO 

He tliem cncountrid, a confused rout, 

Foreby the Riucx, tliat whylomc was flight 
Tlie auncient Ahus^ where witli courage stout 
He them defeated in victorious fight, 

And diastc so fiercely after fearful! flight, 
'fbatforst their Chieftaine,forhis safeliessake, 
(Their Giicftaine Humber named was aright) 
Vnto the mightie streamc him to,hqtake, 
Where he an end of battell,and of life did make. 
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The king returned proud of victorie, An happie man in his first dayes he was, 

And insolent wox through vnwonted ease, And liappie father of faire progeny : 

That shortly he forgot the ieopardie, For all so many weekes as the yeare has, 

Which in his land he lately did appc-ase, So many children he did multiply ; 

And fell to vaine voluptuous disease ; Of which were twentie sonnes, which did apply 

He lou’d faire Udie Estrtld, lewdly louVl, Their minds 10 praise, and cheualrous desire: 
Whose wanton pleasures him too much did Those germans did subdew all Germany, 
please. Of whom it hight ; but in the end their Sire 

That quite his hart from Guetidolene remou'd, With foule repulse from Fraunce was forced to 
From duendoUnr his wife, though alwaies faith* retire. 

full prou’d. 23 

18 Which blot his sonne succeeding in his scat, 

The noble daughter of Corinens Tlie second Brute, the second both in name, 

Would not endure to be so vile disdaind, And eke in semblance of his puissance great, 
But gathering force, and courage valorous. Right well recur’d, and did away that blame 
Encountred him in baitell well ordaind, With recompence of euerlasting fame. 

In which him vanquisht she to lly constraind : He with his victour sword first opened 
Hut she so fast pursewd, that him she tooke, The bowels of wide Fraunce, a forlorne Dame, 
Andthrewin bands, wherehetilldeathrcmaind; And taught her first how to be conquered ; 

Als his faire Leman, flying through a brooke, Since which, with sundric spoiles she hath beenc 
She ouerhent, nought moued with her piteous ransacked. 

looke. 24 

19 Let Scaldis tell, and let tell llama, 

But both her selfe, and eke her daughter deare, And let the marsh of Lslham bruges tell, 
Begotten her kingly Paramoure, What colour were their waters tliat same day, 

The faire Sabrina almost dead with feare, And all the moore Iwixt Elumham and Dell, 

She there attadied, farre from all succoure ; With blond of Uenalots, which therein fell 

llie one she slew in tliat impatient stoure, How oft that day did sad Brunchildts see 

But the sad virgin innocent of all, The greene shield dyde in dolorous vermeil 

Adowne the rolling riuer she did [wure, 'fhat not Scutlh guiridh it mote seeme to bet\ 

Which of licr name now Seuerne men do tall . But rather y Scuith gogh, signe of sad crueltee. 
Such was the end, that to disloyall loue did fall. 

25 

20 His sonne king L'llI by father^ labour long. 
Tlicn for her sonne, which she to Loain bore, Enioyd an heritage of lasting peace, 

Madan was young, vnmeet the rule to sway, And built Catrletll, and built Catrlemt strong. 
In her owne hand the crowne she kept in store, j Next Huddibras his reaime did not encrease. 
Till ryper yeares he raught, and stronger stay : But taught the land from wearie warrestoceasc. 

During which time her powre she did display ' Whose footste|)s Bladud following, in arts 
'flirough all this reaime, the glorie of her sex, i Exceld at Athens all the learned preacc, 

And first taught men a woman to obay : ■ From whence he brought them to these 

But when her sonne to mans estate did wex, sduage [xirls, 

She it surrcndred,ne her selfe would lenger vex. i And with sweet science mollifide their stub- 

borne harts. 


21 26 

Tho Madan raignd, vnworthie of his race Ensample of his wondrous faculty, 

For with all sl^me that sacred throne he fild ; Behold the boyling Bathes at Cairbadon, 

Next Memprise, as vnworthy of that place. Which seeth with secret fire eternally, 

In which being consorted with ManUd, And in their entrails, full of quicke Brimston. 

For thirst of single kin^me him he kild. Nourish the flames, which they are warm’d vpon. 

But Ebranek salucd both their infamies That to thei r people wealth they forth do weU, 

With noble deedes, and warreyd on BrunBiild And health to euery forreine nation : 

In HenauU, where yet of his victories Yet he at last contending to excel! 

Braue moniments remaine, which yet that land The reach of men, throi^ flight into fond 
enuies. mischief fell. 
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Next liim king Leyr in happie peace long raind, 
But had no issue male him to succeed, 

But three faire daughters, which were well 
vptraind, 

In all that seemed fit for kingly seed : 

Mongst whom his realme he equally decreed 
To haue diuided. Tho when feeble age 
Nigh to his vtmost date he saw procc^, 

He cald his daughters ; and with speeches sage 
Inquyrd, which of them most did loue her 
[parentage. 

28 

Tlie eldest GonoriU gan to protest, 
Thatshemuchmore then herownclife himlou’d: 
And Reian greater loue to him protest, 

Then all the world, when euer it were proon’d , 
But CordeUl said she lou‘d him, as behoou’d : 
Whose simple answere, wanting colours faire 
To |)aint it forth, him to dispkasance moon’d, j 
That in his crowne he counted her no hairc, 
But twixt the other twaine his kingdome vdiole 
did shaire. 

2 () 

S> wedded th’one to Maglan kmg of Scots, 

And th’other to the king of Cambrui^ 

And twixt themshayrd his realme by equalUots: 
But without dowre the wise Cordflia 
Was sent to A^antp of Celtica. 

Tlicir aged Syre, thas eased of liis crowne, 

A priuate life led in Albanta, 

With Gonorilly long had in great renowne, 

That nought him grieu’d to bene from rule 
deposed downe. 

f, . . ^ 

iMit true It IS, that when tlie oyle is spent, 

^ hghtgocsout.and wceke is throwne away : 
V) wlien he had resigned his regiment, 

His daughter gan despise his drouping day. 
And wearie waxe of his continual! stay, 

Tho to his daughter Hegan he repayrd, 

WI 10 him at first well vsed cucry way ; 

Rut when of his departure she (lespayrd, 
Hcrbountiesheabated.andhischcarc empayrd 

liie wretched man gan then auuNC too late, 
loue is not, wnere most it is profest, 

|oo truely tryde in his extreamest state ; 

list null’d likewise to proue the rest. 

He to Cordelia him selfe adtlrest, 

WIm) with entire affection him receau’d, 

As for her Syre and king her seemed bit ; 

And after au an army strong she leau'd, 
on those, whii^ him had of his realme 
bereau'd. 


So to his crowne she him restor'd againe, 

In which he dyde, made ripe for death by ckl, 
And after wild, it should to her remaine : 
Who peaceably the same long time did wt Id: 
I And ^ mens harts in dew obedience held : 
Till that her sisters children, woxen strong 
Through proud ambition, against her rebeld, 
And ouercommen kept in prison long, 

Till wcanc of that wretched life, her selfe die 
hong. 

llien gan the bloudie brethren both to rame 
Hut hcrce Cundah gan shortly to cnuie 
IIisbrotlicrA/iir;»fin,pricktwilhprouddis(laine, 
To liaue a pere in part of soueraintic, 

And kindling coles of criicll enmitie, 

Kaisd warre, and him in battell ouerthrew ; 
Whence as he to those woodie hib did flie, 
Whiclihight of him there him slew. 

Then did lie ruigne alone, when he none rquall 
knew. 

I . 34 . 

Ills sonne Riuallo his dead roome did supply, 
In whosesad timcblouddid from hcauen raine- 
Next great Gurgustus, then faire Cirdly 
Inconstant peace their kingdomesdid coiitaim , 
After whom Logo, and Kinmarke did raine, 
And Gorbogud, till farre in ycarcs he grew : 
Then his ambitious sonnes vnto them twaine 
Arraiight the rule, and from their father drew, 
Stout Ferrex and sternc Porrex him in prison 
threw. 

35 

But 0, the greedy thirst of royall crowne, 

That knowes no kinred, nor rcgardcs no right, 
Stird Porrex vp to put his brother downe ; 
Who vnto him assembling forrtine might. 
Made warre on him, and fell him selfe in figfit ; 
Whose death t’auenge, his mother inercilcsse, 
Most merciU's.se of women, Wyden hight, 

Her other sonne fast sk'cping did oppresse, 
And with most crui II hand him murrlrcfi pitfi 
Icsse. 

3 b 

Here ended Bruius satred progenic, 

Which had seuen hundred ycares this scepter 
borne, 

With high renowme, and great fclicilic ; 

Tlie noble braunch from th'antiquc stoclic was 
tome 

Through discord , and tlie royall throne lorlome: 
Thenceforth this Realme was into factions rent, 
Whilest each of Bruius boasted to be borne. 
That in the end was left no moniment 
Of BriUus, nor of Britons glory auncient. 
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Then vp arose a man of matchlesse might. 

And wondrous wit to menage high affaires, 
Who stird with pitty of the stressed plight 
Of this sad Reahne, cut into sundry sliaiies 
By such, as daymd themselues BruUs rightful! 
haires, 

Gathered the Princes of the people loose, 

To taken counsel! of their common cares ; 
Who with his wisedom won, him streight did 
choose 

Their king, and swore him fealty to win or loose. 

38 

Then made he head against his enimies, 

And Ynmtr slew, of Loms miscreate ; 

Then Ruddoc and proud StatiTf both allyes, 
This of Albania newly nominate, 

And that of Cambry king confirmed late. 

He ouerthrew through his owne valiaunce ; 
Whose countreis he redus’d to quiet state, 

And shortly brought to ciuill gouernaunce, 
Now one, which earst were many, made through 
variaunce. 

Then made he sacred lawes, which some men say 
Were vnto him reueald in vision, 

1^ which he freed the Traueilers high way, 
Tne Churches part, and Ploughmans portion, 
Restraining stealth, and strong extortion ; 
The ^acious Num of great Britanie : 

For till his dayes, the Aiefe dominion 
By strength was wielded without pollicie ; 
'Fherefore he first wore crowne of gold for dignitic. 

40 

Donmllo dyde (for what may Hue for ay ?) 
And lef t twosonnes, of pcarelcsse prowessc both ; 
That sacked Roiw too dearcly did assay, 

'fhe rccorapence of their periurcd oth, 

And ransackt(jrre«well tryde,whcn they were 
wroth; 

Besides subiected Fraunce, and Germany, 
Which yet their praysesspeake.all be they loth, 
And inly tremble at the memory 
Of Brennus an/1 Bellinus, kings of Britany. 

41 

Next them did Gurguni, great Bellmus sonne 
In rule succeede, and eke m fathers prayse ; 
HeEasterlandsubdewd,and Danmarke wonne. 
And of them both did foy and tribute raise, 
The which was dew in his dead fathers dayes : 
He also gauc to fugitiues of Spayw, 

Whom he at sea found wandring from their 
A seate in Ireland safely to remayne, [wayes, 
Whidt they should hold of him, as subiect to 
Briiayne, 


43 

After him raigned Guilheline his hayre, 

The iustest man and trewest in his d^yes, 
Who had to wife Dame Meriia the fayre. 

A woman worthy of immortal! prayse. 

Which for this Redme found many gojdly layes, 
And wholesome Statutes to her husb^ 
brought ; 

Her many deemd to haue beene of the Foyts, 
As was Aegerie, that Nutna tought ; 

Those yet of her be Merlian lawes both nam’d 
and thought. 

Her sonne StstUus after her did rayne, 

And then Kimarus, and then Damus ; 

Next whom Morindus did the crowne sustaine, 
Who, had he not with wrath outrageous, 

And cruell rancour dim’d his valorous 
And mightie deeds, should matched haue the 
best: 

As well in that same field victorious 
Against the forreine Morands he exprest ; 
Yet hues his mcmorie, though carcas sleepe in 
rest. 

44 

Fiue sonnes he left begotten of one wife, 

All which successiuely by tumes did raine ; 
First Gorboman a man of vertuous life ; 

Next Archigald, who for his proud disdaine, 
Deposed was from Princedome soueraine. 
And pitteous Elidure put in his sted ; 

Who shortly it to him restord againe, 

Till by his death he it rccouered ; 

But Peridure and Vigent him distlxronized. 


In wretched prison long he did remaine, 

Till tliey outraigned had their vtmost date, 
And then therein reseized was againe, 

And ruled long with honorable state. 

Till he surrendred Rcalme and life to fate. 
Then all the sonnes of these fiue brethren raynd 
By dew suca*sse, and all their Nephewes late, 
Euen thriseelcuen descents tlic aowne retaynd, 
Till aged Rely by dew heritage it gaynd. 

46 

Ho liad two sonnes, whose eldest called Lud 
Left of his life most famous memory, 

And endlesse moniments of his great good : 
The ruin’d wals he did rcaedifye 
Of Troynouant, gainst force of enimy, 

And built that gate, wliichof his name is hight, 
By which he lyes entombed solemnly. 

I He left two sonnes, too young to rule ari^t, 

I Androgeus and TenarUtus, pictures of his nupit. 
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Whilst they were young, Cassibalane their Erne 
Was by tM people ch^n in their sted, 

Who on him tooke the royaR Diademe, 

And goodly well long time it gouerned, 

Till the prowd Romanes him disquieted, 

And warlike Cottar, tempted with the name 
Of this sweet Island, neuer conquered, 

And enuying the Britons blazed fame, 

(0 hideous hunger of dominion) hither came. 

4S 

Yet twisc they were repulsed backe againe, 
And twise rcnforst, backe to their ships to fly, 
The whiles with bloud they all the shore did 
staine, 

And the gray Ocean into purple dy : 

Ne had they footing found at last perdie, 

Had not Andro^eus, false to riatiue soyle, 

And enuious of Vncles soueraintie, 

Bctrayd his contrey vnto forreine spoyle : 
Nought else, but treason, from the first this land 
did foyle. 

49 

.So by him Casar got the victory, 

Through greatbloudshed, and many a sad assay, 
In which him selfe was charged neauily 
Of hardy NenniuSt whom he yet did slay. 

But lost his sword, yet to be scene this day 
Thenceforth this land was tributarie made 
Tambitious Rome, and did their rule obay, 
Till Arthur all that reckoning defrayd ; 

Yet oft the Briton kings against them strongly 
swayd. 

50 

Next him Tenantius raigned, then Kimbelinc, 
What time th’etemall Lord in fleshly slime 
Enwombed was, from wretched Adams line 
To purge away the guilt of sinfull crime : 

0 ioyous memorie 0 ? happy time, 

Tliat heauenly grace so plenteous! y displayd ; 
(0 too hig^ ditty for my simple rime.) 

^ne after this the Romanes him warrayd ; 
I‘or Hiat their tribute he refusd to let be [jayd 


Ckudiust that next was Emperour, 

An army brought, and with him battell fought, 
In which the king was by a Treachetour 
Bisguised slaine, ere any thereof thought : 
Yet ceased not the bloudy fight for ought ; 
Eor Aruirage his brotben, place supplide, 

Both in his armes, and crownc, and by that 
draught 

driue the Romanes to the weaker side, 
That they to peace agreed. So all was pacifide. 


Was neuer kirig more highly naagnifidc, 

Nor dred of Romanes, then was Arutra^e, 

For which the Emperour to him alUde 
Hi.s daughter Genuiss' in marriage : 

Yet shortly he renounst the vassalage 
Of Rome againe, who hither hastly sent 
Vespasian, that with great sjxiile and rage 
Forwasted all, till Genuissa gent 
Perswaded him to ceasse,and her Lord to relent. 


He dyde ; and him succeeded Marius, 

Who ioyd his dayes in great tranquillity, 
Then Coyll, and after him good Lucius, 

Tliat first rcceiued Christianitic, 

TTie saaed pledge of Christes Euangely ; 

Yet true it is, that long before that day 
Hither came loseph of Arimaihy, 
Whobrought witlihimtheholygrayle, (they say) 
And preacht the truth, but since it greatly did 
decay. 

54 . 

This good king shortly without issew dide, 
Whereof great trouble in the kingdomc grew. 
That did her selfe in sundry parts diuide, 
And with her powre her owne selfe ouerthrew, 
Whilcst Romanes dayly did the weakc subdew : 
Which seeing stout Bunduca, vp arose, 

And taking armes, the Britons to her drew ; 
With whom she marched streight against her 
foes, 

And them vnwares besides the Seuetne <lkl 
enclose. 

55 

There she with them a cruell battell tride. 

Not with so good successc, as she dcscru’d ; 
By reason that the (^taines on her side, 
Corrupted by Paulinus, from her sweru’d : 
Yet such, as were through former flight pic- 
, SCTu’d, 

1 Gathering againe, her Host she did renew, 
And with fresh courage on the victour scruM : 
But being all defeat^, .saue a few. 

Rather then fly,or Ijc captiu'd her selfe she slew. 

56 

0 famous moniment of womens prayse, 
Matcliable either to Semiramis, 

Whom antique history so high doth raise* 

Or to HypsiphiV or to Thomtris : 

Her Host two hundred thousand numbred is ; 
Who whiles good fortune fauoured her might, 
Triumphed oft against her enimis ; 

And yet though ouercomc in haplesse fi^t. 
She tnumphed on death, in enemies despight 
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Her reliques Fulgent hauing gathered, 

Fought with SeueruSf and him ouerthrew ; 
Yet in the chace was slaine of them, that : 
So made them victours, whom he did siibdew. 
'Hien gan Carausius tirannizc anew, 

And gainst the Romanes bent their proper 
powre, 

But him AlUclus treacherously slew, 

And took on him the robe of Em[)eroure : 
Nath’lesse the same enioyed but short happy 
howre : 

58 

For Asckpiodale him ouercame, 

And left inglorious on the vanqiusfit pbyne, 
Without or robe, or rag, to hide his shame. 
Then afterwards he in his stead did rayne ; 
But shortly was by Coyll in bat tell slaine : 
Who after long debate, since Lucies time, 

Was of the Britons first crownd Soucraine : 
Then ^n this Realme renewe her (Kissed prime : 
He of his name Coylchester built of stone and 
lime. 

59 

Which when the Romanes heard, they hither sent 
Consianiius, a man of mickle might, 

With whom king Coyll made an agreement, 
And to him gaue for wife his cLuighter bright, 
Faire Helena, the fairest lining wight ; 

Who in all godly thewes, and goodly prayse 
Did far excell, but was most famous hight 
For skill in Musicke of all in her dayes, 

Aswell incurious instruments, as cunning layes 

60^ 

Of whom he did great Constantine beget. 

Who afterward was Emperour of Rome ; 

To which whiles absent he his mind did set, 
Octauius here lept into his roome, 

And it vsurjxxl by vnrighteous doome : 

But he his title lustifide by might. 

Slaying Traherne, and hauing ouercome 
Tile Romane legion in dreadfull fight : 

So settled he his kingdome,andconfirmd his right. 

61 

But wanting issew male, his daughter deare 
He gaue in wedlocke to Maximum, 

And him with her madeof his kingdome heyre. 
Who soone by meanes thereof the Empire wan, 
Till murdred by the friends of Gratian , 

Then pin the Ilunnes and Piets inuade this 
(and, 

a the raigne of Maximinian ; 

ying left none heire them to withstand. 
But that they ouerran all parts with easie hand. 


62 

The weary Britons, whose war-hable youth 
Was by Maximian lately led away. 

With wretched miseries, and woefull ruth, 
Were to those Pagans made an open pray, 
And dayly spectacle of sad decay : 

Whom Romane warres, which now fourc 
hundred yeares, 

And more had wasted, could no whit dismay ; 
Till by consent of Commons and of Peares, 
They crownd the second Constantine wiMi 
loyous teares, 

Wlio hauing oft in battell vanquished 
Thosespoi leful 1 Piets, and swarming Easter li ngs . 
Long time in peace his Realme established, 
Yet oft annoyd with sundry bordragings 
Of neighbour Scots, and forrein Scatterlmgs, 
With which the worlddid in thosedayesabounti: 
Which to outbarre, with painefull pyonings 
From sea to sea he heapt a mightie mound. 
Which from Alcluid to Panwell aid that border 

bound. . 

64 

Three sonnes he dying left, all vnder age , 

By meaner whereof, their vncle VorttFere 
Vsurpt the crowne, during their pupillage ; 
Wliich thTnfants tutors gathering to feare, 
Them closely into Armaruk did b^re : 

For dread of whom , and for those Piets annoyes , 
He sent to Germanie, straunge aid to reare. 
From whence eftsoonesarriued here three hoyo 
Of Saxons, whom he for his safetie imployes 

Two brethren were their Capitains, which hight 
Hengisl and Horsus, well approu’d in warre. 
And both of them men of renowmed might ; 
Who making vantage of their auill iarre. 
And of thobc iorreiners, which came from far re, 
Grew great, and got large portions of land, 
That in the Rcalmeere long tlieystrongerarre, 
Then they which sought at first their helping 
hand. 

And Vortiger enforst the kingdome to aband. 
66 

But by the helpe of Vortimere his soone, 

He is againe vnto his rule rcstord. 

And Hengist seeming sad, for that was donne, 
Recciued is to grace and new accord, 
'rhrough his fiiire daughters hu:e, and fiattring 
word ; 

Soone after which, threehundred Lordes heslew 
Of British bloud, all sitting at his bord ; 
Whose dolefuM moniraents who list to rew, 
Th’ctemall markes of treason may at Sionheng 
vew. 
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Bv this the sonnes of Constanttw, which fled, 
Antbrose and Vikn did ripe years attaine, 

And here arriuing, strongly challenged 
The crowne, whidi Vortign did long detaine : 
Who flying from his guilt, by them was slainc. 
And Hengist eke soone brought to shamefull 
death. 

Thenceforth Aurelius peaceably did rayne, 
Tillthatthrough poyson stopped washis breath; 
So now entombed lyes at Stoneheng by the 
heath. ^ 

After him Vther, which Pendragon hight, 
Succeding TTiere abruptly it did end, 

Without full point, or other Gisure right, 

As if the rest some wicked hand did rend, 

Or th’Authour selfe could not at least attend 
To finish it : that so vntimely breach 
Tlie Prince him selfe halfe sceincth to offend. 
Yet secret pleasure did offence emjxnch, 

And wonder of antiquitie long stopt his speach. 

At Last quite rauisht with delight, to heare 
Tlie royall Ofspring of his natiue land, 

( ryde ou t, Deare coun trey , 0 how dearely deare 
Ought thy remembraunce,andprpctuaU band 
He to thy foster Childe, that from thy hand 
Did commun breath and nouriture receaue ? 
How brutish is it not to vnderstand, 

How much to her we owe, tliat all vs gaue, 
l^t gaue vnto vs all, what euer good we haue. 

70 

Hut Guyon all this while liis Ixwke did read, 

Nc yet has ended : for it was a great 
And ample volume, that doth far excead 
My Icasure, so long leaucs here to repeat : 

It told, how first Prometheus did aeate 
A man, of many |)artes from beasts dcriued, 
And then stole fire from heauen, to animate 
lbs worke, for which he was by hue depriued 
Of life him selfe, and liarl-slrings of an itglc 
riued. 

V 

Tliat man so made, he called Elfe, to wcet 
f^k, the first authour of all Elfin kind : 
^Vho wandring through the world with wearic 
feet, 

Ihd in the gardins of Adonis find 
A goodly CTeature, whom he deemd in mind 
To be no earthly wight, but eitlicr Spright, 
Or AngcU, th’authour of all woman fdnd ; 
Iberefore a Fay he her according hight, 

Of whom all Faeryes spring, and fetch their 
lignage right. 


Of these a mighue people shortly pew, 

And puLssaunt kings, which all the woikl 
war ray d, 

And to them selues all Nations did subek'w ; 
The first and eldest, which that scepter swayd. 
Was Elfin ; him all Itidia obayd, 

And all that now Anirrm men call : 

Next him was noble Elfittan, who layd 
Cleopolts foundation first of all : 

But Elfiltne enclasd it with a golden wall. 

73 

His sonne was Klfinell, who oucrcame 
Tlic wicLtnl Gobbrltfies in bloudy field : 

But El flint was of most renowmed fame, 

Who all of Christall did Panihea build : 

Tlicn Elfar, who two brethren gyants kild, 
llieone of which had twoheads, ih’other 1 bur : 
Then Elfimor, who was in Magirk skild , 

He built by art vpn the glassy See 
A bridge of bras, wliosc sound heauens thunder 
seem'd to b('e. 

74 

He left three sonnes, the which in order raynd, 
And all their Ofspring, in tlicir dew deMeiils. 
Eucn seuen hundred Princes, which inainlaynd 
WithmighticdeedcstheirsimdrygoucrnmentF; 
Tliat were too long their infinite contents 
Here to record, nc much materiall; 

Yet should they be most famous moniments, 
And braue cnsainfile, both of martiall, 

And ciuill rule to kings and slates impcriall. 


I j 

After all tliesc Elfuleob did rayne, ^ 

The wise tJfideos in great Maiestic, 

Who mightily that sccplcr did suslaync, 
And with rich sjioilcs and famous victoric, 
Did high aduaunce tlic crownc of Earry : 

He left two sonnes, of which faitc Elf cron 
ITie eldest brother did vntimely dy ; 

Wliosc emptie place the mightie Oberon 
Doubly supplidc, m sjiousall, and dominion. 

76 

Grtal was his jKiwer and gloric oucr all, 

Wliich liim before, that .sacred scale did fill, 
That yet remaines his wide mcmoriall : 

He dying left the fairest Tana^uillf 
Him to succeedc therein, by his last will : 
Fairer and nobler liueth none this howre, 

Nc like in grace, ne like in learned skill ; 
Therefore they call that glorious flowrr 
Long mayst thou Ghrian liue, in glory and 
i great powre. 
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Beguild thus with delight of noueities, 

And naturall desire of countreys state, 

So long they red in those antiquities, 

That how the time was fled, they quite forgate, 
Till gentle Alma seeing it so late, 

Perforce their studies broke, and them be- 
sought 

To thinke, how supper did them long awaite. 
So halfe vnwilling from their bookes them 
brought, 

And fairely feasted, as so noble knights she 
ought. 

Cant, XL 

enimies of Temperaunce 
besiege her dwelling place : 

Prince Arthur them repelles^ andfowle 
Maleger doth deface. 

1 

What warre so cruell, or what siege so sore, 
As that, which strong afTections do apply 
Against the fort of reason euermore 
To bring the soule into captiuitie : 

Their force is fiercer through infirmitie 
Of the fraile flesh, relenting to their rage. 
And exercise most bitter tyranny 
Vpon the fiarts, hrouglit into their lx)ndage : 
No wretchednesse is like to smfull vcllenage. 

2 

But in a body, which doth freely yeeld 
His partes to reasons rule ohcuitnt, 

And letteth her that ought the scepter weeld, 
All happy peace and goodly gouernment 
Is setled there in sure establishment ; 

There Alma like a virgin Quecne most bright, 
Doth florish in all beautic excellent : 

And to her guestesdoth bounteous banket dight. 
Attempted goodly well for health and for 
delight. 

3 

Early before the Morne with cremosin ray, 
The windowes of bright heauen opened had, 
'riirough which into the world the aawningday 
Might looke, that maketh tucry creature glad, 
Vprose Sir Guyon^ in bright armour dad, 

And to his pairpo^ iourney him prepar'd : 
With him the I^mer eke in habit sad, 

Him selfe addrest to that aduenture hard : 
So to the riuers side they both together far’d. 


Where them awaited ready at the ford 
The Ferrimanf as Alma had bdiight, 

With his well rigged boate : They go abord, 
And he eftsoones gan launch his b^ke fortl 
right. 

Ere long they rowed were Quite out of sigh 
And fast the land behind them fled away. 
But let them pas, whiles windand weather ngh 
Doserue their turnes: herelawhilemuststay 
To see a cruell fight doen by the Pnnee thisday 


For all so soone, as Guyon thence was gon 
Vpon his voyage with his trustie gui(fc, 

That wicked bond of villeins fresh begon 
That castle to assaile on euery side, 

And lay strong siege about it far and wide. 
So huge and infinite their numbers were, 
That all the land they vnder them did hide ; 
So fowle and vgly, that exceeding feare 
Their visages imprest, when they approditd 
neare. 

6 

Them intwelue troupes their Captain did disprt 
And round about in fittest steades did pmee, 
Where each might best offend his proper part, 
And his contrary obiect most deface. 

As euery one seem’d meetest in that cace. 
Seuen of the .same against the Castle rate. 

In strong entrenchments he did closefy place, 
Which witliinceasaunt force and endlesse hate, 
Tlicy battred day and night, and enlrauncc did 
awate. 

7 

The other fiue, hue sundry wayes he set, 
Against the fiue great Bulwarkcs of that pile, 
And vnto each a Bulwarke did arret, 
T’assayle with open force or hidden guile, 

In hope thereof to win victorious spoile. 
They all that charge did feruently apply, 
With greedic maboi and importune toyle, 
And planted there their huge artillery, 

With which they dayly made most dreadfull 
battery. 

8 

The first troupe was a monstrous rablement 
Of fowle misshapen wights, of which some were 
HeadedlikeOwfes, with bedeesvneomelybent, 
Others like Dogs, others like Gryj^ns dreare, 
And some had wings, and some had dawes to 
teare, 

And euery one of them had Lynces eyes. 

And euery one did bow and arrowes boare : 
All those were lawlcsse lustes, corrupt enuks, 
And oouetous aspectes, all cruell enimies. 
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Tlioae same against the bulwarke of Uie Sight 
Did lay strong sie^, and battailous assault, 
Ne once did yield it respit day nor night, 

But soone as Titan gan his head exault. 

And soone againe as he his light with liault, 
Their wicked engins they agamst it bent : 
That is each thing, by whicli the eyes may fault, 
But two then all more huge and violent, 

Beau tic, and money, they that Bulwarke 
sorely rent. 

10 

The second Bulwarke was tiic Hearing sence, 
Gainst which the second troupe dcssignmcni 
makes ; 

Deformed creatures, in straungc differena*, 
Some hauing heads hke Ilarts, some like to 
Snakes, 

Some like wild Bores late rouzd ou t cf the brakes; 
Slaunderous reproches, and fowle infamies, 
Leasings, backby tings, and vaine-glorious 
crakes, 

Bad counsels, prayscs, and false flatteries. 

All those against that fort did bend their 
batteries. 

11 

Likewise that same third Fort, that is the Smll 
Of that third troupe was cruelly assayd ; 
Whosehideousshapes were I i ke to feends of hel 1, 
Sofneliketohounds,someliketoApes,dismayd, 
Some like to Puttockes, all in plumes arayd : 
All shap't according their conditions. 

For by those vgly formes weren pourtrayd, 
Foolish delights and fond abusions, 

^Vhich do that sence besiege with light illusions. 

12 

Ind that fourth band, which cruell battry bent. 
Against the fourth Bulwarke, that is the Tasi, 
Was as the rest, a grysie rablement, 

Some mouth’d likegreedy Oystriges, some fast 
Like loathly Toades, some fashion^ in the wasl 
Like swine ; for so deformd is luxur)', 

^rfeat, misdiet, and vnthriftic wast, 

Vaine feasts, and idle superfluity : 

^11 those this scnces Fort assay le incessantly. 

13 

But the fift troupe most horrible of hew. 

And fierce of force, was dreadfull to report : 
I'orsomclikeSraileSjSoraedid like spyders shew, 
And some like vgly Vrehins thicke and short : 
f melly they assayled that fift Fort, 

Armed with darts of sensuall delight, 

With stings of camall lust, and strong effort 
Of fetling pleasures, with which day and night 
tit same fift bulwarke they continued 


Hiusthese tweluetroupes withdreadfull pubsanoe 
Against that Castle n^tlesse siege did lay, 
And euermore their hidtxnis Ordinance 
Vpon the Bulwarkes cruelly did pUy, 

'lit now It g;m to thrcutcii neare decay : 
And euermore their wicked Capitaine 
Brouoked them tlie breaches to assay, 
Somtimes with threats, somtimes with liopi* 
of game, 

Which by the ransack of tliat jicece they should 
at tame. 

*5 

On th’othcr side, th’assiegcd Castles ward 
Their stedfast stonds did mightily maintami , 
And many bold repulse, and many hard 
Atchicuement wrought with penll and with 
paine, 

That goodly frame from ruinc to sustainc : 
And those two brethren Giants did defend 
The walk's so stoutly with their sturdie mairie, 
That ncuer entrance anv durst pretend. 

But they to direful! death their groning gho'.K 
did a'lid. 

The noble vi^n, idie of the place, 

Was much dismayed with that areadfull siglit • 
For neuer was she in so euill cace, 

Till that the Prince seeing her wofiill pligiit, 
Gan her rccomfort from so sad aflrij^t, 
Oflring his scruice, and his dearest life 
For her defence, against that Carle to fight, 
Which was ihcir oiiefe and Ih’aulhor (rf tlial 
strife : 

She him remerried a.s the Patronc of her life. 

‘7 

Eflbooncs himselfe in glittcrand armes he dight, 
And his well proued weapons to him hent ; 

So taking courteous conge he bchight, 

Those gates to be vnbar’d, and forth he went. 
Faire mote he thee, the prowrst and most gent , 
That cucr brandhhed bright Steele on hye : 
Whom soone as that vnruly rablement, 

With his gay Squire issuing did espy. 

They reard a most outrageous drcaafull yelling 

18 

And therewith all attonce at him let fly 
Their fluttringarrowes, thickca-sflakesof snow. 
And round about him flockc impetuously, 
Like a great water flood, that tombling low 
From the high mountaines, threats to ouerflow 
With suddein fury all the fertile plaine, 

And the sad husbandmans long hopedoth throw 
A downe the streame, and all his vowes make 
vaine, [sustaine. 

Nor bounds nor banks his headlong mine may 
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Ypon his shield their heafjtd hayle he bore, S 
And with his sword disixrrst the raskall flockes, 
Which fled a sunder, and him fell before, 

As withered leaues drop from their dried 
stockes, [locks ; 

When the wroth Western wind does rcaue their 
And vnder neath him his courai;eous steed, 

The fierce rode therndownel 1 kedocks, 

Tlie fierce Spumador borne of heauenly seed : 
Sucli as Laotncdonol Piiobu^ race dui breed. 

20 , 
Which suddeine horrour and confused cry, 
Wlienas their Captaine heard, in liustehe > cxle, 
'Hie cause to weet, and fault to rt tnc<ly ; 

Vpon a Tyi^re swift and fierce he nxie, 

That as ine winde ran vnder neath his lode, 
WhilcshislonKlegsni^hrau^htvntothej^round, 
Irnll large he was of hnil)c,and shoulders brodc, 
But of such subtile substance and viisouikI, 
'Jliat like a ghost he seem’d, whose graue- 
clolhos were vnbound. 

21 

And in his hand a Ixiidcd Ixiw was scene, 

And many arrowes vnder his right side, 

All deadly daungerous, all crucll keenc, 

Headed with flint, and feathers bloudie didc, 
Such as the Indians in their omuers hide ; 
'lliose could he well direct and streight as line, 
And bid them strike die marke, which he liad 
eyde, 

Ne was theresaluc, ne was tliercmtdiciiie, 

Tliat mote recure their wounds : so inly they 
did tine. 

22 

As [Xile luid wan as ashes was his looke, 

His bodic Icanc and meagre as a rake, 

And skin all wiUiercd like a dryid rooke, 
Tlicreto as cold and drery as a Snake, 

That seem’d to tremble eiiennore, and (juake : 
All in a canuas thin he was Ixdight, 

And girded with a belt of twisted brake, 

Vpon his lu-ad he wore an Helmet light, 

Made of a dead mans skull, that sevin'd a 
ghastly sight. 

Male^er was Ins name, and after him, 
llicrc follow’d fast at hand two wicked Hags, 
With hoorie lockcs all loose, and visage grim ; 
Their feet vnsliod, their bodies wrapt in rags, 
And both as swift on foot, a.s chas^ Stags ; 
And yet the one lier other Icgge had lame, 
Whkii with a stafle, all full of litie snags 
She did support, and Impolttui her tume : 
But th’othcr was Impaiuncc^ arm’d with raging 
flame. 


Soone as the Carle from fane the Prince espyde, 
Glistring in armes and warlike ornament, 

His Beast he felly prickt on cither syde. 

And his mischieuous bow full readie bent, 
With which at him a cruell shaft he sent; 

But he was wane, and it warded well 
Vpon his shield, that it no further went, 

But to the ground the idle quarrcll fell : 

Then he another and another did expelL 

‘5 

Whk h to preueni , the Prince his niortall speare 
Soone to him r.uight, and fierce at him did 
nde, 

To be auenged of that shot whyleare ; 

But he was not so hard ic to abide 
'111.11 bitter stownd, but turning quicke aside 
His light -foot beast, fled fast away for fearc : 
Whom to jiursuc, the Infant after hide. 

So fast as his good Courser could liim beare. 
But labour le>st it w.ie, to wcene approch him 
ncare. 

2 () 

For as the wmgid wind his Tigre fled, 

'Tliat vew of eye lould se:arse him ouertake, 
Ncsearseliis feel on ground were scene tot red; 
'Through liils and dales he speedie way dw 
male, 

Ne hetlge nc diidi his rcudie passage brake, 
And in his flight the villein turn’d his face, 

(As wonts the Tartar by the Caspian lake, 
When as the Russian him in fight does chace) 
Vnto his TNgri-s uile, mid shot at him a^iace. 

27 

Apace he shot, and vet he fled apace, 

Still as the greedy knight nigh to him drew, 
And oftentimes he would relent his pace, 
That him his foe more fiercely should nursew : 
Wlio when his vmcouth manner he did vew, 
He gan auizc to follow him no more, 

But keepc hisstandmg,and hisshafte eschew, 
Vnlill he quite had spent his perlous store, 

^ And then assac le him fresh, ere he could shift 
for more 

28 

, But that lame Hag, still as abroad he strcfw 
; His wicked arrowes, gathered them againe, 

, And to him brought, fresli batteU to renew : 
Which he espying, cast her to rcstraine 
From yielding succour to tliat cursed Swaioe, 
And her attaching, thought her hands to lye : 
But soone as him dismounted on the plaiw, 
g That other Hag did farre away espy 
Binding her sister, she to him ran hastily. 
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Aod catching hold of mm, as downe lie lent, 
Himbackwardoucrthrew,anddowne him stayd 
With their rude hands and griesly graplcment, 
TUI that the villein coomung to their ayd, 
Vpoo him fell, and lode vpon him layd ; 

Full htle wanted, but he had him slaine, 

And of the battell baleful 1 end had made, 

Had not his gentle Squire beheld liis jjaiiic, 
And commen to his revkew, ere his bitter bane. 


So greatest and most glorious tiling on ground 
May often need the helpe of weaker hand ; 

feeble lb mans slate, and life vnsound, 

That m assurance it may ncuer stand, 
lill It dissolued be from earthly band. 

I'roofe be thou Prince, tlie prowc-st man aliuc. 
And noblest borne of all m BrUaytu land ; 

\a thc*e t'urrce Fortune did so nearcly dnue. 
Tlal liad not grace 1110*0 blc*st, thou sliouldest 
not suruiue. 

'Hie S(]uirc arnuing, fiercely in his armes 
.^tialchl first the one, and then the otlier lade, 
His clucfcst lets and authors of his harmes, 
AiKltlicinperforcewilhheMwilhthre.ilncd blade, 
l^ist that his I^rd they sliould behind iniiadt ; 
Ilic whiles the Prince prickt with reprochfull 
shame, 

one awakt out of long slombnng shade, 
Keuiuing thought of gloric and of fame, 
^’lll(•d all his jiowrcs to purge lumsclfe from 
blame 

, , . 32 

*.iKc as a fire, the which in hollow caue 

I lath long bene vnderkcpt,and downe suf iprcst , 
\Nith murmurous dlsdaine dotli inly raue. 

Ami grudge, in so streight prison to Ik? pre-st. 
At last breakes forth with furious vnresl, 

*\ik1 striucs to mount vnlo his naliuc s<*at ; 

Ml llul <lul carst it hinder and molest, 

I I ii<jw dci lou res wi th flames and scorch 1 ng heat , 
Mxj arres into smoake with rage and horror 

gTt*at. 

• V , A3 

»ui);,»htilv the Brtfan fVmce him toujmI 
of his iKjkl, and broke his caitiuc bands, 
And as a IVare whom angry airres haue touzd, 
lauing ofl-shakl them, and escipt their liand^. 
Hocomes more felJ,and all that him witlistamls 
l^reads downe and oucrtfirowcs. Now fuid 
the Carle 

Mighted from his Tigre, and his fiands 
>»i>charged of his bow and deadly quar’le, 

^ vpoo his foc flat lying on the marie. 
SPENSER 


sT^ 

Whud) now him turnd to disauantage dearc ; 
For neither can he fly, nor other harme, 

But trust vnto his strengtli and manliood mean*, 
Sithnowheis farre from his monstrous swarme, 
And of hib weapons did himselfc disarme. 

'File knight yet wrolhfull for his late disgrace, 
Fiercely aduaunst lus valorous right arme, 
And him so sore smote with his yron mace, 
lliat gioucling to the ground he fell, and fild 
his place. 

35 

Well weened he, that field w'as then liis owne, 
And all his lalxiur brought to hapnic end, 
When suddein vp the villein ouertlirownr, 
Out of his swowne arose, fresh to contend. 
And gan himselfc to second fxitlell bend, 

As hurt lie liad not bene. Thereby there lay 
Anhugegre.il stoiic,whi( list(xxI V| >011 one end, 
And had not Ix'iie reinuucd many a day ; 
,%me land marke sc'em’d to lie, or signc of 
sundr\ wa\. 

llie same lie snatclit, and with exa"e<lmg sway 
'Direw at his foe, who was right well aware 
To shuimc the engin of his meant decay ; 

It booU*tJ not to thiiike tlial throw to bcare, 
But ground he gaue,and lightly lea|)t ureare: 
Eft hera* returning, os a Faulcon faire 
Hiat oncx* liath failed of her souse full nearc, 
Keniounts againo into the oiien aire. 

And vnto better fortune doth her sclie prepoirc 

37 

!v) brauc returning, with his brandishl blade, 
He to the Carlr hiiiLselfe againe addrcsl, 

And sUixike at him so sternriy, tliat he made 
An ojK-n inissage through his riuen brest, 

TTat haUe the sleele U'hind his back did rest ; 
\Mu<h dr.iwing lucke, he hxjked euermore 
Wiieti the hart bloud should gusli out of his 
chest, 

Or lus dead corse shoukJ fall viirm the flore ; 
But his dc ad corse vjkki the flore fell nathemorc. 

Nc drofi of bloud apm-ared shed to bee, 

All were the wounclc so wide and wondcrous, 
Tliat through lus rarkass<. om might plaincly set 
llalfe in a ma/x* with liorror hideous, 

And liaJfe in rage, to lx* deluded thus, 

Agjune through both the sides lie strooke him 
quight, 

Tliat made his spright to j^onc full piteoui 
Vet nathemorc forth fled his groning spright. 
But freshly as at first, prepard himselfc to fi^t. 
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Thereat he snutten wa^ with great affright, 
And trembling terror did his hart apll, 

Ne wist he, what to thinke of tliat same sight, 
Nc what to say, ne wiiat to doe at all ; 

He doubted, least it were some rriagicall 
Illusion, that did Ix-guilc liis serix*, 

Or wandring ghost, that wante<i funcrall. 

Or aerie spirit vnder false pretence, 

Or hellish feend raysd vn through diueh .h 
scitna-. 

40 

His wonder farre cxreeilcfl reu ons riadi, 

'Hut he bt gan to doubt lii . (Uziled sight, 
And oft of trror did hiinselfc ap|x*arh : 

Me .li without liluud, a ]xTson without ^ prighl, 
Wound . v\ iihout hurt, a Ixxlicwilhoul migla. 
That could doe harrne, yet could not harmed 
bee, 

'Hut could notdie, vet seem’d a mortall wight 
Tluil wa. nio t strong in ino-l inlirniilce ; 
Like did lie ncucr heare, like did he nouer see. 


44 

Nigh his wits end then woxe th’amazed knight 
And thought his labour lost and trauell vamt 
Against this lilek*sse sliadow so to fight: 

Yet lilc he saw, and felt his mightic nrum. 

ThatwhilL‘shemarueildstill,didstillhlinj>aiiie- 

lor thy he gan some other wayes aduizc, 
How to take life from thatdcad-liuiiigs'waine 
W horn still he marked freshly to arize 
I rom tli’earth, and from her wombe new -.pint', 
to reprize. 

45 

He then remembred well, that had bcnc m\iJ 

, IIowth’Eartiihismotherwas,mjrirsthiiii}/,rc, 

* She ckc so often, as his life dccayd, 

I Did life with vsury to him restore, 

! And raysd him V7> much stronger then Ixfon, 

, So soone as he vnto her womk* did fall , 

I Thcreforctoground hcwould himeast noinm, 

I No liim commit to graue terrestriall, 

But bcare him farre from ho[)e of succour Vsii.ill 


41 

A while he stood in thb astonishment, 

Yet would lie not for all his great dismay 
(line ouer to elleci his first intent, 

And ih’vtmost mcanos of vie ! one assay. 

Or ih’vimosi isa'w of his owne decay 
His owne gixxl sword Morddure, that neuer 
fay Id 

At nie<j, till now, he lightly threw away. 

And his liright shkld, that nought h.m now 
auayld, 

And with Ills naked hands him forcibly asxi)ld 

42 

I'wixt Ins twomighlicarmis him \i)hcsiutcht, 
And crushl Ins carka-.x* so .ig nn.t hn brest. 
That the dis<lainfull soule ho thence disjsalcht. 
And tli’idlo breath all \ttalv cxpriNt : 

'Iho when lie fell him dead, a downe he kest 
’Yhc lumpish curse vnto the senseh'sse grownd , 
Adowne he kcsl ii with so puissaiu wnsi, 
Tliat Uuke agame it dal aloft rehowiul. 

And gauo against his mother e.irth a gronefull 
sownd. 

43 

As when loiies harnessc-bearmg Bird from hic 
Stoupes at a tlying heron with proud disdainc. 
The stone-dead quarrey fals so forciblte. 

That It rcbountL, agMinst the lowly plame, 

A second fall redoubling Ixicke ag^mc 
Then thought the Prince all {vrill sure was piast, 
And tliat he victor onely did rcmaine ; 

No sooner thought, then that the Carle as fast 
Gan heap huge strokes on him, as ere he downe 
was cast. 


46 

1 ho vp he caught him twjxt his puissant Eimis, 
And haumg scruzd out of his carrion cor^.^ 
The lothlull life, now loosd from smfull b.mas, 
I V(X)n Ins shoulders carried him pertorse^ 

I Aboue three furlongs, taking his full coiirv, 

' Vntill he came vnto a standing Lake ; 

I Him thereinto he threw without remorse, 

I Ne stird, till hof)e of life did him forsake ; 

So end of that Carles dayes, and his owne paino 
did nuke. 

47 

Wliich when thox; wicked Hags from farro 
did spy, 

I Like two mad dogs they ran about tlie Luxi> 
And th’one of them with drearlfull yelling m 
, Tlirowing away her broken chames and baniS 
I And haumg quencht her burning ficr brands. 

; Hcdlong her selfe did cast into that lake . 

: But Imfyolence with her owne wiUull hands, 

I One of Male^rrs cursctl darts did take, 

I So rill’d her trembling hart, and wicked end 
did make. 

1 48 

Thus now alone he conqueroiir remames ; 
Tliocommmg to Ins Squire, that kept his steed 
Tlioughtto haue mounted, but his feeble varno 
Him faild thereto, and serued not his need. 
Througii losse of bloud, which from his woun'l^ 
did bleed, 

That he began to faint, and life decay t 
But his good Squire him helping vpwitn speed. 
With st^fast hand vpon his horse did stav, 
And led him to the Castle by the beaten w.ay 
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VS’here many Groomes and Squiers readie were, 
To take him hrom his «iteed full tenderly. 

Awl eke the fairest Alma met him there 
With bime and wine and costly spicery, 

To comfort him in his infirmity ; 

Kfi-^w^nes she causd him vp to be conuayd, 
Awl of his armes despoyled easily, 

In sumptuous bed she made him to be layd, 
.W all the while his wounds were dressing, by 
lum stayd. 

Can(. XI I. 

C-VXOCOC'XO&X'XOC'X/.X/X^X^Xr^ 
Guyon, by Palmers ^ouernattce, 
passing through perils greats 
Doth ouer throw the Bowre of hlisse^ 
and Acrasie defeat. 

yyXOCOCOCOC'XOCOCOC'XOCOC/OC/XO 


On th’othcr side an hideous Rocke is piglit, 
Of mightie Magnrs ^(one. wlaiso cniggie Hift 
Defxmding from on high, drcadtiill to sight, 
Oner the waius his riiggc<l ainus dotli hit, 
And thrc.itncth dowiie to throw his ragged rift 
On who so comiueth nigh ; vi't i.igh it drawes 
All passengers, th.it none from it nui shift : 
ForwhIll^ they Hy tiiatGulh'S denoiinng lawis. 
'They on this rock .ire rent, and sunck in help- 
lesi>e wawes. 

5 

Forward they ['Kisse.and strongly he tJiemrowes, 
Vritill they nigh vnto tliat Giilfe iirrinc, 

W hcrestrranie more violent andgretsly grows 
Then he with ;dl his puissiiuv doth siriiie 
To strike his o;iri>s, sin«l mightily doth dnue 
Til hollow visstll throiightliethreatfull wane, 
Which gaping wide, to swallow th<m aline, 

In liriiiige aiiysst' of his ingulfing grane, 
Doth rore at them in vame, and with great 
terror r.nie. 


N<jw gins this goodly frame of Temperance 
foirelv to rise, and her adornctl hc<l 
To pricke of highest praise forth to aduance, 
Formerly grounded, and fast st*iteled 
On tirrne foundation ot true Ix^untihed ; 

And this braue knight, that for that vertue 
fights, 

Now comes to point of that same perilous sted, 
VVlicre Pleasure dwcllcs in sensual 1 delights, 
'ilongst thousand dangers, and ten thousand 
niagirk mights. 


dayes now in that sea he sayled has, 

N‘ cu r land beheld, ne huing wight, 

N( ought saue peri II, still as he did pas : 

^0 when apjxared the third Morrow bright. 
Vp>n the wauL*s to spred her trembling light, 
hifleous roaring farre away they heard, 
^‘U all their senses filled with adright, 

A d strcight they saw the raging surges rcard 
'p to the skyes, that them of drowning made 
affeard. 


() 

liny passing bv, that grlt^lv mouth did set*, 
Sucking the siio- into his entnilles deqxr. 
That seem’d more horrible then hell to bee, 
Or tluit darke dreadfull hole of Tartare sleepe, 
Through wIik Ii the diunned ghosts dfxm often 
creepe 

Rickc to the world, bad liuers to torment : 
Rut nought that f.ilpN into tins din full d<T(X, 
Ne that approrhith nigh the wide dist'ent, 
May baikc rcturnc, but is ('oiifkmntsJ to be 
drent. 

•t 

On tb’other side, tluv saw that {xnloiis Rocke, 
Tlircatning it selfe on thirn to ruinate, 

On whose shar fie < lifls llieriU of ves.scb broke, 
Andsliiuertflshij s.whichhadbenewrccketJlabe, 
Yet stuck, with r,irkaw-s exanimate 
Of such, as hailing all thf ir suljstarice Sfxrnt 
In wanton ioyes, and histcs inti rn^K-rate, 

Did afterwards make sliipwrarkc violent, 
Roth of their life, and fame for cuer fowly blent. 


'ud then the Boteman, Palmer store aright, 
And kccfie an cuen course ; for yonder way 
'’t ncedes must passe (God do vs well ac- 

F'.it IS the Gulfe of Grrrdinesse, they say, 
deepe engorgeth all thus worldcs pray : 
Anirh hauing swallowd vp execssiuely, 
in vomit vp againe doth lay, 
bclrheth forth his superfluity, 
all the seas for fcare do seeme away to fly. 


8 

For thy, tins high! The Rorhr of vili Rtproch, 
A daungcrous and detestable place, 

To whi(^ nor fish nor fowle did onit approch, 
Rut veiling Meawes, with .Scagnlhs hirarsr* and 
Ixice, 

And Oormoyrants, v ith birds of ranenous race, 
Which still sate waiting on that w.etfiill clift, 
For spoyle of wretches, whose vnhafijiic cace, 
After lost rrrdite and cortsumcr] thrift. 

At last them driuen hath to this despaircfull drift 
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The Palmer seeing them in safetie past, 

Thus said ; Beh^ th’ensamples in our sights, 
Of lustfull luxurie and thriftlesse wast : 

What now Is left of miserable wights, 

Which spent their looserdaies in lewd delights, 
But shame and sad rcproch, here to be red, 
By these rent reliques, speaking their ill plights? 
Let all that Hue, hereby be counselled, 

To shunne Roche o] Reprocky and it as death to 
dred. 

10 

So forth they rowed, and that Ferryman 
With his stiffeoares did brush the sea so strong, 
'Fhat the hoare waters from his fngot ran, 
And the light bubbles daunccd all along, 
Whiles the salt brine outof thebillowes sprong. 
At last farre off they many Islands spy, 

On euery side floting the floods emong ; 

Then said the knight, Loe I the land descry, 
Therefore old Syre thy course do thereunto 
apply. 

11 

That may not be, said then the Ferryman 
Least we vnweeting hap to be fordonne : 

For those same Islands, seeming now and than, 
Are not firme landc, nor ajiy certcin wonne, 
But straggUng plots, whu'h to and fro do ronne 
In the wiile waters : therefore are they hight 
The wandrtn^ Islands. 'Fherefore doe them 
shonne ; 

For they haue oft drawne many a wandring 
wight 

Into most deadly daunger and distressed plight 
12 

Yet well theyseeme to him, that farredoth vew. 
Bothfaircand fruitfull,and thegrounddispred 
With gtiLssie gra*ne of delectable hew. 

And the tall trees with Icaiies apiarelled, 
.\redcckt withblossomesdydc in white and red, 
That mote the passengers then to allure ; 

But whosoeuer once liath Listened 
His foot thereon, may neuer it reaire. 

But wandreth euer more vncertein and vnsure. 

13 

As th’lsle of Delos whylome men report 
Amid th’ Aegctan sea long time diil stray, 

Ne made for shipping any certaine port. 

Till that Lalana traueiling tkit wav, 

Flying from lunoes wrath and hard assay, 

Of her faire twins was there deliiiered, 

Whidi afterwards did rule the night and day ; 
Thenceforth it flrmely was established, 

And for Apolloes honor highly herried. 


14 

They to him hearken, as beseen^ 

And passe on forward : so their way dots ly, 
That one of those same Islands, which doe flwt 
In the wide sea, they needes must passen by, 
Which seemd so sweet and pleasant to the eye, 
That It would tempt a man to touchen there : 
Vpon the banck they sitting did espy 
A daintie damzell, dressing of her beare, 

By whom a litle skippet floting did appearc. 

15 

She them espying, loud to them can call, 
Bidding them nigher draw viito the sliore ; 
For she had cause to busie them withall ; 
And therewith loudly laught : But natlumore 
Would they once turne, but kept on as afort 
Which when slie saw, she left her lockes vii 
dight, 

And running to her boat withouten ore 
From the dejxirting land it launched light. 
And after thorn did driue with all her jx)wer and 
might. 

16 

Whom ouertaking, she in merry sort 
Tliem gan to bord, and purpose diuersly, 
Now faming dalluuicc and wanton sport, 
Now tlirowmg forth lewd words immodcstJ>‘ ; 
Till that the Palmer gan full bitterly 
Her to rebuke, for being loose and light 
Which not abiding, but more scomefully 
.Scoffing at him, that did her iustly wite, 

She turnd her bole about, and from them roweti 
(|uite. 

Tliat was the wanton Phadrta, which late 
Did ferry hun ouer the Idle lake : 

Wliom nought regarding, they kept on thfi 
gate. 

And all her vaine allurements did forsake, 
When them the wary Boateman thusbespakt, 
Herr now bchoueth vs well to auyse, 

And of our safetic good heede to take ; 

Por here before a {x*rlous passage lyes, 
Wliere many Mermayds liaunt, making ^al^< 
melodies. 

18 

But by the way, there is a great Quicksand, 
And a W'hirlc|xxilc of hidden leojiordy, 
Tlicrefore, Sir Palmer, keepe an cuen hand ; 
Por twixt them both the narrow way doth iv 
Scarsehad he said, when hard at hand thevsp' 
That quicksand nigh with water couered , 
But by the checked waue they did descry 
It plaine, and by the sea discoloured ; 

It called was the quicksand of Vnthriftyhed. 
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fhev passing by, a goodly Ship did see, 

Uien from fair wim precious merchandize, 
And braucly furnished, as ship might bee, 
\Vhich through great disauenture, or mesprize, 
lltr selfe h^ runne into that hazardize ; 
W'hoscmarinersand merchants with much toyle, 
Ubour’d in vaine, to haue recur’d their prize. 
And thcridiwarcstosauefrompitteous spoyle, 
But neither toyle nor trauell might her backe 
recoyle. 

20 

[>n ih’othcr side they see that perilous Poole, 
rhat called was the WhirUpooU of decay. 

In which full many had with haplcsse doolc 
Beene suncke, of whom no menione did stay ; 
Whose aided waters rapt with whirling sway, 
hike to a restlesse whecle, still running round, 
Ihd fouet, as they jxissed by tliat way. 

To draw their boatc within the vtinost bound 
01 his wide Labyrinth, and then to haue them 
dround. 

21 

But th’heedfull Boateman strongly forth did 
stretch 

ills brawnie armes, and all lib body straine. 
That th’vtmost sandy breach they shortly fetch, 
Whiles the dred daunger does behind remainc. 
Sudddne they see from midst of all tJic Maine, 
The surging waters like a rnountaine rise, 

And the great sea puft vp with proud disdaine, 
To swell aboue the measure of his guise, 

A', threatning to deuourc all, tlut hb powrc 
despise. 

22 

IV wuues come rolling, and the billowcs rorc 
‘Kitragiously, as they enraged were, 

<>f wrathfull Neptune did them dnue before 
Ills whirling charet, for exceeding feare : 
for not one puffe of wind there did appeare, 
That all the three thereat woxe much afrayd, 
Vnweeting.whatsuchhorrourstraungedidri'arc 
bftsoones they saw an hideous hoast arrayd, 
huge Sea monsters, such as huing sence 
dismayd. 

23 

Most vgly shapes, and horrible aspects, 

‘"^ch as Dame Nature selfe mote fcarc to sec, 
shame, that euer should so fowlc defects 
from her most cunnkig hand escaped bee ; 

dreadful! pourtraicts of dcformitee ; 
^ng-headed Hydraes, and sea-shouldring 
Whaks, 

'•^whirlpooles, which all fishes make to dee, 
Tjgbl Soolopendiaes, arm’d with siluer soaks, 
Monocerot, vrith unmeasured tayks. 


Tlie dreadfull Fish, that hath deseru’d tlie name 
Of Death, and Uke him lookes in dreadfull Vw, 
The ^csly Wasserman, tliat makes his game 
The Hying ships with swift nessc to [Hirsew, 
^fhe horrible Sea-satyre, that dotli ^lew 
His fearefull fare in time of greutt'st slonne, 
Huge Zijfius, whom Mariners eschew’ 

No lesse, then rockes, (as trauellcrs informe,) 
And greedy Rosmannes with visages deforme. 

All these, and thouscoiwf tliousaniis many more, 
And more deformed Monsters thousand fold, 
With dreadfull noise, and hollow rombling rore, 
( aine rushing in the iomy wanes cnrold, 
Which seem’d to fly for feare, them to bcliold . 
Ne wonder, if these did the knight appall ; 
For all that here on earth we dreadfull hold, 
lie Imt as bugs to fearen babes witlmll, 
Coni(>ared to the creatures m the seas cnlrall 

26 

Feare nouglit, (then said the Palmer well auiz’d ;; 
For these same Monsters arc not these in dccxl. 
Hut are into these fearefull shapes disguiz’d 
Hy tliat same wicked witdi, to workc vs drceil, 
And draw from on tliLs lourncy to procccdc 
Tlio lifting vp his vcrluous slalle on hyc, 

I le smote the sea, which calmed was w 1 ih sjiml , 
And all tliat dreadfull Annie fast gan Hyc 
Into great Tethys bosonic, where they hidden 
lye. 

27 

Quit from that daunger, forth their course Uiey 
kq>t, 

And as they went, they heard a ruefull cry 
Of one, tliat wayM and piltifully wept. 

That through the sea the resounding plaints 
did fly : 

At last tliey in an Island did espy 
A seemely Maiden, sitting by the shore, 

That with great sorrow and sad agony, 
Seemed some great misfortune to deiilore, 
And lowd to them for succour called euermore 

28 

Which Guyon hearing, streight hLs Palmer bad, 
To sterc the boatc towards that doleful! Mayd, 
That he might know, and ease her sorrow : 
Who him auizing better, to him styd ; 

Faire Sir, be not dispkasd, if disobayd : 

For ill it were to hearken to her cry ; 

For she b inly nothing ill apayd, 

But oocly womanish hnc forgery, 
Yourstubooroehartt'aficctwithfraikinfiraiity/ 
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To which when she your courafle hath inchnd 
'fhrou^h foolish pitty, then her guilefyll bayt 
She will cmbo6omc dccfjer in your mind^ 

And for vour ruine at the last awayt. 

'Hie knight was ruled, and the Iloateman stray t 
Held on his course with stayed stedfastnesse, ' 
Ne euer shruncke, ne euer sought to bayt 
His tyred armes for toylesorne wearmesse, 

Hut with his oares did swec{)e the watry wilder* 
ncsse. 

And now they ni^h approclie<l to the stedi 
Where as those Merrnayds dwelt : it was a still 
And calmy bay, on th’onc side sheltered 
With the brodc shadow of an hoarie lull, 

On th’other side an hi^h rockc toured still, 
Hut twixl them both a pleiLs^iunt prt thes 
made, 

And did like an halfe Theatre fullill • 

Tiiere those hue si^.ters had contmuall trade. 
And vsd to liath theiiis(.lur' in th.it deceiptlull 
sh.ide. 

31 

They were fairc Ladies, till they fondly striuM 
With iW lldicoman niaides for maistcry ; 

Of whom they ouer-comen, were depriu’d 
Of their proud bcautic, and th’one moyily 
Transform’d to fish, for their Iwld surque<lrv. 
Hut th’vppcr halfe their hew retained still. 
And their sweet skill in wontcil rrieMy , 
Whieh euer alter they abusd to ill, 
rallure weake trauellers, whom ^’otten the\ 
(iKlklll. 


34 

But him the Palmer from that vanity, 

With temperate aduice discounselled, 

That they it past, and shortly gan desen 
The land, to which their course they lent led, 
When suddeiniy a grosse fog ouer spud 
With his dull va|x)ur all that desert ii.is, 

And hcauens chearcfull face enuelopcd, 

'ITiat all things one, and one as nothing 
And tlus great Vniuerse sa-md one confused 
mas. 

35 

Hiereat they greatly were dismayd, ne wi t 
How to direct their way in darkenesse wide, 
Hut feard to wander in that wastfull mist, 
Lor tombhng into mischiefc vnespide. 

Worse IS the daunger hidden, then descride 
Suddeiniy an innumerable flight 
Of harmefuil fow Ic'saboutthem flut tcnng,cri(i( 
Andwiththeirwirkedwmgsthemoftdidsinigh' 
And sore anno)ed, groping in tliat griesly lupht 

36 

Eui n all the nation of vnfortunate 
And fatall birds about them flocked were, 
Such as by nature men abhorre and hatt, 
Tlieill-fastcOwle,deallisdreadfullmessciigfrf 
The lioarsNight-rauen, trump of dolcfulldrct' 
The lelher-winged Hat, daves enimy, 

The niefull Slrieh, still wailing on the U n. 
The Wh 1 st Ic r s h r 1 1 1 , t ha t w lio so I lea res , d r 1 1 1 ii\ 
Tiic hellish Harpies, prophets of sad dost ms 

37 

All those, and all that else do<'S horrour luMt 


So MOW to Ciiyon, as he passed In . 

'Hieif ple-asaunt tunes they sweetly thus 
apfilule ; 

0 thou fairc sonne of gentle Faery, 

Th.it art in mighty arnies most m.igmfide 
Alx)ue all knights, that euer lutlell tride, 

O turuc thy rudder hithe'r-ward a wink ; I 
Here RKiy thy stormc-bet vrsvll safely nde . I 
'I'liis U the Port of rest from troublous lo>k. | 
Tlie worlds sweet In, from paine .uid wean* [ 
some turiiun le. i 

With tlut the rolling sew resounding soft, 

In h'la big base them fitly answered, 

And on the rockc the w-aues bre-.iking aloft, 

A solcrnnc Meane vnto tlunn nu^asuritl. 

The whiles sweet Zephrus lowd whistele'd 
Ills treble, a atruungc kmde of harmony ; 
Wliith (^nyonj senses softly tickelcd, 

That he the boateman bad row easily, , 
AiadWthimhcnre somepartof tlieirraremelotiy. 


Aboutlhcm flew, and fildlheirsaykswiilik m 
Yet stayd they not, but forward did pnx.o 
Whiles th’one did row, and ih’other •'U!' 
stearc ; 

Till that at last the weather gan to ckarc 
And the fairc kind it selfe did pkunly 
.Said then the Palmer, Ix) where docs apfK.ie 
The sacred s<:ule, where all our jxrils grow . 
'riiereforc, bir knight, your ready armes aUn 
vou throw. 

38 

He hcarkncrl, and his armes about him took* 
'Hie whiles the nimble boate so well her sp<' 
lliat w It h her crooked keelc the land she si rookr . 
Tlien forth the noble Guyon sallied, 

And his sage Palmer, that him gouemed ; 
But th’othcr by his boate behind did sta> 
They marched fairly forth, of nought ydn*'l. 
Both flrraely armd for euery hard assay, 
With constancy and care, gainst daunger otx 
dismay. 
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tiro ioiig they heard an hideous bellowing 
I ( many b^ts, that roard outrageously, 

A') jf tiiat hungers point, or Venus sting 
il.id them enraged with fell surquedry ; 

W t nought they feard, but past on hardily, 

\ null they came in vew of those wild beasts . 
W ho all ailonce, full greedily, 

And rearing fiercely their vpstarting crests, 

Lin toward, to aeuoure those vnexpt^cted 
guests. 

40 _ I 

soone as they approcht with deadh thre*at, j 

lliL* I'almer ouer them his stafie vpheld, 1 
llMiiighlystafic.tlulcoiildallcluinnesilefe.il : I 

I ;;vK)iiestlie)rslublx)rnccciiragiswerequeld, 1 
\n(l high aduauiu'ed crests downe nieekelyfeld, j 
Ifi stead of fraying, they them sedue-s did fe-are, 
\!id trembled, as them jussing tlies beheld . ' 
'oiliwondrousjwwrcdidintliatsialle apjK'are, 

II inonslors to subdew tohini,tliat did it bcare 

41 

I lliat same wood it train’d vms oinningK, I 
)f w hit'll Cadiufus whiloinc was math , j 
iuiuieus the rod of Mercitn, I 

Aith which he wonts the .S/ygwn realnu'' I 
iruiade, | 

i nrougli ghastly horrour, and eternall shade . ! 
I li' infernall firnds with it he cm itssw.ige. i 
\’i<l Or CMS tame, whom nothing ran pt-rswade . , 
\ id rule the htiT\es, when they nxist do r.ige : | 
■h \erl;ie‘ m lu> stalfe had (k( thb Palmer 
^age 

42 

nro passing forth, theN sh(jrtle <lo .irnoc, 

• tier the jhiwre of Blissc w.es siUiate , 
''lau- ]»i(kt out Ijv (hone of best aliue, 1 
I ‘i-ii natures worke by art can iimUate • 

‘ whieh what euer in tins worldly state j 

‘'ivcel, and pleasing vnto huing v.nse, j 

that may eJayritk^t fantasie .tggratc, 

<s |)oure<l forth with phnlifuli (lisjiei.ee , j 
''iinade thereto aUauul NMiiilaiiish alfiuenee I 


IJS 

I Vt framed was of precious yuor\\ 

That seemd a worke of admirable wit ; 

I And tfierein all the hmious history 
()/ /jsan and Meda-a was vwrii : 

Her mighty charnies, lier lunous louirig fit| 
Uls gexKfly coiKjuesl of the golden tleei'C. 

Ills falsexi faith, and loue too lightly iiit, 

The* woiulrtxl .-irfio. wliuh in venturous p<*et't 
First ihroiigli the huxtfu se'xs Ixire all the flowr 
ol Grtra 

4S 

Ye* might haue scene the fiothy l)illow'i‘s fry 
Vndcr the sliij). iis ihorotiglt llum ''he went, 
That seemd tlie warns were into yiiory, 

Or )iK»ry into the wanes were sent ; 

And otlicr w !k re the snowy sulistauiuc spreiit 
Willuermcll.hki theltoyts blond there in she-el, 
A piteous sjHe'taele did riprisent. 

And othi rwiiiks with ge^d Iksprinkeled ; 

At se'dml thhiiehaiinttei (lime, whxh dkl 
wed 

4f. 

Ail this, ;md more might in that goenlly gate 
lie red ; th.it emr o|Kn sI(kk 1 to all, 

Which tlntiur eaine . but m the IVireh the ie 
site 

A cornclv jHrsoiiage of stature tall, 

.And scinblaiiiiee pleasii.g, more tlieii nalumll, 
'lint trauellers to him se'emd to inti/e , 

Ills loftser garment to the ground did fall, 
And Ikw alK)ot his hteles in wanton wi/i , 

Not fit for Speeds piei.or ni.mly exir(i/a‘. 


'Ihe-y in lliat jilaei him bOme-. di'l call 
Not that (desliall peiwrf . to wliorn llic (.irc 
Of life, and gene i.ition ed all 
'lhal hues, jxriaincs in diarge partuukin , 
Who wondrous things ( (jik ( ruing our wi llaie , 
And sliaiinge* jihanleanes <lolh let vsolt forse, 
And oft of st'cret ill bids \s Ik wau 
'Fliat Ls our S^lfe, W'hom though we do not sx, 
V’etcacli dftth m Inni s Ifeit Well ]X*rrejuelolx‘e . 


’'‘ellv It was enrloscef round alxjut, 

'■ II their enired gni'^^tes tei keejie within, 
those vnruly l)easts to hold wiiliout ; 

' ' ^as the fence thereof btit weake and thin , 
'' I'ltt feard their force, that fortikige to win, 
•'It wis<tlomcspowrc,andtem|)cr.'mnccs might . 
N' wl.tch the mightiest things ehorced bin : 
bd ckc the gate was wrought of sul^taiim* 
k'hl, 

*d.fr or pleasure, then for battery or fight. 


48 

Tliercfore a (jrxi tian sage AntKjuity 
Old wisely make, and gfXKj rail : 

but thi.s same was to that (jmte contrary, 
The foe of hie, that grxxl enuyes to all, 

'lliat serretly doth vs prcx-iire to fall, 
'Ilirough guilefull seniblaunts, whKJi he makes 
vs see 

He of this Gardin liad the grxjernall, 

And Pleasures porter was dt*uirxi to bee, 
Holdujg a stafle in liand for more formalilec. 
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With diuersc flowres he daintily was deckt, 

And strowed round about, and by his side 
A mighty Mazer bowle of wine was set, 

Ab if It had to him bene sacntide ; 

Wherewith all ncw-come guests he gratifide : 

So did he eke Sir Guyon jossing by : 
but he his idle curtesie dchde, 

And ouerthrew his bowle disdainfully ; 

And broke his staffe, with which he cliarmed 
semblants sly. 

Tlius being enlred, they behold around 
A large and sjXK ious plaine, on cucry side 
Strowed with pleasauns, whose fairc grassy 
ground 

Maatleil with greene, and gixxJly beaut ifide 
With all the ornanienb of Florals pride, 
Wherewith her mother Art, as halfe in scorne 
Of niggard Nature, like a ix)ni{X)iis bride 
Did decke her, and tixi l.iuishly adorne, 

Wlien forth from virgin bowrc she comes in 
th’early morne. 

'Hicreto the Heauens alwayes louiall, 

Lookt on them louely, still in stedfast state, 
Nc suffred stonne nor frost on them to fall, 
Their tender buds or leaues to violate. 

Nor scorching heat, nor cold intem|)cratc 
T’afllict the creatures, which therein did dwell, 
Ihit the mildc airc with season moderate 
(iently attempred, and dis|x)s<l so well. 

'Huit still it breathed forthsweet spirit and hole- 
some smell. ^ , 

More sweet and holesome, then the ph\isaunt 
hill 

Of Rhodope, on which the Niinphe, that bore 
A gyaunt lube, her selfe for griefc did kill ; 

Or the Tliessalion Teinpe, where of yore 
Faire Daphne Pharbus hart with loue did gore ; 
Or Ida, where the Goth lou’d to rcpaire. 
When euer they their heauenl) Ixiwres forlore ; 
Or sweet Parntisse, the haurit of Musi.*^ fairc ; 
OtEJen selfe, if ought w ith Eden motecompaire. 

Much wondred Guyon at the fairc asjiect 
Of that sweet place, yet suffreti no deliiiht 
To sincke into his scncc, nor mind affect. 

But passed forth, and lookt still forward right, 
Bridling his will, and maistering his might : 
Till that he came vnto another gate ; 

No rate, but like one, being go^ly dight 
With boughes and braunches, which did broad 
dikte 

Their clasping annes, in wanton wreathings 
intricate. 


So fashioned a Porch with rare deuice, 

Archt ouer head with an embracing vine, 
Whose bounches hanging do wne,set‘nK d toen t ice 
All passers by, to tast their lushious wine, 
Ana did themselucs into their hands mdino, 
As freely offering to be gathered : 

Some dcejxj empurpled as the Hyaant, 

Some as the Kubine, laughing sweetly red, 
Some like faire hmeraudes, not yet well npericxi 
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And them amongst, some were of buriibht got'i, 
So made by art, to bcautific the rest, 

\\ hichdidliicmseluesemongst theleautsenfi ilii, 
As lurking Irom the vew of couctous gutst, 
Tlut the w cake bowes, with so rich load opprc^i , 
Did bow adownc, as ouer-burdened. 

Vndcr that Porch a cornciv dame did rest. 
('Lid m Lure wa'dcs, but towlc disordered. 
And garments hx>se, that scemd vnmeet (01 
wonunhed. . 

5 ^^ 

In her left hand a Cup of gold she held. 

And with her right the ri|X?r fruit did reach, 
Whose sappy liquor, that with fulnessc swcld, 
Into her cup she scruzd, with daintie bfracli 
Of her fine lingers, without fowlc empeach, 
That so faire wine-prcsse made the wine nmri 
swirt : 

Thereof she vsd to giue to drinke toeacli, 
Whom passing by she liappcncd to meet , 

It wxs iior guLse, all Straungers goodiv so to 
gret'l. _ 

So she to Guyon offred it to last ; 

Who taking It out of her tender bond. 

The ail) to ground did violently cast, 

That all m j)ee<'cs it was broken fond, 

.\nd with the liquor stained all the lond . 
Whereat Excesse excc“cdingly was wroth, 

Yet no’te the same amend, ne yet withstoiui 
Hut suffered him to passe, all were she lotli 
Who nought regarding her displeasure fo^^ 
BOtli. ^8 

Tlicre the most daintie Paradise on ground. 

It selfe doth offer to his sober eye, 

In which all pleasures plentcously abound. 
And none clo« others haj>pinesse enuye : 

The painted flowres, the trees vpshooting h \ ( 
The dales for shade, the hilles for breatlniu; 
space. 

The trembling groucs, the Christall running bv 
And that, wluch all faire workes doth me*** 
iggrace, 

The art, which all that wrought, appeared in n«) 
I place. 
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5 ^ 

One wouWhtuc thought, (so cunningly, the rude, 
\nd scorned parts were mingled with the fine,) 
That nature nad for wantonesse ensude 
Art, and that Art at nature did repine ; 

N> striuing each th’ other to vndermine, 
bach did the others worke more beaut ific ; 

dilVnng both m willes, agreed m fine : 

'X) ail agro^ through sweetc diuersitie, 

Fhis Gaidin to adorne with all varietie. 

(ya 

And in the midst of all, a fountaine btood, 

Of richest substauiice, lliat on eartli might bee, 
N) pure and shiny, tiiat tlie siluer (lo^ 
nuough-cuery cliannell running one might sc*c , 
Mt>st goodly It with curious imagercx.* 

Was ouer-wrought, and sha[X’s of luketl lx)yes, 
Of which some seemd with huely lollitee, 

To fly about, pLijing their wanOui toyt's, 
Whili-st others did them sclut*s cmUiy in liquid 
10 ) 

hi 

\rHl ouer all, of purest gold was spred. 

\ tniyle of yuie in his natiue hew : 

1 or the nch mctlall was so coloured, 

Hut wight, who did not well auis'd it vew. 
Would surely dceine it to lx* vuie trew : 

I^)w his lasciuious armes adown did crce|)c, 
riuit thcmselucs dipping m the siluer dew, 
Hieir fletxy flowres they tenderly did stcc|X‘, 
Which drojTs of Chri'-tall soernd for wtuitones to 
wctiie. 

i)2 

hifinit streames continually did well 
^hit of this fountainc, sweet and faire to see, 
Tlic which into an ample hucr fell. 

And shortly prew to so great quanlitie. 

Hiat like a little lake it secind to Ix^c ; 

Wliose depth exceeded not ihrct* cubits hight, 
lUit through the waucs one might the bottom 
see, 

All |xiu’d Ixncath with lasjur shining bright, 
Tluit seemd the fountainc in that sea did s.iyle 
vpright. 
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niargent round about was set, 

With sliady Laurell trees, thence to defend 
p>c sunny beames, which on the billowes bet, 
•Jt>d those which therein bathed, mote offend. 

Cttyon hapned by the same to wend, 

Two naked Damzelles he therein espyde, 
Which therein bathing, seemed to oontend, 
wroUc wantonly, nc car'd to hyde, 
fneir dainty parts from vcw of any, which 
themeyoc. 


Sometimes the one would lift the other quiglit 
Aboue the waters, and then downe againe 
Her plong, as ouer maistcrcd by might, 
Where l)Oth awhile would couertd remame. 
And tnich the other from to rise rest mine ; 
The whiles thcirsnowylunlx's, ns ihrougluivele, 
So through tlieChnslallwauc'sap|X‘nredplaine: 
Then suddeinlv both would theniselues vnhele. 
And th'amarous swivt sjKules to greedy eyes 
reuele. 

t‘5 

As that fairc Star re, the messenger of morne, 
Ills deawy face out oi the sc*a iloth rcarc ; 

Or as the L'ypruin gcxldessc, newly Ixirne 
Of th’Ocoans fruitfull froth, did first apixaie 
>uch seemed they, and so their yellow ncare 
( hristalhnc humour dropixs.! downe a|)na*. 
W'hoinsiichwhen6'«;Y^Msivv,heiirrwhimneare, 
And somewhat gan relent his earnest |)iice, 
Ills stublxrrne brcM gan mhicI |deu.sauncc to 
embraiv. 

(i) 

The wanton Maulens him csjiving, stood 
Gazing a while at his vnwontid guise ; 

Then th’onc her stlfe low ducked m the flotxl, 
Abasht, that her a siraunger did a vise: 

Hut th’other rather higher did arise, 

And her two hll^' |>u|)S aloft display’d, 

And all, tluit might liis melting hart cntisc 
To her delights, site vnto him Ixwrayd : 

The rt*t hid vndcrncath, him more desirous 
made. 


^>7 

With tlut, the other likewise vp arene. 

And her faire Ifx kes, w h u h formerly were Ixiwnd 
Vp in one knot, she low adownc did low : 
Which flowing long and fhiik, her iloth’d 
arownd, 

And ih’yuorie in golden mantle gownd ; 

So that fairc sjxctarle from him was reft, 

Yet that,whirli reft 1 1, no lesso faire was fownd: 
So hid in lockes and waues from lookers theft , 
Nought but her louely fare she for hi** kxiking 
left. 


68 


Withall she lauglusi, and she blusht withall. 
That blushing to her laughter gauc more grace. 
And bughlcr to her bluslung, as did fall : 
Now when they spide the knight to siackc his 


|>afe, 

Them to behold, and in his srmrklmg face 
The secret signes of kindled lust afipcarc, 
Their wanton meriments they did encrcaoe, 
And to liim bcckncd, to ajiproch more ncare, 
And shewd him many sights, that courage oold 
could rcarc. 
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On which when gazing him the Palmer saw, 
lie much rebukt tliose wandring eyes of his, 
And counseW well, him forward thence did 
draw. 

Now are they come nigh to the Boivre of bits 
Of her fond fauontes so nam’d amis : 

When thus the Palmer ; Now Sir, well auise ; 
For here the end of all our trauell is : 

Here wonnes Acrasta, whom we must sur|)rise. 
Else she will slip away, and all our drift desnl‘^e 

70 

Eftsoones they heard a most melodious sound, 
Of all that mote delight a daifitie care, 

Such as attonce might not on lining ground, 
Saue in this Paradise, be heard elswhere : 
Right hard it was, for wight, which did it heare, 
To read, what manner rnusirke tkit mote bee: 
For all that pleasing is to liuing care. 

Was there consorted in one harmonee, 

Ilirdes, voyccs, instrumeiits, wmdes, waters, all 
agree. 

71 

The ioyous birdes shrouded in chcarefull shade. 
Their notes vnto the voyce attcmprtd sweet ; 
'rh’Angclicall soft trembling voycc'S made 
To th’ instruments diuine res|)ondcnce meet : 
The silucf sounding instruments did meet 
With tlie base murmure of the waters fall : 
The waters fall with didercncc discreet, 

Now soft, now loud, vnto the wind did aill : 
The gentle warbling wind low ansv\ered to all. 


The whiles some one did chaunt this louely lay ; 
Ah see, who so fairc thi^ doest faine to see,' 
In sprinmng flowre the image of thy day ; 
Ah see the Virgin Rose, how sweetly shee 
Doth first |)ccpe forth with bashfull modcsiee, 
That fairer scemes, the lessc ye see her ma\ , 
IvO see soone after, how more bold and free 
Her bared bosomc she doth broad display ; 
Loc see soone after, how she fades, and failn 
aw.iy 

.'so po-sseth, m the passing of a day, 

Of mortall life the loafe, the bud, the flovsre. 
Ne more doth flourish after first decay, 

That earst was sought to dccke both txd ;u,d 
bowre, 

Of many a Ladie, and many a Pararnov re 
Gather therefore the Rose,whilcst yet is nriiw . 
Forsooiiecornesage,thatwillherpndedef1ovcu 
Gutlicr the Rose of loue, whilcst yet is time. 
Whilcst louing thou mayst loued be with ccjuall 
enrne 

He ceast, and then gan all the quire of bircie^ 
'Hicir diuerse note's t’attune vnto his lay, 

As in approuance of his |)lcasmg words. 

The constant paire heard all, that he did s'i\. 
Yet swaruenj not, but kept their forward 
Throughinanycouertgroues,andthicketsclc'H, 
In which they crec[)ing did at last display 
Tliat wanton Ladie, with her loucr lose. 
Whosesleepic head she in her lapdid soft (liSf)osc. 

77 
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'rhcrcjwlwnc'c that Musick seemed heard to bee. 
Was tlic faire Witch her sclfe now solacing. 
With a new Louer, whom through sorceree 
And wilchaaft ,slie Irom farredid thither bring: 
There she had liim now layd a slombcrmg, 

In secret shade, after long wanton ioyes : 
Whilst round alwut them pleasauntly did sing 
Many fairc Ladies, and lasciuious boyes, 

That euer nnxt their song \Mth light licentious 
toyes. 

And all tliat while, right oucr him slie liong, 
With her false eyes last fixed in his sight. 

As seeking medicine, whence she was stong, 
Or greedily depasturing delight : 

And oft inclitung downe with kisses light, 

For feare of waking him, his hps bedewd, 
And through hb humid eyes did sucke his 
spright, 

. ^te molten into lust and picture lewd ; 
Wherewith she sighed soft, as ifhiscasesherewd. 


V[xjn a bed ot Roses she was layd, 

As faint through heal, or dight to pleasant sm. 
And was arayd, or rather disarayd, 

All in a vclc of silke and silucr tnin, 

Tliat hid no whit her abblastcr skin, 
Butrathcrshewdmorcwhitc,ifmoremightbef 
More subtile veb Arachne cannot spin, 

Nor the fine nets, which oft wc wouen see 
( )f scorched deaw, do not m ih’aire more hghiK 

;8 

Her snowy brest was bare to readie imoyle 
Of hungry eics, which n’otc therewith lie likk 
Andyel through langucHir of her late sweet toy k‘. 
Few drops, more clcarc then Nectar, fort!, 
distild, 

That like pure Orient perles adownc it triW 
And her faire eyes sweet smylin^ in delight. 
Moystened their fierie beames, with which she 
thrild 

Fr^lc baits, yet quenched not ; like starry Ughi 
Which sparckling on the silwt waues, diort 
seeme more bright. 
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IV young man sleeping by ber» secmd to bee 
Some goodly swaync ot honorable place, 

That certes it great pittie was to see 
Him his nobilitic so foule deface ; 

K sweet regard, and ambble grace, 

Mixed with manly sternnesse did appeare 
Yet sleeping, in his well proportiona face, 
And on nis tender lips the downy luare 
Did now but freshly spring, and silken blos- 
somes bcare. 

80 

His warlike armes, the idle instruments 
Of sleeping praise, were hong vpon a tree, 
And his braue shield, full of olo moniments, 
Was fowly ra*st,that nonethesignesinight sec ; 
Nc for them, ne for honour cared hee, 

Nc ought, lliat did to his aduauncement tend, 
but in lewd loues, and wastfull luxuree, 

Ills dayes, his goods, his bodie he did spend : 
0 horrible enchantment, that him so did blend. 

81 

Hie noble Elfe, and carcfull Dalrner drew 
SoniglulK!m,mindingnought,butlustfullgarne, 
That suddein forth they on them rusht, and 
threw 

A Mibtile net, wluch oncly for the same 
Hie skilfull Palmer formally did frame. 

So held them vnder fast, the whiles the rest 
IHwl all away for feare of fowler shame. 

Tne f.iire Enchauntresse, so vnwarcs opprest, 
IrNde all her arts, and all her sleights, thence 
out to wrest 
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And eke her louer stroue : but all in vamc ; 
hor that same net so cuniungly wms wound, 
Tliat neither guile, nor force might it distrainc. 
They tookc them tolh, and both them strongly 
bound [found: 

In capliue l>andes, which iIrtc they readie 
but her in chaines of adamant he tyde ; 

I'or nothing else might kcepe her safe and 
sound , 

But Verdanl (so he hight) he soonc vntyde. 
And counsell sagcinstced thereof toh imapplydc. 


But all those pleasant bowresand Ptllace braue, 
Guyen broke downc, with rigour pinilessc ; 
Ne ought theirgoodly workmanship might saue 
Them from the temix-st of his wrathfulncsse, 
But that their blissc lie turn’d to Ixilefulnesse ; 
Their groues he feld, their gardins did deface, 
llieir arbers s|X)yle, their Cabinets suppiesse, 
Hieir banket houses burne,th(Mrbuilding8racT, 
And of the fairest late, now made the fowlest 
place. 

Ihcn led they hei away, and eke tliai knight 
They with them led, hiolh sorrowfull and sad : 
The way they aimcjihesameretourn’dtluyright, 
Till they arriiied,whirc they lately liad [mad 
Charm’d those wild-lK*asts, that rag’d with fune 
VVhicli now awaking, fierce at them gan fly, 
As in their inistresse reskew, whom they lad ; 
But them the Palmer soone did pacify. 

'Then Guyon ai>kt, wliat meant those bcastes 
which there did ly. 

^5 

Said he, These serming beasts are men irideol, 
Whom this Enrhauntnssc hath transformed 
thus, 

Whylomc her louers, which her lusts did ie< >l, 
Nowr turnwl into figur(s hidious, 

According to ihcir inindcs like monstmou*- 
Sad end (quoth he) of life int(m|>crate, 

And mournefnll ine(d of ioyes delicious : 

But Palmer, if it mote thee so aggrate, 
lx*t them returned Ik* vnlo their former stat( 
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.Slreighl way he with his vertuous stalTe them 
strookc, 

And.strcight oflxusis th( ycomcly mcnbcmme ; 
Yet being men they did vnmanly looke, 

And start'd ghastly, some for inward sliame, 
And .some for wrath, to ste their cant iue Dame: 
But one aljoue the nsl in sjx'fiall, 

That h.idanhogbcenclatc,hightCri//cby name, 

Repined grt'ally, and did him misrall, 

'1 hat liad from Iioggish forme him brought to 
naturall. 


87 

Said Guyon, See the mind of beastly man, 

That liath so *oone forgot the excellence 
Of his creation, when he life b^an, 

That now he chooaeth, with vile difference. 

To be a boast, and lacke intelligence. 

To whom the Palmer thus, The donghill kind 
Delights in filth and foulc incontinence : 

Let Otii be and haue hit hoggish mind, 

But let VI hence depart, whilcst wetlicr scrues and wind. 
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T 

It yis me here to write of Chastity, 

T^t fairest vertue, farre aboue tlie rest ; 

For which wliat needs me fetch from Faery 
Forreine ensamplcs, it to huuc exprest ? 

Sith it is shrined in my Soueraines brest. 

And form’d so liuely in each [xirfect mrt, 
That to all Ladies, which liaue it prolest, 
Need but behold the uourtraict of her liart. 

If (Xiurtrayd it might oe by any lining art. 

2 

Hut lining art may not lc;ist part expresse, 
Nor life-resembling penall it can point. 

All were it Zttuas or PraxUeles : 
liis dzdale hand would fade, and oreatlv 
faint, ' 

And her perfections with his error taint : 

Nc Poets wit, that posseth Painter farre 
In nictiiring the ports of beautie daint, 

So hard a workmanship aduenture darre. 

For fear through want of words her excellence 
to marre. 


3 

How then shall I, Apprentice of the skill, 

That whylome in diuincst wits did raine, 
Presume so high to stretch mine humbL* 
quill ^ 

Yet now my lucklesse lot dolh me constraint* 
Hereto j^erforce. But 0 dred Soueraine 
Thus farre forth pardon, siih that choiast 
wit 

Cannot your glorious pourtraict figure plaine 
Tliat I in colourd showes may shadow it, 
And antique praises vnto present persons fit. 

4 

But if m liuing colours, and right hew, 

Your selfe you coucl to see pictured, 

VVho can it doe more liuely, or more trew, 
Then ^t sweet verse, with A^e^sprinckeled, 
In which a gracious seniant pictunxl 
His Cynthia^ his heauens fairest l^t ? 

That with his melting sweetnesse rauished, 
And with the wonder of her beames bright, 
My senses lulled are in slomber of delight. 
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But let that same deliiious Poet lend 
A litde Icaue vnto a rusticke Muse 
To sing his mistrcssc prayse, and let him mend, 
If o^ht amis her liking may abuse : 

Nc let his fairest Cvnlhta refuse, 

In mirrours more then one her selfe to see, 
But cither Gloriana let her cliuse, 

Or in Belpkabe fashioned to bee : 

In th’onc her rule, in th’other her rare chastiiee. 

Cant. I. 

t/XOWCOCOC'XOCOC/XOMC/XOCOtO 
Guyon trumrUreih Brtlotnart, 

Jatre Fhrwi/Il is chaced : 

Diussaes traines and Malecastaes 
ihampions are dejared. 

1 

The famous Briton Prince and Faerie knighi, 
\ftcr long wayes and perilous paincs endured, 
Hauing their wcarie hmbes to j^erfect pliglit 
Restord, and sory wounds right well rerure<l, 
Of the fairc Alma greatly were procured, 

To make there longer soiourne and abode ; 
But when thereto they might not be allured, 
Fr om seek ing prai sc , and de^ of armes abnxlc , 
TlRy courteous conge tookc, and forth together 
yode. 

2 

But the captiu’d Acrasui he se-nt, 
iVrausc of tr.iutil long, a niglicr way, 

With a strong gard, aU reskew to preuent, 
And her to Faerie court safe to conuay, 

Tliat her for witnesse of his hard assay, 

Vnto his Faerie (^cene he might pri*sc'nt : 

Ikjt he him selfe wtookc another way, 

To mtike more tnall of his lurdimcnt, 

AikJ seeke aduentures, as he with Prince Arthur 
i^cnt. 

3 

Ixmg so they trauelled through wastcfull wayes, 
Wdure daungers dwelt, and fxTils inrjst did 
woruic, 

To hunt for glorie and renowmed jiralsc ; 

Full many Countries they did ouerronne, 
From the vprising to the setting Sunne, 

And many nard aduentures did atchieue ; 

Of all the which they honour cuer wonne, 
Seeking the weake oppressed to relieuc, 

And to recouer right for such, as wrong did 
grieue. 




At last as through an open plaine they yode, 
They spide a knight, that towards pricket! fairc , 
And him beside an aged Squire there rode, 
That seem’d to coucli vndcr his shield ihrce- 
sciuare, 

As if that age bad liim that burden spore, 
And yield it those, that stouter could it wield; 
He Incm espying, gan himsclfe preimre, 

And on his arme addresse his goodly slmld 
Tliat bore a Lion jMssant in a golden field. 

J 

Wliich seeing good Sir Guyon, deare Ix’souglit 
ThcPnnceof graa*,tolet mmrunnethat turne. 
lie graunted : then the Faery quickly raughi 
His j)Oinant six-are, and shar|jely gan to spume 
His fomy steed, whose fieric fectc did burne 
'Phe verdant gntsse, as he thereon did tread ; 
Nc did the other backc his foot returne, 

But fiercely forward came withouten dread. 
And bent his dreadfull sixare against the others 
head. 

() 

They bene ymet, and Ixith their }X)int> urriutd, 
But Guyon droue so furious and fell. 

That seem’d both shield and plate it would 
bauc riucd ; 

Nathclesse it bore his foe not from his sell, 
But made him stagger, as he were not will: 
But Guyon selfe, ere well he was aware, 

Nigh a s|x-arcs kngth belutid his croujX'r fell, 
Yet in his fall so well him selfe he bare, 

ITiat mischicuous mischance his life and limlxs 
did spare. 

7 

Great shame and sorrow of tliat fall he tookc ; 
For ncuer yet, sith warlike armi*8 he bore. 
And shiuering sj x*are in bloiidic field fi rst shookr , 
He found himsclfc dishonored so sore. 

Ah gentlest knight, that euer armour bore, 
lx?t not thee griciie dismounted to hauc Ix-ene, 
And broughttoground,lhatncuerwast Ixforc, 
For not thy fault, but seeret powre vnseene, 
That speare cncliauntcd was, which layd thee 
on the grecnc. 

8 

But wccneilst thou what wight thee ouerlhrew, 
Much greater griefc and shamcfullcr regret 
For thy hard fortune thni thou ^^ouldsl renew, 
That of a single damzcll thou wert met 
On equall plaine, and there so hard beset ; 
Euen the famous Brilomart it was, 

Wl)omstTaungcaduenturedi<lfrom/?r^i«efct, 

To seeke her louer (loue farre sought alas,J 
Whose image she had secne in Venui looloQg 
glai. 
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Full of disdainefull wrath, he fierce vprose, , 
For to reuenge that foule reprochfull shame, 
And snatching his bright sword began to dose 
With her on foot, and stoutly forward came; 
Die rather would he, then endure that same. 
Which when his Palmer saw, he gan to feare 
His toward penll and vntoward blame. 

Which by that new rencounter he should reare: 
For death sate on the point of that cnchaunted 
speare. 

. I 

And hasting towards him gan faire perswade, | 
Not to prouoke misfortune, nor to weenc | 

His speares default to mend with crucll blade ; : 
For by his mightie Science he had scene 
The secret vertue of that weapon kcene. 

That mortall puissance mote not withstood : 
Nothing on earth mote alwaies happie beenc. 
Great hazard were it, and aduenturc fond, 

To loose long gotten honour with one euill bond. 

II 

By such good meancs he him discounscUed, 
From prosecuting his reuenging rage ; 

And eke the Prince like tri-aty nandelcd, 

His wrathfull will with reason to asswage. 
And laid the blame, not to his carriage. 

But to his starting steed, th.it swaru’d a.sydc, 
And to the ill purucyance of his page, 

That had his furnitures not firmcly tyde : 

So is his angry courage fairely pacifydc. 

13 

Thus reconcilement was betweene them knit, 
Through goodly temperance, and afiectioii 
chaste, 

And cither vowd with all their power and wit. 
To let not others honour be defaste, 

Of friend or foe, who eucr it emboste, 

Nc armes to bearc against the others syde ; 

In which accord the Prince was also plaste, 
And with that golden chaine of concord tyde. 
So goodly all agreed, they forth yfere did ryde. 

U 

0 goodly vsage of those antique times, 

In which the sword wars seruant vnto ri^ht ; 
When not for malice and contentious enmes, 
But all for praise, and proofe of manly might, 
The mariiall bro^ accustomed to fight ; 

Then honour was the meed of victorie, 

And yet the vanquished had no despot : 

Let later age that noble vse enuie, 

File rancour to auoid, and cruell surquedrie. 


14 

Long they thus trauelled in friendly wise, 
Through countries waste, and eke well edifyde. 
Seeking aduentures hard, to exercise 
Their puissance, whylome full demely tryde ; 
At len^ they came into a forrest wyde, 
Whose hideous horror and sad trembling sound 
Full gricsly seem’d : 'ITierein they longdid ryde, 
Yet tract of liuing creatures none they found, 
Saue Boares, Lions, and Buis, which romed 
them around. 

15 

All suddenly out of the thickest brush, 

Vpon a milk-white Palfrey all alone, 

A goodly Ladie did foreby them rush, 

Whose face did seeme as cleare as Qiristall 
stone, 

And eke through feare as white as whales bone; 
Her garments all were wrou^t of beaten goW, 
And all her steed with tinscll trappings shone. 
Which fled so fast, that nothing mote him hold, 
Aad scarse them Icasure gaue, her passing to 
behokl. 

16 

Still as she fled, her eye she backward threw, 
As fearing euill, that pursewd her fast ; 

And her faire yellow locks behind her flew, 
Loosely disperst with puffe of euery blast : 
All as a blazing starre doth farre outcast 
His hearie beames, and flaming lockes dlspred, 
At sight whereof the people stand aghast : 
But the Mgc wisard tclles, as he has red. 
That it importunes death and dolcfull dfcrihed, 

j *7 

I So as they gazed after her a while, 

! Lo where a grirsly Foster forth did rush, 
Breathing out bc^ly lust her to defile : 

Ills tyreling fade he fiercely forth did push, 
Hirough thicke and thin, both ouer banke and 
bush 

In hope her to attaine by hooke or crooke, 
That from his goric sides the blood did gush : 
Lar^ were his limbes, and terrible his HX)ke, 
And in his clownish hand a sharp bore speare be 
shooke. 

18 

Which outrage when thosegentleknightsdidsee. 
Full of great enuie and fell gealosy, 

They stayd not to auise, who fiist should bee, 
Bui all spurd after fast, as they mote fly, 

To reskew her from shameful! vfllany. 

The Prince and Guyon equally byliue 
Her selfc pursewd, in hope to win thereby 
Most goodly meede, the fairest Dame aliue : 
But after the loule foster Timias did striue. 
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The whiles {aireB^^mort.whoseconstant mind, 
Would not so ligluly follow beauties chacc, 
Ne reckt of Ladies Louc, did stay behind, 
And them awaytcd there a certame 5{>ace, 

To wcct if they w'ould turne backe to that j)lace : 
But whenshe saw them gone, she forward went, 
As lay her iourncy, through that pcrlous Pace, 
With stedfast coura^ and stout hardiment ; 
Ne euill thing she fcarM, ne euill thing she merit . 

20 

At last as nigh out of the wood she came, 

A stately C^tle farre away she spyde, 

To which her steps directly she did frame. 
'JThat Castle was most goodly edifyde, 

And plaste for pleasure nigh that forrest syde : 
But fdire before the gate a sjutious plainc, 
Mantlcdwithgreene,itsclfc did spndaen wyde, 
Onwhichshcsawsixeknights.tlutdiddarraiMc 
Fiera* battcll against one, with crucll might and 
tnainc. 

21 

Mainly they all attonce v(X)n him laid, 

And sore beset on cucry side around, 

That nigh he breathlesse grew, yet nought 
dismaid, 

Ne eucr to them yielded foot of ground 
All had he lost much bloud through many a 
wound, 

fiut stoutly dealt his blowcs, and eucry way 
To which he turned in lus wrathfull slound, 
Made them recoile, and l1y from dred decay, 
That none of all the sixe before, him durst assay. 

22 

Like dastard Curros, that hauing at a bay 
The saluage beast embost in wcarie chacc, 
I^e not aduenturc on the slubborne pray, 
h'c byte before, but romc from place to pbcc, 
To get a snatch, when turned is his face. 

In such distressc and doubtfull icopardy, 

^cn Brilomart him saw, she ran a fxice 
his reskew, and with earnest cry, 
fkid those same sixe forbeare that single enimy. 

Ihit to her cry they list not Icndcn earc, 

Ne ought the more their mightie strokes sur* 
ceasse, 

gathering him round about more ncarc, 
^ir dircfull rancour rather did enercasse ; 
Jiillhatsherushingthroughthc thickest preasse, 
Perforce disparted their compacted gyre, 

;JjTd soonc compeld to hearken vnto peace ; 

gan she mytdly of them to inquyre 
ioe cause of tbeirdissention and outrageous yre. 


Whereto that single knight did answere frame ; 
Tliesc sixe would mccnlorce byoddesof might. 
To chaunge my liefe, and loue another Dame, 
That death me liefer were, tlun such dt spight. 
So vnto wrong to yield my wrested right: 
For I loue one, the triicsi one on giound, 
Nclistmechaunge; shetW Errnni Damtrlllxigh, 
For whose dearc sake full manyabitterstownd, 
I haiic endur’d, and tasud many a bloudy 
wound. 

Certes (said she) then bi'ne yc sixe to blame, 
To wetm* your wrong by force to iustifie : 
For knight to Icauc his Uidic were great shame, 
'Tliat faithfull is, and belter were to die. 

All losse is Icssc, and Icssc the infamie, 

Then lossc of loue to him, that loucs but one , 
Ne may louc lx.* comjH'ld by maisteric ; 

For soonc as iiuistr rie comes, sweet louc anone 
Takcth his nimble w ings.ond soonc away is gone 

26 

Thenspakconeofthoscsixe,Tlieredwellethhere 
Within this austle wall a Ladic fairc, 

Whose soucraine btaulie lialh no lining |xt(. 
Thereto so bounteous and so debonaire, 
lliat neuer any mote with her compaire. 

She hath ordaind this law, which we aiijiroue, 
That euery knight , which dot h this way rtjiaire. 
In case he haue no loidie, nor no loue, 

Sliall doc vnto her seruice neuer to remoue. 

27 

But if he haue a Ladie or a I^oue, 

Tlien must he her forgoe with foulc defame. 
Or else with vs by dint of sword approue. 
That she is fairer, then our fairest Dame, 

As did this knight, before yc hither came. 
Perdie (said Brilormrl) the rhoisc is hard : 

But what reward liad he, that ouercame ? 

He should aduaunatl be to high regard, 

(.Said they) and liaue our Ladies louc for his 
reward. 

28 

Therefore aread Sir, if thou haue a loue. 

Loue haue I sure, (quoth she) hut Lady none; 
Yet will I not fro mitie owne louc rtmoue, 

Ne to your Lady will I seruice done, 

But wreake your wrongs wrought to this 
knight alone. 

And prouc his cause. With that her roortall 
speare 

She mightily auentred towards one, 

And downe nim smot, ere well aware he weare, 
Then to the next she rode, and downe the next 
did bcare. 
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Ne did she stay, till tliree on ground she layd 
'Hiat none of them himselfe could reareagaine, 
The fourth was by that other knight disrnayd, 
All were he wcarie of lus former painc, 

'rhat now there do but two of six remaine ; 

Which twodidyicldjbeforcshedidthcmsmight. 

Ah (said she tlien) now may ye all sec plaine, 
That truth is strong, and trevv louc nK)st of 
might, [hght. 

Tliat for his trusty scTuaunts doth so strongly 

30 

Too well we sec, (s.ii(l tla v) and i>roiie too well 
Our fau It y weaknes'.e ,an( I y( )u r i n itrhksse might ■ 
For thy, f.iire Sir, yours lx* the Damozell, 
Which by her owne law to your lot doth light, 
And we your liege nun faiih vnto you plight 
Sovridc^neath her feet tlieirswords theyrnard. 
And after her iK'Souglit, well they might, 
To enter in, and reape the dew reward : 
Sliegrauntcd, and then in tliey all together fai’d 

31 

Long were it to descnlio the grxKlly frame, 
And stately [xirt of Oiille luyeous, 

(For so that ( astle luglit liv (ornmune naint) 
Where they were enter taind with cirteous 
And comely glee of many gracious 
Laire Indies, and of manv a gentle knight. 
Who through a (’hamlxT long and sfacious, 
Kflsoones them brought vntotlicirLidic'Ssiglit, 
That of them cleeiK.d w.us the ImJv oj ddin^k 

Si 


Tlie wals were round about apparelled 
With costly clothes of Arras and of Tourc, 

In which with cunning hand was pourtralied 
The loue of Venus and her Paramoure 
The faire Adorns, turned to a flowre, 

A worke of rare deuice, and wondrous wit 
First did it shew the Utter balcfull stowre, 
Which her assaycl with many a feruent fit, 
When first her tender hart was with his beautic 
smit . 

35 

nuTiwithwliataleighlsandsweetallurenicnlssht 
Enlysl the Ikiy, as well liiat art she knew, 
And wo(xd him her Paramoure to be ; 

Now making girlonds of each flowre that grew . 
To crowne lus golden lockes w ith honour dew , 
Now Iradmg him into a se-irel shade 
From his Ikaupens, mid from bright heautii'^ 
vew, 

Win rc him toslcej te she gent ly would j^erswadt , 
Or Uitlic him in .1 iDiinlame by some coutr: 
gladt 

.P 

And wliilst he dtpl, slie oner him would spud 
Her mantle, coitJutM like the starry skyi^ 
And licr soft arme lay vnderne'uth his lied, 
And with ambrosi.dl kisses bathe Ins cyn . 
Andwlulest be bath'd, wit bhertwocraftys[)\is, 
.'^he M crOlv would ''(urdi each daintie hm, 
And throw into tlu wdl sweet Roscmar\es 
And fragrant violit^, .ird Paiues trim. 

And eucr withswietNeelarslicdidsprinklehn;'. 


Put for to tell tlie siiniptnous aray 
Of that great diarnber, sliould Ik; lalxnir Irst 
For lining wit, 1 wtene, ('-.innot di^pliN 
'Hie royall ridii*s and escading cost. 

Of eucry pillour and of eucrv i^ist ; 

Which all of juiri-st bullion framed were, 

And with great ixarles ami prelious stone's 


einlxist, 

niat the bnglit glister of their ix-aini-s eleare 
Did sjvirikle lorlh great light, and glorious did 
apix'are. 

These' strauuger kmghls through leLssing. forth 
were led 

Into an inner row me, whose rovallce 


And rich purucvaiu'c miglit \neath be reel . 
NIote Prina's place Ix'secmc so deekt to Ix'e 
Which stalely manner when its they did see. 
Hie image of sujxrtluous riotize. 

Fxcexsliug much the state of mc-ane degree, 
Tlicy greatly wondred, whence so sumptuous 
guizc [deuize. 

Might be niaintaynd, and each gaii diucrsely 


V) did she stiale lus lindele-s.se' h.irt away. 
And i(»\d Ins lout' 111 vet n't \nesp\de*. 

Put for slic S.IW him Ixiit to cruell play, 

To hunt tlic s,iluage Ixast m forresl wydt. 
I)readlull of d.uingir, that mote him betytl' . 
She' oil and oft adui/’d Inin to rtfrainc 
I’rornduseofgrratt rUa''ts,whoe’bruli‘>hpry(!t 
Motebrtetle'iumscathvMwarcs: biitalhiivaint. 
For who can shun the ehaunce, that dest’n) 
doth ( rdaine ' 

I o. where lx'\ond he Iveth languishing, 

Deadh engortd of a grtat wild Pore. 

[ Ami b\ his side- the (Irxlde'sse groueling 
Makes for him endle'sse niune, and euermorc 
With her sedi garment wijxs away the gore. 

Wliu hstames hissnow y skin with hatefullhew 

Put when she* saw no hcl|)e might him restort. 
Him to a dainty flowre she did fransmew, 
Wliieh in that cloth was wrought, as if U liudy 
grew. 
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W) \v.i 5 ilwt diainber clad iii goodly wize, 

And round about it many beds were dight, 
whilome was the antique worldes guize, 
s nic for vntimely tuse, some for dchghi, 

\s plcxsed them to vse, that vse it might : 
\nd all v^as full of Damzels, and of Sqinns, 
Daundng and reuehng both da\ and night, 
\;i(l swimming dceix; m sensuall desirts, 

\:Kj Cupid still einongst them kindled lu'^lfull 
lircs. 

AO 

\'iti all the while sweet Musicke did dimde 
Her looser notes with Lydian harmony ; 

\fid all tiic while sweet birdes thereto apj)hde 
Iheir dointie layes and dakel mel(Kl\, 

\'. earoling of lone and lolhty, 

Hut wonder was to heare their trim consort 
Winch when those knights bt held, wit hseorne- 
lall eye, 

ih y sdeigned sucli kiseiuions dis|xjrt, 

\:iH laitliM the loose demeanure of that wan- 
ton sort. 

M 

Hiuire they were brought to that great Lidits 
\ ew , 

Whom the) found silting on a sumptuous Ixd, 
Hi It glistrcd all with gold and glorious shew. 

the proud Perstan (^hieenes accustomed : 
^h'* stemd a woman of great bnmtihed, 

\:id of rare bciiutie, sauiiig that oskaunce 
Htr w.Tjiton eyes, ill sigms of womanhtd, 

Hi'i roll too lightly, and t(Xj often gkiunce, 
'Without ngard of grace, or comely amcnannee 
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And eke tiiose six, whu h latt ly with her fought. 
Now weretlisarmd.aiuldid t hem selui-s present 
Vnlo her \ew, and comiuny vnsoght ; 

I’or tluy all seemed luileous anei gent, 

And all si\e brethren, borne ol one parent, 
Wliieli h.ul them tr.iuid in all eunhtee, 

And g(XKll\ t.mght to tilt and tuinainenl ; 
Now' were ihiy lugemen to this ludy lie‘e. 
And her knights si mice ought, to hold of her in 
fee 

AS 

Tile tir'^t of them h\ name Catdunif liight, 

A lolly jH.r'-on, .uid of enmely vew , 

The second w:ls idflanlr, a Ixild knight, 

And next to him hmintc did insew ; 
Hauiiinlc did him ••elfe most eurteous sliew; 
but fierce P(iC(hafUt'*>ccu\(\ too fell and kerne. 
And vet m arinis Nocliinir greater grew : 
Allwere f.iirc knights,and goo<lly well Ixseem , 
Hut to f.ure Ihilomarl they all but shadowe^ 
Ixene 

4 f) 

hor she was full of amiable giaie, 

And manly teriour mixed iherewithall, 

'Iliat as the one stird vp alfedions bate. 

So th’otlier did mens ra.sh desires apall, 

Aial hold the m hae ke,thal would in errour fall , 
As he, that hath espide a vcrmeill Rose, 

To wlueh sh.irjx thornes ami breris the wa) 
forstall, 

Dare not for dread his hardy hai.el ex|XAe‘, 
lint wishing It far oil, his idle wisli doth lose. 


‘^ 'ig worke it were, and needlesse te> d< ui/<* 

Hi' ir grxxily enUrlainena nt and great glee 
' i( raiised them be led in eurteous wi/x 
' '"a Ixnvrc, disarmeel for to Ix'C, 
bid ehoared well with wine and spircrce . 

Hie night w.is sex me elis.irincdthtr( . 

uf the lirme M.i\d wonkl not disiirmcd Ix-e, 
dut f)i)clv vented vp her vmbnere, 

‘0 did let her grxxllv visage to apix-re 


\\he*m when tlie Lady s.iw so I.hm a wight, 
All igiiot.iunl ed her eonli.ti) s, x, 

(I'or she her weind a fresh and lusty kmghi) 
'^he greatly gaii enamexiied to wex, 

And with vaine tlioiighls hi r lalsed f.uiey vex 
Her fakle hart (oneeuad liasty fire, 

Tike sjiarkesof fire, wine h Till m se lender Ilex, 
dli.it shortly brent into extreme desire, 

Anel ransaekt all her vemis with juission entire. 


\ \ . 

’‘dien faire Cynthia, in darkesorra- night, 

III a noyous cloud enuelopxd, 

''^Hicrc she may find the substaunce thin and 

|hu] 

^ ^'•ikcslortli her siluer hx-anips.aiKl her bf ‘Kbt 
I'.'soucrs to the world disromfitid ; 

the |)oore traucller, that went astray, 

'idi tliousand blessings she is heneel ; 

Nifh was the beautie and the shining ray, 
o t h which ba 1 r c Br ga ue I ight vn 1 0 tlieday . 


4 « 

I'dt'-fKiiKs she grew to great iin[xilU'nre 
And into lermes (>{ oix-n outrage; brust, 

Ibat plame eliseomred her ineontinenre, 

Nc rerkt she, who he*r meaning did mistrust ; 
For she w;ls giuen all to fltsliiy lust. 

And jxrure-d forth in sensuall delight, 

Tliat all rc'gard of shame she hael discufit. 
And meet resjxct of honour put to flight : 

So shamelessc beauty soone becomes a loathly 
sight. 
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Faire ladies, that to loue captiued arre, 

And chaste desires do nourisli in your mind, 
Let not her fault your sweet affections marre, 
Nc blot the bounty of all womankind ; 
’Monf;st thousands good one wanton Dame to 
find : 

Emongst the Roses grow some wicked weeds ; 
For this was not to louc, but lust inclind ; 
For lone docs alwayes bring forth bounteous 
deeds, 

And in each gentle liartdesireof honour breeds. 

50 

Nought so of loue this looker Darnc did skill, 
Ihit as a coale to kindle fk slily iLuiic, 

Gluing the bridle to her w intori will, 

And treading vnder foote her lionesi name : 
Such loue Is hate, and such desire 1 . shame. 
Still did s.ie roue at her widi < rafty glaurice 
Of her false eyes, that ac her hart did ayme. 
And told her meaning m Iter cc<untenaunce , 
But lirilonuirl dissembled it with ignoraunce. 

51 

Sup[x;r was shortly dight and downe they sat, 
Where they wercsorued with allsurnptuous fart, 
Whilt*s fniitfull C(rr<!, and Lyiru^ fat 
Pourd out their plenty, without spightorspare: 
Nought wanted there,! hat damty wasaiul rare , 
And aye the cups their buuks did o icrtlow, 
And aye betweene the eu[K, she did pr»j)are 
Way to her louc, and secret darts did throw , 
ihit lirilotmrt would not such guilfiill message 
know 

53 

So when they slaked had ilie feruent heat 
Of appetite with meatt's of euery sort, 

'Phe laicly did faire Brilo»ruiri entreat. 

Her to disarme, and with delight full sport 
To loose her warlike hml)s and strong effort, 
But when she mote not then unto be wonne. 
(For she her sexe vnder that straunge purjwrt 
Did V se tohide,and plaine ap|xiraunre shonne :) 
In plainer wise to toll her gricuaunrc she be* 
gonne. 

53 

And all attonce discoucred her desire 
With sighes, and sobs, and plaints, and 
piteous griefe, 

The outward sparkes of her in bunung fire , 
Which spent in vaine.atlastshe told hcrbriefc. 
That but if she did lend her short reliefe. 

And do her comfort, she mote algatra dye. 
Blit the chaste dainzcll, that had neucr priefe 
Of such malcngine and fine forgerie, 

Did easily bcleeue her strong exlrcmitic. 


Full easie was for her to haue beliefe. 

Who by self-feelmg of her feeble sexe, 

And by long triall of the inward griefe. 
Wherewith imperious loue her liart did vcxc. 
(^uld iu(Jge what [ximes do louiiig hart^ 
perplexe. 

Who ineancs no guile, be guilcd soonest shall. 
AndtofairescrnblaunccdothlightfaithaiiiitM , 

'llic bird, that knowes not the false fowlers call. 
Into lies hidden net full c^asily doth fall. 

55 

I* or thy she would not in discourtcise wise, 
Scorne the faire offer of gcxxl will profest . 
for great rebuke it is, loue to despise. 

Or rudely sdcigne a gentle harts request ; 
Butwiili fairon)untenaurKc,as bt‘seemL(l Lni 
H er enterlaynd ; nath’hsse she mly (ieeind 
Ilir loue tcK.) light, to wooe a wandring gucvi 
Which she nihconstrumg, thereby c'Steeiiid 
That from like inward liic tliat outward siuokr 
had steemd. 

56 . 

Therewith a while she her flit fancy fed. 

Till she mote winne fit time for her desire, 
liut yet her wound still inward freshly bkd, 
And through her bones the false instilksl lin 
Did spred it sedfe, and vcnime close inspire 
Tho were the tables taken all away, 

And euery knight, and eucry gentle Sepnre 
(lan choose his d.ime with iiasnotiiant g.iv, 
With whom he meant to make his s[)ori .uui 
courtly play. 

57 

Some fell to daunce, some fell to hazardrs, 
Some to make loue, some to make menment. 
As diuerse wits to diuers things a[)ply , 

And all the while faire MaUca^la Ix-nt 
Her crafty engms to her close intent 
By thisth’etcrnall lampi's, wherewith high /c;-' 
Doth light the lower world, were halfe V'^jv p'. 
And the moist d.iughlersof huge/I/Za? stnn 
Into theOc^andeepe todriuc theirwearydroin 

5S 

High time it seemed then for euery wight 
Them to betake vnto their kindly rest ; 
Fftsoones long waxen torches weren light, 
Vnto ihcir Ixiwrcs to gulden eiicrv guest : 
Tho when the Briloncssc saw all the rest 
Auoideti quite, she gan her selfe despoile, 
And safe commit to her soft fethcred nest, 
Where through long watch, and late davi’^ 
weary toile, 

I She soundly slept, and careful! thoughts diJ 
1 quite assoile. 
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Now wbenas all the world in silence deepe 
V ^hrowded was, and euery mortall wij^ht 
Was drowned in the depth of deadly sieepe, 
haire MaUcoila, whose eii^neued sprij»ht 
Could find no rest in such perplexed plight, 
Lightly arose out of her wearie bed, 

And vndcr the blacke velc of guilty Night, 
Her witli a scarlot man tie couered, 

That was with gold and Lrinines fairccnueloped. 

6 o 

Tlien jxuiting soft, and trembling euerie loynl. 
Her feurfullleete towards the bovv resheinoued; 
Where slie lor secret purixjse did apjwynt 
I'o lodge the warlike nuyd vnw'isely loued, 
And to her bed aj)proching, liiNt she prooued, 
Whether she slept or wakt, with her hand 
Hie sfjftly fell, if any member 0100111x1, 

And lent her wary e*are to vndei stand, 

If any pufle of breath, or signe of scnce she fond. 
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WTiirli whenas none she food, with easie shift, 
I'or fixire least her vnwares she should abrayd, 
ni’cmbroderd quilt she lightly vp did lift, 
AikI by her side her selfo she softly layd, 

01 (ucry finest fingers touch aflrayd ; 

N’e any noise she made, iie word she spake, 
Hut inly sigh’d At lost the royall Mayd 
Out of her quiet slomber liid awake, 

^nd chaungd her weary side, tlie better rase to 
take 
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WTicre feeling one close couched by lier side, 
'^h( lightly Upt out of her filed bed, 

And to her weajxin ran, m mmdc to gride 
Tlu loathed leachour. Hut tlie Dame halfedid 
Ihrough suddcin finrc and glustlv drenhed, 
Hid shrifke alowd, that through the house it 


roi.g, 

''nd tlie wholf* family therewith adred, 

Hadily out of their rouzed couches sprong. 
And to the troubled chamber all in armc'S did 
throng. 


<>3 

And those six Knights tliat l^du^s Oi.unpions, 
And eke the Rcdaos^c loiighl luii to theslow lai, 
Ilalfeanmland luljevnamui.wilhtlu muttons 
W hi re when confusttlly they i.mie, tlie> fownd 
'llieir UieJy lyiig on the suuiltsse giownd . 
On th’ollier side, tiny mw iJ.e warlike Mayd 
All ill her snow-white smoeke, wUh loiics 
vnbownd, 

Tlirtatiuiig the of her auengmg blade, 
TTiat Willi so troublous lerrour Uuy were all 
dLsnuyde. 
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Alx>ut their loidy first tiicy flockt arownd, 
Whom haumg l.iid in ixaiifortable ooiuh. 
Shortly they rranl out ol her frosen swownd , 
And afterwards they giui with iowle* rtpioch 
'r()stirrevpstrile,aiidtroublousoontcckebrcxh 
lint by ensiunj'le of the last dayes losse*. 

None of thim rashly durst to her npproch, 
Nc in so glorious s|xnle thimse lues ernbosse ; 
HeT succourd eke tlie ( hiunpion of Uie bloudy 
Crosse 

b5 

Hut one of those sixe knights, GardanU hight. 
Drew out a deadly bow and arrow kttne, 
WhieJi forth he sent with filonoas dcspight, 
And fell intent against tlie virgin shetne : 
TTie mortall stede sLayd not, till it was seem* 
To gore her side, ye I was the we)und not dee|x*, 
Hut lightly rased her soft silken skin, 
'ITutdrojisof [)ui pie blond thereout did weepc, 
Which diei her lilly smock with staines of ver- 
meil siccix-*. 

(>> 

Wherewith enrag’d she fiercely at them flew, 
And with her flaming sword about her layd, 
TTiatnoncuf them fouiemise luefc could eseJicw, 
But w ilh her dreadf 111 ! strokes were all (ismayd : 
I fere, there, and lUi ry where alxiul her swayd 
Her wrathlull sleele, lliat none mote it abicJc ; 
And eke the Redcrosic knight gaue licr good 
aid, 

Ay ioyning foot to foot, and side to side, 
Tliat m short space their foes they hauc quite 
tirrifidc 


67 

Tho whenas all were put to sliamcfull flight, 

The noble Rrtlotttariis her arayd, 

And her bright armes about her body dight : 

For nothing would she Icngcr there be stayd, 

WTiere so loose life, and so VTigentlc trade 
Was vsd of Knights and loidies stemmg gent : 

So carely ere the grossc Earthes gryesy shade 
Was all disperst out of the firmament, 

They tooke their steeds, and forth vpon their iaumey went. 
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The Redcrosse knight to Brilomart 
describeth Artegall : 

The wondrous myrrhotir, by which she 
inloue With him did jail. j 

1 i 

Here haue I cause, in men iust blame to find, 1 
That in their proper prayse too piirtiall bee, 
And not indiflerent to woman kind, 

To whom no share in arines and chcualnc 
They do im[)art, ne maken inemorie 
Of their braue gestes and prowessc martiali ; 
Scarsc do they si^re to one or two or three, 
Rowme i n their writs ; ye t tl lesame writing small 
Docs all their deeds deface, and dims tlicir 
glories all. I 

2 I 

But by record of antu|uc limes I find, 

That women wont inwarrcstobearcmostswav. 
And to all great exploits tliem seines inclind : 
Of which they still the girlond bore away, | 
Till enuious Men fearing their rules decay, i 
Gan coyne streight bwes to curb their liberty , 
Yet sith they warlike arrncs haue layd away, 
'Fhey haue cxceld in artes and fx)llicy, ■ 

'Ihat now we foolish men that prayse gin eke ! 
t’enuy. ! 

I 

Of warlike puissaunce in ;iges spent, j 

Be thou fairc Britamart, whose prayse I write. ; 
But of all wisedome be thou precedent, | 

0 soueraigne Queene, whose jirayse I would i 
endite, ' 

Endite I would as dewiic doth excite ; ! 

But ah my rimes too rude and ruggal arre, i 
When in so high an obiect they do lite, I 
And striuing, fit to make, I figure do marre : ! 
'Hiy selfe thy prayses tell, and make them 
knowen farre. 

4 

She trauelling with Guyon by the wav. 

Of sundry things faire puri'iose gau to find, 
Tabridg their iourney long, and lingring day ; 
Mongst which it fell into that Faeries min^ 
To aske this Briton Mayd, wlut vneouth wind. 
Brought herinto those jiarts, and wlut inquest 
Made her dissemble her disguised kind : 

Faire Lady she him scerad, like Lady drest, 
But fairest knight aliue, when anneu was her 
brest. 


Thereat she sighing softly, had no powre 
To spe^e a while, ne ready answere make, 
But with hart -thrilling throbs and bitter 
stowre. 

As if she had a feucr fit, did quake. 

And euery daintie limbe with horrour sliakc , 
And cuer and anone the rosy red, 
hlasht through her face, as it had been a fUke 
Of lightning, through bright hcauenfulmiikd, 

At last the jnission just she tlius him answt red 

6 

Faire Sir, I let you weete, that from the howrc 
I taken was from nourses tender jup, 

I haue bcene trained vp in warlike stowre, 

To tossen sjxure and sJiield, and to afirajj 
'ITie warlike lydcr to his most mishap ; 
Sithence 1 loathed liaue my life to lead, 

As ludies wont, in jilcasurcs wanton laj). 

To finger the fine netxile and nyce thread ; 

Me leucr were with jxiint of foenuns speari be 
dead. 

All my delight on deedes of annes is set. 

To hunt out perils and aduentures liard, 

By sea, by land, where so they may be met, 
Oncly for honour and for high regard, 
Without rcsjKct of richcsse or reward. 

For such intent into thc*se parts 1 came, 
Withoutcn comjxisse, or withouten card, 

Far tro my natiuc soyle, tliat is by name 

Tile greater Bri/umc, here to seeke for jiraysc 
and fame. 

8 

Fame blued hath, that here in Faerv lond 
Do nuny famous Knightcs and Ladies wonnt , 
And many straunge aduentures to be fond, 

Of which great worth and worship may be 
wonne ; 

Whicli I to prone, this voyage haue begonn< 
But mole I wcet of you, right curteous knight , 
Tydings of one, that hath vnto me donne 
Late foule dishonour and reprochfuU spight, 
The which I seeke to wreake, and Arthegall he 
flight. 

9 

The word gone out, she backe againe would call 
As her repenting so to liaue missayd. 

But tliat he it vp-taking ere the fall, 

Her shortly answered ; Faire martiali Mayd 
Certes ye misauised becne, t’vpbrayd 
A gentle knight with so vnkn^htly blame; 
For weet ye well of all, that cuer playd 
At tilt or tourney, or like warlike game, 

The noble Arthegall hath cuer borne the name. 
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10 

For thy great wonder were it, if i»uch shame 
:>hould euer enter in his bounteous thought, 
Or euer do, that mote deseruen blame : 

The noble courage neuer weeneth ought, 

That may vnworthy of it selfe be thought. 
Tlicrefore, iaire Damzell, be ye well aware, 
Ixabt that too farre ye haue your sorrow 
sought : 

You and your countrey both I wish welfare, 
And honour both ; for each of other worthy are. 

11 

Ihe royall Mayd woxe inly wondrous glad. 

To heare her Loue so highly nugnifidc, 

\iid ioyd tliat euer she afiixe<l had. 

Her lurt on knight so goodly glonfide, 

How euer finely she it faind to hide ; 

The louing mother, tliiit nine monethes did 
bcare. 

In the dcare closet of lier [xiinefull side. 

Her tender balie, it seeing sife apiicarc, 

Doth not so much reioyce, asshe reioyced thcarc 

12 

IVu to occasion him to further talke. 

To feed her humour with his pletising stile. 
Her list in strifull termes with him to balke, 
•W 1 thus replide, How euer. Sir, ye file 
Your curteous tongue, his pra>^ to compile, 
It ill beseemes a knight of gentle sort, 

!such as ye haue him boasted, to beguile 
A ''imple mayd, and worke so haynous tort, 

In shame of knighthood, as I largely can report. 

I^t l>e therefore my vcngeaunce to disswarie. 
And read, where I that faviour false may find, 
^h, but if reason faire might you fxrswade. 

To slake your wrath, and moliifie your mind, 
j^aid he) perha^w ye should it better find : 

hardy thing it is, to weenc by might, 

Hiat man to hard conditions to bind, 

Jlr euer hope to match in equall fight, 

“ hose prowesse paragon saw neuer liuing wight. 

^^,^^hlich is it casie for to read, 

T-' ^ earth, or how he may be found ; 

eor he ne woimeth in one certaine stead, 

V ^ walketh all the world around, 

j y that to his fame redound, 

Wending Uuiies cause, and Orphans right, 

80 he beares, that any doth confound 
1 nem oxnfoftkM, through tyranny or might; 
IS his soueraine honour raisde to httueos 
hight. 
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His feeling words her feeble scnce much pleased, 
And softly suniTc into her molten hart ; 

Hwt that is inly hurt, is greatly eased ' 

\V ithhofie of thing, tliut may allcgge hissiuart ; 
Tor pleasing words are like to Mugick art, 
Tliat doth the tlurmt'd biukc in slumber lay ; 
Such secret ease felt gentle BrUomxrU 
Vet hst the same efiora* with faind gamesay , 
SodiM'Jiord oft in Musick nukes the sweeter lay' 

16 

And said. Sir knight, lluse idle termes forlicare, 
And sjlh It is vni-ath to find Ills liaunt, 

Tell me some markcs,by w hichhemay a]jt>eare. 
If chauiice I him encounter puniuaimt ; 

For perdie one shall other slay, or daunt ; 
What slu|x.*, what shield, wlui armca, what 
steed, what ste<l. 

Anti wlmt so else Iun person most may vaunt * 
All which the Krdaoise knight to point ared, 
And him in euery jxirt before her fasliioncd. 

17 

Vet him in euery jurt before she knew, 

How euer list her now her knowlciigc lame, 
Sitli him whilomc in Brtiatru .she did vcw, 

To her reueulcd in a mirrhour plaine, 

Wliereof did grow her first engrailed mine ; 
Whose root and stalke so bitter yet (iki last. 
That butthefruilmorcsweetnessedidcontauie, 
Her wretched dayes m dolour she mote waat, 
And yield the pray of loue to loihsomc death at 
last. 

18 

Hv strange oteasion she did him bclwild. 

And mudi morcstrangely gan to loue his siglit. 
As It in bookes luth written lx;nc of old. 

In Dfheubarth that now South-wales is liight, 
W}iattimekingAyem:craign’d,and(icaledri^, 
Tlie great Magitiiui Merlin had deuiz’d, 

By liis deepe scientx*, and hell-dreaded tm^l , 
A looking glassc, right wondrously aguiz’d, 
Whose vertues through the wyde world soonc 
were solemniz’d. 

m 

It vertue had, to shew in jicrfect siglit. 

What euer thing was m tlic world coritaynd, 
Betwixt the lowest earth and heauens hight, 
So that it to the looker afipcrtaynd ; 

What euer foe hadwrought,orfrend hadfaynd, 
Tlierpin discouered was, ne ought mote pat, 

Nc ought in seaet from the same remaynd ; 
For thy it round and hollow shaped was, 

Like to the world it sclie, and sccniM a world of 
gktt. 
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Who wonders not, that reades so wonderous 
workc ? 

But who docs wonder, that has red the Towre, 
Wherein th’iEgyp^^ 

From all mens vew, that none might her 
discourc. 

Yet she might all men vew out of her bowre 
Great Plolonuu it for his Icnians sake 
Ybuilded all of glas.se, by Magicke powre, 

And also it impregnable did make ; 

Yet when his loue was false, he with a [K-aze it 
brake. 

21 

Sudi was the gkssie globe tliat Merlin made, 
And gauc vnto king Ryence for his gard, 

That neuer foes hts kirigdome might inuade, 
But he it knew at home before he hard 
Tydings thereof, and so them still debar’d 
It was a famous I^escnt for a Prince, 

And worthy worke of infinite reward, 

Tliat treasonscould bc“wrav,and (oesconuince , 
Happie this Realine,had it remained cuer since 

22 

One day it fortuned, faire Briiomart 
Into her fathers closet to repayre ; 

For nothing he from her resem’d apart. 

Being hh oncly daughter and his hayre : 
Wherewhenshe had espyde that rnirrliourfayrc. 
Her selfc a while therein sfie vewd m vaine ; 
'Hio her auinng of the vertues rare. 

Which thereof s[X)ken were, she gan againe 
Her to bethinke of, that mote to her seife jier- 
taine. 

23 

But as it falleth, in the gentlest harts 
Imperious Ixiuc hath liightst set his throne, 
And tyranni/eth in the hitter smarts 
Of them, that to him huxomc are and prone : 
So thought thisMaydfas maydens w to doni ) 
Whom fortune for her huslwnd would allot. 
Not that she lusted after any one ; 

For she was pure from blame of smfull blot. 
Yet wist her life at last must lin- kc in that 
s;ime knot 

24 

Fftsoones there was f)resente<l to her eye 
A comely knight, all arm’d in complete wizc. 
Through whose bright ventaylc lifted vponhvc 
His manly face, that did his foes agrize. 

And friends to termes of gentle truce entire, 
T,^kt foorth, as Phcshis face out of the east, 
Betwbet two shadie mountaines doth arize ; 
Portlv his person was, and much increast 
Throughhis lleroicke grace, and honorable gest. 


Ills crest was couered with a couchant Hound, 
And all his armour seem’d of antique mould, 
But wondrous massie and assured sound, 

And round about y fretted all with gold, 

In which there written was with cyphers old, 
Achilles armes, which Arihegall did win. 

And on his shield enueloped seuenfold 
lie lx)re a crowned litle Ermilin, 

That deckt the azure field with her fairc jkhiI 
drtxi skin. 

26 

llie l>am/,ell well did vew hus personage, 

And liked well, ne further faslned not, 

But went her way ; ne her vnguilty age 
Did weene, viiwurcs, that her vnlucky lot 
I^v hidden in the bottome of the pot ; 

Of hurt vnwist most daunger doth re<loiiri(l • 
But the false Archer, which that arrow dtui 
.So slyly, that she did not fec-le the woun<' 
Did smyle full smoothly at her wcetlcsse wolull 
stound 

27 _ 

'nienceforth the feather in her loftie cre^t, 
kutfed of loue, gan lowly to auaile, 

And her proud |X)rtancc, and her prinrcK gist, 
Withwhifhsheearsttryum|)h(d,nowdidquaili’ 
Sad, soKmne, sowre, and full of fancic' frai'i 
She wove ; vet wist she neither how, nor win , 
.She wist not, silly Mayd, what she did aili, 
Vet wist, she was not well at ease [xrdv , 

Yet thought it wiis not loue, but some nul.ir 
choly 

28 

S) s(K)nt as Night had with her pallid lx m 
D ef.Lst the lx*aulic of the shining skv. 

And reft from men the worlds desired viw. 
.She with her Nourse adowne to slec|x' did Iv . 
But slcepe full farre away from her did fl’, 

In stead thereof sad sighes, ami sorrowes (Im ] < 
Kept watch and ward alx)ut her wanly, 

'Di.it noughtshedid but w avle, and often st ( 1 1 " 
I ler dainlie couch with lea: e-s, w hieh close Iv d t 
did weepc. 

20 

And if that an\ drop of slombnng rest 
Did chaunre to siiH into her w'earic spright. 
When feeble nature felt her seife opprest 
Streight way with dreames, and with fant. 
tirke sight 

Of (Ircadfiill things the same was put to fligl ‘ 
That oft out of her bed she did astart, 

As one with vew of ghastly feends affright 
Tho gan she to renew her former smart. 

And thinke of that fairc visage, written in Ik ' 
hart. 
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30 

mghr, when she was tost with such vnrest, 
1 Icr Nurse, whose name was Glauce higln , 
FeJinj,’ her leaj^e out of her loathed 
IVlAMXt her feeble arines her qiiiekiv keij^ht. 
\ikJ downe a^ne in her warme bed her dij^lit . 
\li my deare daughter, ah mv dearest dread. 
Wlut \nrouth fit (said she) what euill plight 
Halil thee opprest, and with s.id drearvhead 
t I'.autigcd thy huely cheare. and luniig made 
tht'e dt ad ? 

I or not of nou'^ht these suddeini ghastlv feares 
Ml night afflict thy natural! repy^e, 

^ild all the day, when as thine equall jx-artv 
I'leir fit disix-)rts with faire delight doe^ (Ikm-, 
Tho'i in dull corners doest thy selfe inclost*, 
NV ta^te«?t Princes pleasurts, ne doest spred 
Miro idtliy frtshyouthes fairest flowre.butlose 
lioth leafe and fruit, Ixith too vntmiely slxd. 
'e one in wilfull hale for ouer buried 


llic time, that niort.dl men tluir wear\ cart*- 
Ho lay awav, and all wild.* )xMsf<*s do nst. 
\nd tiietv riuer eke his course forlxarcs, 
rhtn doth this waked cinll thee infest, 

And niic with thousand tliK.bs t!i\ thnlKd 
host • 

1 ike an huge Aetn' of deq>e engulh<l grab . 

'^<irri,w is iK'afx'd in iliv hollow dust. 

Wiv nee forth it breakes in sjglies and anguish 
rife. 

'moke and sulpliurt nni'gkd with confused 
‘'Irih 

f me, how murli I ft are, li.ist lour it Ik( . 

’ 'll if that loue it lx-, as sure I read 
kiiow'cn signes and jiassions. whuh I 
k U worthy of ihv race and ro\all s(a<l, 
b HI I auow by this most samd hciui 
' 'f my deare fosUr child, to eiisr- thy gra fe, 
trid win thy will : 'Hierefore away doe tirtad 
'T death nor daunger from thv dew rthefe 
‘I rnc d(l»arr(, tell me tiier(fore my lufi’-l 
le fe 

N 1 ^ ^ 

^ iiaiiing said, her twi\t her arrm-s twame 

le straightiy stravnd, and colkrl tenderly, 
md eucry trembling loynl, and euerv vaine 
me softly felt, and rubbed busilv. 
lo doe the frewen cold away to fly ; 

her faire deawy eics with kisscji deare 
bath, and oft againe did dry ; 

And eucr her importund, not to fcarc 
let the secret of her hart to her appeare 


*5* 

The Lhinizell juiiud. and tlrn thus fearefully; 
Ah Nurse, wliat needeth thee to eke my imne^ 
Is not enough, that I alone doc dye, 

Init It must <louble<l lx* with dc.ith of twainc 
I'or nought for me but death theie doth rc- 
maine. 

() daughter dearc (said she) des|viure no whit ; 
hW neiicr sore, but might a siduc obtame r 
T luit blinded ( i(xl. wliic h li.itli ye 1 ilindly Mint , 
Another arrow hath youi loutr’s luiit to hit 

3b 

P.ut mine is nca ((juoth she) like others wouixl ; 
hor which no reason am find remedy. 

Was iieuer such, but mote the like lx* fmiiMl, 

I (.*".iid she) and though no reason may apply 
I S.ilue to vour sore, vet lone can higher stye'. 

I I henieasonsraa Inaiulolt halliwondLM’sdonne. 

Hut ntitlur (an! ol loue, nor (I(xl of sky 
j ( an d(K‘ (s,ai<l she) that .wliK li <’ Mil. f)l Ix’fioime 
I I lungs oft impossiWe ((]uolh she) MTinCt fre 
! Ixgoiine 

j I hese alle words (said she) <lrx iiouglit asswage 
My stiihlxirncMiurt ,but moreunnoyanccbre«l, 

! l‘<»r no no vsuall fire, no vsuall rage 
, It is, 0 Nijrs<*, wlui h on my life doth feed, 
And smkts (he bloud, whuh from iny hart 
< lot 1 1 hired 

Put since ihy faithfull /eale lets me not hydr* 

I M> ( lime, (if crime il Ik-) I will it reed. 

, Nor I'rinr t , nor jx’re it is. whose loue Imt hgryde 
Mvleeble brest of kite, and laiiiu ht-d this wound 
I w\(k 

Nor m.in it is, nor otlur lining wight ; 

I‘or tlid) some hofx- 1 might vrito me draw, 
Hut th'only 'iLidc and semblant of a knight, 
Whose shujx' or )>crs(>n yet 1 nruer saw, 

H.ith me sublet to<l to loucs truell Liw : 

'Hie s;une one day, as me misfortune let!, 

I III my fathers wondrous mirrhour saw, 

And pleasrd with tint seeming gfxxily lied, 

\ nwares tlu'hiddr ri lioc.ki wit h hiite I swallowed. 


I . . '^'3 

j Sit hens it hath infixed faster hold 
' Within my bleeding IxiWels, and so sore 
Nowrancklcth inthh same fraik fleshly mrxild, 
Iliat all mineent raiks flow with f^xi^'snousgorc, 
And th’vlrcr growelh daily rnoo and more ; 
Ne ran my running sore find remedic, 

Other then my hard fortune tn<)cf>lore, • 

And languish aa the leafe falne from tlie tree, 
Till death make one end of rnydayeswid imserie. 
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Daughter (said she) what need ye be disniayd, 
Or why make ye such Monster of your mind } 
Of much more vncouth thing I was aflrayd ; 
Of filthy lust, contrarie vnto kind : 

But this affection nothing straunge I hnd ; 

For who with reason can you aye reproue, 

To loue the semblant pleasing most your mind, 
And yield your heart, whence ye cannot re- 
mouc ? 

No guilt in you, but in the tyranny of loue. 

41 

Not so tW Arabian Myrrhe did set her mind ; 
Nor so did Biblts siiend her pining hart, 

But lou'd their natiue flesh against all kind, 
And to their purjxwc vsed wicked art : 

Vet pbyd Pasiphar a more monstrous {)art, 
That lou'd a Bull, and Icarnd a beast to bee ; 
Such shamefiill lusts who loaths not, which 
depart 

From course of nature and of modestic? 

Sweet loue such lewdnes bands from his faire 
comjianic. 

42 

But thine my Deare (welfare thy hccirt rny dcare) 
Though strange beginning liad, yet fixed is 
On one, that worthy may [xjrhaps appeare ; 
And certes seemes Ixjstowcd not arnls ; 
loy thereof haue thou and cternall blis. 

With that vplcaning on her elbow weakc. 

Her alabla-stcr brest she soft did kis, 

Which all that while she felt to pant and quake, 
As it an Earth-quake were ; at last she thus 
bes|)ake. 

Beldame, your words doe worke me litlc ease; 
For IhcMigh my loue be not so lewdly bent, 

As those ye blame, yet may it noiigiit ap[)ease 
My raging smart, ne ought my flame relent, 
But rather doth my helpclessc griefe augment 
For they, how cucr shamefull and vnkind. 
Yet did possessc their horrible intent : 

Short end of sorrowes they thercbv did find ; 
So was their fortune good, though wicked were 
their mind. 

44 

Ihit wicked fortune mine, though mind be good. 
Can haue no end, nor hope of my desire, 

But feed on shadowes, whiles I die for food. 
And like a shadow wexe, whiles with entire 
AffectioD, f doe languish and expire. 

I fonder, then Cepkisus foolish child. 

Who liauing vewed in t fountaine shere 
Ilia face, was with the loue thereof beguild ; 
t fonder loue a shade, the bodie farre exild. 


Nought like (quoth she) for tliat same wretched 
boy 

Was of himsclfe the idle Paramourc ; 

Both loue and louer, without ho|)e of io\ , 

For which he faded to a watry llowre. 

But better fortune thine, and better howre, 
Which lou'st the shadow of a warlike knight ; 
No shadow, but a bodie hath in powre : 

That Ixxlie, wheresoeuer that it light. 

May l(*arnt‘d be by cyphers, or by Magicke 
might. 

46 

But if thou may with reason yet represso 
The growing euill, ere it strength haue got, 
And thee abandond wholly doe |X)ssesse, 
Against it strongly striue, and yield thee not, 
Fill thou in ojX‘n field adowne be smot. 

But if the passion mayster thy fraile might, 
.So that needs loue or death must be th\' Lt, 
riien 1 auow to thee, by wrong or right 
To com|)asse thy dc'Sire, and find that loiad 
knight. 

47 

I/er cheiirefull \NorJs much clieard the feeble 
sprighl 

Of the sickc virgin, that her ilowne she layti 
III her wurmc bed to slecpe, if tliat she might; 
And the old-woman carefully dispbyd 
Tlie clothes al)out her rounci with busic aytl 
So that at last a little creeping slcepe 
Surpri^d her sense' : She therewith well ajxivii. 
Thedrunki’nlam|)eclowneirilheoylediclslet*['C‘. 
And set hei bv to watch, and set her by to 

Earely the morrow next, Ixdore that dav 
His loyous face did to the world rcucale, 
They lx)th vproso and tooke their rcadie wav 
Vnto the Church, ihcir pravers to apjx^le. 
With great dcuotion, arid with lille /cmlc 
For the faire Damzell from the holy licrso 
I (or loue-sicke hart toother ihoughtsdid stcalc . 
And that old Dame said many an idle verse. 
Out of her daughters liart fond fancies to 
rcuersc 

49 

Returned home, the ro\all Infant fell 
Into her former fit ; for why, no powre 
Nor guidance of her selfe in her did dwell. 
But th’agcd Nurse her calling to lier bowre. 
Had gathered Rew,and Sauine, and the flowre 
Of C amphora, and Calamint, and Dill, 

All whiA she in a earthen Pot did poure. 
And to the brim with Colt wood did it fill, 
And many drops of milke and Uoud through it 
did spill. 
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Tliifi taking thrise three haires from off her head, 
n»em trebly breaded in a threefold lace, 

And round about the pots mouth, bound the 
thread, 

And after hailing whispered a space 
Ortaine sad words, with hollow voice and bacc, 
>he to the virgin said, thrise said she it ; 

I (’omedaughtercome,come;spit vponmyface, 

I S(>it thrise vpon me, thrise vpon me spit ; 
nr viieuen number for this busincsse is most lit . 

51 

Tlut sayd, her round about she from her turnd, 
She turned her contrarie to the Suiinc, 

Hmse she her turnd contrary, and returnd, 
All contrary, for she the right did shunne, 

\nd euer what she did, was streight vndonne 
So thought she to vndoe her daughters louc . 
Itut loue, that is in gentle brest begonne. 

No idle ch.irmcs so lightly may remouc, 

Tltat well can witncsse, who bv Iriall it docs 
nroue. 

. 52 

Ni‘ ought it mole the noble Mayd auayle, 

No slake the furie of :,vT cruell flame, 

Hut fliat shestilldidw;i.ste,and still did wavlc, 
That through long languour, and hart -burning 
brame 

She shortly like a pyned gliost became, 

Which long hath waited by theSiygum strond. 
lliatwhen old C/<jucesaw,for hareleitst blame 
Of her miscarriage should in her he fond, 

Slic wist not how t’amend, nor how it to with- 
bfond, 

CanL III. 

Merlin bnirayes to Briiomarl, 
the stale of Arte^nU 
And shaiYS the famous Progeny 
midi from them sprmgrn shall. 

I 

Most sacred fire, that burnest mightily 
In lining brests, ykindled first aboue, 

^^^tnongst th’ctemall sfsheres and lamping sky, 
^dthencepourdinfom(n,whichmencallLoue; 
Not that same, which doth baseaffectionsrooue 
In brutish minds, and filthy lust inflame, 
but that sweet fit, that doth true bcautie louc, 
cfaoseth vertue for his dearest Dame, j 
spring all noble deeds and neucr dying 1 
fame: I 


Well did Antiquilie a (iod thee deemc, 

Tliat ouer moriall minds liast so great might. 
To order them, as bti,l to tiuT doth seeme, 
And all their actions to dircxt aright ; 

ITic fatall i)ur|iosc of iliinnc lon-sighl, 

'fliou doest cflcct in dcstint“d desiYiits, 
Through decjie impression of thy secret iniglif , 
And slirrcdst vj) ih’Ileroes high intents. 
Which the late world adrnvies for wtMidroiifc 
moniments. ^ 

Hut thy dread darts in none doe triuni[>h more, 
Nc braucr proofe in any, of thy nowrc 
Shew’dst thou, then in this royal! Maid of yore, 
M, iking her sct'kc an vnknownc lAinunoure, 
1‘roin the worlds end, through many a bitter 
siowrc: ' traysp 

From whose two lovnes thou afterw^arm did 
Most famous fruits of matnmoniall bowre. 
Which through the earth haiie sjircd their 
liumg p^.l^'se, 

Tlut fame in t ronijx* of gold eternally displayes. 

4 

Hegin tlien, 0 my dearest sacred Dame, 
Daughter of Phtrhus and of Memories 
Tlial dot's! ennoble with immortall name 
Tlic warlike Worthies, from anliquitic, 

In thy great volume of Etcrnitie : 

Begin, () Clio, and recount from hence 
My glorious Soueraint's gtxxlly anna's! rie, 

Till that by dew degras and long protease, 
Thou luiue it lastly brought vnto her Excellence 

5 

Full many wayes within her troublal mind. 
Old Glance cast, to airc this laixlies giiefc : 
Full many waies she staight , but none could find, 
Nor herlx'S, nor charmes, nor counscll, that is 
chkfe 

And choLy-st med’nne for sickc harts rrliefe : 
For thy great rare she troke, and greater fcarc, 
Least that it should her lurne to foule rciiriefe. 
And sore reproch, when so her father Jeare 
Should of his dcara*t daughters hard misfortune 
hearc. 

At last she her auisil, that he, whith made 
Tliat mirrhour, wherein the Hickc Damoiwll 
Sostraungely vewed her straunge loucrs shade, 
To weet, the humcd Merlin, well could tell, 
Vndcr what roast of heauen the man did dwell, 
And by wlut mcanc* his loue might best be 
wrought ; 

For though beyond the A f rick JsmaeU 
Or th' Indian Peru he were, she thought 
Him forth through infinite endeuour to hauc 
sought. 
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For thwitbthemseluesdisguisingboth in straunge 
And bascat tyre, that none might them bewray, 
To Maridttnunif that is now by chaunge 
Of name Cayr-Merdin cald, they tooke their 
way: 

There the wise Afer/w whylome wont (they say) 
To make his wonne, low vnderneath the ground, 
In a deepe deluc, farre from the vcw of day, 
That of no lining wight he mote be found, 
When so he counscld widi his sprights encoin* 
past round. g 

And if thou cuer happen that same way 
To traucll, goe to see that dreadful! place : 

It is on hideous hollow caue (they say) 

Vnder a rocke that lyes a little spee ] 

From the swift Bany^ tombling downe apace, i 
Emongst the woodie hillcs of I^nntcntre : 

But dare thou not, I charge, in any cuce, 

To 'enter into that same balcfull fiowre, 

For fear the rruell Feends should thee vnwarcs 
deijowre. ^ 

Rut standing high aloft, low lay thine care, 
And there such ghastly noise of yron chaincs, 
AndbnujcnCaudronsthoushaltromblinghearc, 
Which thousand sprights with long enduring 
Paine'S 

Doe tosse, that it will stonne thy feeble braincs, 
And ofU^ntime> great groin's, and gricuoas 
stounds, 

Whentoohugctoilcandlabourthemamstraincs: 
And oftentimes loudstrokc's,andringingsounds 
From vnder that deej^e Rocke most horribly 
rebounds. 

10 

The aiusc st)me say is ihU : A litlc while 
Ik'fore that Mfrltn dyde, he did intend, 

A bniscn wall in cniujias to compile 
About Cairmtmiin, and did it commend 
Vnto these .Sprights, to bring to {xjrfect end. 
During which worke the Lidic of the Lake, 
Wliom long he louM, for him in liast did send. 
Who thereby forst his workcincn to forsake, 
Tlicm hound till his leturne, their labour not to 
slake. 

-In t he mcane time t h rough tluit false La<l u-s t rame. 
He was surprisd, and buried vnder bearc, 

Ne eiier to his worke rctumd againe : 
Nath’lesse those feends may not tlieir worke 
forbeare, 

So greatly his commaundement they feare. 
But there doc toyle and tmuell day and night, 
VntiU that brasen wall they vp doc rcare : 
For kieriin had in Magicke more insight, 
fhen euer him before or after lining wight. 


12 

For he by words tTiuld call out of the sky 
Both Sunne and Moone, and make them him 
obay : 

Tlie land to sea, and sea to maincland dry, 
Anddarkesome night he eke could tumc loiiy : 
Huge hostes of men he could alone dismay, 
And hostes of men of meanest things could 
frame, 

When so him list his emmies to fray : 

That to this day for terror of his fame, 

The feends do quake, when anv him to them 
does name. 

\nd sooth, men say that he was not the sonne 
Of mortall Syre, or other liuing wight, 

But wondrotisly begotten, and begonne 
l^y false illusion of a guilcfull Spright, 

Oil a faire I^die Nonne, that whilome hight 
Matilda, daughter to Pubidtu^, 

W'ho was the Lord of Mallirauall by right, 
And coosen vnto king Ambrosias : 

WTicnce he indued was with skill so maruellous. 

14 

They here ariuing, staid a while without, 

Nc durst adiunture rashly in to wend, 

But of their lirst intent pan make new dout 
I For drt*ad of d.iunger, which it might portend: 
Vntill the liardie Mayd (with louc to frend) 
First entering, the drcadfiill Mage there found 
I IX*c|)e busied Ixiut wcjrke of wondrous end, 

I And writing strange characters in the ground. 
With whichthestubbom feends he to his seruice 
bound. 

15 

He nought was moued at their entrance bold: 
For of their romming well he west afore, 

Yet list them bid their blJsJ^t^sc to vnfokl, 
As if ought in this world in secret store 
Were from him hidden, or vnknownc of yore. 
Then Clvue thus, Let not it thee offend. 
That we thus rashly through thy darkesome 
dorc, 

Vnwarcs haue prest : for cither fatall end. 
Or other mightie cause vs two did hither send. 

16 

He bad tell on ; And then she thus began. 
Now hauc three Moonos with borrow’d 
brothers light, (wan, 

Thrice sliined faire, and thrice seem’d dim and 
Sith a sore euill, which this virgin bright 
Tormenleth, and doth plonge indolefull plight, 
First rooting tooke ; but what thingit mote bee, 
Or whence it sprong, I cannot r^ aright : 
But this I read, that but if rernedee 
TTiou her afford, full shortly I her dead shall see. 
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Therewith th’Enchaunter loitly gan to smyle 
At her smooth speecha, weetmg inly well, 

That she to him disBembled womanish guyle, 
And to her said, Beldame, by that ye tell, 

More need of leach-craft hath your Damozell, 
Then of my skill ; who helpe may haue else- 
where, 

In vainc seekes wonders out of Magicke spell. 
Tli’old woman wox half blanck, those words to 
iK-are ; 

And yet was loth to let her purpose plaiiic 
appeare. ,3 

And to him said. If any leaches skill, 

Or other learned meanes couKl hauc redre-^t 
This my dearc daughters dccix* engrailed ill, 

( ertes I should be loth thee to molest : 

Hut this Sad euill, which doth her infest, 

Doth course of naturall cause farre exceed, 
And housed is within her liollow brest, 

That cither sccmis some cursed witches deed, 
Or euill sptight, that in lier doth such torment 
breed. 

The wisard could no lengcr bcare her bord, 
liut hrustmg forth in laughter, to licr sayd ; 
(tlautr, what needs tlu.s cojourable word, 

To clokc thccaase, tliat hath it sclfe bewrayd? 
Ne yc fairc BrUmartts, thus arayd, 

More hidden are, then Sunne in cloudy vclc; 
Whom thy «ood fortune, hauing fate obayd, 
Hath hither brought, for succxiur to appcle : 
Tlic whicli the powres to thee are plca^ to 
reuclc. 

20 

Ihe doubtfull Mayd, seeing her scUc descryde, 
Was all abasht, and her pure yuorv 
Into a clc-are Carnation suddcinc <l)de ; 

As faire Aurora ri-ing liaslily, 

Doth by her blushing tell, that she did lyc 
’ 11 night in old Ti:honus fro^n lx*d, 

Whtreof she scemes ashamed inwardly. 

Hut her old Nourse was nought didiarlcned, 
Hut vauntage made of that, which Mrritn had 
ared. 

And sayd, Sith then thou knowc*-t all our gru Ic. 
I For wliat doest not thou know ?) of grace 1 

Fitly our plaint, tnd yield vs meet reliefc. 
With tliat the Pre^het still awhile did stay, 
And then his spiriie thus gan forth display ; 
Mofrt noble Virgin, that by fataJl lore 
Hast leam’d to loue, let no whit thee dismay 
The hard begin, that meets thee in the dore, 
And with $ha^ 6 ts ihy tender hart oppreiseth 
sore. 


22 

For so must all things excellent bevin, 

And eke enrooted deepe must be that Tree, 
Whose big embodied braunchos shall not liii, 
Till they to hcuucns hight forth streldied bee. 
For from thy wombe a famous I^rogcnic 
Shall spring, out of the auncient I'rotan blood. 
Which sliall rcuiue the sleeping mcmoiK 
Of those samcantiquc I’eres tlie heaucnslirood, 
Which Greeke and Asian riuers stained with 
their blood. 

23 

Renowmed kings, and sacred Enij^erours, 

Tliy fruit lull Olspring, shall from thee descend; 
lirauc Cantiuncs, and most mighty warriour^, 
Tliat shah their ronqui^sts through all lands 
extend, 

And their decayed kingdomes shall amend : 
'Flic feeble Britons, broken with long warre. 
They shall vj)re.are, and mightily defend 
Again.st their forrein foe,that comes from farre, 
Till vniuersill jx^ace comjxmnd all duill iarre. 

It wfLS not, IlrUoffUirt, ihv wandring eye, 
Glauncing vnwarc’s in ihanncd looking gift*, 
But Uh* strcight course of hcaucnly dt'stiny. 
Led with etcrnall proukknee, llml has 
Guided thy glaunce, to bring his will to pa‘ : 
Ne is thy fate, ne is thy fortune ill, 

To loue the prowest kniglit, that cucr ww, 
Therefore submit thy wa>es vnlo his will, 
And do by all ilcw meanes thy destiny fulfill. 

25 

Hill rc.ul fs.n(i Claurr) thou M.'igitian 
What meanes shall she out secke, or wlint 
w.ayes take ? 

How shall she know, how shall she find 1 la- 
man ? 

Or w hat needs her to toylc, silh fates can mak'^ 
Way for themsclucs, their purpose to partake^ 
Then Merlin thus ; Indeed the fates arc fiitne, 
And mav not shnnek, though all the world do 
shake : 

Vet ought mens goex] endeuours them confirmc, 
Ar.d guide the hrauenly causes to their con- 
stant terme 

The man whom heauens hauc ordaynd to Ix'C 
Tlic spouse of Brilofnarit is Arihe^all : 

He wonneth in the land of hayerte, 

Vet is no hary borne, ne sih at all 
To Elfcs, but Sfjrong of seed tcrrchlnall, 

And whilome by false Fanes stolne away. 
Whiles yet in infant aadlc he did crall ; 

Ne other to hiroselfe is knownc this day, 

But that he by an Fife was gotten of a ray. 
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But sooth he is the sonne of Gorlois, 

And brother vnto Coder Cornbh king, 

And for his warlike feates renownied is, 

Krom where the day out of the sea doth spring, 
Vntill the closure of the Eucning. 

From thence, him firmely bound with faithfull 
band, 

'I’o this his natiue soyle thou backe shalt bring, 
Strongly to aide his countrey, to withstand 
Tlie |jowrc of forrein I’aynims, which inuade 
thy land. 

28 

Great aid thereto his niighly puissaunce, 

And dreaded name shall giuc in lliat sad day ; 
Where also proofe of thy prow valiaunce 
Thou thcnshalt make, t’ increase thy louerspray . 
Long tirncye lx)l h i n ar nu-ssludl beat e great sway , 
Till thy wombi*s burden thee from tlunulo rail, 
And his last fate him from ihce take away, 
'foo rathe cut off by pr.icti^c crinunall 
Of secret foes, that him shall make in rnischiefe 
fall. 

29 

With thee yet shall he leauc for memory 
Of his late jxiissaunce, his Image dead, 

That lining him in all actiuity 
To thee shall reprtsent. He from the head 
Of his coosin Constanims without dread 
.Shall t.ikc the crowne, that was his fathers right , 
Andthercwithcrownchimsolfeinth'othcrsstcad: 
Then shall he is.scw forth with drradfull might. 
Against his Saxon foes in bloudy field to fight. 

I ike as a Lyon, that in drowsie raue 
Hath long timeslept.himsclfe sosliall heshake, 
Andcommingforth.shallsprodhisbannerbraue 
Ouer the troubled .South, that it shall make 
The warlike Mertians for frarc to quake : 
Thrise shall he fight with them, and twlse shall 
win, 

But the thinl lime shall fairc accordaunce make: 
And if he then with victorie can lin, 

He shall hisdayeswith i)cacc bring tohisearthly 
In. 

3 * 

His sonne, liight Vorttpore, sliall him sucocede 
fn kingdome, but not in felicity ; 

Yet shall he long time warre with happy speed, 
And with great honour many battels try : 

But at the last to th’importimity 
Of froward fortune sliall be forst to yield 
But his sonne shall full mightily 
Auen^ hisfatherslosse, withspeareanashield, 
A«k 1 his proud foes discomfit in victorious field. 


Behold the man, and tell me Britomart, 

If ay more goodly aeature thou didst see ; 
How hke a Gyaunt in each manly jiart 
Bcares he himselfe with portly maiestee, 
That one of th’old Heroes seemes to bee : 

He the six Islands, comprouinciall 
In aunaent times vnto great Bntainee, 

Shall to the same reduce, and to him call 
Their r.undry kings to do their homage seucrall 

33 

All which his sonne Careliais awhile 
.Shall well defend, and Saxons |X)wre supprcisc, 
Vntill a straunger king from vnknowne soyk 
Arriuing, him with multitude oppreivse ; 
Great Gormond, hauing with huge mightinis>c 
Ireland subdewd, and therein fixt his throne, 
Like a swift Otter, fell through emplines.se. 
.Shall ouerswim the sea with many one 
Of lus Norucyscs, to assist tlie Britons font*. 

M 

He in his furie all sliall ouerrunne, 

And holy Church with faithlesse hands defan*. 
That thy sad people vttcriy fordonne, 

.Shall to the vtmost mountaincs fly ajiacc 
Was neuer so great wast in any place, 

Nor so fowle outrage doen by liumg men 
For all thy Cities they shall Siickc and raa-, 
And the grccne grasse, tliat growelh, thiv 
shall bren, 

I That euen the wild beast shall dy in siarueddcn 


\Mulcs thus thy Britons do in languour |>ine, 
Proud Ethrldred shall from the North arise. 
Seruing th’ambitious will of Augustine, 

And passing Dee with hardy entcrf)rLsc, 

.Shall backe rej mlsc the v'aliaunt Brocknelltwt^i' 
And Bangor with massacral Martyrs fill ; 

But the third time shall rew his foolhardise . 
For Cadwan pittying his |x«plts ill, 

Shall stoutlv him defeat, and thousand Saxons 
kill. 

3f> 

But after him, Cadwalltn mightily 
On his sonne Edmn all those wrongs sliall wreake . 
Ne sliall auaile the wicked sorcery 
Of false PelliU, his purposes to breake, 

]^t him shall slay, and on a gallowcs bleake 
Shall glue th’enchaunter bis vnbappy hire ; 
Then shall the Britons,Utedismaydai^ weake , 
From their long vassalage gin to respire, 

And on their Pbynim foes auenge their ranckled 
ire. 




Qani, 

Ne shall he yet his wiith so mitigate, 

Till both the sonnes ol Edwin he haue slaine, 
Offruke and Osruke, twinnes vnforl unale, 
Both slaine in battell vpon Layburne plainc, 
Together with the kin^ of LouiIiianCf 
night AdtHf and the long of Orkcnv, 

Both ioynt partakers of tlieir fatall jaine : 
But Penda, fearefull of like desteny, 

<iliall yield liim selfc liis liegeman, and sweare 
Kalty. 

3 ^ 

Hun sliall he make liis fatall Instrument, 
T’alllict tlie otlier Saxons vnsubdewd ; 
lie nmehing forth with fury insolent 
.\gainst the good king Oswald^ who mdewd 
WiUi hcauenly |X)wre, and by Angels rtskewd, 
All liolding CTOsscs in their liands on bye, 
?)hiill him defeate withouten bloud inibrewd: 
Of whuh, tliat held for cndlc-ssc memory, 
Shall lleuenJUld be cald to all posterity. 


Where at Cadwalltn wroth, sliall forth issew. 
And an huge hoste into Northumber lead. 
With which he godly Oswald sluU subdew, 
And crownc with inartyrdome his sacred 
head. 

Whose brotlier daunted with like dread, 
With price of silucr shall his kingdome buy, 
\nd Penda, seeking him adowne to tread, 
Sliall tread adowne, and do him fowly dye. 
But sliall with gifts his Lord Cadwallin piacify. 


»S7 

•(j 

Then woe, and woe, and cucrlasting woe, 
lie to the Briton babe, that slialbe honw, 

To hue in ihraldome of liis fathers foe ; 

Late King, now caj)tiuc,laleI.ord, now forloriic, 
The worlds reproeh, the eruell vieiois stxirnc, 
Ikiiiisht fromlTineelylKiwre to waslfiill wood: 
0 wlio sludl hcl[)e me to lament, and mourne 
The royall send, the antique Irotan blood, 
Whose Empire lenger berc,then cucr any stood. 

43 . , 

'file DamzcH was full decjx* cnijmsioiuxl. 

Both for hb gricfe, and lor her j>eonk'S !»ake, 
W’li(>>c future wot^s so plainc he fa.sliioned. 
.\nd sighing sore, at length him thus bcsjiakt , 
Ah but will beauens fury neucr slake. 

Nor vcngeauncc huge relent it selfe at lost f 
Will not long misery late mercy make, 

Bui slull their numc fur eucr be defast, 

And (jiiitc fiom of the earth their rnc'rnory lx* 
rast? 

44 . 

Nay but the Icnnc (said he) is limited, 

That in this thraldome Unions slmll abule, 
And tlic iust reuolijtion measured, 

Hut they as Straiingers sliallx? nolifidc. 
Eortwisefourchundrrlhyt'urcssliallicsnpplide. 
?>e they to former rule restor’d shall)ce. 

And their imi)ortune fatrs all satisfide : 

Yet during tins their most obscuritce. 

Their Ix'anRs shall oft breake forth, that men 
Uiem faire may sec. 
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Tlicn shall Cadualltn dye, and then the ramc 
Of Unions eke with him altonce shall dye ; 
Ne shall the good CadwaUadii with paine, 

Or [Kjwrc, be hable it to remedy, 

Wlien the full time prefixt by Jestiny, 

"'lullie expird of Unions rc-giment. 

1 or heauen it selfe sEill their succcsse enuy, 
^nd them with plagues and murrins |)estilent 
^ f>nsume, till all their warlike puissaunce be 
spent. 

41 

» et after all these sorrowes, and huge hills 
dying people, dunng eight yeares space, 
CadwaJktder not yielding to his ills, 
f rom Amoricke, where long in wretched 
cace 

He liu’d, returning to his natiuc place, 
hhalbc by visum staid from his intent : 

For th’hraucns haue decreed, to displace 
The BriUmfj for their sinnes diew punishment, 
Awl to the Saxons ouer-giuc their gouemment. 


Eor Rhodorukc, wlK)hc surnarnc sliallx* Great, 
Sliall of him sdfc a brimc uisamfile shew, 
lint Saxon kings Ins friendship sliall inlreal , 
And Ilovrll Dha sliall goodly well indew 
'Hie saluage minds with skill of iust and trew ; 
Tlien GnJJylh Conan abo shall vp rearc 
His dreaded hi iul, and the old sfxirkcs renew 
Of natiuc courage, that Ins foes shall fcare, 
Ixust backc agame the kingdome lie from them 
should bcarc. 

4b 

Ne sliall the Saxons stlues all fx-Jictably 
Enioy the crowne, winch lliey from Britons 
wonne 

First ill, and after ruled wickc'dly : 

For ere two hundred yeart‘S be lull outronne, 
There shall a Kauen far from rising Sunne, 
With his wide wings vf»on them fiercely fly, 
And bid his faithlcssc chickens ouerronne 
Tlic fruithill plaincs, and with fell cruelty, 

In their auenge, tread downc the vktouri fur- 
quedry. 
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Yet shall a third both tnese, and thine subdew ; 
There shall a Lyon from the sea-bord wood 
Of Neustrta come roring, with a aew 
Of hungry whelpes, his battailous bold brood. 
Whose cLtwcs were newly dipt in auddy blood, 
That from the Daribke I’yrants head shall rend 
Th’vsurpefi crownc, as if that he were wood, 
And the spoile of the countrey conquered 
Emongst his young ones shall diuide with 
bountyhed. 

Tho when the terme is full accomplishid, 

ITierc shall a sparke of fire, which hath long- 
while 

Ikne in his ashes raked vp, and hid, 

Be freshly kindled in the fruitfull lie 
Of Mona, where it lurkc'd in exile ; [flame, 
Which shall breake forth into bright burning 
And reach into the house, that bcarcs the stiJc 
Of royall maiesty and soueraigne name ; 

So shall the Briton bloud their crowne againe 
reclame. 
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Thenceforth eternall vnion shall be made 
Betweene the nations different afore. 

And sacred Peace shall louingly jx*rswade 
'The warlike minds, to leamc her goodly lore, 
And ciuile arrnes to exercise no more : 

Then shall a royall virgin mine, which shall 
Stretch her while rod ouer the Bdguiu shore, 
And the great ( astle smite so sore with all, 
Tluit it shall make him sliake, and shortly 
learne to fall. 


At last the Nourse in her foolhardy wit 
Conceiu'd a bold deuise, and thus bespoke ; 
Daughter, 1 deemc that counseil aye most fit, 
Tliat of the tune doth dew aduauntage take ; 
Ye sec that good king Viher now doth make 
Strong warre vpon the Paynim brethren, hight 
Ocla and (ha, whom he lately brake 
Ikside Cayr Veroiame, in victorious fight, 
That now all Brikmie doth bume in arrnes 
bright. 
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That therefore nought ou r passage may empeach , 

l>et vs in feigned arrnes our selucs disguize, 
And our weake hands (whom need new 
strength shall teach) 

'Yhe dreudfull speare and shield to exercize : 
Nc certes daugliter that same warlike wize 
I weene, would you misseenie ; for ye bene tall, 
And large of limlie, t’atchieue an hard empri/e, 
Nc ougiit ye want, but skill, which praclizt^ 
small 

Will bnng, and shortly make you a mayd 
Martial!. 
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And sooth, it ought your courage much inflame, 
To hearc so often, in that royall hous, 

From whence to none mfenour yc came, 
Bards tell of many women valorous 
Whirli h.Tuc full many feats aduenturous 
Porformd, in paragone of proudest men : 

The Ddd Bundiua, whose victorious 
Exploitsma/le Rome to quake, stout Guendolen, 
Renowmed Mariia, and redoubted EnmtUn 


But yet the end Is not. There Merlin stayd. 
As oucroomen of the spirites [wwre, 

Or other ghastly spectacle dlsmayd, 

That secretly he saw, yet note discoure ; 
Which suddein fit, and halfe extatick stoure 
When the two fcarcfull women saw, they grew 
Greatly confused in bchauiourc ; 

At last the fury past, to former hew 
Hec turnd againe, and chearefull iQQks(ascarst) 
did shew. 
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Then, when them selucs they well instructed had 
Of all, that netHlrtl them to be inquird. 

They both concciuing hope of comfort glad. 
With lighter hearts N-nto their home rctird ; 
Where they in secret counsel! close conspird, 
How to effect so hard an enterprize, 

And to posscsse the purpose they desird : 
Now this, now that twixt them they did deuise. 
And diuerse plots did frame, to miske in strange 
disguise. 


And that , which more then all the rest may sway, 
I.ate dayes ensample, which these eyes oelield, 
In the Last field before Mmada 
Which Viher with those forrein Pagans held. 

1 saw a Saxon Virgin, the which fold 
Great Vlfin thrise V|X>n the bloudy nlaine, 
And had not Carados her hand withncld 
From ra.sh reuengc, she had him surely slaine, 
Yet Cflroifw himselfe from herescaptwith paine. 

. 56 

Ah read, (quoth Brilomari) how is she hi^t ? 
Faire Aniiela (qiwth she) men do her call. 

No whit lessc faire, then terrible in fight : 
She hath the leading of a Martiall 
And mighty people, dreaded more then all 
The other taxons, which do for her sake 
And loue, thcmselues of her name Angles call. 
Therefore faire Infant her ensample make 
Vnto thy selfe, and equall courage to thee take- 
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Her liarty words so deepe into the mynd 
Of the young Damzell sunke, that great desire 
Of warlike armes in her forthwith they tynd, 
And generous stout coura^ did inspire, 

That she resolu’d, vnweeting to her Sire, 
Aduent’rous knighthood on her sclfe to don, 
And counseld with her Nourse, her Maidcsattin.' 
To turnc into a massy habergeon, 

And bod her all things put in readinesse anon. 

5 ^ 

•ni’old woman nought, that needed, did omit ; 
But all tilings did conueniently puruay : 

It fortuned (so lime thdr turne did ht) 

A Ixind of Britons ryding on forray 
Few dayes before, had gotten a great pray 
Of Saxon goods, emongst the which was bcenc 
A gtxxlly Armour, and full rich aray, 

Which long’d to Angela, the Saxon ^cene, 
All fretted round with gold, and goodly well 
beseene. 

The same, with all tlic other ornaments, 

King Ryenee caiistxl to be hanged hy 
In his cliiefe Church, for endlessc moniments 
Of his successe and gladfull victory : 

Of which her sclfe auising readily, 

In th’eucning late old Glaua thither led 
Fairc Bniomart, and tliat same Armory 
Downc taking, her llierein apjxireled, 

Well as she might, and with brauc biiuldrick 
garnished. 

6o 

Beside those armes tlicre stood a mighty sj^carc, 
\Miich Bladud made by Magick art of yore, 
And vsd the same in battell aye to IxMrc ; 
Sith which It had bin here prcscru’d in store, 
For his great vertues proued long afore : 

For neuer wight so fast in sell couhi sit. 

But him perforce vnto the ground it Iwre : 
both speare she tookc, and shield, which hong 
by It : 

Both speare and shield of great powre, for her 
purpose fit. 

Thus when she had the virgin all arayd, 
Another harnesse, which dui hang thereby, 
About her selfc she dight, tliat the young Mayd 
She might in equal) armes accompany, 

And as her Squire attend her carefully : 

Tho to their ready Steeds they dombe full 

light. 

And through back wayes, that none might 
them espiy, 

^oucred with secret doud of silent night, 
'wnsclues they forth conuayd, and passed 
forward right. 


02 

I Nc rested they, till that to Faery kmd 
They came, as Merltn them dirmwl late : 

VV here meeting with this Reticrosse knight, she 
Of diiiersc things discoursi-s to dilute, [foiKl 
But most of Arihegall, and lus estate. 

At List their wayes so h li, that they motepart: 
Then each to oilier well ullectioimlc, 
Frundshij) proft^sctl with vnlaimd hart, 

The Redetosse knight diuerst, but forth roik 
BrtlotmrI. 

Caul. nil. 

Bold Marinell of BrUomari, 

Is ihrmime on the Rich strand i 
h'aire Flortmdl of Arthur is 
I^tig followed, but not fond. 

1 

Where is the Antique glory now bcc'omc, 

That whilomc wont in women to aj>|x»rc ? 
Where be the brauc alchieuemciUs doen by 
some ? 

Where l)e the Ixiltels, where the sliicld and 
s|)carc, 

Andall thcconqiicsl'i, which them highdidrcarc, 
'I'hat matter made for famous Poets verse, 
And boastful! men so oft aboslit to hcarc f 
Bene they all dead, and laid in dolefull herse ? 
Or doen they oncly slec|x*, and shall againc 
rtuerse f 

2 

If they be dead, then woe is me therefore : 

But if they dcx|x-, 0 let them soonc awake: 
For all too long I burnc with enuy sore, 
Tohcarc the warlike fi*alcs, which //(were spake 
Of lx»Id Penthesilec, winch made a lake 
Of Greekxsh bloud so oft in Troian plainc ; 
But when I read, how stout Dehora strakc 
Proud Stsna, and how CamilT hath slainc 
The huge Orsilochus, I swell with great disdaine. 

V>t these, and all that else had puissaunce, 
Cannot with noble Britomart cornfxirc, 

Aswell for glory of great valiaunce. 

As for pure rhaslitie and vertue rare, 

That all her gfjoflly deeds do will declare. 
Well worthy stock, from whuh the branches 
sprung, 

That in late ycares so faire a blossomc bare, 
As thee, 0 (^ueenc, the matter of my song, 
Whose lignage from this Lady 1 deriue aloDg. 
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Who when through speeches with the Redcrosse 
knight, 

She learned had th’estate of ArlhegaU, 

And in each point her scl/e infornid arii^dit, 

A friendly league of loue |x.‘f{>ctiull 

She with him bound, and Congk tooke withall 

'fhen he forth on hi'i lourney did proceede, 

'I’o seeke aduentures, which mote him befall, 
And win him worship through his warlike deed, 
Whichaiwayesof his jjairiis hemade tlie chiefest 
meed. ^ 

But Brttormrl kept on her former com^e, 

Ne cuer dofte her armes, but all the way 
Grew jx*nsiuc through that amorous discourse, 
By whidilhe/i?edcro5it’ knightdid e^arst display 
Her louers shape, and cheiialrous aray , 

A thousand thoughts she fashioned in her mind, 
And in her feigning fancie did (xiurtray 
Him su(h, as fittest she for loue could lind. 
Wise, warlike, [xr'.onablc, curleous, and kind. 

6 

With such selfe-[)leasing thoughts her wound 
she fed, 

And thought so to iK'guih her grieuous smart . | 
Butsohersnurt wasnuuh morcgrituousbr d, 
And the deejic wound more deejR,* engord lar | 
hart. 

That nought but death her dolour motedeiurt 
So forth she rode without re|K»v’ or rest, 
.Searclung all lands uid ca( h ranoUsl jxirt, 
Following the guidance ol htr blinded guist, 
Till tlut to the sea-eoa-sl at length she her 
addrest. 
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'Hiere she alighted from her light -fwt Ixast, 
.\nd silting dowuj v[K)n the ro(kv short, 
liad her old Sijuire vnlace her loltv creast ; 
Tho liauing vewd a while the surges hore, 
'Fhat gainst the er.iggy thlts did lou ily rore. 
Ami in their r.iging surijmsjry di'alaMid, 

1 flat the fast tsirth alfronted llum so sore, 
And their deununng loueti/e restr.ivnd, 
riiereal she sighed dee|x.', and after thus coin- 
pbynd. ^ 

Huge sea of sorrow, and temjx'stuous gnete, 
Wherein my fiYblc lurki l^ tos.M.<l long, 

Far from the hojKd hauen of rehefe, 

Why do thy cruell billowts? Ixat so strong, 
Andthymoystmountainese-acfionothersthrong. 
'Phrcalning to swallow v^) niv ftarefull life ? 

0 do thy cruell wrath and spighttull wrong 
At lenph allay, and stmt thy stormy .strife, 
Which in these troubled bowels raignes, and 
rugeth rife. 


I For else my feeble vessel! crazd, and crack t 
/ Ihrough thy strong buffets and outragfout 
f blowes, 

Cannot endure, but needs it must be wrackt 
On the rough rocks, or on the sandy sliallowi*' , 
The whiles tluit loue it stc res, and fortune rowe^ , 
Loue my lewd Pilot liath a restksse mind 
And fortune lioteswaine noassurauna’knowr 
But s;ule withouten starres gainst tide anti 
wind . 

How am they other do, sith both are bold .an; 
blind 

10 

Thou God of winds, tluit raignc'st in the sta^, 
That raignest also in the (out merit. 

At last blow vp some gentle gale of ease, 

'ine which may bring my ship, ere it be rtnt. 
Vnto the gladsome jxirt of her intent : 

Tlien when I shall my sc-lfe in safety see, 

A t.ible for eteriull moniment 
Of thy great grace, and my grt-at leopardti. 
Great XcfHunt, I auow to hallow \nto thet. 

] I 

Tlien siglimg softly sore, and inly deepc, 

She shut vp all her plaint m priuy griefe . 

For her great (ourage would not let her wtqi , 
Till tluit olil (jlaiur gari with sliar|)e repri' !( 
H( r to restrame, and giiie her good rehefe. 
'rhrough hojie of those, whieh Merlin had lur 
told 

.'should of her luime ami nation be chicfe. 

And f( l( h thf ir In mg from the sacred moi I'l 
Of herimmort.illwornl)e',to be in heauenenrek 

12 

^'hll^ .L> she her recomlortefl, she spyde. 

Where farre away one .dl m armour bright. 
Witli luistie gallop towards her did ryde . 

Her dolour sexine she ceust, and on her dight 
Her Helmet, to her ('ourser mounting light 
Her former sorrow mto suddem wratli, 
liotli eoex'ii javsions of distroublcd spnght. 
t onuertmg, forth she Ixates the dusiie patli 
Loue and ele'spight attonce her courage kindled 
liath 

•As when a feigge mist liath oucrcast 
Hie t.ice of he.iuen, ami the cle-are aire cng^c^t. 
The world m darkcncsse dwels, till that at In'-! 
The watrv .'viuthwinde from the sealxird co^t 
\ |)bl()wing, doth disfxrse the va|) 0 ur lo’st, 
.And {Xrtircs it selfe forth in a stormy showrc , 
So the fdire Briloimirl liauing disclo’st 
Her dowdy care into a wrathfull stowre, 

The must of gnefe dissolu’d, did mto vengeanct 
powre. 
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E/tsoones her goodly shield addressing faire, 
That mortall speare she in her hand did take, 
And vnto batteiJ did her selfe prepaire. 

The knight approcbing, sternely her bcspake , 
bir knignli tliat doest thy voyage rashly make 
By this forbidden way in my despight, 

Nc doest by others death ensample take, 

I read thecsoone retyre, whiles thou hast might , 
U-ast afterwards it be too late to take thy Hight. 




I 

/ Whiles thus he lay in deadly sStcuiisliment, 
Tvdings hereof (ume to his mothers eaie ; 
Ills mother was the lilacke ltrowd CyinmU, 
The daughter of great AVrras, which did Ixtiic 
This warlike sonne vnto an carthiv jx-are, 
The lamous Dumartn ; who on a day 
Finding the Nymph a slape in scirel wlieare, 
As he by cliaimce did wander llul same wa\, 

Was taker, w ith her lone, and bv her ilo«‘lv 


[ Ythnid with deepe disdaine of his proud threat, 
! bhe shortly thus ; Fly they, thiU need to fly ; 
Words fcaren babes. I mcanc not thee cntrent 
To passe ; but maugre tlR“e will passe or dy. 
Nc lender stayd for th'othcr to reply. 

But with sharpe speare the rest made dearly 
knowne. 

Strongly the straunge knight ran, and sturdil) 
Strookc her full on the Brest, that made her 
downe 

Ufline her head, and touch her crouper with 
her crowne. , 

i6 

Blit she againe him in the shield did smite 
With so fierce furie and great puissaunce, 
Tlial through his threesquare scucliin [Krnng 
quite, 

Ar.d through his mavled hauberque, bv mis- 
cliaunce [glaiince , 

The wicked steile through his left side did 
Him so transfixed she bcTore her bore 
lieyond his croupe, the length of all her launce. 
Till sadly souemg on the sandie shore. 

He tombled on an heape, and waliowd in his 
gore. 

T7 

Bike as the sacred Oxe, that carelesse stands, 
Wiihgiklcn home's, and How rvgirlondscrownd, 
Broud of his dying honrr and deare Ixinds, 
WTilestlTaltarsfiimewiihfrankinrensctirowiKj, 
All suddenly with mortall stroke astownd, 

1 >of hgroucling fall, and with hisstreaminggnre 
I homines the pillours, and the holy growiid, 
And the faire IIowtcs, that decked him afore ; 
^ fell proud MarttuU qxin the prctious shore 

; i8 

I martiall Mayd stayd not him to lament, 

I I'ut forward rode, and kept her rcadic way 
Mong the strond, which as she oucr-went, 

'^he saw bestrewed all with rich aray 

pearles and pretious stones of great assay. 
And all the grauell mixt with golden owre ; 
\^’hercat she wondred much , but would not stay 
For gokJ,orperlc8,or pretious stones an bowre, 
Fut i hem despised all ; for all was in her powrc 
SPENSER 
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There he this knight of lier Ingot, whom Ikimk 
S he of his lather Martmll did name. 

And in a rocky nine as wight forlorne, 

Ixing lime she fostrinJ vp, till he lieciuiu 
A mighlie man at armes, and mickle fame 
DulgcUhroiigligreatuduintiircsbyhimdoniif : 
For ncuer man he suflred by that same 
Ruh stmui to irauell, whereas he did woniw, 
But tliat h( must do lultell with the S«h 
nymplu's sonne 

21 

An hundred knights of honorable name 
lie liad siilKiew’d, and tliem his vassals niadf , 
Tliat through all Bane lend his noble fume 
Now blazed was, and fcare did all inunde. 
'J'liat none durst passen through that perilous 
glade. 

And to aduanre his name and glorie more, 
Her .Va-gol ‘^vr* •‘he dt arely did jyrswade, 
'r’endowher sonne wit hthreasureandrichstore, 
Bouc all the sonnev, that were of earthly 
W’omUs vln^re 

22 

Tl)er»o<ldKlgTauntbiHdauglitersdc'{ired(riiaund, 
To <locn bis Nephew m all ri< h<i flow ; 
FftsTKim s Ills heajX’d warns he did comn.aiin(i, 
Out of their hollow liosome forth to throw 
All the huge threasure, whuli the sea Im Iow 
H ad in his gmdie gulie ikuourcd diefx , 

And him (nriflinl through the ouerthrow 
And wrtf kev of many wret ( hes,whi( h did wt'CjX', 
And ofuii waile their wealth, wliirh he from 
thdii flid k(( |M. 

n 

Shorllv v|)on tliat shore there hea[X’d wa*^, 
Excel ding nehrs and all jiretioui things. 

Tlie sfioyie of all the world, that it did 
llie wealth of ih’kAst, and fiompc of Persian 
kings ; 

(lold, amber, yuorie, fierles, owrhes, rings, 
And all that else was firetious and deare. 

The sea vnto him voluntary bnngs. 

That shortly he a great Ixird did appeare, 

As was m all the lond of B'aery, or elst-wbcarf. 



[62 


THE III. BOOKE OF THE C^ntJUU 


24 

Thereto he was a doughtie dreaded knight, 
Tryde often to the scath of many deare, 
That none in equall armes him matchen 
might, 

Tlie which his mother seeing, gan to feare 
l^st his too haugfitie hardines might reare 
Some hard mishap, in hazard of his life : 

For thy she oft him coiinscld to forbeare 
The bloudie batudl, and to stirrc vp strife, 
But after all his warre, to rest his wearie knife. 


And for his more assurance, she inquir’d 
One day of Proteus by his mightic spell, 

{T*‘or Proteus was with proplic* le inspir’d) 

Her dearc sonnes destinie to her to tell, 

And tlic sad end of her sweet Marttiell. 

Wfio tliroiigh foresight of his eternall skill, 

Bad her from womankind to ka'jie him well ; 
For of a woman he should luue much ill, 

A virgin strange and stout him should dismay, 
or kill. 

26 

For thy she gaue him warning eucry day, 

Phe louc of women not to entertame ; 

A lesson too loo hard for liuing day, 

From lone in course of nature to relraine : 

Yet he his mothers lore did well ret.unc, 

And eiier from faire Ladies louc did lly ; 

Yet many Ladies faire did oft eomplaine, 
That they for loue of him would sdgat^'s dv : 
Dy, who so list for him, he was loues cnimy. 

27 

But ah, who can decciue his destiny, 

Or weenc by warning to auoyd his fate } 

That when he sleciK’s in most security, 

And safest sccnies, him soonest doth amate, 
And lindtfth dew effect or soone or late. 

So feeble is the powre of fleshly armc. 

His mother b.id him womens louc to liatc, 

For slie of woirums fora* did fe.irc no harmc : 
So weening to luue ann'd him, she did quite 
disume. 

28 

This was that woman, this that deadly wound. 
That Proteus prophecule should him dismav, 
llw which his mother vaincly did expound, 
To be hart-wounding loue, which should assav 
To bring her sonne vnto his last decay. 

So tickle be the termes of mortal! state. 

And full of subtile sophismes, which do play 
With double senses, and with false debate, 
rappr oue the vnknowen purpose of eternall 
late. 


29 

Too true the famous Marinell it fownd, 
Wliothrough latetriall,on that wealthy Strond 
Inglorious now lies in senselesse swownd, 
Tlirough heauy stroke of Britomartis bond. 
Which when his mother deare did vnderstond, 

I And heauv tydings heard, whereas site playd 
1 Amongst her watry sisters by a |X)nd, 
Gathering sweet daffadillyes, to liaue made 
Gay girlonds, from the Sun their forheads faire 
to sliadc ; 

30 

I'Jlsxincs both flowres and girlonds farre away 
She flong, and her faire deawy lockes yrent, 
To sorrow huge she turnd her former pby, 
And game-iom tncrlh to gricuous dreriment: 
She threw her selfe downe on tlie Continent, 
No word dill speakc, but lay as in a swowm , 
Whiles all her si-^lers did for her Limcnt, 
With yelling outcries, and with shrickingsowne; 
And euery one did leare her girlond from her 
crownc. 

3^ 

Soone .xs she vp out of her deadly fit 
Arose, she bad her charct to be brought, 

And all her sisters, lliat with her did sit, 

Bad eke attonce their charcts to be sought ; 
Tho full of bitter gricfc and pcnsiuc thought, 
She to her wagon clombe ; clombc all the ri'st, 
And forth together went, with sorrow fraiiglit 
'Hie wanes olxthcnt to their bchc-ast. 

Them yielded readic passage, and their rage 
surceasl. 

32 

Great ^IcplHne stood amazed at their sight, 
WhiKsonhi'.bnud round Ixickctlicy softlyshfl 
And eke hunscKe rnournd at their mcurnfull 
pii-iit, 

Yet wbt not what their wailing ment, yet divl 
For great comjy.i-ssion of their sorrow, bid 
Ills mightie waters to them buxorne bee : 
Lftsooiu^ the roaring billowcs still ahid, 

And .ill the gni'sly Monsters of the Sec 
Stoml gaping at their gate, and wondred them 
to see. 

33 

A teme of Dejlphiiis raunged in aray, 

Drew the smootii charct of sad Cvmoent ; 
They were all taught by TrUon, to obay 
To the long ravne's, at her commaundement : 
As swift as swallowes, on the waues they w'cnt, 
Tfiat their broad flaggiefinnesnofomedid rearc, 
Ne bubbling roundell they behind them sent , 
The rest of other fishes drawen wearc, 

Which with their finny oars the swclbng sea did 
sheare. 
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Soooe as they bene arriu*d vpon the brim 
Of the Rick strand, their charets tlicy forlore, 
And let their temcd fishes softly swim 
Along the margcnt of the fomy shore, [sore 
Least thty their rinnes should bruze,aiidsurlxite 
Iheir lender feet vpon the stony ground : 
And comming to the place, where all in gore 
And cnjddy bloird enwallowetl they found 
TTic lucklessc Marinellj lying in deadly swound ; 

I Its modter swowned thrise, and the third time 
(xHild scarce recouered be out of her paine ; 
Had she not bene dcuoyd of moriall shine. 
She sliould not then haue bene rehu’d againc, 
Hut soone as life recouered had the raine, 

She made so piteous mone and dearc wayinont. 
That the hard rocks couhl scarse from trarcs 
nfraine, 

And all her sister Nymphes with one consent 
Supplide her sobbing breaches with sad coni- 

pkment. . 
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Dcare image of my st‘lfe (she said) that is, 

The wretdied son ne of wretched mother borne, 
Is this thinc high aduauncement, 0 is this 
Th’immortall name, with which thee yet vn- 
Iwrne 

Hiy Cransire Nere^is promist to adornc ? 

Now lyest thou of life and honor reft ; 

Now Ivcst thou a lumpe of earth forlorne, 

Nc of thy late life memory is left, 

Ne can thy irreuocablc destiny be weft ? 
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KaiuI Proteus, father of false prophecis. 

And th< y more fond, that credit to thee giue, 
Not this the worke of womans hand ywis, 
Tlut so dtrjx; wound through these dearc 
members driuc. 

I feared lone : but they that loue do Hue, 

Hut they that die, doc neither loue nor hate. 
Nafh’kssc to thee thy folly I forgiue, 
to my selfc, and to accursed fate 
lit I doc ascribe: dcare wisedome bought 
trw btc. 

' what aiiailes it of immortal) seed 
To l>cene ybred and nener borne to die ? 

^'■re better I it deeme to die with speed, 

Tnt'n waste in woe and wailcfull miserie. 

’’To dyes the vtmost dolour doth abve, 

H'lt wl« that Hues, is left to waile Im losse : 
life is I08K, and death felicitie. 
life worse then glad death : and greater 
^ (engrosse. 

®^f fiends graue, then dead the graueselfe to 




But if the heauens did his dayes'cnuie, 

And my short blisscmaligne, yet mote tliev well 
Thus much afford me, ere that he did die 
'I’hat the dim eyes of my dcare Manitell 
1 mote haue closed, and him IksI farewell, 
.'^illi other offices for mother nuxt 
They would not graunt. 

Yet maulgrc them farewell, my swee test sweet ; 
Karewc II my sweetest sonric, siih we no more 
slmll nic'ct. 
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Thus when they sill lud sorrowed tiieir lill. 
They softly g;in to sc-arth Ins giiesly wouiui : 
And that they might him handw more at will, 
TheyIiimdis.iriiTd,aiKlspre<idiiigonlliegrouiid 
Their wralcliel mantles frindgdwilhsiJiitTround, 
They softly wijit away the gelly bk>od 
From th’orilia* ; which liauiug well v|jlx)und, 
Tiny murd in sower, line baliric, and N’vtar 

(lood both for earthly med’diie, and foi 
hcanciilv hxxl 
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11)0 when the lillv handl'd Ua^ore, 
fllus Aw/’cre whylomc had leafnnl skill 
In leaihes craft, by great A polices lore, 

,S!th her whylomc vjxm high nndus hill, 

He lowed, and at last her wornbe did fill 
With hcaucnly seed, wheri'of wise /’tfionspron^) 
Did feele his pulse, she knew their .stall'd still 
Iv)me lific life his feeble spritw emong ; 

VV liK h to his mother (old, di‘S[)circ she from her 

'^Tlio vj) him t.ikmg in tliiir tinder hands, 
l’h(\ c.isily vnto lur (h.irel U'art : 

Her l< meal lu reommanndi mint quiet stands, 
W lulls they the cor-.c Wilo her wagon reare, 
And strow with flowris the lamentable beare : 
Thin all tlic rest into their cw'lies dim. 

And through the bratkish wanes (fieir passage 
shearc ; 

V(K)n great Nrpiunes riecke they softly swim, 
And to iicr walry chamlxir swiftly i^irry hHii. 

Dcef)c in the Ixittomc of the sea, hei Ixiwre 
Is built of hollow billowes heapeii hye, 
lake to thirke cIoud<*s, that threat a stormy 
shown*. 

And vaiited all within, like to the sky. 

In which the Gods efo dwell eternally : 

There they him laid in I’asie couch wiil dight ; 
And sent in haMe for Tryphnn to apply 
Sallies to hh wounds, ano medirincs of might : 
For Tryphon of sea gods the souerainc b 
hight. 



THE III. BOOKE OF THE C^ni.lIII, 


164 


!he whiles the Nymphes sit all about him round, 
Lamenting; his mishap and heauy plight ; 

And oft his mother vewing his wide wound, 
Cursed the hand, that did so deadly smight 
Her dearest sonne, her dearest harts delight. 
But none of all those curses ouertooke 
The warlike Maid, th^ensample of that might, 
But fairely well she tbriu’d,and welldid brooke 
Her noble deeds, nc her right course for ought 
forsooke. 

45 

yet did false Archtmge her still pursew, 

To bring to passe his mischieuous intent, 

Now that he had her singled from the crew 
Of courteousknights.the Wnce,and Paerygent, 
Whom late in Aace of beautie excellent 
She left, pursewing that same foster strong ; 
Of whow foulc outrage they impatient, 

And full of fiery zeale, him followed long, 

To reskew her from shame, and to rcuenge her 
wrong. 

46 

Through thick and thin, through mountaincs 
and through plains, 

Those two great champions did attonce pursew 
The fearefull damzell, with incessant paines : 
Who from them fled,as light-foot hare from vew 
Ot hunter swift, and sent of houndes trcw. 

At last they came vnto a double way, 

\^cre, doubtful! which to take, her to reskew, 
Themselucs they did dispart, each to assay, 
Whether more happic were, to win so goodly 
pray. 

47 

But Timias, the Princes gentle Sguire, 

That Ladies louc vnto his Lord forlent, 

And with proud enuy, and indignant ire, 
After that wicked foster fiercely went. 

So bcene they three three sundry wayes ybent. 
But fairest fortune to the Prince befell. 
Whose chaunce it was, that soonehedid rc|icnt, 
To take that way, in which that Damozell 
Was fled afore, allraid of him, as feend of hell. 
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But nothing might relent her hastie flight ; 

So deepe me deadly feare of that foule swaine 
Was earst impress^ in her gentle spright : 
Likeasafeareiull Doue, whichthrough theraine. 
Of the wide aire her way does cut amaine, 
Hauing far re off espyde a Tassell gent, 

Which after her his nimble wings doth straine , 
Doubleth her haste for feare to be for-hent, 
And with her pineons cleaues the liquid firma- 
ment. 

5 ® 

With no lessc haste, and eke with no lesse dreed, 
That fearefull Ladie fled from him, that men! 
To her no cuill thought, nor euill deed ; 

Yet former feare of being fowly shent. 
Carried her forward with her first intent • 

And though oft looking backward, well she 
vewd, 

Her selfe freed from that foster insolent, 

And that it was a knight, which now her sewd, 
Yet she no lesse the Imight feard, then tbt 
villein rude. 

His vneouth shield and straungc armes her 
dismay d, 

Whose like in Faery lend were seldome scene, 
That fast she from him fled, no lesse aflrayd 
Tlicn of wilde beastes if she liad chased beent : 
Yet he her followd still with courage keene. 
So long that now the golden Hesp^us 
Was mounted high in top of heauen sheene, 
And warnd his other brethren loyeous. 

To hcht their blessed lamps m lows eteriKiil 

h- 

All suddenly dim woxe the dampish ayre, 

And griesly shadowet couered neauen bright, 
That now with thousand starres was decke<i 
fayre ; 

Which when the Prince bcheld,a lotlifull siph^ 
And that perforce, for want of Icnger light, 
He mote surcease his suit, and lose the hope 
Of his long labour, he gan fowly wyte 
His wicked fortune, that had tumd aslope. 
And cursed night, that reft from him so goodly 
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At last of her farre off he gained vew : 

Tlicn gan he freshly pricke his fomy steed, 
And eucr as he nighcr to her drew, 

So euermore he did increase his speed, 

And of each turning still kept warie heed ; 
Aloud to her he oftentimes did call, 

To doe away vaine doubt, and needlesse dreed: 
Full myld to her he spake, and oft let fall 
Many meeke wordes, to stay and comfort her 
withall. 


Tlio when her wayes he could no more deserv , 
But to and fro at disauenturc strayd ; 

Like as a ship, whose Lodestarre suddenly 
Couered with doudes, her Pilot hath dismayd : 
His wearisome pursuit perforce he stayd, 

And from his loftie steed dismounting low. 
Did let him for^e. Downe himselfe he hyd 
Ypon the grassie ground, to sleepe a throw : 
The cold earth was his couch, the hard steek 
htt pillow. 
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But gentle Slecpe enuyde him any rest ; 

Id stead thereof sad sorrow, and disdaine 
Of his hard hap did vexe his noble brest, 

And thousand fancies bet his idle braine 
With their light wings, the sights of semblants 
vaine: 

Oft did he wish, that Lady faire mote bee 
His Faery Queenc, for whom he did complainc : 
Or that his Faery Queene were such, as shec : 
Aiid cucr liastie Night he blamed bitterlie. 


Night thou foule Mother of annoyance sad, 
Sister of hcauie death, and nourse of woe. 
Which wwt begot in heauen, but for thy bad 
And brutish sha{M thrust downe to hell below, 
Where bv the grim 6oud of Cocytus slow 
Thy dwelling is, in Herebus bkeke hous, 
(Bliudte Herebus thy husband is the foe 
Of all the Gods) where thou vngratious, 

Halfe of thydayca doest lead m horrour hideous. 
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Wliat had th’etemall Maker need of thee, 

The world in his continuall course to keepe. 
That doest all things deface, ne lettest see 
The beautie of his worke ? Indeed in slecpe 
The slouthfull bodie, that doth loue to steepe 
Hislustie^ limbes,anddrownehisbasermind, 
^th praise thee oft, and oft from67ygw«decpc 
dalles thee, his goddesse in his error Wind, 

•Vnd great Dame Natures handmaide, dicaring 
euery kind. 

^ well I wote, that to an hcauy hart 
jwu art the root and nurse of bitter cares, 
weeder of new, renewer of old smarts ; 

In stead of rest thou lendest rayling tcares, 
k stead of slecpe thousendest troublous feares. 
^ dreadfull visions, in the which aliue 
The drcarie image of sad death appcarcs : 

^ from the wearie spirit thou doest driue 
IVMred rest, and men of happincsse depriuc. 

diy m^tle blacke there hidden lye, 
'^t-shonning theft, and traiterous intent, 
^•orred Woudshed, and vile felony, 
jf'^efull deceipt, and daunger imminent ; 
Jile horror, and eke hellLsh drenment ; 

I in (iiy protection bee, 

Jnd light doc shonne, for feare of being shent : 

® of them a^ thee, 

»11 that lewdneve hwe, doe hate the light 
lusee. 


For day discouers all dishonest wtyea, 

And sheweth each thing, as it is indeed : 

The prayscs of high God he faire displayea 
And his brw bountie rightly doth arced. 
Dave'S dearest children be the bk^ssed seed, 
Wluch darknesse shall subdew, and h^uen 
win: 

Truth is his dauj^iter ; he her first did brml, 
Most sacred virgin, witliout s|)ot of sui. 

Our life is day, but death with darknesse doth 
W'gin. 
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0 when will day then turne to me againe. 

And bring with him his long expected light ^ 
0 Titan, haste to reare thy loyous wainc ; 
Speed thee to spied abroad thy beames bright , 
And chase away this too long lingring ni^t, 
Chase her away, from whena* she came.to ndl 
She, she it is, tlmt hath me done d«{Mght : 
There let her with the damned spirits dwell, 
And yecld her roomc today, that can it gouerne 
well. 
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Thus did the Prince that wearie night out weare, 
In restlesse anguish and vnouiet paine : 

And earely, ere the morrow aid vprearc 
His deawy head out of the Ocean mainc. 

He vp arose, as halfe in great disdaine, 

And clomW* vnto his stee<l. So forth he went, 
With hcauic looke and lumpish pace, that 
plaine 

In him bewraid great grudge and mallalenf 
His steed eke seem’d t'apply his stqw to Ins 
intent. 

Cant, V, 

Prince Arthur hares of FMmeU : 

three fosters Timias wound, 

Belphebe finds him almost dead, 
and reareih out of smond, 

I 

Wonder it is to see, in diuerse minds, 

How diuersiy loue doth his pageants play, 
And shewes nis powre in varia^ kinds : 

The baser wit, whose idle thoughts alway 
Are wont to cleaue vnto the lowly day, 

It stirreth vp to sensual! desire, 

And in lewd slouth to wait his carelcsie day : 
But in braue sprite it kindles fpoodly 6rc, 

That to all high desert and hemour dcHth aspire. 
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Ne suffereth it vncorticly idlenesse, 

In his free thought Xo ^ild lier sluggish nest : 
Nc suffereth it thought of vngentlenesse, 

Euer to creepc into nis noble brest, 

But to the highest and the worthiest 
Lifteth it vp, that else would lowly fall ; 

It lets not fall, it lets it not to rest : 

It lets not scarsc this Prince to breath at all, 
But to his first poursuit him forward still doth 
call. 

3 

Who long time wandied through the forrest 
^de, 

To nnde some issue thence, till that at last 
fie met a Dwarfe, that seemed terrifyde 
With some bte perill, which he hardly jxist, 

Or other accident, which him agliast ; 

Of whom he asked, whence he lately came. 
And whither now he trauellcd so fast : 
Forsoreheswat.andrunningthroughthatsjimc 
Thicke fori'st, was bescratcht, and Iwth his feet 
nigh lame. 

4 

Panting for breath, and almost out of hart, 

The Dwarfe him answerd, Sir, ill mote I stay 
To tell the same. 1 lately did dcfwrt 
From Faery court, where I haue many a da) 
Scrued a gentle Lady of great sway, 

And high accompt through out all Elfin land. 
Who lately left the same, and tooke this way : 
Her now I seeke, and if ye vnderstand 
Which way she fared liath, good Sir tell out ol 
hand. 

5 

What mister wiglit (said he) and how arayd 
Royally cbd ((juoth he) m cloth of gold, 

As mcetest may bcsa'tne a noble inayd , 

Her fairc lockcs in rich circlet be cnrold, 

A fairer wight did nevier Sunne behold. 

And on a Palfrey rides more white then snow. 
Yet she her selfc is whiter manifold ; 

'Die surest signe, whereby ye may her know, 
Is, tliat she IS the fairest wight aliue, I trow. 

6 

Now certes swainc (said ho) sneu one I wcenc, | 
Fast Hying through this forest from her fo, ! 
A foule ill fauojured foster, 1 luiue scene ; 

Her scHe, well as I might, I reskewd iho, I 
liut could not stay : so fast slie did foregoe, 1 
Tarried awav with wings of speedy feare. 

Ah dearest C»od (quoth ho) tfut is great woe, 
•And wondrous ruth lo all, that sliall it hcare. 
But Qin ye read Sir, how I may l»er find, or- 
. , where ? 


Cant. F. 
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Perdy me leuer were to weeten that, 

(Said he) then ransome of the richest knight, 
Or all the good that euer yet 1 gat : 

But froward fortune, and too forward Night 
Such happinesse did, maulgrc, to me spight. 
And fro me reft both life and light attonc. 
But Dwarfe aread, what is that Lady bright, 
That through this forest wandreth tlius ak«e , 
For of her errour straunge 1 haue great ruth and 
mone. ^ 

I'hat Lady is (quoth he) where so she bee, 
The l)ountiest virgin, and most debonaire, 
That euer liuing eye I weene did see ; 
iaucs noncthisclay, that may with her compart 
In stedfast cliastitie and vertue rare, 

The goodly ornaments of beautie bright ; 
And is ycleped FhrwKll the faire, 

Fairc hiorundl bclou’d of many a kniglit, 

Yet she lotics none but one, that Marinrll t 
lught. ^ 

A Sca-nymphes sonne, tliat Marimll is higlit, 
Of my dearc Dame is loued dcarely well , 

In other none, but him, she sets delight, 

All her delight is set on Marttull ; 

But he sets nought at .all by Flortmll : 

For ladies loue his mother long ygoc 
Did him, they say, forwarne through saati 
six.*ll. 

But fame now flies, tlut of a forreine f(te 
He b yslaine, which is the ground of all our w(a 

10 

Flue (bye's there lx*, since he (they say) 
sl.unc. 

And foure, since Fbrimell the Court for-wen^ 
And vowed ncucr to rcturnc againe, 

'Fill him aline or dead she did inuent 
Therefore, faire Sir , for loueof kmghlhtKxl ger' 
And honour of trew Indies, if ye mav 
Bv vour gootl counscll, or bold hardinunt, 

Or succour her, or me direct the wav ; 

Do one, or other good, i you most humbly | ra) 

11 

So may )c gaine to you full great rdiowrra 
I Of all good Ladies through the world so wi(i( 
j And liaply in her hart find highest rowint, 

: Of whom ye seeke to be most magnifidc . 

I At least cternall mcede shall you abide. 

! To whom the Prince ; Dwarfe, comfort to t U 
take, 

For till thou tidings learnc, what her Utiot 
1 here auow tlvee neuer to forsake. 

. Ill weares he armes,that nill them vse for Li»d« 
sake. 
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So with the Dwarfe be backe return’d alpine, 
To seeke his Lady, where he mote her iind ; 
But by the way he greatly gan complame 
The want of his go^ Squire Lite left behind, 
For whom lie wondrous ^nsiue grew in mind, 
For doubt of daunger, wfiichmotc him betide ; 
For liim he loued aboue all mankind, 

Ikuing liim trew and faithfull eucr tride, 

And boki, as euer Squire tliat waited by knights 
side-. 

Wbo all tliis while full hardly was assayd 
Of deadly daunger, which to him betid ; 

For whiles his Lord pursew'd tliat noble Mayd, 
After that foster fowle he fierady nd, 

To bene auenged of the shame, he did 
To that fairc Damzell : Him he diaced long 
Tlirough the thicke woods, wherein he would 
haue hid 

His diamefull head from hisauengement strong. 
And oft him tlireatned death for his outragwus 
wrong. 

Nallilesso the villen six*d him sclfe so well, 
\Wtlierthroughswiftnesseofliis*^|x.i'dylx'ast, 
Or knowledge of those woods, where he did 
dwell, 

That sliortly he from daunger was releast, 
And out of sight csea|xd at the least ; 

Yet not escaped from the dew reward 
Of his bad deeds, which dayly lie increast, 

No (Teased not, till him oppressed luird 
Hie hcauy pla^ic, tiul for such leachours iv 
prepard. 

lor ‘^ne as he was vanisht out of sight. 

Mis (oward courage gan emfxildncd Ixv, 

And atst I’aucnge him of tliat fowle despight. 
\V)ii('h he had borne of his bold emmee. 

I ho to his brethren came : for they were three 
\ iigratioijs children of one gmrelesse sire, 

.\nd vnto them rornplaiticd, how that he 
Had vsed Ixne of tliat foolehardy S(|uire : 
them with bilterwords heslird toblou«]yire 
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L/r(hvvjtIitheinbelueswithtl)tirs;idinstrurnents 
’ M sjJoyle and murder they gan arme b>liue. 
And with liim forth into tne forest went, 
fo wreake the wrath, which he did carsl rtunie 
hi their stemc bresls, on him whidi Lite did 
driuc 

Ihcir brother to rcnrorli and sluimefuU flight : 
for they bad vow d, tliat neuer he aliiie 
Out of that forest should escape their might ; 
''ik rancour their rude harts had 6ld with such 
despight. 
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Within tliat wood there was a couert glade, 
Foreby a narrow foord, to them well knowne, 
Tliroughwhichitwasvncathforwighttowade , 
And now by fortime it was ouerflownc : 

My tliat same way they knew tliat Squiie vn- 
knownc 

Mote aJigates jiassc* ; for thy iheiiLsclues tliey s« i 
There in await, witli thu ke \n oodsouer growiu , 
And all the while iheir iiuJkc they did wk i 
With cruell tlucats, lus jussage through the feird 
to let. 

It fortuned, as they deui/t<l had, 

The gentle Squire uune r>ding tliat siune wie) , 
Viiwr-eliiig of their wile and treason bud, 
And through the ford to lessen did assay ; 
Hut tliat fiera* foster, whieh late fled away. 
Stoutly forth ste|)j>ing on the furllicr shoie, 
Him Ixildly bad lus [assage there to sta), 
Till he luel made lunends, and lull ristoie 
For all tlicdanuige, which he luid him dexmalnri 

With that at him a quiu’ring dart he threw, 
With so fell force and villeinous desjiH'Jiie, 
Tliat throiigli lus halxneoii thcforkeheaelllew, 
And through the linked may lescmi aere idquil « , 
Hut liad no mwrc in lus soil llisli to bile* : 
Tliat stroke thcliardySejuirc did sore eliqilea.se, 
Hut more that Imn he could not conic toMUite; 
ForbynomeaiKtslheliighliankehecouIdstuM , 
Hut laiwur’d long in that deeiK.- ford willi Viaiiie 
disease*. 
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I And still the foster with Ins long l)orc‘S(i»aic 
Hun kept from huiding at ins wished will , 
Anonc fine sent call of the thicket neaii 
I A cruell shaft, hcade'd with deadly ill, 

I And fethcred with an vnlueky (iiiill ; 

I The wicked slide stayd not, till it did light 
' In lus left thigh, and dei[Hly did it Uirill : 

! Flxeecehng grieie th.it wound in him enijjight, 
! Hut more tlut with Ins fens he could not (oirie 

I to fight. 

^ 21 

I At last through wrath and vengc.iunee mrAing 
i wav, 

I He eai the l)an< kc .irriii’d with inakle )»an»(', 

I Where* the third brother him did sore 
' And drone at luni with all his might and majn< 
A forrest bill, w hie h IxHh his lunds did si ramt ; 
, Hut wanly he did aiioiilc the blow, 

' And with his sjxarc recruited him againc, 
Tliat both his sides were thrilled with U»e 
, throw, 

! And a large j^trearne of bloud out of the wopud 
i djd flow . , 
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He tombling downe, with gnashing teeth did 
bite 

Tlw bitter earth, and bad to let him in 
Into the bolefull house of endlesse night, 
Where wicked ghosts do waile their former sin. 
Tho gan the battell freshly to begin ; 

For nathcmore for tliat spectacle bad, 

Did th’other two their cruell vcngeaunce blin, 
But both attonce on both sides him bestad. 
And load vpon him layd, his life for to haue had. 

Tho when that villain he auiz’d, which late 
Affrighted had the fairest Flmmfll, 

Full of fiers fury, and indignant hate. 

To him he turned, and with rigour fell 
vSmote him so rudely on the Pannikell, 

That to the chin he cleft his head in twaine : 
Downe on the ground his carkivs groueling fell; 
His sinfull soulc with desjMjrate disdainc, 

Out of her fleshly ferme fled to the place of paine. 

24 

Tliat seeing now the oncly last of three, 

Who with that wicked shaft him wounded had, 
Trembling with horrour, as that did foresee 
T^e fearefuil end of his auengement sad, 
Through which he follow should his brethren 
bad, 

His l)00telessc bow in feeble hand vpcaught. 
And therewith shot an arrow at the lad ; 
Wliich faintly fluttnng, scari'e his helmet 
raught, 

And glauncing fell to ground, but him annoyed 
luiught. 

With that he would haue fled into the wood ; 
But Timuis him lightly ouerhent, 

Right as he entring was into the flood, 

And strooke at him with force so violent. 
That hcadlcase him into the foord he sent ; 
'Phe carkas with the streame was carried downe. 
But th'head fell backeward on the Continent. 
So mischief fel vpon the meaners crowne ; 
They three be dead with shame, the Squire hues 
with renowne. 

He hues, but takes small loy of his renowne ; 
For of that cruell wound he bled so sore. 
That from his steed he fell m deadly swowne ; 
Yet still the bloud forth gtisht in so great store. 
That he lar wallowd all in his owne fjore. 
Now God thee keepe, thou gentlest Squire aliue. 
Else shall thy louing Loid thee see no more, 
But both of comfort him thou shalt depriue, 
And eke thy selfe of honour, which thou didst 
ati^iue. 


Prouidence heauenly passeth liuing thought. 
And doth for wretched mens reliefc make way ; 
For loe great grace or fortune thither brought 
Comfort to him, that comfortlesse now lay. 

In those same woods, ye well remember may, 
How that a noble huntcressc did wonne, 

She, that base Brag%adochio did affray, 

And made him fast out of the forrest runne ; 
Belphopbf was her name, as fairc as Phetbus 

bunne. 
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She on a day, as she pursewd the chace 
Of some wild east, which with her arrowes 
kccne 

She wounded had, the same along did trace 
By tract of bloud, which she had freshly scene, 
To haue bespnnckled all the grassy greene , 
By the great persue, which she there perceau'd, 
VVell hoped she the beast engor’d had ba^nc, 
And made more hast, the life to haue berrau'd • 
But ah, her expectation greatly was deceau J 

' 29 

Shortly she came, whereas that woeful! Squire 
With bloud deformed, lay in deadly swov^ nd 
In whose faire eyes, like lamps of quenched hre, 
The Chnstall humour stood congealed rownd . 
His locks, like faded leaucs fallen to grownd, 
Knotted with bloud, m bounches rudely ran. 
And his sweete lips, on which before thatstownd 
The bud of youth to blossomc faire began, 
Spoild of their rosie red, were woxen pole and 
wan. 

30 

Saw neuer huing eye more hcauy sight, 

That could haue made a rocke of stone to rew. 
Or riuc in twaine: whichwlienthatLadybrighi 
Besides all hope with melting eyes dia vew, 
All suddcinly abasht she chaam^ hew, 

And with Sterne horrour backward gan to start • 
But when she better him beheld, she grew 
Full of soft passion and vnwonted smart : 
The point of pitty perced through her tender 
hart. 

3 * 

Meckely she bowed downe, to wcetc if life 
Yet in his frosen members did remaine, 

And feeling by his pulses beating rife, 

'Hiat the weake soule her seal did yet retainc. 
She cast to comfort him with busie paine : 
His double folded necke she reard vpright, 
And rubd his temples, and each trembling 
vainc ; 

I His mayled haberieon she did vndight, 

I And from his head his heauy burginet did light 
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Into the woods thenceforth in hast she went, 
To scekc for hearbcs, that mote him remedy ; 
For she of hcarbes had great intendimcnt, 
Taught oi the Nymphe, which from her infancy 
Her nourced had in trew Nobility : 

There, whether it diuine Tobacco were, 

Or Panachaa, or Poissbny, 

She found, and brought it to her patient dearc 
Who al this while lay bleeding out his hart- 
bloud neare. 

33 

Thesoucraipic weedebetwixt two marbles plainc 
She pownoed small, and did in pecces bruze. 
And then atweene her lilly hanaes twaine, 
Into his wound the iuyce thereof did scruzc. 
And round about, as she could well it vze, 
Tlie flesh therewith she suppled and did steepe, 
T'Ahateallspasmc,andsoke the swelling bruze, 
And after Muing seardit the intuse deepe, 
with her scarfe did bind the wound from 
cold to keepe. 

34 

Uv this he had sweete life recur'd againe, 

And groning inly doepe, at last his eyes, 

His watry eyes, drilling like deawy raine. 

He vp gan lift toward the azure skies. 

From whence descend all hopclessc remedies : 
Therewith he sigh'd, and turning him aside, 
The goodly Mayd full of diuinitics, 

And gifts of heauenly grace he by him spide. 
Her bow and gilden quiucr lying nim beside. 

Mercy dcaie Lord (san^he) what graic is this. 
That thou hast shcwal to me sinfull wight, 
To 'icnd thine Angell from her Ixiwrc of blis, 
To comfort me in my distressed plight ? 
'ngcll, or Galdesse do I call thee right ? 
WKit seruicc may I do vnto thee mcete, 

Ihat hast from darkenesse me returnd to light, 
^fid with thy heauenly salues and mcd’cini-s 
swcele, 

Hast drest my sinfull wounds ? I kissc thy 
blessed feete. 

Thereat she blushing said, Aii gentle Squire, 
N'or tloddesse I, nor AnHl, but the Mayd, 
Atid dai^hter of a woody Nymfihe, desire 
^0 seruice, but thy safety and ayd ; 

^hirh if thou gaine, I shalbe well apayd 
yemortall wights whoscliuesand fortunes bee 
To enmmun accidents still open layd, 

Are bound with coitimun bond of frailtec. 

To succour wretched wights, whom we capf iued 
tee. 


•37 

By tliis her Damzcls, whicli the former chaoe 
Had vndertaken after her, arriu'd, 

As did Belphoibit in the bloudy place, 

And thereby deemd t he bcivst had bene depriu’d 
Of life, whom late their Ladies arrow ryu’d : 
For thy the bloudy tract they follow fast, 
And euery one to runne the swiftest stryu’d ; 
But two of them the far ouer|Tast, 

And where their Lady was, arriued at the last. 

3 ^ 

Where when they saw tliat goodly boy, with 
blood 

Defow'led, and their Lady dresse his wownd, 
llicy wondred much, and shortly vnderstood, 
How him in deadly case their Lady fownd. 
And reskewed out of the lieauy stownd. 
Eftsoones his warlikecourser, which wasstrayd 
Farre in the woods, whiles that he lay in 
swownd, [stayd, 

She made those IF.im/cls search, which Ix-ing 
They did him scl thereon, and forth with them 
conuayd. 

Into that forest farre they thence him led. 
Where was their dwelling, in a pleasant glade, 
With mountaines round about ciiuironed, 
And mighty woods, which did tlic yallcy shade, 
And like a stately Theatre it made, 
Spreading it selfc into a splious plainc. 

And in the midst a little riucr plaidc 
Emongs 1 1 he pu m y s t on cs , wh ich seemd 1 0 plai nc 
With gentle murrnure, that his course they did 
rcstramc. 

40 

Beside the same a dainty place there lay, 
Planted with rnirtlc trees and laurels greenc. 
In which the birds song many a louely lay 
Of gods high prayse, and of their loucs sweet 
teenc, 

As it an earthly Paradize had bcene : 

In wlxjsc eiH loscd sliadow there was pight 
A fairc Pauilion, scarcely to be scene, 

The which was all within most richly dight, 
That greatest Princes luung it mote well delight . 

4 * 

Tliithcr they brought lliat wcnindcdSquirc,and 
layd 

In easic couch his feeble limbes to rest, 

He rested him a while, and then the Mayd 
Ills ready wound with letter salues new drest ; 
Dayly she dressed him, and did the best 
His grieuous hurt to garish, that she might, 
That shortly she his dolour hath redrest, 

And his foule sore reduced to faire plight : 

It she reduced, but himselfe destroyed quight 
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0 fcwlish Physick, and vnfruilfull paine, 

That hcales vp one and makes another wound : 
She his hurt thigh to him recur’d againe, 

But hurt his hart, the which before was sound, 
Through an vnwary dart, which did rebound 
From her faire eyesandgraciouscountcnaunce. 
What bootcs it him from death to be vnbound, 
To be captiued in cndlesse duraunce 
Of sorrow and despaire without aleggeaunce ? 


Still as his wound did gather, and grow hole, 
So still his hart woxe sore, and hc‘alth decayd : 
Madnesse to sauc a part, and lose the whole. 
Still whena-S he beheld the heauenly Mayd, 
Whiles dayly plaisters to his wound she layd, 
So still his Malady the more increast, 

The whiles hermatchlessebcautiehimdismayd. 
Ah God, what other could he do at least, 

But louc so faire a Lidy, that his life rcleast ? 


B’ «. foolish boy, what bootes thy seruice bace 
To her, to whom the heauens do sente and sew ^ 
Thou ameane Squire, of meekeand lowly place 
She heauenly borne, and of celestiall hew. 
How then ? of all loue taketh equall vcw ; 
And doth not highest God vouchsafe to take 
The loue and seruice of the basest crew ? 

If she will not, dye meekly for her sake ; 
Dye rather, dye, then euer so faire loue forsake, 

48 

Thus warreid he long time against his will, 
Till that throughwe^essehewasforstatlast, 
To yield himselfe vnto the mighty ill : 
Wliich as a victour proud, gan ransack fast 
Ilis inward |)arts, and all his entraylcs wasi, 
Tliat neither bloud in face, nor life in liart 
It left, but botli did quite drye vp, and blast . 
As [x^rcing Icuin, which the inner [)art 
Of eucry thing consumes, and calcineth by art 


44 

Long while he stroiic in his courageous brest. 
With rciisoii dew the mssion to subdew, 

And louc for to dislodge out of his nest : 

Still when her exccllcnc ies he did vew, 

Her soueraignc Ixiunty, and celesthdl hew. 
The same to louc he strongly w.is constraind : 
But when his incane estate he did renew. 

He from such hardy Ixildnessc was rc'straind, 
And of his lucklcssa- lot imd crucll loue thus 
plaind. 

Vnthankfull wretch (said he) is this the meal, 
With which her soueraignc mercy thou docst 
quight ? 

I’hy life slic .sauetl by her gracious deed. 

But thou docst woene w ith villeinous despight , 
To biot her honour, and her heauenly Tight 
Dye lather, dye, then so disloyally 
Decnie of her lugh desert, or sceme so light : 
Faire death it is to shonne more shame to d\ 
Dve rather, dv, then euer loue di^'lovalh 

4() 

l)ut if to louc disloyalty it Ixo, 

Shall I then hate her, that from deathes dore 
Me brought ? ah far re Ik* such rej)roch fro nae. 
Wliat can 1 lessc do, tlieii her louc therefore, 
Silh I her dew reward Ginnot restore ? 

Dye rather, dye, and dying do her scrue, 
^ing her serue, and lining her adore ; 

'rty life she ^uc, thy life she doth descruc : 
Dye rather, dye, then euer from her seruice 
swerue. 


49 

Which seeing hurc BelpMe I’an to fcare, 
Lcjist that his wound were inly well not hcalid, 
Or that the wicked stecle empoysned were 
Litle siic weend, that loue he close concealetl. 
Yet still he wasted, as the snow congealed , 
Wlien the bright sunne his beams ihereoii 
doth lx*at ; 

Yet ncuer lie Ins hurt to her rcucalal, 

Hut rather chose to dye for sorrow great, 
'fhen with dishonorable terme'S her to entreat 

50 

She gracious Lady, yet no panics did sjarr, 
I'o do him case, or do him remedy : 

M.iriy Restoratiue's of vertucs rare, 

And costly Cordidk'S she did apply, 

'fo mitigate his stubborne mallady : 

Hut tliat sweet Girdiall, which (an restore 
A loue-sie'k lurt, she did to him enuy . 

Tu him, and to all tli’Miworthy world forico 
Shi did enuv ifeat soueraignc s.due, 111 sisnt 
store 

51 

Tliat daintv Rose, the daughter of lier Mohk 
M ore deaio then life she tendered, whose flow n 
The girleind of her honour did adome : 

Ne suflrenl she the Middayes J^corching jiowr' • 
Ne the sliarj) Northeme wind thereon 
showre. 

But lappixl vp her silken leaucs most chairt 
When so the froward skye began to lowre : 
But soone as calmed was the Christall aire. 
She did it faire dispred, and let to florish fan* 
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To jnake snsample d his beaueoly grace, 

In Paradize whilome did plant this Howre, 
Whence he it fetcht out of her natiue place, 
And did in stocke of earthly flesh enrace, 
That mortall men her glory should admire : 
In gentle Ladies brest, and bounteous race 
Of woman kind it fairest flowrc doth spire, 
And beareth fruit of honour and all chast desire. 


The birth of fatre Mpkerbe and 
Of Amor ft is told. 

Thr Gordins of Adonis fraught 
Vt/tih pleasures mnijold. 


Faire ympes of beautie, whose bright shining 
beames 

Adorne the world with like to hcauenly light, 
And to your willes both royalties and Kealmes 
Subdew, through conquest of your wondrous 
might. 

With this faire flowre your goodly girlonds 
(light, 

Of chastity and vertue virginall, 

That shall embellish more your beautie bright, 
Andcrowneyour heades withhoaiienly coronall, 
Such as the Angels weare before Godstribunall. 


To youre faire sclues a faire ensnmple frame, 
Of this faire virgin, this Belphoebe faire, 

To whom in [x?rfcct loue, and sjxitlesse fame 
Of cliastitic, none lining may compairc : 

Ne poysnous Enuy iust^ can empaire 
The praysc of her fresh flownng Maidenhead ; 
For thy slie standeth on the highest stairc 
Of th’lionorablc stage of womanhead. 

That Ladies aH may follow her rnsample dead, 

, 55 

In so great praysc of stedfast chastity, 
Nathlcssc ^e was so curteous and kind, 
Timprcd with grace, and goodly modesty, 
riiat seemed those two vertues stroue to find 
The higher place in her Hcroick mind : 

S) stnuing each did other more augment, 
And both encreast the praysc of woman kind, 
And both encreast her beautie exa>llent ; 

^ all did make in her a ficrfect complement 




Well may I weenc, faire Ladic^s, all this while 
Ye wonder, how tliis noble Damowll 
So great perfections did in her com|)ile, 

Sith that in saluage forests slic did <lwcll. 

So farre from court and royaJl Citaddl, 

The great schoolniLstrcssc of all curtesy : 
Seeineth tliat such wild woods should larexfM I) 
All ciuill vsage and gentility, 

And gentle sprite deforme with rude ruslieily 

2 

But to this faire Belphabe in her berth 
The heauens so fauourable were and Irct, 
Looking with myld asjx?ct vpn the earth, 

In iWlJoroscope of her naliuiloc, 

'J'liat all the gifts of grace and cliastiiee 
On her they pioured Forth of plcnttHJus liornt ; 
loue kuight on Venus from his soucraignc S(t, 
And Plurbus with faiie beames did her adorn* , 
And all the Graces rockt her cradle being borm 

3 

Her berth was of tlic wombe of Morning *kw, 
And h(r conception of the loyous rnrne, 

And all her whole creylioii did her slicw 
Pure and vnspotted from all loathly (Tin»e, 
That IS ingcncrate in fleshly slime. 

So was this virgin Ixirne, mj was she bn’d, 

So was she Iraynid vp from lime to tinn, 

In all dust vcrluc, and true Ixmnli hed 
Till to her dew ix-rlection she was rijitned- 

4 

Her mother was the iaire Chrysogonce , 

The daughter of Amphtsa, who l>y ra< e 
A Faerie was, ylx»rne of high degr(e, 

She bore Belphcehc, sJie l>ore in like care 
Faire Amorella in the second plare : 

Tlicse two were Iwinncs, and iwixt them two 
did share 

The licritagc of all celcstiall grace. 

That all lha rest it seem’d tlicy robbed Uw** 
Of bountie, and of beautie, and all vertues 
rare. 
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It were a goodly storie, to declare, 

By what straunge accident faire Chryso^one 
Conceiu’d these infants, and howthcmshe bare, 
In this wild forrest wandring all alone, 

After she had nine moneths fulfild and gone : 
For not as other wemens commune brood, 
They were enwombed in the sacred throne 
Of her chaste bodie, nor with commune food. 
As. other wemens babes, they sucked vitall 
blood. 

6 

But wondrously they were begot, and bred 
riirough influence of th’heauens fruitfull ray. 
As it in antique bookes is mentioned. 

It was vpon a Sommers shynie dav. 

When Tttan faire lus beames did aisplay. 

In a fresh fountaine, farre from all mens vew. 
She bath’d her brest, the boyling heat t’ allay; 
She bath'd with roses red, and violets blew, 
And all the sweetest flowres, that in the forrest 
grew. 

7 

Till faint through irkesome wearincsse, adowne 
V^xin the grassie ground her selfe she layd 
To sleepe, the whiles agentleslombnngswowne 
Vrx)n her fell all naked bare displayu ; 

Tlie sunne-beames bright vpon her body playd, 
Being through former bathing molUfide, 

And pierst into her wornbe, where theyembayd 
With so sweet sence and secret power vnspide, 
That in her pregnant fleshthey shortly fructifidc. 

8 

Miraculous may seeme to him, that reades 
So straunge ensamplc of conception ; 

But reason tcacheth tliat the fruitfull seades 
Of all things liuing, tlirough impression 
Of the sunbeames in moyst complexion, 
rX)e life concciue and quickned arc by kynd : 
.So after Ntlus mvndation, 

Infinite shajx's of creatures men do fynd, 
Informetf in the mud, on which the Sunne hath 
shynd. 

9 

Great father he of generation 
U rightly cald, th’author of life and light ; 
And nis faire sister for creation 
Minbtreth matter fit, which tempred right 
With heate and humour, breedes the liuing 
wight. 

Sosprong these twinnes in woinbeof C'/rry 
Yet wist she nought thereof, but sore affright, 
Wondred to see her belly so vpblone, 

Which still increast, till she her terme had full 
outgone. 


10 

Whereof concerning shame and foule disgrace, 
Albe her guiltlesse conscience her deard, 

She fled into the wildemessc a space. 

Till that vnweeldy burden she had reard, 
And shund dishonor, which as death she feard : 
Where wearie of long trauell, downe to rest 
Her selfe slie set, and comfortably cheard ; 
There a sad cloud of sleepe her ouerkest, 

And seized euery sense with sorrow sore oppresi. 

11 

It fortuned, fawe Venus hauing lost 
Her little sonne, the winged god of loue, 
Who forsome lightdispleasure,whichhim crosi , 
Was from her fled, as flit as aycrie Doue, 
And left her Wisfull bowre of loy aboue, 

(So from her often he had fled away, 

When she for ought him sharpely did reproue, 
And wandred in the world in strange ara> , 
Dis^ iz’d m thousand shapes, that none miglii 
mm bewray ) 

12 

Him for to seeke, she left her heauenly hous 
The house of goodly formes and faire asjiects, 
Whence all the world deriues the glorious 
Features of beautie, and all shapes select, 
With which high God his workmanship liatli 
deckt ; 

And seanhed euery way, through whicli hu 
wings 

Had lx)mc him, or his tract she mote dcteil 
She promist kisses sweet, and sweeter thing'. 
Vnto tlic man, that of him tydings to her bruigs 

. , 
Firstshe himsought inCour i, w liorernost he v '<•<1 

Whylometohaunt, butthereshe found himiHii . 
But many there she found, which sore acai^'vl 
His falsenood, and with foule infamous blot 
His cruell deedes and wicked wyles did spot 
Ladies and Ixirds she euery where mote hearr 
Complaymng, how with his emixiysncd shot 
Their wofull harts lie wounded nad whylearc, 
And so had left them languishing twixt hoi>c 
and feare. 

u 

She then the Citties sought from gate to gate, 
And euery one did askc, did he him see ; 

And euery one her answerd, that too bte 
He had him scene, and fdt the aucltie 
Of hU sharjx? darts and whot artillcrie ; 

And euery one threw forth reproches rife 
Of his mi^ieuous deedes, and said, That hec 
Was the dtsturber of all duill life, 

The enimy of peace, and author of all strife. 
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Tlien in the countrey abroad him sought » 
And in the rurall cottages inquired, 

Where also many plaints to her were brought, 
How he their heedlesse harts with loue had fyrtd, 
And his false venim through their veines 
inspyred ; 

And eke the gentle shepbeard swaynes, which 
sat 

Keeping tlieir flcecie flockes.as they were hyred, 
^he swet t ly iic-.ird complaine, both how and wlut 
Her sonne had to them docn ; yet she did smile 
thereat. 

But when in none of all these she him got, 

.she gan auize, where else he mote him hyde : 
At last she her bethought, that she had not 
Yet sought the saluage woodsand forrests wyde, 
In which full many louely Nymphes abyde, 
Mongst whom might be, that lie did closely lye, 
Or that the loue of some of them him tyde * 
For thy she thither cast her course t’apply, 
To search the secret haunts of Dtatus company. 

17 

Shiirtly vnto the wastcfull woods she came, 

W hercasshe found thcGoddessc wil h her crew, 
Mter Lite cKice of their cinbrewed game, 
.'fitting fxside a fountaine in a rew. 

Some of them w«ishing with the liquid dew 
I'rom off their dainty limbes the dustie sweat, 
•\nd soyle which did defonne their huely hew ; 
Others Uy shaded from the scorching heat ; 

I he rest vjxin her jxTsongaiicattendancc grial. 

18 

Mu hailing hong vpon a Ixiugh on high 
IK r Um and painted quiucr, had vnlaste 
Her siluer busldns from her nimble thigh. 

And her lancJic loyncs vmgirt, and brests vn- 
braste, 

Mter her heat the breathing cold to taste ; 
Her golden lockes, that late in tresses bright 
Frnbreaded were for hindnng of her haste, 
loose about her shoulders hong sTidight, 
A'.d wore with sweet Afftbrosta all bt*sprincklcd 
light. 

i' slie Venus saw behind her Ixirke, 
was a&ham’d to be so loose surprized, 
^rujwoxc lialfc WTOthagamst herdamzclsslacke, 
That had not her thereof before auizcd, 
f - It suffred her so carclcsly disguized 
ik. ouertaken. Soone her garments loose 
M^’^thVing, in her bosomc she comprized, 
as she might, and to the Goddesse rose, 
'A’hiJcs all her Nymphes did like a girlond her 
enclose. 


Goodly sIk‘ gan faire Cylherea greet, 

And shortly asked her, wlial cause her brouglil 
Into tliat wildernesse for her vninect. 

From her swixte bow res, and IkhIs with 
plr.U'iircs fraught : 

Tliat siiddtiii ciuiige she strange adueiitiiP 
thought. 

To whom Iwlfe wimping, she thus unsweretl, 
Tliat slie her dearest sonne Ci4p>t(lo souglit, 
Who in his frowaidncsse from her was lied , 
That she reitnli-d sore, to haue him angind. 

31 

Tlicrcat Dtam gan to smile, in scorne 
Of her vainc plaint, and to her seolhng s,iNd ; 
Great jut tie sure*, tliat ye* Ik? sei forlornc 
Of your gay sonne, that giues yc so g(xxl uyd 
To your dis|X7rts : ill mote ye bene uiiayd 
lJut she was more cngrieiieul, and rej)Iide‘ , 
Fuire sister, ill besermes it to vpbrnyd 
A dolefull heart with so disdamfull pride , 
Tlic like ilut mine, nuv lie your leune another 
ti*. 

As you in woods and wanton wildernes-si- 
Your glory set, to rluec the saluage Ixasis 
So my delight is all m ioyfulnes.se*. 

In beds, in Ixiwre^, m Iwuieki ts, and in feast' : 
And ill Ix'comes you wiih your loflic creitsis, 
To scornc the loy, that lour is glad to set’ke ; 
Wc both are bound to follow heauens Ixheasts, 
And tend our charges with olxisancc mceke . 
S|)are, gentle sister, with reproeh my jiame to 

And tell me, if that ye my sonne haue lieard, 
Tolurkeemongst yourNymiihc-sm secret wize; 
Or keejx their cabins : much 1 am affeard, 
Ixust he like one of them htm scife disgm/e, 
And turtle his arrowes to their exerci/e . 

.So may he long himselfe full casic hid<* 

For he is fame* and fresh m face and gniz', 

As any Nymph (let not it lx emiyde.) 

So saying euery Nymph full narrowly she < ydc. 

24 

But f^h(rbe therewith vire- was angtr(d. 

And sliarply said ; Goe iFarne, goe* se-cke your 
boy, 

Where you him litelv left, m Mats his hxd ; 
He comes not here, wc srorni lih fcKilish lo), 
Ne lend wc leisure to his idle toy : 

But if I catch him in this romjj^ny, 

Slygian lake I vow, whose sad annoy 
Tne Gods doe dread, he dearely shall abye : 
Be clip his wanton wings, that he no more sliall 
fly. 
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Whom when as Venus saw so sore displeased, 
She inly sory was, and ('an relent, 

What she had said : so her she soone apix'ased, 
With su(jred words and gentle blandishnient, 
Wliich a-i a lountaine from her sweet h|)S went. 
And welled goodly forth, that in short space 
She wasw(Jlpleasd,and forth her damzels sent, 
Through all the woods, to search from pkice to 
place. 

If any tract of him or tydmgs they mote trace. 
26 

To search the Cod of loue.herNyrnphes she sent 
'riiroughout the wandring forrest euery where: 
And after them her sclfe eke with her went 
lb secke the fngitiue, both farre and nere. 

So long they sought, till they arriued were 
In tliat same shadic couert, whereas lay 
Faire Crysopne in slornbry traimee whilerc ; 
Who in her slee|>e (a wondrous thing to sav) 
Vuwares had borne two babes, as fairc as spring* 

'nuduy- 

V 1 wares she them conci iu’d, vuwares she I)ore : 
She bore witliouten jiaine, tliat she conreiued 
Withouten pleasure : nc her need imjdore 
Lucimes aide : which when they both |)er- 
ceiiJe<l, 

They were through wonder nigh of sense 
l)ereaued, 

And ga/ing imch on other, nought besj-wke : 
At last thev U)th agreed, her seeming grieued 
Out of her hcauy swownc not to awake. 

But from her louing side the tender babes to take. 

28 

Vp they them tooke, each one a babe vjHooke, 
And with them earned, to be fostered ; 

Dame Phrbe to a Nymph her Ixibe betooke, 
To be vnbrought in perfect Maydenhcd, 

And of her selfe her name Belphai)e red : 

But Venus hers thence farre away (SMuiayd, 
To be vpbrought in gcKKily womanhed. 

And in her htle loues stead, which was stravd, 
Her Amorella calil, to comfort lier dismavd. 

20 

She brought her to her ioyous Paradize, 
Where most she wonnes, when she on earth 
doesdwel. 

So faire a place, as Nature can deuizc : 
Whether in Paphos, or Cylheron hill, 

Or it in Gnidus be, I wrote not well ; 

But well I wote by trv'all, that this same 
All other pleasant plaojs doth excell. 

And called is bv her lost louers name, 

The Cardin of Adonis, farre renowand by fame. 


30 

In tliat same Cardin all the goodly fiowres, 
Wherewith dame Nature doth her bcautilie, 
And decks the girlonds of her paramourcs, 
Are fetcht : there is the first semlnarie 
Of all things, tint are borne to liut and die, 
According to their kiiides. Long worke it were, 
Here to account the endlesse progenie 
Ofallthcweedcs, that bud and blossome there ; 
But so much as doth need, must needs be 
counted here. 

31 

It sited was in fruitfull soyle of old. 

And girl in with two walles on either side , 
Tlie one of yron, the other of bright gold, 
Tliat none might thorough breake, nor ouer- 
St rule: 

And double gates it had, which opened wide. 
By which both in and out men moten pas ; 
Tli’onc faire and f resh, llie oUier old and dridc ; 
Old Genius tlie jKirter of them was, 

Old Genius, the which a double nature has 


He letter h in, he letteth out to wend, 

All tliat to come into the world desire ; 

A thousand thousand nakcxi babes attend 
About him day and night, which doe require, 
That he with fleshly wcedcs would them attire: 
Such as him list, such as ctcrnall fate 
Ordained luith, he clothes with sinfull mire, 
And sendeth forth to hue in mortall slate, 

T illtliey againe rcturne backc by the hinder gate 


After tliat they againe returned beene, 

They ui tlut Gardin planted be againe ; 

And grow afrc'sh, as they had neuer scene 
Fleshly corruption, nor mortall paine. 

Some thousand y cares so docn they there 
rcmaine ; 

And then of him are clad with other hew. 

Or sent into the chaungcfull world againe, 
Till thither they rcturne, where first they grew . 
So like a whccle around they runne from old to 
new. 

. 34 

Ne needs there Gardiner to set, or sow, 

To plant or prune : for of their owne accord 
.All things, as they created were, doe grow, 
.And yet remember well the mightie word, 
Which first was spoken by th’Almightie lord, 
Tliat bad them to increase and multiply : 

Nc doe they need with water of the ford, 

Or of the douds to mo>'sten their roots dry ; 
For in themselues cternall moisture they im^y. 
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Infinite shapes of creatures there are bred, 

.\jjd vneouth formes, which none yet euer knew, 
And cuery sort is in a sundry bttl 
Set by it sclfe, and ranckt m comely rew : 
So{ne fit for reasonable soulcs t’lndew, 

>(jine made for beasts, some made for birds to 
wcarc, 

And all the fruitfull spawne of fishes hew 
In endlcisc rancks alon^' cnraiingcd were, 

That veem’d tlic Ocean could not con tame them 
there. 

36 . 

Daily they grow, and daily forth arc sent 
Into the world, it to replenish more ; 

Yet IS the slocke not lessencil, nor spent, 
dut still remaincs in euerlasting store, 

\s it at first crei\tc<l was of yore. 

For in the wide wombe of the world tlu?rc lyes, 
In hatcfull darkcncsse and in dccfx: horrorc, 
An liugc clernall C/uws, wliich supplyes 
The substances of natures fruitfull progenyos. 


\et pittie often did the grxls ndent, 

Tosee so faire tlnngsinnrd, and s|n>yled qnight : 
And their grt'at mollur IVwMydid lament 
Tlie losso of her deare l)n«xi, her deare delight : 
Her liart was pul'll with piitie at the sight, 
When walking through the (lardin, them she 
spvde. 

Vet no’te she find rulrtNse for such despight. 
For all that lines, is snbuit to llut law' : 

All tilings dtra) in time, and lu tluir end do 
draw. 

41 _ 

Hut were it not, tkit Tirw their trouble! is, 
All tint i.i nils delight full (iardin gruwiA, 
Siuxild happie lx‘, aixl )i.iuc iinmoriall blis, 
Ti'r here all plenlic, aiul all pleasure fluwes, 
Andswutlouegeiith filseinongstlhernthrowe.s, 
Without fell rancor, or fond gralosie ; 
I'r.mclvlv eaih paramour Ins leinan kiiowes, 
Rich biril Ins m ili , ne any dot's inuie 
Tlu'ir gtxxlly nuiniunt, and gay fihdtie. 


All Uungsfromthencedoc their first being fetch, 
\nd Ixirrow matter, wlicrcof they arc made, 
Which when asformeaiHl feature it docs ketch, 
IVrorrics a bodic, and doth then imiade 
Hie stale of life, out of the grlesly shade. 

Hut substance is cterne, and bidcth so, 

Ne when the life deaiycs, and forme docs fade, 
lX)ih It consume, and into notliing go, 

I'*al (luunged is^ and often altred to and fro. 

38 

The sul)stancc is not chaiingcd, nor alteret), 
but th'only forme and outward faslnon , 

I or iiiery substance is conditioned 
To clungc her hew, and sundry formers to don, 
Mt“et for her temper and complexion : 

D^r formes are variable and tlccay, 
bv (ourse of kind, and by occasion ; 

Yid that fairc flowrc of Ixr.iutie fades away, 
'W doth the lilly fresh before the sunny ray. 

^tnmy to it, and to all the rest, 

• tut in the Cardin of Adorns springs, 

|s wicked Titn^f who with his scyth aildrest, 
mow the flowring herbes and goodly 

o|m all their glory to the ground downe flings. 
|nfre they doe wither, and are fowly Wiard : 
about, and with bis flaggy wings 
downe both Icaucs and bu<b witlioul 

* c euer pittie may relent Ms malice hard. 


42 

There is continuail spring, and haiiK'sl there 
( out nuiall, l)Ol h nu r t mg at one I mie : [lx*are, 
For lx)tli the bouglii's doc laughing blosMinics 
And w It li f resli coloursdccke t he wanton Frime, 
And eke altoiice the heaiiy tretsi they clime, 
Whn h seiine to blxiurvndcr their fruits Icxlc: 
The whiles f heiovoi is bi rd( s make I hei r [xtslime 
lunongst the sluidie Ie!ilR^, tlieir sweet abode, 
.\nd their true loues without saspition tell 
abrode. 

48 

Right in the Inldd(^t of tint Paradise, 

’J'herc St (xx! a slut clyMt)unl,(iii whose round top 
A gloomy prune of mil tic trees did rtst, [lop, 
WIkac sliadic lx)iiglu?> slurjK- stetle did ntuer 
Nor wicked lxM.sts their tender buds did crop, 
Hut like a girlond romiasst'd the bight, 

And from their fruit fiiii sides sweet gum did 
dro[), 

Tlutalllhegroiindwillipreciousdcawbc'dight, 
Threw forth most dainty odours, and most 
sw'cet delight. 

44 

And in the tinrkr'tt roncrl of Hut sluuie, 

1 h<Te was a pleasant arljour, not by art, 

Hut of tlic trees owne inclination made, 
\Miich knitting thtir raiickc braunches part to 
jurt, 

With wanton yuic twync entrayld athwart, 
And Eglantine, and fYiprifole (niong, 
F.xshjond abouc within their inmost part, 
That nether Phoebus beams could through 
them throng, [wrong. 

Nor Aeolus sharp blast could workc lliem any 
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And all about ctcw cuery sort of flowre, 

To which sad louers were transformd of yore ; 
Fresh Hyacinlhus, Phozbus pramoure, 

And dearest loue, 

Foolish Narctsstf tliat likw the watry shore, 
Sad ArmranthuSf made a flowre but late, 

Sad AmararUhus, in whose purple };ore 
Me seemes I see Aminlas wretched fate, 

To whom sweet Poets verse liath giueii cndlesse 
date. 

'Iliere wont faire Venus often to enioy 
Her deare Adorns ioyous company, 

And rea|x; sweet pleasure of the wanton boy ; 
There yet, some say, in secret he docs ly, 
lapped in flowres and prctious spy eery, 

By her hid from the world, and from the skill 
Of Sly^ian Goels, which doe lier loue emiv ; 
But she her selfe, when eucr tliat she will, 
Povsesseth him, and of his sweetnesse lakes her 
fill. 

47 

And sooth it seernes they say : for he may not 
For eucr die, and cuer buried Ix-e 
In balefull niglit, where all tilings are forgot ; 
All be he subiect to rnortalitie, 

Yet is eterne iii mutabilitie, 

And by succ'ession made j)erpcluall, 
Transformed oft, and chaunged diuershc * 

For him the Father of all forme- tiny call ; 
Therefore needs mote he hue, that liumg giues 
to all. 

There now he liucth in etcrnall hlis. 
loying his gcxldcssc, and of her cnio\d ' 

Ne fearcth he henceforth that foe of his, 
Which with his crucll tuskc him deadly cloyd : 
For that wildc Bore, the which him once an- 
noyd, 

She tirmely hath emprisoned for a\ , 

That her sweet loue his malice mote auoyd, 
In a strong rocky Cauc, whuh is they s.^v, 
Hewen vndcrncath tliat Mount, that none him 
loscn may. 

. 49 

There now he hues in euerlastmg io\ , 

With many of the Gods in com pan v. 

Which thither haunt, and with the winged boy 
Sporting himselfe in s;ife felicity : 

Who when he hath w ilh sjxiiles and crucltv 
Ransackt the world, and m the wofull harts 
Of many wretches set his truiniphcs hye. 
Thither resorts, and laving his sad darts 
Aside, with faire Adonis playes his wanton 
parts. 


50 

And his true loue faire Psyehe with him playes, 
Faire Psyche to him lately reconcyld, ’ 
After long troubles and vnmeet vpbrayes, 
With which his mother Venus her reuyld, 
And eke himselfe her cruelly exyld ; 

But now in stedfast loue and happy state 
She with him hues, andluith him borne achvk], 
Pleasure, doth both gods and menaggrate, 
Pleasure, the daughter of Cupid and Psyche late. 

51 

Hither great Venus brought this infant faire, 
The younger daughter of Chryso^onee, 

And vnto Psyche with great trust and aire 
Committed lier, yfostered to bee. 

And trained vp m true femimtee : 

Who no ksse carefully her tendered, 
Thcnhcr owne daughter Pleasure, to whom duf 
Made her com|xinion, and her lessoned 
In all the lore of loue, and goodly womanhiini 

52 

I In wfiuh when she to [>crfect ripenesse grew, 

I Of grace and heaiitie noble Paragonc, 

She brought her forth into the worldly viw, 

I To lx* Ih’ensiitnple of true lone alone, 

, And Lexlcstarrc of all cha.stc affcctionc, 
j To all faire Ladic'-, that doc hue on grouiid 
To Faery court she came, where many oni 
, Admvrd her gtKxlly haueour, and found 
' Ills feeble hurl wide launched with loues cr.idl 
wound 

But she to none of them her loue did cast, 
.Sane to the noble knight Sir Scudamore, 

To wliom her louing hart she linked fast 
In faithfull loue, t'abide for eucrmorc, 

And for his dearest sake endured sore, 

.Sore trouble of an hainous enimy ; 

Who lier would foreexi haiie to haue forlorf 
Her former loue, and stedfast loialtv. 

As \e may cist where read that ruefuil IusIitn 

But well I wtene, \e first desire to It'arne. 
What tnd \nto that fearefull Damozcll, 
Wliith flixl so fast from tliat same fo-t<r 
ste-arne, 

Whom with his brethren Tmias slew, lx*f»ll 
Tliat was to weet, the goodly Florwiell : 
Who wandring for to seckc her louer dcarc. 
Her louer deare, her dearest A/ari fie//, 

Into misfortune fell, as ye did heare, 

And from Prince Arthur fled with wings of idk 
fcare. 
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I'he wtUhes sonne lou^s FlorwttU : 

she fiyes, k-jaims to die. 

Satyrane saues the Squtre oj Dames 
Jrom Gyanis tyrannic. 

,‘X'X'XOC'XOCOC^XOC'X'X'X'XOCO 

1 

Like as an Hynd forth singled from the heard, 
Ihat hath escaped from a rauenons l)e;ist, 

\»t fiyes away of her owne feel affeard, 

Aiid euery leafe, that shaketli with the kust 
Murmure of winde, her terror luith increast ; 
\) lleil faire Flortmell from her vaine feare, 
Long after she from penll was releast : 

Li( li sliadc she saw, and each noyse she did 
lieare, 

"'d sierne to be the same, vhich ‘^he esrapt 
\0ivleare. 

2 

Ml tliat same euening she in flying sjxnt, 

^iid all that night her course' contintwed : 

Nt did she let dull slcejie once to relent, 

Nor wearincsse to slacke her hast, but fled 

Kuer alike, as if her former dred 

'^Nere hard behind, her reudie to arrest : 

All'! her white Palfrey h.iuing coiujUtred 
liie maistnng rallies out of her weary wrest, 
!'( rfone her carried, wherecuerhe thought best 

3 

' loi g as breath, and hable puissance 
I'ld lutujc courage vnto him suj'pb, 

111'' I'aie he freshly forward did aduaunct, 
Mid earned her beyond all ieojiardy, 

!' it nought tliat w'anteth rest, can long abv 
le hailing through incessant trauell siient 
ills fora-, at list |)cr force a downc diff K, 

N' fiK.t could furtlicr mouc : The Lidy gent 
■ riut wassuddcinstrookewith great tistomsh- 
rncr.t. 

4 

'’ <! forst t’ahght, on foot mote algatcs fare, 
‘'Mueller vnwonted to such way : 

^•'d tciichclh her this lesson hard and rare, 
^liat fortune all in cquall launce doth swav, 
^•'-'1 mortall miseries doth make her plav 
long she trauelled, till at length she carnc 
an hilles side, which did to her bewray 
h little valley, subiect to the same, 

All (ouerd w ith thick wocxls, tliat quite it ouer- 
came. 


5 

1 lirougn t lie i oi-cs of the high t rtes slic did tk sciy 
A htle smoke, whose vujXMir ihm and light, 
Kc'eking aloft, vprolk'd to the sky ; 
\Vluch,diearetuil signc did send vnto her sight, 
riiat m the same dui wonne some liuing wight! 
Eitsoones her stops she tliercunto applvdc, 
And aunc at last m weary wretclid nliglit 
Vnto the jilace, to wiiiih her liojH' die] guyde, 
do find some nfuge there, .ind nst iier wiarv 
s>dc 

(i 

d’here in a ghxiiny hollow glen she found 
A little cottage, built of stickis and reedes 
In homely wuc, iuul wall with sods around, 
In whidi a witch did dwell, in loathly weedes, 
And wilfull want, all careksf>e of her lurdcs , 
So choosing sohtarie to abide, 

Kir fiuin all mighlinurs ilut lier deuilish 
(ieetk s 

And hellish ,irls from ])( 0 |.k she nuglit hide, 
And hurt far off \nknowru', whom euer she 
cnuide. 

7 

dbe Damzc'll t lit re arriumg cntretl in ; 

Where sitting on the florc the llag slie found, 
Ihisic (as seem’d) alxiiit some wicked gin : 
Wlio scKinc as she Ix'held that suddein stoumV 
Lightly vjisUrlcd from the tiuslie ground, 
And with fell looke and hoHow deadly gaw? 
Stared tai lier awhile, as one astound, 

No had one word to s[Hake, for great amaze, 
Put shewd by oiiiward signes, that dread her 
seine did <la/( 

8 

At list turning her karc to fexilish wrath, 

She askt, what deuill had her thither brought, 
And who she was, and viliat vnwontrd jwtli 
Had guided her, vnwelc orned, vnsoiight / 

To which the Daniwll fiillof douhtfull thought, 
Her mildly answer’d , Ik Idamc l)c not wroth 
With silly Virgin by aduenture brought 
Vnto ycnir dw'lling, ignorant arnl loth, 

TlKit craut but rowme to rest, while ttn)}K"l 
oucrhlo’th 

With that adownc out of lier (bnslall cyne 
hew trickling tearcs •■he softly forth let fall, 
'Hiat like two Orient jx-ark*s, did jnircly shync 
Vjion her sncjwy (herke ; and tlRrcwilhall 
She sighed soft, that none so Ix-stiali, 

Nor saluage hart, but ruth of her sad plight 
Would make to rnell, or jultcously apf^all ; 
And tliat vile Hag, all were her wriolc delight 
In mischieic, was much moued at so pitteo«c 
sight. 
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And gan recxwiifort her in her rude wyse, 

With womanish comfiassion of her plaint, 
Wi{)ing the teares from her suffused eyes, 

And bidding her sit downe, to rest her faint 
And wearie limbs a while. She nothing quaint 
Nor s’deignfull of so homely fasluon, 

Siih brought she was now to so hard constraint, 
Sate downe vpon the dusty ground anon, 
Asglad of thatsmidl rest, as liirdof tempest gon. 

n 

Tho gan she gatlier vp her garments rent , 

And her loose lockcs to diglit in order dew, 
With golden wreath and gorgeous ornament ; 
Whom such whenas the wicked Il.ig did vew. j 
She was a.stonisht at her heaiienly liew, j 
And doubted her to deerne an earthly wight, 
IBut or some Goddesse, or of Dianas crew, I 
And thought her to adore with humldc spright ; | 
T’adorelhingsodiuiiieas bcauly,were but right, j 

12 

This wicked woman had a wickcsJ sonne, j 
The comfort of her age and weary day(^, \ 
A lacsie loord, for nothing good to donne, 

But stretched forth in idlcnesac alwayes, 

Nc euer cast his mind to couct praysc, i 
Or ply him selfe to any honest trade, | 

But all the day before the sunny rayes 
He vs’d to slug, or s1cc[K‘ m slothfull shade : I 
Such laesincssc lx>th lewd and (loore attonce 
him made. ^ ^ 

He comming home at vndcrtiiric, there found 
'Hie fairest creature, that he cucr saw, 

Silting liosidc his mother on the ground ; 

The sight whereof did greatly him adaw, 

And his base thought with terrour and with aw 
So inly smot, tliat as one, which had gazed 
On the bright Sunne vnwarcs, doth soone 
withdraw 

Ills feeble eync, with loo much brightuessc 
d.i/ed, 

Sostared he on her, and stood long while amazed. 

Softlv at last he gan his mother aske, 

Wliat mister wight tlint was, and whence 
deriued, i 

That in so straunge disguizement there dhl ' 
maske, | 

And by what accident she there arnued : 

But she, as one nigh of her wit.s dcpriucd. 
With nought but ghastly lookes him answeretj, 
Like to a ghost, that lately is reuiued 
From 5/v^wn shores, where late it wandered ; 
So both at her, and each at other wondered I 


Cant. VII. 

But the faire Virgin was so meeke and mild, 
That she to them vouchsafed to embacc 
Her goodly port, and to their sense's vild. 

Her gentle sjieach applide, tliat in short S|)a^e 
She grew familiare m tliat desert place. 
During which time, the Chorle through her xi 
kind 

And curtcise vse concciu’d afTcction bare. 
And cast to loue her in his brutish mind , 

No lone, but bruti.sh lust, tliat was so bea-itlv 
tind. 

i6 

Closely the wicked flame his bowels brent , 
And shortly grew into outrageous fire ; 

Yet had he not the liart, nor liardimenl. 

As vnto her to viler his desire ; 
lIisGiytiuc thought durst not so high aspire, 
But with soft sighc*s, and loucly scmblauiicis. 
He Ween’d that Ills affection entire 
She sluiiild an ad ; many rcscmblaunces 
To her hcniade,aiid many kind remembraunns 

i; ^ 

Oft from the forrest wildings he did bring, 
Whose sides empurpled were with smiling rd, 
Andoflyonngbird.s, which he Imd taught losing 
His mistresse prayses, swc'ctly caroled, 
Girlonds of flowri'S sometimes for her faire In d 
Hclinewoulddight; sometimes thesquirellwild 
He brought to her in lj.Tnds, as conqiicri-d 
To 1)0 her thrall, his fellow s<‘niant vild , 

All which, she of liirn tookc with counteruin'c 
mccke and mild 

18 

Ikil past awhile, when she fit season saw 
To Iraue that desert mansion, she cist 
In secret wize her stlfc thcncc to withdraw. 
For fcare of mischicfe, which she did forecast 
Might be by the witch or that her sonne < om 
past : 

Her wearie Palfrey closely, as she might. 
Now well rccoucrcd after long rejsist. 

In his proud furnitures she freshly diglit, 

His late miswandred waves now' to remeasure 
riglit. 

19 

.\nd earcly ere the dawning day apjieard, 

She forth isscwed, and on her lourncy went; 
She went in pcriil, of each noyse afleard, 
And of each shade, that did it scife present ; 
For still she feared to bo ouerhent, 

Of th.it vile h.'ig. or her vnciuile sonne . 

Who when too late awaking, well they kent, 
Th.it their faire guest was gone, they botli 
begonne (vndonne 

i To make exceeding mone, as they had bene 
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Bot that lewd louer did the most lament 
For her depart, that eucr man did heare ; 

He knockt his brest with desperate intent, 
tndscratcht his face, and with his teeth did leare 
His rugged flesh, and rent his ragged heare : 
lUit his sad mother seeing his sore plight. 
Was greatly woe begon, and gan to fcare. 
Least his fraile senses were emperisht quight, 
\nd loue to frenzy turnd, sith loue is franficke 

hmht. 

\I! wayes she s(^ht, him to restore to plight, 
VViih herbs, withclurms, with counsell, and 
witli tearcs, 

liijt tears, nor charms, nor herbs, nor couiiscll 
might 

U'>wage the fury, which hb entrails tcares ; 

strong is passion, that no reason hcarcs. 
riio wlien all other he!j)es slie saw to fiiile, 

^he luriid her selfe bacicc to her wicked leores 
Vml by her deuilish arts thought to prtuaili, 
lo bring her backe agamc. or worke her linall 
Uilc. 


25 

Which whenas she perceiu*d. she was disinayd 
At that same last extrx'mitie tall sore, 

And of her Safetie greatly grew alrayd ; 

And now she grin approHi to the sea s)ion*. 

As It Ix’fcll, that she amid (lie no more, 

Hut yield lier selfe to sjxiile of gn^-tlinesse 
Lightly she laiptxl, as ii wight forlore, 

From her dull horse, in i)es|x*r:iie distress*, 
And toher feet betooke her doufx full suktox vse. 

Not halfe so fast tlie wickctl Myrrha flcil 
From dread of her rtutnging futhirs bond . 
Nor halfe so fast to sauc hei muidcnluti, 

Fled fearefuU Daphne on tliVig«/i(« sirond, 
As FimmeU fled from that Monster yoiul, 

'Id reach the sai, ere she of him were raiighl : 
For irt the sea to drowne her selfe she fond, 
l^itlier tlien of the tyrant to be caught : 
Thereto ftare gaue her wmgs, and netde her 
courage taught. 


Eitioones out of her hidden caue she cald 
Va iiidcous beast, of horrible aspect, 
rhat could the stoutest courage haue apjxild ; 
Monstrous mishapt,and all his backe was sjx.'ct 
With thousand spots of colours queint elect, 

1 hereto so swift, that it all beasts did pas : 

1 ikc neuer yet did liuing eye detect ; 

Hut likcst it to an Hyena was, 
llui feeds on womens flesh, as others feede on 
k'ras 
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It forth slie cald, and gauc it strclght in clurge, 
niroii^'h tluckc and thin licr to pursew a^ucc, 
V mice to stay to rest, or breath at large, 

I ill her he had attaind, and brought in pku'e, 
quite dcuourd her beauties scornefull groa*. 
ide Monster swift as word, that from her went , 
<ut forth in hast, and did her footing trace 
Mire and swiftly, through his perfect sent, 
^■^qussingspeede, that shortly heheroucrhenl 


It fortuned (high (kx! did so ordaine) 

As she arriued on the roring shore, 

In mindo to Icaj^ into the mighty rnaint , 

A htlle Ixxite lay houing her ix*fore, 

In which ihiTc slept a hsher okl and ixire, 
The wliiles his nefs were drying on trie sand : 
Into the same she leapt, and with the ore 
Did thnist the slmllop from the Anting strand • 
So safetie found at sea, winch she found not ul 
land. 
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'1 he Monster ready on the pray to sc-ose, 

Was of his forward lio|x deainetl quight ; 

Ne durst assay to wade the ixihms seas, 
lint grcsxlily long gaping at the sight, 

At last in vaine was forst to lurnc las flight, 
And tell the idle tidings to his Darne : 

Yet to aucrige his deuilbh dc^plghl, 

He set vi)on her Palfrey lirccl lame. 

And slew luin cruelly, ere any reskew came 


when the fearefull Damzell nigh espide, 
to bid her fast away to flic ; 
vglv shape so sore her terrifide, 

1 I dreif to die, 

her flit Palfrey did so well ap}ily 
^ nimble feet to her conceiued fcare, 

whitest his breath did strength to him 
P ‘^'^ppiy» 

f ^ perill free he her away did bcare : 

^ when his force gin faile, his pace gan wwr 

ireare. 
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And after hauing him ernl)Owclled, 

To fill his hellish gorge, it rhaunsi a knight 
To passe that way, as forth he (001(111x1 ; 

It was a goodly Swaine, and of great might, 
As flier man that Woudy held did fight ; 

But in vaine sheowa, that wont yong knights 
bewitch, 

; And courtly lertiioet tooke ho delight, 

But rtthcr ioyd to be, then seemen «ich: 

For both to be and seeme to him was labour Ikh. 
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It, was to weetc the good Sir SatyrarUf 
That raurgdabroadto seeke aduenturcs wilde, 
As was his wont in forrest, and in piaine ; 

He was all armd in ru^ed steele >^dei 
As in the smoky forge it was compilde, 

And in his Scutchin bore a Satyres hed : 

He cotnming present, where the Monster vilde 
Vpon that milke-white Palfrcyes c^kas fed, 
Vnto his rcskew ran, and greedily him sped. 


There well perceiu’d he, that it was the horse. 
Whereon taire FlorinuU was wont to ride, 
That of that feend was rent without remorse : 
Much feared he, least ought did ill betide 
To t hat fa ire Mayd, the flowreof womens pride ; 
For her he dearcly loued, and in all 
His famous conquests highly magnifide : 
Besides her golden girdle, which did fall 
From her in mght, he found, that did him sore 
apall. 
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Full of sad feare, and doubtful! agony, 

Fiercely he flew vjwn that wick^ feend. 

And with huge strokes, and cruell battery 
Him forst to Icaue his pray, for to attend 
Him selfe from deadly daunger to defend : 
Full many wounds in his corrupted flesh 
He did engraue, and muchell bloud did spend, 
Yet might not do him dye, but aye more fresh 
And fierce he still appeard, the more he did him 
thresh. 
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He wist not, how him to despoile of life, 

Ne how to win the wished \ictory, 

Sith him he saw still stronger grow through 
strife, 

And him selfe weaker through infirmity ; 
Greatly he grew enrag’d, and furiously 
Hurling his sword away, he lightly Icpl 
Vpon the beast, that with great auclty 
Rored, and raged to be vnder*kept : 

Yet he perforce him held, and strokes vpon him 
hept. 

As he that striues to stop a suddein flood. 

And in strong banckes his violence enclose, 
Forceth it swell aboue his wonted mood, 

And largely ouerflow the fruit full piaine, 
That all the countrey seemes to be a Maine, 
And the rich furrowes flote, all quite fordonne: 
The wofuU husbandman doth lowd camplaiiKr 
To see his whole veares labour lost so soone, 
For which to God be made so many an idle 
boooe. 


So him he held, and through might amate: 
So long be held him, and him bet so long, 
That at the last his flercenesse gan abate, 
And meckely stoup vnto the victour strong : 
Who to auenge the implacable wrong, 

Which be supposed donne to Florimell, 
Sought by all meanes his dolour to prdong, 
Sith dint of steele his carcas could not cjuell: 
His maker with her charmes had framed hini so 
well. 
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The golden ribband, which that vir^n wore 
About her sclender wast, he tooke in hand, 
i And with it bound the beast, that lowd did rorc 
For great despight of tliat vnwonted band. 
Yet dared not his victour to withstand, 

But trembled like a lambe, fled from the pray, 
,And all the way him followd on the strand, 
As he had long bene learned to obay ; 

Yet neuer learnt he such seruice, til! that day, 


Thus as he led the B^t along the way, 

I He spide far off a mighty Giauntesse, 

Fast flying on a Courser dapled gray, 

From a bold knight, that witn great haidmessc 
Her liard pursewd,andsought lor tosupprevst ; 
She bore before her lap a dolefull Sejuire, 
Lying athwart her horse in great distress , 
P'jLst lx)un(l( n hand and footcwithcordsolwirc, 
Wliom she did ineane to make the thrall of her 
desire. 
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Which whenas Saiyrang beheld, in hast 
He left his captiue Beast at liberty, 

And aost the nearest way, by which he ra.‘'t 
Her to encounter, ere she passed by : 

But she the way shund nathemore for th\, 
But forward gallopt fast; which when he ‘'p\dc, 
His mighty spearc he couched warily, 

And at her ran : she hauing him dcscryd* , 
Her selfe to fight addrest, and threw her l(xle 
aside. 

Like as a Goshauke, ^t in foote doth beare 
A trembling Culucr, hauing spide on hight 
An Egle, that with plumy wings doth shenre 
The subtile ayre, stouping with all his might, 
The quarrey throwes to ground with fell 
despight, 

And to the battell doth her selfe prepare : 

So ran the Gcauntesse vnto the ^ht ; 

.Her firie eves with furious sparkes did stare. 
And with blasphemous bonnes high God in 
peecestare. 
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She Gwight in hand an hum great yron mace, 
Wherewith she many had of life depriued, 
But ere the stroke cc^ seize his ayroed pl^, 
His speareamids her sun-broad shidd arriued ; 
Ydt nathemore the Steele a sunder riued, 

All were the beame in bignesse like a mast, 
Ne her out of the stedfest sadle driued, 

But glaundn^ on the tempred mettall, brast 
Inthousand sluuers,and so lorth beside her post. 


iSt 
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IV this the good Sir Satwane gan wake 
Out of kisdreame,that did him longentraunoe, 
And seeing none in place, he gan to make 
Exo^ingroone, and curst limt cruellrhaunoe, 
Which reft from him so faire a cheuisaunoe r 
At length he spide, whereas that wofuU Squire, 
Whom he had rcskewed from captiuaunoe 
Of his Rtror^ foe. lav tumbled in the myre, 
Vnable to arise, or foot or hand to sly re. 
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HerStced didstagger with that puissaunt strooke; 
But she no more was moued with that might, 
Then it had lifted on an aged Oke ; 

Or on the marble Pillour, tbit is pight 
Vpon the top of Mount Olympus mght, 

For the braue youthly Champions to assay, 
With burning charet whedes it nigh to smite : 
But who that smites it, mars his loyous play, 
And IS the spectacle of ruinous decay. 
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Yet therewith sore enrag’d, wkh storne regard 
Her drcadfull weapon she to him addrest, 
Which on his helmet martellcd so hard. 

That made him low indme his lofty crest. 
And bowd his battred visour to his brest : 
Wherewithhe was so stund, that he n’ote rvde, 
Hut reeled to and fro from East to West ; 
Which when his ctucI enimy espyde, 

^hc lightly vnto him adioyned side to syde ; 

All- . 

And on ids collar laying puissant hand, 

* of his wauering seat him pluckt perforse, 
iVrforse him pluckt, vnable to withstand, 

< h hel|)e himwlfe, and laying thwart her horse. 
In hathly wise like to a canon corse, 

'^hc lx>re him fast away. Which when the 
knight, 

^lai her pursewed, saw, with great remorse 
aIIj touched in his noble spright. 

And gan encreasc his speed, as she encrcast her 
night. 

when as nigh approching she espyde, 
^hc threw away her burden angrily ; 
n)r she list not the battell to wide, 

But made her sdfe more light, away to fly : 
^ her the hardy knight pursewd so nye, 
almost in the ba^ oft her strike : 
still when him at hand she did espy, 
tunid, and semblauncc of faire fight did 
make; 

^heo he ftayd, to flight agaioe she did her 


To whom approching, well he mote perreiue 
In that foule plight a comely personage. 

And louelv face, made fit for to deaiue 
Fraile Laoies hart with loues consuming mge, 
Now in the blossome of his freshest age : 

He reard him vp, and loosd his yron bands, 
And after gan incjuire his parentage, 

And how he fell into that Gyaunts hands, 
And who that was, which clwced her along the 
lands. 
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Then trembling yet through fc-are, the Squire 
besj)ake, 

That Geauntesse Arjanle is behight, 

A daughter of the Titans which did make 
Warreagainst heauen,and heaped hilson hl|At, 
To scale theskyes, and put hut from his ri^l : 
llcrsirc was.whomadthroughm^, 
And drunke with bloud of men, sUine by his 
might. 

Through incc>t, her of his owne mother Earth 
Whilomc begot, being but halfe twin of that 
berth. „ 


For at that berth another lialie she bore, 

To weet the mighty OUyphant, that wrought 
Great wreake to many errant knighta of yore, 
And many hath to foule confusion brouj^t. 
'ITicse twinnes, men say, (a thing far poiMing 
thought) 

Whiles in their mothers wombe endosrl they 
were, 

Ere they into the lightsome world wcrebnxjght, 
In fleshly lust were mingled both yfere, 

And in that monstrous wise did to the world 
appere. ^ 

So Im’d they euer after m like sin, 

Gainst natures law, and good bchauioure : 
But greatest shame was to that maiden twin. 
Who not content so fowly to deuoure 
Her nadue flesh, and staine her brothers bowre, 
Did wallow in all other fleshly myre, 

And suflred beasts her body to deflosrre : 

So wbot she burned in that lustful! tyn, 

Yet ill that might not slake her sensuafl d^ynt. 
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But ouer a|l the countrey she did launge, 

To seeke young men, to quench her flaming 
thrust, 

And feed her fancy with delightfull chaunge : 
Whom so she Attest Ands to serue her lust, 
Through her maine strengtli, in which she 
roost doth trust. 

She with her brings into a seaet lie, 

Where in etemall bondage dye he must, 

Or be the vassal! of her pleasures vile, 
Andinallshamefull sort him sclfe with her defile. 


So well I to laire Ladies seruice did, 

And found such fauour in their louing harte<, 
That ere the yeare his course had compassid, 
Three hundr^ pledges for my good desarte^. 
And thrise three hundred thanks for my good 
partes 

I with me brought, and did to her present : 
Which when she saw, more bent to eke my 
smartes, 

Then to reward my trusty true intent. 

She gcin for me deuise a grieuous punishment 


Me seely wretch she so at vauntage caught. 
After she long in waite for me did lye. 

And meant vnto her prison to haue brought. 
Her lothsome pleasure there to satisfyc ; 

That thousand deathes me leuer were to dye, 
Then breake the vow, that to faire Columbdi 
I plighted haue, and yet keepe stedfastly : 

As (or my name, it mistreth not to tell ; 

(^11 me the SqityreoJ Dames, tliat me beseemeth 
well. 
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But that bold knight, whom ye pursuing saw 
That Geauntesse, is not such, as she seemed, 
But a faire virgin, that in inartiall law. 

And deedesofannesaboue all Dames isdeemed, 
-And aboue many knights is eke esteemed, 
For her great worth ; She PaUadim is hight : 
She you from death, you me from dread rc- 
deemed. 

, Ne any may that Monster matdi in Aght, 

But sho,or such as she, that is so chastea wight. 


Her well beseemes that Quest (quoth Satyr ane) 
But read, thou SquyreoJ Dames, whiitvoynstlus, 
Which tliou vpon thy selfe hast lately ta’nc ? 
That shall I you recount (quoth he) ywis, 

So be ye picasd to jardon all amis. 

That gentle lady, whom 1 lone and serue, 
After long suit and weary stniins, 

Did aske me, how I could her loue descrue, 
And how she might be sure, that I would neucr 
swerue. 


I glad by any rneiuics her graie to game, 
liid her commaund my life to sauc, or s|uU. 
Kftsoones she bad me, with incessaunt {HUnc 
. To wander tluough llie world abroad at will. 
And euery where, where with iny power or skill 
1 might do seruk'e vnto gentle Dames, 

That I ilie same should faithfully fulAil, 

And at the twelue moocthes end should bring 
thdl Qvnes ' [games. 

Aad pkdges ; as the spoiies of mv victorious 
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To weet, that I my trauell should resume, 
And with like labour walke the world arouTKl. 
Ne tuer to her presence should presume, 

Till I so many other Dames liad found, 

Ihc which, for all the suit I could propound, 
Would me refuse their pledges to afiord, 

But did abide for euer chast and sound. 

Ah gentle Squire (quoth he) tell at one word. 
How inanv foundst thou such to put in th\ 
record ? 
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In deed Sir knight (said he) one word may till 
All, that I euer found so wisely stayd ; 

For onely three they were disfxisd so well, 
And yet thr ec ycares I now abroad haue strayd. 
To find them out. Mote I (then laughing sayd 
The knight) inquire of thee, what wen tht'v 
three, 

The which thy proflrcd curtesie dcna\ d ? 

Or ill they seamed sure auizd to bee, 

Or brutishly brought vp, that neu’r did fashKm* 
sec. 
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Tlie Arst which then refused me (said ht'O 
Certts was but a common Courlisane, 

Yet flat refusd to haue a do with mee, 
Ik’causc I could not giuc her many a lane 
(I'hereat full hartely laughed Saiyratu) 

Tlie second was an holy Nunne to cha>e, 
Which would not let me lie her Giapix-lLuif. 
Because she knew, she said, I would discloH 

Her counsell, if she should her trust in me re[K>s( 


1'he third a Damzcll was of low degree, 
Whom I in countrey cottage found by (kuinc t . 
Full little weened I, that chastitee 
Had lodging m so meanc a maintenaunce. 
Yet was she faire, and m her countenarKC 
Dwelt simple truth in seemcly fashion. 

Long thus I woo’d her with dew oliseruan<(» 
In hope vnto my pleasure to haue won ; 

But w.os as farre at last, as when I Arstibegoc. 
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Sale her, I neuer anv woman found, 

That chastity did tor it sclfe embrace, 

Hut were for other causes hrme and sound ; 
Eitlier for want of handsome time and placx-, 
Or else for feare of shame and fowle disgrace. 
Thus am 1 hopelesse euer to alUiine 
My Ladies loue, in such a des^ierate case, 

Hut all my dayes am like to wast in vaine, 
Seeking to match the chaste with th’vndiaste 
Ladies trainc. 
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Perdy, (said Salyrane) thou Squire oj DanieSf 
Great labour fondly hast thou hent in liand, 
To get small thankes, and therewith many 
blames, 

Tliat may emongst Alcides labours stand 
Thence licke returning to the former hmd. 
Where late he left the Heast, he ouercainc. 
He found him not ; for he had broke his band. 
\nd was return’d againe vnto his Dame, 
lo tell wlial tydings of fairc hlorwull Ixramc. 


Cant. VIII. 

The Wtlch cr rates a smuy Ijidy, 
like to Florttnell, 

Who woti^d by Cork by Proteus sau'd^ 
h sought by Pariddl 

v''\^XOC'X•X-X^X^X<X^X^X^X^X^X^' 


I 

oft as I this history record, 

My hart doth melt with mecre compassion, 
io tliinkc, how c.iiiselesse of her owiie a<iord 
I I'is gentle Damzcll, whom I write vjxai, 
''l.oi.ld plongcd be in such affliction, 

Uuhoiit all hojx* of comfort or relicfc, 
lli'it ‘lire I ueuie, the hanlcst hart of stom, 
i!(i lurdly find to aggrauatc her grulc , 
L'r miscrv iraues rather mcrric, then rrpriefe. 


I'Ut lliat accurst d Ihig, her IiosIcsm* late, 

Had so criranckled Ik r rnalitioii-> luirt, 
fh.il she desyrd tii’abndgenienl of her fate, 
dr long enlargement of her |)amelull smart. 
>ow when the Ik-a.st, wliich by her wicked art 
Lite forth she sent, she backe returning spvde, 
Tvdc with her broken girdle, if a j>art 
^ ^'^frich spoy les, whe)m he had earst deslrovd, 
^hc weend, and wondrous gladnesse to her liart 
ai>plvde. 
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And with It running liasl’ly to her sonne, 
Thought with that sight him much to hunt 
reliucd ; 

Who thereby deeming sure the thing as domic 
His former griefe with (urie fresh rcuiued, 
Much more then earst , aiul would haue alMlts 
nued 

I'he hart out of his brest ; for sith her ded 
He surely dempt,hnaselfe he thought depnucel 
Quite of all ho|ic, wherewith he king liad fed 
Ills fewhsli malidie, and long tune had mislee). 

4 

With thought whereof, exct'cding mml he grew, 
And 111 his rage his mother would liaue siaine, 
Had .she not fled into a .secret mew, 

Where she was wont her Sprights to entcrtainc 
I The maisicrs of her art : there was she faine 
I To call them all in order lo her ayde, 

And them coniurc vpon cternall paine, 

To counsell her so carefully dismayd, 

How she might luale her sonne, whose senses 
! were deoiyd 

I 5 

' Hy their aduisc*, and her owne witkerl wit, 

I .She there deuix'd a wondrous workc to frame, 
1 Whose like on earth was ncucr framed yit, 
i I’hat cucri Nature sclfc enuide tlic same, 

And grudg’d to seethecounlerfet shouldsliamr 
'Phe tiling It selfc. In liand slic boldly tooke 
I'o make another like the fornar Darne, 
Another hlorimell, in sIuijk; and lookc 
So liuely and so like, that nmny it mistooke 

6 

Th( substance, wlicreol she the IkxIic made, 
VV.is j^urrst .snow m nia*^sie innulil congdild, 
Whuh she had gathered in a sliadic glade 
Of the Uifdiaan hils, to her rtuiald 
Hyirr.inlSpriglil.s,biJt from all mrnconceakl.’ 
The virnc she lunpnd with fine Menury, 
And virgin wex, that neuer yet was heald, 

; And mmgled them with {lerfrct vermily, 

'1 hat like a liuely siuiguine it seem’d to I lie eye. 


In stead r»f cy(' two burning lirnjxs slie set 
III silucr sorkets, shyning like flic skyes. 

And a qiiirkc niouing Spirit did arrd 
7’o stirre and roll tliem, like a womans cyer. ' 
In stead of yellow lorkes she <lid deuise, 

With golden wyre to weaue her curled head , 
Yet gokicn wyre was not so yi flow thrise 
As h'lorimeUs fairc haire : and in the sfiad 
Of life, she put n .Spright fo nile the carkasse dead. 
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A wicked Spright fraught with Owning guile, 
And faire resemblance aboue all the rest, 
Which with the Prince of Darknesse fell some- 
while, 

From heauens blisse and euerlasting rest ; 

Him needed not instruct, which way were best 
Himselfe to fashion hkest Fbrtmell, 

Ne how to speake, ne liow to vse his gest, 

For he in counter feisance did cxcell, 

And all the wyles of wemens wits knew passing 
well. 

9 

Him shaped thus, she deekt in garments gay, 
Which Florimell had left behind her late. 

That who so then her saw, would surely say, 

It was her selfc, whom it did imitate, 

Or fairer then her selfc, if ought algate 
iiight fairer be. And then she forth her 
brought 

Vnto her sonne, that lay in feeble state ; 

Who seeing her gan strcight vpstari, and 
thought 

She was the Lady selfe, whom he so long had 
sought. 

10 

Tho fast her clipning twixt lus armes twaine, 
Extremely ioyed in so happie sight, 

And soone forgot his former sickly paine ; 

But she, the more to sceme such as she hight, 
Coyly rebutted his embracement light ; 

Yet still with gentle countenaunce retained, 
Enough to hold a foole m vaine delight : 

Him long she so with shadowes entertained. 
As her Creatresse had in charge to her orrUinc<I. 

n 

Till on a day, os he disposed was 
To walke the woods with that his Idole faire, 
Her to disport, and idle time to {)as, 

In th’opcn freshnessc of the gentle aire, 

A knight that way there chaunced to repaire ; 
Yet knight he was not, but a boastfull swatne. 
That deedes of armes had euer in des{>aire, 
Proud Bra^admhiOf that in vaunting vainc 
His glory did repose, and credit did maintaine. 

12 

He seeing with that Choric so faire a wight. 
Decked with many a costly ornament, 

Much merueiled thereat, as well he nught. 
And thought that matcha f owle disparagement: 
His bkwdic speare eftsoones he boldly bent 
Against thesillydowne.whodeadthroughfeare, 
Fell streight to ground in great astooish^t; 
Villein (said he) this Ladie is my deare, 

Dy, if thou it gainesay : I will away her beare. 


The f earef ull Chor le durst not punesay , nor doo(; 
But trembling stood, and yielded him the pray ; 
Who finding Title leasure her to wooe, 

On Trmparts steed her mounted without stay, 
And without reskew led her quite away. 
Proud man himselfe then Braggadocchiodc^mi^il, 
And next to none, after that happie day, 
Being [jossessed of that spoyle, which seemed 
The fairest wight on ground, and most of men 
esteemed. 

But when he saw himselfe free from poursuto, 
He gan make gentle purpose to his Dame, 
With terrnes of loue and lewdnessc dissolute , 
For he could well his glozing speaches frarre 
To such vaine vses, tliat him best bcnimc , 
But she thereto would lend but light regard, 
As seeming sory, that she euer came 
Into his powre, that vsed her so hard, 

To reaiie her honor, which she more then li’* 
prefard. 

Thus as they two of kmdnessc treated long. 
Tliere them by thuunce encountred on the wa ' 
An armed knight, vpon a courser strong, 
Wliose trampling feet vi)on the hollow l.i\ 
.Seemed to thunder, and did nigh afiray 
d'lut (.'ajx^ns courage : yet he looked grim. 
And fam’d to cheare his Ladic in dismay ; 
Who seem’d for fearc to quake in euery lim. 
And her to saue from outrage, meekely praved 
him. , 

iO 

Fiercely tliat stranger forw'ard came, and ri'gli 
Approchingjwith bold words and bitter tlin-it, 
Bad that same boaster, as he mote, on high 
To leaue to him that Lady for exchcat, 

Or bide him battell without further treat. 
That rlullenge did too peremptory sceme, 
And fild his senses with abashment great ; 
Yet seeing nigh him ieopardy extreme, 

He It dissembled well, and light seem’d to 
esteemc. 

17 

Saying, Thou foolish knight, that weenst witli 
words 

To sU'ale away, that I withblowes hauewonno, 
And brought throgli points of many perilo'i^ 
swords : 

But if thee list to see thy Courser ronne. 

Or proue thy selfe, this sad encounter shonne, 
And seeke else without hazard of thy hed. 

At those proud words that other knight be* 
gonne 

To wexe exceeding wroth, and him ared 
To tume his steedc about, or sure be should be 
ded 
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Siih then isaid Bragmdacchio) needes thou wilt 
Thy dayoabridge^tfoogh proofe of puissance, 
lurnc wc our stedes, tkit both in ^uall tilt 
May meet a^ine, and each take happie chance. 
Tlus said, they both a furlongs mountenance 
Kctyrd their steeds, to ronne in eucn race : 

But Braggfldocchio with his bloudie lance 
Once hauing turnd, no more returnd his face, 
But left his loue to lo8se,and fledhimselfe apace. 

19 

riic knight him seeing fly, had no regard 
Him to poursew, but to the Ladie rode, 

And liauing her from Ttomparl lightly reard, 
V()on his Qnirser set the louely lode, 

And with her fled away without abode. 

Well weened he, that fairest Florimell 
It was, with whom in company he yode, 

And so her selfe did alwaies to him tell ; 

So made him tliinke him selfc in heauen, that 
was in hell. 

20 

B<it FlortmtU her selfc was farre away, 

Driucn to great distresse by Fortune straunge, 
And taught the careful! Mariner to play, 
iiiih late mischaunce had her compeld to 
chaungc 

The land for sea, at randon there to raunge : 
Yet there that cruell Queene auengeresse, 

Not satlsfide so farre her to est raunge 
Prom courtly blisse and wonted happinesse, | 
fad heape on her new waues of weary wretched- 
nesse. 

21 

Fiy being fled into the fishers bote, 
for refuge from the Monsters crueltie, 

Long so she on the mightie maine did flotc, 
with the tide droue forward carelcslic ; 
For th’aire wasmilde, and cleared was theskie. 
And all his windes Dan Aeolus did kcepe. 
From stirring vp their stormy cnmitic, 

Ai pittying to sec her waile and wcepe ; 
all the while the fisher did securely slecpe. 


Usl whendroncke withdrowsinesse, he woke, 
And saw his drouer driue along the streamc, 
He wasdLsmayd,and thrise his breast he stroke. 
For maruell of that accident extreame ; 

when he saw that blazing beauties beame, 
J^ch with rare light his bote did beautific, 
He marueikl more, and thought he yet did 
drearoe 

Not wefl awakt, or that some extasie 
^***^*^ had his sense, or dazed was his eie. 


But when her well auizmg, he iwroeiuM 
To be no vision, nor fantasticke sight, 

Great comfort of her presence he concciueil, 
And felt in his old courage new delight 
To gin awake, and stir re his frozen spright ; 
Tlio rudely askt her, how slic thither came. 

Ah (said she) father, I note read aright, 

What liardmisfort line brought me to tlicsiune ; 
Yet am 1 glad that here I now in safety am. 

But thou good man, sith farre in sea we lire, 
And the great waters gin apace to swell, 

That now no more we can the mainc-land sec, 
Haue care, I pray, to guide the cock-bole well, 
I/sist worse on sea then vs on land befell. 
Thereat th’old man did nought but fomilygrin, 
And said, his boat the way could wisely tell : 
But hb decciptfull eyes did neuer Hn, 

To looke on her faire face, and inarke her snowy 
skin. 

25 

The sight whereof in his congealed flesh, 

Infixt such secret sting of greedy lust, 

That the drie withered stocke it gan refresh, 
And kindled heat, that soonc in flame forili 
brust : 

The driest wood is soonest burnt to dust. 
Rudely to her lie lopt, and his rough hand 
Whereill became liim, rashly would hauc thru.u , 
But she with angry scorne him did wilhstond, 
Andshamcfully reproued for his rudencsse fond. 

26 

But he, that neuer good nor maners knew, 

Her sharpe rebuke full lit It* did eslecmc ; 
flard is to teach an old hor.se amble trew, 
llie inward smoke, iliat did before but stecnic. 
Broke into open fire and raa extreme, 

And now he strength adde vnto his will, 
Forang to doe, that did him fowlc miaseeme 
Ikastly he threw her downe, ne car'd to sjall 
Her garments gay with scales of fish, that all did 
fill. 

27 

The silly virgin stroue him to withstand, 

All that she might, and him in vainc rcuikJ^ 
Shcstruggled strongly both with foot and l^, 
To saue her honor from that villaine viW, 
And cride to heauen, from humane helpc cxiW. 
Oye braue knights, that boast this 
Where be ye now, when she is nigh defiW 
Of filthy wretch ? well may shee you reproue 
Of faUhood or of slouth, when most it may 
behoue. 
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But if that thou, Sir Satyran, didst weete, 

Or thou, Sir PeridwrCt her sorie state, 

How soone would yee assemble many a fleete, 
To fetch from sea, that ye at land lost late ; 
Towres, Gties, Kingdomes ye would ruinate. 
In your auengement and dispiteous rage, 

Ne ought your burning fury mote abate ; 

But if Sir Calidore could it presage, 

No lining aeature could his cruelty asswage. 

29 

But sith that none of all her knights is nye, 
See how the heauens of voluntary grace. 

And soueraine fauour towards chastity. 

Doe succour send to her distressed cace : 

So much high God doth innocence embrace. 

It fortuned, whilest thus siie stifly stroue, 
And the wide sea im^wrtuncd long spare 
Withshrilhng shriekes, Pro/e/cy abroad did roue, 
Along the fomy wanes driuing his finny drouc. 

Proteus is Shepheard of the seas of yore, 
Andhaththecliargcof A/r/j/nn^^mightie heard ; 
An aged sire witli head all frory bore, 

And sprincklcd frijst vpon his dcawy lx*ard . 
Who when those pittifull outcries he heard, 
'Fhrough all the seas so ruefully resound, 

His charet swift in haste he timber steurd, 
Which with a tceme of scaly Phocas bound 
Was drawne V[X)n the waues, that fomed liim 
around. 

And cornming to that Fishers wandring liote, 
riiat went at will, wilhoutcn carde or savle. 
He tlurein saw that yrkesomc sight, which 
smote 

Deepe indignation and comjwssion frayle 
Into lus liart ultona* : slreight did he luyk 
'llie greedy villein from his ho[)al pray. 

Of which he now did very htle fayle. 

And wi th lus staffe, tha t dnues his 1 lc;u d astray, 
Him bet so sore, tliat life and sense did much 
dismay. 

rhe wlules the pitteous laidic vp did ryst , 
Ruflled and fowly raid with filthy soylc, 
Andblul)bred face with teajcs of her faire e>(s: 
Her heart nigh broken was with weary toyle, 
Tosaue her sclfe from tliat outrageous spoylc, 
But when slie looked vp, to wcet, what wight 
Had her from so infamous fact assoyld, 
Forsliamc.but more for feare of his grim sight, 
Downe in her lip she hid her face, and loudly 
shright. I 


Her selfe not saued yet from daunger dred 
She thought, but chaung’d from one to otl 
feare ; 

Lake as a fearefull Partridge, that is fled 
From the sharpe Hauke, which lier attach 
neare. 

And f'dls to ground, to seeke for succour thea 
Whereas the hungry Spaniels she does sp\ 
With greedy iawes her readie for to tcare 
In such distresse and sad [lerplexity 
Was Flortmell, when Proteus she did see tla nl 

34 

But he endcuoured with speeches mildt 
Her to recomfort, and accourage bold, 
Bidding her feare no more her foeman vikl 
Nor doubt hirnsclfe ; and who he was, her tol 
Yet all that could not from affright lier ho 
Ne to recomfort her at all preuayld ; 

For her faint heart was with the froztn tui 
Benumixi so inly, tliat her wits nigh fayhl. 
And all her senses with abashment quite wt 

Her vp betwixt his rugged hands he reard. 
And with his frory lips full softly kist, 
Whiles the cold ysickles from his rough beni 
Dropjxd adowne vpon her yuone brest : 
Yet he liimselfe so busily addrest, 

Tliat her out of astonishment he wrought, 
And out of that same fishers filthy not 
Rcmouing her, into his charct brought. 
And there with many gentle termes Ixr lai 
bcsoi ght. , 

36 

Ifut that old learhour, which with bold .ism> 
Hut Ix-autic durst presume to violate, 

He cast to punish for his hainous fault , 
Then tookc he liim yet trembling sith of !.»' 
.And tyde Ix'hind his charct, to aggrate 
The virgin, whom lie liad abusde so sore 
So drag’d him through the wanes in seoriu li 
stale, 

And after cast him \p, \']x)n the shore . 
But FlontveU w'wh him vnto hi« Imwrc lu Ixn 

37 

His Ixiwre is in the bottome of the inaine. 
Vndcr a mightic rockc, gainst wlueh do rai 
The roaring billow« s in ihcir proud disdair.' 
Tliat with the angry working of tlic waue. 
Therein is eaten out an hollow caue, (let 
That seemes rough Masons liand with engii 
Had long while laboured it to engruue : 
There was his wonne, ne liuing wight was tA\ 1 
Sauc one old Nymph, hight Panope to koq^ 
cleane. 
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Thither he brought the sonr FlortmfU, 

And entertainwl her the best he might 
And Pattope her entertaind eke well, 

As an immortall mote a mortall wight, 

To winne her liking vnto his delight : 

With flattering words he sweetly wooed her. 
And offered faire gifts t’allure her sight. 

Hut she both offers and the offerer 
Dcspysde, and all the fawning of the flatterer. 


Daily he tempted her with tlus or that, 

And neuer suffred her to be at rest : 

Hut cuermore she him refused flat, 

And all his fained lundiiessc did detest, 

So firmely slie had sealed vp her brt'St. 
Sometimes he boasted, tliat a God he hight : > 
Hut she a mortall creature loued best : I 

Then he would make himselfe a mortall wight; | 
But then she said she lou’d none, but a Faenc 
knight. 

40 

Then like a Faerie knight himselfe he drest ; 
For eucry shape on him he could endew : 

Tlicn Ukc a king he was to her exprest, 

And offred kingdomes vnlo her in vew, 

To be his Leman and his Ladie trew ; 

Hut when all this he nothing saw prcuaile, 
With harder meanes he cast her to sulxlew , 
And with sharpe threates her often did assaile, 
So thinking for to make her stubborne courage 
quaile. 

41 I 
To dreadful! shapes he did himselfe transforme, j 

Now like a Gyanl, now like to a feend, 
llicn like a Centaure, then like to a storinc, I 
Raging witliip the wanes : lliereby he weend j 
i ler will to win vnto his wished end. ; 

r»ut when with fcarc, nor fauour, nor with all ■ 
i le else could doe, lie saw himselfe esle< rmi, ! 
I)f>wnc in a Dongeon dcefK' he let her fall, j 
And threatned there to make her his eteinall 
thrall 

42 

Ttf rrull thraldome was to her more laft, 
l^n losse of chastitic, or cliaunge of loue 
Die had she rather in tormenting gnefe, 

Tlien any should of falsenessc her reprout, 

Dr loosenesse, that she lightly did rtmoue. 
Most verti^CH© virgin, gloiy be thy met<l, 
Andcit)wnepfhcauenlypraisewithSainl‘;aboue, 
'''dierc most sweet hymmes of tliis thy famous 
deed 

siai emongst them song, that far my ryines 
exceed 
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Fit song of Angels caroleil to Ix^e ; 

Hut yet wliat so my feeble Muse can iraiia, 
Shall be I’aduanec thy gotxlly cliustitn, 

And to enroll thy memorable name, 

In th'heart of cuery honourublc Dame, 

That they thy vertuous ile(\ks may iimtuti . 
And be p.irlakcrs of thy endlcsse fame. 

It yrkes me, leaue thee in tlus wofull stutt, 
To tell of Satyrantf where I hmi left of late 

AA 

Who liaumg tnded with tliat Si^uitc vj lkim\ 
A long discourse of lus aduenlurcs vainc, 

The which him.selfe,thcn Indies more defiuTK-s, 
And finding not th’ Hyena to lx? sl.unc, 

With that same Squire, retnrnetl biuke iigiiiiM- 
T»» his first way. And as they forsvard weni . 
ITieN-sjivde a knight fairennckingoiilhcpliniu , 
As if he were on si'iiu* adiienlurc bent, 

And m his jxjil np|KMre<l miuily h.irdinriMM 

Sir Salvtane him towards did addresse, 

To wtTt, wliat wight he w-us, and what 
quest : 

And comming mgh, tftsooncs he gan to gessc 
Holh by tk' burning liarl, whuh on lus bre‘t 
He bare, and by the colours in his crest, 

That PandfU il was. Tlio to him yod«', 

And him saluting, as Ixscimtd best, 

(ian first inquire of t) dings farre ubto<Je ; 
.And afterwurdes, on wliat aduenture now )h 
r(xJ( 

, 

Who thereto nn.swx ring, said ; The tydingslxu). 
Which now in Fairie court all men do tell. 
Which turiud liaih gnat mirth, to mourning 
s.ad. 

Is the late ruine of proud MarineU, 

And suddem jartiin of fnirc Flortnull, 

'! o find him ff>rih : and afti r her are goiif 
All thebraiiekriighls, tluitdrxn inarmesexiell, 
To s;uieg'nr<l hr r. wandred all alone , 
Emong^t the re^t mvlot (viiwortliy)is tolx onc 


Ah gtntle knight (said thin Sir Salvrayu) 

'Thy laliour all is lost, I grnitly dread. 

Tliat hast a ihanklcssc striiKe on ihtt fa'/w, 
And oflrest sacrifice vnto tk dear! : 

For dead, I surely doubt, thou maist aread 
Henceforth for eiier hlmmell to k, 

That ail the noble knights of Maydenhiod. 
Which lier ador’d, may sore rej^erit with rwf, 
And all faire I^adies may for euer sory be- ' 
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Wliich words when Paridell had heard, his hew Cciftt, IX, 


Gan greatly chaungc, and seem’d dismayd to 
bee; 

Then said, Faire Sir, how may I weene it trew, 
That ye doe tell in such vneertaintee ? 

Or speake ye of report, or did ye see [sore ? 
lust cause of dread, that makes ye doubt so 
For perdie else how mote it euer bee. 

That euer hand should dare for to engore 
Her noble bloud ? the hciiuens such crueltie 
abhore. 

. 

These eyes did see, tlut they will euer rew 
J ’haue scene, (quoth he) when as a monstrous 
beast 

The Palfrey, whereon she did trauell, slew, 
And of his bowels made his bloudie feast : 
Wliich speaking token sheweth at the least 
Her certaine losse, if not her sure decay : 
Besides, that more suspition cncreast, 

I found her golden girdle cast astray, 
Dustaynd with durt and bloud, as rehque of the 
pray- JO 

Aye me, (said ParuUll) the slgnes be sad. 

And but God turnc the same to gotxl soothsay. 
That Ladies safetie Is sore to drad : 

Yet will I not forsake my forward way. 

Till triall doe more certaine tmth bewray. 
Faire Sir (quoth he) well may it you succeed, 
Ne long shall Satyrane behind you stay, 

But to the rest, which in this (^est proceed 
Idy labour adde, and be partake of their speed. 

. 51 

Yi; noble knights (said then thi Squire of Dames) 
Weil may ye speed in so praiseworthy paine : 
,^t sith tne ounne now g'mncs to slake his 
beames. 

In dcawy vapours of the westerne maine. 

Ami lose the teme out of his weary waine. 
Mote not mishke you also to abate 
Your xealous hast, till morrow next againe 
Both light of heauen,andstrengthof men relate : 
Which if ye please, to yonder castle tume your 
gate. 

52 

That counsell pleased well ; ^ all yfere 
Forth march^ to a Castle them before, 
Where soone arriuing, they restrained were 
Of readie entrance, which ought cuermore 
To errant knights be cotnmun : wondrous sore 
Thereat displcasd they were, till that young 
Squire 

Gan them informe the cause, why tliat samedore 
Was shut to all, which l^ng did desire : 
TV whtditoletyouweet.willmrthertime require. 


Malbecco will no straun%e knt^hls host. 
For peeuish gedosie : 

Paridell giusis with Britomari : 

Both shew their auncestrie. 
Q/X/X/X/X/X/X/X/^^ 

1 

Redoubted knights, and honorable DamCs, 

To whom I leuell all my labours end, 

Right sore I feare, least with vnworthy blanks 
This odious argument my rimes should shend, 
Or ought your goodly patience offend, 
Whiles of a wanton Lady I do write, 

Which with her loose incontinence doth blend 
The shyning glory of your soueraigne light. 
And knightho^ fowle defaced by a faithlessc 
knight. 

2 

But neuer let th’ensample of the bad 
Offend the good : for good by paragone 
Of euill, may more notably be rad, 

Aswhitcseemesfairer^nachtwithblackeattono, 

Ne all are shamed by the fault of one : 

For lo in heauen, whereas all goodnesse is. 
Emongst the Angels, a whole legione 
Of wicked Sprights did fall from happy blis , 
What wonder then, if one of women all aid nib^ 


Then listen Lordings, if ye list to weet 
The cause, why Satyrane and Paridell 
Mote not be entertaynd, as seemed meet, 
Into that Castle (as that Squire does tell ) 
Therein a cancred crabbed Carle docs dwell, 
That has no skill of Court mr courtesie, 

Ne cares, what men say of him ill or well ; 
For all his dayes he drownes in priuitie, 

Yet has full large to hue, and spend at libertie. 

4 

But all his mind is set on mucky pelfe, 

To hoord vp hcapes of cuill gotten masse, 

For which he others wrongs, arai wredees him 
sclfe ; 

Yet is he lincked to a loucly lasse, 

Whose beauty doth her bounty far surpasse. 
The which to him both far vn^uall y^es. 
And also far vnlike conditions has ; 

For she does ioy to play etnonjgst Vr pearc^. 
And to be free from lira ratraint and gcaloui 
feares. 
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But he is oW, and withered Uke hay, 

Vnfit fairc Ladies serukc to supi^ly ; 

The priuie guilt whereoi makes him alway 
Suspect truth, and keepe continuall spy 
Vpon her with his other bkncked eye ; 

Ne suffreth he resort of liuing wight 
Approdi to her, ne keepe her company, 

But in close bowre her mewes from mens 
sight, 

Depnu’d of kindly ioy and naturall delight 

6 

kiaibecco he, and Hellenore she hight, 

Vnfit 1^ yokt together in one tceme, 

Hiat IS the cause, why neucr any knight 
Is suffred here to enter, but he secme 
Such, as no doubt of him he necde misdecme. 
Thereat Sir Satyrane gan smile, and say ; 
Extremely mad the man I surely deerne, 

That wcencs with watch and hard restraint to 
stay 

A womans will, which is disposd to go astray. 


In vainc he feares that, which he cannot shonne : 
For who wotes not, lliat womans subtiltyes 
fan guikn Argus t when she list misdoniic ? 

It IS not yron bandes, nor hundred eyes. 

Nor brasen walls, nor manv wakefull spyes, 
That can witlihold her wilmll wandring feet ; 
Hut last good will with gentle curtesyes. 

And timely seruke to her pleasures meet 
May her perhaps containe, that else would 
algatcs fleet. 

8 

ITten is he not more mad (said PartdrJl) 

Tltat hath liimselfe vnto such scruice sold, 

In dolefull thraldome all his dayes to dwell ? 
Hjr sure a foole 1 do him firmely hold, 

Thu loues his fetters, though they wereof gold 
Hut why do we deuise of others ill, 

thus wc suffer this same dotard old, 
fo keepe vs out, in scome of his owne will, 
And rather donot ransack all, and him selfe kill? 


let vs first (said tyrant) entreat 
man by gentle meancs, to let vs in, 

And afterwardes affray with cniell threat, 
that we to eflbrcc it do begin : 
if all fayle, wc will by force it win, 

And eke reward the wretch for his mesprise, 
As may be worthy of his haynous sin. 

That counsell ple^ : then ParidtU did rise, 
^ to the (hnle gate approcht in quiet wiee. 


10 

Whereat soft knocking, entnuKC he desyid 
The good man selfe, which then the rorier 
playd, 

Him answered, that all were now retyrd 
Vnto their rest, and all Uie keyes conuayd 
Vnto their maistcr, who in bed was layd, 
That none liim durst awake out of his dreme; 
And therefore tlu*m of jiuticna* gently prayd. 
Then PartJcU began to rliaungc liis theme, 
And tlircatncd him with force and imnislumnl 
extreme. 

11 

But all in vaine ; for nought mote him relent, 
And now so long before the wicket fast 
Tlicy way teel, t lial the night wa.s forward sjK iit , 
And the hiire welkin fowly oucrcast, 

(ian blowcn vj) a bittir stormy blast, 

With shourc and h*iyle so horrible and drtd, 
That this faire many were comjxTd at last. 
To fly for succour to a little shed, 

TTicwhieh besirlctlic gate for swine was ordcreel. 

12 

It fortuned, soonc after they were gone, 
Another knight , w horn tcniix'st ihilhcr brought , 
Came to tliat Castle, and with earnest monc, 
Like as the rest , late entrance dcare besought ; 
But like so as the rest he prayd for nought. 
For flatly he of entrance was refusd, 

Sorely thereat he was displcasd, and thought 
How to auenge himstTfc so sore abusd, 

And eucrmorc the ( arle of curtcsic accusd. 

LT 

But to auoyde th’iniollcrablc stow re, 

He was compcld to seckc some refuge nearc. 
And to tliiit shed, to shrowd him from Om' 
sliowrc, 

Herainc, which full of guest s lie found why learc, 
So as he was not let to enter tlicrc : 

Whereat he gan to wex cxrt^Hlmg wroth, 
And swore, tlwt he would lodge with them yferc, 
Or them di.sIo<Jge, all were they hefc or loth ; 
And BO dtfide them each, and so defide tlk-m 
both. 

14 

Both were full loth to Icauc tliat ncedfull lent. 
And both full loth in darkenessc to debate j 
Yet both full hefe him Wging to liauc lent. 
And both full liefc his boasting to abate ; 

But chiefly Pandell his hart did pate, 

To heare nim thriatdi so despiglitfully, 

As if he did a dogge to kencll rate, 

That durst not borke ; and rather had he dy, 
Then when he was defide, in coward comer ly. 
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Tho hastily remounting to his steed, 

He forth issew’d ; like as a boistrous wind, 
Which ill th’earthes hollow caues liath long bin 
liid, 

And shut vp fast within her prisons blind. 
Makes the huge element against her kind 
To moue, and tremble as it were agast, 

Vntill that it an issew forth may find ; 

Then forth it breakes.and with his furious blast 
Confounds both land and seas, and skyes doth 
ouercasl. 

i6 

Their steel-hed speares they strongly rourht, 
and met 

Together with impetuous rage and forse. 

That with the terrour of their fierce aflret, 
rheyrudelydroiietogroundbothmanandhorse, 
That each awhile lay like a senreIe^so corse. 
But Paridfll sore brusod witli the blow, 

Could n(it ari-^c, the counterrhaungc to ^corse, 
Till that young Sc|uire him reared from Ixdow ; 
Then drew he his bright sword, and gan about 
him throw. j 

*7 . . I 

But Salyrane forth stepping, did them stay 
And with faire treatie jKiciiide their ire, 

Then when they were accorded from the fray, 
Against that (Xstles bird they gan conspire, 
To heape on him dew vcngeaunce for his hire. 
They bene agreed, and to the gatts thev goe 
'Po biirne the same with vnquencliahlc fire, 
And that vnnirteous ( arlc their commune foe 
To do fowle death to dye, or wrap m grieuous 
woe. 

i8 

MaEbecco seeing them resolu’d in dee<I 
To flame tlie gates, and hearing them to call 
For fire in earnest, ran witii teartfull specsl, 
And to them calling from the castle wall. 
Besought them humbly, him to IxTire with all. 
As ignoraunt of seni.ints bad abuse. 

And slacke altendaunce vnto straungers call 
The knights were willing all things to excuse, 
'rhmigh nought bedeu’d, and cntraunce late did 
not refuse. 

IQ 

Idiey bene ybrought into a comely liowrc. 
Andseru’aof all things that mote necdfull bee ; 
Yet secretly their hostc did on them lowrc, 
And welcomde more for feare, then cliaritee ; 
Ikit they dissembled, what they did not see, 
.\nd welcomed themselues. Each gun vndight 
Tlicir garments wet, and weary armour free, 
To dry them selucs by VuUanfs fUiping light, 
Andeke their btelybruzed parts tobringinplight 


20 

And eke that straunger knight emongst the rest 
Was for hke need enforst to disaray : 

Tho whenas vailed was her loftie aest. 

Her golden locks, that were in tramels gay 
Vpboijnden,did them selues adowne display, 
And raught vnto her hcelcs ;like sunny beames, 
dliat in a cloud their light did long time stay, 
Their vapour vaded,shewtheirgolden gleames, 
And through the persant aire shoote forth their 
azure St reames. 

21 

She also dofte her heauy habcricon. 

Which the faire feature of her limbs did hyde, 
And her well plighted frock, whicli she did won 
To tiicke about her short, when she did ryde, 
She low let fall, tliat flowcl from her lanck syde 
Downe to her foot, with carelesse modestee 
Then of them all she plainly was espyde, 

'I’o lie a woman wight, vnwist to bee, 

'Phe fairest woman wight, that euer eye did see 

22 

Like as Mtmriui, licing late rcturnd 
From slaughter of the Giaunts conquered ; 
Wliere proud Encelade, whose wide nosctlirils 
bumd 

With breathed (Umes, like to a furnace red, 

I 'Pransfixed with the spearc, downe tomblcd ded 
From top of Hmus, by him heaped hye ; 
Hath loosd her helmet from her lofty hed. 
And her Gor^onian shield gins to vntye 
From her left arme,to rc^st in glorious victorye 


Which whenas they Ix’held, they smitten were 
With great amazement of so wondrous sight. 
And each on other, urul they all on her 
Sto(xl gitzing, as if suddein great affright 
Had them surprised. At last auizing right, 
Her goodly personage and glorious hew, 

\Mii<.htheysomurhniistooke,thoytookedchght 

In their first errour, and yet still anew 
With wonder of her licaiity fed their hungry vew 

24 

Yet note their hungry vcw be satisfide, 

But seeing still the more desir’d to sec, 

And euer firmely fixed did abide 
In contemplation of diuinitie : 

But most they meruaild at her chcualree, 
And noble prowesse, which they had approued, 
That much they faynd to know, who she mote 
bee ; 

Yet none of all them her thereof amoued, 

Yet eueiy one her likte.and euery one her loued. 
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Xnd Paridell though partly discontent 
With lus late hilt and fowle indignity, 

Yet was soone wonne his malice to relent, 
llirough gnicious regard of her faiie eye, 

\i)d knightly worth, whidi he too Utc did try, 
Vet tried did adore. Supper was dight ; 

Ihea they Malbecco prayd of curtesy, 

M of his Lady they might haue the sight, 
\iid company at moat, to do them more delight. 

26 

Itul he to shift their curious request, 

Gan causen, why she could not come in place ; 
Her erased health, her late recourse to rt‘st. 
And humid eueniiig ill for sicke folkcs cicc ; 
But none of those excuses could take place ; 
No would they cate, till she in presence cmie. 
.She came in presence with right comely grace, 
And fairely them saluted, as Ixrainc, 

AikI sliewd her selfc in all a gentle curteous 
Dame 


Thenceforth to her he sought to inlmiaic 
Ills inward griefe, by mmnes to him well 
knownc. 

Now Ihcchis fruit out of the siluer plate 
Me on the table dislil, as omrlhrowne. 

Or of the fruit lull liquor oueillowne, 

And bv the duunnng bubbh'S did dunne, 

Or therun write to \a lib lone be sluwne ; 
Which Will she red out <if the Irariud line, 

A sacr.iment propfune in mistery i»l vmiu* 

.V 

And when so of hb liand the pledge she i.mghi . 
The guilty cup she fnined to mistake, 

And in her lap dni shed her idle draught, 
Shewing dtsire her inward flame to slake ; 

I'.y sui h ( l(bc ■'igiies they stTrel way did make 
Vnto thiir wils, and one eyes watch esnijn? ; 
'I uoi>i‘s lam netdeth, for to watch and wake. 
Who loik-rs will dereiue 1'hns was the np<>, 

1 »y their faire handling, put into Afu/fvccoeir cape 


27 , . I 

Tliey sate to meat, and Salyrunc his chaunce 
Was her before, and Paridell besyde ; 
lint he him selfe sate looking still askaunce, | 
(-kiinsl HrUomart, and cucr closely eyde 1 
Safyranc, that glauncc-s might not glyde : ' 
But his blind eye, that syded Pandell, j 
Ml his deincaisnure from his sight did hyde : ! 
On her faire face so did he fcH-dc his fill, j 
And sent close messages of louc to her at will. ! 


And cuer and anonc, when none was ware, 

With speaking lookes, that clexie embass,rgc 1 
U>rc, 

He rou'd at her, and told his secret care : , 

all that art he lc*arned liad of yore. 

'^ic was she ignoraunt of that lewd lore. 

But m Ins eye his meamng wisely red, 

And with the like liim answerd eucrmore : 

sent at him one lirie dart, whose lied 
B^fxiisned was with priuy lust, and gealousdrtd. 


n ( ^0 

trorn that deadly throw made no defence. 

^ to the wound his wcake hart opned wvdc ; 
1^ wicked engine through false influenci-, 

^^t through his eyes, and secretly did glyde 
his hart, which it did sorely gryde. 

[ut nothing new to him was that same fjaine, j 
^ l*fune at all ; for he so oft had tryde 
|X)wre thereof, and lou’d so oft in vaine, 
hat thing of course he counted, loue to entcr- 
hune. 


Now when ofmeatsanddrinkstlievlud their lill, 
rurjxjse was rnoued by lliat gentle Dame, 
V'nlo th(>-e knights aduenturous, to tell 
Of fkeds of armes, which vnto them btTiunc, 
And euery one lus kiiulnd, and liis niune. 
Then Pandfll, in whom a kindly pryde 
Of gr.Kioib'' peach, ill id skill his words to frame 
Alxnindcd, Ixung glad of so fit tyde 
Dim to commend to her, thus sjxike, of all well 
eyde. 

Jfov, tluit art now nought, but an idle' niimc. 
And in thiiic ashes buried low dost he, 

1 hough whilome far much greater then thy 
fume, 

Ik fore- that angry GckIs, and rniell skyc 
V|)r)n thee h(*apt a direfull dcstinic, 

What Ixxils ii Ivxbt tliy glorious dtsrerit. 

And fetch from heauen thy great (Icnealogie, 
Sith all thy worthy pravst^, Ixing blent. 

Their of-spnng lialh emlxiste, and later glory 
shent. 

M<>st famous Worthy of the world, by whorne 
Th.il war re was kindled, which did Trr/y inf kune, 
And stately towres of Hum whilomc 
Drought vnto baltfull ruint, was by nume 
Sir Paris far renowind through rcjBlr fame, 
Wlio through great f)rowesse and Ixld hard!- 
nessc, 

From Lacedemon fctdit the fairest Dame, 
That euer Greece did boost, or knight txrwcssc, 
Whom Venus to him gauc for mcc<i of worlhi* 
nessc. 
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Faire Hektie, flowre ot beautie excellent, 

And girlond ol the mighty Conquerours, 

That madest many Ladies deare lament 
The heauie lossc of their braue Paramours, 
Which they far off beheld irom Troian toures, 
And saw the fieldes of faire Scamander strowne 
With carcases of noble warrioures, 

Whose fniitlesse hues were vnder furrow 
sowne, 

And Xanihus sandy bankes with bloud all ouer- 
fk)wne. 

From him my linage I deriue aright, 

Who long before the ten yeares siege of Troy, 
Whiles yet on Ida he a shepheard hight, 

On faire Oenone got a louely boy, 

Whom for remembraunce of her passed ioy, 
She of his Father Parius did name ; 

Who, after Greekes did Priams rcalme destroy, 
Gathred the Troian reliques sau’d from flame, 
And with them s;iyling thence, to thTsle of 
Paros came. 

37 

That was by him cald Paros, which before 
Hight Nausa, there he many yeares did raine. 
And built NausicU by the Ponitek shore. 

The which he dying left next in remaine 
To Paridas his sonne. 

From whom I ParideU by kin descend ; 

But for faire Ladies loue, and glories game, 
My natiue soilc haue left, my (&yes to spend 
In sewing deeds of armes, my hues and labours 
end. 

.38 

Whenas the noble BrUontarl heard tell 
Of Troian warres, and Prtatns Citic sackt, 
The ruefull story of Sir ParideU, 

She was empassiond at that piteous act. 

With zelous enuy of Greekes cruell fact, 
Against that nation, from whose race of ol<i 
She heard, that she was lineally extract : 

For noble Brtlons sprong from Troians bold, 
And Troynouanl was built of old Troyes ashes 
cold. 

^ . 39 

Then sighing soft awhile, at last she thus : 

0 lamentable fall of famous towne, 

Which raignd so many yeares victorious, 

And of all Asie bore the soueraigne crowne, 
Inonesad night consumd, and ihrowen dowme : 
What stony hart, that hcares thy liaplesse fate, 
Is not empierst with deepe compassiowne. 
And makes ensample of mans wretched state. 
That floures so fresh at morne, and fades at 
euening late ? 


40 

Behold, Sir, how your pitiful! complaint 
Hath found another partner of your payne : 
For nothing may impresse so deare constraint 
As countries cause, and commune foes dis 
dayne. 

But if It should not grieue you, backe agayw 
To turne your course, I would to heare desyrt 
What to Aeruas fell ; sith that men sayne 
He was not m the Cities wofuU fyre 
Consum’d, but did him selfe to safetie niyre. 

41 

Anchyses sonne begot of Venus faire, 

(Said he,) out of the flames for safegard f]e<!, 
And with a remnant did to sea repoire, 
Where he through fatall errour long was 1^1 
Full many yeares, and weetlesse wandered 
From shore toshore,emongst theLybickesaiids, 

Ere rest he found. Much there he suffered, 
And many fienls past in forreme lands, 

To saue his jx^ople sad from victours vcngelull 
hands. 

At last in Lattum he did arriue, 

Where he with cruell warre was entertaind 
Of til’ inland folke, which sought him backe tc 
driue, 

Till he with old iMiinus was constraind, 

To contract wedlock : (so the fates ordaind ) 
Wedlock contract in bloud, and eke in blood 
Accomplished, that many deare coraplaind 
The nuall slaine, the viclour through tlic 
Esoipcd luin lly, li.irdly jiraisd lus wedlock good 

43 

\et after all, lie victour did suruiuc. 

And with Laltnus did the kingdome part 
But after, when both nations gan to slnuc, 
Into their names the title to conuart, 

His sonne Jiilus did from thence depart, 
With all the warlike youth of Troians bloud. 
And in long Alba plast his tlirone apart, 
^erc faire it flonshed, and long time stou(’ 
Till Romulus renewing it, to Rome remoud 

44 

There there (said Briiomart) a fresh appeard 
Tlie glory of the later world to spring, 

Knd Troy againe out of her dust was rcard, 
To sit in second scat of soueraigne king, 

Of all the world vnder her goueming. 

But a third kingdome yet is to arise, 

Out of the Troians scattered of -spring, 

Tliat in all glory and great enterprise. 

Both first and ‘JcrondT'riTyshalldare to equalise. 
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It Traytmiant is hi^ht, that with the waues 
Of wealthy Thanus washed is along, 

Vpon whose stubborne neck, whereat he raues 
Withroring rage, andsorehimselfedoes throng. 

That all men feare to tempt his billowes strong, 
She lastned hath her foot, winch standcs so hy, 
'fhat it a wotKier of the world is song 
In forreinc landes, and all which passen by. 
Beholding it from far, do thinke it threates the 
skye. 

46 

The Troian BrtUe did first that Ciiie found, 
And Hygate made the meare thereof by West. 
And Ouert gate by North ; that is the bound 
Toward the land ; two riuers bound the rest. 
So huge a scope at first him seemed best, 

To be the compasse of his kingdomes seat : 

So huge a mind could not in lesser rest, 

Ne in small meares containe his glory great. 
That Albion had conquered first by warlike feat. 

47 

Ah fairest Lady knight, (said Parid^U) 

Pardon I pray my heedlesse ouersight. 

Who liad forgot, that whilome I heard tell 
From aged Mnemon ; for my wits bene light 
Indeed he said (if I remember right,) 

Tliat of the antique Troian stocke, there grew 
Another plant, that raught to wondrous lughi, 
•And far abroad his mighty branches tlirew, 
Into the vtmost Angle of the world he knew. 

For tliat same J5ru/e, whom much hedidaduaunce 
[jj ^11 bis speach, was Syluius his sonne. 

Whom haumg slaine, through luckles arrowes 
glauncc 

be fled for feare of that he had misdonne, 

<fr else for shame, so fowle reproch to shonne, 
Aiid with him led to sea an youthly trayne, 
Where weane wandring they long time did 
wonne, 

And many fortunes prou’d in Ocean maync, 
great aduentures found, that now were 
long to sayne. 


At last by fatall course they driucn were 
Into an Island spatious and brode, 

The furthest North, that did to them aimearc 
Which after rest they seeking far abrodeT 
Found it the fittest soylc for tlieir abode, 
Fruitfull of all things ht for liuing foode. 

But wholy wast, and void of |)et>ples irodc, 
Saue an huge nation of the Geaunts broode, 

1 liat fed on liuing flesh, and dr unckc meus vitall 
blood. 

50 

WlK)m he tluough wearic wars and labours long, 
Subdewd witli losse of many Britons bold ; 

In which the great Gormagot of strong 
Corineus, and Couhn of Drbon old 
Were ouerthrowne, and layd on th’earth full 
cold. 

Which quaked vnder their so hideous masse, 
A famous history to be cnrold 
In euerlasting moniments of brasse. 

That all the antique Worthies merits far did 
passe. 

5 * 

His worke great Trovnouani, his worke is eke 
Faire Lincolne, both renowmed far away. 
That who from East to West will endlong 
seeke, 

Cannot two fairer Citiw find this day. 

Except Cleopohs : so heard I say 
Old Mnemon. Tlicrcfore Sir, I greet you well 
Your countrey kin, and you entirely pray 
Of pardon for the strife, which late befell 
Betwixt V’s both vnknowne. So ended Paridell. 

52 

But all the while, that he these sfxiiches spent, 
Vjxin his lips hong faire Dame Uellenoref 
With vigilant rerard, and dew attent, 
Fashioning worlds of fancies cuermore 
In her fraile wit, tliat now her quite forlorc : 
The whiles vnwares away her wondring eye, 
And greedy cares her weake hart from her 
bore: 

WTiich he pcrceiuing, cuer priuily 
In sfxnking, many false bclgardes at her let fly. 


So long these knights di'icoursed diuersly. 

Of .straungc affaires, an<] noble liardiment. 

Which thty had p^t with mickle icopardy, 

That now the humid night was farforlh spent, 

And heauenly lampes were halfcndtale ybrent : 

Which th’old man seeing well, who too long thought 
Eucry discourse and euery argument, 

Whidi by the boures he measured, besought 
Them go to rest. So all vnto their b^es were brought. 
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Pandell rapeth Hellenore 
Malbecco her pursewes : 

Pindes emorij^st Salyres, whence with him 
To lurne she doth refuse. 

1 

The morow next, so soonc as Phadfus Lamp 
licwraycd had the world with early light, 

And fresh Aurora had the shady damp 
Out of the goodly lieaueii amoucd quight, 
Faire Bnlomrl and that same Faerie knight 
Vprose, forth on their iourncy for to wend : 
But Paridell complaynd, that his late fight 
With Drilomarl, so sore did him ofiend, 

Tlrat ryde he could not, till his hurts he did 
amend. 

2 

So forth they far'd, but he l)chind them stayd, 
Maulgre his host, who grudged gricuously. 

To house a guest, tliat would be needes obayd, 
And of his owne him left not liberty : 

Might wanting measure mouclh surquedry. 
Two things he feared, but the third was death; 
That fierce youngmans vnruly mai^tery ; 

Kis money, which he lou’d as lining breath ; 
And his faire wife, whom honest long he kept 
vneath. 

3 

But patience perforce he must able, 

What fortune and his fate on him will lay, 
Fond is the faire, tlut findcs no remedie ; 

Yet warily he watcheth euery way, | 

By wliich he feareth euill liappcn may ; ! 

So ih’euill thinkes by watclung to preuent ; 
Ne doth he suffer her, nor night, nor day, 

Out of his sight her selfe once to absent. 

So doth he punish her and eke himselfe torment. 

4 

But Paridell kept better watch, then hec, 

A fit occasion for his turne to find : 

False loue, why do men say, thou canst 
not sec, 

And in their foolish fancie feigne thee blind. 
That with thy cliarmes the sharpest sight doest 
bind. 

And to thy will abuse ? Thou walkest free. 
And scest euery secret of the mind ; 

Tliou scest all, yet none at all secs thee ; 

All that b by the working of thy Deitec. 


So perfect in that art was Pandellt 
That he Malheccoes halfen eye did wyle, 

His halfen eye he wiled wondrous well. 

And Hellenors both eyes did eke beguyle, 
Both eyes and hart attonce, during the whyle 
That he there soiourncd lus woun£ to heale ; 
That Cupid selfe it seeing, close did sinvle, 
To weet how he her loue away did steak, 
And bad, that none their loyous treason should 
reucale. 

6 

Tlie learned loucr lost no time nor tyde, 

That least auantage mote to him afford. 

Yet bore so faire a saile, that none espyde 
His secret drift, till he her layd abord. 

When so in open place, and commune bord, 

1 le fortun'd her to meet, with commune 8|X5ich 
He courted her, yet bay ted euery word, 

That his vngcntle hoste n'ote him appcach 
Of vile vngentlenessc, or hospitages breach 

7 

But when apart (if eucr her apart) 

He found, then his false engins fast he plyde, 
And all the sleights vnbosomd in his hart ; 

I le sigh’d, he sobd, he swownd, heperdy dyde, 
And cast himscUe on ground her fast besyde: 
Tlio when againe he him bethought to liuc, 
He wept, and wayld, and false laments belyclc, 
Saying, but if slie Mercie would him giue 
Tlut he mote algates dye, yet did hb death 
forgiue, 

8 

And otherwhilcs with amorous delights, 

And pleasing toyes he would her entertainc, 
Now singing sweetly, to surprise her sprighb, 
Now making laves of loue and louers painc. 
Branslcs, Ballads, virclayes, and verses vaine ; 
Oft purjx)ses, oft riddles he dcuysd, 

And thousands like, which flowed in hi> 
braine. 

With which he fed her fancie, and entysd 
To lake to hb new loue, and leaue her old 
desp^-sd. 

0 

.\nd euery where he might, and euery while 
He did her scruicc dewtifull, and sewed 
At hand with humble pride, and pleasing gudc» 
So closely yet, that none but she it vewed, 
Who well perceiued all, and all indewed. 
Thus finely did he his false nets dispred, 
With which he many weake harts had sub- 
dewed 

Of yore, and many had ylike mbled : 

What wonder then, if she were likewise carried? 
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No fort » fensibfo, no wab » strong, 

But that continuAll battery will riue, 

Or daily siege through dispuruayance long, 
And ladcc of reskewes will to parley driue ; 
And Peeoc, that vntO parley eare will giue, 
Will shortly yecld it selfe, and will be made 
Hie va^l of the victors will by hue : 

That stratagcme had oftentimes assayd 
lijis crafty mamouit, and now it plaine dis* 
{>layd. 

11 

For through his traincs he her intrapixxi hath, 
lhat she her loue and hart liath wnoly sold 
To him, without regard of gaine, or scath, 

Or care of aedite, or of husband old, 
Whomshe hath vow’d todub a fairc Cucquold. 
Nought wants but time and place, which 
shortly sbee 

Deuized hath, and to her loucr told. 

It pleased well. So well they both agree ; 

So readie rype to ill, ill wernens counsels bee. 

12 

Darke was the Euening, fit for louers stealth, 
When diaunst Malbecco busie be elsewhere, 
Slie to his closet went, where all his wealth 
Lay hid : thereof she countlessc summes did 
rearc, 

The which she meant away with her to bcarc ; 
The rest she fyr'd for sport, or for despight ; 
As UeUmef when she saw aloft apixare 
The Troiane fkmcs,and reach to heauens hight 
Did cbp her hands, and ioyed at that dolefull 
sight. 

_ 13 

Tni3 second Hellene, fairc Dame Hellenore, 

IIjc whiles her husband ranne with sory haste, 
Toquenchthe flames, whichshehadtyn’dbeforc, 
Laught at his foolish labour spent in waste ; 
And ranne into her louers armes right fast ; 
Wliere streight embraced, she to him did cry, 
And call aloud for hclpe, ere hclpe were past ; 
I'or foe that Guest would bcarc her forcibly, 
And meant to rauish her, that rather had to dy. 

~ M 

1 w wretched man hearing her call for ayd, 
And readie seeing him with her to fly, 
jn his disquiet mind was much dlsmayd : 
but when againe he backward cast his eye, 
And saw the wicked fire so furiously 
J-Ofttumc his hart, and scorch his Idoles face, 
lit ww therewith dbtressed diuerrly, 

W he how to tume, nor to what place ; 
*^euer wretched man in sudi a wofuU cace. 


Ay when to him slie cryde, to her he turud, 
And left the fire ; louc money ouercame : 

But when he marked, how his money burnd, 
lie left his wife ; nxMiey did loue disclaine : 
Both was he loth lo loose his kxied Dame, 
And loth to Icaue his liefest j^lfe behiixl, 
Yctsith he n'ote siiue l>oth,he sail'd that siune, 
Which w'as the dearest to his donghill mind, 
The God of his desire, the ioy of misers blind. 

16 

Tliuswhilesl all things in troublous vprore were, 
And all men busie lo sin^>r(*ssc tlie flame, 

'I’he louing ctMinle lutnl no reskew feare, 

But Icasurc had, and libt'rtie to frame 
Thcirpurpostflight,freefr(>mall mens reclame; 
And Night, the [xilrontsse of loue-^tealthfaire, 
Gaiic them safe condurt, t ill to end they came: 
So lx*nc they gone yfeare, a wanton pnire 
Of louers loosely knit , where list them to repaire. 


Soone us the crucll flumes ysl.iked were, 
MaJhecco seeing, how hii losse did lye, 

Out of the flames, whirh he Itid quenrhi 
whylere 

Into migc waues of griefe and gidosye 
Full dc^ix emplonged was, and drown^ nyc, 
Twixt inward doolc and felonous despight ; 
He rau’d, he wept, he starnpt, he lowd did fry. 
And all the pitssions, that in man may light, 
Did him altoncc oppri-ssc, and vex hb caytiuc 
spright. 

18 

I.ong thus he chawd the cud of inward griefe, 
Ami did consume his gall with an(|uish sore, 
Still when he mused on his laic misthiefe. 
Then still the smart thereof inmused more, 
And seem'd more grieuous, then it was before : 
At la.st when sorrow he saw bool^ nought, 
Nc griefe might not his louc lo him restore, 
He gan dcuise, how her he reskew mought, 
Ten thousand wayes he cast in his confused 
thought. 

*9 .. . 

At last rcsoluing, like a pilgrim port, 

Toscarch herforth,whtrcsoshemight befond, 
And bearing with him treasure in dose store, 
'Fhe rest he leaucs in ground : So takes in bond 
To seeke her endlong, both by *ea and fot'O. 
Ixing he her sought, he sought her farre and 
nere. 

And euery where tliat he mote vndefstond, 
Of knights and ladies any m^ings wwe. 
And of eachone he met, he tydings did tnquerc. 
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But all in vaine, his woman was wise, 

Euer to come into his clouch againe, 

And he too simple euer to surprise 
'rhe iolly ParideUy for all his paine. 

(Jne day, as he forpassed by the plaine 
With weary pace, ne farre away cspide 
A couple, seeming well to be his twaine, 
Which houed close vnder a forrest side, 

Asif they lay inwait,or else theraselucsdid hide. 

21 

Well weened he, that those the same mote bee, 
And as he better did their shape auize, 

Him seemed more their manner did agree ; 
For th’one was armed all in warlike wizc. 
Whom, to be ParideU he did deuize ; 

And th’other all yclad in garments light, 
Discolour’d like to womanish disguise. 

He did resemble to his Ladie bright ; 

And euer hisfaint hart much earned at the sight. 

22 

And euer laine he towards them would goe, 
But yet durst not for dread approchen nie, 
But stood aloofe, vnweeting what to doe ; 
Till that prickt forth witli loues extremitie. 
That is the father of foulc gealosy. 

He dloecly nearer crept, the truth to weet : 
But, as he nigher drew, he easily 
Might sccrne,that it was nothis sweetestsweet, 
Nc yet her Belamour, the jiartncr of his sheet. 


But it was scornofull Bra^f^adocchto, 

That with his seruant Trompari houerd there, 
Sith late he fled from his too earnest foe ; 
Whom such when as MaWecco spyed clere. 

He turned backe, and would hauc flc<i arere ; 
Till Trompari ronning hastily, him did stay. 
And bad before his souerainc Lord appere : 
That was him loth, yet durst he not gainesay, 
And comming him before, low louted on the lay. 

24 

The Boaster at him stcrnelv l>cnt his browc, 

As if he could haue kild him with his looke, 
That to the ground him meckcly made to bowe, | 
And awfull terror deejx; into him strooke, 
That eu^ member of his bodic quooke. 

Said he, Tnou man of nought, what doesi thou 
here, 

Vnfitly fumisht with thy bog and booke, 
Wliere I expected one with ^lield and spere, 
To proue stxne deedes of armes vpon an equall 
pere. 


The wretched man at his imperious speach. 
Was all abasht, and low prostrating, said ; 
Good Sir, let not my rudenesse be no bread 
Vnto your patience, ne be ill ypaid ; 

For 1 vnwares this way by fortune straid, 

A silly Pilgrim driuen to distresse, 

That seeke a Lady, There he suddein staid, 
And did therest with grieuoas sighes suppress- 
While teares stood in his eies, few drops ( 
bitterncsse. 

What Ladie, man ? (said Trompari) take gro 
hart, 

And tell thy griefe, if any hidden lye ; 

Was neuer better time to shew thy smart, 
Then now, that noble succour is thee by, 
That is the whole worlds commune remedy 
That cheareful word his weake hart much di 
chcare, 

And with vainc hope his spirits faint supph 
'rhat bold he said ; 0 most redoubted Pt re 
Vouchsafe with mild regard a wretches cate 1 
heare. 

*7 

Then sighing sore, It is not long (said hec) 
Sith I enioyd the gentlest Dame aliue ; 

Of whom a knight, no knight at all perdee, 
liut sliame of all, that doe for honor striue, 
By treacherous deceipt did me depriue ; 
Through open outrage he her bore away, 
And with fowle force vnto his will did <irm 
Which all good knights, that armes do txa 
this day, 

Are bound for to rcucnge,and punish if they 
28 

And you most noble Lord, that can and dan 
Ki'drcssc the wrong of miserable wight. 
Cannot employ your most victorious spean 
In better oiiarrell, then defence of right. 
And for a Lidic gainst a faithlessc loiight ; 
So shall your glory be aduaunced much, 
And all fairc Ladies magnific your might. 
And eke my selfe, albe I simple such. 

Your worthy paine shall well reward wi 
guerdon rich. 

With that out of his bouget forth he drew 
Great store of treasure, therewith him to ltni| 
Ikt he on it lookt scomefully askew, 

As much disdeigning to be so misdempt, 
Or a war-monger to be basely nempt ; 

And said ; Thy offers base 1 greatly loth. 
And eke thy words vneourteous and vnkcmi 
I tread in dust thee and thy money both, 
That, were it not for shame, So turned from 1 

WTOtk. 
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M Trompartf that his maisters humor knew, 

In lofty lookes to bide an humble mind, 

Was inly tickled with that golden vew, 

\iid in his eare him rounded close behind : 

Yet stoupt he not, but by still in the wind, 
Waiting aduauntage on the pray to scase ; 

Till Trmpart lowly to the ground inchnd, 
lk?sought him his great courage to appease, 
Anil [)ardon simple man, that rash did liim 
dbpleasc. 

bigge looking like a doughtie Doucq^crc, 

At List he thus ; Thou clod of vik-st cby, 

I ixirdon yield, and with thy rudencssc bearc ; 
Bu t weete henceforth, tliat all lliat golden pray , 
And all that else the vaine world vauiitcn may, 

I loath as doung, ne deeme iny dew reward : 
lame is my m^, and glory vertues pray. 
IJiit minds of mortall men are muchell mard, | 
And niou'd amissc with inassie mucks vnmcct 
regard. 

And more, I graunt to thy great miserie 
(iratious rcsj)ect, thy wife sliall backc be sent, 
And that vile knight, who eucr that he bee, 
Which hath thy Lady reft , and knigluhoodshcnt. 
Uy San^lamori my sword, whose deadly dent 
Tlie bloud hath of so many thousands shed, 

I swcarc, ere long shall dearely it repent ; 
Nehe twixtheauen andcarthshallhiachished, 
Hut soonc he shall be found, and shortly dotn 
beded. 

33 

Tlic foolish man thereat woxe wondrous blilh, 
As if the Horcl so spoken, were halfe donne. 
And humbly thanked him a thousand sith, 
That had from death to life him newly wonne. 
Tho forth the Doaster marching, brauc begonne 
Ills stolen steed to thunder furiously. 

As if he hcauen and hell would ouerronn 
And ail the world confound with cruelty, 
Tlat much Maibecco ioyed in his iollity. 

34 

Tlius long they three together traueiled, 
lhr.>ugh many a wood, and many an vncoulh 
way, 

To seelcc his wife, that was farre wandered : 
But those two sought nought, but the present 
pray, 

• vTcete the treasure, which he did bewray, 
whidi their eics and harts were whdiy set, 
5 ‘th purpose, how they might it best betray ; 

sith tw houre, that first he did them let 
^ *wne brfiold, therewith their koene desires 
^rewhet. 
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It fortuned as they logetlier far’d, 

They spide, where ParuUll came pricking fast 
Vpon the pbine, the which lumsclfe prqmr'il 
Togmst with that bruue st raungcr knignt ucas( , 
As on aduenture by the way Ik* post ; 

Alone he rode without his rWgonc ; 
lor hauing lilrht her bt'ls, her vp he cast 
To the wide world, and let her tiy alone, 

He nould l>e Hogd. So lud lie seruednuiiiv oiw 

P 

riie gentle Lady, loose at r.uulon lift, [wide 
The greene-wood long did wolke, and wandci 
At Wilde aduenture, like a forlorw weft, 

Till on a day the Sahrfs her mpide 
Straying alone withouten groome or guide ; 

Her vp they tookc, and with them home herled, 

With them as hoiLscwife ciirr to abide. 

To milk tlicir gotes, and make them cheev 
and bred, 

And euery one as commune goixi her haiidelcd 


01 

That shortly she Malbecco has forgot, 

And eke Sir ParM, all were he dcare ; 

Who from her went to seeke another lot, 

And now by fortune was arriued here, 

Where those two guilers with Malbrccp were 
Soone as the oldman saw Sir Paridell, 

He fainted, and was almost dead with feare, 
Ne word he had to sficake, his griefc to tell, 
lJut to him loured low, and greeted goodly well 

38 

And after asked him for HelUnore, 

I take no kcene of her (said Pariddtf 
She wonneth in the forrest there before. 

So forth he rode, as his arluenture fell ; 

The whiles the Boaster from his loftie sell 
Faynd to alight, something arniase to merxi , 
But thefresh Sway ne wwildnot hisleaaurcdwell, 
But went his way ; whom when he passed kend, 
He vp remounted light, and after bind to wend 


Perdy nay (said MaWfcco) sliall ye not : 

But let him jiasse as lightly, as he come : 

For htlc good of him is to be got, 

And mickle penll to be put to shame. 

But let vs go to setke my dearest 
Whom he hath left in yonder forreat wyld : 
For of her safety in great doubt I am, 
Leasttaluagebeastes her person haue detpoylo; 
Then all the world is lost, and we in vairre haue 
tovld. 
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40 

They all agree, and forward them addrest : 

Ah but (said craftie Tromparl) weete ye well, 
That yonder in that wastefull wildernesse 
Huge monsters haunt , and many dangersdwell ; 
Dragons, and Minotaures, and feendes of hell. 
And many wilde woodmen, which robbe and 
rend 

All trauellers ; therefore aduise ye well, 
Before ye enterprise tliat way to w«*nd : 

One may his lourney bring tw) soone loeuill end. 

41 

Malbecco stopt in great astonishment, 

And with pale eyes fast hxcd on the rest, 
Their counsell crau’d, in daunger imminent 
.Said Tromparty You that are the most oppre.1 
With burden of great treasure, 1 thinke be-st 
Here for to stay in safctie behind ; 

My Ijord and I will search the wide for rest. 
That counsell pleased not Malheccoes mind ; 
Tor he was much aflraid, himst Ifc alone to lind. 

42 

'Plien is it best (said he) that ye doe leaue 
Your treasure here in some securilie. 

Either fust closed in some liollow greaue, 

Or buried in the ground from leojiardie, 
nil we rcturnc againe in safetie : 

As for vs two, least doubt of vs ye haue. 
Hence farre away we will blindfolded lie, 

Ne [iriuie be vnto your treasures graue. 

It pleased : so he did. Then they march for- 
waid braue. 

43 

Now when amid the thickest woods they were, 
’Fhey heard a noysc ol many bogpi^x-s siirill. 
And shrieking ilubulw them approchmg nere, 
Wliith all the forrest did with horror till : 
Thatdreadtull sound the boaste rs hart di< 1 thrill , 
With such amazement, that m luistc he Ikd. 
Ne euer looked biicke for good or ill, 

And after luin eke fearcfull Tromfknt s|X“<l , 
The old man could not flv, but fell to ground 
lialfe dcd. 

44 

Vet afterwards dose (reepmg. as he might, 

He in a bush did hide his feardull hed, 

'Fhe iolly Saiyres full of fresli delight, 

( 'amedauncing forth,and with them nimbly IitI 
Faire HelUnorty with girlonds all Uspred, 
Whom their May*lady tlicy lud newly made : 
She proud of that new honour, which they rc<l. 
And of their louely fellowship full glade, 
Daunst liuely, and her faa' did with a Lawrell 
shade. 


The silly man that in the thicket lay 
haw all this goodly sport, and grieued sore, 
Yet durst lie not against it doe or say, 

But did his hart with bitter thoughts engorc 
To see th’vnkmdnesse of his Hellenore. 

All day they daunced with great lustilied, 
And with their homedfeet tliegreenegrassewon 
The whiles their Gotes vpon the brou/es fed, 
Till droupmg Phabus gan to liidehisgolden Ixii 

46 

Tho vp they gan their merry pypes to trussi 
And all their goodly beards did gather round 
But euery Saiyre hrst did giue a busse 
To Hellenore : so busses did abound. 

Now gan the humid vapur shetl the ground 
With perly dcaw, andth’Earlhesgloomyskidi 
Did dim the brightnesse of the welkin loiind 
That euery bird and beast a warned made, 

I To shrowd thcmsclues, whiles slcepe their s<ms( ■ 
did inuadc. 

47 

Which when Malbecco s,iw, out of his budi 
I Vj>on his hands and feete he crept full light, 
And like a Gotc emongst the Gotes did ru^li. 
That through the helpe of his faire hoini'' ui 
hight, 

And nibty dampe of misconcciuing niglit, 
And eke through likencssc of his gotish 
He did the better counterfeite aright 
.So iiorne he marcht emongst the homed heard 
1 lut none of all I lie 6'u/ywhimt‘spyde or lu ml 

48 

-At night, when all they went to slce|K*, hi viw' 
VVhereas his louely wife emongst them lav, 
Embraced of a Satyr e rough and rude. 

Who all the niglit did minde his ioyous pla\ 

I Nine limes he heard him come aloft ere da\ , 

I That all his liarl witli gealosie did swell ; 

I But yet that nights ensampie did bewray, 

1 Tlut not for nouglit hi^ wife them louc<l sows !. 
i WhiMi one so oft a night did ring his matue U 1 


! So closely as lu- could, he to them crei't. 

I When wearie of their sprt to slecpc llu v fell 
I And to his wile, that now- full soundly slept 
I He whispred in her care, and did her tell. 

1 That It was he, which by her side did dwell. 
And therefore prayd her wake, to hc.Tre hm 
plainc. 

As one out of a dreame not waked well, 

She turned her. and returned backe agamc 
Yet her for to awake hedid the more con-itTainc, 
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At last with irk«some trouble she abrayd ; High ouer hilles and oiicr dales lie lit-d, 

And tl>en percciuiog, tliat it was indeed As i{ the wind him on his winges had ’l)on.» . 

Her old Malbecco, which did her vpbrayd. No bam k nor bush could stay him, when liek|nsl 

With loosenesse of her louc, and loathly deed, Ihs nimble fet*t, as treading still on tliorm- 
She was astonislit with exaeding dretd, Ci lefe, and despight , and geaUMc, and seornc 

And would haue wakt the Saiyre by her syde ; Did all the wav him lulluw hard Ix liind. 

But he her prayd, for mercy, or for rnml, And he Inmsclfe himsthe loath’d so lorhliUf, 
To sauc his life, nc let him be descryde, So s!i imefully forlorne o| \\omankiiul ; 

Buthearkentoluslore,andallluscounsellhyde That as u Snaki, still hirktd m his woundid 

I mind. 


5* I 

rho gan he her jicrswade, to kaue that lewd 
And loathsome life, of God and man abhord, 
And Iiome returne, where all should bo renew*! 
\Vilhperfett^x*ace,and bandt-sof freshaccord, 
And slio reaau’d agiiine to Ixd and bord, 

As if no trcsjxisse euer had U no donne ; 

But she it all refused at one word. 

And by no nieanea would to his will lie wonne, 
But (hose ernongst the lolly still to 

wonne. 

52 I 

lit wooed her, till day spring ho es[)yde ; 

But all in vainc : and then liiriid to tho heard, 
Who butted him with honk's on eutry ssde. 
And trode duwne in the durt, whore his hoio 
beard 

Was lowly dight, and he of death afeard. 
lurly before the heauens fairest light 
Out of the ruddy liast was fully reard, 
ihe heardcs out of their foldcs were l(X)sod | 
.pught, I 

And he tmongsl the rest crept forth in sor*. ■ 
i)light. ' ! 


Still flid he loiward, looking Uitkw.iril Mill, 

No stayd his Ihghi, nor hart full agoiiv, 

Till that lie ('•ame vnto a rockie hill, 

Oner the na, sus(K:ndt'd dreadfully, 

That lining creature it would lenify, 

To l(H>ke ailowne, or vpw'ard to the hight ■ 
hroni ihoiu'e lie threw himsclfe dispiliou'^lv, 
All des|)(*rate o( his lore-dammd spriglit, 
'I'lial setin’tl no h< l|*e foi him was ielt m Initng 
Mght. 

But tlirough long anguish, and sdh murdmig 
thought 

He was so wa.slt'd and forpintd unight, 
Tliatall Ills substiuirewusconsum d to nought, 
And nothing k ft, but like an atry Spnglii, 
'Jliat on tho rinkes he fell so Ihi and ligfit, 
Tlut he then by n rein’d no hurl at all, 

But (luunrtd on a craggy dill to light ; 

\\ hem (• lie wit hcrooked ( lawes.so longdid mill, 
That at the kst he lound u (am* with niimiMe 
small 

.S« 


booiie as he the Prison dorc did [>as, 

1 le ran a.s fast, as both his Icetc could heart , | 
And noucr looked, who behind him w.cs, j 
V- scarsely who before : like as a Ikurc 
I liat creeping close, amongst the luues to rcart } 
\n hony combe, the wakcfull dogs espy, 

And him assayhng, sore his carkavsc teare, 
Hiat liardly he with life away does fly, 

* f staves, tiU safe himsclfe he sec froinieojiardv 


Into tlk s-um ill' ( rec|H s, and thfim forth llw ii 
Kc*solu’d to build his luldiill mansion, 

In drery darktnesse, and (onlinuall feare 
Of llial rockes fall, whidi euer and anon 
Thre-ates with huge ruiiie him to fall V|»oii, 
'lliat he dare ncuer slce|K-, but llul om lyi 
Still o|K.* he ket|xs for that (xiusion ; 

Ne euer rc-sts he m IraiKjuillity, 
Theroringbillowi six albisbowresoboyslroudy. 


, ^ SO 

54 ' Ne CMier is he wont on ought to lecd, 

stayd he, till lie came vnto the place, But toades and Irogs, his pasture (xjysonnus, 

Wliere late his treasure lie entombed had, Which in his cold (xanplexion do lirci d 

I here when he found it not (for Tromparl bact A filthy bloud, or humour ramorous, 

H-id It purloyned for his maister bad ;) Matter of doubt and dread suspiiious, 

^ itb extreme fury he became cjuite mad, 'Hiat doth withcurclessecare aaisume tfx* liai t, 

(orrupts the stomocke with gal) vinous, 
Croscuts the liucr with internall smart, 

And doth tran«iixe the soule with deailirs 
ef<rnall dart. 


away, ran with himfidic away : 
who aostraungely bad him scene bestad, 
'tin vpsiart hairc, and staring eyes dismay, 
fwn Umbo lake him late escaped sure would say . 
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Yet can he ncucr dye, but dying lines, I 
And doth himsclfe with sorrow new sustaine, 
That death and life attonce vnto him giues. 
And paincfull pleasure turnes topleasing painc. 
There dwels he euer, miserable swraine, 
Uatefull both to him selfe, and euery wight ; 
Where he through priuy griefe, and horrour 
vaine, 

Is woxen so deform’d, tliat he has quight 
Forgot he was a man, and Gealone is hight. 

Cant. XL 

Britomart chacetk Ollyphant, 
findes Sciidamour dislrest : 

Assayes the hodise of Busyrane, 
where Loues spoyles are exprest. 

I 

0 hatefull hellish Snake, what furic furst 
Brought thee from balcfull Proserpine, 

Where in her bosome she thee long had nurst. 
And fostred vp with bitter milke of tine, 
Fowle Gealosie, that turncst loue diuine 
To ioylcsse dread, and mak’st the louing Imrt 
With hatefull thoughts to languish and to pine. 
And feed it selfe with sclfo-consuming smart ^ 
Of all the passions in the mind thou vilest art. 


0 li't him far be banishwl away, 

And in his stead let Loue for euer dwell, 
Sweet Loue, tliat doth his golden wings embay 
In blessed Nectar, and pure Pleasures well, 
Vntroubled of vile feare, or bitter fell. 

And ye fairc Indies, that your kingdomes make 
In th’harts of men. them gouerne wisely well, 
And of faire Britomart ensample take. 

That was as trew in loue. as Turtle to her make. 


Who with Sir Salyrane, as ear^.t ye red. 

Forth ryding from Malbeccoes hostlessc hous. 
Far off ospyde a young man, the which fled 
From an huge Geaunt, that with hideous 
And hatefull outrage long him chaced thus ; 
It was that OUyphani^ the brother deare 
Of that Argantf vile and vitious. 

From whom the Squire of Dames was reft 
whvlere ; 

This alias bad as she, and worse, if worse ought 
were. 


4 

For as the sister did in feminine 
And filthy lust exceede all woman kind, 

So he surpassed his sex masculine, 

In beastly vse that I did euer find ; 

Whom when as Britomart beheld behind 
The fearefull boy so greedily pursew. 

She was emmoued m her noble mind, 
T’employ her puissaunce to his reskew, 

And pricked fiercely forward, where she him did 
vew. 

5 

Ne was Sir Satyrane her far behinde, 

But with like fiercenesse did ensew the chacc : 
Whom when the Gyaunt saw, he soone resinde 
His former suit, and from them fled apace ; 
They after both, and boldly bad him bace, 
And each did striue the other to out-goe. 

But he them both outran a wondrous spaa*. 
For he was long, and swift as any Roe, 

And now made better speed, t’escape his fcaro<l 
foe. 

6 

It was not Satyrane, whom he did fearc. 

But Britomart the flowre of chastity ; 

For he the powre of chast hands might not 
beare, 

But ulwayes did their dread encounter fly 
And now so fast his feet he did apply, 

That he has gotten to a forrest neare, 

Where he is shrowded in security. 

The wood they enter, and search euery wheic, 
They searched diuersely, so both diuided were. 


F.ure Britomart so long him followed. 

That she at last came to a foimtaine sheare, 
By which there lay a knight all wallowed 
VjX)n the prassy ground, and by him neare 
Ills haberieon, his helmet, and his speare ; 

A little off, his shield was rudely thro\vne, 
On which the winged bo^ in colours clearc 
Dcpeincted was, full easie to be knownc, 

And he thereby, where euer it in field was 
showne. 

8 

His face v|K>n the ground did proueling ly. 

As if he had bene slombring in the shade. 
That the braue Mayd would not for courtesv, 
Out of his quiet slombcr him abrade, 

Nor seeme too suddeinly him to inuadc : 

Still as she stood, she heard with grieuo'i'* 
throb 

Him grone, as if his hart were peeces made 
And with most paincfull pangs to sigh and scl . 
That pitty did the Virgins hart of patience rob 
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/Vt last forth breaking into bitter plaintes 
He said ; 0 soucraigne Lord tliat sit’st on hye, 
And raignst in blisemongst thy blessed Saintes, 
How sudrest thou such shamefull cruelty, 

>0 long vnwreaked of thine enimy ? 

Or hast thou, Lord, of good mens cause noheed? 
Or doth thy iustice sleepe, and silent ly ? 
W'lutbootethtlienthegdodandrighteousdeed, 
[I goodnesse find no grace, nor righteousnesse 
uomeed? 

if good find grace, and righteousnesse reward. 
Why then is Atftoret in caytiue band, 

Sith that more bounteous creature neuer far’d 
On foot, vpon the face of liuing land ? 

Or if that heauenly iustice may witlistand 
Tlic wrongfull outrage of vnrighteous men, 
Why then b Busiratu with wicked hand 
Siiffrcd, these seuen monethes day in secret den 
My Lady and my loue so cruelly to i)en ? 

11 

My Udy and my loue is cruelly pend 
In dolcfull darkencssc from the vew of day, 
Whilest deadly torments do her chast brest 
rend, 

Aiidthcshaipesteeledothruiehcriiartmtway, 
All for she Scudamore will not denay. 

Yet thou vile man, vile Scudamore art sound, 
Ne canst her ayde, ne canst her foe dismay ; 
Vnworthy wretch to tread V[x)n the ground, 
For whom so faire a Lady fcelcs so sore a 
wound. 

12 

Tlicn- an Inige hca|x; of singiilles did oppnssc 
Hb siriigling soule, and swelling throbs cm- 
l)each 

Hb foil ring toiing with pangs of drerinesse, 

^ hokirig the remnant of his plaintife spcach, 
if his dayes were come to their last reach. 
A turh when she heard, and saw the ghastly fit, 
Hmatning into his life to make a breach, 
IVjih wirh great ruth and terrour she was smit, 
i firing least from her cage the wearic soule 
'vould flit. 

1 11) •'tooping dow'ne she him amoned light ; 
iHothcrewithsocnewliatstirting.vpganlooke, 
M seeing him behind a straunger knight, 
H«*reas no lining acature he mistooke, 
lih great indignaunce he that sight forsooke, 
downe againe himselfc disdainefully 
jAhi'-rting, th'earth with hb faire forhead 
i*trooke: 

bold Virgin seeing, gan apply 
f^dne to hb griefe, and spake thus 
courtesly. 


14 

Ah gentle knight, whose deepe concciucd piefc 
Well seemes t’excecde the powre of patience, 
Yet if that heauenly grace some good relicfc 
You send, submit you to lugh prouidence, 
And eucr in your noble hart prepense, 
lliat all the sorrow m the world is Icsse, 

Then vertues might, and nuIucs confidence, 
For who nil I bide the burden of distresse, 
Must not here thiiike to hue: for life b 
wrctchedne«se. 

Therefore, faire Sir, do comfort to you take, 
And frady read, wliat wicked felon so 
}lathoutrj^’dyou,andlhruidyourgcntlemake 
Perha{)S tins hand may helpe to case your woe, 
And wreake your sorrow on your crucll foe, 
At least it faire endeuour will apply. 

Those feeling wordcs so ncarc the quickc did 
goe. 

That vp his iiead he reared easily. 

And leaning on his elbow, these few wordcs let 
flv. 

i6 

What boots it pluinc, that cannot he redrest, 
And sow vainc sorrow in a friiitlessc care, 
Sith powre of hand, nor skill of learned brest, 
Ne worldly nricc cannot redeemc my dearc, 
Out of her tnraldome and continual! feare ? 
For he the tyraunt, which her hath in ward 
By strong enchauntrnents and blackc Magirkc 
leare, 

Ilatli in a dungt* 0 M deejx? her close cmhard. 
And many drcadfull fotnds liath pointed to her 
gard. 

*7 

There he tormenicth her most terribly. 

And day and night afllicts with mortall paine, 
Because to yield him loue she doth deny, 
Once to me yold, nut to l>c yold againe : 

But yet by torture he would her constraine 
to conceiue in her disdainfull brest ; 

Till so she do, .she must in doole rcroaine, 

Ne may by lining mcanes lx: thence reicst : 
What hwts it then to plainc, that cannot be 
redrest ? 

i8 

With this sari hcrsill of his hcauy strewe, 

Tlie warlike Damzcll was empassiond sore, 
Andsaid ; Sirknight,yourcau8cbnothingle*sc, 
Tlicn is your sorrow', certes if not more ; 

For nothing so much nitty doth implore, 

As gentle Ladies helpicsse misery. 

But yet, if please yc Ibten to my lore, 

I will with proofe of last extremity, 

Deliuer her fro thence, or with her for you dy. 
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Ah gentlest knight aliue, (said Scudamore) 

Wlut huge heroicke magnanimity 
Dwels in thy bounteous brest ? what couldst 
thou more, 

ii she were thine, and iliou as now am I ? 

0 spare thy happy dayes, and them apply 
To better boot, but let me dye, that ought ; 
More is more lossc : one is enough to dy. 

Life is not lost, (said slic) for which is bought 
Endlesse renowm, that more then death is to U' j 
sought. 

Thus she at length ]x*rswaded him to rise, 

And with her wend, to sec wliat new successe 
Mote him befall vi>on new enterprise ; 
liisatmes, which he !ud vowed to disprofesse, 
She gathered vp and did alxiiit liim dresse, 
And his forwandred steed vnto him got : 

So forth they both yfere make their progresse, 
And march not pasttliemountenaunceofashol. 
Till they arriu’d, whereas tlieir jnirpose they did | 
l-lot. 

'niercthcydismounting,<lri.wtheirwe.i[)onsl)old 
And stoutly came vnto the ( astle gate ; 
Whereas no gate they found, tlicm to withhold, 
Nor ward to wait at niornc and cuening late. 
But in the Porch, that did tliem sore amate, 

A naming tire, yrnixt witli smonldry smoke, 
And stinking Sulpluire, tliat with griesly hate 
Anddreadfull liorrourdid all entraunce choke , 
Enforced them their forward ffxjlmg to rcuoke. 


22 

Greatly thereat was Bntomart dismayd, 

Ne in that stownd wist , how her selfe to Ixarc , 
For daungcr vaine it were, to haiic assa\d 
Tlut cruell element, which all things L^are, 

Ne none can suffer to ap[)rochcn neare : 

And turning backe to Scudamour, thus sayd , 
Wliat monstrous enmity jirouoke we heare, 
Foolliardy as th’F-irthes children, the which 
made 

Bat tell ag.iinst the Gols ^ so we a Gorl inuade 

23 

Daungcr without diMrclion to attempt. 
Inglorious and lK'a^thke i" : therefore '^ir 
knight, 

Areau wlut course of von is s.ifest denijA. 
And how we with our hx may come to liglii. 
This is (quoth he) the dolorous despight. 
Which carst to you 1 nUynd : tor neither may 
'Hiis fire be quencht oy any wit or might, 

Ne yet by any ineanes remou’d away, 

Si mighty be th’enchauntments, which the 
same dio stay. 


24 

What is there else, but cease these fruitlc^se 
paines. 

And leaue me to my former languishing ? 
Faire Amoret must dwell in wicked chaines. 
And Scudamore here dye with sorrowing. 
Perdy not so ; (said she) for shamefull thing 
It were t’abandon noble chcuisaunce, 

For shew of jxirill, without venturing : 
Rather let try extremities of chaunce, 
Tlieiientcrprisedprayscfordreadto disauauiat 

25 

Therewith resolu’d to proue her vtmost mielit. 
Her ample shield she threw before her fare, 
And her swords point directing forward right. 
Assayld the flame, the which eftsoones g.u i 
place. 

And did it selfe diuide with equall space, 
That through she passed ; as a thunder bolt 
iVrceth the yielding ayre, and doth displua 
'Hie soring clouds into sad showres ymolt . 
So to her )okl the flames, and did tluir ford 

Whom whenas Scudamour saw past the lire, 
Safe and vntoucht, lie likewise gau assay, 
Willi greedy will, and eniiious desire. 

And bad llic stubborne flames to yield In' 
way : 

But (ruell Mulciber would not obay 
I lis threat full pride, but did the more augna 1 
Ills mighty rage, and with imperious swa 
Him forst (uuulgre) his lierceiiesse to reki ’ 
And Ixicke retire, all scorcht and pitifully bn i.t 

27 

With huge impatience he inly swell, 

More for great sorrow, that he could not ju' 
Then for the burning torment, wliich he idt 
That with fell woodnc-)Se he eflicrced was 
And wilfully him throwing on the gras, 

I )idlx‘atand bounse hi s head and brest f iilD' ’ 
'I'lie whiles the Championcsse now entred I* 
j Tlie vtmost rowme, and pj^t the formest ik’ti 
1 The \ tmost row me, abounding with all pret i< 

I store. o 

! 28 

] For round about, the wals yclothed were 
I With goodly arr,is of great maicsty, 

1 Woueti with gold and silke so close and r)<'" 

I Tlut the rich inetall lurkol priuily, 

I As faining to be hid from enuious eye ; 

Yet here, and there, and cuery where vnw.c' 
It shewd it selfe, and shone vnwillingly . 
Like a discolourd Snake, whose hidden 
Through the greene gras his long bright 
iiisht backe declares. 
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And in those Tapcts weren fashioned 
Many faire pourtraicts,and many a faire featc, 
And all of loue, and all of lusty-hed, 

As seemed by their semblaunt did entreat ; 
And eke all Cupids wi^es tliey did reneate, 
And cruell battels, which he whilome fought 
Gainst all the Gods, to make his empire great ; 
Bebides the huge massacres, wlrich lie wrought 
On mighty kings and kesars, into thraldome 
brought. ^ 

Tlierein was writ, how often tliundring loue 
Had felt the point of Ids Iiart-ijercing dart, 
And leauing heauens kingdome, here did roue 
In straunge disguize, to slake his scalding 
smart ; 

Now like a Ram, faire Helle to peruart, 

Now like a Bull, Euro^ to withdraw : 

Ah, how the fearefull Ladies tender hart 
Did liuely seemc to tremble, when she saw 
I'Ik' huge seas vnder her t’ohay her seruaunts 
Uw. ^ 

^)onc after that into a golden showre 
Him selfe he chaung’d faire Datuu to vew, 
And tlirough the roofe of her strong brasen 
towrc 

Did raine into her lap an bony dew, 
riic whiles her foolisli garde, that little knew 
(If such deccipt, kept th’yron dorc fast bard, 
And watcht, tnat none should enter nor issew ; 
Vainc was the watch, and bootlcsse all the 
ward, 

Wienas the God to golden hew him selfe trans- 
l.ird. 

I fieri was he turnd into a snowy Swan, 

D» win faire Ijcda to his loucly trade ; 

D wondrous skill, and sweet wit of the man, 
ilut her in dadadillic's sleeping made, 
I'r'HnscorchingheJitherdainliclimbestoshade: 
Winks the proud Bird ruffing liis fctlicrswydc, 
^ 0(1 bruslung his faire brest, did her inuade ; 
"lie slept, yet twixt her eyelids closely spyde, 
H'iW towards her lie rusht, and smiled at his 

prvdc. 

r . 33 

' 'I'.n shewd it, how the Thebane Snneke 
Uceiu’d of gealous luno, did require 
To sec him in liis soueraigne maitstee, 

Anod with his thunderbolts and lightning fire, 
Whence dearely she with death bought her 
desire. 

hut faire Akmcna better mateh did make, 
hU loue in likenessc more entire ; 

, j ttights in one, they say, f liat for her sake 
^ then did put, her pleasures k nger to partake. 


Twise was he scene in soaring Eagles shape, 
And with wide wings to beat the buxome ayre, 
Once, when he with Asterie did scape, 
Againc, when os the Troiane boy so faire 
He snatcht from Ida lull, and with him Imre ; 
Wondrous delight it was, there to heliould, 
How the rude Sheoheards after him did stare, 
Trembling througu fcare, least down he fallen 
should, 

And often to him calling, to take surti honld 


In Saiwes shape Anitopa he snatclit : 

And like a fire, when he Aegin assiiyd : 

A shepheard, when Mnemosyne he catcht : 
And like a Sei|)tiil to the Thracian mayd 
Whiles thus on earth great loue these papi - 
aunts playd, 

The wingt-d boy did thrust into his throia , 
And scoffing, thus vnto !us mother s^myd, 

Ix> now the heauens obey to me alone, 

And take me for their loue, whiles loue to eaitli 

And lliou, f.ure Pha-bus, in thy colours bright 
Wast there enwouen, and tlie sad distresse, 
In which that lx)y thee plonged, fordespighl, 
lliat t hou bewray ’dsl liismotlicr s w ant* u mrsse. 
When she with Mars was meynt in ioyfulnessi • 
For thy he thrild thee with a leaden dart, 

To loue faire Daphne, which thee loiicd Icsse • 
Ixjssc slic thcc Jou’d, then was thy lust desari. 
Yet was thy loue her death, and her death wa*- 
tiiy smart. 

37 

So louedst thou the lusty llyacinct, 

So loucxlst tliDu tlie faire ( oronis dcare : 

Yet both are of thy haplim* hand extinct. 
Yet both in flowresdo hue, and louctlice licarc, 
The one a Paunce, the other a sweet brearr : 
For griefe whereof, >e mote haue liucly seem 
The God himselfe rending his golden laan , 
And breaking <juiie Ins gyrlond luer grerin , 
With other signesof sorrow and impatient tceiM 


3 -^ 

Both for those two, and for liis owiu ih.jn 
sonne, 

'Fhe Mjnnc of Cltmenc he did reprnt, 

Who bold to guide the eharet of the Sunn<‘, 
Himselfe in thousand p>eeres fondly rent, 
And ail the world with flashing her brent ; 
.So like, that all the walk's did sceme to flame. 
Yet crucil Cupid, not hen-with content, 

Forst him eftsoones to follow other game, 
And loue a Shepheards daughter for his dearest 
Dame. 
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He loued Isse for his dearest Dame, 

And for her sake her cattell fed a while, 

And for her sake a cowheard vile became, 

The seruant of Admetus cowheard vile. 

Whiles that from heauen he suffered exile. 
Long were to tell each other louely fit, 

Now like a Lyon, hunting after spoile. 

Now like a Stag, now like a faulcon flit : 

All which in that faire arras was most liuely writ. 

40 

Next vnto him was Neptune pictured, 

In his diuine resemblance wondrous lyke : 

His face was rugged, and his hoarie hcd 
Dropped with brackish deaw ; his three-forkt 
Pyke [stryke 

He stearnly shooke, and therewith fierce did 
'Fhe raging billowcs, thvit on euery syde 
They trernbling stood, and made a long broad 
dyke. 

That his swift charet might haue passage wyde, 
Which foure great Hippodames did draw in 
temcwisc tyde. 

rtis sea-horses did scemc to snort amayne. 

And from their noscthrilles blow the brynie 
streame, [agayne. 

That made the sparckling waues to smoke 
And flamewithgold, but the white fomy creamC) 
Did shine withsiluer,andshoot forth his beame. 
The God himsclfe did pensiuc sceme and sad. 
And hong adowne his head, as he did dreamc 
For priuy loue his brest empierced had, 

Ne ought but deare Bisaliis ay could make him 
glad. 

He loued eke Iphimedia deare, 

And Aeolus faire daughter Arne hight, 

For whom he turnd him selfe into a Steare, 
And fed on fodder, to beguile her sight. 

Also to win Deucalions daughter bright, 

He turnd him selfe into a li)lphin fayre ; 
And like a winged horse he tooke his flight. 
To snaky-locke Medusa to repayre, 

On whom he got faire Pe^asus^ that flitteth in 
the ayre. 

Next Salume was, (but who would euer wcene, 
Tliat sullein Saiurne euer weend to loue ? 

Yet loue is sullein, and Satumlike scene, 

As he did for Eri^one it proue,) 

That to a Ceniaure did him selfe transmoue. 
So proou’d it eke that gracious God of wine, 
When for to compasse Philltras hard loue. 

He turnd himselfe into a fruitful! vine. 

And into her faire bosome made his grapes 
decline. 


44 

Long were to tell the amorous assay es, 
Andgentlepangues , with which he maked mcekt* 
The mighty Mars, to Icarne his wanton playes . 
How oft for Venus, and how often eek 
For many other Nymphes he sore did shreek, 
With womanish tearcs, and with vnwarlike 
Priuily moystening his horrid cheek, [smarts, 
There was he painted full of burning darts, 
And many wide woundes launched through his 
inner parts. 

Ne did he spare (so cruell was the Elfe) 

His owne deare mother, (ah why should he so^ 
Ne did he spare sometime to pricke himselfc, 
That he might tast the sweet consuming , 
Which he had wrought to many others mcK- 
But to declare the mourn full Tragedy es, 

And spoilcs, wherewith he all the ground did 
strow, 

More eath to number, with how many eyes 
High heauen beholds sad louers nightly 
theeueryes. 

Kings Queenes, Lords Ladies, Knights and 
Damzels gent 

Were heap’d together with the vulgar sort , 
And mingled with the raskall rablement, 
Without respect of person or of port, 

To shew Dan Cupids powre and great effort . 
And round about a border was entrayld, 

Of broken bowes and arrowes shiucrerl sliori, 
And a long bloudy riucr through them r.iyhi. 
So liuely and so like, that Uuing sence it fayld 

47 

And at the vpi^er end of that faire rowme, 
There was an Altar built of pretious stone. 
Of passing valew, and of great renowmc, 

On which there stood an Image all alone, 

Of massy gold, which with his owne light slionc . 
And wings it had with sundry colours digh>. 
More sundry colours, then the proud Pauonf 
Ikarcs in his boasted fan, or Iris bright, 
When her discolourd bow she spreds tlirougii 
heauen bright. 

Blindfold he was, and in his cruell fist 
A mortall bow and arrowes keene did hold, 
With which he shot at randon, when him li^^ 
Some headed with sad lead, some with ptir<' 
gold; 

(Ah man beware, how thou those darts behoki' 
A wounded Dragon vnder him did ly, 

Whose hideous tayle his left foot did enfokk 
And with a shaft was shot through cither ey- 
That no man forth might draw, ne no 
retnedyc. 
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Aiid vxiderneath his feet was written thus, 

Vnio Uu Vidor 0] the Gods this bee : 

And all the people in that ample hous 
Did to that image bow their humble knee, 

And oft committed fowlc Idolatree. 

Tliat wondrous sight faire Briiomart amazed, 
Ne seeing could her wonder satisfie. 

Hut eucrmore and more vjxin it gazed, 
llie whiles the passing brightnt‘S her fraile { 
sences dazed. | 

Tho as she backward cast her busie eye, | 
To search each secret of that goodly sted, 

Ouer the dore thus written she did spye 
Behold: she oft and oft it ouer-red, 

Yet could not find what sence it figured : 

But what so were therein or writ or ment, 

She was no whit thereby discouraged 
From prosecuting of her first intent, 

Hut forward with bold steps into the next 
roome went. 

Much fairer, then the former, was that roome, 
And richlier by many partes arayd : 

For not with arras made in painefull loome, 
Hut with pure gold it all was ouerlayd, 
Wrought writh wilde Antickes, wluch their 
follies playd, 

In the rich mctall, as they lining were : 

A thousand monstrous formes therein were 
made, 

as false loue doth oft vpon liim wcarc, 

1 or loue in thousand monstrous formes doth oft 
appeare. 

And all about, the glistring walks were hong 
With warlikespoiles And with victoriousprayes. 
Of mighty Conc^uerours and Captaincs strong, 
Which were whilome captiued in their dayes 
To cnicll loue, and wrought their owncdccayes : 
Tluir swerds and speres were broke, and 
iiaubcrques rent ; 

And their proud girlonds of tryumphant bayes 
Troden in dust with fury insolent, 

To shew the victors mightand merdlessc intent. 

^ warlike Maydc beholding earnestly 
Tl^ goodly ordinance of this rich place, 

Hid greatly wonder, ne could satire 
|kr greedy eyes with gazing a long space, 

Hot more she raeruaildthat no footing trace, 
'or wight appear’d, but wastefuil emptinesse, 
^nd solemne silence ouer all that place : 
^traunge thing it seem’d, that none was to 
posscsse [fulnesse. 

^ purueyance, ne them keepe with care- 


And as she look! about, she did behold. 

How ouer that same dore was likewise writ, 
Be boldt be boldt and euery where Be bold^ 
That muchshc mur’d, yet could not construe it 
By any ridling skill, or commune wit. 

At last she spyde at that roomes vpper end, 
Another yron dore, on which was writ, 

Be not too bold ; whereto though slie did bend 
Her earnest mind, yet wist not wliat it might 
intend. 

Thus she there waited vntill euentyde, 

Yet liuing creature none slie saw appeare : 
And now sad shadowes gan the world to hydo, 
From mortal! vew, and wrap in darkenessc 
dreare ; 

Yet nould she d’off her weary armes, for feorc 
Of secret daunger, ne let sleepc oppresse 
Her heauy eyes with natures burdein deare, 
But drew her sclfe aside in sickemesse, 

And her welpointcd weapons did alxjut her 
dressc. 

Cant. XII. 

The maske oj Cupid, and tKenchavnted 
Chamber are displayd. 

Whence Hritoinart redeemes faire 
Anwrrt, through charmes decayd. 

1 

Tho when as chearelcssc Night ycoucrcd had 
Faire heauen with an vniucrsall cloud, 

That eucry wight dismayd with darknesse sad, 
In silence and in sleepc thcmselues did shroud, 
vShe heard a shrilling Trumpet sound aloud, 
Signe of nigh battcll, or got victory ; 

Nought therewith daunted was her courage 
proud, 

But rather stird to crucll enmity, 

Expecting euer, when some foe she might descry. 

2 

With that, an hideous storme of windc aro«, 
With dreadful! thunder and lightning atwixt, 
And an earth-quake, as if it streight would lose 
TTie worlds foundations from his centre fixt ; 
A direfull stendi of smoke and sulphure mixl 
Ensewd, whose noyance fild the fcarcfull sted, 
From the fourth bourc of night vntill the sixt ; 
Yet the bold Britonesse was nought ydred, 
Though much emmou’d, but sledfait still per* 
seuered. 
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All suddenly a stormy whirlwind blew 
Throughout thehou8e,that clapped euerydore, 
With which that yron wicket open flew, 

As it with mightie leuers had bene tore : 

And forth issewd, as on the ready flore 
Of some Theatre, a graue personage, 

That in his hand a branch of laurell bore, 
With comely haueour and count’nance sage, 
Ydad in costly garments, fit for tragicke Stage. 

.4 

Proceeding to the midst, he still did stand, 

A^ if in mind he somewhat had to say, 

And to the vulgar bcckning with his hand, 

In signe of silence, as to hcare a play, 

By liuely actions he gan bewray 
Some argument of matter passioned ; 

Which doen, he backe retyred soft away. 
And passing by, his name discouered. 

Ease, on his rol^ in golden letters cyphered. 


The noble Mayd, still standing all this vewd. 
And merueild at his strange intendiment ; 
With that a ioyous fellowship issewd 
Of Minstrals, making goodly mcriment, 

With wanton Bardes, and Rymers impudent. 
All which together sung full chearefully 
A lay of loues delight, with sweet concent ; 
After whom marcht a iolly company, 

In manner of a maske, enranged orderly. 

6 

The whiles a most delitious harmony. 

In full straungc notes was sweetly heard to 
sound, I 

That the rare sweetnesse of the melody 
The feeble senses wholly did confound, 
Andthefrailesouleindec|)edelightnijzhdround: 
And when it ccast, shrill trompctsloud did bray , 
That their refxirt ’id farre away rebound. 
And when they ceast, it gun a^aine to play, 
The whiles the maskers nurclied forth in trim 
aray. 

7 

The first was Fancy, like a louelv boy, 

Of rare aspert, and beautic without peare ; 
Matchablc either to that ympe of Troy, 

Whom /awdid loue,and chose his cuptobeare, 
Or that same daintie lad, which was so dcare 
To great AUides, that when as he dyde. 

He wailed womanlike with many a teare, 

And eucry wood, and cuery valley wyde 
He fild with Hylas name ; the Nymphes eke 
Hylas cryd^ 


8 

His garment neither was of silke nor say. 

But painted plumes, in goodly order di^t| 
Like as the sunburnt Indians do aray 
Their tawney bodies, in their proudest plight : 
As those same plumes, so see^ he vame and 
light. 

That by his gate might easily appeare ; 

For still he far’d as daundng in delight. 

And in his hand a windy fan did beare, 

That in the idle aire he mou’d still hereand there. 

And him beside marcht amorous Desyre, 
Whoseemdof riperyeares,then th’otherSwaine, 
Yet was that other swayne this elders syre, 
Andgauehim being, commune to themtwaine: 
His garment was disguised very vaine, 

And his embrodered Bonet sat awry ; 

Twixt both his hands few sparkes he close did 
straine. 

Which still he blew, and kindled busily. 

That soone they life conceiu’d, and forth in 
flames did fly. 

Next after him went Doubt, who was yclad 
Ir a discolour’d cote, of straunge disguyse, 
That at his backe a brodc Capuedo had. 

And sleeues dependant Albanese-viysc : 

He lookt askew with his mistrustful! eyes, 
And nicely trode, as thornes lay in his way, 
Or tlut the flore to shrinke he did auyse, 
And on a broken reed he still did stay 
His feeble steps, which shrunke, when hard 

theron he lav. 

' II 

Withhim went DawngcTjcloth’d in ragged weed, 
Made of Bcares skin, that him more drcadfull 
made, 

Yet his owne tace was dreadfull, ne did need 
Straunge horrour, to deforme his griesly shade ; 
A net in th’one hand, and a rustic blade 
In th’other was, this Mischiefe, that Mishap ; 
With th’one his foes he threatned to inuade, 
With th’other he his friends ment to enwrap : 
For whom he could not kill, he practizd to 
entrap. 

Next him was Feare, all arm’d from top to toe. 
Yet thought himsclfe not safe enough thereby, 
But feard each shadow mouing to and fro. 
And his owne armes when glittering he did spy, 
Or clashing heard, he fast away did fly, 

As ashes pale of hew, and win^hecld ; 

! And euermorc on daunger fixt nis eye, 

I Gainst whom he alwaies bent a brasen shield, 

I Which his right hand vnarmed fearefully did 
i wield. 
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With him went Hope In rancke, a handsome 
Mayd, 

Of chearcfuU lookc and louely to behold ; 

In silken samite she was light arayd. 

And her taire lockes were wouen vp in gold ; 
She alway smyld, and in her hand did hold 
An holy water Sprinckle, dipt in deowe. 

With which she sprinckled fauours manifold, 
On whom she list, and did great liking sheowc, 
Great liking vnto many, but true loue to feowe. 

*4 

And after them Dissetnblaiue, and Suspect 
Marcht in one rancke, yet an vnequall paire : 
For she was gentle, and of milde aspect, 
(>)urteous to all. and seeming debonaire, 
Goodly adorned, and exceeding fairc : 

Yet was that all but painted, and purloynd, 
And her bright browes were deckt with bor* 
rowed haire : 

Her deedes were forged, and her words false 
coynd. 

And alwaies in her hand two clewes of silke she 
twynd. 

But he was foule, ill fauoured, and grim, 

Vnder his cyebrowes looking still askaunce ; 
And eucr as DisseitAlance laught on him, | 
He lowrd on her with daungerous eycgbunce ; | 
Shewing his nature in his countenance ; 

Ills rolling eyes did neucr rest in place, 

But walkt each where, for feare of hid rab- 
cluunce, 

Holding a lattice still before his face, 

Ihroiigh which he still did ix*ei)e, as forward he 
liidpace. ,5 

Next him went Grief e, and Fury matdit yfcrc ; 
(fnrfe all in sable sorrowfully clad, 
Ibwnehanginghisdull head withheauychcre, 
Yei inly being more, then seeming saa : 

A piire of Pincers in hb hand he had. 

With which he pinched people to the hart. 
That from thenceforth a wretched life they lad, 
In wilfull languor and consuming smart, 

I>)ing each day with inward wounds of dolours 
'iart. ^ 

Fury was full ill apparelled 

rags, that naked nigh she did appearc, 

•yh ghastly lookes and dreadfull drerihed ; 

1 " or from her backe her garments she did teare, 
And from her head oft rent her snarled hearc : 
m her right hand a firebrand she did tossc 
About her head, still roming here and there ; 
As a dismayed Deare in chace embost, 
I'ofgetfull of his safety, hath hb right way lost. 


18 

After them went Displeasure and Plmancts 
He looking lompbh and full sullein sad. 

And hanging downe his heauy countenance ; 
She chearefuU fresh and full of ioyance glad, 

As if no sorrow she ne felt ne drad ; 

That euill matched [xiire they scenid to bee 
An angry Waspe ih’one in a viall liad 
Th'other in hers an bony -lady lice ; 

Thus marched these sixe couples forth in faire 
degree. 

*9 

After all these there marcht a most faire Duinc, 
of two grysie villeins, th’onc Despight^ 
Tlic other cleped Cruelty by name : 

She doleful! Lady, like a dreary Spright, 

Cald by strong cliarmes out of ct email night, 
Had deathes owne image figurd in her face, 
Full of sad signes, fcarefull to Kuing sight ; 
Yet in that horror shewd a seimely grace, 

And with her feeble feet did moue a comely (mce. 

! 20 

Her brest all naked, as net iuory, 

Without adornc of gold or siluer bright, 
Wherewith the Crafttsman wonUs it ^ulify. 
Of her dew honour was dispoylcd quight, 

And a wide wound therein (0 ruefull sight) 
Entrenched deepe with knife accursed kcene, 
Yet freshly bleeding forth her fainting spright, 
(The workc of crucll hand) was to be scene, 
That dyde in sanguine red her skin all snowy 
clecne. 

21 

At that wide orifice her trembling hart 
Was drawne forth, and in siluer basin layd. 
Quite through transfixed with a deadly dart. 
And in her bloud yet steemirig fresh embayd : 
Andtbosetwovillcins, which hcrstepsvpstayd, 
When her weakc feete could scarcely her sus- 
taine, 

And fading vitall powers gan to fade, 

Her forward still with torture did constraine, 
And euerraore encreased her consuming paine. 

22 

Next after her the winged God himselfc 
Came riding on a Lion rauenous, 

Taught to obay the menage of that Elfc, 

That man and beast with powre imperious 
Subdeweth to his kingdomc tyrannous : 

Hb blindfold eyes he bad a while vnbind, 
ITiat his proud sjwylc of that same dolorous 
Faire Dame he might behold in perfect kind ; 
Which scene, he much reioyced In his cruell 
mind. 
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Of which full proud, himselfe vp rearing hyc, 
He looked round alx)ut with steme diSdaine ; 
And did suruay his goodly company : 

And marshalling the euill ordered traine, 
With that the (urts which his right hand did 
straine, 

Full dreadfully he shooke that all did quake, 
And clapt on hie his coulourd winges twaine, 
That all his many it adraide did make : 

Tho blinding him againe, his way he forth did 
take. 

Behinde him was Refrockt Repeniaruet Sham ; 
Reproch the first, Snam next, Repenl behind: 
ReptrUance feeble, sorrowfull, and lame: 
Reproch despightfull, carclesse, and vnkind ; 
Sham most ill fauourd, bestiall, and blind : 
Shame lowrd. Repentance sigh’d, Reproch did 
scould ; ^twind, 

Reproch sharpe stings, Repentance whips en* 
bum ingbrond-yrons in he r hand d id hold: 
All three to each vnhke, yet all made m one 
mould. 

25 

And after them a rude confused rout 
Of persons flockt , whose names is hard to read : 
Emongst them was sterne Slrijcy and Anger 
Vnquiet Care, and fond Vnthriftihead, [stout, 
Lewd Losse of T im, and Sorrow seeming dead, 
Inconstant chaunge, and false DtsloyaUie, 
Consuming Riotise, and guilty Dread 
Of heauenly vengeance, faint Infirmiiie, 

Vile Pouerlie, and lastly Death with infamie. 

26 

There were full many moe like maladies, 
Whose names and natures I note readen well; 
So many moe, as there be phantasies 
In wauering wemens wit, tW none can tell, 
Or paines in loue, or punishments in hell ; 

All which disguized inarcht in masking wise, 
About the chamber with tliat Damozell, 

And then returned, hauing marched thrise, 
Into the inner roorae, from whence they first did 
rise. 

27 

So soonc as they were in, the dore streight way 
Fast locked, ariuen with that stormy blast, 
Wliich first it opened ; and bore all away. 
Then the braue Maid, which all this while was 
plast 

In secret shade, and saw both first and last, 
Issewed forth, and went vnto the dore. 

To enter in, but found it locked fast ; 

It vaine she thought with rigorous yprore 
For to efforcc,when charmes haddosedTit afore. 


28 

Where force might not auaile, there sleights and 
art 

She cast to vse. both fit for hard emprize ; 
For thy from that same roome not to depart 
Till morrow next, she did her selfe auize. 
When that same Maskeagaine should for th ar ize. 
The monow next appeard with ioyous chcare, 
Calling men to their daily exercize. 

Then she, as morrow fresh, her selfe did reare 
Out of her scaet stand, that day for to out 
weare. 

29 

All that day she outwore in wandering. 

And gazing on that Chambers ornament, 

Till that againe the second euening 
Her couerS with her sable vestiment. 
Wherewith the worlds faire beautie she hath 
blent : 

Then when the second watch was almost past, 
That brasen dore flew open, and in went 
Bold Britomart, as she had late forecast, 
Neither of idle shewes, nor of false charmes 
aghast. 

30 

So soone as she was entred, round about 
She cast her eies, to sec what was become 
Of all those persons, which she saw without : 
Butlo,they streight werevanisht all and some, 
Ne lining wight she saw in all that roome, 
Saue t hat same woef ull Ladie , both whose hands 
Were bounden fast, that did her ill become, 
And her small wastgirt round with yron bands, 
Vnto a brasen pillour, by the which she stands. 

. 31 

j And her before the vile Enchaunter sate, 
Flaring straunge characters of his art, 

With liuing bloud he those characters wratf. 
Dreadfully dropping from her dying hart, 
Seeming transnxed with a cruel! dart, 

And all perforce to make her him to loue 
Ah who can loue the worker of her smart t 
A thousand charmes he formerly did proue ; 
Vet thousand charmes could not her stedfasi 
heart remouc. 

32, 

Soone as that virgin knight he saw in place, 
His wicked bookes in hast he ouerthrew, 

Not caring his long labours to deface, 

And fierc^y ronning to that Lady trew, 

A murdrous knife out of his pwket drew, 

The which he thought, for villcinous despigb' 
In her tormented bodie to embrew : 

^t the stout Damzeli to him leaping light 
His cursed hand withheld, and maistered h 
might. 
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From her, to whom his fury first he ment, 

The wicked weapon rashly he did wrest, 

And turning to her sclfe his fell intent, 
Vnwares it strooke into hersnowie chest, 
That little drops empurpled her faire brest. 
Exceeding wroth therewith the virgin grew, 
.Mbe the wound were nothing deepc imprest, 
And fiercely forth her mortall blaae she drew, 
To giuehim the reward forsuch vile outrage dew. 

3 ^. 

So mightily she smote him, ilut to ground 
He fell halfe dead ; next stroke him should 
haue slainc, 

Had not the Lady, which by him stood bound, 
Dernely vnto her called to abstainc, 
from doing him to dy. For else her paine 
Should be remedilesse, sith none but nee, 
Which wrought it ,could the same recure againe 

Tlicrewilhshestaydherhand.lothstaydtobcc; 
For life she him enuyde, and long’d rcuenge to 

. . 35. 

And to him said. Thou wicked man, whose meed 
For so huge mischiefe, and vile villany 
Is death, or if that ought do death exceed, 

Be sure, that nought maysaue thee from to dy , 
But if that thou this Dame doe presently 
Kestore vnto her health, and former state ; 
Thb doe and hue, else die vndoubtedly. 

He glad of life, tliat lookt for death but late, 
DkI yield hiraselfc right willing to prolong his 

date. , 

36 

And rising vp, gan streight to ouerlooke 
Those curs^ leaues, his charmes backe to 
rcuerse ; 

Full dread full things out of that balefull bookc 
He red, and measur’d many a sad verse, 
rivit horror gan the virgins hart to perse, 

Nnd her faire locks vp stared stifle on end, 
llcjiriiig him those same bloudy lines reherse ; 
^nd all the while he red, she did extend 
I ler sword high ouer him, if ought he did offend. 

A V .37 

A'lon she gan perceiue the house to quake. 

And all the dorcs to rattle round about ; 

Vet all that did not her dismaied make, 

Nor slacke her threatfull hand for daungers 
dout, 

Hut still with stedfast eye and courage stout 
Abode, to wcet what end would come of all. 
At last that mightie chaine, which round about 
Her tender waste was wound, adownc gan fall, 
And that great brasen pillour broke in pccces 
anal). 


.38 

The crucll Steele, which thrild lier dying hart. 
Fell softly forth, as of his owiie actord, 

And tlie wyde wound, which lately did dispart 
Her bleeding brest, and riuen bowels gor’d, 
Was dosed vp, as it had not bene bor^ d. 

And euery part to safety full sound, 

As she were ncutr hurt, was soone restor’d: 
Tlio when she felt her sclfe to be vnbound, 
.And jxrrfect hole, prostrate she fell vnto the 
ground. 

39 

Before faire Bnloniart, she fell piostrale, 
Saying, Ah noble knight, what worthy meed 
Can wretched Lady, quit from wofull state, 
Yield you in hew of this your gralious dec<i ? 
Your vertue sclfe hcrowne reward shall breed, 
Euen immortall pnusc, and glory wyde, 
Which 1 your vassall, by your prowessc freed, 
Shall through the world make to lx notifyde, 
And goodly well aduance, that goodly well whs 
tryde. 

40 

But BrUomari vprearing her from ground, 
Said, Gentle Dame, reward enough I wccnc 
For many labours more, then I haue found, 
This, that in safety now I haue you secne, 
And meane of your dcliueranrc naue beenc : 
Henceforth faire Lady comfort to you take, 
And put away remembrance of late teenc ; 

In stead thereof know, that your louing Make, 
I lath no lesse grieft endured for yourgentle sake 


She much was chcard to hearc him mentiond, 
Whom of all liuing wights she loued beat. 
Then laid the noble Championcssc strong bond 
Vpon th’cnchaunter, which had her dbtrest 
So sore, and with foulc outrages ofipreit ; 
With that great chaine, wherewith not long ygo 
He bound that pitteous I-ady prisoner, now 
rclcst, 

Himselfe she bound, more worthv to be so, 
And captiuc with her led to wretchednessc and 
wo. 

42 

Returning backe, those goodly roornes, which 
erst 

She saw so rich and royally arayd, 

Now vanisbt vtterly, and clcane subuerst 
She found, and all their glory quite decayd, 

TTiat sight of such a chaungc her much dismayd. 

Thence forth descending to that perlous Porch, 
Those dreadfull flames she also found delayd, 
And quenched quite, like a consumed torch, 
That erst all entrers wont so cruelly to scorch. 
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More easie issevr now, then entrance late 
Shefound: fornowthat faineddreadfuU flame, 

Which chokt the porch of thatenchaun ted gate, 

And passage bard to all, that thither came, 

Was vanisht quite, as it were not the same. 

And gaue her Icaue at pleasure forth to passe. 

'rh*Enchaunter selfe, which all that fraud did 
frame. 

To haue efforst the loue of that faire Ussc, 

Seeing his workenow was teddecixjengrieucrl was. 

41 

But he sad man, when he liad long in drcdc 
Awayted there for Brilottiarls rcturne. 

Yet saw her not nor signe of her good speed. 

His ex|)ectation to despaire did turne, 

Misdeeming sure tliat her those flames did burne ; 
And tlierefore gan aduize with her old Squire, 

■ ^ Who her deare nourslings lossc no Icssc did mourne. 

Thence to depart for further aide t’enquire : 

Where let them wend at will, wliilest here I doe respire. 


But when the victoresse arriued there, 

Where late she left the pensife Scudamore, 
With her owne trusty Squire, both full of 
feare, 

Neither of them she found where she them lore : 
Thereat her noble hart was stonisht sore ; 
But most faire Amoret, whose gentle spright 
Now gan to feede on hope, which she before 
('onceiued had, to see her owne deare knight, 
Being thereof beguy Id was lild with new affright. 


Stanzas 43-45 were first inserted in the 1596 
concluded Book lU 

At U^t she came veto the place, where late 
She left Sir ScurtatHOitt^in great distresse, 

Twixt dolour and despight halfe desperate. 

Of his loues succour, of his owne rotlrcsse, 

An<i of the hurdle Hritomarls successc : 

There on the cold e^irth him now thrown she founil. 
In wtifull anguish, and dra<l heaninesse. 

And to him cald ; whose voices knowen sound 
Soon ns he heard, himself he reared light from 
ground. 

There did he nee, that most on earth him ioyd, 

Hh dearest lone, the cortifort of his daves, 

Whose too long alfsrnce him had sore annoyd 
A»k 1 wearied his l-fc with dull d. laves : 

Straight he > i^taped from the loathed layes. 

And to her ran With hasty egrrnesse, 

Bike as a Deare, that greemly rmhayes 
In the coole node, after long t hirst In (•sse. 

Which he in chace endured hath, now nigh breath* 


quarto, displacing the following stanzas which 
in the first edition, 

T/ightIv he dipt her twixt his armes twalne. 

And streightly did embrace her hotly bright, 

Her l>oily, I.ite the prison of sad paine, 

■Vow the sweet lodge of loue anil deare delight : 
Hut she faire L idy ouercommen quiglit 
Of huge affection, did m pleasure mdt, 

And in sweete rauishment pourd out her spright . 
No word thev spake, nor earthly thing they felt, 
Hut like two senceles stocks m long embraccmrnl 
dwelt. 

Had ye them seene, ve would haue surely thought, 
That they had l)eene that faire Hermaphrodite, 
Which that rich Rotnaneot white marble wrought, 
.And in his costly Bath causd to bee site : 

So seemd those two, as growne together quite. 
That Britomart halfr enuying their blesse, 

Waa much empassiond in her gentle sprite, 

And to her selfe oft wisht like nappinesse, 

In valnc she wisht, that fate n'ould let her yet 
posscssc. 


Thus doe those loners with sweet counteruayle, 
Bach other of loues b tter fruit despoile. 

But now my teme begins to faint and faylc, 

All uoxen weary of tneir inurnall toyle: 

Therefore; I will their sweatie yokes assoyle 
At this same furrowes end, till a new day 
And ye faire Swayns, after your long turmoyie. 
Now cease your worke, and at your pleasure play, 
Now cease your W'orke ; to morrow is an holy day. 



THE SECOND 

PART OF THE 

FAERIE QVERNE 

Qontauii?ig 
The Fovrth, 

Fiith, and 
Sixth Bookes. 


By Ed, Spenfer 



Imprinted at London for William 
Ponfonby. 1^96 




THE FOVRTH 


BOOKE OF THE 

FAERIE QVEENE. 
Containing 

The Legend of Cambel and Telamond, 

OR 


OF FRI 


1 

The rugg^ forhead that with graue foresight 
Welds kingdomes causes, and adaires of state, 
My loosw rimes (I wote) doth sharply wite, 
For praisii^ loue, as I ^ue done of late, 

And ma^fying louers deare debate ; 

^ which fraile youth is oft to follie led, 
Thro^ false allurement of that pleasing 
baite, 

That better were in vertues discipled, 

Then with vaine poemes weeds to haue their 
fancies fed. 

2 

Such ones ill iudge of loue, that cannot loue, 
in their frosen hearts feclc kindly flame ; 
For thy they ought not thing vnknowne 
reproue, 

Ne naturall affection faultlesse blame, 

For fault of few that haue abusd the same. 
^ it of honor and all vertue is 
The roote, and brings forth glorious flowres 
of fame, 

crowne true louers with immortall blis, 
meed of them that loue, and do not Uue 
amine. 
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Which who so list looke backe to former agesr 
And call to count the things that then were 
donne. 

Shall find, that all the workes of those wise 
sam. 

And braue exploits which great Heroes wonoc, 
In loue were either ended or beeunne : 
Witnease the lather of Phiiosopf^, 

Which to his Crittas, shaded oft from sunoe, 
Of loue full manic lessons did apply, 

Tfec which these Stoickc censours cannot well 
deny. 

4 

To such therefore I do not sing at all, 

But to that sacred Saint my soueraigne 
Queene, 

In whose chast breast all bountie naturall, 
And treasures of true loue enlocked beene, 
Boue all her sexe that euer yet was scene ; 
To her I sing of loue, that loueth best, 

And best is u>u’d of all aliue 1 weene : 

To her this song most fitly is addrest, 

The Queene of and Prince ol peace from 
hmuiei blest. 
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Which that she may the better deime to hcarc, 1 
Do thou dred infanti Venus deaning doue, 
From her high spirit chase imperious feare, 

And vsc of awfuU Maiestie romoue : 

In sted thereof with drops of meking loue, 
Deawd with ambrosiall kisses, by thee gotten 
From thy swecte smyling mother from aboue, 
SprinckIeherheart,andhaughticcouragesoften, 
Tliit she may hearke to loue, and reade this 
lesson often. 

Cant. 1. 

Fayre Briiomart saues Amoret, 

Du/ssa discord breedes 
Twixi Scudamur and Blandamour : 

Their fight and warlike deedes. 

1 

Of louers sad calamities of old. 

Full many piteous stories doe remaine. 

But none more piteous euer was ytold, 

TTien that of Amorets hart-binding chainc, 
And this of Florimeis vnworthie paine : 

'fhe deare compassion of whose bitter fit 
My softened heart so sorely doth constraint', 
That I with teares full oft doe pittie it, 

And oftentimes doe wish it neuer had bene writ 

2 

For from the time that Sciidamour her bought 
In perilous fight, she neuer ioyed day, 

A perilous fight when he with force her brought 
From twentie Knights, that did him all assay ; 
Yet fairely well he did them all ciismay : 

And with great glorie both the shield of loue, 
And eke the Ladie selfe he brought away, 
Whom hauing wedded as did him bchoue, 

A new vnknowen mischiefc did from him re- 
moue. 

3 

For that same vile Enchauntour Busyran, 

The very selfe same day tliat she was wedded, 
Amidst the bndale feast, whilest euery man 
Surcharg’d with wine, were hecdlesse and ill 
hedd^, 

All bent to mirth before the bride was bedded, 
Brought in that mask of loue which late was 
showen : 

And there the Ladie ill of friends bestedded, 
By way of sport, as oft in maskes is knowen, 
Cooueyra quite away to lining wight vnknowen. 


4 

Seuen moneths he so her kept in bitter smart, 
Because his sinful! lust she would not seruc, 
Vntill such time as noble BriUmart 
Released her, that else was like to sterue, 
j Through cruell knife that her deare heart did 
kerue. 

And now she is with her vpon the way, 
Marching in louely wise, that could deserue 
No spot of blame, though spite did oft assay 
To blot her with dishonor of so faire a pray. 


Yet should it be a pleasant tale, to tell 
The diuerse vsage and demeanure daint, 

'rhat each to other made, as oft befell. 

For Amoret right fcarefull was and faint, 

Lest she with blame her honor should attaint, 
That euerie word did tremble as she spake, 
And euerie looke was coy, and wondrous quai nt , 
And euerie limbe that touched her did quake : 
Yet could she not but curteous countenance to 
her make. 

6 

For well she wist, as true it was indeed, 

That her Hues Lord and patrone of her health 
Right well deserued as his duefull meed, 

Her loue, her seriiice, and her vtmost wealth 
All is his iustly, that all freely dealth : 
Nathlcsse her honor dearer then her life, 

[ Shesoughttosaue,asthingrcseru’dfrorastealth: 
Die had she leuer with Endian ters knife. 
Then to be false in loue, profest a virgiiic wife. 

7 

Ihereto her feare was made so much the greater 
Through fine abusion of that Briton mayd : 
Who for to hide her fained sex the better, 
And maske her wounded mind, both did and 
sayd 

Full many things so doubtfull to be wayd, 
Tliat well she wist not what by them to gesst, 
For other \shiles to her she purpos made 
Of loue, and otheruhiles of lustfulnesse. 
That much she fcard his mind would grow to 
some excesse. 

8 

His will she feard ; for him she surely thought 
To be a man, such as indeed he seemed, 

And much the more, by that he lately wrought, 
When her from deadly thraldome he redeemed. 
For which no seruice she too mudi esteemed, 
Yet dreadof shame, and doubt of fowle dishonor 
Made her not yeeld so much . as due shedeemed . 
Yet BnUrnmi attended duly on her, 

As wellbecame aknight,anddidtoherall honor. 
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It $0 befell one euening, that they cuine 
Vnto a Gutell, lodg^ there to bee, 
Wheremany a knigm,and many a louely Dam* 
Was then assembled, deeds of armes to see : 
/Amongst all which was none more faire then 
shee, 

That many of them mou’d to eye her sore. 

The custome of that place was such, that hee 
Which had no loue nor lemman there in store, 
Should either winne him one, or lye witlmut 
the dore. 

.\inongst the rest there was a iolly knight. 

Who being asked for his loue, auow’d 
That fairest Anwrei was his by right. 

And off red that to iustifie alowd. 

'Fhc warlike virgine seeing his so prowd 
And boastfull ^alcnge, wexed inlie wroth, 
But for the present did her anger shrowd ; 
And sayd, her loue to lose she was full loth. 
But cither he should neither of them liaue, or 
both. 

So foorth they went, and both together giusted ; 
But tliat sameyounkcr soone was ouertlirowne, 
And made re^nt, tliat he had rashly lusted 
For thing vnlawfull, tliat was not his ownc : 
Yetsincehescemed valiant, though vnknownc, 
She that no lesse was courteous then stout, 
F^thowtosalue,thatboththecustomeshownc 
Were kcpt,and yet that Knight not locked out, 
Tlkit seem’d full hard t’accord two things so 
far in dout. 

12 

n>c Seneschall was cal’d to deemc the right, 
^Miom she requir’d, that first fayre Amoret 
Might be to her allow’d, as to a Knight, 

That did her win and free from dialengc set : 
H Inch straight to her was yeelded without let. 
Tlien since tliat strange Knights loue from 
him was quitted, 

''i»c claim’d that to her sclfe, as Indies det, 

He as a Knight might iuslly be admitted ; 

^ none should be out shut, sith all of loucs 
were fitted. ^ 

‘’h that her glistring helmet she vnlacceJ ; 

" doft, her golden lockcs, tliat were vp 
bound 

•'Jtill in a knot, vnto her heeles downe traced, 
™ hke a silken veile in compass round 
About her backe and all her bodie wound : 
Bike as the shining skic in summers night, 
y naitimethedayeswithscorchingheatabound, 
^creasted ^1 with lines of firie light, 

•^t it prodigious seemes in common peoplt-s 
wght. 
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Such when those Knights and Ladies all about 
Beheld her, all were with anMuement smit, 
And euery one gan grow in secret dout 
Of this and tliat, according to each wit : 
Some thought that some enchantment ^ygned 
it; 

Some, that Jkllona m tliat warlike wise 
To them appear’d, with shield and armour fit ; 
Some, that it was a maske of str.uigc disguise : 
.Sodiucrselyeach one did sundrie doubtsoeuisc. 
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But that young Knight, which through her 
gentle deed 

Was to that goodly fellowship restor'd, 

Ten thousand tliankes did yccld her for her 
meed, 

And doubly ouercommen, her ador’d : 

So did they all their fonner strife accord ; 

And eke fayre Amoret now freed from feare, 
More franke aficclion did to her aflord, 

And to her b'd, which slic was wont forlieare, 
Now freely drew, and found right safe assurance 

thearc. , 

lu 

Whcrcall that night they of their louesdid treat, 
And hard aduentiires twixl thenuscluc^ alone, 
That each the other gan with passion great, 
And grief ull pit lie priuatcly bemonc. 

The morow next so soone as Titan shone, 
They both vprosc,and to thei r waies Uicmdigl U ; 
Long watidrtd they, yet ncucr met with none, 
Tliat to their willes could them direct aright, 
Or to them lydings tell, that mote their harts 
delight, 

I>o thus they rode, till at the last tlicy spidc; 
Twoarmed Knights, tliat toward themdid pace. 
And ech of them had ryding by his side 
A Ladie, seeming in .so farre a space, 

But Laclits none they were, uIdcc in face 
And outward shew faire semblance they did 
bearc ; 

For vndcr maske of lieautie and jjood grace, 
Vile treason and fowle faj&liood hidden were, 
Tliat mote to none hut to the waric wise appeare. 

18 

The one of them the false Duessa hight, 

That now had chang’d her former wonted hew: 
For she could d’on so manic shapes in ^ight, 
As eucr could Gunclcon colours new ; 

So could she forge all colours, saue the trew. 
The other no whit butter was then shee, . 

But that such as she ivas, she plaine did slji^ ; 
Yet otherwise much worse, if worse might pee, 
And dayly more offensiue vnto degree. 
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n«fr name was AUt mother of debate, 

And all dissention, which doth dayly grow 
Amon^t fraile men, that many a publike state 
And mkny a priuate oft doth ouerthrow. 

Her false Duessa who bill well did know, 

To be most fit to trouble noble knights, 

Which hunt for honor, raised from below. 
Out of the dwellings of the damned sprights. 
Where she in darknes wastes her curs^ daies 
and nights. 

Hard by the gates of hell her dwelling is, 
There whereas all the plagues and harmes 
abound, 

Which punish wicked men, that walke amisse : 
It is a darksome delue farre vnder ground. 
With thornes and barren brakes enuirond 
round, 

That none the same may easily out win ; 

Yet many waieS to enter may be found. 

But none to issue forth when one is in : 

For discord harder is to end then to begin. 


31 

And all within the riuen walb were hung 
With ragged moniunents of times forepa.st. 
All whi(jr the sad effects of discord sung : 
There were rentrobcs.andbrokensceptersplast , 
Altars defyl’d, and holy things defast, 
Disshiuered spearcs, and shields ytorne in 
twaine^ 

Great cities ransackt, and strong castles rast. 
Nations captiued, and huge armies shine : 
Of all whioi mines there some relicks did 
remaine. 
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There was the signe of antique Babylon, 

Of fatall Thebw, of Rome that raigned long, 
Of sacred Salem, and sad Ilion, 

For memorie of which on high there hong 
The golden Apple, canse of all their wrong, 
For which the tnree feire Goddesses did stnue : 
There also was the name of Nimrod strong, 
Of Alexander, and his Princes fine, 

Which shar’d to them the spoiles that he had 
got aliue. 



That vnder great Alcides furie fell. 

And of the areadfulT discord, which did driue 
The noble Armiauis to outrage fell, 

That each of life sought othen to depriue, 
All mindlesse of the G^den fleece, which made 
themstriuc. 


And eke of priuate persons many moe, 

That were too long a worke to count them all ; 
Some of swomc friends, that did their faith 
forgoe; 

Some of borne brethren, prov’d vnnaturall ; 
Some of deare louers, foes perpetuall : 
Witnesse their broken bandes there tobesecne, 
Their girlonds rent, their bowresdespoyled all ; 
The moniments whereof there byding beene, 
As plaine as at the first, when they were fresh 
and greene. ^ 

Such was her house wi^in ; but all without, 
Tlie barren ground was full of wicked weedes, 
Which she her selfe had sowen all about, 
Now growen great, at first of little seedes, 
Theseedes of euill wordes, and factious deedes ; 
Which when to ripenesse due they growen ane, 
Bring foorth an infinite increase, mat breedes 
Tumultuous trouble and contentious iarre, 
The whidi most often end in bloudshed and 

in warre. . 
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And those same cursed seedes doe also seme 
To her for bread, and yecld her liuing food : 
For life it is to her, when others stemc 
Through mbchieuous debate , and dead ly f coo< 1 , 
That she may sucke their life, and drinlcc their 
blood, 

With whichshefromher childhood hadbenefed. 
For she at first was borne of hellish brood, 
And by infer nail furies nourished, 

That by her monstrous shape might easily 
be red. 

27 

Her face most fowle and filthy was to see. 
With squinted eyes contrarie wayes intended, 
And loathly mouth, vnmeetc a mouth to bee, 
That nought but gall and venim comprehended, 
And wicked wordes that God and man offended: 


Her lying tongue was in two parts diuided, 
And both the parts did speake, and both 
contended ; 

And as her tongue, so was her hart discided. 
That neuer thoght one thing, but doubly ^>t‘l 
was guided. ^ 

Als as she double spoke, so heard she double. 
With matchlcssc cares deformed and distort, 
Fild with false rumors and seditious trouble. 
Bred in assemblies of the vulgar sort, 

That still are led with euery light report. 

And as her earn so eke her feet were oddc, 
And much vnlike, th’one long, the o^er short, 
And both misplast ; that when th’one for- 
ward yode, 

The other backe retired, and contrarie tiodc. 
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likewise vneouall were her hindes twaine, 
That one did reach, the other pusht away, 
That one did make, the other mard againe, 
And sought to bring all things vnto decay ; 
Whereby great richer gathe^ manie a day, 
She in siu^ space did often bring to nought, 
And their poamsouri often did dismay. 

For all her studie was and all her thou^t, 
Howshe might ouerthrow the things that Con- 
cord wrought. 

So much her malice did her might surpas, 

That eucn th’Almightie selfe she did maUgne, 
Because to man so merciful! he was, 

And vnto all his creatures so beni^e, 

Sith she ^r selfe was of his grace Tndigne : 
For all ^worlds faire workrnanshipshe tride, 
Vnto his last confusion to bring, 

And that grttt golden chaine quite to diuide, 
With whi<m it blessed Concord hath together 
tide. 
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Such was that hag, whidi with Duessa roade, 
And seruing her in her malitious vsc, 

To hurt good knights, was as it were her baude, 
To sell her borrowed beautie to abuse. 

For though like withered tree, that wanteth 
iuyce, ! 

She old and crooked were, yet now of late, ! 
As fresh and fragrant as the floure deluce j 
She was become, by diaunge of her estate, 
And made full goodly ioyance to her new found 
mate 

Her mate he was a iolS youthfull knight, 
that bore great sway in armes and chiualrie, 
was indeed a man of mickle mmht : 

H|s name wm Blandaynour, that did descrie 
His nckle nund full of inconstande. 

W now hixnselfe he fitted h^ right well, 
with two companions of like quahtie, 
^aithlcsse Dues^, and false Paridell, 

whether were more false, full hard it is 
lo tell. 


^ ^llant^ with his goodly crew, 
j hitre espidc the famous Briiomart, 
aduenturous in outward vew, 
Arl!/ his conquests port, 

ni^, eftsoones his wanton harl 
T with delight, and testing sayd ; 

Sir for your desart? 
lucke presents you with yond louel 

pitie that ye want a fellow for your ayd. 


By that the louely paire drew nigh to bond ; 
Whom when as Paridel more plaine beheld, 
Albec in heart he like affection food, 

Yet mindful! how he late by one was feld. 
That did those armes and that samp scutctoi 
weld, 

He had iunall lust to buy his lone so deare, 
But answerd, Sir him wise I nciier held, 

That hailing once escaped pcrill ncare, 

Would afterwards afresh the slecpir^ euill rcaif . 


This knight too late his manhood and his might, 
I did assay, that me right dcarely cost, 

Ne list I for reuei^c prouoke new fight, 

Nc for light Ladies loue, that soone is lost. 
The hot-spurre youth so scorning to be crest. 
Take then to you this Dame of mine (quoth hee) 
And I without your perill or your cost, 

Will chalcnge yond same other for my fee : 
So forth he fiercely prickt, that one him scarce 
could see. 

. . 36 

The warlike Britoncssc her soone addrest, 

And with such vneouth welcome did receaue 
Her fayned Paramour, her forced guest, 
That being font his saddle soone to Icaue, 
Him selfe he did of his new loue deceaue ; 
And made him selfe thensample of hb follie. 
Which doM, she passed forth not IsJcingletue, 
And left him now as sad, as whilome iollie, 
Well warned to beware with whom he dat’d 
to clallie. 

yj 

I Which when hb other companic beheld, 

Th^ to ^ succour ran with readie ayd : 

And finding him vnaWe once to weld, 
l^y reared him on horsebacke, and vpstayd, 
Till on his way they had him forth conuayd : 
And all the way with wondrous griefe of mynd, 
And shame, he Shewd him selfe to be dbmayd, 
More for the loue which he had left behynd. 
Then that which he had to Sir Paridd resynd. 


Nathlesse he forth did march well as he might, 
And made good semblance to hb companie, 
Dissembling hb disease and euill plignt ; 

Till that ere long they cfaaunced to espie 
Two other knights, that towards them did ply 
With speedie course, as bent to charge them 
new. 

Whom when at Bkmdomour approduog nie, 
Peroeiu’d to be such at they se^ in vew, 

He wai full wo, and gan hb former grieferetiew. 
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For th’one of them he perfectly descride. 

To be Sir Scudamourt by that he bore 
Tlie God of loue, with wings displayed wide, 
Whom mortally he hated euermore, 

Both for his worth, that all men did adore, 
And eke Decause liis loue he wonne by right : 
Which when he thought, it gricued Iiim full 
sore, 

Tlut through the bruses of lii . former fight, 
He now vnable was to wreake hii old despight 

40 

For thy he thus to Pandel beiipke, 

Faire Sir, of friendship let me now you pray, 
That as I late aduentured for your sake. 

The hurts whereof me now from battell stay. 
Ye will me now with like good turne rej)ay. 
And iuslilie my cause on yonder knight. 

Ah Sir (said Paridel) do not dismay 
Your selfe for this, my sclfe will for you fight, 
As ye haue done for me : the left h ukI rubs 
the right, 

41 

With that he put his spurres \mto his steed. 
With speare in rest, and toward him did fare, 
Like shaft out of a bow preuenting s|)ced. 

But Scudamour was shortly well aware 
Of his approch, and gan him selfc i)re{)are 
Him to recciue with entertainment incete. 

So furiously they met, that either bare 
The other dowiie vmler their horses fcctc, 

That what of them became, themsclues did 
scarsly weete. 

42 

As when two billowes in the Irish sowndes, 
Forcibly driuen witli eontrarie l)des 
Do meete together, each abacke rebowndcs 
With roaring rage ; and dashing on all sides, 
Tliat filleth all the sea with fome, diuydes 
The doubtfull current into diuers wayes : 

So fell those two in spight of lx)th their prydes. 
But Scudmour hiraselfe did soone vprayse. 
And mounting light his foe for lying long 
vpbrayes. 

Who rolled on an heape lay still in swound, 

All carelesse of his taunt and bitter rayle 
Till that the rest him seeing lie on ground, 
Kan hastily, to weete what did him ayle. 
Where finding that the breath gan himtofayle. 
With busie care they stroue him to awake, 
And doft his helmet, and vndid his mayle : 
So much they did, that at the last they br^e 
His slomber, yet so mazed, that he nothing 
spoke. . 
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Which when as Blandattwur beheld, he sayd, 
False faitour Scudamour, that hast by slight 
And foule aduantage thisgood Knight dismayd, 
A Knight much better then thy selfe behight, 
Well falles it thee tliat 1 am not in plight 
Thisday , t o wreake the dammage by theedonne: 
Such is thy wont, that still when any Knight 
Is weakned, then thou doest him ouerronne: 
So hast tliou to thy selfe false honour often 
wonne. 

45 

He little answer'd, but in manly heart 
His mightie indignation did forbeare. 

Which was not vet so secret, but some part 
Thereof did in his frouning face appeare : 
Like as a glooinie cloud, the wliich doth bcare 
An hideous storme, is by the Northernc blast 
Quite oiierblowne,yet doth not passe so cleari , 
But that it all the skie doth ouercast 
With darknes dred, and threatens all the work! 
to wast. 

Ah gentle knight, then false Duessa sayd, 
Why do ye striue for Ladies loue so sore, 
Whose chiefe desire is loue and friendly ai<l 
Mongst gentle Knights to nourish euermore? 
Me li ye wroth Sir Scudamour therefore, 
'Hiat she your loue list loue anotlier knight, 
Ne do your selfe dislike a whit the more ; 

For Loue is free, and led with sclfe delight, 
Nc will enforced be with maisterdome or rniglit 

So false Duessa, but vile Ate thus ; 
lk)th foolish knights, I can but laugh at both. 
That striue and storme with stirre outrageous 
For her that each of you alike dotli loth, 

And loucs another, with whom now she goth 
In louely wise, and slcepes, and sports, and 
playes ; 

Wiiilest both you here with many a cursed otii, 
Swearc she is yours, and stir re vpbloudiefraye^ 
To win a willow bough, wiiilest other weart? 
tlic bayes. 

Vile htg (sayd Scudamour) why dost thou l>t ' 
And falsly set'kst a verluoiis wight to shame ; 
Fond knight (sayd she) the thing tliat will 
this eye 

1 saw, why should 1 doubt to tell the same : 
Then tell (quoth Blandamour) and fcare nc 
blame. 

Tell what thou saw’st,raaulgre whoso it lieare* 

I saw (quoth she)astranger knight, whose nanv 
1 wote not well, but in his shield he bcares 
(That well I wote) the heads of many brokft 
speares. 
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1 saw him baue your Amorel at will, 

I saw him kisse, 1 saw him her embr^, 

I saw him skepe with her all night his fill, 

All maoie nights, and manie by in place, 

That present were to testifie the case. 
WhicQwhen as Scudomour did heare, his heart 
Was thrild within w£tfd griefe, as when in chacc 
The Parthian strikes a stag withshiucring dar t , 
Tlw beast astonisht stands in middest of his 
smart. 

So stood Sir Scudamour, when this he heard, 
Ne word he had to spcake for great dismay, 
But lookt on Clauce grim, who woxe afeard 
Of outrage for the words, which she heard say, 
Albee vntrue she wist them by assay. 

But BlandamouTi whenas he did espie 
Hischaungeofcheere,thatanguish did bewray, 
He woxe full blithe, as he had got thereby, 
And gan thereat to triumph without victonc. 


The aged D^e him seeing so enraged, 
Wasdeadwithfeare,nathl(?sseasneederequirtxl, 
His flaming furie sought to haue assum'd 
With sober words. Out suflenuice desired, 
Till lime the tryall of her truth expyred ; 
And euermorc sought Bnlotnart to clearc. 

Hut he the more with furious rage was fyred, 
And thrisc Ws liand to kill her did vpreare, 
And thrise he drew it backe : so did at last 
forbearc. 

(.'(Uli, II. 

Blandaviour wtnttts JaUe blorwuUt 
Paridell jor her slriueSt 
They are accorded : A^ape 
doth lengthen her ionnes Hues. 
C/XOC'XOC/XOC^X^X/X/X/XOC/X^X^'' 


I/O recreant (sayd he) the fruitlesse end 
Ofthyvaine boost, andspoilc of louemisgotten, 
Whereby the name of laiight-hood thou dost 
sliend, 

And all true louers with dishonor blotten, 

All things not rooted well, will soone be rotten. 
Ky fy false knight (then false Duessa cryde) 
Vnworthy life that louc with guile hast gotten, 
Be thou, where euer thou do go or ryde, 
I^oathed of ladies all, and of all knights defyde. 

52 . 

Hut Scudamour for passing great despight 
Staid not to answer, scarcely did refraine. 

Hut that in all those knights and ladies sight, 
He for reuenge had guiltlesse Glance slainc : 

Hut being past, he thus began amaine ; 

Kalse traitour squire, false sejuire, of fal^t 
knight, [abstainc, 

Wily doth mine hand from thine auenge 
VVhose Lord hath done my loue this foule 
despight ? 

do I not it wreake, on thee now in my 
might ? 

t>iscoujtcous, disloyall Brilomart, 

Vntrue to God, a^ vnto man vniust, 

Wliat vengeance due can equall thy desart, 
hast with shamefull spot of sinfull lust 
tkfil’d the pledge committed to thy trust ? 

vgly sliame and endlesse infamy 
^plour thy name with fouk reproadies rust. 
Vet thou false Squire his fault shalt deare aby, 
^ with thy punishment his penance shaJt i 
supply. 


Firebrand of hell first tvnd in Phlegdon, 
Hythousandfuries,andfr()mthcnceoutUii(>w*’»* 
Into this world, to worke confusion. 

And set it all on fire by lone vnknowen, 

Is wicked discord, whose small sparkes wih* 


blowen 

None but a God or godlike man can slake ; 
Suchas wasOr/);ieM^,tluit whenst rifcwasgrowim 

Amongst those famous ym[K‘s of Greece, did take 

His sillier Harjx; in hand, and shortly fricn^ 
them make. 
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Or sucli as tlial cclesliall Psalmist was, 

That when the wicked feend his I^rd tormcnterl. 

With heauenly notes, that did all other pas, 
The outrage of his furious fit relented. 

SuchMusickciswiscwordswithtimcconccnted, 

To moderate stifle minds, disposd to stnue : 
Sudi as that prudent Romane well inuentcrl, 
What time his people into partes did riue, 
Them rtconcyld againc, and to their homes did 
driue. 
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Such vs’d wise Glauce to that wrathful! kiii^L 
To calmc the tcmpc’St of hb troubled thouj^t : 
\QiBlandanwi 4 rmlh termesof foule despot, 
And Paridell her scornd, and set at nought, 
As old and crooked and not good for 
Both they vnwisc, and warclesse of the cuill, 
That by themselues vntolhemselucsis wrought , 

Through that false witch, and that fouk aged 


drcuill, , ... 

rhe one a feend, the other an incarnate deoML 
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With whom as they thus rode accomppide, 
They were encountred of a lustie Knight, 
That had a goodly Ladie by hif side, 

To whom he made great dalliance and delight. 
It was to weete the bold Sir Ptrraugh hight, 
He that from Braggadocchio whilome reft 
The snowy FlorimelU whose beautie bright 
Made him seeme happie for so glorious theft ; 

Yet was it in due triall but a wandring weft. 


Which when as Elandamoiif^ whose fancio light 
Was ahvaies flitting as the waucring wind, 
After each beautie, that appeard in sight, 
Beheld, eftsoones it prickt his wanton mind 
With sting of lust, that reasons eve did blind, 
That to Sir Paridell these words he sent ; 

Sir knight why ride ye dumpish thus behind. 
Since so good fortune doth to you present 
Sofay reaspoyle, toraake you ioyous meriment? 
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But Paridell that had too late a tryall 
Of the bad issue of his counsell vaine. 

List not to hearkc,but made this faire denyall ; 
Last tume was mine, well proued to my paine, 
This now be yours, God send you better gaine. 
Whose scoffed wordc he taking halfe in scorne, 
Fiercely forth prickt his steed as in disdaine, 
Against that Knight, ere he him well could 
tome! 

By meanes whereof he hath him lightly ouer- 
borne. 

Wlio with the sudden stroke astonisht sore, 
"jQxin the ground a while in slomber lay ; 

Trie whiles his loue away the other bore, i 
And shewing her, did Paridell vpbra^ ; 

Lo sluggish iCnight the victors happie pray : 
So fortune friends the bold : whom Paridell 
Seeing so faire indeede, as he did say, 

His hart with secret enuie gan to swell. 

And inly grudge at him, that he had sped so well. 

8 

Nathlesse proud man himselfc the other deemed, 
Hauing so pcerelesse paragon ygot : 

For sure the favrest Flarimell him seemed. 

To him was fallen for his happie lot. 

Whose like aliue on earth he weened not : 
Tlierefore he her did court, did seme, did wooc. 
With humblest suit that he imagine mot. 

And all things did deuise, and all things dooe, 
That might her loue prepare, and lil^ win 
theretoo. 


Cani, IL 
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She in regard thereof him recompenst 
With golden words, and goodly countenance, 
And such fond fauours sparingly dispenst : 
Sometimes him blessing witha fi^teye^lancc. 
And coy lookes tempting with loose dalliance , 
Sometimes estranging him in sterner wise, 
That hauing cast him in a foolish trance, 

He seemed brought to bed in Paradise, 
Andprou’dhimselfemostfoole,inwhathcsecm’d 
most wise. 

10 

So great a mistresse of her art she was. 

And perfectly practiz'd in womans craft, 
That though therein himselfehe thought to pas, 
And by his false allurements wylie draft 
Had thousand women of their loue beraft, 
Yetnowhewassurpriz'd: for that falsespnght, 
Which that same witch had in this forme en 
graft. 

Was so expert in euery subtile slight, 

That it couldouerreach the wisest earthly wight 

11 

Yet he to her did dayly seruice more, 

And dayly more deceiued was thereby ; 

Yet Paridell him enuied therefore. 

As seeming plast in sole felicity : 

So blind is lust, false colours to descry. 

But Ate soone discouering his desire. 

And finding now fit opportunity 
To stirre vpstrife,twixt loueandspight andirc, 
Did priuily put coles vnto his secret fire 

12 

By sundry meanes thereto she prickt him forth, 
Now with remembrance of those spightfull 
speaches, 

Now with opinion of his owne more worth, 
Now with recounting of like former breaches 
Made in their friendship, as that Hag hm' 
teaches : 

And euer when his passion is allayd, 

She it reuiues and new occasion reaches 
That on a time as they together way'd, 

He made him open chalenge, and thus boldly 
sayd. 

*3 

Too boastfull Blandamour, too long I bcare 
The open wrongs, thou doest me dajr by dav . 
Well Imow’st thou,whcn we friendship first aid 
sweare, 

The couenant was, that euery spoyle or prav 
Should equally be shard betwixt vs tway : 
Where is my part then of this Ladie bright. 
Whom to thy selfe thou takest quite away ? 
Render therefore therein to me my ri^L 

Oranswerefor thy wrong,as shall fall oulin fight 
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Exceediog wroth thereat was Blandamour, 
And ^ this bitter answere to him make ; 
Too tosh ParuUS, that fayrest floure 
Wouldstgatherfaine,and yetnopaioeswouldst 
But not so easie will I her fors^e ; [take: 
Thishandherwoanfjthishandshallherdefend. 
With that they gan their shiuering speares to 
shake, 

And deadly points at cithers breast to bend, 
KorgetfuU eaoi to haue bene euer others trend. 


19 

^id tliat which is for Ladies most bcsittinn, 
To stmt all strife, and foster friendly peace, 
Was frwn those Dames so farre and so vn* 
fitting, 

As that in stead of praving them surcease, 
They did mucli more their cruelty encrease j 
Bidding them fight for honour of their loue,’ 
Arid rather die then Ladies cause release. 
With which vaine tcrines so much they did 
them moue, 


Iheir firic Steedes with so vntamed forse 
Did bearc them both to fell auenges end, 
That both their speares with pitilesse remorse, 
ThrouA shield and mayle, and haberieon did 
wend, 

And in their flesh a griesly passage rend, 

T^t with the furie of their owne affret, 

Each other horse and man to ground did send ; 
Wliere lying still a while, both did forget 
The perilous present stownd, in which their Hues 
were set. 

16 

As when two warlike Brigandines at sea, 

With murdrous weapons arm’d to cruell fight, 
Doe meete together on the watry lea, 
fhey stemme cch other with so fell despight, 
rhat with the shocke of their owne heedlesse 
might, 

^cir wooden ribs are shaken nigh a sonder ; 
m^whichfromshorcbeholdthedrcadfullsight 
Of flashingfirc,andhcare thcordcnanocthon(!( r, 
Do greatly stand amaz’d at such vnwonted 
wonder. I 


At length they both vpstarted in amaze, 
men awaked rashly out of dreme ; 

And roimd about themselues a while did gaze, 
‘ill seeing her, that Florimell did seme, 
in doubt to whom she victorie should deeme, 
ifierewith their dulled sprights they edgd anew, 
^ddrawingboththeirswordswithrageextreme, 
'ike two mastiffes each on other flew, 
^[^^Ids did share, and mailes did rash, and 
holmes did hew. 

^ furiously each other did assayle 
As if their soules they would attonce haue rent 

tof their brest8,thatstrcamc8of blouddidrayle 

as if their springs of life were spent ; 
• Y^^^ound wit h purple bloud was sfirent, 
ndaHtheirarraours staynd with bloudiegore, 
ct scarcely once to breath would they rd^t, 
P^ort^ was their malice and so sore, 

^yned friendship which they vow’d 


That both rcsolu’d the last extremities to prour. 
20 

Tliere they I wwne would fight vntill this day, 
Had not aSquire,cucn he tlie Souire of Dames, 
By great aduenturc trauclled that way ; 

Who seeing both bent to so bloudy gomes. 
And both of old well knowing by their names, 
Drew nigh, to wcetc the cause of their debate ; 
Andfirst laideon those Ladicsthousand blames, 
That did not sccke t’ap|)casc their deadly hate, 
But gazed on their harmes, not pittying their 
estate. 

ai 

And then those Knights he humbly did beseech, 
To stay tlicir hands, till he a while had stioken: 
Who lookt a little vp at that his speech. 

Yet would not let their battell so be broken, 
Both greedie fiers on other to be wroken. 

Yet he to them so earnestly did call, 
Andthem coniur’d by some wcllkno wen token, 
That they at last their wrothfull hands let fedl. 
Content to hcare him speake, and glad to rest 
withall. 

22 

First he desir’d their cause of strife to sec ; 
TTicy said, it was for loue of Florimell. 

Ah gentle kj)ights(<jiJothhe)howmay that bee, 
And she so farre astray, as none can tell. 
Fond Squire, full angry then sayd ParideU, 
.Seest not the I^ie there before thy face ? 

He looked backe, and her aduizing well, 
Weend as he said, by that her outward grace. 
That hyrestFlorinKll was present therein place. 

23 

Glad man was he to see that ioyous sight. 

For none aliue but ioy ’d in Florimtll, 

And lowly to her lowting thus behight ; 
Fayrest of faire, that faircnesse doest exccll, 
This happie day I haue to grrete you well, 

In which you safe I sec, whom thousand late 
Misdoubt^ lost through mischiefethat befell; 
Long may you Hue in health and happie state. 
She htle answer’d him, but lightly dia a^irate. 
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24 

Then turning to those Knights, he gan a new ; 
knd you Sir Blandamour and PandeUf 
'fliat for this Ladie present in your vew, 

Haue rays’d this ctucU warre and outrage fell, 
Certes me secmes bene not aduised well, 

But rather ought in friendship for her sake 
To ioyne your force, their forces to repell, 
Thatseeke perforce her from you both to take. 
And of your gotten spoyle their owne triumph 
toir^e. 

ThereatSiri3/^imifl)7?oi<rwithcountcnancesteme, 
All full of wrath, thus fiercely him bespake ; 

A read thou Squire, that I the man may leame, 
That dare fro me thinke Florwiell to take. 

Not one (quoth he) but many doe partake 
Herein, as thus. It lately so befell, 

That Salyran a girdle did vptake, 

Well knowne to ap[)ertaine to Florimellf 
Whidi for her sake he wore, as him beseemed 
well. 

26 

But when as she her selfe was lost and gone, 
Full many knights, that loued her like deare. 
Thereat did greatly grudge, that he alone 
That lost faire Ladits ornament should weare. 
And ^n therefore close spight tohim tobcare: 
Whidi he to shun, and stop vile enuies sting, 
Hath lately caus’d to be proclaim’d each where 
A solemne feast, with pubhke turneying, 

To which all knights with them their Ladies are 
to bring. 

. 

And of them all she that is fayrest found, 

Shall haue that golden girdle for reward, 

And of those Knights who is most stout on 
ground, 

Shall to that fairest Ladie be prefard. 

Since therefore she her selfe is now your ward, 
To you that ornament of hers pertaines, 
Against all those, thiit chalenge it to gard. 
And saue her honou r wi th you r ven t rous paines; 
That shall you win more glory, then ye here find 
gaines. 

28 

When they the reason of his words had hard, 
TTiey gan abate the rancour of their rage, 
And with their honours and their loues regard, 
The furious flames of malice to asswage. 

Tho each to other did his faith engage, 

Like faithfull friends thenceforth to ioyne inone 
With all their force, and battell strong to wage 
Gainst all those knights, as their prof^sedfone, 
T^t chaleng’d ought in Fhrifi^ saue they 
alone. 


29 

So well accorded forth they rode together 
In friendly sort, that last^ but a while; 

And of all old dislikes they made faire weather, 
Yet all was forg’d and spied with golden foyle, 
That vnder it hidde hate and hollow guyle. 
Ne certes can that friendship long endure. 
How euer gay and goodly be the style, 

That doth ill cause or euill end enure : 

For vertue is the band, that bindeth harts most 
sure. ^ 

Thus as they marched ad in close disguise 
Of fayned loue, they chaunst to ouertake 
Two knights, that Imcked rode m louely wise, 
As if they secret counsels did partake ; 

And each not farre behinde him had his make, 
To weete, two Ladies of most goodly hew, 

Vnmindfull both of that discorJfuT^w, 

The which with speedie pace did after them 
pursew. 

Who as they now approched nigh at hand, 
Deeming them dou^tie as they did appcarc, 
They sent that Squire afore, to vnderstand, 
What mote they be : who viewing them more 
neare 

Returned readie newes, that those same weare 
Two of the prowest Knights in Faery lond ; 
And those two Liidies their two loners deare, 
Couragious Cambell, and stout Triamond, 
With Canacee and Cambiw linckt in louely bond 

Whylome as antique stories tellen vs, 

Those two were foes the fellonest on ground, 
And battel] made the dreddest daungerous, 
That cuer shrilling trumpet did resound ; 
Though now their acts be nowhere to be found, 
As that renowmed Poet them compyled, 
With warlike numbers and Heroicke sound, 
Dan Chaucer, well of English vndefyled, 

On Fames etemall beadroll worthie to be fyled 

33 . 

But wicked Time that all good thoughts doth 
waste, 

And workes of noblest wits to nought out 
weare, 

That famous moniment hath quite defaste, 
And robd the world of threasureendlesscdeare, 
The which mote haue enriched all vs heare. 
0 cursed Eld the cankerwormc of writs, 

How may these rimes, so ruoe as doth appeare, 
Hope to endure, sith workes of heauenly wits 
Are quite deuourd, and brougnt to nought by 
little bits ? 


CanlJL 


FAERIE QVEENE. 


34 

Then pardon, 0 roost sacred happie spirit, 
That 1 thy bbours iolt may thus reuiue, 

And steak from thee the meede of thy due 
merit, 

ITmt none durst eucrwhilest thou wast aliue, 
And being dead in vaine yet many striue : 

Ne dare 1 like, but through infusion sweete 
Of ihine owne spirit, which doth in me surviue, 
I follow here the footing of thy fecte, 

That with thy meanings© I may the rather mcete 

35 

Cantklhes sister was fayre Camceet 
Tiiat was the learnedst Ladie in her dayes, 
Well scene in euerie science tliat mote bee, 
And euery secret worke of natures wayes, 

In wittie riddles, and in wise soothsayes, 

In power of herbes, and tunes of be^ts and 
burds ; 

And, that augmented all her other prayse, 

She modest was in all her deedes and words, 
Knd wondrous chast of life, yet lou’d of Knights 
and Lords. 

36 

FuO many Lords, and many Knights her loued, 
Yet slie to none of tliem her liking lent, 

Nc euer was with fond affection moued, 

But rul’d her thoughts with goodly gouerne- 
ment, 

For dread of blame and honours blemishment ; 
And eke vnto her lookes a law she made, 

Tliat none of them once out of order went, 

But like to wane Centonels well stayd, 
ill watcht on euery side, of secret foes affrayd. 

. 37 

^niucn the more as she refusd to louc, 
much the more she loued was and sought, 
In^t oftentimes vnquiet strife did moue 
^onf^ther louers,and great quarrels wrought, 

^ ker in bloudie arines tliey fought 
Inch whenasCami>^//, that was stout and wise, 
d would breede great mischiefe, he 
net bought 

preuent the perill that mote rise, 
fume both him and her to honour in this 
''ise. 

^ all that troupe of warlike wooers 

‘ 'embled were, to weet whose she should bee, 1 
and dreadfull derring dooen, 
^ harder it to make them well agree) 
them all this end he did decree ; 
them all, which loue to her did make, 

by ow^tshouldchosethestou test three, 
mthhunsdfe shouldcombat for her sake, 
^aemallthe vktoursbould bis sister take. 
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Bold was the chalcnw, as himselfe was bold, 
And courage full of haughtie hardiment, 
Approued oft in perils manifold, 

Which he atchicu’d to his great ornament ; 
But yet his sisters skill vnto him lent 
Most confidence and hop of happie sjiecd, 
Conceiued by a ring, whicli she him sent, 
That mongst the manie vertues, which wc reed. 
Had ix>wer to staunch al wounds, tliat mortally 
did bleed. 

40 

Well W.IS that rings great vertue knowen to all. 
That droatl thert'of, and his redoubted might 
Did all that youthly rout so much appall, 
Tliat none of them durst vndertake tne fight ; 
More wise they weend to make of loue delight, 
Then life to hazard for fairc Ladies looke. 
And yet vncertainc by such outward sight, 
lliough for her sake they all that perill tooke, 
Whether she would them louc, or in her liking 
brookc. 

* .41 

Amongst Uiosc knights there were three 
brethren bold, 

Three bolder brethren ncucr were ybomc. 
Borne of one mother in one happie mold, 
Borne at one burden in one hanpic morne, 
ThrLse happie mother, and thrise^fipiemomc. 
That bore three such, three such not to be fond ; 
Her name was Afiape whose children wemc 
All three as one, the first bight Prianumd, 
The second Dyamond, the youngest Triamond. 

42 

Stout Priamond, but not so strong to strike, 
Strong Diamond, but not so stout a knight, 
But Triamond was stout and strong alilw : 

On horsebacke vsed Triamond to fight, 

And Priamond on foote had more delight, 

But horse and foote knew Diamond to wield ; 
With curtaxc vsed Diamond to smite, 

And Triamond to handle spcarc and shield, 
But spearc and curtaxc boln vsd Priamond in 
field. 

43 

These three did louc each other dearcly well. 
And with so firme affection were allyde, 

As if but one soule in them all did awcll, 
Which did her powrc into three riarts diuyde ; 
Likethreefairebranchesbuddingfarrcandwidc, 
Tliat from one rootc denu'd their vitall sap ; 
And like that roote that doth her life diuioc, 
Their mother was, and had full blessed hap, 
These three so noble babes to bring forth at one 
dap. 
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Their mother was a Fay, and had the skill 
Of seaet things, and all the powres of nature. 
Which she by art could vse vnto her will. 

And to her seruice bind each liuing aeature, 
'JThrough secret vnderstanding of their feature. 
Thereto she was right faire, when so her face 
She list discouer, and of got^ly stature ; 

But she as Fayes are wont, in priuie place 
Did spend her dayes, and lov’d m forests wyld 
to space. 

45 

There on a day a noble youthly knight 
Seeking aduentures in the saluage wood, 

Did by great fortune get of her the sight, 

As she sate carelesse by a cristall flood, 
Combing her golden lockes,as scemd her good: 
And vnawares vpon her laying hold, 

That stroue in vaine liira long to haue with- 
stood. 

Oppressed her, and there (as it is told) 

Got these three louely babes, tlwit prov’d three 
champions bold. 

46 

Which she with her long fostred in that wood, 
Till that to ripenesse of mans state they grew : 
Then shewing forth sign es of then fathcrsblood, 
They loued armes, and knighthood didensew, 
Seeking aduentures, where they anic knew. 
Which when their mother saw, she gan to dout 
Their safetie, least by searching daungers new, 
And rash prouoking perils all about, 

Their days mote be abridged through their 
corage stout. 

47 

Therefore desirous th'end of all their dayes 
To know, and them t’enlargc with long extent, 
By wondrous skill, and many hidden wayes. 
To the three fatall sisters house she went. 
Farre vnder ground from tract of liuing went, 
Downe in the bottome of the deepe Abysse, 
Where Demogorgon in dull darkenesse {)ent, 
Farre from the view of Gods and hcauens blis. 
The hideous Chaos keepes, their dread! till dw'ell- 
ingis. 

48 . , 

There she them found, all sitting round about 
The direfull distafle standing in the mid, 

And with vnwearied fingers drawing out 
The lines of life, from liuing knowld^ hid. 
Sad Clotho held the rocke, the whiles the thrid 
gricsly Lathesis was spun with poine, 
Tmit ouell Atrotes eftsoones vndid. 

With cursed knile cutting the twist in twaine : 
Moat wretched men, whose dayes depend on 
thrids so vaine. 


49 

She them saluting, there by tliem sate still, 
Beholding how ^e thrids of life they span : 
And when at last she had beheld her fill, 
Trembling in heart , and looking pale and wan, 
Her cause of comming she to tell began. 

To whom fierce AtropoSf Bold Fay, that durst 
Come see the secret of the life of man, 

Well worthie thou to be of loue accurst, 

And eke thy childrens thrids to be a sund<r 
burst. 

50 

Whereat she sore afirayd, yet her besought 
To graunt her boone, and rigour to abate, 
That she might see her childrens thrids forth 
brought, 

And know the measure of their vtmost date. 
To them ordained by etemail fate. 

Which Clotho graunting, shewed her the same: 
That when she saw, it did her much amate, 
To see their thrids so thin, as spiders frame, 
And eke so short, that seemd their ends out 
shortly came. 

5* 

She then began them humbly to intreatc, 

To draw them longer out, and better twine, 
Tliat so their Hues might be prolonged late. 
But Jjachests thereat gan to repine, 

And sayd, Fond dame that deem’st of thinp 
diiiine 

As of humane, that they may altred bee, 

And chaung’d at pleasure for those ol 
thine. 

Not so ; for what the Fates do once dernt, 
Not all the gods can chaunge, nor /ouo him sell 
can free. 

52 

Then since (quoth she) the termeof each mans bif 
For nought may lessened nor enlarged bee, 

Graunt tliisjtlut when ye shred withfa tall knilf 

His line, which is the eldest of the three, 
WTiich is of them the shortest, as I see, 
Eftsoones his life may pasM into the next; 
And when the next shall likewise ended 
Tliat both their Hues may Hkewise be aimat 
Vnto the third, that hb may so be trebly wt’>^ 

53 

They graunted it ; and then that carefull 
Departed thence with full contented myn^l • 
And comming home, in warlike fresh aray 
Them found all three according to their kjmo ’ 
But unto them what destinie was assyno, 

Or how their Hues were eckt, she did not tefl • 
But euermore, when she fit time could fyndi 
She warned them to tend their safeties well 
And loue each other deare, what euer them bef«* 
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5o did they surely during all their dayes, 

And neuer discord did amongst them fall ; 
Which much augmented all their other praise. 
^ now t’increase affection naturall, 

In loue of Canacet they ioyned all : 
Vponwhichgroundthissamegreat battellgrew, 
Great matter growing of ^nning small ; 

The which for length I will not here pursew, 
Bui rather will rcscrue it for a Canto nrw. 

Cant. III. 

The batUll twixi three brethren with 
Cambell for Canacee : 

Cantbtna with true friendships bond 
doth their long slrtfe agree. 

() 'vhy doc wretched men so much desire, 

1 0 draw their dayes vnto the vtmost date, 
Ai.d doe not rather wish them soone expire, 
Knowing the miserie of their estate, 

And thousand ()erills wliich them still awate, 
rossing them like a boate amid the maync, 
Tlut cuery houre they knocke at deathes gate ? 
Anti he that happie seemes and least in paync . 
Wf IS as nigh his end, as he that most doth 
I'bync. 

2 

ni(r(forc this Fay I hold hut fond and vainc. 
Ttif' winch in socking for her children three 
life, thereby did more prolong their 

painc. 

wliilcst they Hued none did ener see 
More liappie creatures, then they stern’d to 
bee, 

more ennobled for their co^irttsic, 
made them dearcly lon’d of eiich degree , 
more renowmed for their rhenalrie, 

‘‘•it made them dreaded much of all men farre 
^iiid me. 

^rec that hardie chalenge tooke in hand, 
Carmcet with Cambell for to fight : 

might vnderstand, 

plt^ges pawnd the same to kcepe a right, 
hat day, the dreddest day that lining wight 
eucr see vpon this world to shine, 

* as h^uens window shewed light. 

Champions all in armour shine, 
^'^bled were in field, the chalenge to define. 
»»^enser 


The field with listes was all about enclos’d, 

To barre the prease of people farre away ; 
And at th’one side sixe iudges were disjxis’d, 
To view and deemt the deedes of armes thal 
day; 

And on the other side in frt'sh aniy, 

Fayre Canacee vpon a stately stage 
Was set, to see tne fortune of that fray. 

And to be scene, as his most wort hie wage, 
That could her purchase with his hues aduen 
tur’d gage. ^ 

Then entred Cambell first into the list, 

With stately stc|«, and fearclcssc coiinlonancc 
As if the conquest his he surely wist. 

Soone after did the brethren three aduance, 
In brauc aray and goodly amenance, 
Withscutchinsgiltandbannersbroaddisplayd: 
And marcliing thrise in warlike ordinance, 
Thrisc lowted lowlv to tlie noble Mayd, 

The whiles shril tromixjts and loud clarions 
sweetly j)layd. ^ 

Wliich dwn the doughty rhalengcr came forth, 
All arm’d to |>oinl his chaUngc to alxl : 
Gainst whom Sir Prtarrwnd v,\ih cquall worth, 
And equall armes himsclfc did forward set. 

A trompet blew; they both together met, 
W'lih drcadfull force, and furious intent, 
Carclesse of perill in their Tiers affret, 

As if that life to losse they liad foreicnt, 

.\nd cared not to sfwre, that should l;c shortly 
SjKTlt. ^ 

Right pmetirke was ^ir Prianwnd in fight, 
.And tiirouglilvskildin vseof shield and .s| >< ,irc 
Ne lev<* apj>rc>ucd W’as Cambclloes might, 

Ne les.s<- his skill in weafions did apjieare, 
That hard it was to weene which liardcr were. 
Full many mightie strokes on either side 
Were sent, that Btemed death in them toix-are, 
Hut they were lx>th so walrhfiill and well eyde, 
Tluit they auoyded were, and vainely by did 
slydc. j. 

Yet one of many was so strongly bent 
liy Pfuimrmd. that with vriliirkie glaunce 
Tliroiigh Cavihrh ‘^houldcr it vriwarcly went. 
That forced him his shield to disaduaunre: 
Much was he grieued with that grarelessc 
(luiinee, 

Yet from the wound no drop of bloud thcr** fell. 
But wondrous painc, that did the more en* 
haunce 

His haughtic courage to aduengement fell : 
Smart daunts not mighty harts, but make! 
them more to swell. 
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With that his poynant speare he fierce auentrcd, 
Withdoubled force close vnderneath his shield, 
That through the mayles into his thigh it 
cntred, 

And there arresting, readie way did yield, 

For bloud to gush forth on the grassie field ; 
That he for painc himselfe n’otc right vprearc, 
But too and fro in great amazement reel’d, 
Like an old Oke whose pith and sap is seare. 
At puffe of euery stormc doth stagger here and 
theare. 

10 

Whom so dismayd when Cambrll had espide, 
Againe he droue at him witli double might, 
That nought mote stay the stecle, till in his 
side 

The mortall point most cruelly empight : 
Where fast infixed, whilest he sought by slight 
It forth to wrest, the stafie a sunder brake, 
And left the head behind; with which despight 
He all enrag’d, his shiuering Sf)eare did shake, 
Andclurginghimafresh thus felly him Ix^spake. 

n 

Lo faitour there thy meedc vnto thee take. 

The meede of thy mischalenge and abet: 

Not for thine owne, but for thy sisters sake, 
Haue I thus long thy life vnto thee let : 

But to forbeare doth not forgiue the det. 

The wicked weapon heard his wrathfull vow. 
And passing forth with furnnis afiret, 

Pierst through his beucr quite into his brow, 
That with the force it backward forced liim 
to bow. 

12 

'rherewith a sunder in the midst it brist, 

And in his hand nought but thetronthcon left. 
The other halfe behind yet sticking fast, 

Out of his headpeece Cambell fiercely r* ft. 
And with such furie backc at him it heft, 

That making way vnto his dearest life, 

His wcasiind pipe it through his gorget cleft: 
Thence streames of purple bloud issuing nfc. 
Let forth his wearie ghost and made an end ol 
strife. 

His wearie ghost assoyld from fleshly band. 
Did not as others wont, directly fly 
Vnto her rest in Plutocs griesly land, 

Ne into ayre did vanish presently, 

Ne chaunged was into a starre in skv : 

But through traduction was eftsoones deriued, 
Like as his mother prayd the Destinie, 

Into his other bretnren, that suruiued. 

In whom he lin'd a new, of former life depriued. 


* 4 . 

Whom when on ground his brother next beheld, 
Though sad and soric for so heauy sight, 

Yet leauc vnto his sorrow did not yeeld. 

But rather stird to vengeance and despight, 
Through secret feeling of his generous spnght, 
Rusht fiercely forth, the battell lo renew, 

As in reuersion of his brothers right; 

And chalenging the Virgin as his dew. 

His foe was soone addrest: the trompets freshly 
blew. 

With tlut they both together fiercely met, 

As if that each ment other to deuoure ; 

And with their axes both so sorely bet. 

That neither plate nor mayle, whereas the 
j>owre (stovvK 

They felt, could once sustaine the nideou 
But riued were like rotten wood a sunder, 
Whilest through their rifts the ruddie bh 
did sliowre 

Ami fire did flash, like lightning after thiinofr 
Tliat (lid the lookers on attonce with ruth 
wonder. 

As when two Tygers prickt with hungers r,-p“, 
Haue by good fortune found some kae.j 
fresh spoyle, 

On which they weene their famine to assNv.iD’ 
And gainc a feastfull guerdon of *,iieir tnvl- 
lioth falling out doe stirre vp strifefiill br''\h 
And crucll battell twixt themsJues doe iii.ihi. 
Whiles neither lets the other touch the si '.1> 
But cither sdcignes with other to pariaki 
So cruelly these Knights stroue for that ' 
sake. 

Full many strokes, that mortally were rm c’ 
The wliilcswcreentcrchaungcd twist them U' 
Yet they were all with so good warimcni 
Or warded, or auoyded and let goc, 

That still the life stood fearclessc of her loc 
Till Diamond disdeigning long deUy 
Of doubtfnll fortune wauering to and fro, 

1<( solu’d to end it one or other way ; 

And hcau’d his murdrous axe at him 
mighty sway. 

The drcadfull stroke in case it had arrinc*!!. 
\Vhere it was ment, (so deadly it was ment) 
The soulc had sure out of his bodic riucd, 
And stinted all the strife incontinent. 

But Cambels fate that fortune did preucni : 
For seeing it at hand, he swaru’d asyde. 

And so gaue way vnto his fell intent : 

Who missing of the marke which he had c^* 
Was with the force nigh fcld whilst his 
foot did slyde. 
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^ when a Vulture gre^e of his pray, 
Throughhungerloogft^tharttohimdothlend, I 
Strikes at an Heron with all his bodies sway, 
Thaiiromhisforceseemesnoughtmayitdefend; | 
The wane fowle that spies him toward bend 
His dreadful! souse, auoydes it shunning light, 
And maketh him his wing in vaine to spend , 
That with the weight of his owne weeldlesse 
might, 

fie iallcth nigh to ground, and scarse recouereth 

foire aduenture when Cambello spide, 
Full lightly, ere himselfc he could recower. 
From oaungers dread to ward his naked side 
He can let ariue at him with all his power, 

I And with his axe him smote in cuill hower, 
That trom his shouldersquite his head he reft : 

; The hcadlesse tronke , as h^lesse of tha t st ower . 

, Stood still a while, and his fast footing kept, 
till feeling life to faylc, it fell, and deadly slept. 


31 

rhey which that piteous spectacle beheld. 

Were much amaz’d the headlcsse tronke to see 
htand vp so long, and weapon vaine to weld, 
Vnwectmg of the Fates diuine decree, 

For lifes succession in those brethren three. 
For notwithstanding that one soule was reft, 
Yet, lud the bodic not dismembred bee, 

It would hauc lined, and reuiued eft ; 

Hut hnding no fit scat, the lifelcsse corse it left. 


; but thatsamesoule, which thereindwclt, 
''tr ight cnlrirg into Triamond, him fild 
WuhdoubIclifc,and griefe, which whenhcfelt, 
As one whose inner parts had bene yllirild 
With point of Steele, that close his hartbloud 
‘'Pild, 

lie li^^htly Icpt out of his place of rest, 
rushing forth into the emptie field, 
fiercely him acid rest; 

»no him affronting soone to fight was readie 
prest. 

Wf 11 mote ye wonder how that noble Knight, 
A her he had so often wounded beene, 

stand on foot, now to renew the fight. 
^ had ye then him forth aduauncing scene, 
newbomc wight ye would him surely 
''eene: 

jW fresh he seemed and so fierce in sight ; 
ue as a Snake, whom wcaric winters tecne 
wome to nought, now feeling sommers 
. might, ^ [dight. 

o8 his lagged skin and freshly doth him 
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All was through vertuc of the ring he wore, 
The which not oncly did not from liim let 
One drop of bioud to fall, but did restore 
His weakned powers, and dulled spirits whet. 
Through working of the stone therein jTiet, 
Else how could one of equall might with most. 
Against so many no lesse mightie met, 

Once thinke to match three sudi on equall cost, 
lliree such as able were to match a pwssanr 
host. 

25 

Yet nought thereof was Triamond adredde, 

Ne desperate of glorious victorie. 

But sharpely him assayld, and sore bestedde, 
With hea|)es of strokes, which he at him let 
flic. 

As lliicke as hayle forth |X)ured from theskie: 
He stroke, he soust, he fojmd, he hewd, he 
lasht, 

And did his yroii brond so fast applie. 

That from the same the fierie sjjarklcs flasht, 
As fast as water-sprinkJes gainst a rocke are 
dasht. 

26 

Much was Cambello daunted with his blowcs. 
So thicke they fell, and forcibly were sent, 
That he was forst from daunger of the ihrowes 
Backe to retire, and somewhat to relent, 

Till th’heat of his fierce fune be had spent: 
Which when for want of breath gan to abate, 
He then afresh with new encouragement 
Did him assayle, and mightily arnatc, 

Asfast as forward erst, now backward lorctratc. 


Like as the tide that comes fro th’Ocean mayne, 
Howes vp the Shenan with contrarie forse, 
And ouerruling him in hLs owne rayne, 

Driues backe the current of his kindly course, 
And makes it scemeto hauesomc other soursc: 
But when the floud is spent, then backe againe 
His borrowed waters forst to redisboursc, 

He sends the sea his owne with double piinc, 
And tribute eke witliall, as to his Soucraine. 

28 

Thus did the battell varie to and fro, 

With diuerse fortune doubtfull to be deemed ; 
Now this the better had, now had his fo ; 
Then he halfevanquisht, then the other seemed. 
Vet victors both them selues alwayesesteemed 
And all the while the disentrayled blood 
Adowne their sides like litle nuers stremed, 
That with the wasting of his vitall flood. 

Sir Triamond at last full faint and feeble stood. 
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Btit Cambell still more strong and greater grew, 
Ne felt his blood to wast, ne powres emperisht, 
Through that rings vertue, that with vigour new, 
Still when as he enfeebled was, him cherisht, 
And all his wounds, and ail his bruses guarisht, 
Like as a withered tree through husbands toylc 
Is often scene full freshly to haue florisht, 
And fruitfull apples to haue borne awhile, 

As fresh as when it first was planted in thesoy Ic. 

30 

Through whichaduantage,inhisstrengthherose, 
And smote the other with so wondrous might, 
That through the seamc, which did hb hauberk 
close, 

Into his throatc and life it pierced quight, 
That downe he fell as dead in all mens sight: 
Yet dead he was not, yet he sure did die, 

As all men do, tluit lose the liuing spright: 

So did one soule out of his Ixxlie flic 
Vnto her natiue home from mortall miserie. 


Yet still that direfull stroke kept on his way, 
And falling heauie on Cambelbes crest, 
Strooke him so hugelv, that in swownc he la\, 
And in his head an hideous wound imprest 
And sure had it not happily found rest 
Vpon the brim of his brode plated shield. 
Itwouldhaueclefthisbraincdownetohisbresi 
So both at once fell dead vpon the field, 
And each to other seemd the victone to yield. 

35 

Wliich when as all the lookers on beheld, 
Thev weened sure the warre was at an end, 
Ana ludges rose, and Marshals of the field 
Broke vp the listes, their armes away to m»(j, 
And Canacee gan waylc her dearest frend 
All suddenly they both vpstarted light, 

The oneou t of the swownd , which him d id bk nt 
The other breatliing now another spri};lii, 
And fiercely t‘ach assayling, gan afresh to ligh' 
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3! Long while they then continued in that wuf, 

But nathelessc whilst all the lookers on As if but then the battell liad begonne • 

Him dead behight, as he to all apficard, Strokes, wounds, wards, weapons, all tluy (!>• 
All vnawarcs he started v|) anon, despise, 

As one that had out of a dreame bene reard, Ne either car’d to ward, or pcrill shonne, 
And fresh assayld his foe, who halfc affeard Desirous both to haue the battell donne ; 


Ofth’vncouthsight,ashcsomeghost hadscenc. 
Stood still amiu’d, holding his idle svveard; 
Till liauing often by liim stricken bcene, 

He forced was to strike, and saue him selfc 
from tecnc. 

.^2 

Yet from then('cft>rth niort warilv he fought. 

As one in fcare the St)gian gcKls I’oflend, 

Ne followd on so fast, but rather sought 
Him selfe to saue, and daunger to defend. 
Then life and labour both in vaine to spend. 
Which Triamond perceiuing, weened sure 
lie gan to faint, toward the Uittels end. 

And that he should not long on foote endure, 
A signe which did to him the victorie assure. 

Wliereof full blilh, efts<.H>nes his inightie hand 
He heav’d on hmh, in mind with that same blow 

To make an end of all tliat did withstand: 
Which CanibeU seeing come, was nothing slow 
Him selfe to saue from that so deadly throw ; 
And at that instant reaching forth his sweard 
Close vndemeath h isshield , t lia t scarce didshow. 
Stroke him, as he his hand to strike vpreard. 
In th'arm-pit full, that llirough both sides the 
wound appeard. 


Ne either cared life to saue or spill. 

Ne which of them did winne, ne which 
wonne. 

So wcaric both of fighting had their fill 
That life it selfe seemd loathsome, and 
safetie ill. 

37 

Whilst thus the case iu doubt full l)allan( i li' W 
Vnsure to whether side it would incline, 

Andallmcnscycsand hearts, which thercan c!k 

Stood gazing, filled were with rufull tin' 
And secret fe:ire, to see their fatall fine. 

All suddenly they heard a troublous iiom"’ 
Tliat scernd some perilous tumult to 
Confusd with womenscries, and shoutsof N' ■ 
Such as the troubled Theaters oftimes an: ' ' 


Thereat the Champions both stood still a ‘p 
T o weeten what that sudden clamour in<n^ 
Lo where they spyde w i thspeedie wh i r 1 1 ng p 
One in a charet of straunge furniment. 
Towards them drilling like a stormc out stn' 
The charet decked was in wondrous wi/e. 
With gold and many a gorgeous omamenf, 
After the Persian Monarks antique giibr» 
Such as the maker sclfecould bestoy artdeuii* 
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bd drawDC it was (that wonder is to tell) 

^ two grim lyons, taken from the wood, 

1 In which their powrc all others did excell ; 

Now made forget their former cruell mood, 
Tobey their riders best, as seemed good. 

And therein sate a Ladie passing faire 
Andbright,thatseemedbomeof Angelsbrood, 
And with her beautie bountie did compare, 
iljether of them in her should haue the greater 
share. 

40 . . , 

liercto she learned was in Magicke leare, 

And all the artes, that subtill wits discouer, 
Hauing therein bene trained many a yeare. 

And well instructed by the Fay her mother, 
Th.it in the same she farre exceld all other. 
Will) vnderstanding by her mightie art, 

Of th’euill plight, in which her dearest brother 
Now stood, came forth in hast to take his part, 
Und panfie the strife, which causd so deadly 
snvart. 

ini as she passed through th’vnruly preace 
i Of i)eople, thronging thicke her to behold, 

I Her angrie teamc breaking their bomlsof peace, 

: i.reat heapes of them, like sheepe in narrow 
1 fold, 

j For hast did ouer-runne, in dust enrould, 

I That thorough rude confusion of the rout, 

I >«wief«iringshriekt,somebemg harmed hould, 

( Lujght for sport, some did for wonder 
; 'ihout, 

iod yjine that would seeme wise, their wonder 
lurnd to dout. 

I • 

0 nor right hand a rod of peace shec bore, 

^boui the which two Serpents weren wound, 
I’-ntravlcd muVually in louely lore, 

bv the tailes together nrmcly bound, 
^n<ll)Othwcre with one oliue garland crownd, j 
hike to the rod which Maias sonne doth wield, j 
j '•Vherewuh the hellish fiends he doth confound i 
^nd in her other hand a cup she hild, 

which was with Nepenthe to the brim 
vphld 

b a drinck 0? souerayne grace, 
jpiired b>» the Gods, for to asswage 

and bitter gal! away to chace, 
»nic}i stirs vp anguish and contentious rage : 

, ^ead thereof sweet peace and quiet age 
” doth establish in the troubled mynd. 

men, but such as sober are arxi sage, 

^ by the Gods to drinck thereof assynd ; 
wt sudi as drinck, etemall happinesse do fynd. 


Such famous men, such worthies of the earth, 
As Joue will haue aduaunced to the skie, 

And there made gods, though Ixirne of mortal! 
berth. 

For their high merits and great dignitie, 

Are wont, before they may to heauen flic, 

To drinckc hereof, whereby all cams forciwst 
Arc washt away quite from their menione. 

So did those oldc llertx's hereof taste, 

Before that they in blissc amongst the (kkIs 
were pLuste. 

Much more of price and of more crat ions jMiwrc 
Is thb, then that same water ofArdenne, 

Tile which Rimldo drunck in happie howre, 
Described by tliat famous Tuscane |)enne . 
For thathadmighttoclungethehcartsof men 
Fro loue to luite, a change of euill choisc : 

But this doth hatred make in loue to brenne 
And heauy heart with comfort doth rcioyce 
Who would not to this vertue rather yccld Iiii 
voire? 

At last arriuing by the Ibtis side, 

Shee with her rod did softly smite the raile, 
Which straightflewoix*, and gaucherwaytonde 
Eftsoones out of her Coch slie auaile. 

And pacing fairely forth, did bid all haile, 
First to her brother, whom she loued deare, 
'That so to see liim made her heart to qiiaile 
And next to CambfU, whose sad ruefull (lieare 
Made her to change her liew, and hidden lorn* 
t’appcare. 

47 

They lightly her reqiiit (for small delight 
They had as then her long to entertairie,) 

And eft them turned Ixuli againc to fight , 
Which whcnshcsaw.downeonthcbloudypla me 
IIerselfe8hcthrew,andt(‘arc'sganshedamaine; 
Amongst her tearcs irnmixmg prayers meckc, 
And with her prayers reasons to rcstraine 
From blouddy strifc,and blessed pcacetoseeke, 
By all tliat vnlo them was deare, did them 
■ brverkr. ^ 

But when asa II migh t nough t with thempreuaik- , 

.Shee smot c t hem 1 igli tly with her powreluU wand 

Then suddenly as if their hearts did faile, 
Their wrathfull blades downe fell out of tJieir 
hand, 

And they like men astonlsht still did stand. 
Tbus wlulest their minds were doubtfully dis 
trau^ht. 

And mighty spirites bound with mightier band, 
Her golden cup to them fordrinke she rauglit, 
Whereof full glad for thirst, cch drunk an harty 
draught. 
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But Cambell still more strong and greater grew, 
Ne felt his blood to wast, ne powres emperisht, 
Tlirough that ringsvertue, that wi th vigour new, 
Still when as he enfeebled was, him cherisht, 
And all his wounds, and all hts bruses guarisht, 
Like as a withered tree through husbands toy Ic 
Is often scene full freshly to haue florisht. 
And fruitfull apples to haue borne awhile, 

As fresh as when it first was planted in thesoy Ic. 

30 

Through whichaduantage,inhisstrengthherose, 
And smote the other with so wondrous might, 
That through the scamc, which did his hauberk 
close, 

Into his throatc and life it pierced quight, 
That downe he fell as dead in all mens sight: 
Yet dead he was not, yet he sure did die, 

As all men do, that lose the lining spright: 

So did one soule out of his bodie flie 
Vnto her natiuc home from mortall miserie. 


But nathelessc whilst all the lookers on 
Him dead behight, as lie to all appeard, 

All vnawares he started vp anon, 

As one that had out of a dreamc bene rcard, 
And fresh assayld his fix;, who halfc affeard 
Of th’ vneouth sight , as he some ghost had scene , 
Stood still anuiz’d, holding his idle sweard; 
Till liauing often by him stricken becne, 

He forced was to strike, and saue him selfe 
from tc'cne. 

Yet from thenceforth mor<j wanlv he fought, 

As one in fcare the Stygi.m gods t’oflend, 

Ne followd on so fast, but rather sought 
Him selfe to saue, and daungcr to defend. 
Then life and labour both in vaine to spend. 
Which Triamond pcrcciuing, weened sure 
He can to faint, toward tlic hittels end. 

And tliat he should not long on foote endure, 
A signe which did to him the victoric assure. 

33 

Wlicreof full blilh, efts<K)nes his mightie hand 
He hcav’don high, inmind with thatsame blow 
To make an end of all tliat did withstand: 
Which Cambell seeing come, was nothing slow 
Him selfe to saue from that so deadly throw : 
And at that instant reaching forth his sweard 
Closevndcrneath hisshicld , t liat scarce didshow. 
Stroke him, as he his kind to strike ypreard, 
In th’orm-pit full, that tlirough both sides the 
wound appeard. 


Yet still that direful! stroke kept on his way, 
And fallii^ heauie on Cambelloes crest, 
Strooke him so hugely, that in swowne he laj, 
And in bis head an hideous wound imprest 
And sure had it not happily found rest 
Vpon the brim of his brode plated shield, 
Itwouldhaueclefthisbrainedownetohisbrcst 
So both at once fell dead vpon the field, 
And each to other seemd the victone to yield. 


Wliich when as all the lookers on beheld, 
They weened sure the warre was at an end, 
Anci ludges rose, and Marslials of the field 
Broke vp the listes, their armes away to rend 
And Canacet gan wayle her dearest frend 
All suddenly they both vpstarted light, 
Theoneoutoftheswownd,whichhimdidbkn. 
The other breathing now another spright. 
And fiercely each assayling, gan afresh to ligt' 

36 

Long while they then continued in that wizf, 
As if but then the battell liad begonne : 
Strokes, wounds, wards, weapns, aJl tliev dn 
despise, 

Ne either car’d to ward, or perill shonne, 
Desirous both to haue the battell donne ; 

Ne either cared life to saue or spill. 

Ne which of them did winne, ne which wen 
wonne. 

So wcarie both of fighting had their fill. 
That life it selfe seemd loathsome, and Kr-; 
safetie ill. 

37 . 

Whilst thus the case in doubtfull ballantc h' ri; 
Vnsure to whether side it would incline, 

Andallmcnscycs and hearts, which ihereann . 

Stood gazing, filled were with rufull tine. 
And secret fearc, to see their fatall fine. 

All suddenly they heard a troublou.s nONt"' 
Tliat scernd some perilous tumult to 
ConfusdwithwomcnscriL*s,andshoutsofb'’'^'' 
Such as the troubled Theaters oftimes an' ' ' i" 


Thereat the Champions both stood still a q 
To weeten what that sudden clamour incnt 
I/O where they spyde wit hspeedie whirling I 
One in a charet of straunge fumiment. 
Towards them driuing like a storme o<it s«t) 
The charet decked was in wondrous wize, 
With gold and many a gorgeous oma^n^* 
After the Persian Monarks antique gui^* 
Such as the maker selfe could best by artdeoi^ 
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ind drawne it was (that wonder is to tell) 

XK two grim lyons, taken from the wood, 

In which their powre all others did excell ; 
Now made forget their former cruell mood, 
T'obey their riders best, as seemed ^ood. 

.Vnd therein sate a Ladie passing faire 
And bright, thatsecmedbomeof Angelsbrood, 
And with her beautie bounde did compare, 
Vhether of them in her should haue the greater 
share. 

40 . 

hereto she learned was in Magicke Icare, 

And all the artes, that subtill wits discouer, 
Hauing therein bene trained many a yeare. 
And well instructed by the Fay her mother, 
Ihat m the same she farre exceld all other. 
Who vnderstanding by her mightie art, 

Of th'euill plight, in which her dearest brother 
Now stood, came forth in hast to take his part, 
tnd panfie the strife, which causd so deadly 
smart. 

41 

ind as she passed through th’vnruly preace 
Of |)eople, thronging thicke her to behold, 

Her angrie teame breaking their bondsof peace, 
l»reat heapes of them, like sheepc in narrow 
fold, 

For ha.st did ouer-runne, in dust enrould, 

That thorough rude confusion of tlie rout, 
^)fne fcaringshnekt ,some being harmed hould, 
Lmght for sport, some did for wonder 
sliout, 

ind v)me that would sceme wise, their wonder 
t'Jrnd to dout. 


Z2<) 
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I 

^ peace shee bore, 
hout the which two Serpents weren wound, 
-ntravled mu^ly in louely lore, 

by the tailes together hrmcly bound, 
tx)ih were with one oliue garland crownd, 
I e to the rod which Matas sonne doth wield, 
'J‘‘erewahthe hellish fiendshe dothconfound 
^ «n her other hand a cup she hild, 

** was with Nepenthe to the bnm 

M’hid. 
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Sudi famous men, such worthies of the earth, 
As Joue will liaue aduauni'ed to the skie, 

And there made gods, ihougli Iwrne of morUll 
berth, 

For their high merits and great dignitie, 

Are wont, before tliey may to beauen flic, 

To drincke hereof, whereby all cures fori*past 
i^e washt away quite from their mcmorio. 

So did those oldc Her(X*s hert'of taste, 

IMore that they in blisse amongst the (.ods 
were plaste. 

45 

Much more of price and of more gratious j^ow rc 
Is this, then that same water of Ardennc, 

The which Rinalio drunck in happie howie, 
Describeni by lliat famous Tuscane i)enne . 
For tlkUhadmighttocliangethcheartsof men 
Fro louc to lute, a change of euill choise : 

But this doth hatred make in louc to brenne 
And heauv heart with comfort doth rcioyce 
Who would not to this verluc rather yeeld !ui 

voice ? . 

46 

At bust arriuing by the listis side, 

Shee with her rod did softly smite the raile, 
Which St raight flewoix*,and gauchcr way t or ide 
Eft5<x>n« out of her Coch she gan auaile, 

And pacing fairely forlli, did bid all haile, 
First to her brother, whom she loued deare. 
Tint so to st'e him made her heart to qiiaile 
And next to Cambell, wliose sad ruefull rfieari* 
Made her to change her hew, and hidden lone 
l’apf)eare. 


qicnthe IS a drinck of souerayne grace, 
by the Go^, for to asswage 
WhiH bitter gall away to chace, 

In anguish and contentious rage : 

It sweet peace and quiet age 

establish in the troubled mynd. 

Ai* ^ M sober are and sage, 
hit ^ thereof assynd ; 

« as dnnek, etemall happinesse do fynd. 


They lightly her requit (for small delight 
They had as then her long to entertaine,) 

. And eft than turned lx)th againe to fight , 

I Which whcnshesaw.downeonthebloudy pin me 
j IIcrselfeshcthrew,andtearc.sganshedamaine, 
i Amongst her tearcs immixing prayers meeke, 
I And with her j)rayers rcjisons to rcstraine 
I From blouddy SI rife.and blessed pcacctosecke, 
By all tliat vnto them wa.s dearc, did them 
bi'seeke. 

4^ 

But when asa II migh t nough t wi th them preuai le , 
Sheesmote them lightly with her powrefu II wan<l 

Then suddenly us if their hearts did faile, 
'Ilieir wrathfull blades downc fell out of tlieir 
hand, 

And they like men astonisht still did stand. 
Thus whilest their minds were doubtfully dis 
traught, 

And mighty spirites bound with mightier band, 
Her golden cup to them fordrinke she raughl. 
Whereof full gl^ for thirst, ech drunk an harty 
draught. 


! 
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Of which so soonc as they once tasted had, 
Wonder it is that sudden change to see : 
Instead of strokes, each other iSsscd glad. 
And louely haulst from feare of treason free, 
And plighted hands for euer friends to be. 
When all mensawthissudden change of things, 
So mortall foes so friendly to agree. 

For passing ioy, which so great maruaile 
brinn. 

They all gan shout aloud, thiit all the heauen 
rings. 

50 

All which, when gentle Canacee beheld, 

In hast she from her lofty cliaire descended, 
To weet what sudden tidings was befeld : 
Where when she saw that cruell war so ended, 
And deadly foes so faithfully affrended. 

In louely wise she gan that Lady greet, 
\^ich had so great dismay so well amended, 
And entertaining her with curt’sies meet, 
Profest to her true friendship and affection 
sweet. 

5^ 

Thus when they all accorded goodly were. 

The trumpets sounded, and they all arose, 
Thence todepart with glee and gladsome chere. 
Those warlike champions both together chose. 
Homeward to march, theraselucs there to 
repose. 

And wise Cambina taking by her side 
Faire Canacee^ as fresh as morning rose. 

Vnto her Coch remounting, home did ride. 
Admir’d of all the people, and much glorifide. 


Where making ioyous feast theire dales they 
spent 

In perfect loue, deuoide of liatefull strife, 
Allide with bands of mutuall couplement ; 

For Triamond had Camcee to wife, 

With whom he ledd a long and happic life ; 
And Cambel tooke Cambina to his fere, 

The which as life were each to other liefc. 

So all alike did loue, and loued were, 

ITiat since their days such louers were not found 
elswhere. 




Cant. nil. 

Satyr ane makes a Turneymeni 
For loue of FlorimeU : 

BrUomart winnes the prize from all. 
And Arte gall doth quell. 


1 

It often fals, (as here it earst befell) 

That mortall foes doe turne to faithful! frends 
Andfnends profest arechaungdtofoemen fell 
The cause ot both, of both theirmindsdepends 
And th’end of both likewise of both their ends 
For enmitie, that of no ill proceeds, 

But of occasion, with th’occasion ends; 
And friendship, which a faint affection breed 
Without regard of good, dyes like ill groundet 
seeds. 

2 

That well (me seemes) appeares, by that of lal 
Twixt Cambell and Sir Triamond befell, 

As eb by this, that now a new debate 
Stird vp twixt Scudamour and Paridell. 
The which by course befals me here to tell : 
Who hauing those two other Knights esphle 
Marching afore, as ye remember well, 

ScntforththcirSquiretohauethembothdc'Scnde 

And eke those masked Ladies riding then 
beside. 

3 

WTio backe returning, told as he had serne, 
That they were doughtie knights of dri'ade 
name ; 

And those two Ladies, their two loues vnscenf 
And therefore wish t them without blot or bLiw 
To let them passe at will, for dread of 
But Blandamour full of vainglorious 
And rather stird by his dbcordfull 
Vponthcmgladly would haueprov’dli^iniF 
But that he yet was sore of hb late lutklcs 
fight. 

4 

Yet nigh approching, he them fowle bc^^^ 
Disgracing them, him selfe thereby to grad 
As was his wont, so weening way to make 
To Ladies loue, where so he came in 
And with lewd termes their louers to detaa 
Whoeesharpeprouokement them incenst 
That both were bent t’auenge hb vsage » 

Andgan theirshicldsaddrcsse them scluesiU 

For euill deedcs may better then bad wor« 
bore. 
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But faire CamUna with petswasions myld, 

Did niitigatc the ficrcencssc of their modCi 
That for the present they were reconcyld, 

Vnd m to treate of deeds of armes abrode, 
Ivnd strange aduenturei, all the way they 

the which they told, as then befell, 
Of that great turney, which was blazed brode, 
For that rich girdle of faire FlortmtU, 
he prize of her, which did in beautic most 
excell. 

6 

0 which folke-mote they all with one consent, 
Sith each of them his Ladie had him by, 

Whose beautie each of them thought excellent, 
\greed to trauell, and their fortunes try. 

» as they passed forth, they did espy 
[)ne in bright armes, with ready speare in rest, 
rhat toward them his course seem’d to apply, 
:iainst whom Sir ParideU himseUc addrest. 


10 

That offer pleased all the company, 

So FlorimU with Ate forth was brought, 

At which they all gan laugh full merrily : 

But Braigadochio said, he neuer thought 
For such an Hag, that see med worse ihennouglit , 
His person to empenll so in hght. 

But if to match that Lady they had sought 
Another like, that were like faire ^d bright. 
His life he then would spend to iusiific his right 

II 

At which his vainc excuse they all gan smile, 
As scorning his vnmaiily coward izc : 

And Blorimcll him fowly gan reuile, 

Tliat for her sake refus’d to enterprize 
The battell, ofired in so knightly wizc. 

And Ale eke prouokt him pnuily. 

With loue of licr, and shame of such mesprize . 
But naught he car’d for friend or enemy, 

Forin base mind nor friendshipdwelinor enmity. 


im weening, ere he nigh approcht to haue 
represt. 

Which th’other seeing, gan his course relent, 
\iid vaunted speare eftsoones to disaduaunce, 
if he naught but peace and pleasure ment, 
Now falne into their fellowship by chance, 
Whereat they shewed curteous countcnaunce. 
^ as lie rode with them accompanide. 

His rouing eic did on the Lady glaunce. 

Which Bkttdamour had riding by his side 
Ahom sure he wcend, that he some wher tofore 
had eidc. 

8 

h wa.s to weete that snowy Florimell, 

^Nhuh Ferrau late from Braggadochio vonne, 
^^'hom he now seeing, her remembred well, 
How hauing reft her from the witches sonne, 
lie soone her lost : wherefore heiiow Ugunne 
To challenge her anew, as his owne prize, 
^Miom formerly he had in battell wonne, 
proffer made by force her to reprize, 
'’'Tirh scornefull offer, Blandamour gan soone 
flespize. 


12 

But CaMl thus did shut v|> all in icst, 

Braue Knights and Ladies, certes yc doe wrong 
To stirre vp strife, when most vs needeth rest, 
That we may vs rescruc both fresh and strong, 
Against the Turnciment which is not long. 
When who so list to fight, may fight his fill, 
Till then your challenges yc may prolong; 

And then it shall be tried, if yc will, 

Wliethcr shall haue the Hag, or hold the UcJy 
still. 

13 

They all agreed, so turning all to game, 

And pleasaunt U.rd, they past forlii on their 
way, 

And all that while.wheresothcyrodcorcame, 

lliat masked Mock-knight was their sport and 

Till tliat at length vpon th ’appointed day, 
Vnto the place of turneymmt they came ; 
Where they be fore them found in fre sh aray 

Manieabraueknight,andmanicadaintiedame 

Assembled, for to get the honour of that game 


said, Sir Knight, sith ye this Lady dame, 
'Vhe)m he that hath, were loth to lose so light, 
d'or so to lose a Lady, were great shame) 

I « shall her winne, as I haue done in fight: 

io shee shall be placed here in sight, 
Tether with this Hag beside her set, 

That who so winnes her, may her haue by 
^ht: 

^ ^th her alwaies ride, till he another get. 


There this faire crewe arriuing, did diuidc 
'Fhcm selucs asunder : Blandamour with th^ 
Of his, on th’one ; the rest on th’othcr side. 
But boastfull Braggadocchio rather chose. 

For glorie vaine their fellowship to lose, 

That men on him the more might gaze alone. 
The rest them sclues in troupcsdidelscdispose, 
Like as it seemed best to euery one ; 

The knights in couples marcht, with ladiei 
linckt attone. 
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Then first of all forth came Sir Salyrane, 
Bearing that precious relicke in an arke 
Of gold, that eyes might it not prophanc : 
Which drawing softly forth out of the darke, 
He Of)en shewd, that all men it mote marke. 
A gorgeous girdle, curiously embost 
With pearle and precious stone, worth many a 
marke ; 

Yet did the workmanship farrc passe the cost: 
It was the same, which lately Florimd had lost. 

i 6 

That same aloft he hong in oix*!! vew. 

To be the prize of beau tie and of might ; 

The which eftsoones disenuered, to it drew 
The eyes of all, allur’d with close delight. 
And hearts quite robbed with soglorioussight, 
Tliat all men threw out vowes an(l wishes vaine 
Thrise happie Ladie, and thrisc happte knight. 
Them seemd that could so goodly riches game, 
So worthie of the pcrill, worthy of the painc. 


Then tooke the bold Sir Satyrane in hand 
An huge great spearc,suchashc wont towield, 
And vauncing forth from all the other band 
Of knights, addrest his maiden headed siiield. 
Shewing him selfc all ready for the field. 

G lin^t whom there singled from the other side 
A I’ainirn knight, that well in armes was skild. 
And had in many a Kittell oft l)ene tride, 

I light Bntncheual the bold, who ftersly forth did 
ride. 

iS 

furiously they both together met. 

That neither could the others force sustaine ; 
As two fierce Buis, that stnue the rule to get 
Of all the heard, mccte with so hideous muine, 
Tliat both rebutted, tumble on the plaine : 

So these two champions to the ground were fold. 
Where in a maze they both did long remame. 
And in their hands their idle troncheons held. 
Wliich neither able were to wag, or ona* to weld. 

ro 

Whii h when the noble berranurU, espide. 

He j)rirked forth in ayd of SuFran . 

And him against Sir BLindamoiir did ride 
With all the strength and stifncsse that he can. 
But the more strong and stifiely that he ran. 
So much more sorely to the ground he fell. 
That on an heape were tumbled horseand man. 
Vnto whose rescue forth rode Pandell ; 

But him likewise with that same speare he eke 
did quell. 
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Which Braggadocchio seeing, had no will 
To hasten greatly to his parties ayd, 

Albee his turne were next; butstood there still 
As one that seemed doubtfull or dismayd 
But Triamond halfe wroth to see him stiuij, 
Sternly slept for th, and raughtaway his sfieart- 
With which so sore he Ferramont assaifl, 
That horse and man to ground he quite d’ 
bcare. 

That neither could in hast themselues ag.ur.c 
vpreare. 

'■ 21 

Which to auenge, Sir Deuon him did dight. 
But \\ith no better fortune then the rest. 
For him likewise he quickly downe did smijjh' 
And after him Sir Douglas him addrest, 
And after him Sir Paltumord forth nrcsi, 
But none of them against his strokes coi;li 
stand, 

But all the more, the more his praise increv; 
For either tln'v were li ft vp|)Oii the land, 

Or vventaway sore wounded of his haplcssc han J 

22 

And now by this, Sir Salyrane abraid. 

Out of the swowne, in which too long he lav 
.And looking round about, like one dismaid. 
\\ hen as he saw the mercilcs.se affray. 
Which doughty Trtajnond had wrought tla' 
day, 

Vnto the noble Knights of Maidenhead. 

His mighty heart did almost rend in 
For very gall, tLit rather wholly dead 
Himsi'lfe he wisht hauc beenc, then in so ba<i i 
stead. 

23 

Eftsoones he gan to gather vp around 
His wcajx)ns, which lay scattered all abrod'\ 
And as it fell, his steed he ready found. 

On whom remounting, fiercely forth he rnu''. 
lake sparke of fire that from the anduile glo'.o, 
There where he saw the valiant Triamond 
Fhasing, and laying on them heauy lode 
That none his force were able to withstoiid, 
So dreadfull were his strokes, so deadly vs as 
bond. 

With that at him his beamlike speare he aimH 
And thereto all his power and might apj h 
The wicked stcele for mischiefe first onlaino- 
And hauing now misfortune got for guide, 
Staid not, till it arriued in his side. 

And therein made a very griesly wound. 
That streames of bloud his armour all bod 
Much was he daunted with that dircfull stounc. 
That scarse he him vpheld from falling >n ^ 
sound. 
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Vet as he might, himsclfe he soft withdrew 
Out of ic held, that none perceiu'd it plaine, 
Tlien gan the part of Chalengers anew 
To range the held, and victorlike to raine, 
ThatnoneagainsttherabattclldLirstmaintainc. 
By that the gloomy euening on them fell. 
Ttiat forced them from fighting to refraine, 
And trumpets sound tocease did them compell, 
So Salyrane that day was ludg’d to beare the 
bell. 

26 

Hie morrow next the Turney gan anew, 

And with the first the hardv Salyrane 
Ap()ear'd in place, with all his noble crew. 

On th'othcr side, full many a warlike swaine, 
Assembled were, that glorious prize to gainc. 
But mongst them all, was not nir Trianumd, 
Vnable he new battell to darraine, 
lliroughgricuaunceof his late rccciiicd wound, 
Tlul doubly did him grieue, when so himselfc 
he founu. 

27 

Whii liCamWy seeing, thoughhonnildnotsaluc. 
No done vndoe, yet for to salue his name, 
And purchase honour in liis friends behalue, 
Tins goodly counterfesaunce he did frame. 
The shield and armes well knowne to be the 
same, 

Which Triamond had worne, vnwares to wight, 
And to his friend vnwist, for doubt of blame, 
II he inibdid, he on himsclfe did dight, 

Tlut none could him discernc, and so went 
forth to fight. 

28 

Tlicre Salyrane Lord of the field he found, 
Tnurnphing in great ioy and iolity; 

Lainst whom noneablc was to stand on ground ; 
rhat much he gan his glorie to enuy, 

And cast t'auenge his friends indignity 
A niightie speare eftsooncs at him he bent ; 
seeing him come on so furiously, 
him mid-way with eqiiall hardiment, 
kilt forcibly toground they Ijoth together went. 

‘ vp againe them selucs can lightly reare, 
A^nd to their tryed swords them sedues betake ; 
»‘lh which they wrought such wondrous 
maruels there, 

lit all the rest it did amazed make, 

> e any dar’d their pcrill to partake ; 

‘ cuffling close, now cliacing to and fro, 

* hurijing round aduantage for to take ; 
^ two wild Boares together graph' ng go, 
'-^lifirig and foming choler each against his fo. 


So as they courst, and tumeyd here and theare, 
It chaunst Sir Salyrane his steed at List, 
Whether through toundring or through sodein 
feare 

To stumble, that his rider nigh he cast; 
Which vauntage Cafnbell did pursue so fast, 
Tliat ere him selfe he had rcroucrcd well, 
vSo sore he sowst him on the com|)ast rreast, 
That forced liim to leaue his loftic sell, 

And rudely tumbling downe vnder his horse 
fcele fell. 
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Lightly Cambello leapt downe from his steed, 
For to haue rent his shield and armes away, 
That whylome wont to l)c the victors meed ; 
When all vnwares he felt an hideous sway 
Of many swords, that lode on him did lay. 
An hundred knights had him enclosed round, 
To rescue Salyrane out of his pray ; 

All which at once huge strokes on him did 
pound. 

In hoj)c to take him prisoner, where he stood on 
ground. 

He with their multitude was nought dismayd. 
But with stout courage turnd vpon them all, 
And with his brondiron round about him layd; 
Of which he dealt large almes, as did befall ; 
Like as a Lion thiit by rhaunce doth fall 
Into the hunters toile, doth ngc and rore, 

In royall heart dis<laining to be thrall. 

But all in vainc: for what might one do more? 
They haue him t.iken captme, though it grieue 
him sore. 

83 

Whereof when newes to Triamond was brought. 
There as he lay, his wound he sexme forgot, 
And star ti ng vp, s t rcigh t for his armou r sough t ; 
In vaine he sought; for there he found it not; 
Cartibello it away before had got : 

CambtUoes armes therefore he on him threw, 
And lightly Isscwd forth to take his lot. 
There he in trou|)e found all that warlike crew, 
Leading his friend away, full soric to his vew. 

34 

Into the thickest of lliat knightly pre.isse 
He thrust, and smote downe all that was 
belwcenc, 

Caried with feruent lealc, ne did he ceasse, 
Till that he came, where he had Cambell scene. 
Like captive thral two other Knights atweene, 
'Ilicre he amongst them cruell hauocke makes, 
Tliatthey which leadhim,sooneenforccdbcenc 

To let him loose, to saue their proper stakes, 
Who being freed, from one a weapon fiercely 
takes. 
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With that hedriuesat ^mwithdreadfiillmight, 
Both in remembrance of his friends late harme, 
And in reuengement of his owne despight, 

So both togetner giue a new allarme, 

As if but now the batteli wexed warme. 

As whentwoCTeedy Woluesdoebreake by force 
Into an heard, farre from the husband farme, 


They 
So did 


spoile 

these 


enforce. 


►ile and rauine without all remorse, 
two through all the held their foes 
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Fiercely they followd on their bolde emprize, 
Till trumpets sound did warne them all to rest; 
Then all with one consent did yeeld the prize 
To Trtamond and Cambell as the best. 

But Trtamond to Cambell it relest. 

And Cambell it to Triamond transferd; 

Each labouring t’aduance the others gest, 
And make his praise before his owne preferd : 
So, that the doome was to another day differd 


The last day came, whenall those knightes againe 
Assembled were their deedes of annes to shew. 
Full many deedes that day were shewed plaine: 
But Satyrane boue all the other crew, 

His wondrous worth declared in all mens view. 
For from the first he to the last endured, 
And though some while Fortune from him 
withdrew, 

Yet euermore his honour he reaircd, 

And with vnwearied powre his jxirty stillassured. 

38 

Newas there Knight that euer thought of armes, 
But that his vtmost prowesse there made 
knowen, [hannes, 

That by their many wounds, and carclcssc 
By ^iuered speares, and swords all vnder 
strowen, 

By scattered shields was easic to be showen 
There might yesee loose steeds at random ronne, 
Whose luckelessc riders late wereouerthrowen ; 
And squiers make hast to helj^e their Lords 
fordonne, 

But still the Knights of Maidenhead the better 
wonne. 

39 

Till that there entred on the other side, [reed, 
A straunger knight, from whence no man could 
In quyent disguise, full hard to be dcscride. 
For all his armour was like saluage weed, 
With woody mossc bedight, and all his steed 
With oaken Icaues attrapt, that seemed fit 
For saluage wight, and thereto well agreed 
His word, which on his ragg^ shield was writ, 
Salua^isu sans finesse, shewing secret wit. 


He at his first incomming, charg’d his spere 
At him, that first appeared in ms sight : 
That was to weet, the stout Sir Sangliere, 
Who well was knowen to be a valiant Knight, 
Approued oft in many a pcrlous fight. 

Him at the first encounter downe he smote, 
And ouerbore beyond his crouper quight, 
And after him another Knight, that hote 
Sir Brtanor, so sore, that none him life behote 

Then ere his hand he reard, he ouerthrew 
Seurn Knights one after other as they came- 
And when his speare was brust, his sword be 
drew, 

The instrument of wrath, and with the sanx 
Far’d like a lyon in his bloodie game. 
Hewing, ana slashing shields, and helmets 
bright, 

And beating downe, what euer nigh liim came, 
That euerv one gan shun his dreadfull sight, 
No les^ then death it selfe, in daungerous 
affright. 

M uch wondred all men , what, or whence he ranx , 
That did amongst the troupes so tyrannize , 
And each of other gan inquire his name 
But when they could not learne it by no wire, 
Most answerable to his wyld disguize 
It seemed, him to terme the saluage kniplit 
But certes his right name was other^vizc. 
Though knowne to few, thati4r/Ae^<2//he hipht. 
The doughtiest knight that liv’d that day, and 
most of might. 
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Thus was Sir Satyrane with all his band 
By his ‘K)le manhood and atchicuement stout 
Dismay d , that none of them in field du rst s . 

But b^ten were, and chased all about. 

So he continued all that day throughout, 
Tillcucning.thattheSunnegandown\vardl)Cpd 
Then rushed forth out of the thickest rout 
A stranger knight, that did his gloric shind : 
So nought may be esteemed happic till the cn<’ 

44 

He at his entrance charg’d his pow refull sj'cari 
At Arle^all, in middest of his pryde, 

And therewith smote him on his Vmbnerc 
So sore, that tombling backe, he downe did 
slyde 

Ouer his horses taile aboue a stryde ; 
Whence litle lust he had to rise againe 
Which Camielf seeing, much the same enuyde. 
And ran at him with all his might and maine , 
But shortly was likewise scene lying on tb< 
plaine. 



Qani. nil. 


FAERIE QVEENE. 


*35 


\Vbereat full inly wroth was Triamondt 
ArKlcastt’auer^ttMsharnedoen tohisfreend ; 
But by his Irieivd himselfe eke soone he fond, 
In DO lesse neede of helpe, then him he weend 
All which when Blandamour from end to end 
Beheld, he woxe therewith displeased sore, 
And thought in mind it shortly to amend : 
Ills speare he feutred, and at nim it bore ; 
But with no better fortune, then the rest afore. 

46 

Full many others at him likewise ran : 

But all of them likewise dismounted were, 

Nc certcs wonder ; for no powrc of man 
Could bide the force of that enchaunted speare, 
The which this famous Briiomart did bearc ; 
With which she wondrous deeds of arms 
atchieued, 

And oucrthrew, what euer came her neare. 
That all those stranger knights full sore 
agrieued, 

And lhatlate weakerband of chalengers relieued. 


Like as in sommers day when raging heat 
Doth bume the earth, and boyled riuers drie, 
That all brute beasts forst to refrainc fro meat, 
Doe hunt for shade, where shrowded they may 
lie, 

And missing it, faine from themselues to flic; 
All trauellers tormented are with paine : 

A watry cloud doth ouercast the skie, 

And Doureth forth a sudden shoure of rainc, 
That all the wretched world recomforteth agaiiic. 

48 

So did the warlike Britomart restore 
The prize, to knights of Maydenhead that day, 
W hich else was like to haue bene lost, and bore 
pray% of prowesse from them all away. 
Then shrilling trorapets loudly gan to bray. 
And bad them leaue their labours and loi^ toylc, 
To loyous fetttt and other gentle play, 

’Vhere beauties prize shola win tnat prctious 
*f)oyle: 

'Hicre I with sound of trompe will also rest a 
whyle 




Cant, V, 

The Ladtes for the gtrdie striue 
of famous Florimell : 

Scudamour commtng to Cares house, 
doth sleepe from him expell. 

1 

It hath ^ne through all ages euer scene, 

That with the praise of armes and cheualrie, 
The prize of beautic still hath ioyned becne ; 
And for reasons speciall priuitic : 

For cither doth on other much relic. 

For he me seemes most fit the fairc to serue, 
That can her best defend from villenic ; 

And she most fit his seruice doth deserue. 
That fairest is and from her faith will ncurr 
swerue. 

2 

So fitly now here commeth next in place. 
After the proofe of prowesse ended well, 
The controuersc of b^utics soucraine grace 
In which to her that doth the most excell, 
Shall fall the girdle of faire Florimell ; 

That many wish to win for glorie vaine. 

And not for vertuous vse, which some doe 
tell 

Tliat glorious belt did in it sclfc conlainc, 
Wliich Ladles ought to louc, and seckc for to 
obtainc. 

3 

That girdle gaue the vertue of chast loue, 

And wiuchood true, to all that did it 
beare; 

But whosoeuer contrarie doth prouc. 

Might not the same about her middle weare, 
But it would loose, or else a sunder teare. 
Whilome it was (as Faeries wont reixirt) 
Dame Venus girdle, by her stcemed dearc, 
What time she vsd to Hue in wiuely sort ; 

But layd aside, when so she vsd her looser sport. 

4 

Her husband VuUan whylome for her sake, 
When first he loued her with heart entire, 
This pretious ornament they say did make, 
And wrought in Lemno with vnquenched fire; 
And ^terwards did for her louw first hire, 
Giue it to her, for euer to rtmainc. 

Therewith to bind lasciuious desire, 

And loose affections strcightly to restraioe; 
Which vertue it for euer after did retaiat. 
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The same one day, when she her selfe disposd 
To visite her beloued Paramoure, 

The God of warre, she from her middle loosd, 
And left behind her in her secret bowre, 

On Acidalian mount, where many an howre 
She with the pleasant Graces wont to play. 
There Florimell in her first ages flowre 
Was fostered by those Graces, (as they say) 
And brought with her from thence that goodly 
belt away. ^ 

That goodly belt was Cestus bight by name, 
And as her life by her esteemed deare. 

No wonder then, if that to winne the Siune 
So many Ladies sought, as shall appeare ; 
Forpcarclessc she was though t , that did it bcare. 
Ana now by this their feast all being ended, 
The iudges which thereto selected were. 

Into the Martian field adowne descended, 

To deeme this doutfull case, for which they all 
contended. ^ 

But first was question made, which of those 
Knights 

That lately turneyd, had the wager wonne : 
TTiere was it iudged by those worthie wights, 
That Saiyrane the first day best had donne : 
For he lait ended, hauing first begonne. 

Tlie second was to Triamond behight, 

For that he sau’d the victour from fordonne : 
For Cambell victour was in all mens sight, 
Till by mishap he in his foemens hand did light. 

8 

TliethirddayesprizcvntothatstraungerKnight, 
Whom all men term’d Knight of the Ilcbcne 
speare, 

To Brilomart was giiien by good right ; 

For that with puissant stroke she downe did 
beare 

The.SaiMageKnight,that victour was whileare. 
And all the rest, which liad the best afore, 
And to the last vneonquer’d did apjware ; 
For last b deemed best. To her therefore 
Tlic fayrest Ladie was adiudgd for Paramore. 

, 9 

But thereat greatly grudged Arlhegall, 

And much repyna, that both of victors meede, 
And eke of honour she did him forestall. 

Yet motche notwithstand, what was decreede; 
But inly thought of that despightfull deede 
Fit time t’awaite auenged for to bee. 

This being ended thus, and all agreed, 

Then next ensew’d the Paragon to see 
Of beauties praise, and yeeld the fayrest her due 
fee. 


10 

Then firet Cambello brought vnto their view 
His faire Cambina, couered with a veale ; 

Which beingoncewithdrawne,mo8tperfett hew 

And passing beautie did eftsoones reueale, 
That able was weake harts away to steale 
Next did Sir Triamond vnto their sight 
The face of his deare Canacee vnheale; 
Whose beauties beame eftsoones did shine so 
bright, 

That daz’d the eyes of all, as with exceeding 
light. 

11 

And after her did Paridell produce 
His fal^ Duessa, that she might be scene, 
Who with her forged beautie did seduce 
The hearts of some, that fairest her did wccric; 
As diuerse wits affected diuers bcene. 

Then did Sir Ferramont vnto them shew 
His Lucida, that was full faire and sheenc, 
And after these an hundred Ladies nioe 
Appear’d in place, the which each other did 
outgoe. 

12 

All which who so dare tlunke for to encharc, 
Him needeth sure a golden pen I wceiie, 

To tell the feature of each goodly face 
For since the day that they created betne. 
So many heauenly faces were not seene 
Assembled m one place : ne he that thoufjht 
For Chian folke to pourtraict beauties Quc( 

By view of all the fairest to him brought, 

So many faire did see, as here he might hane 
sought. 

n 

At last the most redoubted Brilonessr, 

Her loucly Amoret did oixmi shew ; 

Whose face discouered, plainely did exprev,^' 
The heauenly pourtraict of bright Angels hew 
Well weened all, which her that time did vew. 
That she should surely beare the bell awav. 
Till Blandamour, who thought he had the tr» w 
And very Florimell, did her display : 

The sight of whom once seene did all tlie 
dismay. 

14 

For all afore that seemed fayre and briglif. 
Now base and contemptible did appeare, 
Compar’d to her, that shone as Phebes lighh 
Amongst the lesser starres in euening deare 
All that her saw with wonder rauisht weare, 
And weend no mortall creature she should Ixy. 
But somecelestiall shape, that flesh did beare 
Yet all were glad there Florimell to see ; 

Yet thought that Florimell was not so faire as 
shec. 
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As cruilcfull Goldsmith that by secret skill, 

With golden foyle doth finely ouer spred 
Some baser metall, which commend he will 

Vnto the vulgar for good gold insted, 

He nmchmoregoodly glosse tliereondoth slied. 

To hide his falshood, then if it were trew : 

So liard, this Idole was tc be ared, 

'Hut Flonmell her selfe in all mens vew 
Slw seem’d to passe ; so forged things do fairest 
shew. 

16 

Tiien was that golden belt by doome of all 
( Iraunted to her, as to the fayrest Dame. 
Which being brought, about her middle small 
I'hcy thought to gird, as best it her became ; 
Hut by no meanes they could it thereto 
frame. ^ 

For cucr as they fastned it, it loos d 
Ami fell away, as feeling secret blame. 

Full oft about her wast she it enclosUi ; 

And It as oft was from about her wast disclos'd. 


ao 

Yet nathemore would it her bodie fit ; 

Yet nathelesse to her, as her dew right, 

It yeelded was by them, that iudged it : 

And she her selfe adiudged to the Knight, 
That borelhe Ilebcne speare, as wonne in fight. 
But Bniomart would not thereto assent, 

Ne her owne Amoret forgoc so light 
For that strange Dame, whose beauties won- 
derment 

She Icsse esteem’d, then th’othcrs virtuous 
gouernment. 

Wliom when the rest did sec her to refuse, 
They were full gbd, in hope themselut's to get 
her : 

Yet at her choice they all did greatly muse. 
But after that the ludges did arret her 
Vnto the second best, that lou’d her better; 
Tliat waslhe Salua^r Knight; but he was gone 
In great displeasure, that he could not get her. 
Then was sne iudged Triattwnd his one; 

But Tnamond lou’o Canacfty and other none. 


'lUit all men wondred at the vneouth sight, 
And each one thought, as totheirfanciesc^e. 
Hut she her selfe did thinkc it doen for spight, 
And touched was with secret wrath and sliamc ' 
Therewith, as thing deuiz’d her to defame. 
Tlicn iiuiny other Ladies likewise tride, 

Abiut their tender loynes to knit the same; 
Hut It would not on none of them abide. 

But when they thought it fast, eftsoones it was 
vntide. 

Wiifh when that scornefull Sqmrf of Dames did 
\ew. 

lie lowdly gan to laugh, and thus to lest ; 
Alls for pittie that so fairc a crew. 

A*- like can not be scene from East to West, 
<hnn<)t find one this girdle to inuest. 
lie on the man, that did it first inuent, 

I'o shame vs all with this, Vn^irt vnbkst. 

Ut neuer Ladie to his loue assent, 

That hath this day so many so vnmanly shent. 

19 

Tliereatall Knights gan laugh, and Ladies lowrc : 
Till that at last the gentle Amoret 
Likewise assayd, to prouc that girdles powre; 
And hauing it about her middle set, 

BrI find it fit, withouten breach or let. 
''Vhereat the rest gan greatly to enuie ; 

Florimell cxc^ingly did fret, 

,^nd snatchii^ from her hand halfc angnly 
Tile belt againe, about her bodie gan it tie. 


22 

Tho vnto Salyran she was adiudged, 

Who was right glad to gaine so goodly nu'cd ; 
But Bkndamour thereat full greatly grudged. 
And litlc prays’d his labours euill speed, 

That for to winne the saddle, lost tnc stud. 
Ne lessc thereat did ParideU complaints 
And thought t’apfx*alc from that, whidi was 
decreed, 

To single combat with Sir Satyrane. 
Tlicrctohim Ate stird, new discord tomaintaine. 

23 

And eke with these, full many other Knights 
She through her icked working did incenw, 
Her to demaund, and chalcngc as their rights, 
Deserued for their wrils recompense. 
Amongst the rest with boaslfull vainc pretense 
vStept Brag^adochio forth, and as his thrall 
Her claym’d , by him in bat tell wonne long sens : 
^^creto her selfe he did to witnesse call , 
Who being .askt, accordingly confessed all. 

24 

Thereat exceeding wroth was Saiyran ; 

And wroth with Salyran was Bkndanwur ; 
And wroth with Bkndamour was Ertuan ; 
And at them both Sir Partdell did loure. 

So all together stird vp strifull stoure. 

And readie were new battell to darraine. 
Each one protest to be her paramrmre, 

And vow’d with speare and shield it to mam* 

taine; , 

Ne Judges powre, ne reasons rule mote tDein 
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Which troublous stirre when Satyram auiz’d, 
He can to cast how to app^ the same, 

Ancl to accord them all, tkis raeanes dcuiz’d : 
First in the midst to set that fayrest Dame, 
To whom each one his chalenge should disclame. 
And he himselfe his right would eke releassc : 
Then lookc to whom she voluntarie came, 

He should without disturbance her possesse : 
Sweete is the loue that comes alone with will- 
ingnesse. 

26 

They all agreed, and then that snowy Mayd 
Was in the middest plast among them all ; 

All on her gazing wisht, and vowd, and prayd, 
And to the Queene of beautie close did call, 
That she vnto their portion might befall. 

Then when she long nad lookt vjxin each one, 
As though she wished to haue pleasd them all, 
At last to Dra^^adochio selfe alone 
She came of her accord, in spight of all his fone. 

27 

Which when they all beheld they clviftand rag’d , 
And woxc nigh mad for very harts despight, 
That from reuenge their willcs they scarsc 
asswag’d : 

Some thought from him her to haue reft by 
might; 

Some proffer made with him for her to fight. 
But he nought car'd for all tliat they could say: 
For he their words as wind esteemed liglit. 

Yet not fit place he thought it there to stay, 
But secretly from thence that night her bore 
away. 

28 

They which remay n d , so soo ne as they perce i u’d , 
That she wasgonc, departed thence with speed, 
And follow’d them, in mind her to haue reau’d 
From wight vnworthie of so noble meed. 

In which poursuit how each one did succcedc, 
Shall else be told in order, as it fell. 

But now of Briiomart it here doth neede, 

'Fhe hard aduentures and strange haps to tell ; 
Since with the rest she went not after Florimell 

29 

For soone as she them saw to discord set, 

Her list no longer in that place abide; 

But taking wim her louely Amoret, 

Vpon her first aduenture forth did ride, 
Toseekeher lou’d,makingblindloueherguide. 
Vnluckie Mayd to secke her cncmie, 

Vnluckie Mayd to secke him farre and wide. 
Whom, when he was vnto her selfe most nie. 
She through hb late disg^iizement could him 
not deKuie. 


30 

Somuchthemorehergriefc,themorehcrtoyle: 

Yet neither toyle nor piefe she once did spare, 
In seeking him, that ^uld her paine assoylc , 
Whereto great comfort in her sad misfare 
Was Amoret, companion of her care : 

Who likewise sought her louer long miswent, 
The gentle Scudamour, whose hart whilcare 
That stryfull hag with gealous discontent 
Had fild, that he to tell reueng was fully bent 


Bent to reuenge on blamelesse Briiomart 
I’he crime, which cursed Ale kindled earst, 
The which likethomesdidpricke liis gealous he:. 
And tliroughhissoule like poysnedarrow |x.tsf. 
I'liat by no reason it might be reuerst, 

P'or ought that Glauce could or doe or say. 

For aye the more that she tlie same rcherst, 
Themorciigauld,andgrieu’dhim nightand diy, 
That nought but dire reuenge his anger mote 
defray. 

So as they trauellcd, Uic drouping night 
Couered with cloudie stormeand bitter sbowre, 
That dreadfull seem’d to cuery liuing wight, 
Vj)on them fell, before her timely howre ; 
That forced them to secke some coueri bowTi. 
Where they might hide their heads i n quiet , 

And shrowd their persons from that stornn. 
stowre. 

Not farre away, not meete for any guest 
They spide a little cottage, like some potre 
mans nest. 


. 33 . 

Vnder a stcepe hillcs side it placed was. 
There where the moulurca earth liad c.-' ^ 
the bankc ; 

And fast beside a little brooke did pas 
Of muddie water, that like puddle stankc. 
By which few crooked sallowcs grew in m’/m 
VVhereto approachingnigh,th( yhcardthc^o-iii 
Of many yron hammers beating rankc, 

And answering their wcaric tumes around. 
ITiat seemed some blacbmith dwelt m ih-^- 
desert ground. ^ 

There cntrmg in, they found the goodnian s, 'h 
Full busily vnto his worke ybent ; 

Who was to weet a wretched wearish clfe. 

With hollow ejres and rawbonecheekes fors] nt 

As if he had in prison bng bene pent : 

Full blacke and griesly did his face appcarc, 
Besmeard with smoke that nigh his cye-sigh! 
blent; 

With rugged beard, and hoarie shagged hrarc 
The whioT he neuer wont to combe, or cornel' 
sheare. 
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Rude was his eannent, and to rags all rent, 
Nc better had he, nc for better cared : 

With blistred hands emongst the cinders brent, 
And filers filthie, with long nayles vnpared, 
Right fit to rend the food, on which he fared. 
Hi$ name was Care; a blacksmith by his trade, 
That neither day nor mght from working spared , 
But to small purpose yron wedges made • 
Those be vnquiet thou^ts, that carefull minds 
inuade, , 

In which his worke he had sixe seruants prest 
About the And vile standing euermore, 

WiUi huge great hammers, that did neuer rest 
From heaping stroakes, which thereon soused 
sore : 

AlUixcstrong groomes,but one then other more ; 
For by degrees they all were di^reed ; 

So likewise did the hammers whidi they bore 
Like belles in greatnesse orderly succeed, 

That he which was the last, the first did farre 
txcecdc. 

MM 37 

He like a monstrous Gyant seem’d in sight, 

Hrre p^ing BronteuSf or Pyraanon great. 
The which in Upon doe day and night 
Frame thunderbolts for loues auengefull 
threatc. 

So dreadfully he did the anduile beat, 
piat sct'm’dto dust he shortly would it driue : 
So huge his hammer and so fierce his heat, 
lliat seem'd a rocke of Diamond it could riuc, 
And rend a sunder quite, if he thereto list striuc. 

S' 38 ^ 

there cnlring, much admired 
the manner of their worke and wearie [xiinc ; 
W] hailing long beheld, at last enquired 
Hic cause and end thereof: but all in vaine ; 
for they for nought would from their worke 
reframc, 

let his speeches come vnto their eare. 

Arid eke the breathfull Mlowes blew amainc, 
to the Northren winde, that none could 
^ . [M\om weare 

Pmijenesse did moue ; and Si^hes the 

^^lichwhp thatwarriour saw, he said nomore, 
ut in his armour layd him downc to rest : 
^tyd him downe vpon the flore, 

\ y^eforventrousKnightsthebeddingbe 
od thought his wearie limbs to haue r«lre 
H / u faithfull Squi 

^ feeble ioynts lavd eke a downc to rest ; 
oat n^ed much ner weakc age to desire, 
so long a trauell, which them both did tL 


There lay Sir Scudatnour long while expecting, 
When gentle sleepe his lieauie eyes would close ; 
Oftchaungingsiae$,aiid oft new placeelei’Uiig, 
Where better seem’d he mote himselfc repose; 
And oft in wrath he thence againe vprosc; 
And oft in wrath he l\yd him downc againe. 
But wheresoeuer he did himselfc disjxKc, 

He by no meancs could wished ease obtaine : 
bo euery place seem'd piiincfull, and ech chang- 
ing vainc. 

41 

And euermore, when he to slccj^ did thinke, 
The hammers sound his senses did molest ; 
And euermore, when he began to winke, 

The bellowes noyse disturb’d his quiet rest, 
Ne sufired sleepe to settle in his brest. 

And all tlic night the dogs did barke and howlc 
About the house, at sent of stranger guest ; 
And now the crowing Cocke, and now the Owlc 
Lowdc slinking him afllictcd to the very sowle 

42 

And if bv fortune any litle nap 
V|X)n his heauie eye- lids chaunst to fall, 
Lftsooncs one of those villeins him did rap 
V’lxin his headpecce with hb yron mall ; 

That he was soonc awaked therewithal!, 

And lightly started vp as one aflrayd; 

Or as if one him suddenly did rail. 

So oftentimes he out of sleepe abrayd, 

And then lay musing long, on tliat him ill apayd. 


.So long he mura'd, and so long he lay, 

Tliut at the last his wearie sprite opprest 
With fleshly weakn(*ssc,whun no creature may 
Long time resist, gaue [ilace to kindly rest. 
That all hb senses did full soone arrest : 

Yet in his soundest sleeix*, his dayly fcarc 
Hb ydlc braine gan busily molest, 

And made him dreame those two disloyall 
were ; 

The things that day most minds, at night doe 
most appearc. 

44 

With that, the wicked carle the mabter Smith 
A paire of redwhot yron tongs did take 
Out of the burning cinders, and therewith 
Vnder hb side him nipt, that forst to wake, 
He felt his hart for very painc to quake, 

And started vp auenged for to be 
On him, the which hb quiet sIoml)cr brake : 
Yet looking round about him none could see ; 
Yet did the smart remaine, though he himselfc 
did flee. 
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In such disquiet, and Wtfrctting paync, 

He all that night, that too long nignt did passe. 
And now the day out of the Ocean mayne 
B^n to peepe aboue this earthly masse. 
With pearly dew sprinkling the morning 
grasse: 

Then vp he rose like heauie lumpe of lead. 
That in his face, as in a looking glasse, 

The signes of anguish one mote plainely read, 
And ghesse the man to be dismaya with gealous 
dread. 

46 

Vnto his lofty steede he clombe anone, 

And forth ypon his former voiage fared, 

And with him eke that aged Squire attone ; 
Who whatsoeuer pcrill was prepared, 

Both eauall paines and equall perill shared ; 
The ena whereof and daungerous euent 
Shall for another canticle be spared. 

But here my wearic teeme nigh ouer spent 
Shall breath it selfe awhile, after so long a went. 

Can/. VI. 

CXOC/XOCOOOCOO.V'XOC'X'XCCOCO 
Both Scudamour and Arthe^aU 
Doe fight with Bnlomart, 
lie sees her face ; doth fall in hue, 
and soone from her depart. 

I 

What equall torment to the griefe of mind, 
And pyning an^ish hid in gentle hart, 

That inly feeds it selfe with thoughts vnkind, 
And nourisheth her owne consuming smart ? 
What medicine can any Leaches art 
Yeeldsuch a sore, that doth her grieuance hide, 
And will to none her maladie impart ? 

Such was the wound that Scudamour did gride; 
For which Dan Phebus selfe cannot a salue 
prouide. 

a 

Who hauing left that rcstlessc house of Care, 
The next day, as he on his way did ride, 

Full of mckincholie and sad misfare. 

Through misconccipt; all vnawares espide 
An smned Knight vnder a forrest side, 

Sitting in shade beside his grazing ste^e ; 
Who soone as them approaching he descridc, 
Gan towards them to pricke with eger speede, 
That seem’d he was full bent to some mis- 
chieuous deede. 


Which Scudamour perceiuing, forth issewed 
To haue rencountred him in equall race ; 

But soone as th’other nigh approaching, vewed 
The armes he bore, his speare he gan aba^, 
And voide his course : at which so suddain case 
He wondred much. But th’other thus can say ; 
Ah gentle Scudamour, vnto your grace 
I me submit, and you of pardon pray, 
Thatalmost had against youtrespas^thisday 

4 

Whereto thus Scudamour, Small harme it wert 
For any knight, vpon a ventrous knight 
Without displeasance for to proue his spere. 
But reade you Sir,sith ye my name haue hight, 
What is your owne, that I mote you reqiHte, 
Certes (sayd he) ye mote as now excuse 
Me from discouering you my name aright : 
For time yet serues that I the same refuse, 
But call ye me the Saluage Knight, as others vse 

5 

Then this. Sir Saluage Knight (quoth he) aret de, 
Or doe you here within this forrest wonne, 
That seemeth well to answere to your weede' 
Or haue yc it for some occasion aonne } 

That rather secnies, sith knowen armes 
shonne. 

This other day (sayd he) a stranger knight 
Shame and dishonour hath vnto me donne ; 
On whom I waite to wreake that fouledcspight 
When cuer he this way shall posse by day (’ 
night. g 

Sliiunc k' his mcede (quoth he) that mcancil 
shame. 

But what is he, by whom ye shamed were } 
Astranger knight, sayd he,vnknowncby name 
But knowneby fame,and by an Hebencsjx^.uc 
With whichhe all thatmet him, downedidbearc 
He in an open Turney lately held. 

Fro me the honour of that game did rcarc ; 
And hauing me all wearie earst, downc feld, 
The fayrest Ladie reft, and euer since withhcl* 

Wlien Scudamour heard mention of that speat< 
He wist right well, that it was Britomar!. 
The which from him his fairest louc did 
Tho gan he swell in euery inner port, 

For fell despight, and gnaw his gealous hart. 
That thus he sharply sayd; Now by my 
Yet is not this the first vnknightly part. 
Which that same knight, whom by his Luir^ 

1 read, 

Hath doen to noble knights, that many mak' 
him dread. 
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For btcly he my loue hath fro me reft, 

And eke defiled with foule vilianie 

The sacred pledge, which in his faith was left, 

In shame of knighthood and hdelitie ; 

The which ere long full deare he shall abie. 
And if to that auenge by you decreed 
This hand may helpe,orsuccourought supplie, 
It shall not fayle, when so ye shall it need. 

So both to wreake their wrathes on Brtimart 
agreed ^ 

Wlules thus they communed, lo farre away 
A Knight soft ryding towards them they spyde, 
Attyr’d in forraine armes and straunge aray : 
Whom when they nigh approcht, they plaine 
descryde 

To be tne same, for whom they did abyde. 
Sayd then Sir Scudafftour, Sir Saluage wiight 
Let me this craue, sith first 1 was deiyde. 

That first I may that wrong to him requite : 
And if I hap to fayle, you shall recure my right. 

i , . 

Which being yeelded, he his threatfiill sfx*are 
Gan fewter, and agmnst her fiercely ran. 

Who soone as she him saw approaching neare 
With so fell rage, her selfe she lightly gan 
To dight, to welcome him, well as she can : 
hut entertaind him in so nide a wise, 
IJattothegroundshesmotebothhorseandman ; 
iVhence neither greatly hasted to arise, 

But on their common harmes together did 
dcuise. 

But Arle^all beholding his mischaunce, 

'cw matter added to his former fire ; 

And eft auentring his stceleheaded launce, 
^'ainst her rode, full of dcspitcous ire, 

Lliat nought but spoyle and vengeance did 
require. 

But to himselfe his felonous intent 
Ketuming, disappointed his desire, 

Whiles vnawares his saddle he forwent, 

And found himselfe on ground in great amaze- 
ment. 


Lightly he started vp out of that stound, 

™ snatching forth his direfull deadly blade 
leape to her, as doth an eger hound 
^hnjst to an Hynd within some couert glade 
without perill he cannot inuade. 

Hh such fell greedines he her assayled, 
tiatthoughshemounted were, yet hehermadi 
u glue him ground, (so much his forci 
. P»«uayW) 

^ ^un his mightie strokes, gainst whidi nc 
aoayled. 


13 

^as they coursed here and there, it chaunst 
That in her wheeling round, behind her crest 
. ^ sorely he her strooke,that thence it glaunsl 
Adowne her Ucke, the which it faircly blest 
From foule mischance ; nc did it cuer rest, 
Till on her horses hinder j^arts it fell ; 

Where byting deepe, so deadly it imprest. 
That quite it chynd his backe behind the sell, 
And to alight on footc her algates did compell. 

14 

Like as the lightning brond from riuen skic, 
Throwne out by angry hue in his vengeance, 
With drcadfull force falles on some steeple hie; 
Which battring, downc it on the church doth 
gliince. 

And tearcs it all with terrible mischance. 

Yet she no whit dismayd, her steed forsookc. 
And casting from her that encliaunted lance, 
Vnto her sword and shield her soone betookc ; 
And thcrcwilhall at him right furiously she 
slTookc. 

15 

So furiously she strooke in her first heat, 
Wliileswithlongfighton foot hebreathlessc was, 
That she him forced backward to retreat, 

And yeeld vnto her weapon way to pas : 
Whose raging rigour neither stccle nor bras 
Could stay, but to the tender flesh it went. 
And poured the purple bloud forth on the gras 
That all his maylc yriv’d, and plates yrent, 
Shew’d all his bedie bore vnto the cruell dent« 

16 

At length when as he saw her liastic heaf 
Abate, and panting breath begin to faylc> 

He through long suflerance growing now more 
great. 

Rose in his strength, and gan her fresh assayle, 
Heaping huge strokes, as thicke as showre of 
And lashing dreadfully at euery part, [hayle. 
As if he thought her soule lo disentrayle. 

Ah cruell hand, and thrisc more cruell hart, 
That workst such wrccke on her, to whom thw 
dearest art. 

What yron courage eucr could endure, 

To workc such outrage on so faire a creature ? 
And in his madnesse thinke with hands impure 
To spoyle so goodly workmanship of nature, 
TTie maker selfe resembling in her feature ? 
Certes some hellish furie, or some feend 
This mischiefe framd, for their first looes 
defeature, 

To bath their hands in bloud of dearest freend, 
Thereby to make their loues becinning, th^ 
liues end. 
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Thus long they trac’d^ and trauent to and fro» 
Sometimespursewing^soroetiines pursewed, 
Still as aduantage they espyde thereto : 

But toward th’end Sir ArthegaU renewed 
His strength still more, but she still more 
decrewed. 

At lut his lucklesse hand he heau'd on hie, 
Hauing his forces all in one accrewed. 

And therewith stroke at her so hideouslie, 
That seemed nought but death mote be her 
destinie. 

19 

The wicked stroke vpon her helmet chaunst, 
And with the force, which in it selfe it bore. 
Her ventayle shard away, and thence forth 
^unst 

A downe in vaine, ne harm’d her any more. 
With that her angels face, vnseene afore, 

Like to the ruddie morne appeard in sight, 
Deawedwithsilucrdrops,through8weatingsore, 
But somewhat redder, then beam’d aright. 
Through toylesome heate and labour of her 
weary fight. 

And round about the same, her yellow heare 
Hauing throughstirring loosd their wonted band , 
Like to a golden border did apprare, 
Framedin goldsraithes forge withcunning hand : 
Yet goldsmithes cunning could not vnderstand 
To frame such subtile wire, so shinie clearc. 
For it did glister like tlic golden sand, 

The which Pactolus with his waters shere, 
Throwes forth vpon the riuage round about 
him ncre. 

21 

And as his hand he vp againe did reare, 
Thinking to worke on her his vtmost wracke. 
His powrelessearmebenumbdwithsecretfearc 
From his reuengefull purpose shronke abacke, 
And cruell sword out of Ms fingere slacke 
Fell downe toground,as if the steele had sence, 
And felt some ruth, or sence his hand did lacke. 
Or both of them did thinke, obedience 
To doc to so diuine a beauties excellence. 

22 

And he himselfe long gazing thereupon, 

At last fell humbly downe vpw his knee. 

And of his wonder made relimn, 

Weening some heauenly goodcsse he did see, 
Or else vnweeting. what it else might bee ; 
And pardon her besought his errour frayle, 
That had done outrage in so high degree ; 
Whitest trembling horrour aid his sense 
trtayle, 

And made ech member quake, and manly hart 
to quayle. 


Nathelesse she full of wrath for that late strok 
All that long while vpheld her wrathfull baa 
With fell intent, on him to bene ywroke, 
And looking steme, still ouer him did st^ 
Threatning to strike, vnlesse he would wit] 
stand: 

And bad him rise, or surely he should die. 
But die or liue for nought he would vpstaaj 
But her of pardon prayd more earnestlie, 
Or wreake on him her will for so great iniun 

24 

Which when as Scudanunutt who now abrayd, 
Beheld, whereas he stood not fairre aside, 
He was therewith right wondrously dismavt 
And drawing nigh, wnen as he plaine descrid< 
That peerelesse patemeof Dame natures prid 
And heauenly image of perfection, 

He blest himselfe, as one sore tenilide, 

And turning his feare to faint deuotion, 
Did worship ner as some celcstiall visbn. 

25 

But Glam^ seeing all that chaunced there, 
Well weeting how their errour to assoyle, 
Full glad of so good end, to them drew nen 
And her salewd with seemely belaccoyle, 
loyous to see her safe after long toyle. 
Then her besought, as she to her was dearc, 
To j^raunt vnto those warriours truce a wh\ le 
Which yeclded, they their beuers vp did rear 
And shew’d themselues to her, such as mute 
they were. 

When Britomart with sharpe auizefull eye 
Ik'heUI the louely face of Artegall, 
Tempred with stemesse and stout maiestie, 
She gan eftsoones it to her mind to call. 

To !:« the same which in her fathers hall 
Long since in that encliaunted glassc she sav 
Therewith her wrathfull courage gan appall 
And haughtie spirits meckely to adaw. 
That her enhaunced hand she downe can so 
withdraw. 

27 

Yet she it forst to hauc againe vpheld, 

As fayning choler, which was turn’d to cold 
But euer when his visage she beheld. 

Her hand felldowne, and would no longer hoi 
The wrathfull weapon gainst his countnan< 
bold : 

But when in vaine to 6ght she oft assayd. 
She arm’d her tongue, and thought at him ’ 
scold ; 

Nathlesse her tongue not to her will obayd, 
But brought forth speeches myld, when d 
would naue missayd. 


faerie qveene. 


But Scudamom now woien inly glad, 

That all his gealous feane he false had found, 
And how dmt Hag his loue alx^ had 
With breach of faith aAd loyaltie vnsound, 
IV which long timehisfrieued hartdid wound, 
He thus bespoke ; Ceites Sir ArUgailf 
I iov to sec you lout so low on ground, 

And now become to liut a Ladies thrall. 

That whylome in your minde wont to despise 

them all. ^ 

09 

Soone as she lieard the name of Artegallt 
Her hart did leape, and all her hart-strings 
tremble. 

For sudden ioy, and secret fcare withall, 

And alt her yitall powres with motion nimble, 
To succour it, themseluea gan there assemble, 
Tkt by the swift recourse of flushing blood 
Right plaine appcard, though she it would 
diNsemble, 

And fayned still her former angry mood, 
Thinking to hide the depth by troubling of the 
flood. 

WTien Glauce thus gan wisely all vpknit ; 

Ye gentle Knights, whom fortune here liath 
To ^ spectators of this vneouth fit, (brought, 
VNTiich secT>.^t fate hath in this Ladie wrought, 
Against threourseof ldnd,ncmeruaile nought. 
Ne thenceforth fearc the thing that hethertoo 
Hath troubled both your mindes with idle 
thought, 

Fearing K*ast she your loues away should woo, 
rearxl in vaine, sith meanes ye see there wants 
thcretoo 

M vou Sir ArtegaU, the saluage knight. 

Hen 'I’fort h may not d i sdai ne, that woma ns hand 
Huh conqueri*d you anew in second fight : 

For whvlome theyhaue conquerd sea and land, 
And heauen it selfc, that nought may them 
.withstand. 

^ henceforth be rebellious vnto loue, 
l^i UthecTowne of knighthood, and the band 
Av k ^ P^nds dcriued from abouc, 

being knit with vertuc, ncucr will 
remoue. 

vou faire Ladie knight, my dearest Dame, 
the rigour of your wrathfull will, 

. were better turn’d to other flame ; 
™ wi^ng out remembrance of all ill, 

him your grace, but so that he fulfill 
^ penance, which ye shall to him empart : 
.-,/Jouera heauen must passe by sorrowes hell, 
inly blushed 

t ArttgpH dose tmyHng ioy’d in secret hart 


33 

inly glad. Yet durst he not make loue so suddenly, 

false had found, Ne thinke th’aflecdon of her hart to omw 


From one to other so quite contrary ; 

Besides her modest countenance he saw 
, So go^y graue, and full of nrinccly aw, 
Tliat it his ranging fande did refraine, 

And looser thoughts to lawful! boun^ with- 
draw ; 

Whereby thepassiongrew moreficrceand fainc. 
Like to a stubborne steede whom strong hand 
would rcstraine. 

34 

)i\itScudamt(r whoseliart twixtdoubtfull fi-are 
And feeble hope hung all tliis while suspence, 
Desiring of his Amoret to heare 
Some gladfull newts and sure intelligence, 
Her thus bespoke ; But Sir without offence 
Mote I request vou tydings of my loue, 

My Amord, sitn you her freed fro thence, 
Whereshocaptiiied long, great woes didproue; 
That where ye left, 1 may her seeke, as doth 
behoue. 

35 

To whom thus Dritomart, Certes Sir knight, 
What is of her become, or whether reft, 

I can not vnto you arcad a right. 

For from that time I from enchaunters theft 
Her freed, in which ye her all hopelcssc left, 

I her preseru’d from [xirill and from fcare, 
And euermore from villcnic her kq)t ; 

Ne eucr was there wight to me more dcarc 
Then .she, no vnto whom I more true loue did 
bcare. 

Till on a <lav as through a dc*serl wyld 
We irautlfed, Ijoth wearie of tlie way 
We did alight, and sate in shadow my Id ; 
Wlierc fearclcsse 1 to sleejje me downc did lay. 
But when as I did out of slecpe abray, 

I found her not, where I her left whyleare, 
But thought she wandred was, or gone astray. 

I cal’d her loud, I sought her larrc and nearc ; 
Bui no where could her find, nor tydings of her 
hearc. 

37 

Wlien Scudanumr those heauie tydings heard, 
HU hart was thrild with point of deadly feare; 
Ne in his face or blond or life appeard, 

But scnselessc stood, like to a mased steare, 
Tjiatjct of mortal) stroke thestound doth beare. 
Till Claws thus ; Faire Sir, be nought dismayd 
With needeleasc dread, till certaintie ye heare : 
For yet she may be safe though somewhat 
strayd ; 

Its best to hope the best, though of the wont 
affrayd. 
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'^athlesse he hardly of her chearefull speech 
Did comfort take, or in his troubled sight 
Shew’d change of better chcare : so sore a 
breach 

That sudden newcs liad made into hisspright; 
Till Bntomart him fairely thus behight ; 
Great cause of sorrow certcs Sir ye liaue : 

But comfort take : for by this heauens light 
1 vow, you dead or liuing not to leaue, 
rill I her find, and wreake on liim that her did 
rcaue. 

39 

riierewith he rested, and well pleased was. 

So peace being confirm’d amongst them all, 
They tookc their steeds, and forward thence 
did pas 

Vnto some resting place, which mote befall, 
All being guided by Sir Arte^all 
Where goodly solace was vnto them made. 
And dayly feasting both in bowre and hall, 
Vntill tnat they their wounds well healedhad, 
And wearic limmes recur’d after late vsage bad 

In all which time, Sir ArtegaU made way 
Vnto the loue of noble Briiomart, 

And with mwke seruice and much suit did lay 
Continnall siege vnto her gentle hart. 

Which being why lome launch t wi th louely dart , 
More eath was new impression to recciue, 
How euer she her paynd with womanish art 
To hide her wound, that none might it 
|)crcciue : 

Vaine is the art that seekes it selfe for to 
decciue. 

41 

Sowellhe woo’dher.and so well he wrought her, 
With faire entreatie and sweet blandishment, 
Thitt at the length vnto a bay he brought her, 
So as she to his speeches was content 
To lend an care, and softly to relent. 

At last through many vowes which forth he 
pour’d, 

And many othes, she yeclded her consent 
To be his loue, and take him for her Lord, 

Till they with mariage meet might finish that 
accord. 

Tho when they had long time there taken rest. 
Sir Afte^U who all this while was bound 
Vpon an hard aduenture yet in quest. 

Fit time for him thence to depart it found, 

To follow that, which he did long propound ; 
And vnto her his congee came to take. 

But her therewith full sore displeasd he found, 
And loth to leaue her late betrothed make, 
Her dearest loue full loth so shortly to forsake 


Yet he with strong perswasions her asswaged, 
And wonne her will to suffer him depart ; 
For which his faith with her he fast engaged, 
And thousand vowes from bottome of his hart. 
That all so soone as he by wit or art 
Could that atchieue, whereto he did aspire. 
He vnto her would speedily reuert : 

No longer space thereto he did desire, 

But till the homed moone three courses did 
expire. 

44 

With which she for the present was appeased, 
And yeelded leaue, how euer malcontent 
She inly were, and in her mind displeased. 

So early in the morrow next he went 
Forth on his way, to which he was ybent. 

Ne wight him to attend, or way to guide, 

As whylome was the custome ancient 
Mongst Knights, when on aduentures they dki 
ride, 

Sauc that she algates him a while accompanide. 
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And by the way she sundry purpose found 
Of this or tliat, the time for to delay, 

And of the perils whereto he was bound, 

The feare wnereof seem’d much her to affray: 
But all she did was but to weare out day. 
Full oftentimes she leaue of him did take ; 
And eft againe deuiz’d some what to say, 
Which she forgot, whereby excuse to make : 
So loth she was his compnie for to forsake. 

46 

At last when all her speeches she had spent, 
And new occasion fay Id her more to find, 

She left him to liis fortunes gouemmenl, 

And backe returned with right heauie mind, 
To Scudamouff who she had left behind, 

With whom she went to seeke faire Anwrd, 
Her second care, though in another kind . 
For vertues onely sake, which doth Ix-get 
True loue and faithful! friendship, she by her 
did set. 

47 

Backe to that desert forrest they retyred, 
Wliere sorie BrUomari had lost her late ; 
There they her sought, and euery where in- 
quired. 

Where they might tydings get of her estate ; 
Yet found they none, fiit by what haplesse 
fate, 

Or hard mbfortune she was thence conuayd, 
And stolne away from her beloucd mate, 

I Were long to tell ; therefore I here will stay 
Vntill another tyde, that I it finish may. 
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Amoret rapt by gr^ie lust 
Belphtbt saues from dreads 
The Squire her lomst and being blam'd 
his dayes in dole doth lead. 
Q/x/x/x/x/x/Xt^Xto^/x/y^^ 


1 

Great God of loue, that with thy cruell dart 
Doest conquer greatest conquerors on ground, 
And setst thy kingdome in the captiue harts 
Of Kin0 and Keasars, to thy seruice bound, 
Whatglorie, or what guerdon hast thou found 
In feeble Ladies tyranning so sore ; 

And adding anguish to the bitter wound, 
With which their hues thou lanchedst long 
afore, 

By heaping storraes of trouble on them daily 
more ? 

2 

So whylome didst thou to faire Florimell ; 

And so and so to noble Britomart ; 

So doest thou now to her, of whom I tell. 

The lonely Amoret, whose gentle hart 
Tliou martyrest with sorow and with snmrt, 
In saluage forrests, and in deserts wide. 

With B^res and Tygers taking heauie part, 
Wiihouten comfort, and withouten guiae, 

Tlut pittie is to hearcthe perils, which she tride. 

Noone as she with that braue Britonessc 
J^d left that Turncyment for beauties prise, 
^>ev traud’d long, that now for wearinesse, 
wth of the way, and warlike exercise, 
wth through a forest ryding did deuise 
^idight, and rest their weane limbs awhile. 

* ncre heauie sleepe the eye-lids did surprise 
“ BrUomart after long t^ous toyle. 

That did her passed paines in quiet rest assoylc. 

4 

whiles faire Amoret, of nought aflfeard, 
Wolkt through the wood, for pleasure, or for 
need ; 

su^enly behind her backe she heard 
rushing forth out of the thickest weed, 
hat ere she backe could tume to taken heed, 
uao vnawar^^ ««atched vp from ground. 

Jt so feebly indeed, 
not the shrilling sourai, 
weary trauel she lay 


IJj^ly she shriekt, bi 
Britomart hard 
w here through 
■®*piog sound. 


It was to weet a wilde and saluage man, 

Yet was no man, but onely like in shape 
And eke in stature higher by a span. 

All ouergrowne with luire, that could awhape 
An hardy hart, and his wide mouth did gape 
With hu^ p-eat teeth, like to a tusked Bore 
For he liu’d all on rauin and on rape 
Of rnen and beasts ; and fed on fleshly gore. 
The signe whereof yet stain'd liis bloudy lips 
afore , 

6 

His n^tlier lio was not like man nor beast, 
Butlikea wicle deepepoke, downe hanging low, 
In which he wont the relickes of his feast, 
Andcruellspoyle, which he luidspard,to stow: 
And oucr it his huge great nose did grow. 

Full dreadfully empurpled all with blond ; 
And downe both siacs two wide long cares did 
glow, [stood. 

And raught downe to his waste, when vp he 
More great then th’cares of Elephants by Indus 
flood. ^ 

His wast was with a wreath of yuie greene 
Engirt alwut, ne other garment wore : 

For all his liaire was like a garment scene ; 
And in his bmid a tall young cake he Ixtre, 
Whose knottie snags were sharpned all afore. 
And beath’d in fire for stccle to be in sted. 
But whence he was, or of what wombe ybore, 
Of beasts, or of the earth, I haue not red : 

But certes was with milke of Wolucs and Tygrci 
fed. g 

I Tills vgly CTcature in his armes her snatclit. 
And through the forrest bore her quite away, 
Withbriersand bushesalltorcnt and scratcht ; 
Ne care he had, ne pittie of the pray, 

Wliich many aknight had soughtso many aday. 
He stayed not, but in his armes her bearing 
Ran, till he came to th'end of all hLs way, 
Vnto his caue farre from all peoples hearing, 
And there he threw her in, nought feeling, ne 
nought fearing 

For deare Lodie all the way was dead, 
Whilest hein armesher bore ; but when she felt 
Her selfc downe soust, she waked out of dread 
Streight into griefe, that her deare hart nigh 
swelt, 

And eft gan into tender teares to melt. 

Then when she lookt about, and nothing found 
But darknesse and dread horrour, where she 
dwelt, 

She almost fell againe into a swound, 

Ne wist whether aboue she were, or vndrr 
ground. 
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10 

With that she heard some one close by her side 
Si^jhing and sobbing sore, as if the p^e 
Her tender hart in peeces would diuide : 
Which she Ions' listning, softly askt againe 
V^t mister wight it was that so did plaine ? 
To whom thus aunswcr’d was : Ah wretched 
wight 

That scekes to know anothers gncfe in vaine, 
Vnweeting of thine owne like hiplesse plight : 
Selfe to forget to mind another, is ouersight. 

II 

Aye me (said she) where am I, or with whom ? 
Emong the Uuing, or eraong the dead ? 

What shall of me vnhappy maid become ? 
Shall death be th’end, or ought else worse, 
aread. 

Vnhappy mayd (thenanswerd she) whosedread 
Vntride, is lesse then when thou shall it try : 
Death is to him, that wretched life doth lead, 
Both grace and gaine ; but he in hell doth lie. 
That Hues a loathed life,and wishing cannot die. 

la 

This dismall day hath thee a caytiue made. 
And vassal! to the vilest wretcn aliue. 

Whose cursed vsage and vngodly trade 
Theheauensabhone,and intodarkenessedriue. 
For on the spoile of women he doth Hue, 
Whose bodies chast, when cucr in hh powre 
He may them catch, vnable to gainestriue, 

He with his shameful! lust doth first deflowre, 
Andafterwardsthemseluesdothcruellydeuoure. 

13 . 

Now twenty daies, by which the sonnes of men 
Diuide their works, haue past through heuen 
sheene, 

Since 1 was brought into this dolefull den ; 
During which space these sory eies haue seen 
Seauen women ny him slaine, and eaten clcne. 
And now no moie for him but I alone. 

And this old woman here remaining bcene ; 
Till thou cam’st hither to augment our mone, 
And of vs three to morrow he will sure eate one 

14 

Ah dreadful! tidings which thou doest declare, 
(Quothshe) of all that euer hath bene knowen: 
Full many gr^t calamities and rare 
This feeble brest endured hath, but none 
Equal] to this, where euer I haue gone. 

But what are you, whom like vnlucky lot 
Hath llndtt withme in thesame chaine attone ? 
To tell (quoth she)that which ye see, needs not ; 
A wofull wretched maid, ofGodand man forgot. 


But what I was, it irka me to reherse ; 
Daughter vnto a Lord of high degree ; 

Tkflt ioyd in happy peace, till fates peruerse 
With guikfull loue did secretly agree. 

To ouerthrow my state and digmtie. 

It was my lot to loue a gentle swaine. 

Yet was ne but a Squire of low degrw ; 

Yet was he meet, vnlessc mine eye did fainc, 
By any Ladies side for Leman to haue laine. 

16 

I But for his meannesse and disparagement. 

My Sire, who me too dearely well did loue, 
Vnto my choise by no meanes would assent, 
But often did my folly fowle reproue. 

Yet nothing could my fixed mind remoue, 
But whethCT willed or nilled friend or foe, 

I me resolu’d the vtmost end to proue. 

And rather then my loue abandon so, 

Both sire, and frienm, and all for cucr to forga 


Thenceforth I sought by secret meanes to workc 
Time to my will, and from his wrathfull sight 
To hide th’ intent, which in my heart did lurkc, 
Till 1 thereto had all things ready dight. 

So on a day vnweeting vnto wight, 

1 with that Squire agreede away to flit. 

And in a priuy place, betwixt vs bight, 
Within a groue appointed him to meete ; 

To which I boldly came vpon my feeble fccte. 

18 

But ah vnhappy houre me thiCher brought : 
For in that place where I him thought to find, 
There was I found, contrary to my thought, 
Of this accursed Carle of hellish kind, 
rhe shame of men, and plague of womankind, 
Who trussing me, as Eagle doth his pray. 

Me hether brought with him, as swift as wind, 
Where yet vntouched till this present day, 

I rest his wretched thrall, the sad Mmylia. 

19 

Ah sad Mmvlia (then sayd Amorel,) 

Thy rueful! plight I pitty as mine owme. 

But read to me, by what dcuise or wit, 

Hast thou in all this time, from him vnknowne 
Thine honor sauM, though into thrakloin^ 
thiownc. 

Through heipe (quoth she) of this old woman 
here 

I haue so done, as she to me hath showne. 
For euer when he burnt in hntfull fire, 

She in my stead supplide his bestkU desiit. 
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Thus of their euils as they did discourse, 

And each did other mu^ bewaile and mone ; 
Loc where the viUame scife, their sorrowes 
sourse, 

Came to the caue, and rolling thence the stone, 
Which wont to stop the mouth thereof, that 
none 

Might issue forth, came rudely rushing in, 
And spredding ouer all the flore alone, 

Gan dight him selfe vnto his wonted sinne . 
Which ended, then his bloudy banket should 
beginne. 

Which when as fcarefull Amoret perceiued, 

She staid not the vtnwst end thereof to try, 
But like a ghastly Gelt, whose wits are reai»^, 
Ran forth m hast with hideous outcry. 

For horrour of his shamcfull villany. 

But after her full lightly he vprose, 

And her pursu’d as fast as she did flie : 

Full fast she flics, and fane afore him goes, 
Ne feeles the thorns and thickets pricke her 
tender toes. 

22 

Nor hedge, nor ditch,nor hill, nor dale shestaies. 
But ouerleapes them all, like Robucke light, 
And through the thickest makes her nighest 
waies ; 

And euennore when with regardfull sight 
She looking backe, espies that griesly wight 
Ajiproching nigh, she gins to mend her pace, 
And makes her fcare a spur to hast her fl^ht : 
More swift then MyrrK or Daphne in her race, 
Oranyof the Thracian Nimphesinsaluage chase. 

*3 

Long so she fled, and so he follow’d long ; 

Ne lining aide for her on earth a{}peares, 

But if the heauens heipe to redresse her wrong, 
Moued with pity of her plenteous tcares. 
h fortuned Belphehe with her peares 
The woody Nimphs, and with that louely boy, 
Washunting then the Libbardsand tlic Beares, 
In the% wild woods, as was her wonted ioy, 
lo banish sloth, that oft doth noble minaes 
annoy. 

oft it fals in diace, 

each of them from other sundred were, 
gentle Squire arriu’d in j)lace, 
'Vhere this same cursed caytiuc did appeare, 
Pursuing that faire Lady hill of feare, 
now he her quite ouertaken had ; 
he her away with him did beare 
^ anne, as seeming wondrous gfad, 
*nat ^ hb grenning laughter mote farre off be 
md. 


Whidi drery sight the ^ntlc Squire espying, 
Doth hast to crosse him by the nearest way, 
Led with that wofuU Ladies piteous aying, 
And him assailcs with all the might he may, 
Yet will not he the louely spoile downe lay, 
But with his craggy club in his right hana, 
Defends him selfe, and saues his gotten pray. 
Yet had it bene right hard him to withstand, 
But that he was fullTightandnimbleon the land, 

26 

Thereto the villainc vsed craft in fight ; 

For euer when the Squire Im iauclin shooke, 
He held the Lady forth before him right, 

And with her body, os a buckler, broke 
The puissance of his intended stroke. 

And if it chaunst, (as needs it must in fight) 
Whilest he on him was greedy to be wroke, 
That any little blow on her did light, 

Then would he laugh aloud, and gat^r great 
delight. 

Which subtill sleight did him encumber much, 
And made him oft, when he would strike, for- 
beare ; 

For hardly could he come the carle to touch, 
But that ne her must hurt, or hazard neare 
Yet he his hand so carefully did beare, 

That at the last he did himselfe attaine. 

And therein left the jiike head of his S{)eare. 

A streame of coirblacke bloud thence gusbt 
amaine, 

That all her silken garments did with bloud be* 
stain*. 

With that he threw her rudely on the flore, 
And laying both his hands vpon his glaue, 
With dreadful! strokes let driue at him so sore, 
That forst him flic abacke, himselfe to saue : 
Yet he therewith so felly still did raue, 

That scarse the Squire his hand could once 
vpreare, 

But for aduantage ground vnto him gaue, 
Tracing and trauersing, now here, now there ; 
For bootlesse thing it was to tliink such biowes 
to beare. 

29 

Whiles! thus in baltcll they embusird were, 
Belpkebe raunging in that forrest wide, 

The hideous noise of their huge strokes did 
hearc, 

And drew thereto, making her earc her guide. 
Whornwhenthaltheefeapprochingniffluspide, 
With bow in hand, and arrowes ready bent. 
He by bb former combate would not bide. 

But fled away with gfau t!y dreriment, 
WenknmringberlobehisdeatlissoleiiistraiDent 
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WlK)m seeing flie, she speedilv poursewed 
With wingwi feete, as nimble as the winde, 
And euer in her bow she ready shewed 
The arrow, to his deadly marke desynde. 

As when Laionaes daughter cruell kynde, 

In vengement of her mothers great disgrace, 
With fell despight her cruell arrowes tynde 
Gainst wofull Niohes vnhappy race, 

That all the gods did mone her miserable case. 

3 ' 

So well she sped her and so far ‘^hc vent red, 
That ere vnto his hellish den lie raught, 

Euen as he ready was there to hauc entre<l. 
She sent an arrow fortli with mighty draught, 
That in the very dore him ouercaught. 

And in his nape arriuing, through it thnld 
His greedy throtc, therewith in two distraught, 
That all his vitall spirites thereby spild. 

And alt his hairy brest with gory bloud was fild i 

32 i 

Whom when on ground she groueling saw to 
rowle, 

She ran in hast his life to hauc bereft : 

But ere she could him reach, the sinfull sowlc 
Hauing his carrion corse quite sencelessc left, 
Wasfledtohell,surcharg’dwithspoileandtheft. 
Yet ouer him she there long gazing stood. 

And oft admir’d his monstrous shat)e, and oft 
His mighty limbs, whitest all with filthy bloud 
The place there ouerflowjic, seemd like a 
sodaine flood. 

'fhence forth she past into his dreadfull den, 
Where nought but darkesomc drerinesse she 
found, 

Ne creature saw, but hearkned now and then 
Some litle whispering, and soft gromng sound. 
With that she askt, what ghosts there vndcr 
ground 

Lay hid in horrour of eternall night? 

And bad them, if so be they were not bound. 
To come and shew themsclucs before the light. 
Now freed from feare and danger of that dismall 
wight. 

Then forth the sad Mmylia issewed. 

Yet trembling euery ioynt through former 
feare; 

And after her the Hag, there with her mewed, 
A foule and lothsoine creature did appeare ; 

A leman fit for such a louer deare. 

That mou*d Belphebe her no lesse to hate, 
Then for to rue the othen heauy cheare ; 

Of whom she gan enquire of her estate. 

Who all to her at large, as hapned, did relate. 


Thence she them brought toward the place, 
where late 

She left the gentle Squire with Amoret : 
There she him found by that new louely mate. 
Who lay the whiles in swoune, full sadly set. 
From her faire eyes wiping the deawy wet. 
Which softly stild, and kissing them atweene. 
And handling soft the hurts, which she did get. 
For of that Carle she sorely braz’d had beenc. 
Ah of his owne rash hand one wound was to lx* 
secne. . 

WliK hwhciishesaw.withsodaineglauncingeye, 
Her noble heart with sight thereof was hid 
With deepe disrlaine, and great indignity, 
That in her wrath she thought them both hauc 
thnld, 

With that selfe arrow, whk htheCarlehadkild 
Yet held her wrathfull hand from vengeance 
sore. 

But drawing nigh, ere he her well beheld ; 

Is tliis the faith, she said, and said no more, 
But turnd lier face, and fled away for euerniore 


He seeing her depart, arose vp light, 

Right sore agrieued at her snarpe reproofe. 
And follow’d fast : but when he came in sight , 
He durst not nigh approch, but kept alootc, 
For dread of her displeasures vtmost proofs 
And cuennore, when he did grace entreat, 
And framed speaches fit for his behoofe. 

Her mortall arrowes she at him did threat, 
And forst him backe with fowle dishonor to 
retreat. ^3 

At last when long he follow’d had in vaine. 
Yet found no ease of griefe, nor hope of gra< o, 
Vnto those woods he turned backe againe. 
Full of sad anguish, and in heauy case : 

And finding there fit solitary place 
For wofull wight, chose out a gloomy glade. 
Where hardly eye mote scebrignt heauensface, 
For mossy trees, which coucred all with shade 
And sail melancholy ; there he his cabin made 


His wonted warlike weapons alt be broke. 

And threw away, with vow to vse no more. 
Ne thenceforth euer strike in battcll stroke, 
Ne euer word to speake to woman more ; 
But in that wildernesse, of men forlore, 

And of the wicked world forgotten quight. 
His hard mishap in dolor to depbre, 

And wast his wretched daics in wofull plight . 
So on him selfe to wreake his follies owne 
despight. 



Qani. VIL 


FAERIE QVEENE. 


249 


40 

And eke his g^ent, to be thereto meet, 

He wilfully did cut and shape anew ; 

And his fairc lockes, tliat wont with ointment 
sweet 

To be embaulm’d, and sweat out dainty dew, 
He let to grow and gficsly to concrew, 
Vneomb’d, vncurl’d, and carelesly vnshed ; 
That in short time his face they ouergrew, 
And ouer all his shoulders did disprd, 

That who he whilome was, vneath was to be red. 

. 4 * 

There lie continued in this carefull plight, 
Wretchedly wearing out his youthly yeares, 
Ihrough wilfull penury consumed quight, 
Tliat Uke a pined ghost he soone appeares. 
For other fo<xl then that wilde forrest bearcs, 
Nc other drinke there did he euer tast, 

Then running water, tempred with his tearcs, 
Tlic more his weakened body so to wast ; 
That out of all mens knowledge he was worne 
at last. 

For on a day, by fortune as it fell, 

His owne dcare Lord Prince Arthure came 
that way, 

Seeking aduentures, where he mote heare tell ; 
And ashedirough the wand ringwooddid stray, 
Hauin^ espide this Cabin far away. 

He to It diw, to weet who there did wonne ; 
Wecnii^ therein some holy Hermit lay, 

Tlmt did resort of sinfull people shonne ; 

Or else some woodman shrowded there from 
Marching sunne. 

Arriuing there, he found thb wretcheii man, 
S|)ending his daies in dolour and despaire, 
And through long fasting woxen pale and wan, 
All ouergrowen with rude and rug^ haire ; 
TTiat alwit his owne dcare Squirche were, 
Yet he him knew not, ne auiz’d at all, 

But like strange wight, whom he had scene no 
where, 

J^uting him, gan into speach to fall, 
Andj)ittymuch his plight, that liu’d like outcast 

n, L* 44 

to his speach he aunswered no whit, 

^t stood still mute, as if he had beene dum, 
signe of scncc did shew, ne common wit, 
As one with griefe and an^ishc ouercum, 

And vnto euery thing dirfaunswcrc mum : 
J^d euer when the Prince vnto him spake, 

He touted lowly, as did him becum, 

™ humble homage did vnto him make, 
ionow shewing ioyous semblance for bis 


At which his vneouth guise and vsage quaint 
The Prince did wonder much, yet could not 
ghessc 

The cause of that his sorrowfull constraint ; 
Yet weend by secret signes of manlincsse, 
Wliichdosc appeard in that rude brutishnesse, 
That he wliilome some gentle swaine liad beene, 
Traind vp in feats of armes and knight linesse; 
Which he obseru’d, by that lie him had scene 
To weld his naked sword, and try the edges 


And eke by that he saw on euery tree, 

How he tfie name of one engrauen had, 
Wliich likly was his liefest louc to be, 

For whom he now so sorely was b«tad ; 
Which was by him BEIJPHEBE rightly rad. 
Yet who was that Belphtbe, he nc wist ; 

Yet saw he often how he wexed glad. 

When he it heard, and how the ground he kist, 
Wherein it written was, and how himsclfe he 
blUt: 

Tho when he long had marked his demeanor, 
And saw that all he said and did, was vaine, 
Ne ought mote make him change his wonted 
tenor, 

Nc ought mote ea.se or mitigate hb painc, 

He left him there in languor to remaine, 

Till time for him should remedy proulde, 

And him restore to former grace a^inc. 
Which for it b too long here to abide, 

I will deferre the end vntill another tide. 


Cant. VIII. 

Tkt genile Squire recouers grace, 
Sclaunder her guests doth staine : 
Corjkmbo chaseth Placidas, 

And is by Arthure slaine. 

cocococ/xoc/xocococ/^ 

I 

Well said the wiseman, now prou*d true by thb, 
Wliich to this gentle Squire did happen late, 
That the displeasure of the mighty b 
Then death it selfe more dread and despite. 
For naught the same may caime nc mitigate, 
Till time the tempest doe thereof delay 
With suflferaunce soft, whicli rigour can abate, 
And hauc the sterne remembrance wypt awty 
Of bitter thoughts, which deepe therein infixed 
lay. 
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Like as it fell to this vnhappy boy, 

Whose tender heart the wire Belthebe had 
With one stemc looke so daunted, that no ioy 
In all his life, which afterwards he lad, 

He cuer tast^, but with pcnaunce sad 
And pensiuc sonow pind and wore away, 

Nc euer laught, nc once shew’d countenance 
glad; 

But alwaies wept and wailed night and day, 
As blasted bloosme through heat doth languish 
and decay ; 

3 

Till on a day, as in his wonted wise 
His doole he nude, there chaunst a turtle Doue 
To come, where he his dolors did deuise, 

Tliat likewise late had lost her dearest loue, 
Which losse her made like passion also prone. 
Who seeing his sad plight, her tender heart 
With deare compassion deeply did emmouc, 
That she gan mone his vndeserued smart. 

And with her dolcfull accent beare with him a 
part 
. . 

Shee sitting by him as on ground he hw, 

Her moumefull notes full piteously di<l frame, 
And thereof made a lamentable lay, 

So sensibly compyld, that in the si^e 
Him seemed oft ne heard his owne right name. 
With that he forth would poure so plenteous 
teares, 

And beat his breast vnworthy of such blame, 
And knocke his head, and rend his rugged 
heares. 

That could haue perst the hearts of Tigres and 
of Beares. 

Thus long this gentle lird to him did vse, 
Withouten drttid of pcrill to repaire 
Vnto his wonne, and with her moumefull muse 
Him to rccomfort in his greatest care. 

That mudi did ease his mourning andmisfare: 
And eucry day for guerdon of her song, 

He part of his small feast to her would share ; 
l^t at the last of all his woe and wrong 
Companion she became, and so continued long. 

6 

Vpon a day as she him sate beside, 

^ chance he oertaine miniments forth drew, 
which yet with him as relickes did abide 
Of all the bounty, which Belphehe threw 
On him, whilst goodly grace she did him shew; 
Amongst the rest a tewell rich he found, 
That was a Ruby of ri^t perfect hew, 
Shap'd like a heart, yet bleeding of the wound. 
And with a litk golden chaine about it bound. 


The same he tooke, and with a riband new, 

In which his Ladies colours were, did bind 
About the turtles necke, tlut with the vew 
Did greatly solace his endued mind. 

All vnawares the bird, when she did find 
Her selfe so deckt, her nimble wmgs dispiaid, 
And flew away, as lightly as the wind ; 

Which sodaine accident nim mudi dismaid. 
And looking after long, did marke which way 
slie straid. 

8 

But when as long he looked had in vaine, 

Yet saw her forward still to make her flight, 
His weary eie returnd to him againe, 

Full of discomfort and disouiet plight. 

That both his iuell he had lost so light. 

And eke his deare companion of his care. 

But that sweet bird departing, flew forth right 
Through the wide region of the wastfull aire, 
Vntill she came where wonned VisBelphehei'dAit. 

9 

There found she her (as then it did betide) 
Sitting in couert shade of arbors sweet, 

After late weary toile, which she had tridc 
In saluage chase, to rest as seem’d her meet. 
There she alighting, fell before her feet, 

And gan to her her mournfull plaint to make, 
As was her wont, thinking to let her weet 
The great tormenting griefe, that for her 
sake 

Her gentle Squire through her displeasure dkl 
pertake. 

10 

She her beholding with attentiue eye. 

At length did marke about her purple brest 
That precious iuell, which she formerly 
Had knowne right well with colourd ribbands 
drest: 

Therewith she rose in hast, and her addrest 
With ready hand it to haue reft away. 

But the s^t bird obayd not her behest. 

But swaru’d aside, and there agmne did stay ; 
She follow’d her, and thought againe it to assay . 

n 

And euer when she nigh approcht, the Dewe 
Would flit a litle forward, and then stay, 

TiU she drew neare, and then againe remoue ; 
So tending her stfll to pursue the pray, 
And $tm from her escaping soft away : 

Till that at length into that forrest wide. 

She drew her far, and led whh slow dela^. 

In th'end she her vnto that dace dk! piw^ 
Whereas that wofuU man in languor did abide 
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Eftsoontfshe 6ew vnlo his fcarelesse hand, 


And there a piteous ditty new deuiz’d, 

As if she would haue made him vnderstand, 
His sorrowes cause to be of her despis’d. 
Whom when she saw in wretched weedes 
disguiz’d, 

With neary glib deform’d, and mciger face, 
Like ghost late risen from his graue agryz’d, 
She l^w him not, but pittied much his case, 
And wi&ht it were in her to doe him any grace. 

13 

He her beholding, at her feet downe fell. 

And lust the ground on which her sole did tread, 
And wai^t the same with water, which did well 
From his moist eies, and like two streames 
procead, 

Yet spalu no word, whereby she might aread 
What mister wight he was, or what ne merit, 
But as one daunted with her presence dread, 
Oncly few rueful! lookes vnto her sent, 

As messengers of his true meaning and intent. 

14 

Yet nathemore his meaning she ared, I 
But wondred much at his so selcouth case. 

And by his persons secret seemlyhed 
Well weend, that he had bcene some man of 
place. 

Before inisfortune did his hew deface 
Tliat being mou’d with ruth she thus bespoke. 
Ah wofull man, what heauens hard disgrace, 
Or wrath of cruell wight on thee ywrakc ? 

Or selfc disliked life (Wth thee thus wretched 
make ? 

15 

If heauen, then rwne may it redresse or blame, 
Sith to his nowre we all are subiect borne : 

H wrathfull wight, thenfowle rebukeand shame 
Be theirs, that haue so cruell thee forlorne ; 
l^t if trough inward griefe or wilful! scomc 
Of life it be, then better doe aduise. 

For he whose daies in wilful) woe are wome, 
grace of his Creator doth des]:^, 
will not vse his gifts for thanklesse 
nigardise. 

10 

so ^ heard her say, eftsooncs he brake 
His so^ne silence, which he long had pent, 
™ sighing inly deepe, her thus bespoke *, 
^/^hauethey alltbemseluesagainst mebent ; 
For heauen, first author of my languishment, 
™ying my too great felicity, 
closely with a cruell one consent, 
cloud my dates in dolefull misery, 

^ me loath this Hfe, still longing for 
to die. 


Ne any but y<wr selfc, 0 dearest dred, [wight 
Hath done ^is wrong, to wreake on wor^lciie 
Your highdisplesure, through misdeeraingbred: 
That when vour pleasure is to deeme anght, 
Ye may redresse, and me restore to Imht 
Which sory words her mightic liart ^ mate 
With mild regard, to see his ruefull plight, 
That her inburning wrath she gan aWe, 
Andhimreceiu’d againetoformer fauours state. 

18 

In which he long time afterwards did lead 
An happie life with grace and good accord, 
Fearlesse of fortunes chaurige or enuies dread. 
And eke all mindlesse of his owne deare Lord 
The noble Prince, who ncuer heard one word 
Of tydings, what did voto him betide, 

Or what good fortune did to him afford. 

But through theendlesse world did wander wide, 
Him seeking euermore, yet no where him 
descridc. 

10 

Till on a day as through that wood he rode, 
HechaunsttocomewherethosetwoLadieslate, 
Mmylia and Amortl abode, 

Both in full sad and sorrowful! estate ; 

The one right feeble through Uie cuill rate 
Of food, wnkli in her duresse she had found : 
The other almost dead and desperate 
Through her late hurts, and through that 
haplesse wound, 

With which the Squire in her defence her sore 

astound. ^ 

ao 

Whom when the Prince beheld, he gan to rew 
The euill case in which those Ladies lay ; 

But most was moued at the piteous vew 
Of Amortl, so neare vnto decay. 

That her great daunger did him much dismay. 
Eftsoones that prctiousliquour forth he drew, 
Which he in store about him kept alway, 

And with few drops thereof did softly acw 
Her wounds, that vnto strength restor’d her 
soone anew, 

21 

Tho when they both recoucred were right well, 
He gan of them inquire, what euill guide 
Them thether brou^t, and how their harmes 
befell. 

To whom they told all, that did them betide. 
And how from thraldoroe vile they were vntide 
Of that same wicked Carle, by Virgins bond ; 
Whoec bbudie corse they shew'd him there 
beside, 

And elcebiscaue, in which they both werebood: 
At whicb he wondred much, when ail those 
flgnes he fond. 
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And euermore he did desire 
To know, what Vfi^in <ud them thence vnbind; 
And oft of them did earnestly inquire, 

Where was her won, and how he mote her find. 
But when as nought according to his mind 
He could ouUcame, he them from ground did 
rearc: 

No seruice lothsome to a gentle kind *, 

And on his warlike beast them both did beare, 
Himselfe by them on foot, to succour them 
from feare. 

So when that forrest they had pas^ well, 

A litle cotage farre away ^ey spide. 

To which they drew, ere night vpon th^ fell ; 
And entring in, found none therein abide. 

But one old woman sitting there beside, 

Vpon the ground in ragged rude attyre, 

With filtiiy lockes about her scattered wide, 
Gnawing her nayles for felnesse and for yre, 
And there out sucking venime to her parts 
entyre. ^4 

A foule and loathly creature sure in sight, 

And in conditions to be loath’d no lesse : 

For she was stuft with rancour and desp^ht 
Vp to the throat, that oft with bitterncsse 
It forth would breake, and gush in great 
excesse. 

Pouring out streames of poyson and of gall 
Gainst all, that truth or vertue doe professc, 
Wliom she with leasings lewdly did miscall, 
And wickedly backbite: Her name men 
Sclautider call. 

Her nature is all goodnesse to abuse, 

And causelesse aimes continually to frame, 
With which she guiltlesse persons may accuse, 
Andstealeawaythecrowneof their good name; 
Ne euer Knight so bold, ne euer D^e 
So chast and loyall liu’d, but she would striue 
With forged cause them falsely to defame ; 
Nc euer uiing so well was doen aliue. 

But she with blame would blot, and of due 
praise depriue. ^ 

Her words were not, ascoramon words are ment, 
T'cxpresse the meaning of the inward mind. 
But noysome breatfi, and poysnous spirit sent 
From inward parts, with canaed malice lind, 
And breathed forth with blast of bitter wind ; 
Which passing through the eares, would 
pierce the hart, 

And wound the soule it selfe with ^iefe vnkind ; 
ForlikethestingsofAspes, that kill with smart, 
Her spightfull words did pricke, and wound the 
inner part. 


27 

Such was that Hag, vnmeet to host such guesis, 
Whom greatest Ptinccs court would welcome 
fayne. 

But neede, that answers not to all requests, 
Bad them not looke for better entertayne ; 
And eke that age despysed nioenesse vaine, 
Enur’d to hardnesse sind to homely fare. 
Which them to warlike discipline did traync. 
And manly limbs endur’d with litle care 
Against all hard mishaps and fortunelesse 
nusfure. 

28 

Then all that euening welcommed with cold, 
And chearelesse hunger, they together sj)ent , 
Yet found no fault, but that the Hag did scold 
And rayle at them with grudgefull discontent, 
For loclging there without her owne consent : 
Yet they endured all with patience milde, 
Ajnd vnto rest themselues all onely lent, 
Regardlesse of that queane so base and vilde. 
To ^ vniustly blamd, and bitterly reuilde 


29 

Here well I weenc, when as these rimes be red 
With mbregard, that some rash witted wight, 
Whose looser tho^ht will lightly be misled. 
These gentle Ladies will mi^eeme too light . 
For thus conuersing witli this noble Knight . 
Sith now of dayes such temperance is tare 
And hard to finde, that neat of youthfiill 


spright 

For ought will from his greedie pleasure spare, 
More hard for hungry steed t^abstaine from 
pleasant lare. 


But antique age yet in the infancie 
Of time, did liue then like an innocent. 

In simple truth and blamelesse chastitie, 

Ne then of guile had made experiment, 

But vwde or vile and treacherous intent, 
Held vertue for it selfe in soueraine awe : 
Then loyall loue had royall regiment, 

And eac^ vnto his lust aid make a lawe. 
From all forbidden thingshis liking to withdraw 


^7“ 

The Lyon there did with the Lambe consort. 
And eke the Doue sate by the Faulcons side. 
Ne each of other feared naud or tort, 

But did in safe securitie abide, 

Withouten perill of the stronger pride : 

But when the world woxe okf, it woxe warre 
old 

(Whereof it hight) and bautng shortly tride 
The traines of wit, in wideednesse woxe bold, 
! And dared of all sinnes the secrets to vnfold. 
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Then beautie, which was made to represent 
Tlie great Creatours ownc resemblance bright, 
Vnto abuse of lawlesse lust was lent, 

And made the baite of bestiall delight : 

Then fairc grew foulc, and foule grew faire in 
sight. 

And that which wont to vanquish God and man, 
Was made the vassall of the victors might ; 
Then did herglorious flowre wex dead and wan, 
Despisd and troden downe of all that ouerran. 
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AjkI now it is so vtterly decayd, 

'Fhat any bud thereof dothscarseremaine, [ayd, 
But if few plants preserv’d through heaucnly 
In Princes Q)urt aoc hap to sprout againe, 
Dew’d with her drops of bountie Soueraine, 
Whichf rom thatgoodlyglorious flowreproceed, 
Sprungof theauncientstockeof Princcsstraine, 
Now th’onely remnant of that royall breed, 
Whose noble kind at first was sure of heauenly 
seed. 
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Tlio soonc as day discouered heauens face 
To sinful) men with darknes ouerdight, 

This gentle crew gan from their eye-lids diace ] 
The drowzie humour of the dampish night. 
And did themselues vnto their iourney dight. 
So forth they yode, and forward softly fwced, 
Tlwt them to view had bene an vneouth sight ; 
How all the way the Prince on footpace traced, 
Tlic Ladies both on horse, together fast 
embraced. 

Soone as they thence departed were afore, 

That shamcfull Hag, the slaundor of her sexe, 
Tliem follow’d fast, and them reuiled sore. 
Him caUing theefc, them whores ; that much 
did vexe 

His noble hart ; thereto she did annexe 
False crimes and facts, such as thcyncuerment, 
That (hose two I^diesmuch asham’d did wexc : 
The more did she pursue her lewd intent, 

And mvl’d and rag’d, till she had all her poyson 
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At last when they were passed out of sight, 

Yet she did not her spightfull speach forbeare, 
Rut after them did wuke, and still backbite. 
Though there were none her hateful! words 
toheare; 

Like as a curre doth felly bite and t^c 

Thestonc, which passed straunger at him threw ; 

she them seeing post the reach of care, 
the stones and trees did rayle anew. 
Tin she had dukl the sting, which in her tongs 
end grew. 
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They passing forth kept on their rcadic way, 
With casie steps so soft as foot could stryde, 
Both for great feeblesse, which did oft assay 
Faire Amoret^ that sairccly she could rvde. 
And eke through heauie armes, which sore 
annoyd 

The Prince on foot, not wonted so to fare ; 
Whosesteadie hand wasfainc iusstcedc toguyde , 
And all the way from trotting hard to Bjiare, 
So was his toyle the more, the more that was 
his care. o 
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At length they spide, where towards them with 
speed 

A Squire came gallopmng, as he would flic ; 
Bearing a litle Dwarlc before his steed, 

That all the wav full loud for aide did crie, 
That seem’d his shrikes would rend the 
brasen skie : 

Whom after did a mightie man pursew, 
Ryding vpon a Drom^are on hie, 

Of stature huge, and horrible of hew, 

That woul<l liaue maz’d a man his drendfull 
face to vfw. 

For from his fcarcfull eyes two fierie beaines, 

I Moresliarpe then pointsof ncedlcsdid procewie, 

I ShootingforthfarreawaytwoflamingstreajTM's, 
Full of powre, tliat poysonousbulcdid brett Jc 

To all, that on him lookt without good heed. 
And secretly his enemies did slay : 

Like as the liasiliske of serpents seedc, 
p'rom powrefull eyes close venim doth coniiay 
Into the lookers hart, and killeth farre away. 
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He all the wav did rage at that same Squire, 
And after him full many threatnings threw. 
With curses vainc in his'auengefull ire : 

But none of them (so fast away he flew) 

Him ouerlooke, before he came in vcw. 

Where whcnhesawlhePrinceinarmourbnght, 

He cald to him aloud, his case to rew, 

And rescue him through succour of his might, 
From tliat his cruel! foe, that him pursewd in 
sight. 

Eftsoones the Prince tooke downe those Ladles 
twaine 

From lof tie8teede,and mounting in their stead 
Came tothat Squire, yet trembling cucw vaine : 
Of whom he gan enquire his cause of dread ; 
Who as he gan the same to him arcad, 

Loe hard behind liis backe his foe was preat, 
With dreadful) weapon aym^ at his head, 
That vnto death had doen him vnredrest, 

HadnotthenoWe Prince hisreadicstrokereprest 
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Who thrusting boldly twixt him and the blow, 
The burden of the deadly brunt did beare 
Vpon his shield, which l^htly he did throw 
Owr his head, before the harme came neare. 
Nathlesse it fell with so despiteous dreare 
And heauie sway, that hard vnto his crowne 
The shield it droue, and did the couering reare, 
Therewith both Squire and dwarfe did tomble 
downe 

Vnto the earth, and lay long while in senselesse | 
swownc. I 

Whereat the Prince full wrath, his strong right 
hand 

In full auengement heaued vp on hie, 

And stroke the Pagan with his steely brand 
So sore, that to his saddle bow thereby 
He bowed low, and so a while did lie : 

And sure had not his massie yron mace 
Betwixt him and his hurt bene happily, 

It would haue cleft him to the girding place, 
Yet as it was, it did astonish him long space. 
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But when he to himselfe returnd againe, 

All full of rage he gan to curse and sweare, 
And vow bv Makoune that he should be slainc. 
With that nis murdrous mace he vp did reare. 
That seemed nought the souse thereof could 
beare, 

And therewith smote at him with all his might. 
But ere that it to him approched neare, 

The royall child with readie quicke foresight, 
Did shun the proofe thereof and it auoyded 
light. 

But ere his hand he could rccure araine, 

To ward his bodie from the bulefuil stound. 

He smote at him with all his might andmaine, 
So furiously, that ere he wist, he found 
His head before him tombling on the ground. 
The whiles his babling ton^edid yet blaspheme 
And curse his God, mat did him so confound ; 
The whiles his life ran foorth in bloudiestreame 
His souL* descended downe into the Stygian 

reame. . 
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Which when that Squire beheld, he woxe full glad 
To see his foe breath out his spright in vaine : 
But thatsamcdwarferightsorieseem dandsad, 
And howld aloud to see his Lord there sloine, 
And rent his liaire and scratcht liis face for 
paine. 

Then gan the Prince at leasure to inquire 
Of all the accident, there hapned plaine, 

And what he was, whose eyes did Bame with fire ; 
AU which was thus tohim d^lared by that Squire. 
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This mighde man (quoth be) whom you haue 
slaine. 

Of an hu^ Geauntesse whylome was bred ; 
And by his strength rule to himselfe did gaine 
Of many Nations into thraldome led. 

And mightie kingdomes of his force adred ; 
Worn yet he conquer'd not by bloudie fight, 
Ne hostea of men with banners brode dispred, 
But by the powre of his infectious sight. 

With which ne killed all, that came within his 
might. ^ 

Ne was he euer vanquished afore. 

But euer vanquisht all, with whom he fought ; 
Newasthere man so strong, but hedowne bore, 
Ne woman yet so faire, but he her brought 
Vnto his bay, and captiued her thought. 

For most of strength and beautie his desire 
Wasspoyle tomake,and wast them vnto nought , 
By casting secret Hakes of lustfull fare 
From his fdse eyes, into their harts and parts 
entire. 
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Therefore Corjlambo was he cald aright, 
Though namelessc there his bodie now doth lie, 
Yet hath he left one daughter that is hight 
The faire Pceana ; who seemes outwardly 
So faire, as euer yet saw Uuing eie : 

And were her vertue like her beautie bright, 
She were as faire as any vnder skie. 

But ah she giuen is to vaine delight. 

And eke too loose of life, and eke of loue too 
light. 

.So as it fell there was a gentle Squire, 

Tliat lou’d a Ladie of nigh parentage, 

But for his meane degree might not aspire 
To match so high , her friends with counsell sage, 
Dissuaded her from such a disparage. 

But she, whose hart to loue was wholly lent. 
Out of his hands could not redeeme her g^ige 
But firmely following her first intent, 
Resolu’d withhim to wend,gainstall her f rien<Js 
consent. 
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So twixt themselues they pointed timeand place* 
To which when he according did repoirc, 

An hard mishap and disauentrous case 
Him chaunst ; in stead of his MmUa faire 
This Gyants sonne, that lies there on the Lire 
An h^lcssc heape, him vnawares there 
caught. 

And all dismayd through merrilesBC despaire, 
Him wretched thrall vnto hhdongeonbro^h 
Where he remaines, ol tU vnsuccour'd and 
vnsougbt. 
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tliii Gyant* dtugbttt came vpon a day 
Vata the pnson in her toyous glee, 

To view UM thials, which there in bondage 
lay: 

Amongst the R$t she chaunced there to see 
This louely swaine the ^uire of low degree ; 
To whom she did her liking lightly cast, 

And wooed him her paramour to bee : 

From day to dayshe woo’d and prayd him fast, 
And lor ms loue him promist lil^rtie at last. 


He though affide vnto a former loue, 

To whcJn his faith he firmely ment to hold, 
Yet seeing not how thence he mote remoue, 
But by that meanes, which fortune did vnfold, 
Her ^raunted loue, but witli affection cold 
To win her grace his libertie to get. 

Yet she him still detaines in captiuc hold. 
Fearing least if she should him freely set, 

He would her shortly Icaue, and former loue 
forget. 

Yet so much fauour s^e to him hath hight, 
Aboue the rest, that he sometimes may space 
And walke about her gardens of delight, 
Hauing a keeper still with him in place, 
Wliich keeper is this Dwarfe, her dearling base. 
To whom the keyes of cuery prison dore 
By her committ^ be, of spcciall grace, 

And at his will may whom ne list restore, 

And whom he list reseruc, to be afflicted more. 


Wlicreof when tydinw came vnto mine eare. 
Full inly sorie for tne feruent zcale, 

Wiich I to him as to my soule did b^re ; 

I thether went where I did lon^ conceale 
My selfe, till that the Dwarfe did me reueale, 
And told hb Dame, her Squire of low degree 
Did secretly out of her prbon stealc ; 

For me he did mbtake that Squire to bee ; 
For ncuer two so like did liuing creature see. 
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^ before her brought, 

Wio through the likenesse of ray outward hew, 
likewise beguiled in her thought, 
blame roe much for being so vntrew, 

Tp seeke by flight her fellowship t ’eschew, 
lou’d me deare, as dearest thing aliue. 
Whence she oororoaunded me to prison new ; 
'^^bereof I glad did not gainesay nor striuc, 
luflred that same Dwarfe roc to her don- 
8«ondriuc. 


There did I flnde mine onely faitbfull frend 
In beauy plight and sad perpiexitie ; 
Whereof I sorie, yet my selfc did bend. 

Him to recomfort with my companie. 

But him the more agreeu d I found thereby : 
For all his ioy, he said, in that distresse 
Was mine and hb Mmylias libertie. 

Mmylia well he lou’d, as 1 mote ghesse ; 

Vet greater loue to me then her he did professc. 

58 

But I with better reason him auiz'd, 

And shew’d him how through error and 
mis'thought 

Of our like persons eath to be disguiz'd. 

Or hb exchange, or freedome might be 
wrought. 

Whereto full loth was he, nc would for ought 
Consent, that I who stood all fcarelessc free, 
Should wilfully be into thraldome brought, 
Till fortune did perforce it so decree. 

Yet ouerrul’d at last, he did to me agree. 
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The morrow next about tlie wonted howre, 
The Dwarfe cald at the doore of Amyas, 

To come forthwith vnto his Ladies bowre. 

In steed of whom forth came 1 Placihs^ 

And vndiscerned, forth with him did pas. 
There with great ioyance and with gladsome 

Of faire Pxana I rcceiued was, 

And oft imbrast, as if that I were hcc, 

And with kind words accoyd, vowing great 
loue to mec. ^ 

Which I, that was not bent to former loue, 

/\s was my friend, tliat liad her long ref usd, 
Did well accept, as well it did bchoue, 

And to the present neede it wisely vsd. 

My former nardnesse first 1 faire excusd ; 
And after prombt large amends to make. 
With such smooth termes her error I abusd, 
To my friends good, more then for mine owne 
sake, 

For whose sole libertie I loue and life did stake. 
61 

Thenceforth I found more fauour at Iwr hand, 
That toher Dwarfe, which had mcinhis charge, 
She bad to lighten my too hcauie band, 

And graunt more scope tome to walke at large. 

So on a day os by the flowrie marp ^ 

Of a fresh streamc I with that Elle did pUy, 
Finding no meanes bow I might vi enlarge, 
But if that Dwarfe I could wih me conuay, 

I lightly snatcht him vp, and with me bore away. 
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Thereat he shrickt aloud, that with his cry 
The Tyrant sclfe came forth with yelling bray, 
And me pursew’d ; but nathemore would I 
Forgoe tne purchase of my gotten pray, 

But haue perforce him hether brought away. 
Thus as they talked, loe where nigh at hand 
Those Ladiestwoyetdoubtfull through dismay 
In presence came, desirous t’vnderstand 
Tydings of all, which there had hapned on the 
land. 

Where soone as sad Mmylia did espie 
Her captiue louers friend, young Placidas ; 
All mindlesse of her wonted modestie, 

She to him ran, and him with streight embras 
Enfolding said. And Hues yet Amyas ? 

Me Hues (quoth he) and his Mmylia loues. 
Then lesse (said she) by all the woe I pas, 
Withwhichmyweakerpatiencefortuneproues. 
But what mishap thus long liim fro my selfe 
remoues ? 
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Then gan he all this storie to renew, 

And tell the course of his captiuitie ; 

That her deare hart full deepely made to rcw, 
And sigh full sore, to heare the miscrie. 

In which so long he mercilesse did lie. 

Then after many teares and sorrowes spent, 
She deare besought the Prince of remedie : 
Who thereto did with readic will consent, 
And well perform’d, as shall appeare b^ his 
euent. 

Cant. IX. 

COC'X'XOCOC'XOCOCOC-XOCOC'XOC'J 
The Squire of low decree releast 
Pceana lakes to wife : 

Britomart fighies with many Kmghis, 
Prince Arthur stmts their strife. 

Hard is the doubt, and difficult to deeme. 
When all three kinds of loue together meet. 
And doe dispart the hart with powre extreme. 
Whether shall weigh the balance downe ; to 
weet 

The deare affection vnto kindred sweet. 

Or raging fire of loue to woman kind. 

Or ceale friends combynd with vertues meet. 
But of them all the band of vertuous mind 
Me seemes the gentle hart should most assured 
bind. 
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For naturall affection soone doth cesse. 

And quenched is with Cupids greater flame : 
But faithfull friendship doth them both 
suppresse, 

And them with maystring disciplinedoth tame, 
Through thoughts aspyring to etemall fame! 
For as the soule doth rule the earthly masse, 
And all the seruice of the bodie frame, 

.So loue of soule doth loue of bodie passe, 
Noles-se then perfect gold surmounts themeanest 
brasse. 
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All which who list by tryall to assay. 

Shall in this storie find approued plainc ; 

In which these Squires true friendship more 
did sway. 

Then either care of parents could refraine, 
Or loue of fairest Ladie could constraine. 

For though Poeana were as faire as morne, 
Yet did this trustie Squire with proud disdainc 
For his friends sake her off red touours scorne, 
And she her selfe her syre, of whom she was 
yl)orne. ^ 

Now after that Prince Arthur graunted had, 
To yecldstrong succour to that gentle swayne, 
Wlio now long time had lyen in prison sad, 
He gan aduise how best he mote darrayne 
That eiiterprize, for greatest glories gayne. 
That headltssc tyrants tronke he reard from 
ground, 

And hauing yrnipt the head to it agayne, 
Vpon his vsuall beast it firmely bound, 

And made it so to ride, as it aliue was found. 

Then did he take that chaced Squire, and la\d 
Before the ryder, as he captiue were, [ayd, 
And made his Dwarfe, though with vnwillmf 
To guide the beast, that did his maister bearc. 
Till to his castle they approched neare. [ward 
Whom when the watoi, that kept continuall 
Sawcomminghome ;all voideof doubtfull feare, 
He running downe, the gate to him vnbard ; 
Whom straight the Prince ensuing, in together 
far’d. 
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There he did find in her delitious bourc 
The faire Pceana playing on a Rote, 
Complayning of her cruell Paramoure, 

And singing all her sorrow to the note. 

As she had learned readily by rote. 

That with the sweetnesse of her rare delight, 
The Prince halfe rapt, b^an on her to dote ; 
Till better him bethinking of the right, 

I He her vnwares attacht, and captiue held by 
I might. 
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Vhencebeing forth produc’d, when sheperceiued 
Her ownc deare sire, she cald to him for aide. 
But when of him no aunswere she receiued, 

But saw him scncclesse by the Squire vpstaide, j 
She weened well, that then she was betraide : 
Then gan she loudly cry, and weepe,and wailc, I 
And that same Squire of treason to vpbraide. 1 
But all in vaine, her plaints might not preuaile, 
k none there was to reskue her, ne none to 
bade. 
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ihen tooke he that same Dwarfe, and him com* 
To open vnto him the prison dore, [peld 
And forth to bring those thrals, which there 
he held. 

Thence forth were brought to him .iboue a score 
Of Knightsand Sq^uires to him vnknowncaforc : 
All which he did from bitter bondage free. 

And vnto former liberty restore. 

Amongst the rest, that Squire of low degree 
Came forth full weake and wan, not like him 
selfc to bee. 

^Vhom soone as faire Mmylia beheld, 

And Placidas, they both vnto him ran, 

•^d him embracing fast betwixt them held, 
Siriuing to comfort him all that they can, 

And kissing oft his visage pale and wan. 

faire Poeana them beholding both, 

Gan both enuy, and bitterly to ban ; 
rhrough iealous passion weeping inly wroth, 
To see the sight perforce, that Iwtli her eyes 
were loth. 
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when a while they had together becne. 

And diuersly conferred of their case, 

J^he, though full oft she both of them had scene 
sunder, yet not cucr in one place, 

^an to doubt, when she them saw embrace, 
Whichwas thecaptiue Squireshc lou'dsodeare, 
I^aiued through great Ukenesse of their face, 
they so like in person did appeare, 
l^t she vneath discerned, whether whether 


^1 f kc the Prince, when as he them auized, 
like rcsemblaunce much admired there, 
mazd how nature had so well disguized 
ler worke, and counterfet her selfc so nere, 

, ‘‘ that by one patteme scene somewhere, 
n it ^ ^bem made a paragone to be, 

.J ‘'‘hetlwr it through skill, or errour were. 

kmg, at them much wondred he, 
theotner ki^bts and Squires, which him 
see. 
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Then gan they ransacke that same Castlestroog, 
In which he found great store of hoorded 
threasure, 

The which tliat tyrant gathered had by wrong 
And tortiouspowre, without respecter measure. 
Vpon all which die Briton Prince made seasure , 
And afteiwards continu'd there a while, 

To rest him selfe, and solace in soft pleasure 
Those weaker Ladies after weary toilc ; 

To whom he did diuide part of his purchast 
spoilc. 

And for more ioy, that captiiie Lady faire 
The faire Pceam he enlarged free ; 

And by the rest did set in sumptuous chaire, 
To feast and frollicke ; nathemore would she 
Shew gladsome countenaunce nor pleasaunt 
glee : 

But gricued was for losse both of her sire, 
And eke of Lordship, with both land and fee : 
But most she touclied was with griefe entire, 
For losse of her new loue, the hope of her desire. 
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But fier the Prince through his well wonted grace, 
To better termes of myldnesse did entreat, 
From that fowlerudcncssc,whichdidherdcfacf; 
And that same bitter corsiuc, which did eat 
Her tender heart , and made ref raine from meat , 
He with good thewesand speaches well applyde, 
Did mollifie, and calme her racing heat. 

For though she were most faire, and goodly 
dyde. 

Yet she it all did mar with cruelty and pride. 

And for to shut vp all in friendly loue, 

.Sith loue was first the ground or all her griefe, 
Tliat trusty Suuire he wisely well did moue 
Nottodespisetnat dame, which lou’d himliefe, 
Till he had made of her some better priefe, 
But to accept her to his wedded wife. 

Tlicrcto he ofTred for to make him chiefe 
Of all her land and lordship during life ; 

He yeelded, and her tooke ; so stinted all their 

strife. , 
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From that day forth in peace and ioyous blil, 
They liu’d together long without debate, 

Ne priuatc iarre, nc spite of enemis 
Could sliake the safe assuraunce of their state. 
And she whom Nature did so faire acate, 
That she mote match the fairest of her daics, 
Yet with lewd loucs and lust intemperate 
Had it defaste ; thenceforth reformdhcrwaia. 
'That all men much admyrde her change, im 
spake her praise, 
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Thus whca the Prince had perfectly compyide 
These paires of friends in peace and setled rest, 
Him selfe, whose minde did trauell as with 
chylde, 

Of hi» old loue, conceau’d in secret brest. 
Resolued to pursue tiis former quest ; 

And taking leaue of all, with him did beare 
Faire Amaret, whom Fortune by bequest 
Had left in his protection whileare, 
Exchanged out of one into an other feare. 
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Feare of her safety did her not constraine, 

For well she wist now in a mighty bond, 

Hci person late in perill, did rernaine, 

Who able was all oaungers to withstood. 

But now in feare of shame she more did stond, 
Seeing her selfe all soly succourlesse, 

Left in the victors powre, like vassall bond ; 
Whose willherweakencsse could no way represse, 
In case his burning lust should breake into 
excesse. 
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But cause of feare sure had she none at all 
Of him, who ipodly learned had of yore 
The course of loose affection to forstall, 

And lawlesse lust to rule with reasons lore 
That all the while he by his side her bore, 
She was as safe as in a Sanctuary ; 

Thus many miles they two togetner wore, 

To seeke their loues dispersed diuersly, 

Yet neither shewed to other their lieartspriuity. 
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Atlength they came, whereasatroupe of Knights 
They saw together skirmishing, as seemcil : 
Sixe they were all, all full of fell despight. 
But foure of them the battell best beseemed. 
That which of them was best, mote not be 
deemed. 

Those foure were they, from whom false Fhri- 
tnell 

By Brai%adochio lately was redeemed. 

To weet, Sterne Druon, and lewd Claribell, 
Louc-lauish Blandamour, and lustfull ParidfU. 
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Druons delight vras all in single life, 

And vnto Ladies loue would lend no leasure ; 
The more was Claribell enraged rife 
With feruent flames, and louedout of measure : 
3o eke lou'd Blandamour^ but yet at pleasure 
Would diange hi ^ I iki ng.andnew Lemansproue : 
But ParidfU of loue did make no threasure, 
But lusted after all, that him did moue. 

So diuersly these foure disposed were to loue. 
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But those two other which beside them sto 
Were BrilomarU and sentk Scudamour, 
Whoall the while beheld their wrathful! mtx 
And wondred at their impocable stoure. 
Whose like they neuer saw till tliat same hoi 
So dreadfull strokes each did at oilier dn 
And laid on load with all their might and po^ 
As if that euery dint the ghost would riu< 
Out of their wretched corses, and their li 
depriue. 
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As when Dan JEolus in great displeasure, 
For losse of his dcarc loue by Neplune her 
Sends forth the winds out of bis hid 
threasure, 

Vpon the sea to wreake his fell intent ; 
They breaking forth with rude vnrulimcni 
F rom allfoure parts of heauen doe rage full s< 
Andtosse the aeepes,and teare the firmamc 
And all the world confound with wide vpn 
As if in stead thereof they Chaos would mu 
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Cause of their discord, and so fell debate, 
Was for the loue of that same snowy maid 
Whome they had lost in Turneyment of Li 
And seeking long, to weet which way shestra 
Met here together, where through lewd vpbra 
Of Ale and Duessa they fell out. 

And each one taking part in othei*s aide, 
This cniell conflict raised there.ihx>ut, 
Whose dangerous successe depended yet in do 

For sometimes PartdtU and Blandamour 
The better had, and bet the others backc, 
Eftsoones the others did the field reaiurc, 
And on their foes did worke full crucll wrad 
Yet neither would their fiendlike fury slac 
But euermore their malice did augment ; 
Till that vneath they forced were for beb 
Of breath, their raging rigour to relent. 
And rest themselues for to recouer spirits spe 

I 26 

TTiere gan they change their sides, and d 
parts take ; 

For ParideU did take to Druons side, 

For old despight, which now forth newlv hn 
Gainst Blandamour^ whom alwaies he enuK 
And Blandamour to ClanbeU relide. 

So all afresh gan former fight renew. 

As when two &irkes, this caried with the ti 
Tliat with the wind, contrary course sew, 
If wind and tide doe change, their cou^ 
change anew. 
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llieocefortb they much ipore furiously gan fare, 
As if then the battell had begonne, 
Neheiineubright,ne hawberksstrongdids^e^ 
That through the dUts the vermeil bloud out 
e, 

a^wne their riuen sides did ronne. 
Such mortall malice, wonder was to sec 
In friends profvSt.and so ^reat outrage donne: 
But sooth Is said, and tride in each degree. 
Faint friends when they fall out, most cruell 
fomenbce. ^ 

Ihus they long while continued in fight, 

Till ScudamouTf and that same Briton maide, 
By fortune in that place did chance to li^t : 
Wbomsooncasthey with wrathfull cie bewraide, 
They gan remember of the fowle vpbraide, 
The which that Britonesse had to them donne. 
In that late Turney for the snowy maide ; 
Where she had them both shamefully fordonnc, 
And eke the famous prize of beauty from them 
wonne. 

29 

tftsoones all burning with a fresh desire 
Of fell reuenge, in their malicious mood 
They from them sclues gan turne their furious 
ire, 

Andcruellblades yetsteeming with whoi bloud, 
\)?ainst those two let driue, as they were wood : 
Who wondring much at that so sodaine fit, 
Yet nought dismayd, them stoutly well with- 
stood ; 

Ne vcelded foote, ne once abackc did flit, 
kil being doubly smitten likewise doubly srait. 

.30 

nc warlike Dame was on her part assaid, 

Of ClariMl and Blandamour attone ; 

And Pandell and Druon fiercely laid 
At Scudamur, botii his profes^ fone. 

Foure charged two, and two surcharged one ; 
Yet did tho^twothemseluessobraudybeare, 
jhat the other litlc gained bv the lone, 

repayca duely weare, 

^ vsury withall: suchgame wasgottea dcare. 

'[11 oftentimes did Britomart assay 
1 ospeaketo them, and someem parlance moue ; 
put they for nou^t their cruell hands would 

I _«ay, 

1 ^^ knd an earc to ought, that might behoue, 
^hen an eager mastiffe once doth proue 
t»e tast of bloud of some engored b^t, 
"'ords may rate, nor rigour him remoue 
L nold of that his blouddy feast : 

tlid they hc&xken to her sweet behcast. 


Whom when the Briton Prince a farre beheld 
With ods of so vnequall match opprest. 

His mighty heart with indi^tion sweld, 
And inward grudw fild his heroicke bresi : 
Eftsoones him seUe he to their aide addrest, 
And thrusting fierce into the thickest prcacc, 
Diuided them, how euer loth to rest. 

And would them faine from bat tell tosurceasse, 
With gentle words perswading them to friendly 
peace. 

33 

But they so farre from peace or patience were, 
That all at once at him gan fiercely flic, 

And lay on load, as they him downe would beare; 
Like to a stonne, whicli houers vnder skie 
Long hcrcand there,and round aboutdoth Stic, 
At length breakes dowoc in raine, and haile, 
and sleet, 

First from one coast, till nought thereof be drie; 
And then another, till that likewise fleet ; 
And so from side to side dllall tlie world it weet. 

34 

But now their forces greatly were decayd, 

The Prince yet being fresh vntoucht afore ; 
Who them with s{)caches mildc gan first 
disswadc 

From such foulc outrage, and them long forbore; 
TillseeipgthcmthroughsulTi^ccliartnedmorc, 
Him selfe he bent their furies to abate, 

And layd at them so sharpely and so sore, 
That shortly them compellco to retrate, 

And being brought in daunger, to relent too late. 

But now his courage ^ing throughly fired. 

He ment to make them know their follies prise, 
Had not those two him instantly desired 
T’asswagehis wrath ,and pardon thdrmesprise. 
At whose request he gan him selfe aduise 
To stay his hand, and of a truce to treat 
In milder tcarmes, as list them to deuiie : 
Mongst which the cause of their so cruell heat 
He did them askc, who all that passed gan 

And told at large how that same errant Knight, 
To weet faire BrUomari, them late had foyled 
In open turney, and by wrongfull fight 
Both of their publickc praise had them de- 
spoyled, 

And also of their priuate knicf beguyled. 

Of two full hard to read the harder theft. 

But she that wrongf u 1 1 challenge sooneav oy led, 
And shew'd that she had not that I^y reft, 
(As tliey f u(^x)sd) but her had to her liking left 
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To whom the Prince thus goodly well replied ; 
Certes sir Knight, ye seemen much to blame, 
To rip vp wrong, that battell once hath tried ; 
Wherein the honor both of Armes ye shame, 
And eke the loue of Ladies foule defame ; 

To whom the world this franchise euer yeelded, 
That of their loues choise tliey might freedom 
dame. 

And in that right should by all knights be 
shielded : 

Gainst which me seemes this war ye wrongfully 
haue wielded. 

38 

And yet (quoth she) a greater wrong remaines : 
For I thereby my former loue haue lost, 
Whom seeking euer since with endlesse paincs, 
Hath me much sorrow and much trauell cost ; 
Aye me to see that gentle maide so tost. 

But Scudamour then sighing deepe, thus saide, 
Certes her losse ought me to sorrow most, 
Whose right she is, where euer she be straide, 
TTirough many perils wonne, and many fortunes 
waide. 

39 

For from the first that I her loue profest, 

Vnto this houre, this present lucklessc howre, 
1 ncuer ioyed happinesse nor rest, 

But thus turmoiid from one to other stowre, 

1 wast my life, and doe my dales deuowre 
In wretched anguishe and int'cssant woe. 
Passing the measure of my feeble powre, 

That liuing thus, a wretch and louing so, 

I neither can my loue, nc yet my life forgo. 

40 

Then good sir ClartbfU him thus bespakc, 

Now were it not sir Scudamour to you 
Dislikcfull paine, so sad a taske to take, 
Mote we entreat you, sith this gentle crew 
Is now so well accxirded all anew ; 

That as we ride together on our way, 

Ye will recount to vs in order dew 
All that aduenture, which ye did assay 
For that fairc Ladies loue: piist jx'rilswellapay. 

4* 

So gan the rest him hkewi'^e to require. 

But Briiomart did him importune hard, 
Totakeonhimthtttjiaine: whose great desire 
He glad to satisfie, him selfe prepar’d 
To tell through wliat misfortune ne had far’d, 
In that atchicuement, as to him befell. 

And all those daungers vnto them declar’d. 
Which sith they cannot in this Canto well 
Comprised be, I will them in another tell. 


Cani, X. 

Scudamour doth his conquest tell, 

Of vertuous Amoret : 

Great Venus Temple ts desatb'd. 

And louers Itfe forth set. 

1 

True he it said, what euer man it sayd, 

That loue with gall and hony doth abound, 
But if the one be with the other wayd, 

For euery dram of hony therein found, 

A pound of gall doth ouer it redound. 

'rhat I too true by triall haue approued : 

For since the day that first with deadly woum 
My heart was launcht, and learned tohauc loued 
1 ncuer ioyed howre, but still with care wa; 
moued. ^ 

And yet such grace is muen them from alK)uf 
Tliat all the cares ana euill which they meet 
May nought at all their sctled mindes rrrnout 
But seeme gainst common sence to them mtet 
sweet ; 

As hosting in their martyrdome vnmeet. 

So all that euer yet I liauc endured, 

1 count as naught, and tread downe vnder fett 
Since of my loue at length I rest assured, 
That to disloyalty she will not be allurc<) 

3 

IxMig were to tell the trauell and long toilt. 
ITirough which this shield of loue 1 Lie h.T.je 
wonne, 

And purchased this peerelesse beauties 
That harder may be ended, then begonnt. 
But since yc so desire, your will be dnnnc 
Then hearkc ye gentle knights and Lidi' *- 
My hard mishaps, that yc may k.irix' u 
shonne ; 

For though sweet loue to conquer glorious U<'. 
Yet is the paine thereof much greater then t! < 

What time the fame of this renowmed pri^ 
Flew first abroad, and all mens eares 
I hauing armes then taken, gan anise 
To win ne me honour by some noble gest, 
And purchase me some place amongst the bes* 
I boldly thought (so young mens thoughts ar? 
bold) 

That this same braue eraprizc for me did rji- 
And that both shield and she whom I 
Might be my lucky lot ; sith all by lot we boW 
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So on.tliat hard aduenture forth I went, 

And to the place of perill shortly came. 

That was a temple faire and auncient, 

Which of great mother Venus bare tlie name, 
And farre renowmed through exceeding fame ; 
Much more then that, which was in Paphos 
built, 

Or that in Cyprwr, both long since this same, 
Though all the pillours of the one were guilt. 
And all the others paucmeni were aith yuory 
spUt. j 

And it was seated in an Island strong, 
Abounding all with dclices most rare, 

.And wall’d by nature gainst inuiiders wrong. 
That none mote haueaca*sse,nor inward fare, 
But by one way, that f^sage did prepare. 

It was a bridge ybuilt in go^ly wizc, 

With curious Corbes and pendants grauen faire. 
And arched all with prehes, did arize 
On stately pillours, fram’d after the Dorirke 
guize. ^ 

And for defence thereof, on tli'other end 
There reared was a castle fairo ;ind strong, 
That warded all whidi in or out did wend, 
.And tUncked both the bridges sides along, 
Gainst all that would it fainc to force or wrong 
And therein wonned twenty valLuit Knights , 
All twen^ tride in warres ex|)cricnre long ; 
Whose office was, against all manner wights 
By all meancs to maintaine that castcis ancient 
rights. g 

Ik fore that Castle was an opm ()laine, 

And in the midst thereof a piller placed ; 

On which this shield, of many sought in vaine, 
The shield of I^ue, whose guerdon me Imth I 
graaxl, 

Waslmn^ on high with golden ribbands laced ; 
And in the marble stone was written this, 
With golden letters goodly well endiaced, 
Slewed the man that well can vse his bits : 
Whose euet be the shield, Jatre Amoret be hts, 

W'ich when I red, my heart did inly came, 

And pant with hope of that aduentures hap ; 

stayed further newes thereof to learnc, 

]^t with my speare vpon the shield did rap, 
all the castle ringed with the clap, 
wight forth issewd a Knight all arm’d to 
proofe, 

"^braudy mounted to his most mishap 
Who 8ta3dng nought to question from aloofe, 
^ ocrcc at me, that fire glaunst from his 
>Ww»hoo«e. 


I Whom boldly 1 encountred (as I could) 
j And by good fortune shortly him vnseated. 

[ Eftsoones out sprung two more of equall 
[ mould ; 

But I them both with equall hap defeated : 
.So all the twenty I likewise entreated. 

And left them groning there vpon the pluine. 
Then preacing to the pilloiir I repealed 
The read thereof for guerdon of my poinc, 
And taking downe the shield, with me did it 
retaine. 

1 1 

So forth without inqiediment I past. 

Till to the Bridges vt ter gate I oinie : 

The which I found sure \(h kt and choiiu*!! fust 
I knockt, but no man aimswred me by name : 
I cald, but no man answerd to my rlanu*. 

Yet I |jerseuer’d still to kiiockc and c^U, 

Till at the last I spide within the same, 
Wherconesl(Xxl p< ej)ing through acreiiissmall, 
To whom I raid aloud, halfc angry therewithall 

la 

lliat was to weet the Porter of the place, 

Vnto whose trust the charge thereof was lent 
His name was Doubt, that had a double fair, 
Th’one forward lookmg, th'othcr backcwiircl 
bent, 

Tlicrein resembling lanus auncient, 

Which hath in charge the ingate of the ycare ; 
And cuennore his eyes about him went, 

As if some proued perill he did fearc, 

' Or did misdoubt some ill, whose cause did not 
appeare. 

On th’onc side he, on tn’other sate Delay, 
Behinde the gate, tliat none her might espy 
Wliose manner was all passengers to slay. 
And entertame with her occasions tly, 
Through which somelost greathope vnheedily, 
Wliich neuer they rccouer might uaine ; 

And others ouitc excliidid forth, md ly 
Long lanpuidiing there in vnpittied poinc. 
And seeking often entraunce, afterwards in 
vaine. 

14 

Me when as he had priuily espide, 

Bearing the shield which I had conquerd late, 
He kend it streight, ^d to roc orxrmd wide. 
So in I post, aixfstreight he dosa the gate 
But being in, Delay in dose awaite 
Caught hold on me, and thought my steps to 
stay, 

Feigning full many a fond excuse to prate, 
And time to stcale, tl»e threasure of mans day, 
Whose smallest minute lost no ricbet reod^ 

maT. 
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But by no mcanes my way I would forslow, 
For ought that eucr she could doe or say, 

But from my lofty steede dismounting low. 
Past forth on footc, beholding all the way 
The goodly workes, and stones of rich assay, 
Cast into sundry shapes by wondrous skill, 
That like on earth no where I recken may : 
And vnderneath, the riuer rolling still 
With murmurc soft, that seem’d to scrue the 
workmans will. 

16 

Thence forth I passed to the second gate, 

The Gate oj ^ood desert, whose goodly pride 
And costly frame, were long here to relate. 
The same to all stoode alwaies Ofx'n wide ; 
But in the Porch did euermore abide 
An hideous Giant, dreadfull to behold, 

Tliat stopt the entraunce with his spacious 
stride. 

And with the terrour of his countenance bold 
Full many did all ray, that else fame enter would. 

17 

His name was Daunger dreaded otter all, 

Who day and night did watch and duelv ward, 
From fcarefull cowards, entrance to forstall, 
Andfaint-htart-fooks,whomslKwof{)erillhard 
Could territie from Fortunes faire adward : 
For oftentimes faint hearts at first e^piall 
Of his grim face, were from apjiroaching scard ; 
Vnworthy they of grace, whom one deniall 
Excludes from fairest hope, withouten further 
triall. 

18 

Yet many doughty warriours, often tride 
In greater perils to be stout and bold. 

Durst not the sternnesse of his looke abide. 
But soone as they his countenance did behold, 
Began to faint, and feele tlieir corage cold. 
Againe some otlier, that in hard assaies 
Werecowardsknowne,and liilccounl did hold, 
Either through gifts, or guile, or such like waics. 
Crept in by stouping low, or stealing of the kaics. 

19 

But I though meanest man of many moe, 

Yet much disdaining vnto him to lout, 

Or creepe betweene his legs, so in to goe, 
Rcsolu’d him to assault with manhood stout, 
And either beat him in, or driue him out. 
Eftsoones aduauncing that enchaunted shield. 
With all my might 1 gan to lay about : 
Which when he saw, the glaiue which he did 
wield 

He ganforthwith t’auale,and way vntomeyield. 


20 

So as I entred, I did backeward looke, 

For feaje of harme, that might lie hidden there ; 
And loc his hindparts, whereof heed I tooke, 
Much more deformed fcarefull vgly were, 
Then all his former parts did earst appere. 
For hatred, murther, treason, and despight, 
With many moe lay in ambushment there, 
Awayting to entrap the warelessc wight. 
Which did not them preuent with vigilant 
foresight. 

21 

Thus hauing past all perill, I was come 
Within the compasse of that Islands space , 
The which did seeme vnto my simple doome 
The onely pleasant and dclightfull place. 
That euer troden was of footings trace. 

For all tliat nature by her mother wit 
Could frame in earth, and forme of substance 
base, 

W.is there, and all that nature did omit, 

Art playing second natures jxirt, supplyed it 

22 

No tree, that is of count, in greenewood grower, 
From lowest luniper to Ceder tall. 

No (lowre in field, that daintie odour thrower, 
And dcckcs his branch with blossomes out rail. 
But there was planted, or grew naturall ; 

Nor sense of man so coy and curious nice, 
But there mote find to please it selfe t\itli.ill , 
Nor hart could wish for any queirit deuict. 
But there it present was, and did frailc set.se 
entice. 

In such luxurious plentie of all pleasure. 

It seem’d a second paradise to ghesse, 

So laui«hly enricht with natiirrs threasiirf, 
That if the happie soules, which doe posscsse 
Th’Elysian fields, and hue in lasting blcsse. 
Should happen this with liuing eye to «ce. 
They soone would loath their lesser liappinesst , 
And wish to life return’d againe to bee, 

Tliat in this ioyous place they mote h.au( 
ioyance free. 

24 

Fresh shadowes, fit to shroud from sunny ray . 
Faire lawnds, to take the sunne in season dew , 
Sweet springs, in which a thousand Nynif)!'" 
did play ; 

Soft romblingbrookes, that gentleslomberdrew, 
High reared mounts, the lands about to vew , 

Lowlookingdale8,dislotgTK] from cormnongazt . 

Dclightfull Dowres, to solace louers trew ; 
False Labyrinthes, fond runners eyes to daif ; 
All which by naturemadedid nature 8clfeama«- 
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And al) without were walkes and allcyes dight 
With diuers trees^ enrang'd in euen rankes ; 
And here and there were pleasant arbors pight, 
Andshadie seates, and sundry flowring bankes, 
To sit and rest the walkers wearie shankes. 
And therein thousand payres of louers walkt, 
Praysing their god, and ycelding him great 
tiunkes, 

Ne euer ought but of their true loues talkt, 

Nc cuer for rebuke or blame of any balkt. 

26 

All these together by themselues did sport 
Their spotlessc pleasures, and sweet loues con- 
tent 

Ikit farre away from these, another sort 
Of louers lincked in true harts consent ; 

Winch loued not as these, for like intent, 

Hut on chast vertue grounded their desire, 
P'arrc from all fraud, or fayned blandishment ; 
Which in their spirits kindling zealous fire, 
Hraue thoughts and noble deedes did euermorc 
aspire. 

S jch were great Herciilfs, and Ilylas dcare ; 
Trew lotuilharij and Dawd trustie tryde ; 

Stout Theseus, and Pinthous his f(.*are ; ! 

Pylaits and Orestes by his syde ; 

Mvid Tttus and Gesippus without pryde ; 
Ihmonm] Pv/Amrwhomdealhcould not scuer : 
\11 these ana all that cuer had l)ene tyde 
hi bands of friendship, there did liue for euer, 
lilies althoughderay 'd, yet loues decayed 

ncucr. o 

28 

”1uch when as I, that neuer tasted blis. 

Nor hanpic howre, beheld with gazefull eye, 

1 1 hough t there was none other heauen then this; 
Aiid gan their endlesse happincssc enuye, 
being free from fearc and gealosye, 

Miijht frankely therctheir louesdcsirepossessc; 
‘Oiliest 1 1 li rough jiaincs and ncrlousic-opardie, 
'V,« forst to seeke my lifes aeare patronessc ; 

M a h dearer be the things, which come through 
hard distresse. 

' ^ all those sights, and all tliat else I saw, 
•'ichl not my steps withhold, but that forth- 
right 

J nto that purposd place I did me draw, 
here as my loue was lodged day and night ; 
^ temple of great Venus, that is hight 
Queene of ^utie, and of loue the mother, 
worshipped of cucry lining wij^t ; 
hoee goodly workmanship tarrepast all other 
euer were on earth, all were they set 
together. 


Not that same famous Temple of Diane, 
Whose hight all Ephesus did ouersee, 

And which alM5ta sought with vowespropliane , 
One of the worlds seuen wonders sayd to bee, 
Might match with this by many a degree : 
Nor that, which that wise King of lurie framed. 
With endlesse cost, to be tli 'Almighties sec ; 
Nor all tliat else through all the world is named 
To all the heathen Gods, might like to this be 
I clamed. 

31 

I much admvring that so goodlv frame, 

Vnto the |)orch ajiprocht, which 0[ien stood ; 
But therein sate an amiable Dame, 

Tliat seem'd to be of very sober mcHxl, 

And in licrsemblant shewed great womanhood- 
Strange was her tyre ; for on her head a crowm 
She wore much like vnto a Danisk hood, 
Poudri*dwith|)carleandstonc,andallhergowii< 
Enwouen was with gold, that mught full low u 
downe. 

On either side of her, two v oung men stood, 
lioth strongly arm’d, as fearing one another ; 
Yet were they brethren botli of Iwlfe the blcKxi, 
Begotten by two fathers of one mother. 
Though of contraric natures each to other ; 
'Fhc one of them hight Ijoue, the other Pale, 
Hate was the elder, Uue the younger brother , 
Yet was the younger stronger in his stite 
Then th’cldcr, and him maystred still in ail 
debate. 


Nathlesse f hat Dame so well them tcmj>red both, 
Tliat she them forced hand to iovnc in hand, 
Albc that Hatted was thereto fulf loth, 

And turn’d his fare away, as he did stand, 
Vnwilhijg to l)ehold that lonely band. 

Yet she was of such grace and vert nous mijjht, 
Tlmt her commaundment he wuld not with 
stand, 

liut bit his lip for felonous despight, 

And gnasht his yron tu^-kes at that displeasing 

sigl... „ 

Concord she clecped was in common reed, 
Mother of blc-ssed Peace, and Fnend'-htp trew- ; 
They both her twins, both borne of heaucniy 


And she her selfe likewise diuincly grew ; 

The which right well herworkesd i u i ne d id shew: 
For strength, and wealth, and happinesse she 

lends. 

And strife, and warre, and anger docs subdew : 
Of litlc much, of foes she maketh frends, 

And to aflilkted minds tweet rest and quiet 
sends. 
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By her the heauen is la his course contained, 
And all the world in state vnmoued stands, 

As their Ahnightie maker first ordained, 

And bound them with inuiolable band-. ; 

KLse would the waters ouertlow the land'*, 
Andfiredeuouretheayre,undhellthemauij'ht, 
But that she holds them with her blessed hands. 
She is the nourse of pleasure and delight, 

And vnto Venus grace the gate dotli open right. 

By her I entring halfe dismayed was, 

But she in gentle wise me entertayned, 

And twixt her selfeand [joue did let me pas ; 
But Hatred would my entrance haue re* 
strayned. 

And with hiaclubmethreat ned lohauebrayned, 
Ila<l not the Ludio with her (Kiwrefull s|)ea(h 
ilim from hi.s wicked will vneath refrayned ; 
And th’other eke his mali<e did empeach, 

Till I was throughly past the penll of his reaeh 

37 

Into the inmost Temple tfuis I came, 

Which fuming all with frankeiiscnce I found, 
And odours rising from the altars Hame 
Vpon an hundred marble pillors round 
The r(X)fe vp high was reared from the ground, 
All deckt with crownes, and chaynes, and 
girlandsgav, 

And thousand prctious gift.s worth many 
a jXHind, 

The which sad loucrs for their vowos did pay , 
And all the ground was strow’d with flowres, as 
fresh as May. ^ 

An hundred Altars round afxiiit were set, 

All flaming with their sacriliC('S fire. 

That with the steme thereof the Temple swet. 
Which rould in clouds to heauen did aspire, 
And in them bore true loners \owes entire ; 
And eke an hundred brasen caudronN bright. 
To liath in ioy and amorous desire, 
h'oerv of which was toadam/ell hight ; 

Imr all the I'ricsts were damzeLs, m 'a)ft hnnen 
dight. 

Right in the midst the Goddesse selfe did stand 
V|)on an altar of some c<>>lK inasse. 

Whose substance was vneath to vnderstand . 
For neither prelious stone, nor duretull brasse. 
Nor shining gold, nor mouldring clay it was , 
Rut much more rare and pretious to esteemc, 
Ihirc in asjject, and like to chnstall glasse, 
Yet glasse was not. if one did rightly deeme. 
But being faire and brickie, likest glasse did 
seeme. 
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But it in shape and beautie did excell 
All other Idoles, which the heathen adore, 
Farre passing that, which by surpa.s.sing skill 
Phtdtas did make in Paphos Isle of yore. 
With which that wretched Greeke, that hto 
forlore, 

Did fall m loue : yet this much fairer shined. 
But couered witli a slender veile afore ; 

And both her feete and legs together twyned 
Were with a snake, whose head and tail weri 
fast combyikd. 

The cTiuse why she was couered with a vele, 
Was hard to know, for that her Priests thcvui.e 
From peoplf/s knowledge labour’d to coiirdc 
Ihit sooth it was not sure for womanish sli.imi . 
Norany blemish, which thcworkenioteblanu', 
But for, they s,iy, she hath both kinds in one. 
Both male and female, bc^th vnder one 
She syre and mother b her selfe alone, 
Ik’getsandckeconceiues,neneedeth other noiii 
42 

And all alxiiit her nerke and shoulders flew 
A flo( ke of litle loues, and sports, and io\(n, 
With nimble wings of gold and purple hew . 
Whose sha[xs seem’d not like to tcrn'stri.d! 
boyes. 

But like to Angels playing heauenly to\es , 
The whilest their eldest brother was aw.i\. 
Ciiptd their eldest brother ; he enioyes 
The wide kingdomc of loue with l/or(ll> 

And to his Liw com[x:ls all creatures to obay 

4,1 

And all about her altar scattered lay 
Great sorts of loucrs piteously complaynii.i;. 
.Some of their losse, some of their loue^ drkt'. . 
.Soineof their pride, some paragons disda\ iiu i;, 
.Some fearing fraud,some frauaulentlyfa) ning. 
.As eucry one had cause of good or ifl. 
Amongst the rest some one through Icin'^ 
constrayning, 

Tormented sore, could not containc it ■'till. 
But thus brake forth, that all the temple i’ 

did fiU. 

Great Venus^ Queene of beautie and of grace, 
The loy of Gods and men, that vnder skie 
D<x*stfayrest shine, and mostadornc thypG"'- 
That with thy smyling looke doest pacific 
The raging seas, and makst the stormes to flic . 
Thee goddesse, thee the winds, the cloiub 
doe feare. 

And when thou spredst thy mantle forth on me. 
The waters play and pleasant lands app«re. 
And heauens laugh, and al the world shews 
ioyous chcare. 
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Xl»en doth the daedale earth tlirow forth to thee 
Out of her fruitfull lap aboundant flowres^ 
AfKi then all liuing wights, soone as they see 
Tlic spring breake forth out of his lusty bowres, 
They all doe learnc to play the Paramours ; 
Kir-^t doc the merry birds, thy prety |ugos 
Pnuily pricked with thy lustfull [xiwres, 
Oiirj)c loud to thee out of their leauy cages, 
And thee their mother call to coole their kindly 
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Tlion doe the saluage Ijeasts begin to play 
Their pleasant friskes, and loath their ^^onted 
(ocKl ; 

Tlic Lvons rorc, the Tygres loudly bray, 

The raging Buis rebellow through the 
And breaking forth, dare tempt the da.‘[)esi 
flixxl. 

To curnc where thou doest draw them with 
(Km re : 

Sr) all things cl>e, that nourish vitall blood, 
sixHie as with fury thou tK>esf tlum inspire. 
In generation sr'eke to quench their inward lire. 

47 

S) all the world by thee at first was made, 

.\n(i (iiyly yet thou doest the same re|>ayre : 
Ne ought on earth that merry is and glad, 

Ne ought on earth that lonely is and fayre, 
but thouthesamo for pleasure didst pre[)ayre 
T^ou art the root of all that lovous is, 
dreatCrtxlofnienand women, quecncolth’ay re, 
Moilicr of laughter, and wclspring of bhsse, 
'dgrauntlliutofniyloucut la.st I rnaynoiinisse. 
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did he say ; but I with murmure soft, 

I7iat none mi^ht hearc the sorrow of my hart. 
Vet Idly groning deepe and sighing oft, 
b'viught her to graunt cjisc vnlo iny smart, 
^nd to my wound her gratious help im|)arl 
miilest thus I spake, behold with happy eye 
1 M'''de, where at the Idoles feet apart 
\ licijie of fayre damzcls dose dui I>e, 

'•iytmg when as the Antheme should lx* sung 
on live. 

of them did seemc of rvp^'r ycares. 

And graucr countenance then all tlie rest ; 

> ft all the rest were eke her cquall pearcs, 
yt vnto her obaved all the b«t. 

was Womanhood, that slie exprest 
)' her sad scmblant and demcanurc wysc ; 
stedfast still her eyes did fixed rest, 
at randon after gazers guyse, 
luring bftytes oftunes doc hcedlesse 
entysc. 
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And next to her s,ite gtxxlly Shamfjastnesse, 
Ne eucr durst her eyes from ground vpreare, 
Ne euer once did looke vp fioni her desse, 

As it some blame ol enill she did fcare, 

That m lier clieekes made rosts oft apixare . 
And heragainst sweet ChrnJtilnrssfVias j dacixl, 
Whose eyes like twinkling stars m euetiing 
clcare, 

Were deckt with smyli*s, that all siul liiiniors 
diaced, 

And darted forth delight s, I he w huh her gcnvllv 
graced. 

51 

And next to her s:ito ^()lxI MotJrslic, 

Holding her hand \pon her gentle hart ; 

And her against s,ite luiuely Curtesie, 

That vntoeucry person knew her |wirt ; 

And her Ixfore was st'.itul oiierlhwart 
Soft Stltnte, and subnu'Se Obedinur, 

Both linrkt together nener to dispart, 

Ik)th gifts of G(xl not gotten but from therux*, 
lV)th girlonds of his .^aiiits against their foes 
offence. 
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Thus sate they all a round in soenu'ly rate 
And in the midst of them a gcxxlly mayd, 
Ellen in the laji of W(muitjhorni there sate, 
The which was all m lilly while aravd, 

With .sillier streumes amongst Ine linnen 
St ray M ; 

Bike to the Morne, wlitn first hei shyningfaie 
Hath to the gloomy world it selfc Inw'ray'd, 
That same was f.iyrest Amoret in place, 
Shyning with Ixaulies light, and heaucrily 
vcrtucs grarc. 

Whom soone as I Ixhcld, my hart gan throb. 
And wade in doubt , w hat Ix'st were to be donne : 
For sacrilege me seem’d the t'hurcli to rob, 
And folly seem’d to Icauc the thing vndonne, 
Which with so strong attempt I had Ixgonne. 
Tho shaking off all doubt and shamefast feare. 
Which Ladic-s louc I heard had neucr wonne 
Mongst men of worth, 1 to her stepped neare, 
And by the lilly hand her lalxxir’d vp to rearc. 
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Thereat tliat formosi matrone me did blamf. 
And sharf)c rebuke, for fxmg oucr l>olrJ ; 
Saying it was to Knight vnseemely shame, 
Vpon a recluse Virgin to lay hold, 

That vnto Venus seruices was sold. 

To whom I thus, Nay but it fitteth lx*st, 

For Cupids man with Venus mayd to hold, 
For ill your goddc*s8c seruires arc dresl 
Bv virgins, and her sarnfircs let to rest 
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With that my shield I forth to her did show, 
Which all that while I closely had conceld ; 
On which when Cupid with his killing bow 
And cruell shafts emblazond she beheld, 

At sight thereof she was with terror queld, 
And said no more: but I which all that 
while 

The pledge of faith, her hand engaged held, 
Like wane Hynd within the wcedie soyle. 

For no intreatic would forgoe so glorious s|x>yle. 
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And euermore vpon the Goddesse face 
Mine eye was fixt, for fearc of her offence. 
Whom when I saw with amiable grace 
To laugh at me, and fauour my pretence, 

I was emboldned with more confidence. 

And nought for nicenesse nor for enuy sparing, 
In presence of them all forth led her thence, 
All looking on, and like astonisht staring, 

Yet to lay hand on her, not one of all them 
daring. 
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She often prayd, and often me besought, 
Sometime with tender teares to lot her goe, 
Sometime with witching smyles : but \ct for 
nought, 

That eucr she to me could say or doe, 

Cculd she her wished frerdome fro me wooe. 
But forth I led her through the Temple 
gate, 

By which I hardly past with much adoe : 

But that same Ladie which me friended late 
In entrance, did me also friend in my retrate. 
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No lesse did Daunger threaten me with dread, 
When as he saw me, maugre all his pwre. 
That glorious spoyle of beautic with me lead, 
Then Cerberus^ when Orpheus did recoure 
His Leman from the Stygian Princes bourc. 
But euermore my shield did me defend, 
Against the slorme of euery dreadfull stourc : 
Thus safely with my louc 1 thence did wend. 
So ended he his tale, where I this Canto end. 
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Cora. X. 

Cant. XL 

cococococococococococ^^ 

Marinelb former wound is heald, 
he comes to Proteus hall. 

Where Thames doth the Medway wedd, 
and feasts the Sea-^ods all. 

1 

Bvt ah for pittie that I haue thus long 
Loft a fayre I^die languishing in payne: 
Now well away, that 1 haue doen such wrong 
To let faire Flormell in bands remayne, 

In bands of loue, and in sad thraldomesch.u nc , 
From which vnlcsse some heauenly powre fur 
By miracle, not yet appetirine playne, [frte 
She lengcr yet is like captiu’d to bee : 

That euen to thinke thereof, it inly pUlies mce 

2 

Here neede you to remember, how erewhilc 
Vnlouely Proteus, missing to his mind 
That Virgins loue to win by wit or wile, 

Her tlirew into a dongeon deepe luid blind, 
And there in chaynes her cruelly did bind, 

In hocie thereby her to his bent to draw . 

For when as neither gifts nor graces kind 
Her constant mind could moue at all he saw. 
He thought her to comptll by crueltic and awe 

3 

Deepe in the bottome of an huge great roeVe 
The dongeon was, in which lier bound lie left, 
Tliat neither yron barres, nor brasen lockc 
Did ncc<le to gard from force, or secret theft 
Of all her louers, which would her haue reft 
P'or wall’d it was with waues, which ragh 
and ror’d 

As they tire rllffe in poeces would haue cleft 
l^esidcs ten thousand monsters foulc alMu'r ‘ 
Did wane about U, gaping gncsly all begor’d 

4 

And in the midst thereof did horror dwell, 
And darkenesse dredd, that neuer viewed da\ 
Like to the balefull house of lowest hell, 

In which old Styx her aged bones alway, 

Old Styx the Grandame of the Gods, doth la' 
There did this lucklesse mayd seuen montb 
abide, 

Ne cuer euening saw, nc mornings ray, 

Nc cuer from the day the night descride, 

But thought it all one night, tMt did no houn 
dinide. 
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And ail this was for loue of MarineU, 

Who her despysd (ah who would her despyse ?) 
And wemens loue did from his hart expell, 
And all those ioyes that wcakeraankindentyse. 
Nathlesse his pride full dearely he did pryse ; 
For of a womans hand it was vwroke, 

That of the wound he yet in languor lyes, 

Nc can be cured of that cruell stroke 
WTiich BriUmart him gaue, when he did her 
prouokc. ^ 

Yet farre and neare the Nymph his mother 
sought, 

And many salues did to his sore applie, 
Andmanyherbesdidvse. But when as nought 
She saw could ease his rankJiirg maladie, 

At last to Tryphon she for heipe did hie, 
rrhis Tryphon is the scagods surgeon bight) 
Wliom she besought to find some remedie : 
And for hb paines a whistle him bchight 
That of a fishes shell was wrought with rare 
deliglit. 

N) well that Leach did hearke to her request, 
And did so well employ his carefull paine. 

That in short space his hurts he had redrest, 
And him restor’d to healthfull state againe : I 
b which he long time after did remainc ' 
There with the Nymph his mother, like her 
thrall ; 

JVho sore against his will did him rctaine, 
l or fe^e of perill, which to him mote fall, 
Inrough his too ventrous prowesse proued 
ouer all. 

8 

It fortun’d then, a solemne feast was there 
[0 all the Sea-gods and their fruitfull scede, 

In honour of the spousalls, which then were 
p’twixt the Mfdway and the Thames agreed. 

Thames (as we in records reed) 
i^lore that day her wooed to his bed ; 
nt the proud Nymph would for no worldly 
meed, 

Mor no entreatie to his loue be led ; 

1“ now at last relenting, slie to him was wed. 


l»ih agreed, that this their bridale feaat 
' *ou!d for the Gods in Proteus house be made ; 

rq»y r'd, both most and least , 
J*^ll which in the mightic Ocean trade, 

An ! !” swim, or brookes doc wade. 

J'^nich not if an hundred tongues to tell, 

I roouthes, and voice of bnuse 

memorie, that mote exocU, 
^wasthey came, could I recountthem well. 


Hdpe therefore, 0 thou sacred imp of Jotte, 
The noursling of Dame Memorie his deare, 
To whom those rolles, layd vp in heauen aboue 
And r^rds of antiquitie ap^ieare, ' 
To which no wit of man may comen neare ; 
Heine me to tell the names of all those floods, 
And all those Nymphes, which then assembled 
were 

To that preat banquet of the watry Gods, 

And all iheir sundry kinds, and all their hid 
abodes. 

It 

First came great Neptune with his threeforkt 
mace, 

That rules the Seas, and makes them rise orfall ; 
His dewy lockes did drop with brine apace, 
Vnder his Diademe im[>enall : 

And by liis side his Queene with coronal), 
Faire Amphilnie, most diiiinely fain*, 

Whow yuorie shoulders weren couered all, 

As with a rolx*, with her owne siluer haire, 
Anddecktwith pearles, which th’ Indian seas for 
her prcpairc. 

These marched farre afore the other crew ; 

And ail the way l)eforc them as they went, 
Trtion his trumpet shrill More them blew, 
For goodly triumph and great ioII)Tnent, 

Tliat made the rockes to roarc, as they were 
rent. 

And after them the royall issue came, 

Which of them sprung by lincall descent : 

First the Sea-gods, which to themselues doe 
dame 

The {X)wrc to rule the billowcs, and the wanes 
to tame. 

13 

Phorcys, the father of that fataJl brood. 

By whom those old Heroes wonne such fame ; 
And Glaums, that wise soutbsayes vnderstood ; 
And tragickc Inoes sonne, the which became 
A God of seas through his mad mothers blame. 
Now hight Palemon, and is saylers trend ; 
Great Brontes, and Aslrceus, that did shame 
Himseife with incest of his kin vnkend ; 

And huge Onw, that doth tempests still portend. 

14 

The rich Cteaius, and Eurylus long ; 

Nekus and PeUas loucly brethren both ; 
Mightic Chrysaor, and talcus strong ; 
Eurvpufus, that cahnes the waters wroth ; 

Ana faire Euphemus, that vpon them ^h 
As on the ground, without dismay or dread ; 
Fierce Eryx, and Alebius that know’th 
The waters depth, and doth theirbottome tread; 
And sad As^puSf comely with hit hoane bead. 
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There also some most famous founders were 
Of puissant Nations, which the world possest ; 
Yet sonnes of Ueptune^ now assembled here : 
Ancient Opges^ euen th’ auncientest, 

And Jnacnus renowmd aboue the rest ; 
Phmixt and Aortf and Pelasgus old, 

Great Belus, Phoeax, and A^enar best ; 

And mightie Albion, father of the bold 
And warlike people, which the Britaine Islands 
hold. 

For Albion the sonne of Neptune was, 

Who for the proofe of his great puissance, 
Out of his Albion did on dry-foot pas 
Into old Gall, that now is deeped France, 

To fight with Hercules, that aid aduance 
To vanquish all the world with matchlesse 
might. 

And there his mortall part by great mischance 
Was slaine : but that which is th’immortall 
spright 

liues still : and to this feast with Neplunes 
seed was dight. 

But what doe I their names seeke to reherse, 
Which all the world haue with their issue fild ? 
How can they all in this so narrow verse 
Contayned be, and in small compasse hild ? 
Let them record them, that are better skild, 
And know the moniments of passed times : 
Onely what needeth, shall be here fullild, 
T'expresse some part of that great equipage, 
Which from great Neptune do deriue tneii 
parentage. 

Next came the aged Ocean, and his Dame, 

Old Tethys, th’oldcst two of all the rest, 

For all the rest of those two parents came. 
Which afterward both sea and land possest : 
Of all which Nereus th’eldcst, and the best. 
Did first proceed, then which none more vpright , 
Ne more sincere in word and deed protest ; 
Most yoide of guile, most free from fowle 
despight, 

Doing him selfe, and teaching others to doe 
right. 

Thereto he was expert in prophecies, 

And could the ledden of the Gods vnfold, 
Through which , when Pans brought his famous 
The faire Tindarid lasse, he him fortold, [prise 
That her all with many a champioi^ld 

Should fetch againe, and finally destroy 
Proud Priam towne. So wise is Nereus old. 
And so well skild ; nathlesse he takes great ioy 
Oft-times amongst the wanton Nymphs to 
sport and toy. 
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And after him the famous riuers came, 

Which doe the earth enrich and beautifie : 
The fertile Nile, whidi creatures new doth 
frame ; [the side ; 

Long Rhodanus, whose sourse springs from 
Faire Ister, flowing from the mountaines hie ; 
Diuine Scamander, purpled yet with blood 
Of Greekes and Troians, whicn therein did die, 
Pactolus glistring with his golden flood, 

And Tygris fierce, whose streames of none may 
be withstood. 

31 

Great Ganges, and immortall Euphrates, 
Deepe Indus, and Maeander intricate, 

Slow Peneus, and tempestuous Phasides, 
Swift Rhene, and Alpheus still immaculate . 
Ooraxes, feared for great Cyrus fate ; 
Tybris, renowmed for the Romaines fame, 
Rich Oranochy, though but knowen late ; 
AndthathugcRiuer,whichdothbearehisname 
Of warhke Amazons, which doc possesse the 
same. 

22 

Iw on those warlike women, which so long 
Can from all men so rich a kingdome hold ; 
And shame on you, 0 men, which boast your 
strong [and bold. 

And vmiant hearts, in thoughts lessc hard 
Yet auaile in conquest of that land of gold. 
But tnis to you, 0 Britons, most pertained, 
To whom the right hereof it selfe nath bold; 
The which for sparing litle cost or paines, 
Loose so immortall glory, and so endlesse gaines 

23 

Then was there heard a most celestiall sound, 
Of dainty musicke, which did next ense w 
Before the spouse : that was Anon crownd , 
Who playing on his harpe, vnto him drew 
The eares and hearts of all that goodly crew, 
That euen yet the Dolphin, which him bore 
Through the iEgaean seas from Pirates vcw, 
Stood still by him astonisht at his lore, 

And all the raging seas for ioy forgot to rorc 

24 

So went he playing on the watery plaine. 
Sooneafter whomthelouely Bridegroomccame 
The noble Thamis, with all his ^ood\y traine 
But him before there went, as bat became, 
His auncient parents, namely th’auncien 
Thame. 

But much more aged was his wife then he, 
The Ouze, whom men doe Isis rightly name 
Full weake and crooked creature seemed shrt 
And almost blind through eld, that sauce be 
way could sec. 
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Hierefore on either side she was sustained 
Of two sntal grooms, which by their names 
were higfat 

The Churntf and Chmwelly two small streames, 
which pained 

Them selues her footing to direct aright, 
Whichfayledoft throughfaint andfeebleplight: 
But Thmi was stroncer, and of better stay ; 
Yet seem’d full aged oy his outward sight, 
With head all hoary, and his beard all gray, 
Deawcd with silucr drops, that trickled downe 

And eke be somewhat seem’d to stoupe afore 
With bow^ backe, by reason of the lode. 
And aundent heauy burden, which he bore 
Of that faire City, wherein make abode 
So many learned impes, that shoote abrode, 
And with their braunches spred all Britany, 
No lesse then do her elder sisters broode. 
loy to you both, ye double noursery 
Of Arts, but Oxford thine doth Thame most 
glorify. 

But he their sonne full fresh and iolly w'as. 

All decked in a robe of watchet hew. 

On which the waues, glittering like Chrislall 

. 

So cuntungly enwouen were, that few 
Could weenen, whether they were false or trew. 
And on his head like to a Coronet 
fie wore, that seemed strange to common vew, 
In which were many towres and castels set, 
That it encompast round as with a golden fret. 

T, 28 

hike as the mother of the Gods, they say, 

In her great iron charet wonts to ride, 

When to loues pallace she doth take her way : 
Old Cyhele, arayd with pompous pride, 
W^ng a Diademe embattild wide 
With hundred turrets, like a Turribant. 

With such an one was Thamis bcautihde ; 

That was to weet the famous Troynouant, 

In which her kingdomes throne is chiefly rcsiant, 

29 

Anti round about him many a pretty Page 
Attended ducly, ready to obay ; 

^11 little Riuers, which owe va.ssallagc 
^ him, as to their Ix)rd, and tribute pay : 

chaulky Kenet, and the Thetis gray, 

^ morish Cole, and the soft sliding Breanc, 
^ wanton Lee, that oft doth loose his way, 
And the still Darent, in whose waters clcane 
thousand fishes play, and decke his 
Pwm strearoe. 
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Then came his neighWir floods, which nigh 
him dwell, ^ 

And water all the English soilc throughout ; 
They all on him this day attended well ; 

And with meet scruicc waited him aliout ; 

Ne none disdained low to him to lout : 

No not the stately Scueme grudg’d at all, 

Ne storming Huml)er, though he looked stout ; 
But both him honor’d as their princi|>all, 
And let their swelhng waters low before him fall. 
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There was the speedy Tamar, which deuidcs 
The Cornish and the Deuonish confines ; 
Through both whose borders swiftly downo 
it glides, rdeclines : 

And meeting Plim, to Plimmoutn thtrxe 
And Dart, nigh chotkt with sands of tinny 
mines. 

But Auon marched in more stately path, 
Proud of his Adamants, with which he shines 
And glisters wide, as als’ of wondrous Bath, 
And Bristow faire, whicli on his waues he 
builded hath. 

And there came Stoure with terrible aspect, 
Bearing his sixe deformed heads on hye, 
lliat doth his course through Blandford plains , 
direct, 

And washeth Winborne meades in season dryc 
Next him went Wylibourne with passage slye, 
That of his wylines.se his name doth Lake, 

And of him selfe doth name the shire thereby : 
And Mole, that like a nousling Mole doth make 
Ills way still vnder ground, till Thamis he 
ouertakc. 

33 

Tlien came the Rother, decked all with woods 
Like a wood God, and flowing fast to Rliy : 
AndSture,that parteth withhisplcasant floods 
Tlie Easteme Saxons from the Soulheme ny. 
And Clare, and Harwitch both doth beautify : 
Him follow’d Yar,soft washing Norwitch wall, 
And with him brought a present ioyfully 
Of his ownc fish vnto their fcsliuall, 

Wliosc like none else could shew, the which they 
RuflTms call. ^ 

Nex I these theplenteousOusecame far f rom land, 
By many a aty, and by many a towne, 

And many riuers taking vnder hand 
Into his waters, as he nasselh downe, (Rowne. 
The Cle, the Were, tW Grant, the Sture, the 
Thencedoth by Hunt ingdon and Cambridge flit , 
My mother Cambridge, whom aswithaCrowne 
He doth adome, and is adorn’d of it 
Withmany agentleMuse,andinanya learned wit 
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And alter him the fati^ Welland went» 

That if old sawes proue true (which God forbid) 
Shall drowne all Holland with his excrement, 
And shall see Stamford, though now homely hid, 
Then shine in learning, more then euer did 
Cambridge orOxford, £^landsgoodly beames. 
And next to him the Nene downe softly slid ; 
And bounteousTrent, thatin himselfeenseames 
Both thirty sorts of fish, and thirty sundry 
streames. 
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Next these canicTvne, along whosestony bancke 
That Romaine Monarch built a brasen wall, 
Which motethe feebled Britonsstrongly flanckc 
Against the Piets, that swarmed ouer all, 
Wnich yet thereof Gualseuer they doe call : 
And Twede the limit betwixt Lo^is land 
And Albany : And Eden though but smalt. 
Yet often stainde with bloud of many a band 
Of Scots and English both, that tyn^ on his 
strand. 

37 

Then came thosesixesad brethren, like forlorne, 
That whilome were (as antique fathers tell) 
Sixe valiant Knights, of one faire Nymphe 
y borne, 

Which did in noble deedes of armes excell, 
And wonned there, where now Yorke people 
dwell ; 

Still Vre, swift Werfe.andOzcthemostof might, 
High Swale, vnquiet Nide, and troublousSi^U; 
All whom a Scythian king, that Humber higbt, 
Slew CTuelly, and in the riuer drowned quight. 

38 

But post not long, ere Brutus warlicke sonne 
Loainus them aueng’d, and the same date. 
Which t he proud H umber vnt 0 1 hem had donne, 
By equall dome repayd on hb owne pate ; 

For in the selfe same riuer, where he late 
Had drenched them, he drowned him ogaine ; 
And nam’d the riuer of his wretched fate ; 
Whose bad condition yet it doth retaine. 

Oft tossed with his stormes, which thereb still 
remaine. 

39 

These after, came the stony shallow Lone, 
That to old Loncaster hb name doth lend ; 
And followir^ Dee, which Britons long ygone 
Did call diuine, that doth by Chester tend ; 
And Conway which out of hbstreame doth send 
Plenty of p^les to decke hb dames withalli 
And Lindus that hb pikes doth most commend, 
Of which the auncient Lbcolne men doe cal) 
All these together marched toward ProUus ball. 


Ne thence the Irisbe Riuers absent were, 

Sith no lesse bmous then the rest t^y bee. 
And ioyne in neighbourhood of kingdome neie, 
Why should they not likewise in loue agree, 
And ioy likewise thb solemne day to see ? 
lliey saw it all, and present were m place ; 
Though I them all according their d^ee, 
Cannot recount, nor tell their hidden race, 
Nor read the saluage cuntreb, thorough whx± 
they pace. 

41 

There was the Lilly rolling downe the lea, 
The sandy Slane, the stony Aubrian, 

The s^ous Shenan spreading like a sea, 
The pleasant Boyne, the fishy fruilfull Ban, 
Swift Awniduff, which of the English man 
Is cal’de Blacke water, and the Lifiar deep, 
Sad Trowis, that once hb people ouerran, 
Strong Alio tombling from SLwlo^her steep. 
And Mulla mine, whose waues 1 whilom taught 
to weep. 

42 

And there the three renowmed brethren were, 
Which that ^eat Gyant Blomius begot, 

Of the faire Nimph Rheusa wandring there. 
One day, as she to shunne the season whot, 
Vnder blewbloome in shady groue was got, 
Thb Gyant found her, and by force dcflowr’d, 
Whereof conceiuing, she in time forth brought 
These three faire sons, which being thence 
forth powrd 

In three CTcat riuers ran, and many countreb 
scowrd. 

43 

The first, the gentle Shure that making way 
By sweet Clonmel I, adomes rich Waterford ; 
The next, the stubborne Newre, whose waters 
gray 

By faire Kilkenny and Rosseponte boord, 
The third, the goodly Barow, which doth hoord 
Great heapes of Salmons in hb deepe bosomc : 
All which long sundred, doe at last accord 
To ioyne in one, ere to the sea they come, 

So flowing all from one, all one at l^t become. 

.44 

There also was the wide embayed Mayre, 

Tlic pleasaunt Bandon crownd with many a 
wool, 

The spreading Lee, that like an Island fa)Te 
Encloscth Corkc with hb dcuided flood ; 

And balefullOure,latesUind with Erglishblood 
Withmanymore. whose namesnotor^caiUell. 

All which that day in order seemly good 
Did on the Thamis attend, and waited well 
To doe their duelull seruioe, at to them befell 
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Tbeb came the Bride, toe louely Medua came, 
Clad in a vesture of vnknowea geare, 

And vncouth fashion, yet her well became ; 
That seem'd like siluer, sprinckkd here and 
theare 

With glittering spangs, that did like starres 
appeare, 

And wan’d vpon, like water Chamelot, 

To hide the metall, which yet euery where 
Bcwrayd it selfe, to let men plainely wot, 

It was no mortall worke, that seem’d and yet 
was not. 

46 

Her goodly lockes adowne her backe did flow 
Vnto her waste, with flowres bescattered, 

The which ambrosiall odours forth did throw 
To all about, and all her shoulders spred 
As a new spring ; and likewise on her hed 
A Chapelet of sundry flowers she wore, 

From vnder which the deawy humour slied, 
Did tricle downe her haire, like to the hore 
Congealed lit le drops, which doe the morne adore. 

47 

On her two pretty handmaides did attend, 

One cald the 7/iewe, the other cald the Craru : ; 
Which on her wait^, things araissc to mend, 
And both behind vphcld her spredding trainc ; 
Vnder the which, her feet appeared plainc. 

Her silucr feet, faire washt against this day ; 
And her before there paced F^es twainc, 

Both clad in colours IIkc, and like array. 

The Douru and eke the Fritht both which pre- 
paid her way. 

48 

And after these the Nymphs marchea all. 
All goodly damzels, deckt with long greene 
haire, 

^Jhom of their sire Nereides men call, 
which the Oceans daughter to him bare 
gray eyde Dons : all which fifty arc ; 

All which she there on her attending had. 
^ft Proto, milde Eucraie, Thetis faire, 

*^1 sweete Eudore, Sao sad, 

Doto, wanton Glance, and Galene glad. 


White liand Eunica, proud Dynamene, 
loyous Thalta, goodly Amthttnte, 

Louely Pastlhee, kinde EnUmene, 

Light foote Cyniothoe, and sweete Meliti, 
Fairest Pherusa, Phao lilly white, 

Wondred A§aue, Ports, and Nes<ta, 

With Erato that doth in loue dclite, 

And Patwpa, and wise Protomedaa, 

And snowy neckd Dons, and milkewhite 
GalaOura. 

50 

Speedy Htppolhoe, and chaste Actra, 
l^rge Ltsianassa, and l^oncta sage, 
htta^orr, and light Pon0porea, 

And she, that with her hast word can asswage 
The surging seas, when they do sorest rage, 
Cymodoce, and stwit Autonoe, 

And Neso, and Ewne well in age, 

And seeming still to smile, Gkuccnome, 

And she that hight of many heastes Polynotm. 

Fresh Alimeda, deckt with girlond greene ; 
Hyponeo, with salt bedewed wrests 
iMomedia, like the christall sheene ; 

Ltaftore, much praisd for wise behests ; 

And Psamathe, for her brode snowy bresti ; 
Cymo, Eufompe, and Themiste iust ; 

And she tnat vertue loucs and vice detests 
Euarna, and Mentppe true in trust, 

And NetnerUa learned well to rule her lust. 


All these the daughters of old Nereus were, 
Which hauc the sea in charge to them assinde, 
To rule his tides, and surges to vprere, 

To bring forth stormrs, or fast them to 
vpbmde, 

And sailers saue from wrcckes of wrathfull 
winde. 

And vet besides three thousand more there were 
Of th’Occans scede, but hues and Pheehus 
kinde ; 

The which in floods and fountaines doe appere, 
And all mankinde do nourish with their waten 
cicre. 


The which, more eath it were for mortal! wight, 
To tell the sands, or count the starres on nye, 
Or ought more hard, then thinke to reckon right, 
But well I wote, that these which I descry, 

Were present at this great solemnity : 

And tnere amongst (he rest, the mother was 
Of luckclcssc Martrtell Cymodoce. 

Which, for roy Muse her scUe now tyred has, 
Vnto an other Canto 1 will ouerpoi. 
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Cant. XII. 

Marin for hue of FlortmeUf 
In languor wastes hts life : 

The Nymph his mother getteth her. 

And giues to him for wife. 
COCOC/XOC/XOCOC/X/XOC/ 

1 

0 what an endlesse workc haue I in hand, 

To count the seas abundant progeny, 

Whose fruitfull seede farre passeth those ui 
land. 

And al^ those which wonne in th’azure sky ? 
For much more eath to tell the starres on hy, 
Albe they endlesse seeme in estimation. 

Then to recount the Seas posterity ; 

So fertile be the floods in generation, 

So hu^c their numbers, and so nuinberlesse 
their nation. 

2 

Therefore the antique wisards well inuented. 
That Venus of the foiny sea was bred ; 

For that the seas by her are most augmented. 
Witnesse th’excceding fry, which there are fed, 
\nd wondroussholes, whichmayof nonebe red. 
rhen blame me not, if I haue err’d in count 
Of Gods, of Nymphs, of riuers yet vnred : 

For though their numbers do much more sur- 
mount, 

Yet all those same were there, which erst I did 
recount. 

3 

All those were there, and inimy other more, 
Whose names and nations were too long to tell. 
That Proteus house they hid euen to the dore ; 
Yet were they all in order, as befell, 
According their degrees disposed well. 
Amongst the rest, was fairc Cytnodoce, 

The mother of vnlucky Marinell, 

Who thither with her came, to learne and see 
The manner of the Gods when they at banquet be. 

4 

But for he was halfe mortall, being bred 
Of mortall sire, though of immortal 1 wombe. 
He might not with immortall food be fed, 

Ne with th’ctcmall Gods to bancket come ; 
But walkt abrodc, and round about did romc 
To view the building of that vneouth place, 
That seem’d vnlike vnto his earthly home : 
Where, as he to and fro by chaunce did trace, 
There vnto him betid a di^uentrous case. 


Vnder the hanpng of an hideous cliefle, 

He heard the lamentable voice of one, 

T^t piteously complaind her carefull grieffe, 
Which neuer she before disclosd to ntrne, 

But to her selfe her sorrow did bemone. 

So feelingly her case she did coraplaine. 

That ruth it moued in the rocky stone, 

And made it seeme to feele her grieuous paine, 
And oft to grone with billowes beating from the 
maine. 

6 

Though vaine I see my sorrowes to vnfold. 
And count my cares, when none is nigh to heare, 
Yet hoping griefe may lessen being told, 

I will tnera tell though vnto no man neare : 
For heauen that vnto all lends equall eare, 

Is farre from hearing of my heauy plight ; 
And lowest hell, to which 1 lie most neare, 
Cares not what euils hap to wretched wight ; 
And greedy seas doe in the spoile of life delight. 

7 

Yet loe the seas I see by often beating. 

Doe pearce the rockes, and hardest marble 
wearcs ; 

But his hard rocky hart for no entreating 
Will yecld, but when my piteous plaints he 
heares. 

Is hardned more with my aboundant tearcs. 
Yet though he neuer list to me relent. 

But let me waste in woe my wretclied yearcs, 
Yet will I neuer of my loue repent, 

But ioy tliat for his sake 1 suffer prisonment. 

S 

And when my weary ghost with griefe oulwornc, 
By timely death shall winne her wished rest, 
I^et then this plaint vnto his eares be borne. 
That blunc it is to him, that armes profest , 
To let her die, whom he might haue redrest. 
Tliere did she pause, inforced to giue plice 
Vnto the passion, that her heart opprest, 
And after she had wept and w'ail’d a space, 
She gan afresh thus to renew her w retched case. 

9 

Ye Gods of seas, if any Gods at all 
Ilaue care of right, or ruth of wretches wro^p, 
By one or other way me woefull thrall, 
Deliiier hence out of this dungeon strong, 

In which I daily dying am too lonj;. 

And if ye deeme me death for louing one, 
That loucs not me, then doe it not prolong, 
But let me die and end my daies attooe. 

And let h im liuc vnlou’d, or loue him selfe ato* 
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10 

But if that life ye vnto me dcaee, 

Then let tnee hue, as loners ought to do, 

And of my hfes deare loue befoued be : 

Andif he shall through pride your doome vndo, 
Do you by duresse him compell thereto, 

And in tms prison put him here with me : 

One prison fittest is to hold vs two : 

So had 1 rather to be thrall, then free ; 

Such thraldomeor such freedome let it surely be. 

11 

But 0 vaine iudgement, and conditions vaine, 
The which the prisoner points vnto the free. 
The whiles I him condemne, and deeme his 
paine. 

He where he list goes loose, and laughes at me. 
So euer loose, so eucr happy be. 

But where so loose or happy that thou art. 
Know Marinell that all tms is for thee. 

With that she wept and wail’d, as if her hart 
Would quite haue burst through great abun- 
dance of her smart. 

12 

K\\ which complaint when Mmneli liad heard. 
And vnderstood the cause of all her care 
To come of him, for vsing her so hard. 

His stubborne heart, that neuer felt misfarc 
Was toucht with soft remorse and pitty rare , 
That euen for griefe of minde he oft did grone, 
And inly wish, that in his powre it weare 
Her toredresse : but since he incancs found none 
He could no more but her great misery bemonc. 

13 

Thus whilst his stony heart with tender ruth 
Was toucht, and nughty courage molhfide, 
L>amc Fcwujsonncthat tamethstubbomeyouth 
With iron bit, and maketh him abide, 

Till like a victor on his backc he ride. 

Into his mouth his maystring bridle threw, 
That madehimstoupe,till he did him bestride- 
Tlicn gan he make liim tread his slejjs anew, 
And leame to loue, by learning louers paint's to 
rew, 

V . . 

•'ow gan he in his gricutd minde deuLse, 

How from that dungeon he might her enlarge - 
-oine while he thought, by faire and humble 
wise 

To Proteus sclfe to sue for her discharge : 

But then he fear’d his mothers former charge 
fiainst womens loue, long giuen him in vaine 
Then gan he thinkc, perforce with sword and 
targe 

Her forth to fetch, and Proteus to constraine : 
soooe he gan such folly to fortliinke againe. 


Then did he cast to steale her thence away. 
And with him beare , where none of her mij^t 
know. 

But all in vaine : for why he found no way 
To enter in, or issue forth below • 

For all about that rockc the sea did flow. 
And though vnto his will she giucn were,. 

Yet witliout ship or bole her thence to roir^ 
He wist not how her thence away to here ; 
And daunger well he wist long to continue ihere. 

16 

At last when as no meanes he could inuenf^ 
Backe to him selfc he gan rcturne the blame, 
That was the author of her punishment ; 

And with vile curses, and rcfirochfull slitm* 
To damne him sclfe by cucry euill name ; 
And deeme vnworthy or of foue or life 
That liad despisdc so chast and faire a dame, 
Whicli him had sought through trouble and 
long strife ; 

Yet had refusde a God that her had sought to 
wife. 

Id this sad plight he walked here and there, 
And romeu round about the rocke m vamc, 
As he had lost him sclfe, he wist not where ; 
Oft listening if he mote her hcare againe ; 
And still bemoning her vnworthy paine. 

Like as an Hyndc whose calfe is fahic vnwares 
Into some pit , where she him hearescomplaiiif , 
An hundred times about the pit side fares, 
Right sorrowfully mourning her bereaued cares. 

18 

And now by this the feast was throughly ended, 
And cucry one gan homeward to resort. 
Which seeing Marinell, wa.s sore offended, 
That his dej:>arturc thence should be so short, 
And leaue his loue in that sea-walled fort. 

Yet durst he not his mother disol>ay, 

But her attending in full seemly sort, 

Did march amongst the many all the way : 
And all the way did inly mournc, like one astray, 

. *9 

Being returned to his mothers Ixiwre, 

In solitary silence far from wight, 

He gan record the lamentable stowre. 

In which his wretched loue lay day and nif^tr 
For hisdcarc sakc,tliat ill dcscruVi that plight: 
Tliethought whereof empierst hi^Kartsodeepe, 
That of no worldly thing he tookc dcMght ; 
Nc dayly food did take, ne nightly skepe, 

But pyn’d, and mourn’d, ana languiiM, md 
alone did weepe. 
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20 

That in short space hU wonted chearefuUJbew 
pw tade, and liuely spirits deaded quight : 
Hischeeke bones raw, and eie-pits hollow grew, 
And brawneyarmeshadlcst their knowen might, 
That nothing like himselfe he seem d in sight. 
Ere long so weake of limbe, and sicke of loue 
He woxc, that lenger he note stand vprighl, 
But to his bed was brought, and layd abouc. 
Like ruefullghost,vnabl6oncetostirr6or moue. 

21 

Which when his mother saw, she in her mind 
Was troubled sore, ne wist well what to weene, 
Ne could by search nor any meancs out find 
The secret cause and nature of liis teene, 
Whereby she might apply some medicine ; 

But weeping day and night, did him attend, 
And mourn”d to see her losse before her eyne, 
Which grieu’d her more, that she it could not 
mend : 

Toseeanhelpelesse euill,doublegriefedothlend. 
22 

Nought could she read the rootc of his disease, 
Ne weene wliat mister maladic it is. 

Whereby to sccke some meanes it to appease. 
Mo8tdiashcthinke,but most shethoughtamis, 
TTiat that same former fatall wound of his 
Whyleareby Tryphon wasnot throughly healed, 
But closely rankled vnder th'orifis : 

Least did she thinke, that which he most con- 
cealed, 

rhat loue it was, which in his hart lay vn- 
reucaled. 

Therefore to Tryphon she againe doth hast. 
And him doth chyde os false and fraudulent. 
That fay Id the trust , which she i a hi m had plast , 
To cure her sonne, as he iiis faith had lent : 
Who now was falne into new languishment 
Of his old hurt, which was not throughly cured. 
So backc he came vnto her |>atient, 

Where searching euery part, her well assured, 
That it was no old sore, which his new paine 
procured. 

^4 

But that it was some other mahdic, 

Orgriefe vnknowne, which liecou U1 notdiscernc; 
So left he her withouten remedie. [earne, 
Then ™ her heart to faint, and quake, and 
And imy troubled was, the truth to learne. 
Vnto himselfc slic came, and him besought. 
Now with faire speches, now with threatnings 
Sterne, 

If ought lay hidden in his grieued thought, 

It to reueale : who still hex answered, thae was 
nought. 


Nathlesse she rested not so satisfide, 

But kauing watry gods, as booting nought, 
Vnto the sninie heauen in haste & hide, 

And thence Apolb King ot Leaches brought 
Apollo came ; who soone as he had sought 
Through his disease, did by and by out find, 
That he did languish of some inward thought, 
The which afflicted hb engrieued mind ; 
Which loue he red to be, that leads each liuing 
kind. 

26 

Which when he had vnto his mother told, 

She gan thereat to fret, and greatly grieue. 
And comming to her sonne, gan first to scold, 
And chyde at him, that made her misbelieue ; 
But afterwards she gan him soft to shrieue, 
And wooe with faire intreatie, to dbclose, 
Which of the Nymphes hb heart so sore did 
mieue. 

For sure she wcend it was some one of those, 
Which he had lately seene, that for hb loue he 
cliose. 

27 

Now lesse she feared that same fatall read, 
j That warned him of womens loue beware : 
Which being ment of mortall creatures sead, 
For loue of Nymphes she thought she need not 
care, 

But prombt him, what euer wight she wearc, 
That she her loue to him would shortly game ; 
So he her told : but soone as she did neare 
That Florimell it was, which wrought his paine, 
She gan a fresh to chafe, and grieue in euery 
vaine. 

28 

Yet since she saw the streight extremitie. 

In which his life vnluckily was layd, 

It was no lime to scan the prophecie, 
Whether old Proteus true or false had sayd. 
That his decay should happen by a mayd. 
It’s late in death of daunger to aduize. 

Or loue forbid him, that is life denayd: 

But rather gan in troubled mind deuize, 
How she that Ladies libertie might enterprize. 

29 

To Proteus selfe to sew she thought it vaine, 
Who was the root and worker of her woe : 
Nor vnto any meaner to complainc, 

But vnto great king Neptune selfe did goe, 
And on her knee before him falling lowc, 
Made humble suit vnto hb Maiestie, 

To graunt to her, her sonnes life, which hb foe 
A CTuell Tyrant had presumpteouslie 
By wicked doome condemn’d, a wretched death 
todb. 
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To whom God Septum softlv smyling, thus ; 
Daughter dlie seemes ofdouble wrong ye plaine, 
Gainst one tbacluth wronged you, and vs: 

For death t'tdward | ween'd did appeitaine 
To none, but to the sole Soueraine. 

Reaid therefore whO;it is, which this hath 
wrought, 

And for what cause ; the truth discouer plaine. 
For neucr wight so euill did or thought. 

But would some rightful! cause pretend, though 
rightly noughL 

To whom she answer^, Then it is by name 
Proteus, that hath ordayn’d my sonne to die ; 
For that a waift, the which by fortune came 
Vpon your seas, he claym’d as propertie ; 
And yet nor his, nor his in equitie, 

But yours the waift by high prerogatiue. 
Therefore I humbly craue your Maiestie, 

It to repleuie, and my sonne repriue : 

So shall you by one gift saue all vs three aliue. 


He graunted it : and streight his warrant made, 
Vnder the Sea-gods scale autcnticall, 
Commaunding Proteus straight t’enlarge the 
mayd, 

Which wandring on his seas imperiall. 

He lately tooke, and sithence kept as thrall. 
Which she receiuitjg with meete th^kefulncsse, 
Departed straight to Proteus therewithal! : 
Who reading it with inward loathfulnesse, 
Was grieued to restore the pledge, he did 
possesse. 


*7S 

Yet durst he not the warrant to withstand, 
^t vnto her deliuered FioriML^^ 

Whom she receiuing by the lilly hand, 
Admyr'd her beautie much, as she mote 
well : 

For she all liuing creatures did exccll ; 

And was right loyous, tliat tJie gotten had 
So fajre a wife for her sonne Martnell, 

So home with lier slic streight the virgin lad. 
And slicwcd her to him, then being sore besiad. 


Wlio soone as he behdd that an^li.face. 
Adorn’d with all diiiiiie perfection, 

His cliearcd heart eftsoones away gan chace 
Sad death, reuiued with her sweet inspection. 
And feeble spirit ii.ly hit rtfection ; 

As withered weed through cruell winters tine, 
That ft'eles the warmth of sunny bearocs 
reflection, 

Liflcs vp his hear!, that did before decline 
And gins to s[)read Im leafe before the faire 
sunshine. 

Right so hinvsclfe did htarineU vpreare. 

When he in place his dearest louc did spy ; 
And though his limbs could not his bodie 
beare, 

Nc former strength retume so suddenly, 

Yet dicarcfull signes he shewed outwardly. 
Nc lessc was she in secret hart affected, 

But that she masked it with modestie, 

For feare slie sliould of hghtnesse be detected t 
Which to another place 1 Itaue to be perfected. 
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OR 
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1 

So oft as I with state of present time, j 

The image of the antique world compare. 
When as mans age was in his freshest prime. 
And the first blossomc of faire vertue bare. 
Such oddes I finde twixt those, and these whicii 
are, 

As that, through long continuance of his course. 
Me scemes the world is runne quite out of 
square. 

From the first point of his appointed sourse. 
And being once arnisse growes dail\ \soursc‘ and 
wourse. 

2 

For from the golden age, that first was named, 
It’s now at carst become a stonic one ; 

And men themselues, the which at first were 
framed 

Of earthly mould, and form’d of flesh and bone. 
Are now transformed into hardt'st stone ; 
Such as behind their backs (so backw-ard bred) 
Were throwne by Pyrrha and Dcucalione ; 
And if then those may anv worse be red. 
They into that ere long will be degendered. 


Let none then blame me, if in discipline 
Of vertue and of ciuill vses lore, 

I doe not forme them to the common line 
Of present dayes, which are corruptc-d sore, 
But to the antique vse, which was of >ore, 
When good was onely for it selfe desyred. 
And all men sought their owne, and none no 
more ; 

Wlien lustice wras not for most meed outhyre<i. 
But sunple Truth did raync, and was of all 
admyred. 

4 

For that which all men then did vertue call, 

Is now cald vice ; and that which vice 
hight. 

Is now hight vertue, and so vs’d of all : 

Riglit now is WTong, and wTong tliat was is 
right, ^ 

As all tilings else in time are chaunged quight. 
Ne wonder ; for the hcauens reuolution 
Is wandred farre from where it first was pight. 
And so doe make contraric constitution 
Of all this lower world, toward his dissolutiofn 
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For who so list into the heauens looke, 

Aod search the courses of the rowling spheares, 
Shall hnd that from the point, where they first 
tooke 

Their settingforth, in these few thousand yeares 
They all are wandred much; that plaine 
appeares. 

For tliat same golden fleecy Ram, which bore 
Phrixus and HelU from their stepdames feares, 
Hath now forgot, where he was plast of yore, 
And shouldred hath the Bull, which fay re 
Europa bore. ^ 

And eke the Bull hath with his bow-bent home 
So hardly butted those two twinnes of loue, 
Tliat tliey haue crusht the Crab, and quite him 
Into the great Nenmin lions groue. [borne 
So now all range, and doe at randon roue 
Out of their proper places farre away, 

And all this world with them amisse doe moue, 
And all his creatures from their course astray, 
Till they arriue at their last ruinous decay. 

Ne IS tliat same great glorious lanipc of hght, 
Tliat doth enlumine all these lesser fyres, 

In better case, ne keepes his course more right , 
But IS miscaried with the other Spheres. 

For since the terme of fourteene hundred ycrcs, 
Tliat learned Ptolomae his hight did take, 

He is declyned from that marke of theirs. 
Nigh thirtie minutes to the Southeme lake ; 
That makes me feare in time he will vs quite 
forsake. g 

And if to those ^E^ptian wisards old, 

Whicli in Star-read were wwit haue best insight , 
Faith may be giuen, it is by them told, 

Tliat since the time they first tooke the Sunnes 
^ hight. 

Foure times his place he shifted hath in sight, 
And twice hath risen, where he now doth West, 
And wested twice, where he ought rise aright. 
But most is Mars amisse of all the rest, 

And next to him old Salt4rne, that was wont bt' 
best. 

9 

For during Saiurws ancient raigne it’s sayd, 
all the world with goodnesse did abound : 
All loued vertue, no man was afirayd 
Of force, ne fraud in wight was to be found : 
No warre was knowne, no dreadfull trooipets 
sound, 

IWevniiiersall rayn^d inongst men and beasts. 

And all things freely grew out of the ground : 
Instice sate high ado^d with solemoe feasts, 
And to all people did diuide her dred bcheasts. 


10 

Most sacred vertue she of all the rest, 
Resembling God m his imperiall miglit ; 
Whose soueraine powre is herein most exprest , 
That both to good and bad he dealeth ri^ht, 
And all his workes with lusiicc hath bedight 
That powre he also doth to Princes lend, 

And makes them like himsclfe m glorious sight , 
To sit in his owne scute, his cause to end, 

And rule his people right, as he doth recom- 
mend. 

II 

Dread SoucrayneGoddessc,thatdoest highest sit 
In seate of iudgement, in th’Almiglitics stead, 
And with magnifickc might and wondrous wit 
Doest to thy people righteous doome aread. 
That furthest Nations Idles with awfull dread, 
Pardon tlie boldnessc of thy l>asest thrall, 
That dare discourse of so diuine a read. 

As thy great iusticc praysed oucr all : 

The ui'^trument whereof loc here thy ArlegaU. 


Cant. /. 

Arlf^all travn'd tn Justice hre 
Irenaes quest pursewrd, 

He doeth auenfte on SanglUr 
his Jjodies blond emhrewed. 

C/XX^X^X^X/X/'.%>X/XrX^.X/vX/X/X/3 

I 

Though vertue then were held m highest price, 
In those old times, of which I doc intreat, 
Yet then likewise the wicked scedc of via* 
Began to spring which short ly grew full great , 
Arid with their boughes the gentle planU did 
beat. 

But euermore some of the vertuous race 
Rose vp, inspired with hcroicke heat, 

TTiat cropt tnc branches of the sient base, 
And with strong hand their fruitfull ranrknci 
did deface. 

3 

Such first was Bacchus, that with furious might 
All th’Eait before vntam’d did wernmne, 
And wrong repressed, and establisht right. 
Which lawlesse men had formerly fordonne. 
There lustioe first her princely rule bwpone. 
Next Herades his like cnsample shewed, 

Who all the West with equall conquest wonne. 
And monstrous tvraots with hisclubsubde wcd; 
The club of lusUa dread, with kingly powre 
eodewed. 
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And such was be, of whom 1 haue to tell, 

The Champion oi true lustke Arte^all, 

Whom (ai yt lately mote remember well) 

An hara aouenture, whkb did then befall, 
Into redoubted perill forth did call ; 

That was to succour a distressed D^e, 
Whom a strong tyrant did vniustly thrall, 
And from the heritage, which she did clame, 
Did with strong hand withhold: Oon^/owas 
his name. 

4 

WWefore the Lady, which Irena hight, 

Did to the Faery Queene her way addressc. 
To whom complayning her afflicted plight. 
She her besought of gratious redresse. 

That souerainc Queene, that mightie Em- 
peresse, 

whose glorie is to aide all suppliants pore, 
And of weake Princes to be Patronesse, 

Chose Artegall to right her to restore ; 

For that to her he seem’d best skild in righteous 

lore. 

For Arte%aU in iusticc was vpbrought 
Euen from the cradle of his infancie, 

And all the depth of rightfull doomewas taught 
By faire Aslraa, with great Industrie, 
Whilest here on earth she lined mortallie. 

For till the world from his perfection fell 
Into all hlth and foule iniquitie, 

Aslrcra here mon^t earthly men did dwell, 
And in the rules of iustice them instructed well. 


8 

Thus she him trayned, and thus she him taught 
In all the skill of deeming wrong and right, 
Vntill the ripenesse of mans yeares he raught ; 
Thateuenwildebeastsdidfearehisawfull^htl 

And men admyr*d Lih ouerruling might ; 

Ne any lin’d on ground, that durst withstand 
His dreadfull heast, much lesse him match in 
fight. 

Or bide the horror of his wreakfull hand, 
When so he list in wrath liftvp his steely brand. 

9 

Which steely brand, to make him dreaded more. 
She gaue vnto him, gotten by her slight 
And earnest search, where it was kept in store 
In loMS eternall house, vnwist of wight, 
Since he himselfe it vs’d in that great fight 
Agmnst the Titans, that whylome rebelled 
Gainst highest heauen ; Chrysaor it was hight ; 
Ckrysaor that all other swords excelled, 

Well prou’d in that same day, when loue those 
Gyants quelled. 

For of most perfect metall it was made, 
Tempred with Adamant amongst the same, 
And garnisht all with gold Tpon the blade 
In goodly wise, whereof it tooke his name, 
And was of no lesse vertue, then of fame. 

For there no substance was so firme and liard, 
But it would pierce or cleaue, where so it came ; 
Ne any armour could his dint out ward, 

But wheresoeuer it did light, it throughly shard. 


6 

Whiles through the world she walked in this sort. 
Vpon a day she found this gentle childe, 
Amongst his peres playing his childish sport ; 
Whom seeing fit, and with no aime dehlde, 
She did allure with gifts and speaches milde, 
To wend with her. So thence him farre she 
Into a caue from companie exilde, [brought 
In which She nours led hi m , t i U yeares he rau^t , 
Andallthcdisciplineof iustice therchimtaught. 

There she him taught to weigh both right and 

WTOIW 

In eciuiul balhmce with due recompence. 

And e^itie to measure out along, 

ACcormng to the line of conscience, 

When so it needs with rigour to dispence. 

Of all the which, for want there of mankind, 
She caused him to make experience 
Vpoo wyW beasts, which she In woods did find, 
With wrongfull powie oppressing others of 
tbeirkind. 


II 

Now when the world with sinre gan to abound, 
Asira-a l(»thing lengcr here to space 
Mongst wicked men,i n whom no t ru i h she found, 
Return’d to heauen, whence she deriu’d her 
race ; 

Where she hath now an euerlasting place, 
Mongst those twelue signes, which nightly wc 
doe see [chace ; 

The heauens bright*shining baudricke to en- 
And is the Virn'n, sixt in her degree, 

And next her selfe her righteous bal lance hang- 
ing bee. 

** 12 

But when she parted hence, she left her groome 
An yron man, which did on her attend 
Alwayes, to execute her stedfast doome, 

And willed him with Ariegall to wend, 

And doe what euer thing he did intend. 

His name was Talus, made of yron mould, 
Immoueable, resistk^, without end. 

Who in his hand an yron dale did hould. 
With which he thresht out fakhood, and did 
truth vnfodd. 
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He now went with him in this new inquest, 
Him lor to nide, if tide he chaunst to ne^e, 
Against that cruell l^rant, which opprest 
The hiire Irena with' his foule misde^e, 

And kept the crowne in which she slwuld 
succera. 

And now together on their way they bin, 
When as th^ saw a Squire in squallid weed, 
Lamenting sore his sorowfull sad tyne, 

With many bitter teaits shed from his blubbred 
eync. 

14 

To whom as they approched, they espide 
A sorie sight, as euer scene with eye ; 

An headlesse Ladie lying him beside, 

In her owne blood all wallow’d wofully, 

That her gay clothes did in discolour die. 
Much was he moued at that rueful! sight ; 
And flam’d with leale of vengeance inwardly, 
He askt, who had that Dame so fouly dight ; 
Or whether his owne hand, or whether other 
wight? 

Ah woe is me, and welfaway (quoth hec) 
Burstingforth teares,likesprinpou t of a bonke, 
That euer I this disrnall day did see : 

Full farre was 1 from thinking such a prankc ; 
Yet litle lossc it were, and mickle thanke, 

If I should graunt that I haue doen the same, 
That I motedrinke the cup, whereof shed ranke: 
But tlmt 1 should die guiltie of the blame. 
The which another did, who now is fled with 
shame. 

i6 

Who was it then (sayd Ariegal!) that wrought? 
And why ? doe it declare vnto me trew. 

A knight (said he) if knight he may be thought, 
That did his hand in Ladies bloud embrew. 
And for no cause, but as I shall you shew. 

This day as I in solace sate hereby 
With a fayre loue, whose lossc I now do rew, 
There came this knight, hauing in companie 
This lucklessc Ladie, which now here doth 
headksse lie. 

He, whether mine seem’d fayrer in his eye, 

Or that he wexed weary of his owne, 

'Yould change with me ; but I did it denye ; 
^ did the Ladies both, as may be knowne, 

But he, whose spirit was with pride vpblowne, 
Would not so rest contented with his right, 
Buthauingfrom his courser her downe throwne, 
Ffo me reft mine away lawksse might, 

Atid on hk steed her set, to beare her out of , 
tight. ! 
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Which when his Ladie saw, she follow’d fast, 
And on him catching hold, gan loud to crie 
Not so to leaue her, nor away to cait> 

But rather of his hand besought to die. 

With that his sword he drew all wralhfully, 
Andat one st rokccropt ofl her head with scorne, 
In that same place, whereas it now doth lie. 
So he my loue away with him hath Ixirne, 
And left me here, both his and mine oan loue 
to mornc. 

>9 

Arcad (sayd ho) which way then did he make ? 
And by wliat markes may ne be knowne againc? 
To hope (quoth he) him soone to ouertake, 
That hence so long departed, is but vaine : 
But yet he prickta oner yonder ploine, 

And as I marked, bore vpon his shield, 

By which it's easie him to know againe, 

A broken sword within a bloodic field ; 
Expressing well his nature, which the same did 
wield. 

20 

No sooner sayd, but streight he after sent 
His yron page, who him pursew’d so light, 

As tnat it seem’d abouc the ground he went : 
For he was swift as swallow in her flight, 

And strong as Lyon in his Lordly might. 

It was not long, before he ouertooke 
Sir Sanglier ; (so deeped was that Knight) 
Whom at the first he ghessed by his lowe, 
And by the other markes, which of his shield be 
tookc. 

2 

He bad him stay, and backc with him retire ; 
Who full of scorne to be commnunded so, 

Tlie Lady to alight did eft rct^uire, 

Wliilest he reformed that vnnuill fo : 

And streight at him with all his force did go. 
Who mou’d no more therewith, then when a 
rockc 

Is lightly stricken with some stones throw; 
But to him leaping, lent him such a knocke, 
That on the pouna he layd him like a senoe* 
iesse blocke. 

22 

But ere be could him selfe recure againe, 

Him in his iron paw he seized had ; 

That when he wak’t out of his warelesse paine, 
He found him selfe, vnwist, so ill best^, 
That lim he could not wag. 'Thence be him lad, 
Bound like a beast appointed to the stall : 
The sight whereof the Lady sore adrtd, 

And fain'd to ^ for feare of being thrall ; 
But he her quicUy ftiyd, god font to wcod 
withalL 
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When to the place thev ca^, where ArUgall 
By that same carefuli Squire did then abide, 
He gently gan him to demaund of all, 

T^t did betwixt him and that Squire betide. 
Who with steme countenance and indignant 
pride 

Did aunswere, that of all he guiltlessc stood, 
And his accuser thcreup(X)n defide : 

For neither he did shed that Ladies bloud, 

Nor tooke away his loue, but his owne proper 
gooi- 24 

Well did thcSquireperceiuehimsclfe too weake, 
To aunswere his (Icfiaunce in the field, 

And rather chose his challenge oil to breake. 
Then toapproue his right withspeareandshield. 
And rather guilty chose him selfe to yield. 

But Arle^all by signes perceiuing plaine, 

That he it was not, which that Lady kild, 

But that strange Knight, the fairer loue to 
gaine, 

Did cast about by sleight the truth thereout to 
straine. 

And sayd, Now sure this doubtfull causes right 
Can hardly but by Sacrament be tridc, 

Or else by ordcle, or by blooddy fight ; 

That ill perhaps mote fall to either side. 

But if ye please, that I your cause decide. 
Perhaps 1 may all further quarrcll end. 

So ye will swearc my iudgement to abide, 
iiiereto they both did franckly condiscend, 
And to his doome with ILstfull cart's did both 
attend. jg 

Sith then (sayd he) ye both the dead deny, 

And both the lining I^dy claime your right. 
Let both the dead and liuing wjually 
Deuided be betwixt you here in sight. 

And each of either take his share aright. 

But looke who does dissent from this my read, 
He for a twclue moneths day shall in despight 
Beare for his penaunce that same Ladies head; 
To witnesse to the world, tliat she by him is 
dead. 

Well pleased with that doome was Sangliere, 
And ofired straight the Lady to be slaine. 
But that same ^uire, to whom she was more 
dere, 

When as he saw she should be cut in twaine. 
Did yield, she rather should with him remaine 
Aliue, then to him selfe be shared dead ; 

And rather then his loue should suffer poine. 
He chose withshame to beare that Ladies head. 
True loue despiseth shame, when life is cald in 
dread. 


23 

Whom when so willing Arlegall perceaued ; 
Not so thou Squire, (he sayd) but thine I deeme 
The liuing Lady, which from thee he reaued ; 
For worthy thou of her doest rightly seemc. 
And you, Sir Knight, that loue so light 
esteeme. 

As that ye would for little leaue the same, 
Take here your owne, that doth you best 
besceme, 

And with It beare the burden of defame; 
Your owne dead Ladies head, to tell abrode 
your sliame. 

But Sangliere disdained much his doome, 

And sternly gan repine at liis beheast ; 

Ne would for ought obay, as did become, 

To beare that Ladies head before his breast. 
Vntill that Talus had his pride represt, 

And forced him, maulgre, it vp to reare. 
Who when he saw it b^telessc to resist, 

He tooke it vp, and thence with him did beare, 
As rated Spaniell takes his burden vp for feare 

30 

Much did that Squire Sir ArtegaU adore, 

For his great iustice, held in high regard ; 
And as his Squire him offred cuermore 
To serue, for want of other meete reward, 
And wend with him on his aduenture hard. 
But he thereto would by no meanes consent ; 
But leauing him forth on his ioumey far’d . 
Ne wight with him but oncly Talus went. 
They two enough t’encounter an whole Kcgi* 
ment. 


Cant. II. 
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ArUgall hearts of Fbrimell, 

Does with the Pagan fight : 

Him slates, droumes Lady Munera, 

Does race her castle quight. 

I 

Nought is more honorable to a knight, 

Ne better doth beseeme braue cheualry. 
Then to defend the feeble in their right, 

And wrong redresse in such as wend awry. 
Whilome tnosc great Heroes got thereby 
Their greatest glory, for their rightful I deedes, 
And place deserued with the Gods on hy 
Herein the noblesse of this knight exceedes, 
Who now to perils great for iusticc sake pro* 
ceedes. 
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To which as he now was vppon the way, 

He (Wml to meet a Dwarfe in hasty course ; 
\^om he requir’d his forward hast to stay, 
Till be of tidings mote with him discourse. 
Loth was the Dwarfe, yet did he stay pcrforse, 
And gan of sundry new'es his store to tell, 

As to his memory th^ had recourse : 

But chiefely of the fatrest Flortmell, 

How she was found againe, and spusdc to 
MarineU. 

3. 

For this was Z)o«y, Florinirls ownc Dwarfe, 
WTiora hauing lost (as ye haue heard whyleare) 
And finding m the way the scat t red scarfe, 
The fortune of her life long time did fcare. 

But of her health when Artegall did heare. 
And safe returne, he was full inly glad, 

And askt him where, and when her bridale 
cheare 

Should be solemniz’d : for if time he had. 

He would be tliere.and honor to her spusallad. 


Within three daies (quoth hee) as I do here, 

It will be at the Castle of the strond ; 

Wliat time if naught me let, I will be there 
To doc her seruice, so as I am bond. 

But in my way a little here beyond 
A cursed auell Sarazin doth wonne, 

That keepes a Bridg^ passage by strong bond, 
AndmanyerrantKjiigntshaththere fordonne; 
That makes all men for feare that passage for 
to shonne. 

Wliat mister wight (quoth he) and how far 
hence 

Is he, that doth to traucllers such harm« ? 
He IS (said he) a man of great defence ; 
ExiKTt in batteil and in dcixles of armes ; 
And more emboldncd by the wicked cliarmes, 
With which hisdaughterdothhimstillsupport; 
Hauing great Lordsh i ps got and good ly farmer, 
Through strong oppression of his powre extort; 
By which he stil them holds, and keepes with 
strong effort. 

6 

And dayly be his wrongs enerraseth more, 

^r neuer wight he lets to passe that way, 
Ouer his Bri^, albee he rich or poorc, 
he him n^es his passage-penny pay : 
he doth hold him bocke or beat away. 
T^reto he hath a groorae of euill guize, 
UJosc scalp is bare, that bondagedoth bewray, 
^ich poU and pils the poorc in piteous wize ; 
he him selfe vppon the rich doth tyrannize. 


His name is hight PolUnte, rightly so 
For that he is so puissant and strong, 

That with his powre he all doth ouergo. 

And makes them subiect to his mighty wrong ; 
And some by sleight he eke doth vnderfong. 
For on a Bndge he cusiometh to fight. 

Which is but narrow, but exi'ceding long ; 
And in the siunc are many trap fals pight, 
Through which the rider downc ooih fall 
through ouersight. 

8 

And vnderneath the same a riucr flowes, 

That is bolhswiftaiiddangerousdeqiewitliall, 
Into the which whom s<i he oucrthrow(.*s, 

All destitute of hclpc doih headlong full, 

But he him selfe. Inrough practise vsuall, 
Lcaixs forth into the (loud, and there a-ssaies 
Ills foe confused through his sodainc fall, 
That horse and man he equally dismaics, 
And either l^oth (hem drowncs, or trayter- 
ously slues. ^ 

Then doth he take the sjwile of them at will, 
And tohisdaughtcr brings, thatdwelslherehv : 
Who all that comes doth take, and there with 
fill 

The coffers of her wicked threasury ; 

I Which she with wrongs hath hcaricd vp so hy, 

I That many Princes she in weallfi cxceedes, 
And purchast all the countrey lying ny 
With the rcuenuc of her plenteous mr^es, 
Her name is Muttna, agreeing with hcrdeedcs 

ro 

Tliereto she is full faire, and rich attired, 

With golden hands and silucr fectc beside, 
Tliat many Lords haue her to wife desired : 
Hut she them all despiseth for great pride. 
Now by my life (savd he) and God to guide, 
None other way will 1 this day betake, 

Hut by that Bridge, whereas he doth abide ; 
'fhcreforc me thii licr lead. No more he spake. 
Hut thitherward forthright his ready way did 
make. 

II 

Vnto the place he came within a while, 

Where on the Bridge he ready armed saw 
The Sarazin, awayting for some spoilc. 

Who as they to tlic passage gan to draw, 

A villainc to them came with scull all raw, 
That passage money did of them require, 
According to the custome of their law. 

To whom he aunswerd wroth, I>oe there thy 
hire ; 

And with that word him strooke, that itreight 
he did expire. 
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Which when the P«gan saw, he wexcd wroth, 
And streight him selfe vnto the fight addrest, 
Ne was Sir Arte^aU behinde : so both 
Together ran with ready speares in rest. 
Right in the midst, whereas they brcst to brest 
Should meete, a trap was let ten downe to fall 
Intothc flood: streight leapt the Carle vnblcst, 
Well weening that his foe was falne withall : 

But he was wdl aware, and leapt before his fall. 


There being both together in the floud. 

They each at other tyrannously flew ; 

Nc ought the water cooled their whot bloud, 
But rather in them kindled choler new. 

But there the Paynim, who that vse well knew 
To fight in water, great aduantage had. 

That oftentimes him nigh he ouerthrew : 

And eke the courser, wnereuppon he rad, 
Could swim like to a fish, whiles he his backe 
bestrad. 

14. 

Which oddes when as Sir Artegall espide, 

He saw no way, but close with him in hast ; 
And to him dnuine strongly downe the tide, 
Vppon his iron coller jjrip^ fast, 

Tnat with the straint his wesand nigh he brast. 
There they towther stroue and struggled long. 
Either the other from his steede to cast ; 

Ne euer Artegall his griple strong 
For any thing wold slacke, but still vppon him 
bong. 

As when a Dolphin an^ a Sele are met, 

In the wide cnampion of the Ocean plaine : 
With cruell chaufe their courages they whet, 
The maysterdome of each by force to gaine. 
And dreadfull battailc twixt them dodarraine : 
They snuf, they snort, they bounce, they rage, 
they rore, 

That all the sea disturbed with their traine. 
Doth frie with feme aboue the surges here. 
Such was betwixt these two the troublesome 
vprore. 

i6 

So AftegaB at length him forst forsake 
His horses backe, for dread of being drownd, 
And to his handy swimming him ^take. 
Eftsoones him selfe he from his hold vnbownd, 
And then no ods at all in him he fownd : 

For Artegall in swimming skilfull was. 

And durst the depth of any water sownd. 

So ought each Knight, that vse of peril! has, 
In swimming be expert through waters force to 
pas. 
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Then very doubtfull was the wanes euent, 
Vnccrtainc whether had the better side : 

For both were skild in that experiment, 

And both in armes well traind and throughly 
tridc. 

But Artegall was better breath’d beside, 

And towards th’end, grew greater in his might, 
That his faint foe no longer could abide 
His puissance, ne bearc him selfe vpright. 
But from the water to.the land betooke his flight. 

18 

But Artegall pursewd him still so neare, 

With bright Chiysaor in his cruell hand, 

That as his head he gan a litle reare 
Aboue the brincke, to tread vpon the land, 
He smote it off, that tumbling on the strand 
It bit the earth for very fell despight, 

And gnashed with his teeth, as if he band 
H igh G od , whosegoodnesse hedespoired qu ight , 
Or curst the hand, which did that vengeance on 
him dight. 
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His corps was carried downe along the I.ce, 
Whose waters with his filthy blond it stayned • 
But his blasphemous head, that all might see, 
He pitcht vpon a pole on high ordayned ; 
Where many years it afterwards remayned, 
To be a mirrour to all mighty men, 

In whose right liands great power is contayned, 
That none of them the feeble ouerren, 

But alwaies doe their powre within iust com- 
passe pen. 
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That done, vnto the Castle he did wend. 

In wliich the Paynims daughter did abide, 
Guarded of many which did her defend : 

Of whom he entrance sought, but was denide, 
And with reprochfull blasphemy defide, 
Beaten with ston es downe from tne battilmcnt, 
That he was forced to withdraw aside ; 

And bad his seruant Talus to inuent 
Wliich way he enter might, without endanger- 
ment. 

31 

Eftsoones his Page drew to the Castle gate, 
And with his iron flale at it let flie, 

That all the warders it did sore amale, 

The which ercwhile spake so reprochfully, 
And madethem8toupe,that looked earstso hie. 
Yet still he bet, ana bounst vppon the dore, 
And thundred strokes thereon so hideouslie, 
That all the peece he shaked from the florc, 
And filled all the house with fdtre and great 
vprore. 
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With noise whereof the L«dv forth appeared Her selfc then tooke he by the sclendcr wast, 

Vppon the Cattle walk and when she saw In vaine loud crying, and into the flood 

Tm daunserous state, in which she stood, she Ouer the Castle wall adowne her cast, 
Thesadraectof herneareouerthrow; [feared And there her drowned in the durty mud : 
And gan entreat that iron man below. But the streame washt awny her guilty blood 

To cease his outrage, and him faire be^ught, Thereafter all that mucky pelfe he tooke, 
Siihncitherforceofstoiicswhichthcydidthrow, The spoile of peoples euill gotten good, 

Nor powr of charms, which she against him The which her sire had scrap’t by hooke and 
wrought, crooke. 

Might odierwise preuaile, or make him cease And burning all to ashes, powr'd it downe the 
for ought brookc. 

But when as yet she saw him to proceede, And lastly all that Castle quite he raced, 
Vnmou’dwith praiers,or with piteous thought, Euen from the sole of his foundation, 

She ment him to corrupt with goodly me^e ; And all the hewen stones tlwreof defaced, 
And cau^e great sackes with endlcssc riches Tliat there mote be no hoj)e of reparation, 
Vntothebattilmenttobcvpbrought, [fraught. Nor memory thereof to any nation. 

And powred forth ouer the Castle wall, All which when Talus throughly had per* 

That she might win some time, though dearly fourmed, 

bought Sir ArU^all vndid the euill fashion, 

Whilest he to gathering of the gold did fall. And wickedcustomtsof that Bridge refounred. 
But he was nothing mou‘d, nor tempted there- Which done, vnto his former iourney he re* 
withall. tourned. ^ 

^4 ^ 

But still continu’d his assault the more, In which they measur'd mickle weary way, 
And layd on load with his huge yron flaile, Till that at length nigh to the sea they drew ; 

That at the length he has yrent the dore. By which as tliey did truuell on a day, 

And made way for his maister to assaile. Tliey saw before them, far as they could vew, 

Who being entred, nought did then auaile Full many people gathered in a crew ; 

Forwight,a^ainstWspowrethemsclucstorearc: Whose great assembly they did much admire. 
Eadi one did fiie ; their hearts began to faile, For neuer there the like resort they knew. 
And hid them selucs in corners here and there ; So towardcs them t hey coasted, to enquire 
And eke their dame halfe dead did hide her self What thing so many nations met, did there 

for feare. desire. 
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Long they her sought, yet no where could they There they beheld a mighty Gyant stand 
nnde her, Vpon a rockc, and holding forth on hie 

That sure they ween’d she was escapt away : An huge great paire of balbnce in his hand, 
Butra/ttj,thatcouldlikealimehoundwmdcheri With which he boasted in his surquedrie. 
And all things secrete wisely could bewray, That all the world he would weigh equallie, 

At length found out, whereas she hidden lay If ought he had the same to counterpoys. 

Vnder an heape of gold. Thence he her drew For want whereof he weighed vanity, 

By the faire l^kes, and fowly did array, And fild his ballauncc full of idle toys ; 
Withouten pitty of her goodly hew, Yet was admired much of foolcs, women, and 

That Arte^ him selfe her seemelesse plight boys. 

did rew. ^ would all the earth vptake, 

Yet for no pitty would he change the course And all the sea, dcuided each from cither ; 

Of lustice, wnich in Talus hand did lye ; So would he of the fire one ballaunce moke, 

Who rudely hayld her forth without remorse, Andoneofth*ayre,without or wind.orwrther* 
Still bolding vp her suppliant hands on hyc. Then would be ballaunce heauen and hell to* 
^ kneeling at his feete submissiuely. gethcr, , 

^tbehersupplianthands,thosehandsofgold, And all that did within them all contune^ 
And eke her feete, those feete of tiluer tryc, Ofallwhose weight, he would not misseafem 

^^Tiicbtoaghtvnr^teousiie«e,andiurticesold, And kioke what surplus did of each reintme, 
off, and nayld 00 that all might He would to hii owne part restore the same 
than behold, againe. 


The sad effect of her neareouerthrow; [feared 
And gan entreat that iron man below. 

To cease his outrage, and him faire be^ught, 
Siihncitherforceofstoiicswhichthcydidthrow, 
Nor powr of charms, which she tij^nst him 
wrought, 

Might odierwise preuaile, or make him cease 
for ought 

But when as yet she saw him to proceede, 
Vnmou’dwith praiers,or with piteous thought, 
She ment him to corrupt with goodly me^c ; 
And causde ^reat sackes with endlesse riches 
Vnto the battilment tobevpbrought, [fraught. 
And powred forth ouer the Castle wall, 

That she might win some time, though dearly 
bought 

Whilest he to gathering of the gold did fall. 
But be was nothing mou’d, nor tempted there- 
withall. 
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But still continu’d his assault the more, 

And layd on load with his huge yron fiaile, 
That at the length he has yrent the dore. 

And made way for his malster to assaile. 
Who being entred, nought did then auaile 
Forwight,againsthispowrethemscluestorearc: 
Each one did fiie ; their hearts began to faile, 
And hid them selucs in corners here and there ; 
And eke their dame halfe dead did hide her self 
for feare. 

Long they her sought, yet no where could they 
nnde her, 

That sure they ween’d she was escapt away : 
But ra/ttj,thatcouldlikcalimehound windchcr, 
And all things secrete wisely could bewray, 
At length found out, whereas she hidden lay 
Vnder an heape of gold. Thence he her drew 
By the faire lockes, and fowly did array, 
Withouten pitty of her goodly hew, 

That ArU^ him selfe her seemelesse plight 
didww. ^ 

Yet for TO pitty would he change the course 
Of luitice, which in Talus hand did lye ; 
Who rudely hayld her forth without remorse. 
Still bolding vp her suppliant hands on hye, 
^ kneelii^ at his feete submissiuely. 
^tbehertupplianthands, those handiof gold, 
^ eke her feete, those feete of tiluer tryc, 
^^Tiicbioogbtvnr^teousDe«e,andiuttkxso]d, 
'^bopc off, and nayld co high, that all might 
then behold. 
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For why, he sayd they all vneauall were, 

And encroched vppon otters share. 

Like as the sea (which plaine he shewed there) 
Had wome the earth, so did the fire the aire, 
So all the rest did others parts empaire. 

And so were realmes and nations run awry. 

All which he vndertooke for to rej^ire, 

In sort as they were formed aunciently ; 

And all things would reduce vnto equality. 

33 

Tlicrefore the vulgar did about liim flocke, 

And cluster thicke vnto liis leasings vaine, 
Like foolish flies about an hony crocke, 

In hope by him great benefite to gaine, 

And vncontrolled freedome to obtame. 

All which when Arlegall did see, and heare, 
How he mis-lcd the simple peoples trame, 

In sdeignfull wize he drew vnto him nearc, 
And thus vnto him spake, without regard or 
tearc. ^ 

Tliou that presum st to weigh the world anew, 
And all things to an equall to restore, 

In stead of right me seemes great wrong dost 
shew, 

And far aboue thy forces pitch to sore 
For ere thou limit what is lesse or more 
In euery thing, thou oughtest first to know, 
What was the poyse of euery j)art of yore : 
And looke then how much it doth ouerflow, 
Or fade thereof, so much is more then iust to 

For at the first they all created were 
In goodly measure, by their Makers might. 
And weighed out in ballaunccs so nere, 

That not a dram was missing of their right, 
The earth was in the middle centre pight. 

In which it doth immoueable abide, 

Hemd in with waters like a wall in sight ; 

And they with aire, that not a drop can slide : 
At which the heauens containe, and in their 
courses guide. 

Such heauenly iustice doth among them raine, 
That euery one doe know their certaine bound, 
In which they doe these many yeares remaine, 
And mongst them al no change hath yet beene 
found. 

But if thou now shouldst weigh them new in 
pound, 

We are not sure they would so long remaine ; 
All change isperillous,and allchaunce vnsound. 
Therefore leaue oS to weigh them all againe, 
Till we may be assur’d they shall their course 
retaine. 


Thou foolishe Elfe (said then the Gyant wroth) 
Seest not, how badly all thin0 present bee, 
And each estate quite out of order goth ? 

The sea it selfe doest thou not plainely see 
Encroch vppon the land there vnder thee ; 
And th’earth it selfe bow daily its increast. 
By all that dying to it turned be } 

Were it not good that wrong were then sur- 
ceast, 

And from the most, that some were giuen to the 
least ? Q 

30 

Therefore I will throw downe these mountaines 
hie, 

And make them leuell with the lowly plaine * 
These towring rocks, which reach vnto the skic, 
I will thrust downe into the deepest maine, 
And as they were, them equalize againe. 
Tyrants that make men subiect to their law, 

I will suppresse, that they no more may rainc , 
And Loramgs curbe, that commons ouer-jw . 
And all the wealth of rich men to the poore will 
draw. 

39 

Of things vnseene how ranst thou deeme angnf, 
Tlien answered the riglueous Ariegcdl, 

Sith thou misdecm’st so much of things in 
sight ? 

What though the sea with waues continuall 
Doe eate the earth, it is no more at all : 

Ne is the earth the lesse, or loseth ought, 

For whatsoeuer from one place doth fall, 

Is with the tide vnto an other brought : 

For there is nothmg lost, that may be found , if 
sought. 

Likewise the earth is not augmented more, 

By all tliat dying into it doe fade. 

For of the earth they formed were of yore 
How euer gay their blossome or their blade 
Doe flourish now, they into dust shall vadc 
What wrong then is it, if that when thev di'*. 
They tume to that, whereof they first wcit 
made } 

All in the powre of their great Maker lie : 

All creaturesmi5t obey the voic-e of themost Ine. 

They liue, they die. Tike as he doth ordainc, 
Ne euer any asketh reason why. 

The hils doc not the lowly dales disdaine ; 
The dales doe not the lofty hills enuy. 

He maketh Kiiigs to sit in souerainty ; 

He maketh subiects to their powre obay ; 

He pulleth downe, he setteth vp on hy ; 

He «ues to this, from that he takes away. 
Forulwehaueishis: what he list doe, he may. 
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What euer thing is Smt, by him is donne, 

Ne any may his mi|^ty will withstand ; 

Ne any may his soueraine p^er shonne, 

that he hathbound with stedfast band . 
In vaine therefore doest thou now take in hand, 
To call to count, or weigh his workes anew, 
Whoseoounselsdepththoucanstnotvnderstand, 
Sith of things subiect to thy daily vcw 
Thou doest not know the causes, nor their 
courses dew. 

43 

For take thy ballaunce, if thou be so wise, 

And weigh the winde, that vnder heauen doth 
blow ; 

Or weigh the light, that in the East doth rise; 
Or weigh the thought, that from mans mind 
doth flow. 

But if the weight of these thou canst not show, 
Weighbut one word which from thy lipsdoth fall. 
For how canst thou those greater secrets know, 
That doest not know the least thing of them all ? 
Ill can he rule the great, that cannot reach the 
small. 

44 

Therewith the Gyant much abashed sayd ; 
That he of little things made reckoning light. 
Yet the least word tmit euer could be layd 
Within his ballaunce, he could way aright. 
Which is (sayd he) more heauy then in weight. 
The right or wrong, the false or else the trew ? 
He answered, that he would try it streight, 

So he the words into his ballaunce threw, 

But streight the winged words out of his 
ballaunce flew. 

Wroth wext he then, and sayd, that words were 
light, 

Ne would within his ballaunce well abide. 

But he could iustly weigh the wrong or right. 
Well then, sayd Arte^aU, let it be tride. 

First in one ballance set the true aside. 

He did so first ; and then the false he layd 
In th’other scale ; but still it downe did slide, 
And by no meane could in the weight be stayd. 
For by no meanes the false willw ithfthe truth be 
wayd. 

^ow take the right likewise, sayd ArtegaU, 

And counterpeise the same with so much wrong. 
So first the right he put into one scale ; 

then thcGyantstroue withpuissancestrong 
To fill the other scale with so much wrong. 
But all the wrongs that he therein could lay, 
Might not it pcisc ; yet did he labour long, 
And swat, ana chauf’d, and proued every way : 
* all the wrongs could not a little ri^t 
downe way. 


Which when he saw, he greatly grew in rage, 
And almost would his balances haue broken: 
But Artegcdl him faircly gan asswage, 

And said ; Be not vpon thy balance wroken : 
For they doc nought but right or wrong be- 
token ; 

But in the mind the doomc of right must bee ; 
And so likewise of words, f he which be spoken, 
The earc must be the ballance, to decree 
And iudge, whether with truth or falshood iliey 
agree. 
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But set the truth and set the right aside, 

For they with wrong or falshood will not fare ; 
And put two wrongs together to be tride, 

Or el^ two falscs, of each equal 1 share ; 

And then together doe them both coin)wc. 
For truth is one, and right is euer one. 

So did he, and then plaine it did apfiearc, 
Whether of them the greater were attonc. 
But right sate in the middest of the beame 
alone. 

4Q 

But he the right fromthcncc did thrust away, 
For it was not the right, which he did seeke ; 
But rather strouc cxlrcmilics to way, 

Th’one to diminish, ih’other for to eckc. 

For of the meane he p-catly did mislecke. 
Whom when so lewdly minded Talus found, 
Approching iii^h vnlo him chcckc by rhecke, 
He shouldered him from off the higher ground, 
And down the rock him throwing, in the sea 
him dround. 

50 

Like as a ship, whom cruel I tempest driucs 
Vj)on a rockc with horrible dismay, 

Her shattered ribs in thousand fx'cccs riues, 
And spoyling all her gearcs and goodly ray, 
Docs make her sclfc misfortunes piteous pray. 
So downe the chfic the wretched Gyant 
tumbled ; 

His battred l>allancc‘S in pc*eccs lay, 

His timbered bones all broken rudely rurnbW, 
So was the high aspyrmg with huge ruinc 
humbled. 

51 

Tliat when the people, whidi Irnd there about 
Long way ted, saw his sudden desolation, 
They gan to gather in tumultuous rcnil. 

And mutining, to stirre vj; ciuill faction. 

For certaine lossc of so great exjx'Ctation. 
For well they hoped to liaue ^ot great good, 
And wondrous nehes by his innouation. 
Therefore resoluing to reuenge his blood, 

They rose in armes, and allin battcllorderstood 
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>Vhich lawlesM multitude him comming too 
In warlike wise, when AriegaU did vew, 

He much was troubled, ne wist what to doo. 
For loth he was his noble hands t’embrew 
In the base blood of such a rascatl crew ; 

And otherwise, if that he should retire, 

He fear’d least they wjth shame would him 
pursew. 

Therefore he Tdus to them sent, t’inquire 
** The cause of their array, and truce for to desire. 

. 53 . 

But soonc as they him nigh approching spide, 
They gan with all their weapons him assay, 
And r^ely stroke at him on euery side : 

Yet nought they could him hurt, ne ought 
dismay. 

But when at them he with his flaile gan lay, 
He like a swarme of flyes them ouerthrew ; 

Ne any of them durst come in his way, 

But here and there before his presence fie'*'. 
And hid themselues in holes and bushes from 
his vew. ^ 

As when a Faulcon hath with nimble flight 
Flowne at a flush of Ducks, foreby the brooke. 
The trembling foule dismayd with dreadfull 
sight 

Of dicath, the which them almost ouertooke, 
Doc hide themselues from her astony ing looke, 
Amongst the flags and couert round about. 
When Talus saw they ail the field forsooke 
And none appear’d of all that raskall rout, 

To Arte%all he turn’d, and went with him 
throughout. 

Cant. III. 

The spousals of Jaire Flmmell^ 
where tumey many kni^his : 

There Bra^^adochio ts vneas'd 
in all the Ladies sights. 

1 

After long stormes and tempests oucrblownc. 
The sunne at length his ioyous face doth clearer 
So when as fortune all her spight hath showne, 
Someblisfull hourt satlast must needts appeare ; 
Else should afflicted wiglits oftimes despeire. 
So comes it now to Flortmell by toumc. 

After long sorrowes suffered whylearc, 

In which captiu’dshemanymonetnsdidmoume, 
Totastol ioy,and to wont pleasures to retoume. 


Who being freed from Proteus cruell bend 
By Marinellt was vnto him afhde, 

And by him brought againe to Faerie land ; 
Whereheherspou^d.aiidmadehisicyoiisbride. 
The time and place was blazed farre and wide ; 
And solemne feasts and giusts ordain’d there- 
fore. 

To which there did resort from euery side 
Of Lords and Ladies infinite great store ; 

Ne any Knight was absent, that braue courage 
bore. ^ 

To tell the glorie of the feast that day, 

The goodly seruice, the deuicefull sights, 

The bridegromes state, the brides most rich 
aray. 

The pride of Ladies, and the worth of knights, 
The royall banauets, and the rare delights 
Were worke fit for an Hcrauld, not for me : 
But for so much as to my lot here lights, 
That with this present treatise doth agree, 
True vertue toaduance,shallhere recounted bee, 

.4 

When all men had with full satietie 
Of meates and drinkes their appetites suffiz’d. 
To deedes of armes and proofe of cheualrie 
ITiey gan thcmeelues addresse, f u 1 1 r ic haguiz’d. 
As each one had his furnitures deuiz’d. 

And first of all issu’d Sir MarmclU 
And with him si.xe knights more, which enter* 
priz’d 

To chalcnge all in right of Flortmell^ 

And to maintaine, that she all others did excell 

The first of them was hight Sir Orimonit 
A noble Knight, and tride in hard assayes : 
The second had to name Sir Bellisonlt 
But second vnto none in prowesse prayse ; 
The third was Brunell, famous in his dayes ; 
The fourth Ecaslor, of exceeding might ; 

The fift Armeddan, skild in louely layes ; 

The sixt was Lansack, a redoubted Knight : 
All sixe well scene in armes, and prou’d in many 
a fight. j 

And them against came all that list to giust, 
From euery coast and countric vnder sunne ; 
None was debard, but all had leaue that lust. 
The trompets sovmd ; then all together ronne. 

Fullmanydedcsof armes thatday weredonne, 
And many knights vnhorst 4 nd many wounded 
As fortune fell ; yet litle lost or wonne : 

But all that day tM greatest prayse redounded 
To Marinell, whose name me Heralds loud 
resounded 
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The second day, so sowe as morrow light 
Appear’d in heauen, into the field they came^ 
And there all day cootinew’d cruell fight, 
With diuers fortune fit for such a game, 

In which all stroue with perill to winne fame. 
Yet whether side wai victor, note be ghest : 
But at the last the trompets did proc^e 
That ManntU that day dcserueJ best. 

So they disparted were,and all men went to rest. 

8 

The third day came, that should due tryall lend 
Of all the rest, and then this warlike crew 
Together met, of all to make an end. 

There MarintU great deeds of armes did shew ; 
And through t\w thickest like a Lyon flew, 
Rashingoff helme$,and ryuing plates a sonder. 
That euery one his daunger did eschew. 

So terribly his dreadfull strokes did thonder, 
That all men stood amaz'd, and at his mightdid 
wonder. 

9 

But what on earth can alwayes happie stand ? 
The greater prowesse greater perils find. 

So farre he past amongst his enemies band, 
Tliat they haue him enclosed so behind, 

As by no meanes he can himsclfe outwind. j 
And now perforce they haue him prisoner taken; 
And now they doe with captiue bands him bind; 
And now they lead him thence, of all forsaken, 
Vnlcsse some succour had in time him ouerlaken. 

10 

It fortun’d whylcst they were thus ill beset, 

Sir Arlfiall into the Tilt-yard came, 

With Brafgadochio, whom he lately met 
Vpon the way, with that his snowy Dame. 
Where when he vnderstood by common fame, 
What euill hap to Marinell betid, 

He much was mou’d at so vnworthie shame, 
And streight that booster prayd, with whom 
he rid, 

Tochangehisshicldwith him,tobe thebetterhid. 


^®^h be went, and s^c them oucr hent, 
J^ere they were leading Marinell away, 
he assayld with dreadlessc hardiment, 
forst the burden of their prize to stay, 
^y were an hundred knights of that array ; 
Dt which th'one halfc vpon himselfe did set, 
other stayd behind to gard the pray. 

A j r ^ former fiftie bet ; 

the other fiftie soone the prisoner 


la 

So backe he brcaight Sir Marinell againe ; 
Whom hauing quickly arm'd againe anew^ 
They both together ioyned mi^t and nmine, 
To set afresh on all the other ctcw. 

Whom w i th sore hauocke soone t hey ouerthrew. 
And chaced quite out of the field, that none 
Against them durst his head to |)erill shew. 
So were they left Lords of the field alone : 

So Marinell by him was rescu’d from his font. 

»3 

Wliich when he had perform’d, then bucko agiiine 
To BraModorhw aid his shield restore : 

Who allthis while bchird him did remaine, 
Keeping there dose with him in pretious store 
That his false Ladie, as ye heard afore. 

Then did the trompets sound, and ludgcs rose, 
And all these knignts, which that day armour 
bore, 

Came to the 0 |)cn hall, to listen whose 
The honour of the prize sliould be adiudg’d bj 
those. 

14 

And thether also came in open sight 
Fayrc FlmmelU into the common hall, 

To greet his guerdon vnto cucr>' knight, 

And best to him, to whom tire U-st slioukl fall 
Then (or that stranger knight they loud did rail, 
To whom that dav I hey should t hcgirlond yield 
Who came not forth, but for Sir ArlrfoJl 
Came Bras^adocliio, and did shew hLs sliield, 
Which bore the Sunne brode blazed in a golden 

.5 

Tlic sight whereof did all with gladnessc fill: 
So vnto him they did addeeme the prise 
OfallthatTryumph. Then tJ»etromj)el8^rlll 
Don Brag^adochtos name rcsouiKka thrisc : 
So courage lent a cloke to cowardise. 

And then to him came fayrest Florimellt 
And goodly gan to greet his braue emprise, 
And thousand tlianlces him yeeld, that had so 
well 

Approu’d lliat day, that she all others did exoell. 
16 

To Whom the booster, that all knights did blot, 
With proud disdainc did scomcfull answere 
make ; 

That what he did that day, be did it not 
For her, but for his owne deare Ladies sakci 
Whom on his perill he did vndertake, 

Both her and eke all others to exccll : 

And further did vneomely speachw crake. 
Much did his words the gentle Ladie quell, 
And turn’d aside for shame to heare, what be 
did tell 
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Then forth he brought his snowy FlorimeUt 
Whom Trompart had in keeping there beside, 
Couered from peoples gazement with a vele. 
Whomwhendiscoueredtheyhadthroughlyeidc, 
With great amazement they were stupefide ; 
And said, that surely Florimll it was, 

Or if it were not Florimll so tride. 

That Fhrimli her selfe she then did pas. 

So feeble skill of perfect things the vulgar has. 

i8 

Which when as Marmell beheld likewise, 

He was therewith exceedingly dismayd ; 

Ne wist he what to thinke, or to deuise, 
Butlikeas one, whom feends had made aflrayd, 
He long astonish t stood, ne ought he sayd, 
Nc ought he did, but with fast fixed eies 
He gazed still vpon that snowy mayd ; 
Whom euer as he did the more auize, 

The more to be true Florimll he did surmize. 

*9 

As when two sunnes appeare in the azure skye. 
Mounted in Phoebus charet fierie bright, 
Bothdarting forth fairebeames toeach manseye. 
And both adorn’d with lampes of flaming lignt. 
All that behold so strange prodigious sight. 
Not knowing natures worke,norwhat toweene. 
Are rapt with wonder, and with rare affright. 
So sto()d Sir Marwfll, when he kad scene 
The scmblant of this false by his faire beauties 
Queene. ^ 

All which when Artegall, who all this while 
Stoodinthepreasseclosecoucrcd.wclladucwed, 

And saw that boasters pride and gracelessc 
guile, 

He could no longer bcarc, but forth issewed. 
And vnto all himsclfe there open shewed, 
And to the boaster said ; Thou loscll bai, 
That hast with borrowed plumes thy selfe 
endewed. 

And others worth with leasings docst deface, 
When they are all restor’d, thou shalt rest in 
disgrace. 

Thatshicld,whichthou doest bearc,w.xs i t indeed, 
Which this dayes honour sau’d to Martndl ; 
But not ^t arme, nor thou the man I rc^. 
Which didst tliat seruice vnto Florimll. 

For proofe shew forth thy sword, and let it tell, 
What strokes, what drcadfull stoure it stird 
this day ; 

Or shew dtic wounds, which vnto thee befell ; 
Or shew the sweat, with which thou diddest 
sway 

So shaipe a battell, that so many did dismay. 


22 

But this the sword, which wrought those cruel] 
stounds, 

And this the arme, the which that shield did 
beare, fwound^s) 

And th^ the signes, (so shewed forth his 
By which that glorie gotten doth appeare. 
As for this Ladie, which he sheweth here, 

Is not (I wager) Florimll at all ; 

But some fayre Franion, fit for such a fere. 
That by misfortune in his hand did fall. 

For proofe whereof, he bad them Flortnull 
forth call. 

23 

So forth the noble Ladie was ybreught. 
Adorn’d with honor and all comely grace : 
Whereto her bashfu 1 1 sharaefastnesse y wrought 
A great increase in her faire blushing fece ; 

As roses did with Lilies interlace. 

For of those words, the which that booster 
threw. 

She inly yet conceiued great disgrace. 

Whom when as all the people such did vew, 
They shouted loud, and signes of gladnesse all 
did shew. 

Then did he set her by that snowy one 
Like the true saint beside the image set, 

Of both their beauties to make paragone, 
And trial!, whether should the honor get. 
Streight way so soone as both together met, 
Th’enchauntcd Damzell vanisht into noughl: 
Her snowy substance melted as with heat, 

Nc of that goodly hew remayned ouglit, 

But th’emptie girdle, which about her wast l^as 
wrought. 

As when the daughter of Thaumanies faire. 
Hath in a watry cloud displayed wide 
Her goodly bow, which fiaints the liquid ayre ; 
That all men wonder at her colours pride ; 
All suddenly, ere one can looke aside, 

The glorious picture vanisheth away, 

Nc any token doth thereof abide : 

So did this Ladies goodly forme decay, 

And into nothing goe, ere one could it bei^ra). 

26 

Wliich when as all that present were, l^ehcld, 
Thev stricken were witn CTeat astonishment, 
And their faint harts wiUi senselessc hoirour 
queld, 

To see the thing, that seem’d so excellent. 

So stolen from their fancies wonderment ; 
That what of it became, none vnderstood. 
And Bra^adochw selfe with dreriment 
So daunted was in his despeyring mood, 

That like a lifelesse corse imznoucable he stood. 
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Bnt ArttieS th«t goWen belt vptooke, 

Tlie which of all her spoylc was onely left ; 
Wbifh was not hers, as manv it mistooke» 

But Flmmells owne girdle, from her reft, 
While she was flying, like a weary weft, 

From thatfoule monster, which did hercompell 
To perils great ; which he vnbuckling eft. 
Presented to the fayrest FhrimeU ; 

round about her tender wast it fitted well. 

28 

Full many Ladies often had assay d, 

About their middles that faire belt to knit ; 
And many a one suppos’d to be a mayd : 

Yet it to none of all their loynes would fit, 

TUI FlorimeU about her fastned it. 

Such power it had, that to no womans wast 
By any skill or labour it would sit, 

Vnlesse that she were continent and chast, 
But it would lose or breake, that many had 
disgrast. ^ 

WTiilest thus thw busied were bout FlorinuU, 
And boostfull Braggadochio to defame, 

Sir Guyan as by fortune then befell. 

Forth from the thickest preasse of f)eoplecame, 
His owne good steed, which he had stolne, to 
clame ; 

And th’onc hand seizing on his golden bit, 
With th'othcr drew his sword : for with the 
same 

He ment the thiefe there deadly to hauc smit ; 
And had he not bene held, he nought had fayld 
of it. 

30 

Tliereof great hurly burly moued was 
Tliroughout the hall, for that same warlike 
horse. 

For Braggadochio would not let him pas ; 

Guyon would him algates haue perforse, 
Or it approuc vpon his carrion corse. 

\Vhich t roublousstirre vfhcnArUgall perceiued, 
He nigh them drew to stay th’auengers forse, 
^d gan inquire, how was that steed bercaued, 
'wther by might extort, or else by slight 
deceaued. 

'’^^^11 that piteous stone, which befell 
Jhout that wofull couple, which were slaine, 
And their young bloodic babe to him gan tell ; 

ith^whom whfles he did in the wood remainc, 
Hu ho^ purloyned was by subtill traine : 
which he cbalen^ the thiefe to fight, 
be for nought could him thereto constraine. 
^ as the death he hated such despight, 

^ rather had to lose, then trie in armei his 
right 


Which Artegall well hearing, thougli no more 
By law of armes there neeoe ones right to trie, 
As was the wont of warlike knights of yore, 
Then that his foe should him the field denie, 
Yet further right by tokens to descrie. 

He askt, what priuie tokens he did beare. 

If that (said Guym) may you satisfie, 

Within his mouth a blacke spot doth ajipetre, 
Shapt like a horses shoe, who list to se^ it 
there. 

33 

Whereof to make due tryall, one did take 
The horse in hand, within his mouth to looke : 
But with his hcelts so sorely he him stroke, 
That all his ribs he quite in pcece* broke, 
That neuer word from that day forth he spoke. 
Another tliat would seeme to haue more wit, 
Him by the bright embrodered hedstall tooke : 
But by the shoulder him so sore he bit, 

That he him maymed quite, and all hit shoulder 
split. 

34 

Ne he his mouth would open vnto wight, 
Vntill that Guyon selfe vnto him spake. 

And calk'd Brtgadore (so was he bight) 

Whose voice so soone as he did vndertoke, 
Eftsoones he stood as still as any stake, 

And suflred all his secret marke to see : 

And when as he him nam’d, for ioy he brake 
His bands, and follow’d him with giadfull glee, 
And friskt, and (long aloft, and louted low on 
knee. 

35 

Tliercby Sir Artegall did f)Iainc areed, 

That vnto him the horse belong’d, and sayd ; 
Lo there Sir Guyon, take to you the steed, 

As he with golden saddle is arayd ; 

And let that losell, plaincly now displayd, 
Hence fare on foot, till he an horse hauc 
gayned. 

But the proud boaster gan hisdooine vpbrayd, 
And him reuiPd, and rated, and disdtyncci, 
That iudgement so vniust against him had 
ordayned. 

36 

Much was the knight incenst with hislcwd word, 
To haue reuenged that his vilicny : 

And thrise did lay his harjd vpon nis sword, 
To hauc him slaine, or detrely docii aby^ 

But Guyon did his choler panfy, 

Saying, Sir knight, it would dishonour bee 
To you, that are our iudge of equity. 

To wreake your wrath on such a carle u bee : 
It’s punishment enough, that all bis shame doe 
see. 


L 
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So did he mitigate Sir Arte^aUf 
But Talus by the backe the boaster hent, 

And drawing; him out of the (^n hall, 

Vpon him did inflict this punishment. 

First he his beard did shaue, and fowly shent : 
Then from him reft his shield, and it renucrst, 
And blotted out his armes with fabhood blent, 
And himselfe baffuld, and hb armes vnherst, 
And broke hb sword in twaine, and all his 
armour spcrst. 

38 

The whiles his guilefull groome was fled away : 
But vaine it was to thinke from him to flie. 
Who ouertaking him did disaray, 

And all his face deform’d with infamie. 

And out of court him scourged openly. 

So ought all faytours, that true knighthood 
shame, 

And armes dishonour with base villanie, 

From all braue knights be banisht witli defame : 
For oft their lewdnes blotteth good deserts 
with blame. 

39 

Now when these counterfeits were thus vneased 
Out of the foresidc of their forgerie, 

And in the sight of all men cleane disgraced, 
All gan to lest and gibe full mcrilie 
At the remembrance of their knauorie. 

Ladies can laugh at Ladies, Knightsat Knights, 
To thinke with how great vaunt of brauerie 
He them abused, through his subtill slights, 
And what a glorious shew he made in all their 
sights. 

40 

There Icaue we them in pleasure and repast, 
Spendingtheirioyousdayesandgladfullnights, 
And taking vsurie of time forepast, 

With all deare delices and rare delights, 

Fit for such Ladies and such lonely knights : 
And turnc we here to this faire furrowes end 
Our wearie yokes, to gather fresher sprights, 
Tliat when as time to Arte^all shall tend, 

Wc on his first aduenture may him forward send. 


■iW? 


Cant nil. 

ArtegaU deaUtk righi betwixt 
two brethren that doe striue, 

Saues Terpine from the gallow treef 
and doth from death repriue. 
OX/XjX/X/X/X/X/X/X/^^ 

1 

Who so vpon him selfe will take the skill 
True Justice vnto people to diuide, 

Had neede haue mightie hands, for to fulfill 
That, which he doth with righteous doome 
decide. 

And for to mabter wrong and puissant pride. 
For vaine it is to deeme of things aright, 
And makes wrong doers iustice to deride, 
Vnlesse it be perform’d with dreadlcsse might. 
For powre is the right hand of Justice truelyhight 

2 

Therefore whylome to knights of great emprise 
The cliarge of Justice giuen was in trust, 
That they might execute her iudgements wise, 
And with theirmightbeatdownelicentiouslusi, 
Which proudly did impugne her sentence mst 
Whereof no brauer president thb day 
Rernaines on earth, prescru’d from yron ru^-t 
Of rude obliuion, and long times decay, 
Then this of ArtegaU, which here we haue to sav 

3 

Wlio hauing lately left that louely payre, 
Enhncked fast in wedlockes loyall bond, 
I3old Marincll with Florimell the fayre, 

With whom great feast and goodly glee hefond, 

Dejxirtcd from the Castle of the strond. 

To follow his aduentures first intent, 

Which long agoe he taken had in bond : 

Ne wight with him for his assistance went, 
But that great yron groome, hb gard and 
gouernment. 

4 

With whom as he did passe by the sea shore. 
He chaunst to come, whereas two conich’ 
Squires, 

Both brethren, whom one wombe together Ixirc, 
But stirred vp with different desires. 
Together stroue, and kindled wrathfull 
And them beside two seemely damzeb stood. 
By all meanes seeking to asswage their ir^ 

Now with faire words; but wordsdid little pood, 

Now with sharpe threats ; but threats the more 
increast their mood. 
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And there before them stood a Coder strong, 
Fist bound on euery side with iron bands, 
But seeming to haue sodred mickle wrong, 
Either by being wreckt vppon the sands. 

Or being carried hirre from forraine lands. 
Seem'd that for it these Squires at ods did kll. 
And boitagainst them selues theircruell hands. 
But euermore, those Damsels did forestall 
Their furious encounter, and their fiercenesse 
pall 

6 

But firraely fixt they were, with dint of sword, 
And battailes doubtfull proofe their rights 
to try, 

Nc other end their fury would adord, 

But what to them Fortune would iustify. 

So stood they both in readinesse thereby. 

To k>yne the combate with cruell intent ; 
When Arte%aU arriuing happily, 

Did stay a while their gre^y bickermcnt, 

Till he had questioned the cause of their dissent. 


To whom the elder did this aunswere frame ; 
Then wcete ye Sir, that we two brethren be, 
To whom our sire, Miksio by name, 

Did eoually betjueath his lands in fee, 

Two llands, which ye there before you see 
Not farre in sea ; of which the one appeares 
But like a httle Mount of small degree ; 

Yet was as great and wide ere many yeares, 
As that same other Isle, that greater brwlth now 
beares. 

^ 8 
But tract of time, that all things doth decay, 
vVnd this deuouring Sea, thatnaughtdoth spare, 
The most part of my land hath washt away, 
^d thrownc it vp vnto my brothen share : 
^ his encreased, but mine did empaire. 

Before which time I lou’d, as w’as my lot, 

T^t further mayd, bight PhtlUra the fairc, 
^th whom a goodly doure I should haue got, 
M should haue ioyned bene to her in wedlocb 
bot. 

9 

did my younm brother Amidas 
that same oUier Damzeil, Lucy bright, 
*0 whom but little dowre allotted was ; 

vertuc was the dowre, that did delight 
^bt better dowre can to a dame be bi|pit ? i 
^ now when Pkiltra saw ray lands de^y, 
™ former liuelod fayle, she left me qui^t, 
^ to my brother did ellope strdght way : 
Who taking her from me, his owne hxie left 
Mtxay. 


10 

She seeing then her selfe forsaken so, 

Through dolorous des|Murc, which she con- 
ceyued, 

Into the Sea her selfe did headlong throw, 
Thmking to haue her griefe by death bercaued. 
But sec now much her purpose was deceaued. 
Whilest thus amidst the biliowes beating of her 
Twix t life and death , long toand fro she weuued, 
She chaunst vnwares tolight vppon this cofler, 
Which to her in that daunger hope of life did 
offer. 

11 

The wretched mayd that earst desir’d to die, 
When as the paine of death she tasted had, 
And but balfe scene his vglv visnomie, 

Gan to repent, that she had becne so mad, 
For any dmthtochaunge life though roost bad 
And catching hold of this Sca-bcaten chest, 
The lucky Pylot of her jmssage sod, 

After long tossing in the seas dislrcst, 
Herwearybarkeat last vp()on mine Isle did rest: 

13 

Where I by chaunce then wand ring on the shoi e, 
Did her espv, and through my good cndciiour 
From drcadfull mouth of death, which threa- 
Ined sore 

Her to haue swallow'd vp,did helpe tosaue hen 
She then in rccompcncc of that great fauour, 
Which I on her bestowed, bestowed on me 
! The portion of that good, which Fortune gauc 
her. 

Together with her selfe in dowry free ; 

I Bothgoodlyportions,l)ut of both the better "she. 

Yet in this coffer, whicl she with her brought, 
Great threasurc si t hence wedid finde contained; 
Wliich as our owne wc lookc, and so it thought. 
But this same other DamzclJ sin(« hath fained. 
That to her selfe that threasure appertained ; 
And that she did transport the same by sea, 
To bring it to her husband new ordained, 

But suffred cruell shipwracke by the way. 
But whether it be so or no, I can not say. 

14 

But whether it indeede be so or no, 

This doe I say, that what so good or ill 
Or God or Fortune vnto me did throw, 

Not wrof^ng any other by my will, 

I hold mine owne, and so will nold it still 
And though my land be first did winiie tway, 
And then my k>ue (though now it little ildll,) 
Yet my gooa lucke he slmll not likewise pray ; 
But I will it defend, whilst euer that I may. 
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So hauing saya, tne younger did ensew ; When he his sentence thus pronounced had, 

Full true it is, what so alx)ut our land Both Amidas and Phillra were displeased : 


My brother here declared hath to you : 

But not for it this ods twut vs doth stand, 

Bu t for this threasure t hruwiie vppon hisstrand; 
Wlii^i well I prouc, as shall ap|>t*are by triall, 
To be this maides, with whom 1 fastned hand, 
Known by good markes, and perfect good 
cspiall, 

Therefore it ought be rendred her without 
dcniall. 

16 

When they thus ended had, the Knight began ; 
Certes your strife were casie to ac<ord. 

Would ye remit it to some righteous man. 
Vnto your selfe, said they, we giue our word, 
To bide what iudgemtnt ye slull vs afford. 
Then for assuraunce to my doome to stand, 
Vndcr my footc let each lay dowme his sword. 
And then you shall my s<'ntencc vnderstand. 
So ca( h of them layd downe his sword out of his 
hand, 

17 

Then ArUgall thus to the younger sayd ; 

Now tell me Amidas, if tliat ye may, 

Your brothers land the which the sea hath layd 
Vnto your part, and pluckt from his away, 
By what good right doe y 011 w ithhold this day? 
What other right((juothlie)shouId}ouestccmc, 
But that the sea it to my sliare did lay ? 

Your right is giKwI (■>'!> d he) and so I deeme, 
Tliat what the sea vnto you sent, your own 
should sceme. 

18 

Then turning to the elder thus he savd ; 

Now Bracidas I' t this likewise be showne. 
Your brothers threasure, which from him is 
stray'd, 

Being the dowry of his wife well knowme. 

By what right i loo you clainie lobey our ownc? 
What other righl((}uotli hc)should \ ou cstceinc. 
But that the sea hath it vnto me throw ne ? 
Your right is gtxxf (sayd lie) and so I deeme. 
That what the sea vnto you sent, your own 
should sceme. 

For equall right in cquall things doth stand, 
For what the mighty Sea hath once pcssest, 
And plucked quite from all possessors hand. 
Whether by rage of waues, that ncucr rest. 
Or else by wra< kc,that wretdics hath distrcst, 
He may dispose by his impcriall might, 

As thing at r.uidon left, to whom he list. 

So Amidas, the Luid was yours first hight, 
And so the threasure yours is Brandos by right. 


But Braetdas and Lucy were right glad. 

And on the threasure by thatiudgcmentscascd. 
So was their discord by this doome appeasrd. 
And each one had his right. Then Artt’^ail 
When as their sliarpe contention he had ccaR(i. 
Departed on his way, as did befall, 

To follow his old quest, the which him forth did 
call 

21 

So as he trauellcd vppon the way. 

He ehaunst to come, where happily he spidr 
A rout of many peojde farre away ; 

To whom his course he hastily apnlidc. 

To wcete the cause of their assemblaunce w \ c 
To whom when he approched neare in sight. 
(An vneouth sight) he plainely then descrit i 
To be a troupe of women warlike dight, 
With weapons in their hands, as ready td*' to 
fight. 

.And in the midst of tlum he s;iw a Ki .g!/, 
Wilhbothliishandsbchindehimpirnocd h ird, 
And round almut lus necke an halter light, 
As r(a<ly for the gallow tree prepare! : 

Ills hue was couered, and his head was bar’d, 
That who he was, vnrath w.is to el* sc r\ . 
And with full hcauy heart with them h* D^’d, 
Grifu’d to the soule, ar.d gronirg inurnt 
That he of womens hands so base a death should 

ciy. 

23 

But they like t\ rants, me n ilcsse the more, 
Rcioye'id at his nnstrablc case. 

And him rcuilcd, and reproched sore 
With bitter taunts, and termer of \ iledisgrarr 
Neiw when as Arlr^cAl arriu’d in plarc, 

Did askc, what cause brought tliat man t* 
decay, 

They round about him gar to sv^armc ar ace, 
Meaning on him their cniell hands to !a\ . 
And to haue wrought vnwares some Nilb' 
assiiy. 

2t 

But he was soonc aware of their ill minor. 
And drawing backe dccciued their intent . 
Yet thoughliimsclfedidshamcon womankadc 
His mighty hand to shend, he Talus sent 
To wreckc on them their follies hardyment • 
Who with few ‘owa's of his yron flale. 
Dispersed all their troupe incontinent, 

And sent them home to tell a piteous tale. 

Of their vainc prowessc, turned to their propel 
bale. 
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But that same wretched man, ordaynd to die, 
They left behind them, glad to be so quit ; 
linn Talus looke out of perplexitie, 

Aixi iiorrour of fowle death for Knight vnfit, 
Who rnore then lossc of life ydreadcd it ; 

And him restoring vnto liuing light, 

So brought vnto his Lord, v^here he did sit, 
Beholding all that womanish weake fight ; 
Whom soonc as he beheld, he knew, and thus 
behight, 

Sir 7 cTpine, haplesse man, what make you here? 
Or haueyou lost your selfe,and your discretion, 
Tliat eucr in tliis wretched case ye were ? 

Or iuiue ye yeelded you to proude qiprcssion 
0/ womens powre, that boast of mens subiec- 
Or else what other deadly dismall day Ition ? 
L falne on you, by hcauens hard direction, 
Tlut ye were runne so fondly far astray. 

As for to lead your sclfe vnto your ownc decay ^ 


Much was the man confounded in his mind, 
Lirtly with sli^e, and partly with dLsmay, 
Hial all astonlsht he him selfc did find, 
little Itad for his excuse to say, 

Hut onely thus ; Most haplesse well ye may 
Meiust ly lerme, that to this sh.imeam brought, 
Aiid made the scornc of Knighthod tins same 
day. 

Hut vs ho can sca^ve, what his ownc fate liath 
wrought ? 

workeof heauins will surpiLsscth humainc 
thoi’ght 

'k 't true : but faulty men vse oftentimes 
^ u attribute their lolly vnto fate, 

•VKlUvonheauenthcguiltoftheirownccriincs. 

tal, Sir Tnpin, ne let you amate 
misery, how fell yc in this state 

yc ((fuoth he) will know rny 

I ill, which chaunst to me of late, 

ortly will to )ou rchc-arsc the same, 
ye will not tunic misfortune to my 

IVln-, 1 ' 

Tlu' Knights are woont) 

‘ '>’-ghhardaduenturesdeedcsofarmcstotry, 

I j honour for to hunt, 

Tv_, report that farre abrode did fly, 

AlUf Amazon did late defy 

A^,d V ,*^5 bold of Maidenhead, 

That all the villany, 

W^k ber maliaous hlad, 

^ bath put to shame, and many doM 


i93 
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cauv, they say, ol this her crucH hate. 

Is for the sake of Beliodant the bold, 

To whom she bore most tcriK nt loue of late 
And wooed him by all the waus she txuild • 
Hut when she saw at last, that he ne would 
ror ought or nought b<‘ wonne vnto her w dl, 
She tuniVI her loue to hatred inanilol<j, 

And for Ins s,ike vow’d lu doe all tlu- ill’ 
Whicii she mild doe to Knights, whu h n.m she 
doth fulfill 

31 

Forall those Knights, the w hah by force or guile 
She doth subdue, she fowlv doth entutue 
hir^ she dotli them of wai like arni(« de‘'|v<)ile, 
And cloth in womens wc‘tdes : And then with 
threat 

Doth them compell to worke, to earnc their 
meal, 

To spin, to card, to sew, to wash, to wring ; 

Ne doth she gmc them other thing to cut 
Hut bread and water, or like Iteble thing,' 
Tliem to disable from riMienge uducnluriiig. 

32 

But if through stout distiamc of manly mind, 
Any her proud obscTuaiimt will withstand, 
Vppon llial giblk't, whi(h IS there behind, 
Shecauseth them be- bang’d vp out of hand; 

In which coiidit ion 1 right now did ^sland. 
hor benng ouenc^nie by iu r m fight. 

And put to that bast roite of Ik r band, 

1 rather chose to die in lines dispighl, 

Then lead that sharntfull life, vnwortliv of 
a Knight 

How hight that Ama/x>ri (savd Artr^uU) ? 

And where, and how far lit m e does she abide ? 
Ihr name (quoth he) tiny Badi^und iioti call, 

A Hrmoesse of great |X;Wfc, and greater pride. 
And Clucinr of Ama/ons, in arrnes well iride 
And sundry bauds, whit li she hath uU.hu ued 
With grt-at suttesse, tlial her hath glonlidc. 
And made her famous, more then is belieued • 

Ne would I it hauc wc-en’d, had J not late it 
pricucd. 

K- .34 

Now sure (said he) and by the faith that I 
To Maydcnhead and noble kmgbtlKxxi owe, 

I will not rest, till I her might doe trie. 

And vengc thcsliame, that she to Knighlsdoth 
show 

Tliereforc Sir TrrMn from you lightly throw 
Tins squalid weetJe, the [)alterrie of dis[>aire, 

And wend with me, that yc rrwy see and know, 
How Fortune will your ruin'd nanie repaire, 

And knights of Maidenhead, whose praise she 
would empaire. 
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With that, like one that hopelesse was repryu’d 
From deathes dorc, at which he lately lay, 
Those yron fetters, wherewith he was gyu*d. 
The badges of reproch, he threw away, 

And nirnbly did him dight to guide the way 
Vnto the dwelling of tlut Amazone. 

Which was from thencenot pastamilcortway : 
A goodly citty and a mighty one, 

The whicn of her owne name she called Rade^one. 

36 

Where they arriuing, by the watchmen were 
Descried streight, who all the citty warned, 
How that three warlike persons did anpeare, 
Of which the one him seem’d a Knight all armed, 
And th’other two well likely to hauc harmed. 
Eftsoones the people all to hamessc ran. 

And like a sort of Bees in clusters swarmed : 
Ere long their Queene her selfe, halfe like a 
man 

Came forth into the rout, and them t’array 
began. 

And now the Knights being arriued neare. 

Did beat vppon the gates to enter in, 

And at the Porter, skorning them so few, 
Tlirewmany threats, if they the towne did win. 
To tcare his flesh in pecces for his sin. 

Which whenas Radigund thcrecomming heard, 
Herheart forjagedid gTate,and teeth did grin: 
She bad that streight the gates should be 
vnbord. 

And to them way to make, with weapons well 
prepard. ^ 

Soonc as the gates were open to them set, 

They pressed forward,entraunce tohauemade. 
But in the middle way they were ymet 
With a sharpe showre of arrowes, which them 
staid, 

And better bad aduise, ere they assaid 
Vnknowen perill of bold womens pride. 

Then all that rout vppon them ruaely laid, 
And heaped strokes so fast on euery side, 

And arrowes haild so thicke, that they could 
not abide. 

39 

But Radtmnd her selfe, when she espide 
Sir Termn, from her direfull doome acquit. 
So cruell doalc amongst her maides diuide, 
T’auengc that shame, they did on him commit. 
All sotkinely enfkun’d with furious fit, 

Like a fell Lionesse at him she flew. 

And on his head-pcece him so fiercely smit, 
That to the ground him quite she ouerthrew, 
Dismayd so with the stroke, that be no colours 
knew. 


Soone as she saw him on the ground to groue 11, 
She lightly to him leapt, and in his n^e 
Her prouo foote setting, at his head did leuell, 
Weening at once her wrath on him to wretke, 
And his contempt, that did her iudg’ment 
breake. 

As when a Beare hath seiz’d her cruell claw« 
Vppon the carkasse of some beast too weake, 
Proudly stands ouer, and a while doth pause, 
Tohcarc the piteous beast pleading her plaintifle 
cause. 

Whom when as ArtegaU in that distresse 
By cliaunce beheld^ie left the bloudy slaughter, 
In which he swam, and ranne to his redresse 
There herassaylingfierccly fresh, he raught her 
Such an huge stroke, that it of sence distraught 
And had she not it warded warily, [her : 
It had depriu’d her mother of a daughter. 
Nathlesse for all the powre she did apply, 

It made her stagger oft, and stare with ghastly 

Like to an Eagle in his kingly pride, 

Soring through his wide Empire of the aire, 
To weather his brode sailes, oy chaunce hath 
spide 

A Goshaukc, which hath seized for her share 

Vppon some {owle,that shou Id her feast prejiaie, 

With dreadfuil force he flies at her byliue, 
That with his souce, which none enduren dare, 
Her from the quarrey he away doth dnue. 
And from her griping pounce the greedy prey 
doth riuc. 

But soone as she her sence recouer’d had, 
She hcrcely towards him her selfe gan dight. 
Through vengeful wrath and sdeignfull prxk 
half mad : 

For neuer had she su fired such despight 
But ere she could ioyne hand with bun to tight , 
Her warlike maides about her flockt so 
That they disparted them.maugTe their might , 
And with their troupes did far a sunder cast : 
But mongst the rest the fight did vntill niching 

44, 

And euery while that mighty yron man. 

With his strange weapon, neuer wont in want. 
Them sorely vext, and courst, and ouenran, 
And broke their bowes, and did their shooting 
marre, 

That none of all the many once did darre 
Him to assault, nor once approach him nWt 
But like a sort of sheepe dispersed farre 
For dread of their deuouring enonic, 
'nirough all the fields and vallics did before htf 
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But when as daiei laire iiinie<beame» yclowded 
With fcarefuU shadowes of deforms night, 
Warn'd manandbeast ioquiet rest be shrowd^, 
Bold Radipmd with sound of trumpe on hight» 
Causd all oer people to surcease from fight, 
And gathering them vnto her citties rate, 
Made them aU enter in before her signt, 

And all the wounded, and the weake in state, 
To be conuayed in, ere she would once ret rate. 


50 

The Damtell streight obayd, and putting all 
In readinesse, forth to the Townc-gatc went. 
Where sounding loud a Trumpet from the wall, 
Vnto those warlike Knights she warning sent. 
Then Talus forth issuing from the tent, 

Vnto the wall his way did fearelcsse take, 

To weeten what that irumiiels sounding ment : 
Where that same Damrell lowdly him lisiiake , 
And shew’d, that with his Lord she vonW 
cmparlauncc make. 


46 

When thus the field was voided all away. 

And all things quieted, the Elfin Knight 
Weary of toile and trauell of that day, 

Causa his pauilion to be richly pight 
Before the dty gate, in open sight ; 

Where he him sclfc did rest in safety, 
Together with sir Terpin all that night : 

But Talus vsde in times of ieopardy 
To keepeanightly watch, fordread of treachery . 


But Raltguful full of heart -gnawing griefe, 

For the rebuke, which she sustained that day, 
t'ouW take no rest, ne would receiuc reliefe. 
But tossed in her troublous minde, what way 
^hc mote tvuenge that blot, which on her 
lay. 

There she resolu’d her selfe in single fight 
To try her Fortune, and his force assay, 
Bather then see her people .spoiled quight, 

As she had scene that ray a disauentcrous sight . 


So he them streight conducted to his Lord, 
Who, as he eoulil, them goodly well did gret'le. 
Till they had told their message word by word: 
Which nc accepting well, as he could weefe, 
Them fairely entertaynd with curlMes merle, 
Andgauelhcmgiftsandthingsofdearedclight. 
So backe againe they homeward luriid tlieir 
fccte. 

Hut Artrfiall him selfe to rest did dight, 

That he mute fresher be ugaiiKSt the next daics 
fight. 


CanL V 

Arirf^aU fights with Radigund 
And ts suhdeud by gutle : 
lie 15 by her emprtsonedp 
But u>t ought by Clarins wile. 
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''he called forth to her a trusty mayd, 

she thought fittest for that businessc, 
Her name was C/orin, and thus to her sayd ; 
Hoe damzell quickly, doe thy selfe addresse, 
To doe the message, which I shall expresse. 

tliou vnto that stranger Faery Knight, 
Who yesterday droue vs to such distresse, 
Tell, that to morrow I with him wil fight, 
try in crjuall field, whether hath greater 
might. 

But these conditions doc to him propound, 
l^t if I vanquishc him, he shall obay 
law, cuer to my lore be bound, 

Aod so will 1, if me he vanquish may ; 

Wmat eucr be shall like to ooe or say : 

^ strei^t, and take with thee, to witnesse it, 
fcllowcs of the best array, 
.™«»Kwith you both wine and iuncatesfit, 
^ bid him eat«, bencelortb be oft shall 
“wigryiit. 


1 

S) soonc a.s day forth dawning from tlie I^ust, 
Nights humid curtainc from the heauens with- 
drew, 

And earely calling forth bfith man and Uwst, 
fomaunded them their daily workes renew, 
Those noble warriors, mindcfull to pursew 
Tlie kwt daies purfXAc of their vowed fight, 
Them selues thereto jircjiardc in order dew ; 
ITc Knight , as best wcls wrming for a Knight 
And th’Ama/on,as best it likt her selfe lodight 

3 

All in a famis light of purple silke 
Wouen vppon with siluer, subtly wrought, 
And quilted vppon sattin white m milke, 
Trayled with ribbands diuersly distraught 
Like as theworWcmanhadthcircourscstaught; 
Which was short tucked for light motion 
Vp to her ham, but when she list, it raught 
Downe to her lowest bcele, and thereuppon 
She wore for her defence a mayled habergeon. 
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And on hic'le^ she painted buskins wore, 
Basted with bends of gold on euery side, 

And mailes betweene, and laced close afore : 
Vppon her thigh her Cemitare was tide. 

With an embrodered belt of mickell pride ; 
And on her shoulder hung her shield, bedeckt 
Vppon the bosse with stones, tliat shined wide. 
As the faire Moone in her most full aspect, 
That to the Moone it mote be like in each respect. 

4 

So forth she came out of the citty gate, 

With stately port and proud magnificence. 
Guarded with many damzels, that did waitc 
Vppon her person for her sure defence. 
Playing on shaumes and trumpets, that from 
hence 

Their sound did reach vnlo the heauens hight. 
So forth into the field she marched thence. 
Where was a rich Pauilion ready pight, 

Her to receiue, till time they should begin the 

fight. j 

Tl\en forth came ArUgall out of his tent, 

All arm’d to point, and first the Listsdid enter: 
Soone after eke came she, with fell intent, 

And countenaunce tierce, as hautng fully bent 
her, 

That battels vtmost triall to aduenter. 

The Lists were closed fast, to barre the rout 
From rudely pressing to the middle center ; 
Which in great heapes them circled all about, 
Way ting, how Fortune would resolue thatdaun* 
gerous dout ^ 

The Trumpets sounded, and the field began ; 
With bitter strokes it ^th beg^, and ended. 
She at the first encounter on him ran 
With furious rage, as if she had intended 
Out of his breast the very heart haue rended : 
But he that had like tempests often tride. 
From that first flaw him sclfe right well 
defended. 

The more she rag’d, the more he did abide ; 
Ste hewd,she foynd, she lasht, she laid on euery 
side. ^ 

Yet still her blowes he bore, and her forbore, 
Weening at last to win aduantage new ; 

Yet still her crueltie increased more. 

And though powrefaild,her couragedidaccrew, 
Which btyling he gan fiercely her pursew. 
Ukt as a Sm^ tlttt to his cunning feat 
The stubborne mettall seeketh to subdew, 
Soone as he feeles it mollifide with heat. 
With hit great yron sledge doth strongly on it 
bait. 


8 

So did Sir Arit^ vpon her lay, 

As if she had an yron anduile beene, 

That flakes of fire, bright as the sunny ray, 
Out of her steely annes were flashing seene, 
Tliat all on fire ye would her surely weene. 
But with her shield so well her selfe she warded, 
From the dread daunger of his weapon keene, 
That all tliat while her life she safely garded : 
But he that belpe from her against her will dis- 
carded. 

9 

For with his trenchant blade at the next blow 
Halfe of her shield he shared quite away. 
That halfe her side it selfe did naked show, 
And thenceforth vnto daun«r opened way. 
Much was she moued with the mightic s^ay 
Of that sad stroke, that halfe enrag’d she grew, 
And like a greedie Bcare vnto her pray, 

With her slmrpc Cemitare at him sne ww, 
That glauncingdownc his thigh, the purple bloud 
forth drew. 

10 

Thereat she gan to triumph with great boast, 
And to vpS)rayd that chaimce, which him 
misfcll. 

As if the prize she gotten had almost, 

With spigntfullspcaches, fitting with her well ; 
That his great hart gan inwardly to swell 
With indignation, at her vaunting vaine, 
.\nd at he r St rooke wi t h pu issance fearefu 11 fell ; 
Yet with her shield she warded It againc. 
That shattered all to pceces round about the 
plaine. 

11 

Hauing her thus disarmed of her shield, 

Vpon her helmet he againe her strookc, 

That downc she fell v-pon the grassic field, 

In sencelesse swoune, as if her life forsooke. 
And pangs of death her spirit ouertooke. 
Whom when he saw before his foote prostrated. 
He to her lept with deadly dreadfull looke, 
And her sunshynie helmet soaie vnlaced, 
Thinking at once both head and helmet to haue 
raced. 

12 

But when as he discouered had her face, 

He saw his senses straunge astonishment, 

A miracle of natures goodly grace. 

In her faire visage voidc of ornament. 

But bath’d in blood and sweat together men* J 
Which in the rudenesse of that euill flight, 
Bewrayd the signes of feature excellent : 
Like as the Moone in foggie winters nighti 
Dorii sceme to be her seltt, though darkbed be 
her light 
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At sight theretrf his cnwU minded hart 
was with dttifull regard, 

That hissharpe sword he t hrew from h im apart , 
Cursing his hand that had that visage mard : 
No ha^ $0 crucll, nor no hart so hard, 

But ruth of beautie will it mollihe. 

By this vpstarting from her swouoe,she star’d 
A while about her with confused eye ; 

Like one that from his dreame is waked sud- 
den lye. 

*4 

Soonc 93 the knight she there bv her did spy, 
St^dif^ with emptie hands all wcaponlcssc, 
VVith fresh assault vpon him she did fly, 

And gan renew her former cruelnesse : 

Ai^ though he still retyr’d, yet nathclessc 
With huge redoubled strokes she on him layd ; 
And more increast her outrage mercilcssc, 

The more that he with mcckc intreatic prayd, 
Her wrathful hand from greedy vengeance to 
haue stayd. 

15 

Like as a Puttocke hauing spyde in sight 
A gentle Faulcon sitting on an hill, 
Whoseother wing, now rnade vnmeete for flight, 
Was lately broken by some fortune ill ; 

The foolish Kyte» lea with licentious will, 

^th beat vpon the gentle bird in vainc, 

With many idle stoups her troubling still : 
Euen so did Radigund with bootlcsse paine 
Annoy this noble Knight, and sorely him con- 
st mine. 

V 

* nif he do, but shun the dred despight 
. fierce wrath, and backward still rctyre, 
And with his single shield, well as he might, 
ware off the burden of her raging yre ; 

^ euermore he gently did desyre. 

To stay her stroks,and hchimscife wouldyield: 

Vet nould she hearke, ne let him once respyre, 
Till lie lo her dcliuered had his shield, 
to her mcrcie him submitted in plainc 6cld. 


n 17 

^ he ouercocne, not ouercorae, 
ut to her yeclded of his owne accord ; 

^ he iustly damned by the doome 

mouth, that spake so warelesie 


tt 


**“**!» »nd seruice her afford. 

*** victorie obtayned 

^Ifull lilt, that he before ttttyned. 

then that with goodwii 
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Tho with her sword on him she flatlfif strooke 
In signe of true subiectioii to her powre, * 
And as her vassall him to thraWome tooke. 
But Tnptm home to’a more vnhappy howir, 
As he, on whom the lucklcssc siarrcs did lowrt 
She causd to be attacht, and forthwith led 
Vnto the crooke t’abide the balefull siowre, 
From which he lately had through reskew fled 
Where he full shamefully was hanged by the hed 


19 

But when they thought on Talus hands to lay. 
He with his yron flailcomongst tliem thondred. 
That they were faync to let him scape away, 
Cilnd from his companie to be so sondred ; 
Whose presence all their troups so much en* 
combred 

That th’heapes of those, which he did wound 
and slay, [bn^. 

Besides the rest dismayd, might not be nom- 
Yet all that while he would not once assay. 
To rc*skew his owne l.ord, but thought it iust 
t’obay. 

^ 20 

Then tooke the Amazon this noble knight, 
Left to her will by his owne wilfull blame, 
And caused him to be disarmed quight, 

Of all the ornaments of knightly name, 

With which why lome begotten had great famei 

In stead whereof she made him to be dight 
I In womans weedcs, that is to manhood shame, 
And put before his lap a napron white. 

In stead of Curiets and bases fit for fight. 

21 

So being clad, she brought him from the field. 
In which he had bene irayned many a day, 
Into a long large chamber, which was sicla 
VVith monimcnts of many knights decay, 

By her subdewed in victorious fray : 

Amongst the which she causd his warlike armei 
Be hang’don high, that motehiishame bewray; 
And broke hissword ,forfeare of further harmes, 
With which he wont to slirre vp battailous 
alarmes. 

22 

There entred in, he round about him saw 
Many braue knights, whose names fight well he 
knew, 

There bound t'obay that Amaions proud law, 
^nnii^ and carding all in comely rew. 

That his bigge hart loth'd so vncomcly vew. 
But they were font through penurie and pyne, 
To doe those worim, to them appointed dew ; 
For nought m giuen them to sup or dyne, 

But what their hands could same by twiitiiy 
Unoen twyne. 
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Amongst them all she placed him most low, 
And in his hand a distaffe to him gaue, 

'Fhat he thereon should spin both flax and tow ; 
A sordid office for a mind so braue. 

So hard it is to be a womans slaue. 

Yet he it tooke in his owne selfes despight, 
And thereto did himselfe right well beliaue, 
Her to obay, sith he his faith liad plight, 

Her vassall to become, if she him wonne in fight. 

24 

Who had him secnc, imagine mote thereby, 
That whylome hath of Hercules bene told, 
How for lolas sake lie did apply 
His mightic hands, the distafle vile to hold, 
For his huge club, which liad subdew’d of old 
So many monsters, which the world annoyed ; 
His Lyons skin chaungd to a pall of gold. 

In which forgetting warres, he oncly loyed 
In combats of sweet lone, and witli his nustresse 
toyed. 

Such IS the crucltie of womerikynd, 

When they haueshaken off theshamefast band. 
With which wise Nature did them .strongly 
bynd, 

T’obay the heasts of mans well ruling liand. 
That then all rule and reason they withstand, 
To purch.ise a licentious libertie. 

But vertuous women wisely vnderstand, 

Tliat they were borne to base humilitie. 
Vnlesse the heauens them lift to lawful! soutr- 
aintie. 

26 

Thus there long while continu’d Arte^all, 
Seruing proud Radipoid with true subicctrm , 
How eiier it his noble heart did g.dl, 

T’obay a womans tyrannous dirtrtion. 

That might haue had of life or death i lection 
But hailing chosen, now he might not chaunge 
During which time, the warlike .\nia7on. 
Whose wandring fancie aftir lust did raiinge, 
Gan cast a secret liking to this (aptiiie straiingi . 

Which long amcealing in her couert bri-st. 

She i haw'd the cud of louers carefull pliglit . 
Vet could it not so thoroughly digest. 

Being fast fixed in her wounded spright, 

But it tormented her both day and night : 
Yet would she not thereto yeeld free accord 
To scrue the lowly vassiill of her might. 

And of her seruant make her souerayne Lord 
So great her pride, that she sucli basenesse much 
abhord. 


28 

So much the greater still her anguish grew. 
Through stubborne handhng of her loue-sicke 
iiart ; 

And still the more she stroue it to subdew, 
The more she still augmented her owne sm,irt, 
And wyder made tiie wound of th’hidden dan 
At last when long she struggled had in vame, 
She gan to stoupe, and her proud mind conuert 
To meeke obeysance of loucs mightie raine, 
And him entreat for grace, that had prcKur'd 

her paint. 

^ 29 

Viito her selfe in secret she did call 
Herne.ircsthandmayd,whomshemostdid trust, 
And to her said ; Chinnda whom of .ill 
1 trust a hue, sith I thee fostred first , 

Now is the time, that I vntimely must 
Thereof make tryall, in iny grtulcst nwl . 

It IS so ha[)iicd, that the lieauens vninst, 
Spightmg my happic freedome, haue agreed. 
To thrall my looser life, or rny last bale to line^i 

30 

With that she t urn’d lier head, as halfe ahaditd. 
To hide the blush whteh in her visage rose, 
And tlirough licr eyes like sudden light 
flashed. 

I )e( king her thecke with a vermilion rcM 
But soone she did her tounte'nancc (<hi)Kn , 
And to her turning, thus beg.m againe . 
Tlu''grielesdee|)ewoiindIwouldtothccdiM 

TluTeloe'omf)elkdtlu‘()Ughluirt-miirdrii,gisu’i( . 

But (liead of shame my doubtfull lips doth '-nh 
restr.iine 

.V 

All my dcarcdi rad (said then the faithliillMa'>d) 
( .in dri-ad of ought \our dreadkssc hart witli 
hold, 

Tiiat many hath with dread of death rlm-uu 
.And dare cuen deathes most drc.idfcH fa<f 
iKhold 

Sa\ oil m\ soiKravnc I.adic, and lx- liold . 
Doth not your liandmu\eis Ideal \ our fex^t he 

Therewith much eomforte'd, she gan Mifok 
The e-ausc of her concerned mahflie, 

.As one that would eonfe'sse, yet fame world it 
dc nu 

32 

( iann{sd\t\ ^he) thou scest \ one! fay r\ Knigio 
\\ helm not mv valour.buthisowncbrauciMH'' 
Suhieefed hatli to mv vncquall inigiit . 

\Vh.it right IS It , t hat he should thraldona fm' • 
For Icneling life to me a wretch viikind . 
That for such g<X)d him rccompcnre with il’ ' 
Therefore I cast, how I mav him vnbind. 
And by his freedome get his free good^iH • 
Vet so. as lx)und to me lie may continue still 
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Bound vnto me, but not witli such hard bands 
Of strong compulsion, and streight violence, 
As now in miserable state he stands ; 

But with sweet loue and sure bencuolcnce, 
Voide of malitious mind, or foule offence. 

To which if thou canst win him any way, 
Without discouerie of my thoughts pretence, 
lioth goodly meede of him it purchase may, 

AndekcwithgTatefullseruicemenghtwcllapay. 


Yet weei ye well, that to a mirage great 
It is no lesse l)esceming well, to bc,ue 
The stonne of fortunes frownc, or lanuirns 
threat. 

Then in the sunshine of her countenance cleure 
Timely to lov, and came ccMnely cheare 
For though this cloud haue now me ouercast, 
Yet do(‘ 1 not of better limes despevre ; 

And, though (vnlike) tliev sliould lor eucr last. 
Yet in inv trutlies assuranci- 1 rest li\((l lust 


Which that thou mayst the better bring to jus, 
Loe here this ring, which shall thy warrant bee, 
And token true to old EMmmtas, 

From tune to time, when thou it best shall sec, 
That in and out thou mayst hauc passage free 
(loe now, Chmnda^ well thy wits aduise, 

And all thy forces gather vnto thee : 

\rmies of louely lookes, and sficeches wise*, 
With which thou canst cuen louc himsclfe to 
loue entLSc. 

rhe trustic Mayd, concerning her intent, 

Did with sure promise of her good indeuour, 

( i me her great comfort , and some hart s content 
Sofromhcrjuningjshc thenceforth didlalxmr 
Bv all the mcanes she might, to curry faiiour 
With th’Elfin Knight, her Ladies best bcloued , 
W'lih daily shew of courteous kind beliauiour, 
Luen at the markewhite of his hart she roued. 
And with wide glauncing words, oneday shelhu‘' 
him pronc(l 

^ nhapjMc Knight, vfion whose hopeksse state 
Fnrtune enuyirig good, hath felly frowned. 

And rruell heauens haue hcapt an hcauy fatt ; 

I lew that thus thy better dayes are drowmd 
In ud despairc, and all thv senses swowntd 
In stuf)id sorow, sith thy iustcr merit 

else liaue with fcliVitic beme crowned • 
i>xjkc \p at last, and wake thy dulled spirit. 
To thinke how this long death thou mighte’'! 
disinherit 

37 

Mnrii did he marucll at her vneouth sj)cafh, 
^Vh(rsc hidden drift he could not w ell jiert cine : 
Ai d gan to doubt, least she him souglit 
t ajipeach 

Di treason, or some guilefull trainc did wcaue, 
TTirough which she might his wretched life 
fifieaue. 

li<^'th which to barre, he with this answere met 
her ; 

f'ajre Damzell, that with ruth (as I pcrccaue) 
Of my mishaps, art mou’d to wish me better, 
For such your kind regard. I can but rest your 
detter. 


30 

But wh.at so stonie mind (she tlicn rejiKde) 

But if in hi'' ownc jHiwre oeaision la\ , 

WouM to his hojH* a windowe open w\d( . 

And to his fortunes hclj>o nuke leadie wii\ ? 
Vnworlhy sure ((juoth lie) of better day. 

Tiiat will not take the offer of gocxl hoj>e, 

And (ke pursew, if he attaine it may 
Whidi spe.uhes she .ipplymg l-o tlie sf(»ix 
(Ifhcrintent. this further i)wrj)uH toliim shojx’. 

AO 

Then why drxst not, thou ih adui/cd man, 
Make nieanes to win thv IiImtIu* forlornt, 

And trv if thou bv faire rntrtatic. ran 
Mouc kadtptndt who though she viil! ham 
worno 

Her dayes in warre, yet (wn I thou) wa* no! 
iKirne 

Of Beares and Tygres, nor s(» suliiagr niynd* d, 
As that, allx* all loue of intn sh( sform , 

Mie vet forgtls, ihat she oi men vas kynded • 

AndsjHithoft scene, that jiroudeslJiartsbasi lorn 

h.illi bl\nd(d 

4 ^ 

( i hitmda. not of riimrf<l will. 

(Sa\d h<) nor (T^tinatr diMlaimfiill mind, 

1 haue forbort this duclie to fullill : 

For w( 11 1 may this wccnc, by that I lynd. 
That she a Queene.and eoineof I’nne( 1> kMid. 
Ifotli v.ort)ue IS lor to Ik- \iito. 

( Im ft lyl)v him, whose life her law dotli bynd, 

And (kc of jmwie her owne doorne to vndo. 
And als’ of j )nnrelv grace to U' me lyn’d t lierHo. 

42 

But want of mcims hath Ixne mine oi.< ly k(, 
From seeking lauour, where it doth alxmiid , 
Which if I might bv \our gmxj offwe get, 
l to your selfe sjjould rest for (ucr Ixmiid, 
And re.adie to dts< rue . ^^)lat grace 1 found 
She feeling him thus bite 'pon tfie bayi, 

Yet doubting Ic-ast his hold \mis but vifSiAind, 
And not well fastened, would not strike him 
St ray t, 

But drew him on with hoj>e, fit leasure toawayt. 
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But foolish Maydjwhyieshecdlesscof thehookc, 
She thus oft times was beating of! and on, 
Throughslipperie footing, fell into the brooke, 
And there was caught to her confusion. 

For seeking thus to salue the Amazon, 

She wounded was with her deceipts owne dart, 
And gan thenceforth to cast affection, 
Conceiued close in her beguiled hart, 
Toi4r/«ga//,through pittie of Ids causelesse smart. 

44 

Yet durst she not disclose her fancies wound, 
Nc to himselfe, for doubt of being sdayned, 

Ne yet to any other wight on ground, 

For fcare her mistresse shold liaue knowledge 
gayned, 

But to her selfe it secretly retayned. 

Within the closet of her couert brc*st : 

The more thereby her tender hart was payned. 
Yet to awayt fit time she weened best. 

And fairely did dissemble her sad thoughts 

vnrest. 

45 

One day her I^die, calling her apart, 

Gan to demaund of her some tydings good, 
Touching her louessuccesse, her lingringsmart. 
Therewith she gan at first to change her mood. 
As one adaw’d, and halfe confused stood ; 

But quickly she it ouerpast, so soone 
As she her face had wvpl, to fresh her blood : 
Tho gan she tell her all, that she had donne, 
And all the wayes she sought, his loue for to 
haue wonne. 

46 

But sayd, that he was obstinate and sterne, 
Scorning her offers and conditions vaine ; 

Ne would be taught witli any termes, to lerne 
So fond a lesson, as to loue againc. 

Die rather would he in penurious paine. 

And his abridged dayes in dolour wast. 

Then his foes Tone or liking entertaine : 

His resolution was botli first and last, 
Hisbodiewas her thrall, hishart was freely plast. 

47 

Which when the cruel I Amazon pcrcciued, 

She gan to stormc, and rage, and rend her gall, 
For very fell despight, which she conceiued, 
To be so scorned of a base borne thrall, 
Whose life did he in her least eye-lids fall ; 
Of which she vow’d with many a cursed threat. 
That she therefore would him cre Icmg forstall. 
Nathlcsse when calmed was her furious heat, 
She chang'd that threatfull mood, and mildly 
gan entreat. 


48 

What DOW is left Clartnda f what remaines, 
That we may comf)asse thi i our enterprize ? 
Great shame to lose so long employed pauies, 
And greater shame t’abide so great misprize, 
With which he dares our offers thus despize. 
Yet that his guilt the greater may appearc, 
And more my gratious mercie by this vsize, 

I will a while with his first folly bearc, 

Till thou haue tride agame, and tempted hii]i 
more neare. 

49 

Say, and do all, that may thereto prcuaile ; 
Leaue nought vnproraist, that may him |)er- 
swade. 

Life, freedome, grace, and gifts of great auaile, 
With which the Gods themsclues are mv Ider 
made : 

Thereto adde art, euen womens witty tradt , 
The art of might ie words, tliat men can cl lar rue , 
With winch in case thou const him not uuudi, 
l^t him feclc hardnesse of ihy hc-auic am '■ 
Who will not stou[)c with good, shall be nucc 
stou|)c with lurmc. 

I 

50 

Some of his diet doe from him withdraw ; 

For 1 him find to \)c too proudly fed. 

Glue him more labour, and with streighti r , 

That he with worke may be forweantd 
Let him lodge lurd, and he m straw tn bf<i, 
That may pull downe the courage of his pricii : 
And l.iy vpon him, for his greater dread. 
Cold yron ch.iines, with which let him be tn c , 
And let, what cucr he desires, be him dcnii:' 

VMien thou hast all tlis dex-n, then brir.g me 
newes 

Of Ills demeane : thenceforth not like a l ui r, 
But like a rebcll stout I w ill him vsc. 

For I resolue tliis siege not to giue ouer, 

Till I tlie conquest of my will recouer 
So she dt]xirled, full of priefc and sdaine 
Which inly did to great impatience moia 1 • t. 
But the false mayden shortly turn’d ag. i ^ 
V^nto the prison, where her hart did 
rcmainc. 

52 

There all her subtill nets she did vnfold, 

And all the cngins of her w it display ; 

In which she meant him warclcssc to 
And of his inno('cnre to make her pray 
So cunningly slie wrouglit her crafis ass.u . 
That both her Ladic, and her sclfc withall 
And eke the knight atloncc she did betra\ 
Butmostthc knight, whomshcwithguilefullcal' 
Did cast for to allure, into her trap to fall 



FAERIE QVEENE. 


301 




Cant. VI. 


As a bad Nurse, whiii fayning to recciuc 
In herowncmouththcfood,mcnt forherchyld, 
Withholdes it to her selfe, and doelh doceiuc 
The infant, so for y,mt of noiirturc spoyld . 
Eucn so Clartnda her owne Dame bc^yld, 
And turn'd the trust, which was in her ^yde, 
T(j feeding of her priuute fire, whicli boyld 
iKr inward brest, and in her cntrayles frjde, 
Ttie more that she it sought tocouerand tohyde. 


Tor comming to this knight, she purpose fay ned, 
How earnest suit she earst for him had made 
\ ntoherQucene.hisfreedome to haue gayned; 
Hot by no meanes could her thereto perswadc : 
Hut that in stead thereof, she stemely bade 
His miscrie to be augmented more, 

And many yron bands on him to lade. 

All M Inch nathlissc she for his loue forbore : 
So praying him I’acccpt her seruice euermore. 


Ar dinorethen that, she promist tliat she would. 
In case she might finde fauour in his eye, 
Dtuize how to enlarge him out of hould. 

The Fayrie glad to game his liber lie, 

Cm yceld great thankes for sucli licr curtesie, 
A. (d with (airc words, fit forlhe lime andplace, 
T<t feede tlic humour of her inaladic, 

I’rnrnist, if she would free him from that ca.se, 
H( wold by all good means he might, deserur 
sucli grace. 

56 

d iilv he faire semblant did her shew, 

Alt ncucr meant he in his nohlc mind, 

To his ownc absent loue to be viitrcw ; 

Nr cucr did deceiptfull Clarin find 
In her false hart, nis bondage to vnbind ; 

ICt rather how she mote him faster tye, 

T')( refore vnto her mistresse most vnkind 
'’i< (lady told, her loue he did defye. 

And him she told, her Dame his frccdomc did 
denye. 

^ ft thus much friendship she to him did show, 
It his scarsc diet somewhat was amended, 
d his worke lessened, that his loue mote 

grow : 

t to her Dame him still she discommended, 
she with him mote be the more offended 
Tims he long while in thraldorae there re- 
tnavucd, 

both beloucd well, but litlc frended ; 

A ntill hU ownc true loue his freedome gayned, 
^ Qich in an other Canto will be best contayned. 


Talus bnn^s ncurc to Imtovtart, 
oj ArUgals mishap f 
Shf does to s((hf him, Dohn 
who seekes her to entrap. 

1 

Some men, I wotc, will deeme in Ariedall 
Great wcaknesse, and reiKirt of him nuuli ill, 
For veeldiiig so liirnstlfr a wrctihetl thrall, 
To th’iiisoli-nt coniinauiid of womens will ; 
ITiat .ill his former jtraise doth fowly sjull. 
Hut he the man, that say or doc so dare, 

Ik* will adui7’d, that he stand stedfast still- 
For ru-ucr yet was wight so well aware, 

Hut he at first or last was trapl in womens snare, 

2 

Akt in the strcightnes.se of that captiue state. 
This gentle kmght himscHe so well U-huiied, 
lliat nalwithstaiiiliiig all the suhtill bail, 
Witli which those Amarons his loue still 
craued, 

To his ownc loue liis loialtie he saued : 
Whose character in ih'Adamantinc mould 
Of his true hart so firrnely was engraued, 
Tliat no new loucs impression eucr ctmld 
Bercauc it then re : such blot his honour 
blemish should. 

.A 

Yet Ills ownc loue, the noble BrUomart, 

Scarse so concciiied in her lealous thought. 
What time sad lydings of his baleful! smart 
In womans bondage, Talus to her brought ; 
Brought in vntimcly hourc, err it was sought. 
For after that the vtniost date, assyiide 
For his rcturne, she wailed had for nought. 
She gan to cast in her misdoubt full myndc 
A thousand fearcs, that loiic-sickc fancies faine 
to fynde. 

4 

.Sometime she feared, least some hard misliap 
Had him misfalnc in his aduenturous quest ; 
.Sometime least his false foe did him entrap 
In traytrous Iraine, or had vnwarcs of>prcft: 
But most she did her troubled mynd molest, 
And secretly afflict with icalous ft-are, 

Iyea.sl some new loue had him from her poueif ; 
Yet loth she wa*, since she no ill did bearc, 
To thinke of him so ill ; yet could she not for* 
bcare. 
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One while she blam’d her selfe ; another whyle 
She him condcimi’d, as trustlesse and vntrew : 
And then, her gricfe with crrour to bcguyle, 
She faya’d to count the time againc anew, 

As if before she had not counted trew. 

I'or houres but dayes ; for wcekes, tlut passc-d 
were, 

She told but monetlis, to nuke them seeme 
more few : 

Yet when she ret kncdthem.stilldr.iwmgncare, 
Eachhourdidscemeamonelh,andeuery monelh 
a yeare. ^ 

But when as yet she saw him not rcturno, 

Slic thought tosendsome orictosceke him out; 
lint none she found so fit to serue that turne, 
As her owne selfe, to ease her selfe of dout. 
Now she deui//d amongst the warlike rout 
( )f errant Knights, to seeke her errant Knight ; 
And then againe resolu’d to fiunt him out 
Amongst loose Lulus, laj>[Hd in delight: 

And then both Knights ciiuuie, and Ladu's eke 
did s[)ight. ^ 

One day, when .us she long had sought for ease 
in cucry place, and eucry place thought best, 
YetfouiulnoplvU e,tluttoultlherliking pleast , 
She to a window rarnc, that o{H'iud West, 
Towards which coast her loue his way addri'st 
There looking forth, shc'C in her heart did find 
Many vaine fancies, working her vnrest ; 

And sent her wingtd thoughts, more swift 
tlien wind. 

To bcare v nto her loue the nu*ssage of her mind 
8 

There lus slic looked long, at li'.t die spulc 
l)nc comnung tow.inls her wilh liasty sj)eede : 
Well weendsiiethen,ereliimsliej)lamcdest rule, 
’fhat it was one sent from her loue iiuleide. 
Who when he nigh approtht, slice mote urede 
That It was Talus. Athi^all his groome ; 
Whereat her heart w a^ hid with )io|M.’aiHldrc<le, 
Nc would she stay, till he m [ilace could come. 
But ran to mecte him forth, to know Ins tidings 
sorninc. 

9 

Euen in the dore him meeting, she begun ; 

And where is he thy laird, and how far hence ? 
Declare at once ; and luih he lost or wun ? 
Tlie yron man, albe he wanttxl sence 
And sorrowes feeling, vet with conscience 
Of his ill newes, did inly chill and quake, 
And stood still mute, as one in great sus'jx*nce, 
As if that by his silence he would make 
Her rather reade his meaning, tlien him selfe 
it spake. 


10 

Till she againe thus say d ; TfliM^bcbold, 

And tell wliat euer it be, good or bad. 

That from thv tongue thy hearts intent doth 
hold. 

To whom he thus at length. The tidings srul, 
That I would hide, w ill needs, I see, be riu! 
My Lord, your loue, by liard misliap doth lie 
In wrctcLcd bond.uge, wofully be'Stad. 

Ay me (quoth she) what wuked destinie r 
.Vnd IS he vancjuislit by Ins tyr.uit enemy / 

11 

Not by that Tyrant, his intended foe ; 

But by a Tyraiuiesse (he then rtplide,) 

Tlut him aiptiucd hath in haplessc woe. 
tv. use thou bad newes-man, badly doe*st tliuii 
hide 

Thy maisters sLimc, in liarlots bondage tide 
The rest my selfe t(X) readily can S|k11. 

Wall that m rage she turn’d from hun a-^di, 
Forcing in vaine llie rest to her to tell, 

And to her chainlicr went like solitary cell 

12 

The re she Ix-gan to make her monefull plaiiil 
Against her Knight, for being so vntrew , 
And him to touch with faLshoods fowle attaint, 
That all hts oilier honour ouer threw. 

Oft did she bLunc her selfe, and often rew, 
I'or ' K MiPfr to a strani'grrs loue so h'.’! '. 

\\ ho elii'S'' dm..';r ersstraui j esher.c 1 1 " x. 
.'\iul euermore slie did him sliarpely twig! t 
I'or bn arh of faith to her, which he liad tirnicK 

And then she in her wr.ahfull will dul ciU, 
How to nueiige that blot of honour blir,: , 
To light with hull, and goodly die lu i li i 
And then againe she did her selfe loriiunb 
Intlutmg on her selfe Ins punishment 

Awhilcshewalkt,andthauft;awhilcshcthrcw 

Her sflfc yppii hir bed, and did Lumiii . 
Vet did she not lament with loude akw. 

\s women wont, but with deepe siglu^, ‘’.ni 
singults few. 

14 

Like as a wavnv'ard childc, whose sounder ‘'UH’*'' 

Is broken with some fearcfulldrcanxs adnrL. 

With froward will doth set him selfe to weepe ; 
Ne can be stild for ail his nurses might, 

But kicks, and squals, and shrickes for fell 
despight : 

Now scratching her, and her loose locks mb* 
using ; 

Nowscekingdarkcnessc,aDdnowseckingligld 

Then crauingsucke,and then thcsuckerefu^i^' 

Such was this Lad ics fi t ,i n her loues fond accusi ng . 
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But when she had with such vnquiet hts 
Her selfe there close afflicted lonj» in vaine. 
Yet found no casement in her troubled wits, 
She vnto Talus forth return’d a^^aine, 

By diange of place seeking to ease her [uine : 
And gan enquire of him, with mylder mhkhI, 
The ctrtaine cause of Artc^ah detuine , 

And wliat he did, and in what state lie stood. 
.\nd whether he did woo. or whether lie were 
woo’d. 

16 

Ah welliiway (sayd then the yron man,) 

Tlial he is not the while in stale to wtxi ; 

But liesinwretclicd tliraldome.weakeandwan. 
Not by strong hand compelKd tlununto, 

But lus owne doome.that none can now vndoo 
^uvd I not then ((juotli slice) erwhile ariglit, 
Tliat this IS tilings comj)acle Iwlwixt you t\\«i. 
Me todeceiiie of faith vnto me plight, 

Since that he was not forst, nor outnonie in 
hght i 

17 

With that he gan at large to her dilate 
The whole discourse of his <aptman<e sad. 

In sort as ye haue heard the s.ime of late 
All which when she w ith hard enduranrue h.nl 
Ihard to tlie end, slie was right sore best. id. 
With sod.iine slounds of wrath and gri< t<- 
attone . 

Nc would abide, till slu had aiinswi re m id< . ■ 
B< M ''tn ighther selfediddight .and .irmor don . 
mounting to her slctdc, l),id lulus guid< 
h' r on. 


f'trih slie nxie vjijxni her rcadv wav. 

1<> s(ike her Knight, as Talus her did giadi 
^‘dlv she rode, and neuer word did sav , 

Nor good nor bad, ne ciier lookt aside, 

Ihit still right downe, ;uid in her thought did 
iiidr 

T ht h Incssc of her heart , right fully Ik nt 
In tarie auengement of th.it womans j)nd< . [ 
Inch had her Ix)rd in her base prison p< nt . , 
Vid so great honour with so fowh rctJO/i h had 
blent 


10 

as she thus melanrholirke did ride, 

' ^'*^wing the aid of griefe and inward pairu', 
''He chaunst to mcete toward the cuen tide 
A Knight, that softly pacr-d on the pbune, 

As if him scife to solace he were fame. 

”ell shot in yearcs he seem’d, and rather f>erit 
*0 peace, then nccdlessc trouble toconstrainc 
As wfH jjy vestiment, 

A* by his modest smiblant, that no euill ment 


I He comming neare, gan gently her salute, 
VVitlicurtcousword^.iii the most comely wi/e, 
Who though dcMious lather to rest mute, 
Then tetmes to eiitirlaine of lommon gni/e, 
Yet rather tlien she kiiulntsM.* would iliNjurc, 
She would her si lie displi.ix'. so him n quite. 
Thin gan the other tin ther to di ui;c 
' 01 things ai)iode, us next to hand did light, 
And many things dinunnd, to whiili slic 
answer’d light, 

Tor little lust h.id she to talke of ought, 

' Or ought to heare, that mole dclighllull hie , 

I Hir iniiitle was whole possrsSKiofonethoiiglit, 

; 'I till g.iuenoneothcrpl.ue Which when as lue 
Hv outward signi-s. (as well he might) did sie, 
i lie list no linger to \se lothfiill sjHai h, 

But her iM-soughl to f.iki* il will in grec, 

''ith shady d.imj'i' had dirnd thehraiiensri.n li, 

. '1 0 lodge with him th.il night , vnlis good .ause 
I imjKMch. 

1 he ( hampionesse, now seeing night at (lore, 

' W.is glad to ve< Id vnto his goixl n quest 
And with liirnwint without gaine-saying more 
Not farre away, but lilth wide by West, 

Ills dwi lling w.is. to wliK h be iiim addi( st 
Wliere soone arnuing tin y reieiiiid wtte 
In SI I nil ly w ise, as tin m lx sii med Ixisl . 

I or he till II l.osi lluni goodly wi II did i Ik.ik . 

. \iid t.dk’t I 1 pli.oanl things, the night aw.iv 
to w< .in 

Thus p issing th’i 111 nipg well, (ill time ol rc st, 
then JltUi'Vuiii vnto .1 bowri* w.is broiiglil , 

W 111 n grooiiH s ,'w.ivti d In r to h.iue v ndn st . 

' But she ne would vndnssid be for onglit, 
i N< doffelu r iniie* .tbougbln b( r nun hlH-soiight 
I'or she b.id vow’d, sin sa^d, not to iorgo 
'Ihose w.irliki wiidis, till she reutnge h.id 
wrought 

' Of .1 late wroru’ \ppon .1 riiort.dl fix* . 

\N hn h she would sun pi rfornie, bi I nle lii r wi le 
' or wo 

74 

Wlmli wlnn llnur Host prrieiu’d, right dis 
ronli nt 

’ In ininde he grew, fur flare li.ist by th.it art 
Ileshouldliisfxirixxi missi',whii In IiAi licmcnt 
j Y?l taking Icauc of her, he did di part. 

[ Tfiere all tliat night rim.iin(d liritumarl, 

\ Kestlessi-, rccomforll(s>e, w-ith heart ilcf|)r 
gneued. 

Not suflcnng the least t won khngslii pi tost.irt 
Intohcreye,whir)itl.’ln art mote Liui relieudl, 
But if the least ap|jcar’d, her eyes slic striiglit 
ri prieucd 
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Ye guilty eyes (sayd she) the which with guyle 
My heart at first betrayd, will ye betray 
My life now to, for which a little whyle 
Ye will not watch ? false watches, wcllaway, 
I wote when ye did watch both night and day 
Vnto your losse: and now needes will ye 
slecpe? 

Now ye haue made my heart to wake alway, 
Nowwillyesleepc? ahwake,and rather weepc, 
To thinke of your nights want, that should yee 
waking keepe. 


But soone as he began to lay about 
With his rude yron flaile, they gan to flie. 
Both armed Knights, and eke vnanned rout : 
Yet Talus after them apace did plie. 

Where euer in the darke he could them spic ; 
That here and there hlce scattred sheepe tl^y 
lay. 

Then backe returning, where his Dame did lie, 
He to her told the story of that fray, 

And all that treason there in tended did bewray. 
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Thus did she watch, and wearc the weary night 
In way Ifull plaints, that none was to appea.se ; 
Now walking soft, now sitting still vpright. 
As sundry chaunge her seemed best to ease. 
Ne Icsse did Talus suffer sleepe to seaze 
His eye-lids sad, but watcht continually. 
Lying without her dore in great disease ; 

Like to a Spanicll wayting carefully 
Least any should betray his Lady treacherously. 
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What time the natiuc Belman of the night, 
The bird, that warned Pet^ of his fall, 

First rings his silucr Bell t’each sleepy wight, 
That should their mindes vp to deuotion call, 
She heard ? wondrous noise below the hall. 
All sodainely the bed, where she should he, 
By a false trap was let adowne to fall 
Into a lower roomc, and by and by 
The loft was raysd againe, that no man could 
it ipie. 
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With sight whereof she was dismayd right sore, 
Percciuing well the treason, \\hi( h was ment : 
Yet stirr^ not at all for doubt of more. 

But kept her place with courage confident, 
Wayting what would ensue of that euent. 

It was not long, before she heard the sound 
Of armed men, comming w ith close intent 
Towards her chamber ; at which dreadfull 
stound 

She quickly caught her sword, and shield about 
her bound. 
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With that there came vnto her cliamber dore 
Two Knights, all armed ready for to fight, 
And after them full many other more, 

A raskall rout, with weapons rudely dight. 
Whom soone as Talus spide by glims of night, 
He started v|), there where on ground he by. 
And in his hand his thresher r^y keight. 
They seeing that, let driueat himstreight way, 
And round about him preace in riotous aray. 


Wherewith though wondrous wroth, and inly 
burning. 

To be auenged for so fowle a deede. 

Yet being forst to abide the daics returning, 
She there remain’d, but with right wary heede. 
Least any more such practise should proceedc. 
Now mote ye know (that which to BriUmatt 
Vnknowen was) whence all this did proceede. 
And for what cause so great mischieuous smart 
Was ment to her, tliat neucr euill ment in hart 
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The goodman of this house was Dolon hight, 

A mail of subtill \Nit and wicked mindc, 
That whilomc in his youth had bene a Knight, 
And arrncs had borne, but little good could 
findc, 

And much Icsse honour by that warlike kindc 
Of life : for he was nothing valorous. 

But with she shiftes and wiles did vndermindf 
All noble Knights, which were aduenturous, 
And many brought to shame by treason 
treacherous. 

He had three sonnes.all three like fathers sonnet, 
Like treacherous, like full of fraud and gink. 
Of all that on this earthly comjmsc wonnr^ : 
The eldest of the which was sbine erewhilc 
Bv Arirgall, through his owne guilty wile . 
His name was Guizor, whose vntimely fate 
For to auengc, full many treasons vile 
His father Dolon had deuiz’d of late 
With these his wicked sons, and shewd ln-< 
cankred hate. 

For sure he weend, that this his present guest 
Was Ariegall, by many tokens plainc ; 

But chiefly by that yron page he ghest. 
Which still was wont with ArUgdl remaine ; 
And therefore ment him surely to haue sbinc 
But by Gods grace, and her good beedin<^. 
She wa.s preserued from their traytrous tmine 
Thus she all night wore out in watcbfulncsse, 
Netuffredsbthf^lsleepehereyelidslooppress^ 
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The morrow next, so soone as dawning houre | 
Discouered bad the light to lining eye, 1 
She forth yssew’d out of her loathed bowre. 
With full intent t’auenge tliat vilUny, ' 
On that vilde man, and all his family. i 
And commingdown toseeke them, where they 
wond. 

Nor sire, nor sonnes, nor any could slie spie : 

Eaiiirowmesl»esought,buttlieinallempiyfond: 
They all were fled for feare, but whether, netlier 
kond. , 
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She saw it vaine to make there lengcr stay, 

J^>ul tookehersteedc,and thereon mount i nglight , 
Gan her addresse vnto her former way. 

She had not rid the mountenance of a flight, 
But that she saw there present in her sight, 
Those two false brethren, on that pcrillous 
Bndge, 

On which Pollrnte with Arte^all did fight. 
Streight was the {lasstTgc like a plough«l ndge, 
Tliat if two met, tlie one mote ncedcs fall oucr 
the lidge. 

. .37 

There they did thinkc them sclucs on her to 
wreakc ; 

Wlio as she nigh vnto them drew, the one 
'Hicsc vile reproches gan vnto her speakc ; 
lliou recreant false traytor, tliat with lone 
Of armes liast knighthood siolnc, yet Knight 
an lione, 

No more shall now the darkencsse of the night 
IXfcnd ihcc from the vengeance of thy fonc, 
But wi t h ihy bloud thou shal i appease thespr ight 
Of G'mwr, by thee slainc, and murdred by thy 

Strange were the worrls in Britamartis rare ; 

Vet Slav’d she not for them, but forward fared, 
Till to the perillous Bridge she came, and there 
desir’d, that he might liaue prejiarcd 
The way to her, and those two loscls scared. 
But she thereat was wroth, that for despight 
Vlieglauncingsparklcsthroughherbcuerglarcd, 
A^d from her eies did flash out fiery light, 

Bike that through a siluer Grnscr sparkle 
hri;:;hl. 

t;. 39 

‘V st.iyd not to aduisc which way to take ; 

[niiting spurres vnto her fiery beast, 
^wrough the raidstof them she way did rr^e. 
nif one of them, which most her wrath increast , 
M'pon her sp^rc she bore before her breast, 
Till to the Bridges further end she past, 

falling downc, his challenge he releast : 
other ouer side the Bridge she cast 
the riuer, where he drunke his d^ly last. 


As when the flashing Leuin haps to light 
Vppon two stubbomc oakes, which stand so 
neare. 

That way betwixt them noneappetresin sight ; 
The lingin fiercely flying lorih, doth teare 
Th'onc from the earth, and through the nirc 
doth bcare ; 

The other it with force doth ouerthrow, 
Vp|)on one side, and Ooni lusrootes<lothreare. 
Sodid thetliampionessethoiiciwothcrcstrow, 
And to their sire their carcasses left to bestow. 


Cant, VI I. 

Briiomart comes io his Chureht 
Where shee strange vtstons sees : 

She Jights with Radt^und, her slates^ 

And Arlegall thence jrees. 

1 

Nought is on earth more sacred or diuine. 
That Gods and men doe cqu.illv adore, 

Then this same vcrlue, that dotli right define : 
For th’hcucns thcmsclucs, whence mortal men 
implore 

Right intheirwrongs,arerurdbyrighteouslorc 

Of highest loue, who doth true iustice dealc 
To his inferiour Gods, and euermorc [wealc : 
Therewith rontairu'S his luaucnly Common* 
The .skill whereof to J’nnas luarla he doth 
ucalc. j 

Well tlurtforc did the antique world inuenf, 
That lusiicc was a God of soucrainc grace. 
And altars vnto him, and tempki lent, 

And licaucniy honours in the highest place ; 
Calling him great Osyrxs, of the race 
Of th'old A'lgy [)lian K mgs, I hat why lomc were ; 
With fayned colours sliading a true case : 

For that Osyrts, whilcsf hr liurd here, 

The iustest man ahue, and irutst did apj>carc. 

His wife was his, whom they likewise made 
A Goddesse of great f)Owre and souerainly, 
And in her person cunningly did shade 
Tb.'it part of lustice, which is Equity, 
Wliereof I haue to treat here presently. 

Vnto whose temple when as Brilmari 
Arriued, slice with great humility 
Did enter in, nc would that night depart ; 

But Talus mote not be admitted to her part. 
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There she receiued was in goodly wizc 
01 many Priests, which duely did attend 
Vppon the rites and daily sacrifize, 

All clad in linnen robes with siluer hemd; 
And on their heads with long locks comely 
kemd, 

They wore rich Mitres shaped like the Moone, 
To shew that Isis doth the Moone |X)rtend ; 
Like as Osyris signifies the Sunne. 

For that they both like race m equall iustice 
runne. 
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The Championcsse them greeting, as she could, 
Was thence by them into the Temple It'd ; 
Whose goodly budding when she did bchould, 
Borne vp(X)n stately pillours, all dispred 
With shining gold, and arclied ouer bed, 

She wondred at the workcinans passing skill, 
Whose like before she neuer saw nor red ; 

And thcrcuppon long while stootl gazing still, 
But thought, that she thereon could neuer gaze 
her fill. 
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Thence forth vnto the Idoll they her brought, 
The which was framed all of silucr fine. 

So well as could with cunning hand bo wrought. 
And clothed all in g:irrncnts made of line, 
Hemd all about witli fringe of siluer twine. 
Vppon her head she wore a C rowne of gold. 
To shew that she had powro in things diume ; 
And at her feete a Crocodile was rold, 

That with her wri'athcd taile her middle did 
enfold. 
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One footc was set vp|)on the Crocodile, 

And on the ground the other fast dui stand, 
So meaning to suppresse both forgid guile, 
And open force : and in her other hand 
Shestrctched forth a long wliitcsclondcr wand 
Such was the Goddesse ; whom whi n Hritoimrt 
Had long beheld, her sclfe vp(X)n the l.md 
She did prostrate, and with riglit humble hart, 
Vnto her selfc licr silent prayer-, did im|xirt. 
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To which the Idoll as it were inclining. 

Her wand did mouc with amiable looke, 

By outward shew her in^vard scnce dcsmmg. 
Who well pcrcciuing, how her wand she shooke, 
It as a token of good fortune tooke. 

By this the day with dampe was ouernvst, 
And ioyoiis lignt the house of loue forsooke ; 
Which when sne saw, her helmet she vnlaste. 
And by the altars side her selfe to slumber 
plaste. 
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For other beds the Priests there vsed none, 
But on their mother Earths deare lap did he. 
And bake their sides vppon thecold hard stone, 
T’enure them selues to suflfcraunce thereby 
And proud rebellious flesh to mortify. 

For by the vow of their religion 
They tied were to sttdfast chastity, 

And continence of life, tliat all forgon, 

They mote the better tend to their deuotion. 
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Therefore they mote not taste of fleshly food, 
Ne feed on ought, the which doth bloud con- 
tame, 

Ne drmke of wine, for wine they say is blool, 
Euen the bloud of Gyants, which were sldim-, 
By thundring loue in the Phltgrean plaiiu* 
For which the earth (as they the story tell) 
Wrot h with theCiods, which to|x*rpetuall}van)e 
Had damn’d her sonnes, which gainst thimdid 
rtbell, 

Witli inward griefe and malice did agaiiM 
them swell. 

ti 

And of their vitall bloud, the which was dml 
Into her pregnant bosome, forth she brought 
The fruit full vine, whose liquor bloudds rid 
Hailing the mindes of min with fury fraught, 
Mote m them stirrc vp old rebellious thought, 
'lo make new warre .against the Gods .ag.iun' 
Suchisthe|)owrcofthatsamefruit,thatnoug! t 
The fell contagion may thereof restr.iine, 

I Ne within reasons rule, her madding imxxi 
contamc. 

12 

There did tlic warlike Maide her selfc rc|io>e', 
Vnder the wings of Ists all that night, 

I And with sweetc ri'St her heauy eyes did < lo^ • 
After that long daies toile anti weary plight 
Whcrewhilesthcrearlhlyjurlswith'-oftdi ligl ' 
Of scncelcsse slecqx* did dct'ply drowntd hf- 
There did apjxarc vnto her hcauenl> spiight 
I A wondrous vision, which did close inijiho 
Tlie course of all her fortune and postcritie. 

Her seem’d, as she was doing sacrifize 
To Isis, deckt with Mitre on her hed, 

And linnen stole after those Pricstes gmzf. 

All sodainely she saw transfigured 
Her linnen stole to robe of scarlet rid. 

And Moone-like Mitre to a Crowne of gol‘l. 
That euen she her sclfe much wondcrtxl 
At such a chaunge, and ioyed to behold 

He r sel fc , adorn ’dw i th gems and ie we Is man i fold- 
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And in the midst of her felicity, 

An hideous tempest seemed from below, 

To rise through all the Temple sodainely, 
That from the Altar ail about did blow 
The holy fifc» and all the embers strow 
Yppon the ground, whidi kindled priiiily. 
Into outragious flames vnwares did grow, 
That all the Temple put in ieopardy 
Of ftmung, and her selfe in great f)erplexity. 


Certes (sayd she) silli ye so well haue spide 
The troublous passion of my pensiue mind, 

I will not seeke tlie same from you to hide, 
But Will my cares vnfoldc, in hojie to find 
Your aide, to guide me out of errour blind, 
bay on (quoth he) the secret of your liart : 
For by the holy vow, which me doth bind, 

I am adiur’d, best a)unscll to impart 
To all, that sliall rtxjuirc my comfort in their 
smart. 


With that the Crocodile, which slecjung lay 
Vnder the Idols feete in fearel^se bowre, 
Seem’d to awake in horrible dismay, 

As being troubled with that stormy stowre ; 
And gaping greedy wide, did streight dcuourc 
Both flames and tempest : with which growen 
great, 

And swolne with pride of his owne peorcKsst* ! 
powrc, 

Be gun to threaten her likewise to cat , ; 

But that the Goddesse with her rod him Ixicke { 


20 

Then gan she to declare the whole disi'ourse 
Of all iliat vision, which to her apjxard, 

As well as to her minde il had recourse 
All which when he vnto the end had heard, 
Like to a wcakc faiiii-hearltxl man he fared, 
Through great jistonislinicnt of that strange 
sight ; 

And with long hnks vp-slanding, stilly stared 
Like one adawed with some drr.iilfull sprighl 
bo hid with heauenly fury, thus he her bclnght 
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did beat. 

i6 

Tho turning all his pride to humblcsse mceke. 
Him selfe before her feete he lowly threw, 

And gan for gratae and loue of her to seeke : 
Whidi she accepting, lie so ncare her drew. 
Tliat of his game she soone enwomhc'd grew’, 
And forth did bring a Lion of great might ; 
Tliat shortly did all other beasts subdew. 

With that she waked, full of fearefull fright, 
And doubtfully dismayd through that so vii- 
coutli sight. 

*7 

'x) thcrcuppon long wliile she musing liy, 

Willi thousand thoughts feeding licr fantasie, 
Vniill she spide the laaif)e of lightsome day, 
y|>-hflc'd m the porch of hcaucii hie. 
rn<‘i» vp she rose fraught with melancholy, 
forth into the lower parts did [>as ; 
Whereas the Priestes she found full busily 
About their holy things for morrow Mas : 
she saluting faire, fairc res.ilutc'd was. 

l^'it by the change of her vnchearcfull looke, 
^vmightpcrceiue,shewasnot wcllin plight; 
^ that some pensiuenesse to heart she tooke. 

Therefore thusoneof them, whoscem'din siglit 
To be the greatest, and the grauest wight, 
h«r betake ; Sir Knight it aeemes to me, 
thorough euill rest of this last night, 
^ ill Apayd, or much dismayd ye be, 

* «t by your change of cheare is easic for to see. 


j Mognificke Virgin, tli.U m queint disguiM* 

1 Of Britisliarmesdoest inaske lliy loyall blood, 
j So to pursue a fierillous emprirx*, 

I How couldst thou wcene, through that dls- 
1 guizcd hood, 

I To hide thy slate from Ix ing vndersiorxl f 

j (anfromtirirninortalKitxlsonpht hiddenlKe? 
} They doc thy Image, and thy l>ordly brood , 

I 'riiey doe ibv sire, liinenting sore lor ihct* ; 

I They doc' fliy lone, forlorne m womens tliral- 

: dome m i*. 
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The end when of, and all the long eucnl, 

They doc to tliee in tins s.inu* drearnc discouer, 
For that s.anie ('rorodile doth represjent 
The righteous Knight, that is thy faitlifull 
I Like to Osyns in all nist endeucr. (loner, 
For tluit same (Voeexlile (hyris is, 

Tliat vnder Isis feete doth slce|)c for cuer : 
To shew that e lemincc oft in things amis, 
KcMraines those sUrne bchc*»l.s, and crucll 
eloomes of Ins. 

Th,U Knight shall all the troublous storincs 
ass wage, 

And raging flames, llint many foes shall rcarc, 
To hineler thee frexn the lust heritage fdeare. 
Of thy sire-s Crowne, and from thy countrey 
Then slialt thou take him to thy loueel fere, 
And ioync in equal! portion of thy realmc. 
And afterwards a sonne to him shaft beare, 
That Lion-hke shall shew his powre extreamci 
So ble«e thee Cod, and giue thee ioyaace of 
thy dreame. 
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All which when she vnto the end had heard, 
She much was eased in her troublous thought, 
And on those Priests bestowed rich reward : 
And royall gifts of gold and siluer wrought, 
She for a present to their Goddesse brought. 
Then taking leaue of them, she forward went, 
To sceke her loue, where he was to be sought ; 
Ne rested till she came wiiliout relent 
Vnto the land of Amazons, as she was bent. 
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Whereof when ncwes to Radigund was brought, 
Not with amaze, as women wonted bee, 

She was confused in her troublous thought, 
But fild with courage and with ioyous glee. 
As gild to heare of armcs, the which now she 
Had long surrcast, she had to open bold, 
That she the face of lier new foe might see. 
But when they of that yron man had told. 
Which late her folke had slaine, she bad them 
forth to hold. 
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So there without the gate (as seemed best) 

She caused her Pauihon be pight ; 

In which stout Bnionmri her selfe did rest. 
Whiles Talus watched at the dore all night. 
All night likewise, tliev of the towne in fright, 
Vppon their wall good watch and ward did 
kecpc. 

'Fhe morrow next, so soone as dawning light 
Bad doe away the dainjK* of drouzie slee^xi, 
The warlike Amazon out of her bowre did peepe 
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And caused streight a Trumpet loud to shrill, 
To warne her fix: to battcll soone bo prest : 
Wlio long before awoke (for she ful ill 
Could sleepe all night, that in vnqiiiet brest 
Did closely harlwiir such a it*alous guest) 
W.is to the liattell whilome ready dight 
Eftsooncs that warriouresse with haughty crest 
Did forth issue, all ready for the fight : 

On th’otherside her foe appeared soone in sight 

2S 

But ere thev reared liaiid, the Amazone 
Began the streight conditions to pro))ound, 
With which she vsc<l still to tye her fone ; 

To serue her so, as she the rest had bound. 

W 1 licJi when the other heard , she sternly f row nd 
For high disdaine of such indignity. 

And would no lenger treat, but bad them 
sound. 

"or her no other termes should cuer tie 
Then what prescribed were by la wesofcheualrie. 
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The Trumpets sound, and they together run 
With greedy rage, and with their fauichms 
smot; 

Ne either sought the others strokes to sliun. 
But through great fury both their skill forgot, 
And practicke vse in armes ; ne spared not 
Their dainty parts, which nature had created 
So faire and tender, without staine or sj^wt, 
For other vses, then tliey them translated ; 
Which they now hackt and hewd, as if such vse 
tliey hated, 
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As when a Tygrc and a Lionesse 
Arc met at spoyling of some hungry pray, 
lioth challenge it with equall greedinesse : 
But first the Tygrc clawes thereon did Liy ; 
And therefore loth to loose her right away, 
Doth 111 defence thereof full stoutly stend' 
To w'hich the Lion strongly doth gainesav . 
That she to hunt the beast first tooke in Ixa.d ; 
And therefore ought it haue, where euer si 0 it 
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hull fiercely lavde the Ama/nn about, 

And dealt her blowcs vnmcrcifully sore 
Which Brxtomari withstood with courage stout , 
And them rcpaide againe with double men 
So long they fought, that all the grassie florr 
Was fild with bloud, which from their sUi*'- 
did How, 

And gushed through theirarmeSjthatallinport 
They trode, and on the ground their lines did 
strow, 

Like fruilles seede, of which vntimel) death 
sliould grow. 

At List j)roud Radigund with fell dcs{)iclit. 
Hailing by chaunce espide aduantage ncirc. 
Let dnuc at her with all her drcadfull nll;:h^ 
And thus vpbrayding said ; This toki n 
Vnto the man, whom thou doest lone so di .ir- . 
And tell him for his sake thy life thou gai 
Wlurhspitcfullwordsshe'sorcengricu’dtoli' 

Thus answer’d ; lewdly thoiimy louedc{'r.n < • 
Who shortly must repent that now so \ m 
braucst 
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Natiriissc that stroke so cruell jxLssagc f"’ ' 
That glauncing on her shoulder nlate. u Lit 
Vnto the bone, and made a grieslv won: d, 
ITut she her shield through raging smart of '• 
Could scarsc vphold ; yet soone she it 

Forhaumg force incrcast through fiiriou'-f^nf. 

She her so rudely on the helmet sniit, 

That it empierced to the very brainc, 

And her proud person low prostrated on tU 
plaine. 
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Wlicrc being layd, the wrothfull Britoru^ 
^uyd not, till she came to her selfe againe, 
Blit in reuengc both of her loues distresse, 
.\;id her Ule vile reproch, though vaunted 
\aine, 

And ub>o of her wound, which sore did paine. 
Slic with one stroke both head and helmet cleft 
Which dreadfull sight, when all her warlike 
iraine 

TlK-re present saw, each one of sence bereft, 
Kled fast into the low ne, and her sole victor left 
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Btit >et so fast they could not home retrate. 
But that swift Talus did the forrnost win ; 
Andjuessing through the preacc vnlo the gate, 
Tehncll with them attonce did enter in. 

Tliere then a piteous slaughter did bc^gln : 

For all tliat cuer came within his rtuch, 
lie with his yron flale did thresli so thin, 

Tliat he no workc at all left for the leach : 
Like to an lude-ous storine, which nothing may 
etnix'acli. 


And now by this the noble Conqueresse 
Her stiff came in, her glory to partake ; 

Where though rcuengefullvowshedidprofcssc, 

\ el when she saw the heapes, which he did 
make, 

Of slaughtred carkasses, her heart did quake 
For very ruth, which did it almost riue, 

That she his fury willed him to slake ; 

For else he sure had left not one aliuc, 

Bur all m his reuenge of spiritc would depriue 
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Iho wiun she had his execution stayd, 

.'>he for that yron prison did enquire, 
h. whicli her wretched loue was capliue layd : 
\^hic!i breaking open with indignant ire, 
hhc entred into all the partes entire. 

Where whenshe saw that lothly vneouth sight, 
•)f men di<^iiz'd m womanishe attire, 

Her heart gan grudge, for very dce|)e despight 
'-'i ‘»o vnrnanly rnaskc, in misery misdight, 
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W List when as to her ownc Loue she came, 
W.'ioin like disguize no Icsse deformed liad, 

W s,L;ht thereof abasht with secrete sliamc, 
'’!<■ turiid her head aside, as nothing glad, 
iauic beheld a spectacle so bad ; 
then too well belceu’d, that which toforc 
halous suspect as true vntrucly drad, 

W hit h vaine conoeipt now nourishing no more, 
^ sought with ruth to salue his sad mis* 
fortuDcssort. 
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Not so great wonder and astonishment, 

Did the most clia>l Tnulopf |)ossrsse, 

'lo ncc her Lord, that w.i> leporitd drent, 

And dead long •^imc m vloloious distresse, 
Lome home to her in jjitcous wrctchedncsse, 
After long Irautll of full twenty yoares, 

'rhat she knew not hb lauours liKclvnesse, 
hor iiiany soaire*s and nianv hoary hcares, 

But sliKxl long staring on huu, rnongsl vneer- 
tame feares 

.JO 

Ah my dean* Uird. wh.il sight is thisfquoth she) 
VV lull May 'game hat li inisforl line made of you ? 
When IS that dre.idfull manly l(X)ke? where be 
'Fliose might) [ubnes, the which ye wont I’crn* 
brew 

liibloudofKiiigs,aiulgrialh(xisti'Stosuhdrw? 

Could ough I on ear l h so w ond rous change I lauc 
wrought. 

As to luuc rolxlc you of that manly hew ? 
Could so great courage slouix'd bane to ought? 
Then farewell fleshly force ; 1 see thy pride is 
nought. 

'Du nreforth.sheslreiglitintoabowrchimbTmjght, 
And rausrj hunt hose vneomcly weed csvndight; 

And in their stwxJe lor other ruymcnl sought. 
Whereof there was grrat store, and armors 
bright, 

W hu h iiail b^ ne reft from many a noble Knight; 
W'horn that proud Anuiz-on sulxlewed had, 
Whilest l-orlune fauourd her sua esse m light. 
In wlmh whin as slu liim araw lud clad, 

She was rnmi’d, and ioyd much in his sem* 
blanceglad. 

So there a while tliey afterwards remained, 
Him to refresh, and her bic wounds to heale : 

l)uringwhuhvj>areshethcrcasl*nnec?« rained, 

And changing all that fonneof (onunon wealc. 
The liberty of women did rryx-alc, 

W hith tliey had long vsurpt ;aridthernrrttonng 

To mens subiertion, did true luslirc deale : 
That all they as a (loddesse her aiioring, 
Herwiscdorne did admire, and Ix^rkned toiler 
loni;g 

ForallthoscKmghts,whu li longinctipUue shade 

Had shrowded b<*nc, she did from thraldomc 
And magistrates of tliat city made, [free; 
And gaue to them great liumg and large fe« : 
And that they should for cuer laithhill bee, 
Made them swearc fealty to ArUgolL, 

Who when him selfe now well recur d did see, 
He purposd to proceed, what 10 be lall, 
Vppon his first aduenture, which him lorth 
did call 
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Fall sad and sorrowfull was BrUomart 
For his departure, her new cause of griefe ; 
Yet wisely moderated her owne smart, 
Seeing his honor, which she tendred chiefe, 
Consisted much in that aduentures priefe. 
The care whereof, and hope of his successe 
Gaue vnlo her great comfort and reliefe. 
That womanish complaints she did represse. 
And tempred for the time her present heaui- 
nesse. 

45 

There she continu’d for a certainc space, 

Til Ithroii^hhis want her woedid more increase: 
Then hoping that the change of aire and place 
Would cliangc her paine, and sorrowsomewhat 
ease, 

She parted thence, her anguish to appease. 
Meane while her noble Lord sir Artegall 
Went on his way, ne euer howre did cease, 
Till he redeemed had that Lady thrall : 

That for another Canto will more fitly fall. 


Cant. VIII. 

Princt Arthure and Str ArUgally 
Free Samient from jeare : 

Thry shy the Souldan, driue his wife^ 
Adicia to despair e 

1 

Nought vndcr heauen so strongly doth allure 
The sence of nun, and all l»is mindc posscssc, 
As beauties louely baite. that doth procure 
Great warriours oft their rigour to represse, 
And mighty hands forget their manlincssc ; 
Drawne w ith the (xiwrc of an heart-robbing eye, 
And wrapt in fetters of a golden tresse. 

That can with melting pleasaunce mollifye 
Their hardned hearts, enur’d to bloud and 
cruelty. 

2 

So whylomeleamd that mighty Icwish swaine, 
Each ofwhosclockcs did match aman in might. 
To lay his spoilrs before his lemans trainc : 
So also did that great Octean Knight 
For his loues sake his Lions skin vndight : 
And so did warlike Anl<my neglect 
The worlds whole rule for Cleopatras sight. 
Such wondrous powrc hath wemens faireaspect , 
To captiue men, and make them all the world 
reject. 


Yet could it not stemc ArU^all retaine, 

Nor hold from suite of his auowed quest, 
Which he had vndertane to Glortane ; 

But left his loue, albe her strong request, 
Fairc Bntomari in languor and vnrest. 

And rode him selfe vppon his first intent : 
Ne day nor night did euer idly rest ; 

Ne wight but onely Talus with him went, 
The true guide of his way and vertuous gooem- 
ment 

4 

So trauelling, he chaunst far off to heed 
A Damrx?!!, flying on a palfrey fast 
Ikfore two Knights, that after her did speed 
With alltheir powre.and her full fiercely rhaM 
In hope to haue her ouerhent at last : 

Yet fled she fast, and both them farre outwent, 
Carried with wings of fcare, like fowle aghaM, 
With locks all loose, and rayment all to rent . 
And cucT as she rode, her eye was harkeward 
bent. 

5 

Soone after these he saw another Knight, 
Tliat after those two former rode apee, 
With spare in rest, and prickt with all his 
might : 

So ran they all, as they had bene at bare, 
They being chased, that did others chase* 

At length he saw the hindmost ouertakc 
One of those two, and force him turnc lus fact . 
How euer loth he were his wav to slake. 

Yet mote he algatcs now abide, and ans>»crc 
make. 

6 

Hut th’other still pursu'd the fearefull Mayd ; 
Who still from him as fast away did flic, 

Ne once for ought her speedy passage stayd, 
Till that dt length she (lid before her ‘^pie 
.Sir Arlr^all, to whom she streight did bie 
With gladfull hast, in hop of him to g< t 
Succour against her greedy enimy : 

Who seeing her approch gan forward set, 

To sauc her from her feare, and him from lorct 
to let. 

7 

But he like hound full greedy of his prav , 
Being imptient of impediment, 

Continu'd still his course, and by the wav 
Thought with his speaie him quight haut 
oiierwent. 

So both together ylike felly bent. 

Like fiercely met. But Artefall was strong^- 
And better skild in Tilt and Tumament, 
And bore him quite out of his saddle, 

Then two speares length ; So mischiefc ooc^ 
roatcht the wronger. 
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And in his hil) misfortune him mistooke ; 

For on hb head vnhappily he pight, 

Tliat his ownc waight ois necke asunder broke, 
And left there dead. Mcane while the other 
Knight 

Defeated had the other faytour quight, 

And all hb bowels in his body brast : 

\V’hom leaning there in tlrat dispiteous plight, 
He ran still on, thinking to follow fast 
Ills other fellow Pagan, which before him past 

9 

In stead of whom finding there ready prest 
Mr Arlf^aU, without discretion 
He at him ran, with rtaidy spcarc in rest : 
Who seeing him come still so fiercely on. 
Against him made againc So both anon 
Together met, and strongly cither strooke 
And broke their ^)eares; yctneither hasforgon 
Ills horses backe, yet to and fro long shooke, 
And tottre<j like two tow res, whuh through 
a tempest quooke. 


10 

hut when againe they had recouered miuc. 
Tluydrewthcirswor(Js,ininindtomak< amends 
Forwliatthcirs|)c.ireshadfavld<>fthcirpretcna' 
W'hh hwhcnthcDani/cll.wliothnsedeadlvends 

< H bntli her f(KS had sec ne, and now her frends 
her her Ix’ginning a more fcarcfull fray, 

^he to them runnes in hast , and herhairerends, 

< TMiig to them their criiell hands to stay. 
Vntill they both doc heiire, what she to them 

will S.IV 

1 I 

Tikv stavd their hands, when she thus gan to 
sjK-ake ; 

what mcane ye thus vnwise 
.nothers wrong to wre.ake ? 
whom yc did enterprise 
nd lx)tn red rest likewise • 

W itnc-sse the Payniins both, whom ye may str ! 
Tlicredcad onground. VVliatdoeycthcndeuise- 
more reuengc ? if more, then I am shee, 

« ni< h was the route of all, end your reiierige on i 


Ah gentle Knights, 
^I>on your sclu(^ a 
1 am the wrong’d, 
lx ah to redrc*ssc. a 


Ft 

Saying, Sir Knight, of pardon I you pmy, 
Tliat all viiwectmghaueyou wron;jMlhus sore, 
Suflrinij my hand against my heart to stray : 
Which if ye please forgiiie, I will therefore 
\eeld for amends my selfe yours euermore, 
Or what so penaunce sliall liy you be red. 

To whom the Piina* ; Cent's me needeth more 
To cr.uie the same, whom errour so misled, 

As tlul ] did mistake tlie huing for the dixl. 

M 

Put SI t h y e pit ase , t ha f hot h ou r blmiesshall d ic, 
Amends may for the trcsiiusse soorie lie made, 
Since neither js cndainudg’d much thereby. 
So can they both them seines full eath fxrswade 
Tofaireaccortlaunce.and Ixith faults tosliadc, 
Either embracing otlier louingly, 

And swearing faith to either on his blade, 
Neuer thenceforth to noiinsli enmity, 

Put tither otliers cause to inaintainc mutually. 

15 . 

Tlien ArU^iall gan of the Printe rn(|iiire, 

What wtre those knights, wind) there on 
ground were li\d. 

And had receiii’d their lolliis wortliy hiie, 
And for what caust^ they rhased so that MaytL 
Certes I wote not well (the Prince tlien sayd) 
Pul by adiienture found th<m faring so, 

As by the way viiwcetiiigly I strayti. 

And lo the Darnze 1) selle, whence all did grow, 
Of whom wc may at will the whole occasion 
know . 

H) 

Tlan tiny tluif Ikuii/ill t.illeil to them lue, 
An<l .iskui h( r. what vm rt tliose two ix r font, 
I ri'ni wliom she (.irst r.o l.cst away di(| flie ; 
Aral wli.at w.is she fa r ‘.c He *^0 woe lagone, 
And for w)»at caiisi' purMiM of tlx in atfnne. 
To whom she tlius . Then wote ye well, that I 
])o( s<rii( a Qixdx, tliat not fiir herxe doth 
wont, 

A Prim esse of grral powri and niaieslie, 
h.irnoii'- through all tlic world, and honor’d 
far and ni( 


met. 


M»om wla n they heard sosay , they lookl about , 
f^o wcete if it were true, as she had told ; 
’'mre when they saw their foes dead out of 
, [hold, 

they gan their wrothfull hands to 
And Ventailcs rcare, each other to bcfiokJ. 
when as Ariegall did Arthure vew, 
f'iire a acaturc, and so wondrous bold. 
Ana admired both his heart and hew, 
A^touchedwithinfireaffcction.nighhimdrew 


Her name Mrralla most men vv to rail , 

That is a mayden Queene of high renownr. 
For her great Ixxinty knowen ourr all, 

And souerainc grace , with whxh her royall 
rrownc 

.She doth supfiort, and strongly Uateth downe 
The malice of her foes, which her enuy, 

And at her happine«ise do fret and frowmc 
Yet she her selfe the more doth magnify, 
And cuen to her foen Iter merries multiply. 
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Mon<.’st many winch rnali^nc her happy state, 
There is a mi^'lity inaii, whioh wonnes here by 
'Fhat witli riio^t fell de^plj^ht and deadly liate, 
Scckes to siibuert her Crownc and diinnty, 
And all his powre doth thereunto apjily : 

And her f»ood Knights, of which so braue 
a band 

Serues her, as any ITincessc vnder sky, 
lie either spoiles, if they against bun stand, 
Or to his part allures, and bnljeth vnder land. 

Ne him sufficcth all the wrong and ill, 

Which he vnto her people does catli day, 

But that he seekes by traytrous traines to 
spill 

Her person, and her sacred sclfe to slay : 

Tlut 0 ye heauens defend, .ind turne away 
Kroin her, vnto the miscreant him sclfe, 

That neither hath religion nor lay, 
but makes his God of his vrigodly f/clfe, 

And Idols serues ; so let his Idols seruc the Elfc. 

20 

i'o all which cruell tyranny they say, 

He is prouokt, and stird vp d.iy and night 
By his bad wife, that hight Adtaa, 
Whocoiinselshimthroughconlidenccof might, 
To breake all l)onds of law, and rules of right. 
For she her selfe professelh mortal! foe 
To lusticc, and against her still doth light, 
Working to all, that lone her, deadly woe. 
And makingall her Knightsand people to doe so. 

21 

Which my liege Lady seeing, thought it best, 
With that his wife in friendly wise todcale, 
For stint of strife, and stablishnicnt of rest 
Both to her sclfe, and to her common wcalc, 
And all forepast disj)leasurcs to rcj)oale. 

So me in message vnto her she sent. 

To treat with her by way of enterdcale. 

Of finatl |x?acc and fairc attonement. 

Which might concluded be by mutuall consent. 

22 

All limes haue wont safe passage to afford 
To messengers, that come for causes lust : 
But this proude Dame disdayning ail accord. 
Not onelv into bitter termes forth brust, 
Reuiling me, and ray ling as she lust. 

But kistly to make proofe of vtmost shame. 
Me like a dog she out of dores did thrust, 
Miscalling me by many a bitter name, 

That neuer did her ill, ne once deserued blame. 


23 

And lastly, that no shame might wanting be, 
When I was gone, soone after me she sent 
These twolalseKnights, whom thercycl)i:.g>.ee, 

To l)e by tiiem dislionourexl and shcrit : 

But tli.inkt be* God, and your goe>d harcirneni, 
They luue the price of their owne folly pa\(l 
ho said this Damzeil, that bight SamutU, 
And to those knights, for their so noble a\<i. 
Ikr selic most gratcfull shew’d, and liea|>e<l 
thanks repayd. 

Biitthey iiowluuing througlilyhcard.andsei ne 
A1 those great wrongs, the which that nu\(i 
eomplained 

To haue lieiie done against her Lady Qncu’f, 
By tlut proud dame, which her so much cis- 
darned, [laiiud, 

Were mouid much thereat, and twiM than 
WithalltlHirforeetoworkeauengementstmiig 
V[)pon the houldan selfe, which it ma> ntaiind, 
And on his L.idy, th’author of tliat wrong. 
And vppon all those Knights, that did to her 
belong 

But thinking l>est by counterfet disguise 
To their ijesengnc to make the easier wa\ , 
They did ihiscomplot twixtthcmselucsdenisc, 
First, that sir Arte^all should him arrav, 
Likeoneof those* two Knights,whichdea(l till re 
And tlicn that Damzcll, the sad Samu nl, {la\ 
.Should as his purchast pri/c with him cr-i 1 a\ 
Vnto the Souldans court, her to prese*iil 
Vnto his scornefull Lady, that for her had sent 

26 

.So as they had dcuiz’d. sir Arlrfiall 
Him clad in ih’armonr of a Pagan knight. 
And taking with him, as his \anquislit thr ill, 
That Damzeil, It'd her to the Souldans r i'ht 
Wlu'resoonc as his proud wife of her had aghf , 
Forth of her window as she looking l.iv. 

She wcene<istre*ight,it washer Pa ynim Knicht- 
Which brought that Djimzcll, as his pun hi*' 
pray ; 

And sent to him a Page, that mote direct hn 

Who bringing them to their appointed plaie, 
Offred his seance to disarme the Knight . 
But he refusing him to let vnlace, 

For doubt to be discouercd by his sight, 

Kcpthimselfestillmhisstraungearmourdigh' 

Soone after whom the Prince arnued tlurc, 
And sending to the Souldan in despight 
A bold defyance, did of him requerc 
That Damzeil, whom he held as wrongfii^ 
prisonere. 
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Wliert'VMih the Souldon all with furie fraught, 
Sttt aruig, and banning most bUsphemouslv, 

( (M ninaundeds t raigh th 1 sarmou r 1 0 be brougfn , 
And mounting straight v()On a clurret hye, 
Wiih vron whceles and hookes arm’d drcad- 
hilly, 

And draw nc of cruell steedi‘s, winch he iiad ft-d 
With llt^li ol men, whom tlirough fell tyramiv 
lie sLiughtrtdhad,and ere they were halfe (It'd, 
Tlieir IxxJici to his beasts fur proiicnder did 
Hired. ^ 

So forth he come all in a cote of plate, 
burni^ht wdt h bloudierust . whileson thegreene 
Tlie Briton Prince him readic did awayle, 

In glistering arines right goodly well bt^scinc, 
That shone as bright, as doth the heauen 
slux-ne ; 

And by Ins stirrup Talus did attend. 

Playing his pages part, us he had beene 
lieforc directed by his Lord ; to th’cnd 
11c should his dale to tiiiall execution bend. 

AO 

Tlius they botli together to their geare, 
With like fierce minds, hut inraningsdiflcrcnt : 
hor the proud Souldan with prc*sumpt<x)us 
( lirare. 

And rountenance sublime and insolent, 

Mught onely slaughter and auengement : 

But the braue Prince for honour and for right, 
L llrl^l tortious fX)wre and lawlessc rtgiment. 
In the behalfc of wronged wcake did light : 
Mure in his causes truth he truslcxl then in 
iin;,ht 

hik( to the Thracian T\ rant, who they say 
^nfo Ills horses gaue his guests for meat, 

‘ill he himselfe was made their grecxlie pray, 
And tnrnc in |>eea^ by Alcides great. 

thought llic .Souldan in his follies threat, 
Ljthor the Priiirc in rseeres to h.auc tome 
hissharpe whecics.in his first rages heat, 
|r \nder hh lierce horses feet haue borne 
'>d trampled downe in dust his thoughts dis* 
'■■unc'd ST'omc. 

hnt the l>old child that pcrill well espying, 

^ he too rashly to his cliaret drew, 

'uie wav vnto his horses sjxrdic flying, 
no their resistlesse rigour did eschew, 
as he passed by, the Pagan threw 
tiuering dart with so impetuous force, 

. .■' j not it shufi’d with heerlfull vew, 
‘ad himselfe transfixed, or his horse, 
theno both one masse withouten more 
tetnorse 


3A 

Oft drew the Prince \ mo his clurret nigh. 

In ho{X* some stroke to lastcn on liini neate • 
But he was mounted in his x-at so high, 

And his wmgfootal courstrs iiim dui Ixure 
>0 fast awav, that ere his luulu* s|>e.irc 
llcuuild aduam'e,hi tarre w.ts gone and p.ist. 
\tl still he him did lollow tuay where, 

.And iolluwid Wits ol him liktwisc lull fust ; 

So long as m ins sterdes llie llammg breath did 
last 

M 

Ag.une the I’agiui threw another dart, 

Ol wliiih he lull with liini ahiiiidaiit store, 

On euerv side of his emhatteld cart. 

And of all other wta[)ons lessc or more, 
Uliidi w.irlike NSi's lud deui/'d of yore. 

Tilt wickini shaft guy dedth rough th'ayriew'vde. 
By some bad spirit, that it to mischiefc l>ore, 
htayd not, till through liis cumt it did glvde. 

And nude ugru^ly wound m his tnriucn side 

.TS 

Mucli was he griciUH] wifli that haplcs.se tliroe, 
'Phat o|)<*rKd liiuJ the wclspring of his hlooil , 
But much the more that to his halefull liv 
Me mote not come, to wreuke his wrathfiill 
riiCKxl. 

Tlut made him rauc, like to a Lyon wixxl, 
Which being wounded of the huntsmans li.uid 
( an not c“ome nearc him in the coiiert woiwl. 
Where he with boughes hath built his shady 
stand, 

And fcnsl himselfe alwul with many a flaming 
brand. 

Still when he sought t'appnxh vnto him nv, 
ills rharret wiiei hs u)>out hirn whirled round, 
And made him backe agame as fast to fly ; 
And eke his stc^des like to an hungry hound, 
That hunting after game hath carrion found. 
So cruelly did him [>urs<'W and rhacc, 

That liisgoix] slti-d, all were he muih renound 
For noble courage, and for liurdic rare, 

Durst not endure their sight, but fled from 
place to f>lace. 

Tims long tbev trasl, and traucrsl to and Iro, 
.Seeking by euerv way to make some brtarli, 
Yet could the Prince not nigh vnto him goe, 
TTiat one sure strrrkc he might vnto him reach, 
Wliercby his strengthf's assay he might him 
teach. 

At last from his victorious shield he drew 
Tlie vai lc,whichdid hw powrefu 1 Ilighl crripcach ; 
And comming full before his horses vew. 

As they vpon him prest, it plainc to them did 
shew. 
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Like lightening flash, that hath ihe gazer burned, 
Sk) did the sight thereof their sense dismay, 
ThatbackeagainevponthemseluestheyUinied, 
And with their rycier ranne perforce away : 
Ne could the Souldan them from flying stay, 
With raynes, or wonted rule, as well he knew. 
Nought fear^ they, what he could do, or say, 
But th’onely feare, that was before their vew ; 
From which like mazed deare, dismayfully they 
flew. 

39 


Fast did they fly,asthemtheirfeetecouldbeare, 
High ouer hilles, and lowly oucr dales. 

As they were follow’d of their former feare. 

In vaine the Pagan bannes, and sweares, and 
rayles. 

And backe with both his hands vnto him hay les 
The resty raynes, regarded now no more : 

He to them calles and si)eakes, yet nought 
auayles ; 

They hcare him not, they liaue forgot his lore. 
But go, which way they list, their guide they 
haue forlore. 

40 

As when the firie-mouthed steeds, which drew 
The Sunncs bright wayne to Phaetons decay, 
Soone as they did the monstrous Scorpion vew, 
With vgly craples crawling in their wav. 

The dreadfull sight did tliem so sore affray. 
That their well knowen courses they forwent, 
And leading th’euer-burning loinpe astray, 
This lower world nigh all to ashes brent. 

And left their scorched |)ath yet m the firma- 
ment. 

4t 

Such was the furie of these head-strong steeds, 
Soone as the infants sunlike shield they saw. 
That all obedience both to words and deeds 
They quite forgot, and scornd all former Law ; 
Through woods, and rocks, and mountaines 


they did draw 

The yron charct, and the wheeles did teare, 
And tost the Paynim, without feare or awe ; 
From side to side tliey tost him here and there. 
Crying to them in vaine, tliat nould his crying 
heorc. 

42 

Yet still the Prince pursew’d him close behind. 
Oft making offer him to smite, but found 
No easie meanes according to his mind. 

At last they haue all ouerthrownc to ground 
Quite topside turuey, and the {^agan hound 
Amongst the yrwi hookes and graples keene, 
Tome all to rags, and rent with many a wound, 
That no whole peece of him was to be scene, 
But scattred all about, and strow’d vpon the 
greene. 


Like as the cursed sonne of Theseus^ 

TTiat following his chacc in dewy mome, 

To fly his stepdames loues Outrageous, 

Of his owne steedes was all to peeces tome. 
And his faire limbs left in the woods forlo^ ; 
That for his sake Diana did lament, [rooume. 
And all the wooddy Nymphes did wayle and 
So was this Souldan rapt and all to rent, 
That of his shape appear’d no litle moniment 

44 

Onely his shield and armour, which there lay, 
Though nothing whole, but all to brusd aixl 
broken, 

He vp did take, and with him brought away, 
Tliat mote remaine for an cternall token 
To all, mongst whom this stone should be 
spoken, 

How worthily, by heauens high deaee, 
lusticethatday of wrong her sclfe had wroken, 
Tliat all men which that spectacle did see, 

By like ensample mote for euer warned bee. 

45 

.So on a tree, before the Tyrants dorc, 

He caused them be hung in all mens sight, 
To be a moniment for cuermore. 

Wliich when his Ladie from the castles hight 
Beheld, it much appaid her troubled sprighf : 
Yet not, as women wont in dolefull fit. 

She w.TS dismayd, or faynted through affright, 
But gathered vnto her her troubled >'it. 

And gan eftsoones deuize to be aueng’d for it 

46 

Streight dowiie slie raiine, like an enragtd row, 
Tliat is berobbed of her youngling derc, 
With knife in hand, and fatally did vov, 

To wreake her on that mayden messengere, 
Whom she had causd be kept as prisoncre, 
% Artegaliy misween’d for her owne Knight. 
That brought her backe. And coinniing 
present there, 

She at her ran with all her force and rniglit. 
All flaming with reuenge and furious despight. 

47 

Like raging Ino, when >\ith knife in har^d 
She threw her husbands murdred infant out, 
Or fell Medea, when on Colchicke strand 
Her brothers bones she scattered all al>^it ; 
Or as that madding mother, mongst the rout 
Of Bacchus Priests her owne deare flesh dw 
teare. 

Yet neither Jno, nor Medea stout, 

Nor all the Mcnades so furious were, [t 
As this bold woman, when she saw that Pamr^H 
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But Artvti being tbeHof »*<«, 

Did stay her crucll hand, ere she her raught, 
And as she did her selfe to strike prepare, 

Out of her fist the wicked weapon caught : 
With that like one cnfelon’d or distraught, 

She forth did rome, whether her rage her bore, 
With franticke passion, and with furie fraught ; 
And breaking forth out at a posternc dore, 
Vnto the wyld wood ranne, her dolours to 
deplore. 

49 

As a mad byteh, when as the franticke nt 
Her burning tongue with rage inflamed hath, 
Doth runne at randon, and with furious bit 

Snatchingatcuery thing,doth wreakcher wrath 

On man and b«Bt, that commeth in her mth. 
There they doe sav, that she transformed was 
Into a Tygre, and that Tygres scath 
In cnieltic and outrage she did pas, 

To prouchersumametrue,thatsheimposedhas. 

Then Arte%clll himselfe discouering plainc, 

Did issue forth gainst all that warlike rout 
Of knights and armed men, which did main' 
I tainc 

! That Ladies part, and to the Souldan lout : 

1 All which he did assault with courage stout, 

! Allwere they nigh an hundred knightsof name, 

1 And like wyld Coates them chaced all about, 
1 Flying from place to place with cowheard 
shame, 

So that with finall force them all he oucrcame. 


Tlwn caused he the gates be opened wyde. 

And there the Prince, as victour of that day, 
With tryumph entertayn’d and glorifyde, 
Presenting him with all the rich array, 

And roiall pompe, which there long hioden la) , 
1‘iirchast through lawlesse powre and tortious 
wrong 

Of that proud Souldan, whom he earst did slay. 
^ both for rest there hauing stayd not long, 
Marrht with that mayd, fit matter for another 
song. 




Cant. IX. 

Arthur and Artr^all (oiAi GuyU 
whom Talus doth dismay, 

They to Mfrnllofs pallace comf, 
and see hrr ruh array, 

1 

What Tygre, or what other saluage wight 
Is so exceeding furious and fell, 

Aswrong,whenithatharm’dilseifewilhmight? 
Not fit mongst men, that doc with reason mell. 
But mongst wyld beasts and saluage woods to 
dwell ; 

VV here St i 1 1 1 he St r onger dot h t he weakedcuoure , 
And they tliat most in boldnessc doc excell, 
Are d readded most ,and feared for their powre' 
Fit for Adtaa, there to build her wicked bowi 

2 

There let her wonne farre from resort of men. 
Where righteous Arte^all her late exyled 
Tlicrc let her cuer kecf»e her darnnea den. 
Where none may be with her lewd |mns 
defy led, 

Nor none but beasts may be of^er despoyled ; 
And turnc we to the noble Prince, wlwrc late 
We did him leaue, after that he liad foyled 
The crucll Souldan, and with dreadful] fate 
Had vltcrly subuerted his vnrighteous Mate. 

Where hauing with Sir Arif gall a sriace 
Well sola-st in that Souldans late delight, 

They lx)lh resolinng now to leaue the place, 
Both it and all the wealth therein belnght 
Vnto that DamzelJ in her Ladies right, 

And so would hauc departed on their way. 
But she them woo’d l^yalllhemeancHshe might, 
And earnestly besought, to wend that day 
With her, to see her I^ic thence not farre away. 

4 

By whose entreatie Iwth they oucrcornmcB, 
Agree to goe with her, and by the way, 

(As often falles) of sundry things did cowmen. 
Mongst which tnat Damzclldid tothem bewray 
A straunge aduenture, which not farre thence 
lay j 

To weet a wicked villaine, bold and stout, 
Which wonned in a rockc not farre away, 
That robbed all the countrie there about, 
And brought the pillage home, wb«)ce MM 
could get it out. 
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Thereto both his owne swlic* wit, (she sayd) 

And eke the fastnebbc ol his dwelling place, 
Both vnassaylablc, gaue him great ayde : 

For he so crafty was to forge and face, 

So light of hand, and nymble of his pace, 

So smooth of tongue, and subtile in las talc. 
That could dcceiue one looking in his face ; 
Therefore by name Malengxn tliey him call, 
Well knowen by his feates, and famous ouer all 

6 

Through these his slights he many doth con- 
found, 

And eke the rocke, in which he wonts to dwell, 
Is wondrous strong, and hewen farre vnder 
ground 

A dreadfull depth, how dcep)c no man can tell ; 
But some doe say, it goeth downe to hell. 

And all within, it full of wyndmgs is, [''mell 
And hidden wayes, that sparse an hound by 
Can follow out those falbc footsle[)s of hi'>, 
Nenone can backc rcturnc,that once are gone 
anus. ^ 

Which when those knights had heard, their 
harts gan earnc, 

To vnderstand that vilkins dwclhng place. 
And greatly it dcMr’d of htr to karne, 

Andby which way they towards it should trace 
Were not (sayd she) tliat it should let your |)acc 
Towards my Ladies presence by you merit, 

[ would you guyde directly to the plate. 
Then let not that (said they) stay your intent , 
For neither will one foot, till we that carle haue 
hent. g 

So forth they past, till they approched ny 
Vnto the rocke, where was tlie villains \\on, 
Which wlienthelXunzcllncareat handdidspy, 
She warn’d the knights thereof ; whothereu|)On 
(Ian to aduize, what best were to be done. 

So both agreed, to send th.it ma\d afore. 
Where she might sit nigh to tlie d«n alone, 
W’ayling, and raysmg pit ti full vprure. 

As if she did some great calami tie deplore. 

9 

With noyse whereof when as the caytiue cai4e 
Should issue forth, in hope to hnd bome spoyle, 
They in awayt would closely him er.snarle, 
Ere to his den he backward could recoyle. 
And so would hope Inm easily to foyle. 

The Damzcll straight went, as shewasdirected, 
Vnto the rocke, and there vixin the soyle 
flauing her selfc in wretcheti wize abiected, 
Gan weepe and waylc, as if great grieve liad her 
affected. 


10 

The cry whereof entring the hollow caue, 
Eftsoones brought forth the villaine, as they 
ment, 

With hope of her some wishfull boot to huue. 
Full dreadfull wight he was, as eutr went 
Vpon the earth, with hollow eyes deepe ixnt, 
And long curld locks, tliat downe his shoulders 
sliagged, 

And on his backe an vneouth vestimeni 
Made of straunge stuffe, but all to worne ami 
ragged, 

And vnderncath his breech was all to tornc .ind 
i^ged. 

And m his hand an huge long stafTe he In Id, 

Whosclo[)wasarm*dwithmanyanyronlnx)kc, 
Fit to catch hold of all that he could weld, 
Or m the compassc of his douches tooU , 
And euer round about he cast his lookc 
Als at his backe a great wyde net he bon, 
With which he seldome fished at the brmjke, 
Blit vsd to tush for fooles on the dry shore, 

Of whidi lie in faire weather wont to take gruL 
store. 

12 

Him when the damzeli saw fast by her side, 

So vgly (reature, she was nigh dismay’d, 

.\nd now for helpe aloud in earnest cride. 
But when the villamc saw her so aflni\d, 

He gan with guilefull words her to |x*r^wadc, 
To banish feare, and with Sardoman snnle 
Lauglnng on hei, lus false intent to sIkkt, 
(Ian forth to Liv lus bayte her to Ix^niyle. 
That from her self vnwares he nuglit her sUak 
the why Ic. 

Like as the fouler on his guilefull pvpc 
( harmes to the birds full many a pleasant bv. 
Tluit they the whiles may take Icsse lux'dic 
kec|X!, 

How lie his nets doth for their mine Uv * 

So did the villaine to her prate and plav, 
And many pleasant tnckes before her shew, 
To til me her eyes from his intent aw.iv 
For he in slights and iugling feates flew, 
And of legicrdemayne the mystera-s did know. 

U 

To which whilest she lent her intcntiuc mind, 
He suddenly his net vpon her threw, 

That ouersprad her like a puffe of wind : 
And snatching her soonc vp, ere well she know, 
Ran with her fast away vnto his mew. 
Crying for helpe aloud. But when as ns 
He came vnto his caue, and there did sew 
The armed knights stopping his passage bv . 
He threw hisburdendowne,and fast away did liy 
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But ArU^all him after did purse w, 

Tlie whiles the Prince there kept the entrance 
still: 

Vp to the rocke he ran, and thereon flew 
Like A wyld Gote, leaping from hill to hill. 

And dauncing on tlie cragg>’ elides at will ; 
Tli.it deadly daunger seem’d in all mens sight, 
To tempt such steps, where footing was so ill 
No ought auayled for the armed knight, 

To ihinke to follow him, tliat was so swift and 
ii^ht. 

16 

Wlm h when he saw, his yron nun he stuU. 

T> lollow him ; for he was swift in cluce 
lie him pursewd, where euer th.it he uent, 
Both oner rockes, and liilles, and cuery place. 
Wii.re so he lied, he followd him apace : 

So that he shortly forst him to forsake 
The hight, and downc descend vnto the Ixisc 
'Dure hehiincourstafresh.aiid soonedidniake 
To le.iue his proper forme, and other sha^n? to 
t.ike 

17 

I'lto a Fuxe hiinsclfe lie first did tournc ; 
liut he him hunted like a Foxc full fast : 

I'lun to a bush hirascdfe he did ininsforme, 
But he the bush did bi-at, till that at last 
hit') a bird it chaung’d, and from him jwist, 

1 Ki.igfrom tree to tree, from wand to wand • 
But he then stones .at it so long did cist, 

Hilt like a stone it fell vj)on the lan<l, 

B ii he ilien looke it vp, and held fast in his 
hand 

i.S 

’ i( Brought with him vnto the kniglits, 

V d to his Ixird Sir Artf^all it lent, 

\\ .rriK g him hold it fast, for feare of slights 
Vi fio wildest in hand it grvfiing hard he bent, 

I a Iledgchogge all mi wart's it went, 

^ id priekl him so, that lie awav it threw. 

gan it runne away incontmeiU, 

I'll’ rctiinied to his former hew ; 

1' * r idus soone him oner looke, and backward 
'.lew . 

P to 

1 M whrn .!<; he would to a sn.ake afniine 

II ‘ 'f' turn’d hiiustlfc, he with his yron flayh 
* ' ui firiue at him , with sohugemight and maine. 

^ all his bones, as small as sandy gravlc 
IF' Broke, and did his bowels disentravie ; 

' ' ingin vaineforheipc.whcn helfie was j>a.st 
^ hd dereipt the selfe deceiucr fayle, 
llr- p* th(v him left a carrion outcast ; 
beasts and foules to feede vpon for their 
repast. 
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20 

Thence forth they [mW w it h that gent Ic Muyd. 
To see her laidic, as tlu y did agree. 

To which when she appnHluxl, lliu!> she sayd . 
Loc now, right noble kniglus, arrm’d ye lice 
Nigh to the pl.uv, whiih \e desir'd to see : 
There slull \c sir nn Mniei.iN nr Oueent 
Most sain'd wight, most diUmavrc and fret, 
'Fliat euer yet vfxm this eaith was siTiie, 

Or that w nil IJiadeine hath euer i row lad l)cene 

21 

The gentle kmglits kuauxI ninth to la are 
The praises of that 1 ‘rmcf .so nuniloM, 

And jvissing litle fnriher, (ominen were, 

Will re they a statelv p.ill.ue did l>ehold, 

0 f pon i| H1US show' . nuu h more 1 1 len she had t old, 
With m.iu\ tow'ns, and l.irrsis mounted hye, 
And all their tops bright glistering with gold, 
Th,it si'cmed to ont'^hine the dimmed skyc, 
.Vnd with their brighfnesse dar’d the sfraunge 
bt. holders eye. 

77 

Tlierc th(7 alighting, by that D.unrrll were 
Directed in, and slawid all the siglil : 
Whosef>orcii,th:itinos 1 m.igmiukedulap]>carr, 
Stoixl ojKii wyde to .ill nun du\ ami night , 
Vet wardeil well bv one ol ninkle might, 
Tliats'itellK*nbv.witlig\ ant like resdiililarirr, 
To keqx' out gii> )e, and mala e. and d( spight . 
That vnder shew oftimrs of faviad siiubliinK . 
Arc wont 111 l'r)ntiscoiirt.Moworkegr<als<aiB 

ami hindrance. 

Ilis name w’.is A'tr , b\ whom fh(‘\ passing in 
W ( nt \ pthe li.ill, tli.it wasa large wvde roonu , 
All full of ptnjT making lioi.Moiis dm, 

And wonorous no\s(, as if that there win 
some, 

Wlm h vnto them w as di aling nghtt'ous dootne 
]ty whom they |tassmg, lliiough the thukist 
pr(.issc, 

m.-irshall of the hall to tlum did come ; 
IIisri.'inK'hightDr</er,wh(uonirnaijntlingpfac(. 

"Iliern gu\d<d through the llirong, that did 
lluir clamors rr.assc. 

24 

'IlifV feast flmir rlnniors v|»on tlum to ga/e , 
Wlioin seeing all in airnour Bright as day, 
'’'iraungc thf rf to ‘rr, it iIk! t }i( rn ini.u h aina/r, 
And with \nworitfd lirror hallt afiray. 

For ncuer saw they then tla' like array. 

Ne euer was the name of warr» iliere qiokcn, 
But lovous f»eare and quairasse alway, 
Ilialmg iu5t ludgemcnts, that mote not be 
broken 

For any brybes, or ihrcatcs of any to be wrokea 
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There as they entrcd at the Scriene, they saw 
Some one, whose tongue was for his treswase 
Nayld to a post, adiudad so by law : [vyle 
For that therewith he mlscly did reuyle. 

And foule blaspheme that Quecne for forged 
guyle. 

Both with bold speaches, which he blazed had. 
And with lewd poems, which he did compyle ; 
For the bold title of a Poet bad 
He on himselfe had ta’en, and ray ling rymes had 
sprad. ^ 

Thus there he stood, whylest high oner his head, 
There written was the purport of liis sin, 

In cyphersstrange,that few could rightly read, 

BON FONT: butf»^wthatoncehadwrittenbin, 
Was raced out, and Mai was now put in. 

So now Maljont was plainely to be red ; 
Eyther for th’euill, which he did therein, 

Or tliat he likened was to a welhed 
Of euill words, and wicked sclaunders by him 
shtd. 

They |)assing by, were guyded by degree 
Vnto the presence of that gratious Queene : 
Who sate on high, that she might all men see, 
And might of all men royally be seene, 

Vpon a throne of gold full bright and sheene, 
Adorned all with gemmes of endlesse price. 

As cither might for wealth haue gotten bene. 
Or could be fram d by worlunans rare deuicc ; 
And all embost witli Lyons and with Flour- 
delice, 28 

All oner her a cloth of state was spred, 

Not of rich tissew, nor of cloth of gold, 

Nor of ought else, that may be richest red, 
But like a cloud, as likest may be told. 

That her brodespreading wing^id wyde vnfold ; 
Whose skirts were bordred with bright sunny 
beams, 

Glistring like gold, amongst the plights enrold, 
Andhereandthereshootingforthsiluerstxeames, 

Mongst which crept litle Angels through thcglit- 
tering gleames, 

Seemed those litle Angels did yi^hold 
iiie cloth of state, and on their purpled wings 
Did beare the pendants, through their nim- 
blesse bold : 

Besides a thousand more of such, as sings 

HymnestohighGod.andcarolsheauenlythings. 
Encompassed the throne, on which she sate : 
She Angcl-like, the heyre of ancient kings 
And mightie Conquerors, in royall state, 
Whylest kings and kesars at her feet did th«n 
prostrate. 


Thus she did sit in souerayne Maiestie, 
Holding a Scepter in her royall hand, 

The sacred pledge of peace and clemencie, 
With which nigh God had blest herh^ie land, 
Maugre so many foes, which did withstand. 
But at her feet ner sword was likewise layde, 
Whose long rest rusted the bright steely brand ; 
Yet when as foes enforst, or friends sought 
ayde, 

She could it stemely draw, that all the world 
dismayde. 

31 

And round about, before her feet there sate 
A beuie of faire Virgins clad in white, 

That goodly seem’d t’adorne her royall state, 
All louely ^ughters of high loue^ that bight 
LiUt, by him begot in loues delight, 

Vpon the righteous Themis : those they "sav 
Vpon /ow^siudgementseat waytday andnignt , 
Andwhenin wrathhe threats thcworldsdefay, 
They doe his anger calme, and cruell vengeanrt 
stay. 

32 

They also doe by his diuine permission 
V|)on the thrones of mortall Princes tend, 
And often treat for pardon and remission 
To suppliants, through frayllie which ofiend 
Those did vpon Mercillaes throne attend 
lust Due, wise Eunomie, myld Eirene, 

And tlicm amongst, her glorie to commend, 
Sate goodly Temperance in garments clone. 
And sacred Reuercnce^ ybornc of lieauenh’ 
strene. 

33 

Thus did she sit in royall rich estate, 
Adnivr’d of many, honoured of all, 

Whvk’st vnderneath her feete,thereas she sate, 

An huge great Lyon lay, that mote appah 
An hardie courage, like capliued thrall 
With a strong yron chaine and coller l)oiind. 
That once he could not moue, nor quich at all . 
Yet did he murmure with rebellious sound. 
And softly royne, when saluage cholcr ^ 
redound. 

34 

So sitting high in dreaded soucrayntic, 

'hiosc two strange knights were to her pn" 
sence brought ; 

Who bowing low before her Maiestie, 

Did to her myld obeysance, as they oufi^^V . 
And meekest boonc , that they imagine ‘ 

To whom she eke inclyning her withall, 

As a faire stoupc of her hi^ soaring thc^^ 
A chearefull countenance on them kt 
Yet tempred with some maiestie iroperialL 
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As the bright tutme, what time his 6erie teme 
Toivards the westerae brim begins to draw, 
Gins to abate the brightnesse of his beme, 
And feruour of his ffa^es somewhat adaw : 

So did this mightie iadie, when she saw 
Thoie two strange knights such homage to her 
make, 

Bate somewhat of that Maiestie and awe, 
That whylome wont to doe so many quake, 
And with more myld aspect those two to 
entertake. ^ 

Now at that instant, as occasion fell, 

When thesetwostrangcr knightsarriu’d mplace, 

She was about alTaires of common welc, 
Dealing of lustice with indifferent grace, 

And hearing picas of people meane and iksc 
Mongst which as then, there was for to be heard 
The tryall of a great and weightie case. 

Which on both shies was then debating hard: 
But at tlie sight of tliese, tliose were a wiule 
debard. 

But after ail her prinaly entertayne, 

To th’hcanng of that former cause in hand, 
Her selfe eftsoones she gan conuert againe ; 
Which that those knights likewise mote vndcr* 
stand, 

And witnessc forth aright in forrain Lind, 
Taking them vp vnto her stately throne, 
Whtre they mote hearc the matter throughly 
siand 

^ either part, she placed th'onc on th’onc, 
The other on the other side, and neare them 


none. 

Then was there brought, .is prisoner to the Ixirn 
A Lidie of great countenance and place, 
th.it she it with foulc abuse did marre ; 
Ht did appeare rare beautic in her face, 

^t blotted with condition vile and base, 
|nat all her other honour did obscure, 

And titles of nobilitie deface : 

Tet in that wretched semblant, she did sure 
ine peoples great compassion vnto her allure. 


^ vp arose a person of deepe reach, 

^ rare in-si^t, hard matters to reuele ; 
^ ^cll could charme his tongue, and ti 
hBspcach 

oallassayes; his name was called Ze/e : 

gan that Ladic strongly to appeie 
.Jl^yJ^ynous crymes, by her enured, 
™ wnh sharpe reasons rang her such a p< 
„ whom she to pitic had allured, 

k abhorre and loath her penoo h 
procured. 


First gan he tcU, how this that seem’d so fairc 
And royally arayd, Duessa hight 
That false Owssa, which had wrought great 
care. 

And mickle mischiefc vnto many a knight, 

By her Ix'guyled, and confounded quight : 
But not for those she now in (^uc'stion came, 
Though also those mote question’d be arighi , 
But for vyld treasons, and outrageous slianu 
Which she against the dred Mrraik oil did 
frame. 

41 

hor she whylome (os ye mote yet right well 
Kemem^r) had her counsels false consjiyicd, 
With faiihk'^ Blandamour and ParuUll, 
(lioth two her paramours, both by her hyred, 
Andbolhwiihhopeofshadowesvaincinspyrctl,) 
And with tliem practiz’d, how for to depryue 
Mnalla of her crownc, by her aspyred, 

That she might it vnto her selfe dcryue, 

And Iryumph in their blood, wlioni slie to death 
did dryue. 

42 

But througli high heauens gnire, whitfi i.iiioui 
not 

The wicked driftes of traytrrous desynes. 
Gainst loiall Brinces, all this curstil plot, 

Ere proofe it tiwke, distoucred was belymes, 
And Ih’ac tours won the racede meet for their 
crymes. 

.Such Ih; the raeede of all, that by such mene 
Vnto the tvpc of kingdomes title clymes. 

But false Ihessa now vntitled Quecne, 

Was brought to her sad doorne, as here was to 
be scene. 

... 4.^ 

Strongly did ZeU her Imynous fact enforce. 
And many other crimes of foule defame 
Against her brought, to banish all remorse, 
And aggraiialc the horror of her blame. 

And with him to make part agairnt her, came 
Many grauc persons, tliat against her pled ; 
I'lrst was a sage old .Syre, that had to name 
The Kingdomes cure, with a white silucr hed. 
That many high regards and rcasijni gainst 
her red. 

44 

Th«m gan Authority her to appose 
With peremptorie powrc, that marie all mute ; 
And then the law of Nations gainst licr rose, 
And reasons brought , that no man could refute ; 
Next ran Religion gainst her to impute 
High Gods beheast, and powre of holy iawes : 
Then gan the Peoples cry and Commons sute, 
Importune care ot their owne pubiickc cauie ; 
And lastly lustia charged her with breach ot 
lawes. 
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But then for her, on the contrarie part, 

Rose many aduocates for her to plead : 

First there came Pitticy with full tender hart, 
And with her ioyn’d Regard of womanhead ; 
And then came Daungcr threatoing hidden 
dread, 

And high alliance vnto forren powre ; 

Then came Nobiltlie of birth, that bread 
Great ruth through her misfortunes tragicke 
stowre ; 

And lastly Gtieje did plead, and many teares 
forth powre. 

With the neare touch whereof in tender hart 
The Briton Prince was sore empassionate. 

And woxe inclined much vnto her part, 
Through the sad terror of so dread full fate. 
And wretched mine of so high estate. 

That for great mth his courage gan relent. 
Which when as Zele pcrcciucd to abate, 

He gan his earnest feruour to augment, 

And many fearefull obiects to them to present. 

47 

He gan t’efloroe the euidence anew, 

And new accusements to produce in place : 
He brought forth that old hag of hellish hew. 
The cursed /f/e, brought her face to face, 

Who priuie was, and partie in the case : 

She, glad of spovle and ruinous decay. 

Did her appcach, and to her more dihgracc. 
The plot of all her practise did display, 

And all her traynes, and all her treasons forth 
did lay. 

Then brought he forth, with grirsly grim aspect, 
Abhorred Murder, who with bloudie knvfe 
Yet dropping fresh in hand did her detect, 
And there withguiltie bloodshed charged r^e: 
Then brought he forth M i/ktm, breed ingstryfe 
In troublous wits, and mutinous vprore ; 
Then brought he forth Inconitnence of Ivfe, 
Euen foulc AduUerie her face before, 

And lewd Imfnctte, that her accused sore. 
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All which when as the Prince had heard and 
scene, 

His former fancies ruth he gan repent, 

And from her partie eftsoones was drawen 
cleene. 

But Artegall with constant firme intent. 

For zeale of lustice was against her bent. 

So was she guiltie deemed of them all. 

Then Zek began to vrge her punishment. 
And to their Queene for iuc^ment loudlv call, 
Vnto Mercilla my Id for lustice gainst the thrall 
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But she, whose Princely breast was touched nere 
With piteous ruth of her so wretched pbght. 
Though plainc she saw by all, that she did 
hearc, 

That she of death was guiltie found by right, 
Yet would not let iust vengeance on her light'; 
But rather let in stead thereof to fall 
P'ew i)erling drops! rom her fairc larapesof light, 
The which she couering with her purple pall 
Would haue the passion hid, and vp aron 
withall. 

Cant. X. 

Pnnee Arlhttr takes the enterprne 
jor Beige far to fighi. 

Gmoneos Seneschall 
he slayes in Beiges right. 

C/XOCOCOC>XOC/X/N>XOCOCOCCC 

I 

Some riarkcs doe doubt in their dcuiccfull art, 
Whether this hcauenly thing, whereof I tKut, 
To weeten Merae, be of lustice part, 

Or drawne forth from her by diuine extrialf 
This well I wotc, tliat sure she is as great, 
And mcriteth to haue as high a place, 

Sith in th’Almighties euerlasting scat 
She first w as bred , and borne of heauenlv race , 
From thence ^xjur’d down on men, by intluoncc 
of grace. ^ 

For if that Vertue be of so great might, 
WTiich from iust verdict will for notlwng stari, 
But to prescruc muiolated right, 

Oft spilles the pnncipall, to saue the part , 
So much more then is that of powre and art, 
Tliat seekes to saue the subiect of her ‘•kill, 
Vet neuer doth from doomc of right depart 
As it is greater prayse to saue, then ‘•pdl. 
And better to reforme, then to cut off ih‘' ‘11 

3 

WTio then can thee, Mercilla, throughly prai'W 
That herein doest all earthly Princes pas ? 
What heauenly Muse shall thy great honce^ 
ravse 

Vp to the skies, whence first deriu’d it was, 
And now on earth it selfe enlarged ha^. 
From th’vtmost brtnke of the 
Vnto the margent of the Molucas ? 

Those Nations farre thy iusticc doc 
But thine owne people do thy mercy 
much more. 
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Much more it prayscd was of those two knights ; 
Ihe noble Pnncc, and righteous Arttgall, 
Wlien they had scene and heard her doomc 
a rights 

.Against Duessa, damned by them all ; 

But by her tempred without gricfe or gall, 
nil strong constraint did her thereto enforce. 
And yet euen then ruing her wilfull fall, 

With more then necdfull naturall remorse, 

And veekling the last honour to her wretched 
corse. ^ 

During all which, those knights continu’d there, 
liotli doing and rcceiuing curtesies, 

Of that great Ladie, who with goodly chcre 
Ihem enterlayn’d, fit for their dignities, 
A()j)rouing dayly to their noble eyes 
Kovall examples of her mercies rare, 

And v\orthie patems of her clemencies ; 

W^uch till this day mongst mjiny Innng are, 
them to their {jostcrities doe still declare. 

6 

.^ongM the rest, which in that space befell, 

1 Here came two SpringaLs of full tender yeares, 
iarre thence from forrein land, where they 
did dwell, 

To secke for succour of her and of her Pearcs, 
oiih humble prayers and mtreatfull teares ; 
l^nt by their mother, who a widow was, 

Vmpf in great dolours and in deadly feares, 

.1 strong Tynint, who inuaded has 
Icr bnd, and slaine her children ruefully alas. 

ll?r n.unc was Beige, who in former age 
J of great worth and wealth had beene, 

' mother of a frutefull heritage, [scene 
^■ncnvucnteenegoodlysonnes ; which who had 
^ iheir first flowre, before this f.itall tecnc 
j' -n oiiertooke, and their faire blossomcs 
"Listed, 

h.ippie mother would her surely wecnc, 

, ‘ n f.unoiis Niobe, before she tasted 

childrens wrath, that all her issue 
"asti-d. 


Itl 

And ^th they say. thi he was home and bred 
Ot tiyants race, the sonne of Geryon, 
lie that whylome in .Spaine so sore was dred 
hor his huge jjowre and gnat oppression, 
Which brought that l.uid to lus subiwtion, 
Through his three bodies jxjwre, in one coi’n- 
bvnd ; 

And tke all strangers in tli.it region 
Arryuing. to lus kvne for foivi assvnd ; 

The la>rest kyne alme, but of the larccsl kynd. 

10 

Per they wore all, llu y sa\ , of purple hew, 
Kept by a cowheard, bight hurylwtt, 

A eniell carle, the whirii all strangers slew, 
Ne day nor night did (’attend them on, 
But walkt about ibein cuir luid anonc, 

\V itli his two headed dogge, that Orthrus bight ; 
Orihrus begotten by great lyphaon, 

And foule Eehidna, in the bouse of night ; 

But Hercules them .ill did oiienomc in fight. 

11 

His sonne was this, (jet\onro bight, 

Who after that bis innnstrous father fell 
Vnder AlaJe^ club, streigbt lookc bis fligjit 
P'rom that sad land, where he his syre did 
quell, 

And came to this, wliere Pdge then dkl dwell, 
And flourish in all wealth and liappincsse, 
B<*ing then new made widow (as kdell) 

After her Noble husbands btc deressc ; 

Whi( h gauc beginning to her woe and w rclchcd- 
ncsse. 

J 2 

Then this lx>ld Tyr.int, of licr widowhed 
Taking adu.inlage. and her yet fresh woes, 
Ilimselfc and sefuiee to her oflered, 

Her to defend against all forrein foes, 

Hiat should their jiowre .afpainst her right 

OJ)[K)SC 

VATiercof she gLul, n»«w rn ( •ling strong defence. 
Him enterf.a\n’d,and did her rtiarnpion chose’ 
Which long he wl with cirrfnll diligence, 
rhe better to confirme her fean lessc confidenee. 


, 8 

if */'!\^‘^[^'^y*^^b^hroiigh his tortious powre, 
Fn, f ^ 1 brood : 

I ArH r bmes deuourc, 

' V\'}. 1*^ sacrifice their blood, 

1 Fof wasstopped, nor withstood 

' Of Kn 'ki ^ matchicsse might, 

\rA dreadfuil mood, 

^ three bodies in one wast empight, 
fight*** ^ succour him 


By meancs whereof, she did at last commit 
All to his hands, and gaue him souerainc powre 
To doe, what euer he thought gooej or fit. 
Which hauing got, he gan forth from that 
howrc 

To St 1 rre vj) St ri fc, and m an y a Tragk ke sf owre. 
Gluing her dearest children one by one 
Vnto a dreadfuil Monster to deuourc, 

And setting vp an Idole of hi* owme, 

The image of his monstrous parent Gerymi. 
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14 

So tyrannizing, and oppressing all, 

The woefull widow had no meanes now left, 
But vnto gratious great Merctlla call 
For avde, against that cruell Tyrants theft. 
Ere all her children he from her had reft. 
Therefore these two, her eldest sonncs she sent, 
To seeke for succour of this Ladies gieft : 

To whom their sute they humbly did nrescnt, 
III th’hearing of full many Knights and Ladies 
gent. 

15 

Amongst the which then fortuned to l)ec 
ITie noble Briton Prince, with his braue Peare; 
Who when he none of all those knights did see 
Hastily bent, that enterprise to hearc, 

Nor vndertake the same, for cowheard feare, 
He stepped forth with courage bold and great, 
Admyr’d of all the rest in presence there, 

And numbly gun that might ie Queene entreat. 
To graunt him that aduenturc for his former 
feat. 

16 

She gladly graunted it : then he straight way 
Himselfe vnto his iourney gan prepare, 

And all his armours roadie dight that day. 
That nought the morrow next mote stay his 
fare. 

The morrow next appear’d, with purple hay re 
Yet dropping fresh out of the Indian fount, 
And bringing light into the heaiiens fayre, 
When he Wivs rcadio to his steede to mount, 
Vnto his way, which now was all his care and 
count. 

17 

Then taking humble Icaue of that great Queene, 
Who gaue him roull giftes and riches nire. 

As tokens of her tliankefull mind beseene. 

And leauing Arie^all to his owne care, 

Vpon his voyage forth he gau to fare. 

With those two gentle youthes, which him did 
guide, 

And all his way before him still prcjxirc. 

Ne after him did Ariegall abide. 

But onhisfirst aduenturc forward forthdid ride. 

18 

It was not long, till that the Prince arnued 
Within the land, where dwelt that Ladie sad, 
Whereof that Tyrant had her now depriued, 
And into moores and marshes banisht h.ad, 
Out of the pleasant soyle, and citties glad. 

In which she wont to harbour happily : 

But now his cruelty so sore she drad, 

That to those fennes for fastnessc she did fly, 
And there her selfe did hyde from his hard 
tyranny. 


19 

There he her found in sorrow and dismay, 

All solitarie without liuing wight ; 

For all her other children, through affray, 
Had hid themselues, or t^en further 6ight 
And eke her selfe through sudden sinuii;- 
affright, 

When one in armes she saw, begun to fly , 
But when her owne twosonnesshe liad insigi,- 
Shc gan take liart, and looke vp loyfully . 
For well she wist this knight came, succow t 

supply- ^ 

And running vnto them with greedy ioyes, 
Fell straight about their neckes, as the)’ c\. 
kneele, 

And bu rst ing forth in teares ; Ah my sweet bo\ l' 
(Sayd she) yet now I gin new life to fttle, 
And feeble spirits, that gan faint and r«lc. 
Now rise againe, at this your loyons •'ighl 
Alreadie scemes tliat fortunes headlong who.' 
Begins tot urne, and sunneto shine morchngl ■ 
Then it was wont, through comfort of this nol».' 
knight. 

Then turning vnto him ; And you Sir knigl.i 
(Said she) that taken haue this toy lesoine ]m ' 
For wretched woman, mist^rable wight, 

May you in heauen immortall guerdon gurc 
For so great traucll, as you doe sustuiue : 
For other mcede may hope for none of nue. 

Towhomnoughtclse,butbarelifcdothr(inai!i' 

And that so wretched one, as ye do see 
Is Iiker iingring death, then loathed life to bo 

22 

Much was he moued with her piteous pliglu. 
And low dismounting from his loftie stccdi 
Gan to recomfort her all that he might. 
Seeking to driue away deepc rooted dreedf 
With hope of helpe in that her greatest nee ' 
So thence he wished her with him to wen^i 
Vnto some p lacc , where they mote rest and fee ' 
And she takecomfort,whichGodnowdid see 

Good hart in euils doth the euils much anx* • 

23 

Ay me (sayd she) and whether shall I goe ^ 
Are not all places full of forraine {>owrcs. 
My pal laces possessed of my foe, 

My cities sackt, and their sky-threating towr" 
Raced .andmadesmoothfieldsnowful lofflo^ 
Onely these marishes, and myrie b(^. 

!n which the fearefull ewftcs do build 
bowres, 

Yecld me an hostry mongst the croking^ 

And harbour here in safety from those rauff^ 

dogs. 
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Nithfesse (said he) deare Ladle with me goe, 
Someplace shall vs receiue, and harbour yield 
li not, we will it force, maugre your foe, 

And purchase it to vs with speare and shield 
\ad if all fayle, yet farewell open held ; 

The earth to all her creatures lodging lends. 
Wilhsuch his chearefullspe^es he doth wield 
Her mind so well, that to his will she bends 
And bynding vp her locks and weeds, fprth with 
him wends. 

25 

They came vnto a Citie farro vp land, 

The which whylonie tliat Ladies owne liad 
bene ; 

But now by force extort out of her hand. 

By her strong foe, who had defaced clcene 

Hcrstatelytowres.andbuildingssunnyshecne; 

Shut vp her hauen, mard her marchants trade, 
Robbed her people, that full rich liad bccne, 
.And in her necke a Castle huge had made. 
The which did her commaund, witliout needing 
perswade. 

TTiiit Osile «ras the strength of all tliat state, 
Vmill that statebystrength waspulled downc, 
tliat same citie, so now ruinate, 

Had bene the keye of all tiat kingdomes 
crowne ; 

;^th goodly Castle, and both goodly Townc 
Hli that th offendt'd hcauens list to lowrc 


V L aavauviia U.Tt lU lUWTC 

vpon their bhsse, and balefull fortune frownc. 
«h(n (hose gainst states and kingdomes do 
cofiiure, 

Wi'>ilicn canthinke their hcdlong ruine to 

recurc. 

Bjit he had brought it now in seruile bond, 

• ^ made it brare the yoke of inquisition, 

• yumg long time in vaine it to withstood ; 

Anei u ^ submission, 

SonJ' composition. 

imr '4 lawes and orders new 

AnJt f ® ® 

honour that Is dew 

^ » to doe vnto his Idole most vntrew. 

BtiiirJ'f this Castle greenc, 

<)f rtxH ^ppclly and an Altar framed 
full rich beseene. 

He hath cursed Idole farre proclaracd, 
Offrintr named, 

to him in sinfull sacrifice 

fra»S 

itfj^'of^tlwirbloudinbratishewue, 
^ yroo eyes to see it would agri«. 


3^3 




^ for more horror and more cnieltic, 

Vnder that cursed Idols altar stone 
^ hid^s mooter doth m darknesse lie, 
Wh^ dreadfull was neucr strnc of none 
mt hues on eart^ ; but vnto those alone 
ihc which vnto him sacnfii'ed bee 

Thosehedeuourt«.theysay.bolhrte<ihaiuJb^ 

What else they liaue, is all the Tyrants fee: 
00 that nowhilof themremayning wc may see. 


There eke he placed a strong garrLsonr, 

And set a Seneschall of dreiwied might, 

1 liat by his powre opprcsst*d euery one, 

Ami vanouLshed all venlrous knights in light ■ 
Towhmn he wont shew all the shame hemighl,’ 
After that them in battcll he had womie. 

To which when now they gan ajiproch in sight, 
J he Lidie counsi'ld him flic place to .shonne, 
Whereas so many knights liad fouly bene 
fordonne. 

Her fcarefull s|x‘uclK^ nought he did regard, 
Hut rydmg strcight vnder the (Vslle wall, 
Called aloud vnto the watchlull ward. 

Which there did wayic.wilRng than forth loadl 
Into the held Uieir Tyrants Stni*srhall. 

Towhomwhentydingsthereofcame,he!»rrcight 

Cals for his armes, and arming him withall, 
Eftsoones forth pricked proudly in his might. 
And gan with courage fierce uddressc him to 
the fight. 

Tlicy both enrounfer m the middle plaine, 

And their shar|)e six-arw doe both together 
smite 

Amid their shields, with so huge might and 
mainc, 

Tliat seem’d their soules they wold hauc ryuen 
quight 

Out of their breasts, with furious despight. 

Yet could the Stne-srhaLs no entrance find 
Into the Princes shield, where it empight ; 

So pure the mcttall was, and well refynd, 

Hut shiuered all about, and scattered in the 
wynd. 

33 

Not so Princes, but with restlesse force. 

Into hb shield it rcadic passage fouixi, 

Both through hb haber icon, and eke hb corse: 
Whkh tombhng downe vfxm Uie scnseleise 
ground, 

Gauclcaucynlohbghostfrom thraldomc bound. 
To wander in the gricsly shades of night. 
Theredid the Princebifn leauein deadly swound, 
And ^nce vnto the castle marcheo right, 

To see if entrance there as yet obtaine he mi^t 
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But as he nigher drew, three knights he spyde, 
All arm’d to point, issuing forth a paa. 
Which towards him withallthcirpwredidryde, 
And meetii^ him right in the middle race, 

Did all their speares attonce on him enchace. 
As three great Culuerings for battrie bent. 

And ieu^ all a^nst one certaine place, 

Doe all attonce their thunders ra^e forth rent, 
That makes the wals to stagger with astonish* 
ment. 

35 

So all attonce they on the Prince did thonder ; 
Who from his s^dle swarued nought asyde, 
Ne to their forccgaue way, that wasgreat wonder. 
But like a bulwarke, fkrocly did abyde, 
Rebutting him, which in the midst did ryde. 
With so huge rigour, that his mortall speare 
Past through his shield, and pierst through 
either syde, 

That downe he fell vppon his mother dcare, 
And powred forth his wretched life in deadly 
dreare. ^ 

Whom when his other fellowcs saw, they fled 
As fast as feete could carry them away ; 

And after them the Prince as swiftly sped, 

To be aueng*d of their vnknightly play, [stay, 
There whilst they entring, tn’one did th’other 
The hindmost in the gate he ouerhent, j 
And as he pressed in, him there did slay : 

His carkasse tumbling on the threshold, sent 
His groning soule vnto her place of punishment. 
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The other which was entred, laboured fast 
Tosperre the gate ; but that same lumpe of clay, 
Whose judging ghost was thereout fled and past , 
Right m the middest of the threshold lay, 
'Dmt it the Posterne did from closing stay : 
The whiles the Prince hard preased in bet weene, 
And entraunce wonne. Streight th'other fled 
away. 

And ran into the Hall, where he did weene 
Him selfe to saue : but he there slew him at the 
skreene. ^ 

Then all the rest which in that Castle were, 
Seeing that sad ensainple them before, 

Durst not abide, but fled away for feare, 

And them conuayd out at a Pcsteme dorc. 
Long sought the Prinoe, but when he found 
no more 

T'oppose against his powre, he forth issued 
Vnto that Lady, where he her had lore. 

And her gan ch^, with what she there had 
vewed, [shewed. 

And what she had not seene, within vnto her 


Who with right huznble thankes him goodly 
greeting. 

For so great prowessc, as he there had proued, 
Much greater then was eucr in her wceting, 
With great admiraunce inwardly was moued, 
And honourd him, with ail that her hclioued. 
Thenceforth into that Castle be her led, 
Withher twosonnc8,rightdeareof her beloucd, 
Where all that night them sclues they cherished, 
And from her balefullmindeallcare he banished. 


Cant. XL 

Prince Arthure ouercomes the peat 
Gerioneo in fight : 

Doth shy the Monster, and restore 
Beige vnto her right, 

I 

It often fals in course of common life, 

That right long time is ouerbome of wronu, 
Through auarice, or powre, or guile, or suife, 
TTiat weakens her, and makes her party stronp 
But lustice, though her dome she doe prolcr|, 
Yet ait the last she a ill her owne cause rij;ht. 
As by sad Beige seemes, whose wrongs though 
long 

She suffred, yet at length she did requight. 
And sent redressc thereof by this braue hritd 
Knight. ^ 

Whereof when newes was to thatT y ran t brought, 
How that the Lady Beige now had found 
A Cham pion , that bd with hisChampion fought 
And laid his Seneschall low on the groun^ 
And eke him selfe did threaten to confound. 
He gan to burac in rage, and friese in fcarc, 
Doubting sad end of principle vnwund ; 
Yet sith he heard but one, that did appeal- 
lie did him selfe encourage, and take betur 
chcare. ^ 

Nathelcsse him selfe he armed all in hast. 
And forth he far’d with all his many l^d, 
Ne stayed step, till that he came at Last 
Vnto the Castle, which they conquerd hsd 
There with huge terrour, to be more ydrad, 
He stemely inarch t before the Castle 

And with bold vaunts, and ydlcthreatningt^ 

Deliuer him his owne, ere yet too 
To which they had no right, nor any wronp 
state. 


Cmt.XL 
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Tbs Priooe staid not bis aunswere to deuize, 
Bat opening sireigbt the Sparre, forth to him 
came, 

Foil nobly mounted in right warlike wize ; 
And ask^ him, if that he were the same, 

Who all that wrong vnto that wofull Dame 
So long had done, m from her natiue land 
Exiled her, that all the world spake shame. 

He boldly aunswerd him, he there did stand 
That would his doings iustiTie with his owne 
hand. 

5 

With that so furiously at him he flew. 

As if he would haue ouerrun him strcight. 

And with his huge great yron axe gan hew 
So hideously vppon liis armour bright, 

.As he to pccces wojld haue chopt it quight : 
That the bold Prince was forceo foote to giuc 
To Ills first rage, and yeeld to his despight ; 
The whilest at him so dreadfully he dnue. 
That seem’d a marble rockc asunder could 

haue nue. . 

0 

Thereto a great aduauntage eke he has 
Through his three double hands thrisc 
roultiplyde, 

thcdoublcstrcngth, which in them was : 
For siil when fit occasion did betyde, 

He could his weapon shift from side to syde, 
From hand to hand, and with such nimbfesse 
sly 

wield about, that ere it were espide, 

The wicked stroke did wound his enemy, 
^Innde, beside, before, as he it list apply. 

lyjiirh vneouth vse when as the Prince peroeiued, 
jw Ran to watch the wielding of his hand, 
Uast by such slight he were vnwares deceiu^ ; 
And cuer ere he saw the stroke to land, 
lie would it meete, and warily withstand, 
tune, when he his weapon faynd to shift, 
he was wont , and chang’d from hand tohand, 
He met him with a counterstroke so swift, 

•hat quite smit off his arine, as he k vp did lift. 


^rewith, al) fraught with fury and disdaine, 
^brayd aloud for very fell aespight, 

^ aodaincly t’auengc him selfe againc, 

^ into one asMmhle all the might 
^ all his hands, and heaued them on bight, 
to pay him with that one for all : 
“«tuie Steele sekd not, where it was hight, 

childe, ImI loniewl^t sl^ di^ll, 
^'^WtingtmhiiliorM bead, him quite did 


Downc strcight toground fell his astonisht stetd, 
And eke to ih’eartli his burden wiili him boi^ : 
But he him scUe full lightly iretn him freed. 
And gan him selfe to tight on fooic prcjiarc. 
Whereof when as the (ijant was aware, 
lie wox right bl> ih, as he had got thereby, 
And laught so loud, that all his t eel h w idc bare 
One miglit haue scene ciirauig'd diiOidirly, 
Like to a rancke of piles, that pitched arc awry. 

10 

Eftsoones againc his axe he raiight on hie, 

Ere lie were throughly buckltd to his geare, 
And can let driue at him so dreadfullie, 

T hat had he cliauiuvtl not his shield to rcare. 
Ere tliat huge stroke arriutd on him ncarc, 

He had liim surely clout n quite in twainc. 

I^t th'A(i'imanlineshitld,whuh he did beare. 
So well was tempred, that for all his mainc, 

It would no passage yeeld vnto his purpose 
vaine. 

II 

Yet w-as the stroke so forcibly applide, 

Tliat made him stagger with vmcrialiic swuy, 
i As if he would huuc tot It rid to one side. 
Wherewith full wroth, he litrccly gan assay, 
That curt ’sic with like kmflnc»se to rqxiy ; 
And smote at him with so im()ortune might, 
lliat two more of his arTrK*s did fall away, 
Like fruitlessc braunches, which the hatchets 
slight 

Hath pruned from the natiue tree, and crofipcd 
quight. ij 

With that nil mad and furious he grew', 

Like a fill mastiflc through enraging heat, 
And curst, and band, and blasphemies forth 
threw. 

Against his Gods, and fire to them did threat, 
And hell vnto him selfe witli horrour great. 
Thenaforth he car'd no more, whkh way be 
strooke, 

Norwhcrc it light, butgan to chaufe and sweat, 
Andgnasht his let th ,andhis hcadat himshookc, 
And stcmcly him beheld witli grim and ghastly 
looke. 

*3 

Nought fear’d the childc his lookes, nc yet his 
Butonely wexed now the more aware, [threats, 
To sauc Dim ^Ife from those bis furious heats. 
And watch aduauntage, bow to worice bb core r 
The which good Fortune to him ofired faire. 
For as he in his rage him ooerstrooke, 

He ere be could his weapon backe repaire, 
His side all bare and naked cuertooke, 

And with bis mortal steel quite throgh the body 
strooke. 
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Throuj'h allthrecbodieshe himstrooke attonce; 
That all the three attoncc fell on the plaine : 
Else should he thrise haue needed, for the nonce 
Them to liaue stricken, and thrise to hauc 
slaine. 

So now all three one sencelesse lumpe remaine, 
Enwallow’d in his owne blackc bloudy gore, 
And byting thVdrth for very deaths diilaine ; 
Who with a cloud of night him couering, Iwe 
Downe to the house of dole, his daies there to 
deplore. ^ ^ 

Which when the T^dy from the (astle saw, 
Where she with her two sonnes did looking 
stand, 

She towards liirn in hast her sc lfe did draw, 
To greet him the good fortune of his han<l : 
And all the people fioth of townc ami land. 
Which there stood gazing from tlic ( 'ittics wall 
Vppon these warrioiirs, greedy t’vnderstand, 
To whether sliould the \i'torv befall. 

Now when they saw it fal i le, t liey eke him greeted 

all. . 

16 

But Bd^e with her sourics prostrated low 
Before his ft‘€tc, in all tfiat [X'oples sight, 
Mongst ioves mixing some tejirs, mongsl wele, 
some wo 

Him thus bespakc ; Omo-t redoubted Knight, 
The which hast me. of all most wretched wiglit. 
That earst was dead, restor’d to life againe. 
And these wcake impes replant cd by tliy might ; 
What guerdon ran 1 guie thee tor tliv paine. 
But euen that which thou sjiuedst, thine still 
to remaine f 

>7 

lie tooke her vp forliv tfie lilK fiand. 

And her recomforted the Ix'st he might, 
Saying ; Deare Lady, deedesoiight not bcscand 
By th’ authors manhood, nor the doers might, 
But by their trueth and by the rauscs right : 
That same is it, which fought for you this day 
What other meed then need me to rcquiglit. 
But that which yccldeth vertues meed alway ? 
ITiat is the vertue selfc, which her reward doth 
f’ay 

She humbly thankt him for tluat wondrous grace. 
And further sayd ; Ah Sir, but mote ye please, 
Sith ye thus farre hauc tendred mypoorecase. 
As from my chiefest foe me to release. 

That your victorious armc \\ill not yet cease. 
Till ve haue rooted all the relickes out 
Of that vilde race, and stablished my peace. 
What is there eke (sayd he) left of their rout? 
Declare it boldly Dame, and doc not stand in 
dout. 


Then wote you, Sir, that in this Church htrtbv, 
There stands an Idole of great note and riarrif, 
The which this Gyant reared first on hic. 

And of h IS owne vaine fancies though t d 1(1 f ranx' 

To whom for endlesse horrour of his sfuime, 
He offred vp for daily sacrifize 
My children and my people, burnt in flainf , 
With all the tortures, that he could ddim. 
Tlic more CagR^^te his God with siuh I,, 
blouddy guize. 

And vnderneath this Idoll there doth lie 
An hideous monster, that doth it deft nd. 
And fcedcs on all the carkassc*s, that die 
In sacrifize vnto that cursed fetnd : 

Whose vglv shape none eucr saw, nor kuid. 
That cuer S( ap’d : for of a man they 
It h.Ls the voice, that spcaches forth doth v w' 
Euen blaspht'mous words, which she dot li hru' 
Out of her fxiysnous entrails, fraugl i niti 

dire decay 

' 21 

WTith when the Prince heard tell, lii^- lioci 
gan earne 

For great desire, that Monster to asMv. 
And prayd the place of her aliodc to hartif 
Which Ix'ing shew’d, he gan him selfe 
way 

Thereto addrcsse.and hisbright shielihli‘'i)l\ 
So to the Ouirch he came, where it vt.o ti’ln, 
The Monster vnderneath the Alt.ir 1 1 ' 
There he that Idoll saw of massy gold 
Most richly made, but there no Mon^ir dni 
behold. 

22 

Vpon the Image with his naked blade 
Three times, as in defiance, there he Mri'oVf 
And the third time out of an hiddtn di.idf 
There forth issewd, from vnder ihAh^e 
sinooke, 

A dreadfiill feend, with fowle deformoi Wh 
That stretrht it selfe, as it had long l\«ii ^i"l 
And her long taile and fethers st rongh dux k' 
That all the Temple did with terrour till . 
Yet him nought terrifide,that feared not Icc.g 

An huge great Beast it was, when it in 
Was stretched forth.thatnighfildall tht 1 
And seem’d to be of infinite jp^eat strcnptn - 
Horrible, hideous, and of hellish race. 

Borne of the br(xxiing of Echidna Lssc. 

Or other like infcmall furies kinde : 

For of a Mayd she had the outward . 
To hide the horrour, which did lurke b* 

The better to beguile, whom she so fonfl 
finde. 
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Uereto the body of a dog she had, 

Full of fell rauin and fierce greedincssc ; 

A Lions clawes, with powre and rigour clad, 

To rend and teare, what so she can oppresse: 

A Dragons tailc, whose sting without redresse 
Full deadly wounds, where so it is empight ; 
And Eagles wings, for scope and specdinessc. 
Hial nothing may escape her reaching might, 
^Miereto she euer list to make her hardy flight. 

25 

MjlIi like in foulncsse and deformity 
\ nlo tlial Monster, whom the Theban Kniglit . 
Hie father of that fatall progeny. 

Made kill her selfe for very heiirts dcsjaglit. 
That he had red her Riddle, which no wight 
(cviM euer IcMise, hut suflrtxl dcadlv doole 
S) al^o did lliis Monster vse like slight 
r<) in,iny a one, which came vnto lier lionle, j 
Ulium she did put to death, deteiuttJ hki 

a ftxile. . 

26 

'"he comming forth, wlien as she first licheld 
1 he anned Prince, with.shicldsobla/ingbnglit. 
Her ready to assaile, was greatly qiicld. 

And rnuchdisinayd withthat divnavfull sight , 
Hut backc she would haue tunid for great 
-iflnght. 

h it he gan her with courage fierce assay. 

1 lUt forst her turne againe in her despight , 
lo saue her selfe, least that he did her slay : 
^'id sure he had her slaine, had she not turnd 
her wav. 

27 

• ' fJ "hen she saw, that Oie was forst to fight, 
"‘It :kw at him, like to an hellish feend, 

i on his shield tookehold with all her might, 
if tlut it she would in fx-cces rend, 

^•r reaue out of the hand, that did it hend. 
'tongly he St roue out of her grcitly gripe 
f hiosc his shield, and long w hiledid coiiternl 
I'lit when he could not quite it, with one stri|M 
da Lions clawes he from her fcele awav did 
wipe. 

i' ,v u 28 

' ’h that aloude she gan lo bra\ and \ell, 

'd fowle bla.S[)bcmous •'fx^arhes forth did 
fast, 

Jjd bitter curses, horrible to tell. 

Temple, wherein she was plast, 
fo heare, and nigh asunder brast 
^"ithherhugclong tailc she at him strookc, 
at made him st^er, and stand halfc agast 
trembling ioynts, as he for tenour 

‘‘"oke; 

look^^^ w (errifide, but greater courage 


As when the Mast of .some well timbred hulkc 
Is with the bkisl of some outragious sionne 
Dlowne downe, it shakes the botti^ine ol live 
bulkc, 

And makes her ril^s to tracke, xs they were 
tome, 

Whilcsl still silie staiuls as stonislu and lor- 
lorne : 

So W'xs lie stonnd witli stroke of her huge luile 
Put ere that 1 ! she baike .iguine had IntMu, 

He with hissvoid it •-trrtike. that witianit Iwile 
He lovnUni it. smil maid the swinging ol her 
Ikuk . 

dO 

Then gan ‘•he ir) rniuh louder tlien afore, 

That all the ptojile there without it hi aid, 
.And Kfl^r selfe wa^ therewith sfoiikd son , 

Av It tlie ofu'lv somiiJ thereof die feaid 
Put then till feend her St Hen ior< fieri ely 11 aid 
Vpponhei widegr^''d wings, and .strongly flew 
With all her body at his head and 1 m. ini. 

That h.id iit not lomini with lieidfull mw, 
And ihiown li^ ••liiild alwiin, slit had liim 
tiont lo rtw 

V 

Put as slie jirest on him with heauv sway. 
Antler her wombe Ins f.iiall sword he tliriisi, 
And for lier entralll^ made an ojxm wav. 

To issue forth , the whnh once Ix-ing hnist. 

I ik( to a great Mill damh forth fiercely gnshi, 
And |K>W'red out of her mfrrnall sinkf 
Most vglv filili, and jMiysoii therewith riislil, 
Tluit him nigh ihokid with tlie deadly siinh- ; 
Su(l) loalliK nialtirwiK small lust los|>ealti, 
Ol thinkt . 

lilt iidownetogroniid f( 11 ihul deformtd Masst , 
Prtalhirig out douds of siilpliure fowle and 
blacke. 

In whnh a puddle of (ontagion wxs, 

More lo:ilhtl thin /.triw, or then Stypufi Uke, 
’That any man would nigh awhajx*(l inakt. 
AMioin when he saw on ground, lie was inllglad, 
Andstreight went j(Jrllllllsglal]^(^se1oJJarflike 
With who watthi all tins while full siui, 
Wavting what tnd would lx of that same 
(lannger drad. 

Wliom when she saw so ioyously corrx forth, 
She gan reioyrc, and shew tnumpliaiit diere, 
Lauthng and firaysing his renowmed woith, 
Pv all the names that honorable were 
Then in he brought her, and her she*wetl there 
Tlicpresentofhispainesjthat Monsters sjioyle, 

And eke that Idol) deem’d so costly Here ; 
Whom he did all to pm-es breake and foyle 
In filthy durt, and left so in the loatliely Miyle. 
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Then all the people, which beheld that day, 
Gan shout aloud, that vnto heauen it rong ; 
And all the damzels of that towne in ray, 
l.*dme daunring forth, and loyous carroU song : 
So him they lea through all their streetes along, 
Growned with girlondb of inunortall baies, 
And all the vulgar did about them throng. 
To see the man, who'.e euerlasling praise 
They all were bound to all posterities to raise. 


There he with Hel^e did a while remainc, 
Making great feast and loyous nierriinent, 
Vntill he had her settled in her raine. 

With safe a'^siiraumc and establishment. 
Then to his first ernprize his mind he lent, 

Full loath to and to all the rest ; 

Of whom yet taking leaue, thenceforth he 
went 

And to his former iourney him addrest, 

On which long way he nxle, ne eucr day did rest. 


39 

For she presuming on th’appointed tyde, 

In which ye promist, as ye were a Knight, 

To mcete her at the salua^ Hands syde, 
And tlieii and there for triall of her right 
With her viirighteous enemy to fight, 

Did thither come, where she afrayd of nought, 
By guilefull treason and by subtill slight 
Surprized was, and to (jrantorto brought, 
Who her miprisond hath, and her hie ofter 
sought. 

And now he hath to her prefixt a day, 

By which if that no champion doe a[)peare. 
Which will her cause m battailous arrav 
Against him mstifie, and prone her ( kurc 
Of all those crimes, that he gainst her tlo': 
rcarc, 

She death shall by. Those tidings sad 
Did much abash Sir Arlfgall to heare, 

And grieued sore, tliat through Ins fault ‘tif 
had 

Fallen into tliat Tyrants hand and vsagi lu., 


3 ^ 

But turne we now to noble . trlcgall ; 

Who hauing left MeralLi, strcight wav went 
On his first quest, the which him forth did call, 
To weet to worke Irenaes franchtsement, 

And eke Granlortofs worthy punishment. 

So forth he fared as liis manner was. 

With onely Taltts wayting diligent, 

Through many periU and much way did pas, 
Till nigdi vnto the place at length approcht 
he has. 

There as he traucld bv the wav. lie met 
An aged wight, w-ayfaring all alone, 
Whothrough hisyeares longsiuce aside had set 
The vse of arrnes, and bat tel I quite forgone : 
To whom as he approcht, he knew anone, 
That it was he which whilonie did attend 
On faire Irnte in her affliction, 

When first to Faery court he saw her wend, 
Vnto his soueruine Queene her suite for to 
commend. 

3S 

Whom by his name saluting, thus he gan ; 
flaile good Sir truest Kmght aliue, 
Well tride In all thy Lidies troubles than, 
When her that Tyrant did of Crowme depriuc ; 
What new ocasion doth thee hither driue, 
Whiles she alone is left, and thou here found ? 
Or is she thrall, or doth slie not suruiue ? 

To whom he thus ; She liucth sure and sound ; 
But by that Tyrant is in wretched thraWome 
bouxKl. 


41 

Then thus replide ; Now sure and by in\ Iiie. 
Too much am I to blame for that fairc .Ma u' 
That liaue her drawne to all this irouL.^ 
strife. 

Through promise to afford her timely aifif. 
Which by default I haue not yet d( trauie 
But witnes.se vnto me, ye heauens, tbit kn * 
How cleare I am from blame of this \f bi.uuf 
For ye into like thralilome me did throw. 
And kept from coniphshing the laith, 'diu. 
I did owe. 

42 

But now aread, Sir Serais, how long spuT 
Hath he her lent, a Champion to proiii'ii 
Ten daics(qiioihhc)hcgraiintctl liaihol 
For that he wceneth well, before th.it ti<:e 
None ran haue tidings to a.ssist her 
For all tlie shores, which to the sea aro^sf'' 
He day and night doth ward both faranff ^ 
That none can there arrnic without an h"* 
So her he deemes already but a damned 

43 . 
Now turne againe (Sir ArU^all then sa\n) 

For if I hue till those ten daies haue end. 
Assure your selfc, Sir Knight, she shall ^ ' 
ayd. 

Though I this dearest life for her doc sp* 

So backeward he attone with him did wfiV' 
Tho as they rode together on their wa\ . 

A rout of people they before them kendf 
Flocking together in confusde array. 

As if that there were some tumultuous aft** 
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To which « they approcht, the cause to know, To whom he thus ; My name is Burhon hight, 
They saw a Kniplht in daungerous disircsse Well knownc, luid far renowmed hm-tolorc, 
Of a rude rout him chasing to and fro, Vniili late rimtliide did s pj dii mo light, 

That sought with lawicsse powre hun to Tlut all inv former praise hath hlimidit sore 


Well know nc, luid far ronowmed horotolorc, 
Vnlili late rmstliide did sppdii mo liglit, 

Tlut all mv former praise liath hlimidit sore ; 

J )presse, And that taire Iaul\ , whuh in lli.il vprorc 

bring in bonda^ of tlioir brutishnossc ; Vo with those rayiuus saw, blauMis hight, 
And farre away, amid their rakelieH bands, Is mine owne louc, Uiougli me she haue (oi lore, 
They spide a Lady left all succourlcsse, \N hetherwithhdd fromniebv w roiiglnllini}’ht, 

Cr)ing, and holding vp her wretclied lijuids Or with her ownc grxxl will, 1 cannot read 

To tura for aide, who long in vaine their rage ariglit 

«iilistands. , , ^ 

45 Hut sure to me her faiili she first did j 'light, 

Yet blill he striues, ne any pcrill spares, To he inv louc, and take me for her 1 oid. 

To re^kue her from their rude violence, Till tliat a T> rant, w Jm h Crandiorto l.ight, 

\rKl like a Lion wood an^ongst them fares, \\ ,t)j ^,)l(jfn gijies and many a puiK full word 
braling Ins dreadfull blowcs with Urge dis- K„iN«(d h, r. to him tor to ait'ord. 

r^nre, 0 who inav not with gifts and words be 

riainstwhicluhe pal lid death lindes nodefence. tcniptid f 

lUl all m vainc, their numbers arc so great, \\}atli she liatii me euer situe uhhoid, 

Hull naught may boot to b.inishe them from to jijy Pk* hath guilifullv (^Mis<'nle<l : 

ihentt! ; mi’, that eui r gu\ K in w ( men was inucrited. 

Kor soonc as he their outrage backe doth beat , 

They lurr c afresh, and oft renew thtir former 51 

thrmt. V And now he hatli tins troujK* of Milams sent, 

, , , , . Hv open fora* to fi (( h her (juitr away ; 

AM now they ti« so sharix'ly him a^suy, j,, 

lliai Uiey his shiclcl in [x?eces battred haue, 

AM lormi him to throw it ijuiU- away, ^ 

Ira <l^.er5 rlrrad his douhtfull ide to sauc ; , ,,y „„ „„ , J„ . 

Aik that It mmt safety to hmi(;aue, o|,,,t,s,M., 

■W moth did rruipiihe fas noble name. „„ i, 

or nm /lav tiail he thus did it jtjui-'r ■i-),;,! ofi I driaen am li) t;real dislK w, 

And foreed to (orc«' tli'alUrnpl rrmidilcssc. 
Ajitl counted but a recreant Knight, w It hendles ^ * 

duine. 

47 

\.hcn they thus distressed did Ix'hold, Hut why liauc ye (said Arte^^all) forborne 
T!u) drew vrito his aide ; but that rude rout ) our ownc good shit Id uidauiigtrousdismay ? 


Ylicjn also gan assaile with outrage bold, 

V"id forttd them, how euer strong and stout 
Hjcy were, as well app^rou’d in many a doubt, 
Jkuko to rcculc ; vntill tliat yron man 
jyii hus huge flaile began to lay about, 

/torn whose slcrne presence they diffused ran, 
^kc scaitrcd chafie, the which the wind away 
^loih fan. 

48 

when iliat Kn igh t f rom peril Icleare was f rce<l , 


That IS the grcattsl shumi- and foultst scoriic, 
Whidi vnto any knight bdiapiien may 
To l(X)se the batlge, llal .should Ins detdes 
disjday. 

To whom Sir Durban, blushing halfe for shame, 
lliat sliall I vnto you (ijuolli lie) bewray ; 
la-ast VC therefore mote ha[)pily me blirnc, 
And detmc it doen of will, tliat through inforce* 
ment came. 

. . . „ 53 


A f ncarc, began to greetc them fairc, True is, that I at first was dubb<d knight 


\nd yecld great thankes fortheir sogoodly d^, 
fM daungerous despaire 

^ tn^, which sought his life for to empoirc. 
l^hoin Sir Argali gan then enquire 
occasion of his late mi.sfarc, 

^ he was, and what those villaineswere. 


Hy a good knight, the knight of the Hcdcrosse ; 
Who when he gauc me armes, in fu Id to fight, 
Gauc me a shield, in which he did tndf«se 
His deare Redeemers badge vpon the bosse ; 
The same Icmgwhile I bore, and therewithal! 
Fought niaiiv battels withrxit wound or losse ; 


And made him oftentunes in field before me fall 
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but for that many did that shield enuie, 

And rruell enemies increased more ; 

To stint all strife and troublous enmitie, 

'iliat bloudie soitchin bein^ battered sore, 

1 layd aside, and haue of late forbore, 

Hoping thereby to hauc iny loue obtayned : 
Yet can 1 not my lone bane natlieniore , 

I'or she by force is still fro me detayned, 

And with corrnpttnll brybes is to vntruth 
mis-lravned 

T 0 wliom thus Artc^all , ( ertes Sjr knipht, 

Hard is the case, the wliu h ve doe comj>lain( . 
Vet not so hard (for nou^dit so hard iiiay li^ht. 
That It tosiu h a slrciyht riiotc \oii (onslraint ) 
As to abandon, that vchirli dotli (ontainc 
Your lionours stile, that is \ our vearhke sin« Id 
All pcrillou^lit be h^se, and ksse all paint 
Then losse of fame in disauenlrous fa Id . 
l»ve rather, then doc ouj^dil, that niott dis 
honour yitld. 

c;() 

Not so; ((juoth hi) lor \il vchin turn d(-th 
Hrue, 

My former shield I may resume apaiia 
To tcmjKiri/e is not from truth tosweiue, 

Ne for aduanta^c tirrue to cnterl.iinc. 

When :is necessitie doth it (onstramc. 

I'’ie on siidi for^eric (slid ArUtiall) 

Viidtr one IkhkI to sludow faits utame ■ 
Kni”hts ou^lit be true, and t ruth is one in all 1 
Of all thnn^s to dissemble fouly may befall | 

57 I 

^ et let me you of courtesie re(|U<st, I 

{'said Ikitbon) to assist me now at need i 

ApMinst these ]H's;ints, Inch h.iue me oppr( St 
And forceil me to so intamous dud, 

That yet my loue may from their h.inds be 
freed. 

Sir Arltgall, allx' he earst did \v \ te 
His u.imrmj,;; mmd, \it to his .inie apr<u\ 
\n(l bucklinji; him efls(>unes Mito the liplit, 
Ihd set v])on those troupes Avith all his j'owre 
and might. 

Wlio flocking round .ibout tlum, as a swarim 
Of flyes v|xm a bin lien bougli d«»th t lustei. 
Did them i\ss.iult >Mth terrible alLirme, 

And ouer all tlic fields themselues did mustc r. 
With bils and glayues making a dreadlull 
luster ; 

'That forst at first tlioseknightsbaekctorct\ n 
As when tlic N^rathfull lioftiis doth bluster, 
Nought may abide the tem|)est of his yre, 

Both man and beast doc fly , and succour doe 
inquyre. 


59 

Hut when as oucrblowen was that brunt, 
Those knights began a fresh them to ass.)\le. 
And all about the fields like Squirrels hum , 
But chiefly Talus with his yron flayle, 

< lamst whi( li no flight nor rescue mote aua\ le , 
Made rruell hauocke of the baser crew, 

And chaced them both ouer hill and dale ; 
Tlie raskall manie soone they ouertlirev^. 

But the two knights themselues then r.iptai!* 
ffid sulxkw 

to 

At List they c.ime whereas tli.it Lidii 
Whom now her keepers had forsakm 
dV) tHiue t liemselues,and S( at ten d were aim d. 
Her lulle liismayd they found m douht'i 
plight, 

I As neilhir gkid nor sorie for their sight , 

I Yet wondrous jam she was, and riilih iLi 
I In loiall rob' ^ and man\ Icwels (ii|.ht, 

I But that tlios( \ ilk ns through tlu ir \nij < 
I'lhtm fouly i(nl.,in(] sluiiiielully eiilami h.i 

! (u 

' But h .//^enstn ight ill' moiintingfroinhi'- ^t(o 
, \ nto he r i.m w ilh greedie gTiat iks\ it , 

.And (.ifthing her hist by her ragged wnd 
1 Woiikl li.uK tmbr.irid her with li.irt (nt\'t 
! But die h.K ksturtiiig with disdame fiilhte. 
j Bad him .ui.iimt, ne woiikl \nto his kae 
Allimd he, lor prayer nor for meed 
Whom when those knights so frnward .is' 
lorktrc 

lk‘h('kl, they he r rebuked and \pbra\tin] 

()2 

‘'.nd . lrl( flail . W li.it fouk disgrace, is tkr, 

'I o so lairo laieJu , as y c sci me in sight , 

To blot \our Itcautie . th.at vniikmisht 
With so foulc blame, as breach of fii'l. tm' 

(T eh.mge etf kiuc’ for an\ worlds del’ikt ' 
oiig'ht on c'arlh so prrtious or deati. 

\s pr,i\se and lionour Or isoiiglit o)! ’id' 
And IxMufitull, .IS glories bcames app 

Whoscg(HMll\ light then /^/tc/mjlani[H'eie'il '* 

mon e Icare ^ 

I Wh\ then will \ (. fond Darne. attenip" 

1 Ante) a strangers loue so hghtlv jiLuoi, 

I Tor guittes of gold, or any worldly gkc 
I To leaue tlic loue, that ye before ernl*’-‘"' 
And lei vour fame with falshood lx* eit i 
l ie on the jxlfe, for which good name o " 
And honour with mdignitie debased ‘ 

1 Dearer is loue then life, and fame the > p “ 

I But elearer then them both, your faUh 
I jilighted hold. 
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the Ladic m her pentle mind 
AMit at his rebuke, that bit her nrarc, 

Ne oujjht to answere thereunto did find ; 

I ; j t h.u4:i ng downc her 1 icad wi tii heau ic chcarc, 
>tootl long amaz’d, as she amatc-d weare. 

\\ hit h Burbon seeing, her againc assayd, 

\'i(i I hisjnng twixt his armes, her vp did reare 
\ hiv vteede, whiles she no whit gamcicivd. 
t>ore iier quilt away, nor well nor ill apayd 

05 

the uon m.in did stjll pursew 
lii.it hlsLiH manv with vnpittied sj^)\ le, 

N< (Cavstd not, till all their M':ittral trtw 
i iid ihe sea lie droue quite Iroin that soyle. 

Pi ^^h](h theN tr(>ul>led had with great 

'UrilKlN 1( 

I'lil seeing llis eriK II deed. 

^ t'luiiuiiiidtd him from sLaughter to retovlt. 
\ii(l U' liis voyage gaji agame priwei'd : 

I t ih.it the lerme a}ipr(Kiiing last, re<|Uired 
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. -X ■ 'V \ 'X •XOk -X ',X ‘X'X'-X'X-X'OCO 

doth Str Burbtm atdr, 

■ lud l'Linie\ fin dndd : 

llf nth the ^rrai (irantorio fights, 

Uul daulh httn in JuU 


* d hunger of ainhitious rnind( 

'1 ini[)otent desire of men to rauie, 
htrfii ri( If herdread of ( »od. 1 hat (JeuiKhindes. 
’"t of mm, that rornmon wealts con 
t.ane, 

: Istiids of Tiafurt. tltat wiidc UMSttb 


o-^tr.iinr, 

' -a 1 k(t } K f rorn 01 it rage . and f rom doing w rong. 
I h' o ihev may ho[K;* a kmgdorne to ohiaim 
^ faith s(i firrne, ik) trust cin lx- ‘•o strong, 

■< ]f'uc so Listing tlu n, that may mdurm h-ng 


.. ^ 

' ‘’'Ksc may Burbon Lx‘, whom all the bands, 
'a. h mava Knight assure, had surely bound, 
ntill the louf of Ixirdship and of lands 
M-ii ir hi m IxTome nxist f ai t h Itssc an d vnsound 
wunt^se be Cmotuo found, 

'<0 for like cause fairc Bd^e did oppresse, 

'^'d tight and wrong most cruelly confound: 

V) he now Graniorto, who no lesse 
^i^llthf rest burst out toalloutragiousnesse 


tiamst whom Sir Aru^all, long huuing suky 
' laken m hand ih*ix|>loii, Umg ilient(*o 
Appoiiiltd hv that mightie h.urie I'nini, 
(lre.it (JUntatir, that ']\i.int t(i feulixt. 
'i’hrough other great aduentunv Ik tlieriiKi 
Had it foisLiikt Ihit now tune di.iwuig ny, 

I To him .Lssvnd, her high Uhtast to d(H), 

I To the sr.i shere he g.in his w.i\ .ip|>l\ . 

I To wt( tell shipping Je.idie he iiioU llit u i>(m ta . 

I ,, 

j Thowheti th( \ i.iine to the sea (xus|, tlu \ linind 
A slijj) .dl re.idu (.is ginid loilune li 11) 

'1 o put to M a, w it h w iioin I Ik \ did 1 1 impouiui, 
*1 op ISM tlu tn OIK r. where them lis| to tell 
Th( windi and wi.iiIki s(tuid thim so well, 
That in OIK da\ iIkn with flu loaM did fall , 
V\ Ik n.Ls th( V ri adie found tlu m to k pi II, 
(in. It ho^iis ot UK n in order m.irli ill, 

Whiih thmi liiihad to I.tnd, am! liKituij’ did 
lor-t.ill 

t; 

But ri.ithi nioM would the\ lioni 1 iml n li.iim , 
But will n .m i.i}’h \iito (hi shiui tin \ <lii w. 
'I'h.it hM>l of lu.iii might sound tin Ih'IIoiik 
plaint . 

into till s( a did forth isstw, 

Thoiigli d.irts ironi short and sionts i|i(\ .q 
him tiinw . 

AikI wading lliioiigh (lit w.iiiis will) st(dhi‘1 
swa\ . 

Malign flu nuglit ol .ill those I roupi s m vi w , 
I )|d w in theshon . w hem t Ik* ihmi i hast .iw.i' , 
\nd m.idt to fi\ . likt doiies, whom iht l'a| It 
dothatlra\ 

0 

lilt wh\ les . 'sir z/r/tM//, with dial (»ld knight 
I »id loifhdtsftmj.lht n In ing none fin mm art , 
Anti ftirward iri.inhtd Itia lownt in sight 
B\ this (4Une t\tjings to iht '1 \ rants t ar« . 
r.\ those, wliK fi t .trsi did ll\ aw:i\ lor it art 
( )f Iht ir arriuall w lit n with 1 louhlt <1 'tjn , 
He all his fon ts ».tr( ight to him did rt an , 

And ftirth issuing with liis stouls aft/rt, 
Mtant ihtm to haiie mtounlntj, etc ilit\ lift 
lilt short ^ 

fiul ere he marthtti f.irrt , lit with tin in imt, 
And furtcly thargtd ihtrn with .til his U>nr ; 
But Talus sternt Iv did v|>t)n flu m stt, 
Andbrusht.amJliattn d th^ m w iihtuii n rnttrsr, 
That on the ground ht* It ft full rnan\ a ttjrse ; 
Nc any able was him to withstarit), 

But h( them ouerthrew Uah rii.in aiid horfie, 
That they lay watt red oner all the land, 

As thicke as doth Ihe W'tde after the sowers 
hand. 
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Till AfUgaU him seeing so to rage, 

Willd him to stay ^ and signe of truce did moke: 
To which all harlming, did a while asswage 
Their forces furie, and their terror slake ; 

Till he an Herauld cald, and to him sps^e. 
Willing him wend vnto the Tyrant streight, 
And tdl him that not for such slaughters sake 
He thether came, but for to trie the right 
Of fayre Jremes cause with him in single fight. 

9 

And willed him for to reclayme with speed 
His scattred people, ere they all were slaine. 
And time ana i)lacc conuenicnt to arecd, 

In which they two the combat might darraine. 
Which message when Granlorto heard, full 
fayne 

And glad he was the slaughter so to stay, 

And {pointed for the combat twixt them twayne 
The morrow next, ne gaue him longer day. 

So sounded the retraite, and drew his folke 

10 

That night Sir ArUgdl did cause his tent 
There to be pitch^ on the open plaine ; 

For he had giuen streight commaundement, 
That none should dare him once to entertaine : 
Which none durst breoke, though many would 
right faine 

For fayre whom they loued deare. 

But yet old Sergis did so well ium paine, 
That from close friends, that dar'd not to 
appeare. 

He all things did puruay, which for them need* 
full wearc. ^ ^ 

The morrow next, that was the dismall day, 
Appointed for Irenas death before, 

So soone as it did to the world display 
His chearefull face, and light to men restore. 
The heauy Mayd, to whom none tydinga bore 
Of Artegalls arryuall, her to free, 

Lookt vp with eyes full sad and hart full sore; 
Weening her lifes last howrc then neare to bee, 
Sith no redemption nigh she did nor heare nor 

Then vp she rose, and on her selfe did dight 
Most squalid garments, fit for such a day. 
And with dull countenance, and with doleful 
spright, 

She forth was brought in sorrowfuU dismay, 
For to recfiue the dootne d her decay. 

But comming to the place, and finding there 
Sir ArU^f in batuilous array 
Wayting hb foe, it did her dead hart chcare. 
And newUfe to her lent, in midst of deadlyfeare. 


Like as a tender Rose in open plaine. 

That wi th vnt imely drought nigh withered w ai, 
And hung the head, scone as few drops of nuiie 
Thereon dbtill, and deaw her daintie face, 
Gins to lookc vp, aixi with fresh wonted grace 
Dispreds the glorie of her leaues gay ; 

Such was Irenas countenance, such her case, 
When Ariegall she saw in that array, 

There way tmg for the Tyrant, till it was fane 

.4 

Who came at length, with proud presumpteow 
gate, 

Into the field, as if he fcarelesse were, 

.\11 armed in a cote of yron plate. 

Of CTc^at defence to ward the deadly fearc, 
And on his head a stcele cap he did wcare 
Of colour nistie browne, but sure and strong , 
And in his hand an huge Polaxe did beare, 
Whose steale was yron studded, but not long 
With whicli he wont to fight, to iustifie las 
wrong. 

Of stature huge and hideous he w'as. 

Like to a Giant for his monstrous hight. 

And did in strength most sorts of men surf as, 
Nc eucr any found his match in might ; 
Thereto he had great skill in single fight : 

His face was vgly, and his countenance stemf. 
That could haue frayd one with the n cry sigl t, 
And gaf)ed like a gulfe, when he did gin.i , 
Tint whether man or monster one could scarsf 
disceme. . 

i6 

Soone as he did within the listes appeare, 
With drcadfull lookc he Artegall beheld, 

As if he would haue daunted him with ft-arf. 
And grinning griesly, did against him wrld 
His deadly weapon, which in hand he held. 
But th’Elfin swaync, that oft had scene 
sight, 

Waswithhisghastlycount’nancenothingquf*^'' 
But gan him straight to buckle to the right, 
And cast hb shield about, to be in readie plight. 


The trompets sound, and they together goe, 
With drcadfull terror, and with fell inttnt 

Andthcirhugcstrokesfulldaungerouslybestow, 

To doc most dammage, where as most the' 
But with such force ai^furie violent, [nntit 
The tyrant thundred hb thicke blowes so 
That through the yroo walles their way they 
rent, 

And euen to the vitall parts they past, 

I Nc ought could them endure, but all they 
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Which crueil oatn^e when as ArUtaU 
Dtd well auise, th^cefortb with warie heed 
lie shund his strokis, where euer they did hdl, 

And way did ^ue vnto their gracclessc speed : 
As when a slulfull Marriner doth reed 
A storroe approching, that doth pcrill threat, 
lie will not Ude the dauoger of such dread, 
Butstiike$his8aylei,andverethhi$inainshoat, 
And lends vnto it leaue the emptie ayre to beat. 


So well he hkn pursew'd, that at the last, 

He stroke him with Chysaar on the bed. 
That with the souse thereof full sore aghast, 
He staggered to and fro in doubtfull sted. 
Againe whiles he hun saw so ill bested, 

He did him smite with all his might and mtine, 
That falling on his mother earth he fed : 
Whom when he saw prostrated on the plaine, 
He lightly reft his head, to ease him of his {>aine. 


19 

So did the Faerie knight himsclfc abearc, 
Andstouped oft his head from shame to shield; 
No to stoupe, oncs head more high to 
rearc. 

And much to ^aioe, a litle for to yield ; 

So stoutest knights doen oftentimes in field. 
Hut still the tyrant sterncly at him layd, 

And did his yron axe so nimbly wield, 

That many wounds into his flesh it made, 

And with his burdenous blowcs him sore did 

oucrladc. _ 

ao 

Yet when as fit aduantage he did spy, 

The whiles the cursed felon high aid rearc 
His crucll hand, to smite him mortally, 

Vnder his stroke he to him stepping neare, 
Ri^t in the flanke him stroolu with deadly | 
drcarc, 

That the gore bloud thence gmhing grieuously , 
Did vndcrncath him like a pond anpeare, 

And all his armour did with purple dye ; 
Thereat he brayed loud, and yelled dreadfully. 

21 

Yet the huge stroke, which he before intended, 
Kepi on his course, as he did it direct, 

And with such monstrous poise adowne 
descended, 

That seemed nought could him from death 
protect : 

Hut he it well did ward with wise respect, 

And twixt him and the blow his shield did cast, 
'Vhich thereon seizing, tooke no great effect, 
by ting deepe therein did stickc so fast, 
That by no meanes it backe againe be forth 
could wrast. 

while he tug*d and strouc, to get it out, 
all his postre applyed thereunto, 

That he therewith tne Imight drew all about : 
Nathlesse, for all that euer he could doe, 
he could not from his shield vndoe. 
J^>»ch Arupill perceiuing, strooke no more, 
Mooring soooe his shield, did it forgoe, 
whiles be combred was therewith so sore, 
gan at him let driue more fiercely then afore. 


24 

Whicli when the people round about him saw, 
They shouted all for ioy of his succcs{»e, 

Glad to be quit from tliat proud Tyrants awr, 
Whicli with strong {lowre did them long time 
oppresse ; 

And running all with greedie ioyfulncsse 
To faire Irena^ at her feet did fall. 

And her adored with due humblenesse, 

As their true Liege and Princcssc natunall ; 
And eke her champions glorie sounded ouer all. 

*5 . . 

Who streight her leading with meetc maiestie 
Vnto the pallacc, where their kings did rayne, 
Did her tWrein cstiiblwh |)eaoeablie. 

And to her kingdomt?? seat restore agayne ; 
And all such j)ersons, as did late maintaync 
That Tyrants part, with close or open ayde, 
He sorely punislied with heauie payne ; 
i That in short space, whiles there with her he 
stayd, 

Not one was left, that durst her once hauc 
dlsobayd. 

26 

During which time, that lie did there rcmainc, 
Uis studic wTis true Justice bow to dcale, 

And day and night employ’d hif basic ]>ainc 
How to reforme that ragged commoii*wealc ; 
And that same yron man which could rcucale 
All hidden crimes, through all that realme he 
sent, 

To search out those, that vsd to rob and steale , 
Or did rcbell gainst lawfull gouernment ; 

On whom be did inflict most grieuous punish- 
ment. 

27 

But ere he could reforme it thoroughly, 

He through occasion called was away. 

To Faerie Court, that of necessity 
His course of lusticc he was font to stay. 

And Talus to rcuokc from the right way, 

In which he was that Realme for to redrcsie. 
But enuiet cloud still dimmeth vertues ray. 
So hauing freed Iftna from distresie, ^ 

He tooke hislqme of her, there left in b eamnem e 
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Tho as he backe returned from that land, 

And there arriu’d againe, whence forth he set» 
He had not passed mrre vpon the strand, 
When as two old ill fauour’d Hags he met, 

By the way side being together set, 

Two griesly creatures ; and, to that their faces 
Most foule and filthie were, their garments yet 
Being all rag d and tatter’d, their disgraces 
Did much the more augment, and made most 
vgly cases. ^ 

The one of them, that elder did appeare, 

With her dull eyes did seeme to looke askew. 
That her mis-shape much helpt; and her 
foule heare 

Hung loose and loathsomely : Thereto her hew 
Was wan and leane, that all her teeth arew, 
And all her bones might through her cheekes 
be red ; 

Her lips were like raw lether, pale and blew. 
And as she spake, therewith she slauercd ; 
Yet spake she seldom, but thought more, the 
lesse she sed ^ 

30 

Her hands were foule and durtie, neuer washt 
In all her life, with long naylcs ouer raught, 
Like puttocks clawes : with th’one of which 
she scracht 

Her cursed head, although it itched naught ; 
The other held a siuike with venime fraught. 
On which she fed, and gnawed hungrily, 

As if that long she had not eaten ought ; 

That round about her iawes one might descry 
The bloudie gore and poyson dropping loth- 
somely. 

Her name was knowen well thereby ; 
Whose nature is to gricue, and grudge at all. 
That euer she sees doen prays-worthily, 
Whose sight to her is greatest crossc, may fall. 
And vexeth so, that makes her eat her gall. 
For when she wanteth other thing to cat, 
She feedes on her owne maw vnnaturall. 

And of her owne foule entrayles makes her 
meat; 

Meat 6t for such a monsters monsterous dyeat. 

3a 

And if she hapt of any good to heare, 

That had to any happily betid, 

Then would she inly fret, and pricue, and teare 
Her flesh for felnesse, whldi she inward hid : 
But if she heard of ill, that any did, 

Or harme, that any had, then would she make 
Great cheare, like one vnto a banquet bid ; 
And in anothers losse great pleasure take, 
Asshehadgot thereby ,andgaynedagreatstake. 


The other nothing better was, thfn shee ; 
Agre^ in bad will and canoed kynd. 

But in bad maner they did disanee : 

For what so Etiuie good or bad did fynd. 

She did conceale, az^ murder her owne mynd ; 
But this, what euer euill she conceiued. 

Did sored abroad, and throw in th’open wynd. 
Yet this in all her words might be perceiued. 
That all she sought, was mens gooa name to 
haue bereoued. 

.34 

j For what soeuer good by any sayd. 

Or doen she heard, she would streightwayw 
muent, 

How to depraue, or slaunderously vpbrayd, 
Or to misconstrue of a mans intent, 

And tume to ill the thing, thatwell was ment. 
Therefore she vsed often to resort, 

To common haunts, and companies frequent, 
To hearke what any one did good report, 

To blot the same with blame, or wrest in wicked 
sort. 

35 

And if that any ill she heard of any, 

She would it eeke, and make much worse by 
telling, 

And take great ioy to publish it to many, 
That cuery matter worse was for her niclling. 
Her name was hight Detraction f and her 
dwelling 

W»TS ncare to Enuie, cuen her neighbour next , 
A wicked hag, and Enuy sclfe excelling 
In mischiefe : for her selfe she onely vext ; 
But lliis same both her sclfe, and others eke 
perplext. ^ 

Her face was vgly, and her mouth distort, 
Foming with poyson round about her gils, 

In wlii^ her curid tonguef ul Isharpe andshort 

Appear’d like Aspis sting, that closely kils 
Or cruelly does wound, whom so she wiU . 

A dbtaffe in her other hand she had, 

Vpon the which she litle spinnes, but s[)ih. 
Andfaynestoweauefalsc tales and leasing 
To throw amongst the good, which others liad 
disprad. 

These two now had themselues combynd in one, 
And linckt together gainst Sir Arte^aU, 

For whom they wayted as his mortall fonc, 
How they might make him into misdiiefe fall 
For freeing from their snares Irena thrall, 
Besides vnto themselues they gotten had 
A monster, which the Blakml beast men call, 

A dreadful) feend of gods and men ydrad, 

Whom they by slights allur’d, and to tbetf 
purpose bd. 
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Such were BagSt and so vnhaikUociie 
drest: 


Who when dicy nfeh aj^roching^ had espyde 
Sir ArtegaU from his late quest, 

They boUi arost, at him loudly crydc, 

As It had bene t#o shepheards curres, Imd 
scryde 

A lauenous WoUe amongst the scattered 
flockea. 

And Enuu first, as she that first him eyde, 
Towardes him rum, and with rude daring 
lockes 

About her eares, does beat her brest, and 
forhead knocl^. 

39 

Then from her mouth the gobbet she does take, 
The which whyleare she was so greedily 
Deuouring, euen that halfe-gnawen snake. 
And at him throwes it most despightfully. 
The cursed Serpent, though she hungrily 1 
Earst chawd thereon, yet was not all so dead, 
hut that some life remayned secretly. 

And as he past afore withouten dread. 

Bit him behmd, that long the marke was to be 
read. 

40 

Then th’othcr comming neare, gan him reuile, 
i^l fouly ruyle, with all she could inuent ; 
Saying, that he had with vnmanly guile, 

And foule abusion both his honour blent, 

And that bright sword, the sword of lustice 
lent, 

Had stayned with reprochfull crucltie, 

In guiltlesse blood of many an innocent : 

As for GrandiortOf him with trcacherie 
And traymes hauing surpriz’d, he fouly did 
to die. 


Thereto the Blatant bc^t by them set on 
At him began aloud to barke and bay, 

With bitter rage and fell contention, 

That all the woods and rockes nigh to that way. 
Began to quake and tremble with dismay ; 
And all the aire rebellowed againe. 

So dreadfully lus huiidicd tongues dkl bray, 
Andeuerraore those ha^ them selucs did fwune, 
To serpen him, ajid their owne cursed tongs 
did strainc. 

42 

And still luiiong most bitter wordes they »j>akc, 
Most shameful!, most vnrightcous, must 
vntrew, 

That they the mildest man aliuc would make 
Forget his patience, juhI yccld vengcaunce dew 
To her, that so false sebunders at him Uirew. 
And more to make them pierce and wound 
more deepe, 

She with the sting, which in her vile tongue 
grew, 

Did sharpen them, and in fresh fioyson steejie : 

I Yet he |)ast on, and seem'd of them to take no 
kcepc. 

43 

But Talus hcari^ her so lewdly raile. 

And speake so ill of him, tliat well deserued, 
Woula her hauc chastiz’d with his yrem flaile, 
If her Sir ArUgall liad not prcfserued. 

And him forbidden, who his hcast obaerued. 
So much the more at him still did she scold, 
And stones did cast, yet be for nought would 
swerue 

From his right course, but still the way di«l 
hold 

To Faery Court, where wliat him fell shall else 
be told. 
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The waics, through which mv weary stcjis 
guvde, 

In this delightfull land of Facr\', 

Are so exceeding spacious and wvdc, 

Aiul spriRcklcd with siuh sweet variety. 

Of all that pleasant is to eare or eye. 

That I nigh r.iuisiit with rare thoughts delight. 
My tedious traucll doe forget theret>v ; 

And when I gin to fcele decay of might. 

It strength to me supplies, and chcars my dulled 
spnght. 

2 

Such secret oimfort, and such licauenK 
pleivsures, 

Yc sacred iiuj^s, that on Varnas^o dwell. 

And there the keeping hiue of learnings 
threasuros. 

Which doe all worldlv ruhes farro exi'ell. 

Into the mindes of inottall men doe well. 

And goodly fur\’ into tlicm infuse ; 

Guvde yc mv fo<'*ting. and cx^nduct me well 
In these strange waics, where neuer footc 
did vse, 

Ne none can find, but who was taught them by 
the Muse. 


3 

I Reuele to me the sacred noursery 

Of vertue, which with you doth there r^ 
maine. 

Where it in siluer l)Owrc does hidden K 
From view of men, and wicked worlds dn 
dame. 

Since it at first was by the Gods with paint 
I Planted in earth, Ix'ing deriu’d at fur.>-t 
I From heauenK' seedcs of In'iiinty soueraiiK . 

! And b\ them long with carcfull hU) i' 

1 nurxt, 

' Till it to ripencsse grew, and forth to hononr 
bur',t. 

: 4 

\mong''t thorn all growes not a favrer flowrr 
Then is the bloosme of cornelv courtcsio, 
Which though it on a lowlv stalke doc 
j Vet branrheth forth in hrauc nol)ilitie, 

' And spreds it selfc through all ciuilitie • 

I Of which though present age doc plentoc-'^ 
scemo. 

Yet being matcht with plaine Antiquit u . 

Ye will them all but fayned showes c^teenif 
Which carr\' colours faire, that feeble eie^ 
misdeeme. 
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But lu the triall of true curtesie, 

Its now so farre from that, which then it was. 
lliAi It indeed is nought but forgeric, 
Pxshion’d to please the eies of them, tliat j\i,s, 
\N hich see not perfect things but in a glas : 

\ ct i*; tliat glasse so gay, that it can blynd 
The >^isest sight, to thinke gold that is bnts. 
But vertues seat is deepe within the mynd, 
\mj not in outward shows, but inward thoughts 
(Jcfvnd. 

6 

B'jt where shall I in ail Antiquity 
N) f.ure a |utterne findc, where may l^c scene 
llio gtxxiiy pr.UH* of Princely curtesie, 

As in >uur sclfe, 0 soueraine I^dy Queenc, 

In whose pure minde, as in a inirrour shceiu , 
It showt's, and with her brighlnessc doth 
inllime 

The c>(s of all, which thereon fixed bccne ; 

Hit minteth indeede an higher name : 

\t‘t '•0 from low to high vplifted is your narnt. 


Hun pardon me, most dreaded Soucramc, 

I !i it from your selfe I doe this verluc bring, 
All'] to your selfe doc it returnc agauie : 

''o from the Ocean all riucrs spring, 
tribute backc repav as to their King, 
pk’ht M) from you all gcxxlly vertues well 
i.fo the* rest, which round about you ring, 
f cn I/)rdsand Ladies, which about yoiHfwell, 
Aril] (lor adorne your Court, where courtesies 

CV('ll 

Cant. J. 

^ from Makfjurl, 

•‘i l\vnzell v^cd tr\'lde : 

tatuiut^h Crudor, and doth make 
l-rutna wxe morf mylJ'’ 

^'\«\.Xc\.X'OC/X'Xc\vX'X/XOCOCO 

"‘l . ’ 

I i. 1*^' ^ 'hx' fall, 

'y ‘-‘t It there most vsclli to abound , 

r. that in Princes hall 

should be plentifully found, 

‘ ‘>1 all goodlv manners is the ground, 
p, .! conuer^'ition 

■'O in Faery court it did redound, 
jy nirteous Knights and Ladies most 
^ won 

^ ’^<^arth,ar>d made a matdilessc paragon 


2 

But nioiigst them all was none more courtixiui 

Knight, 

nioii CahJort, beloiied oner all. 

In whom It Hvmes, that geiilluu**!sc of spriglit 
And manners mvlde were pUnud tuiiirall. 
lo whkh lie adding comclv gui/t wiihall, 
Andgi uious s|H'ath. did sUale mens luails 
away 

I NathlesM- thereto he was full stout .,n,l tail, 
And well approu’d in bafleilous alliaN . 

'lhat him did muili renowine. and far lu> (ante 
display 

Ne w.is tiierc Kniglit, ne w.is llierc Lidv found 
In heUTy court, but him did deuie tmbrace. 
\'OT liLs laire vs.igc and condilions sound, 

Ihe which in all mens liking gayned pliirt'. 
And witlitliegrcatist pun hast greatest grace 
VVhuh he could wisely vsc.and well apply. 

To ple.ise the lx st. iied th’euill to < inbase ’ 
for he loathd hasnig. and Kise Haiti ry. 

And lolled simple liiith and stidf.ist hoiKsty, 

4 

Ard now he was m traiicli on Ins way, 

Vp|X)n an liaid ailueiilure sore U'slad, 

Whtn.is by (hauiue he nut vppon a day 
Wall Arky^alf returning yet liaKe sad 
hrom his late coiujiiest, whu h he gotten had 
Who whenas racli of other had .i sight, 

'Ihey knew them selues, and Ixith lluii 
fa rsons rad : 

VViien Valuiorr thus hrst , Haile nolikst 
KiiU'ht 

Of all this (lay on ground, that brtatlu n huing 
sprighl 

Now tell, if phase you, of the goiul suiecsse, 
Whuh ye haiie ha<i in vour late rntfrpri/c 
To wlajin Sir Arhyall y-.iu to ( xprt sse 
His who!( c xploiit , iukI \ .ilorous ( mpn/e. 

In order as jt did to liiiri ari/c 

Now happy man (savd lluri Sir Cahdm^) 

Whuh liaue so goodlv. as ye (an deui/e, 
AtchicuM so h.ird a (jud. as |. w lx Ion , 
lhat shall you most r(riowin<(j unL* lor 
currmorc 

o 

Mut where yccndid liaue, nriw 1 lx gin 
lo trearl an endh-'-e tr.ici, witlioulen nuydf. 
Or g(xxl directifiii, how to ( ntc r in, 

Or how to issue forth in wans vntryde, 

In [ktiF strang( , m lalxairs long and wide, 

In wliK'h although gfxxl foriuin me iKlall, 

Yet shall it not by none Ijc Pstifsrlc 
Wlial IS that quest fqco’h tlien Sir ArUfnfl) 
That you into such jx iil« pr< sently doth (^ill / 



338 


THE VI. BOOKE OF THE 


7 I 12 


The Blattant Beast (quoth he) I doc purscw, 
And through the world ina*ssantly doe chase, 
Till I him ouertake, or else subdew : 

Yet know 1 not or how, or in what place 
To find him out, yet still I fijrward tra<e. 

What IS that lilattanl lieast (then he 
replide.) 

It is a Mon-iter bred of helli he race, 

(Then answerd he) which often hath annoyd j 
Oood Knights and Ladies true, and many cdse | 
destroyd. ^ 

Of Cerberus whilome he wa-. begot, 

And fell Chvruera in her rl.irkcsome den. 
Through lowlc coinrnixturt of his (ilthv Idol ; 
Where he was foitred long in Slynian ien, 

'I’lll he to perfect nix'iusse grew, and then 
into this wicked world Ic* forth was sent, 

'I'o be the plague and scourg' of wrel chetl nu n : 
Whom with vile tongue and venemous inknt 
lie sore doth wound, and bite, and < ruellv 
torment. 

0 

Then since the saluage Island I did Kaiie, 

.Sayd Artc^all, I such a Bea->t did see, 

'I’he which did secine a tliousand tongue^ to 
haiie, 

That al' in spight and malice did agree, 

With which he bayd and loudly barkt at mee. 
As if that he attonce would me deuoure. 

But 1 that knew inv selfe from fK'rill fre< , 

Did nought regard his malice nor his powrc. 
But he tlic more hts wicked poyson forth did 
|)oure. 

That surely is that Beast (sank' Calidore) 
Which I jiursue, of whom 1 am right gl.id 
do hearc these tidings, which ot none afore 
d’hrough all my weary trauell I h,uic had : 

Yet now some hope voiir words vnto me add . 
Now (lod you speed (quoth then Sir Art'X'dl ) ! 
And keejK’ your l)o<lv from the d.iunger dead . i 
For ye haiie much aiKn* to dtale withall. I 
So l)Oth tooke goodly leauo, and partcrl sc uerall j 

n 

Sir Calidore thence tr.iuelhsl not long. 

When .\s b\ ch.umce a comely S]uire he found, 
d'hat tliorough some more mighty enemies 
wrong. 

Both hand and fixttc vnto a tree w.is Iwund : 


VnhappySciuire,what hard misliap thee brn^, 
Into this bay of perill and disgrace - 
What cruell hand thy wretched thrik j 
wrought, 

And thee tuptyued in this shamefull pLue 
do whom he answerd thus ; My hajile.^t r 
Is not occasiond through my misdi^sai. 
But through misfortune, which did ..t 
Vnto this shame, and my young ho[K‘ ;.ui) . 
Ere that I m lier giidefull Iraiius w.b - 
expert. 

Not farre from hence, yppon vond ' 
Hanlbyasirt ight then staiRb.uakL 
Which doth olbirue a custorne Iom! j; d ■ ' 
Ami It hath long rnayntamdvul hnught ; 
For may no Knight nor Lad) pa^ ' .d 
That way, (and yet they needs luib' ■ 
that way.) 

By rtason of the straight, and roi k^- c 
lint tht’V til il L.idks 1(>( kcN doe sli lui v 
\nd that knights herd for toll, wlu h tk , 
p.i.ss.igc pay. 

A diarnetull \be a^ euer I did heare, 

■sayd ( (ihdore, and to be oiierllircuM ' 

I'lit by what meanc-^ did they at tii'i !' ' 
And torwliat(.ause,t( 11 if thouh.iueil k' ' 
Sayd then that Npnrc : d'he Lidv 
owne 

d'hb i'asi 1« , is by ii.ime Bnana hiebi 
d'lu n wliK il a prouder Lad) luKtti n"! ( 
hlu* long time hath dtan lou’d a di 
Knight, 

And sought to win his loue by ,dl tip ' 
she m gilt 

r ^ 

Ilb nam. is ('rudor, who through lug'i ' !' 
And proud diNpight ot hhsdh (dt isr c ' 
Refused hath to veeld her loue agu'e . 
\'rUiil a Mantle she for him doe t'. iu 
Wit1d)rardsot Knightsandlock> fl v i 
Which to prouuk , -^he h ith thk < i 1 
And then i ' hath a .SencM'hall ■ ' 
('aM .1/ lit fforl, a man ot m'cklc m . M 
Who exeuites her wuked will, w”' 

lie this same day. as I that wav did ".i i 
With a fairc Danizell. my l)t'loucd dt bi', 
In execution of her lawl(S>e do hit 


Who seeing him from farre, with ]>it« ous S4)uiul Did set vp|K)n vs fiv ir.g both tor fi lu' 
(df hb shrill crus him rilKxi to his .\idc | For little twHitcs against him h.^ivi t" ■' 
To whom .\pproching, in that paim fnllstound i Me first he tix>ke. vnhable to withk 
When he him saw, for no demaunds he st.ude, i And whiles he her pursued euer\ wii' ' 
But first him losde, and afterwards thus to him j Till his returne vnto this trcT he l»i 
saide. • Nc wotc I surely, whether her he v cl h-k 
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17 

Tbito whiles they spake, they heard a ruefull 
.shrieke 

Of one loud crying, which they streight way 
^hcst, 

Hat It was she, the which for hcl()c did seeke. 
rtio looking vp vnto the cry to lest, 
nicvsawlhiitCarlefroni farre, with hand vnblcst 
ilayling that mavden by the yellow heare. 
Hut all her gannents from her snowy brest, 
Viidfromhcr head her loc'kcs he nigh did teare. 
Se Huuld lie spare for pitty, nor relrainc for 
leare 

Which havnous sight when Caluior^ belli Id, 
Kflsotmeshc loosd that S(|uire,and solnm h it. 
With hearts dismay and inward dolour ijueh), 
i or to pursue that villauic, which had reft 
I'hit piteous s(y)ile by so iiiiurious theft. 
Whom oiiertuking. loude to him he cryde ; 
Lane fjvlor (juukely that misgotten wift 
lo him, that hath it l)etter iiislilyde, 

\i/<l tome thee soune to him, ol whom thou art 
difvde. 

10 

W I (du arkning to that voii'e, him selfe vjireard, 
\iifl setuu! him so fiercely toward(‘s make, 

V uM't him stoutly ran, as nought afeard, 

Ikit rather more enrag’d for tliose words sake ; 

I with Sterne a)unl’naunce thus vnto him 
-piU 

\rl tlidii the cayliuc, (hat dofvest me, 

N i I dr t lus M ayd . wliose par t y tliou doest take, 
\\ill iMiic thy licard, though it but little bee 
V<t diall it not her lockes for raiinsome fro me 
lot' 


'Hie heaiiv burden of whose droadlull might 
When as the t'arle no loiigu lould su>lauir, 
Ills heait gun faint, and sueight Ik i(x»ke his 
flight 

Tow.ird the Castle, where it ueal uMistuunr, 
Ills ho|v‘ of reliige vs(“il to Kin.mie 
Whom Caluh^e IKrciuiing fast to flic, 

He him pursu'd am) diai (dlhrdiiylithcpLime, 
'rh.tt ht t(*i <lr( id of d( ath gaii loude to ( ri( 
Viilo tile wanl. to d|H n lo luiii haslilie 

2\ 

'riicy from the wall liiui M*euig sj) agli.isl, 

'Flu- g 111 * sooiie opt iK (1 to rei eiiie Iiiiii in, 

Hut ( iiluiorr did follow' him so fast, 
riiit ciun in the I’orih Ik him did w'in, 

And ( li ft his he.ul asumh j ti> his ( hin 
llie (aikasse liimbhngdowiie within the dor« , 
l)id(hok< iIk (iilraiUKt with a iiimiK' of mu, 
rhat It (Oiil'l not Ik,* shut, whiK''! I alulotr 
Ibd entir in, and ■'lew the l’orl( r on the Hole 

•M 

Witli that the nst. tin whidi tin ( a'^tlc lopt, 
About him lloikt. and hard at him ilid lay , 
But he them all from him full lightly swijd, 
As dotli a St« are. 111 hr.'it of sommi rs d.iy, 
With his long taile the bry/i s brush away 
nience p.issing forth, into the hall he came, 
Wherr of the Lidv >< Ife m sad dnmay 
Me was ym( f I, who with via omc ly shame 
(ian him s;ilut(>, tuid fow'h' vjihr:i\fl with faulty 
blame 

F.ilsr travtor Knight, (s.>vil she) no Knight at 


''•idi fliat he fiercely at him flew, and layd 
'Mu lisKis St Hikes w'lth mc)st imywtune might, 
^'lit oft he made him stagger as vnstayd, 
rrnule toshunne liis sharfx d(*spgh( 
i' ^ I .htjore. that was well skild in fight, 
d "I ld!V’ forbore, and still his spinte sjwrM, 
j ’'1'ig in w.ute. how him he darna<lge rniglit 
'* wlien he felt him shrinke. atid come lo 

v-d. 

' grew, and gan to driuc at him mor» 


I ' ^ * 

• ‘ as a water streame, whose swelling soursr 

"MlMriuea Mill, within strong banrk.s is pent . 
' Idnjr rf'stravncd of his rc-ady course ; 

as (massage is vnto him lent, 

'f^ake*? forth, and makes hi^^ way more violent. 
^ fnr>' of Sir CaUdore, 

once he felt his focman to relent ; 
fiercely him pursu’d, and pressed sore, 
is he still decayd, so he encreased more 


Blit M orrie ()f .irnii ^ that hast wilhguilty liand 
Murdru) rnv mm, and dame mv SmcMhall , 
Now forni-st thou to roh mv house vnmand. 
,And s|Miili my m 11(, that can not tine with 
st.uid 

Vft doubt thou not, but that some ixtfer 
Knig^ht 

llien thou, that shall thv tr(.isf)n \ndersfarid. 
Will it auenfM , iind |iay tla f with thv right 
Aral li HOIK* do. v< 1 sliariK- di il ihet with sliame 
requight. 

Miuh was tlie Knight aKished at that v\or(l , 
Y(( aiiswerd thus , Not vnto me the ‘■liainc, 
But to the sh mu full ilix r it afford 
Blr/ufl IS no blmii li , for it is no bLirne 
To punidi those, that dex disf riu th( same ; 
But they that breuke baruls />f mnlitu , 

And wirkcrl nis tomes makf , tliov* fhx' defame 
Both noble armes and gentle nirtf-sie 
No greater shame to man then inhumanitie. 
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Then doe your lelfe, for dread of shame, forgoe 
This euill manner, which ye here maiotaine, j 
And doe in stead thereof mild curt’sie showe | 
To all, that passe. That sliall you glory gaine 
More theahisloue,wbidi thus yeseeke t’cotaioe. 
Wherewith all full of wrath, she thus replyde ; 
Vile recreant, know that 1 doe much dis^ine 
Thy courteous lore, that doest my loue deride, 
Who soomei thy ydle scofle, and bids thee be 
defyde. jg 

To take defiaunce at a Ladies word 
(Quoth he) 1 hold it no indignity ; 

But were he here, that would it with his sword 
Abett, perhaps he mote it dcare aby. 

Cowheid (auoth she) were not, that thou 
wouldst ny, 

Ere he doe come, he should be soone in place. 
If I doe so, (sayd he) then liberty | 

I leaqe to you, for aye me to disgrace | 

With all those shames, that erst ye spake me I 
to deface. 

29 

With that a Dwarfe she cald to her in hast, 

And taking from her hand a ring of gould, 

A priuy token, which betweene them past, 
Bad him to Hie with all the speed he could. 

To CrudoTf and desire him that he would 
Vouchsafe to reskue her against a Knight, 
Who through strong powre had now her self 
in hould, 

Hauing late slaine her Scneschall in fight, 

And all her people murdred with outragious 
mi-ht. ^ 

The Dwarfe his way did hast, and went all night; 
But Calidore did with her there abyde 
Thccommingof thatsomuchthreatned Knight, 
Where that discourteous Dame with scomfull 
pryde, 

And fowle entreaty him indignifyde, 

That yron heart it hardly could sustaine : 

Yet he, that could his wrath full wisely guyde, 
Did well endure her womanish disdainc, 

And did him selfe from fraile impatience rc- 
fraine. 

The morrow next, before the lampe of light 
Aboue the earth vpreard his flaming head. 
The Dwarfe, whicn bore that message to her 
knight, 

BroughtaunswerebQcke,thaterehe tasted bread. 
He would her succour, and aliue or dteud 
Her foe dcliucr vp into her hand : 

Therefore he wila her doe away all dread ; 
And that of him she mote assured stand, 

He sent to her his basenet, as a faithful! band. 


Thereof full bly th the Lady stidght became, 
And gan t’ augment her bit ternesse much more : 

Yet no whit more appalled for the same, 

Ne ought dismayed was Sir CaUdorct 
But rather did more cheareiu llseeme therefore. 
And hauing soone his armes about him digbt. 
Did issue forth, to meete his foe afore ; 

Where long he stayed not, when as a Knight 
He spide come pricking on with al his powre 
and might. 

33 

Well weend he streight, that he should be the 
same, 

Which tooke in handherquarrelltomaintaine; 
Ne stayd to aske if it were he by name. 

But coucht hb speare, and ran at him amaine. 
They bene ymett in middest of the plaine, 
With so fell fury, and dispiteous forsc, 

That neither could the others stroke sustaine, 
But rudely rowld to ground both man and 
horse, 

Neither of other taking pitty nor remorse. 

34 

But Calidore vprose againe full light. 

Whiles yet his foe lay fast in sencelesse sound, 
Yet wouldhe not him hurt,althoughhc might; 
Forshamehe weenda sleeping wightto wound. 
But when Bnana saw that drery stound, 
Tliere where she stood vppon the Castle wall, 
She deem’d him sure to hauc bene dead on 
ground. 

And made suchpiteous mourning therewithal), 
That from the battlements she ready seem’d 
to fall. 

Nathicsse at length him selfe he did vprearc 
In lusllesse wise, as if against his wifi, 

Ere he had slept his fill, he wakened were, 

And gan to stretch hb limbs ; which feeling ill 
Of hb late fall, a while he rested still ; 

But when he saw his foe before in vew, 

He shooke ofl luskbhnesse, and courage chill 
Kindling a fresh, gan battell to renew, 

To proue if better foote then horsebacke would 
ensew. 

There then began a fearefull cruell fray 
Betwixt them two, for maystery of might. 
For both were wondrouspractickein that play, 
And passing well expert in single fight, 

And noth inflam’d with furious despigbt : 
Which as it still encreast, so still increast 
Their cruell strokes and terrible affright ; 

Ne once for ruth their rigour they reieast, 

Ne once to breath a while their aageif tempest 
ceast. 
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Thus long thev tn^d and traucwt to and fro, 
And trydc all waies, how each mote entrance 
make 

Into the life of his malignant foe ; 

They hew’d their hclmes, and plates asunder 
brake, 

As they had pc^shares bene ; for nought mote 
slake 

Their greedy ven^unces, bat goary blood, 
That at the last like to a purple lake 
Of bloudy gore congeal’d about them stood, 
Which from their riuen sides forth gushed like 
a flood. ^ 

At length it chaunst, that both their liandson hie 
Atoncedid heaue, withalltheir{X)wreandmight, 
Thinking the vtmost of their force to trie, 

And proue the hnall fortune of the fight : 

But Caltdortf that was more quicke of sight, 
And nimbler handed, then his enemie, 
Preuented him before his stroke could light, 
And on the helmet smote him formerlic, 

That made him stoupe to ground with mceke 
humilitie. 

39 

And ere he could recouer foot againe, 

He following that faire aduantage fast, 

His stroke redoubled with such might and 
maine. 

That him vpon the ground he groueling cast ; 
And leaping to him light, would hauc vnlast 
His Helme, to make vnto his vengeance way. 
yf^o seeing, in wliat daunger he was plast, 
Cryde out. Ah mercie Sir, doe me not slay, 

But sauc my life, which lot before your foot 
doth lay. 

^ 40 

With that his mortall hand a while he stayd, 
^dhauingsome what calra’dhis wrathful! heat 

With goodly patience, thus he to him sayd ; 
^d is the bo^t of that proud Ladies threat, 
^t menaced me from the field to beat, 

Now brought to this? Bythisnowmayyeleame, 
Strangers no more so rudely to intreat, 

^t put away proud looke, and vsage stemc, 
ine which shal nought to you but fioule dis- 
honor yeame. 


4a 

Who will not mercie vnto others shew, 

How can he mercy euer hope to haue ? 

To pay each with his owne is right and dew. 
Yet since ye merde now doe need to crauc, 

I will it graunt, your hopelesse life to sauc ; 
With these conditions, which I will propound ; 
First, that ye better shall your sclfc behauc 
Vnto ail errant luiights, whereso on ground ; 
Next that ye Ladies ayde in cuery stead aiid 
stound. 

43 

The wretched man, that all this while did dwell 
In dread of death, his beasts did gladly heare, 
And promist to perforine his precept well, 
And whatsoeucr else he woul 1 requere. 

So suffring him to rise, he made him sweare 
By his owne sword, aiid by the cross® thereon, 
To take Briana for his loui> g fere, 

Withouten dowre or coin'XKition ; 

But to release his former foule condition. 

44 

All which accepting, an i with faithfull oth 
Bynding himselfe most firmcly to obay, 

He vp arose, how euer liefe or loth, 

And swore to him true fealtie for aye. 

Then forth he cald from sorrowful! dismay 
The sad Bmna, which all this beheld : 
y^o comming forth yet full of late aflray. 

Sir Calidore vj^eard, and to her teld 
All this accord, to whidi he Cruder had compeld. 

45 


Fw nothing is more blamefull to a knight, 

Inat court’sic doth as well as armes professe, 
euer strong and fortunate in fight, 
inen the repro<* of pride and cniclncsse. 
to vaine he sceketh others to supprease, 
J^h^ not leamd him self® first to subdew: 

II fiayle, and full of fickleneaie, 
^^||J*^^tofbrti]neschai)oe,ttiUchauogingo^ 
^nat haps to day to me, to morrow may to you. 


Whereof she now more glad, then sory earst, 
All ouercome with infinite affect, 

For his exceeding courtesie, t^t pearst 
Her stubbome hart with inward oeepe effect, 
Before his feet her selfe she did proiect, 

And him adoring as her liues dearc Lord, 
With all due thankes, and dutifull respect, 
Her selfe acknowledg'd bound for that acc^, 
By which he had to her both life and louc 
restord. 

46 

So all returning to the Castle glad, 

Most ioyfullv she than did entertaine, 

Where goodly glee and feast to them she made. 
To shew her thankcfull mind and meaning 
faine, 

By all the meancs she mote it best explaine: 

And after all, vnto Sir Calidere 

She freely gaue that Castle for his pain®, 

And her self® bound to him for ®v®rmor® ; 

So wondrously now ebaung’d, from t^t ihe 
was afore. 
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But Caltdore himselfe would not retaine And them beside a Ladie faire he saw. 


Nor land nor fee. for hyre of his good deede, 
But gaue themstreight vnto tliat Squire agame, 
Whom from her Seneschall he latelv freed, 
And to his damzell as their nghlfull meed, 
For rccomjK'nce of all their former wrong : 
'ITiere he remaind with them right well agreed, 
Till of his wounds he wexed hole and strong, 
And then to his first quest he passed torth along 

Cant. II. 

Calidorc sees younf^ Tristram slay 
A p>roud discourteous 
lie makes hu i Squire, and oj him learneS 
his state am! present plight. 

X'XVXOVVX^X^XOS-O 

I 

Wliat vert lie so tun ig for a knight, 

Or for a Uuhe, whom knight should lone, 
As Curtesie, to beare tlicmselues aright 
do all ot each degree, as doth belioue 
For wlietlier they he placed high aboue. 

Or low beneath, yet ought tliey well to know 
Their gotxl, that none them rightly may 
reproiic 

Of rudeiKW, for not veeldmg v^hat tliey owe 
Great skill it is such duties timelv to bestow 

Theretogreathclpe dame Naturcsellcdoth laid. 
Kor some so giKxllv gratious are by kiu<l, 
Thiit euery action dotli tlum mtu h comniind. 
And in the eyes of men grtat liking find , 
Which others, that liaue greater skill in mind, 
Tliouglitheyenforcethemselues,cannotatlaine 
For euerie thing, to which one is inclin’d. 
Doth iK-st become, and gre.itcst grace doth 
game ; 

Yet praise likewise deseriiegiHKl thewes,cntor^t 
with juiiie. ^ 

That well in courteous CaUdore apfX’arts, 
Whose euerv dml an<l woril, that he did sa\ . 
W;us like enchantment, that through both the 
eves, 

An<l both the eares did steale the hart away 
Me now a<gaine is on his former way. 

To follow his first quest, when as he spvde 
A tall young man from thence not far re awav. 
Fighting on foot, as well he him descrvdc. 
Against an anned knight, that did on horse* 
backe ryde. 


Standing alone on foot, in foule array : 

To whom himselfe he hastily did draw, 

To weet the cause of so vneomely fray, 

And to depart them, if so be he may. 

But ere he came in place, that youth had kild 
Tliat armed knight, that low on ground he lav ; 
Which when he saw. his hart was inlv child 
With great amazement, and his thought with 
won<lerfild. ^ 

Him stidfastly he markt, and saw to bee 
A goodlv youth of aniiabK grace. 

Yet but a slender sli}\ that scarse did ^ee 
Y( tsfuenteeneycarcs.liul talland faire ot face 
dliat sure he deem’d him borne of noble race. 
All m a woodmans lacket he was clad 
Of Lincolne greene, belayd with siluer lacc ; 
And on his head an Iukk] with .iglcts s|)ra(i. 
And bv his side his hunters home he hanging 
had. , 

6 

Buskirn’ he wore of costliest (ordwayiic, 
Pitukt vpon gold, and p.ded part j)cr part, 

As then thegui/e was for e.i.( h gentle swavne ; 
In his riglit hand he held a trembling dart, 
Whose fellow lie iK'fore li.id sent apart ; 

And in his left he hold a shar[)e borl^|K■arc, 
With wlui li he wont to launch the saluage hart 
Of nianv a Lvon, and of many a licarc 
That lir^t \nto his hand in chase did haf)p<n 
neare. ^ 

Wliom Calidorc a wliile well hailing vewed, 

At length Ix'sjsikc ; What meancs this, 
eentlc svcairie 

Whv liatliths hand ton bold It selfecmbrewcd 
111 blooil of knight, the whuh by llue isslame, 
B\ thee no knight ; which armes impiigneth 
plaine } 

(Yrtrs (said he) lotli wem 1 to hane broken 
'I'lic law of .irnics ; yd breake it sljould .igauu 
R.ither then let inv sclfe of wight be stroken, 
S) long as these two armes were able to be 
wroken. „ 

O 

, For not I him, as tiii^ his Ladle here 
j May witnessc well, did oflt r lirst to wrong, 

Ne sureK thus cnarm’d I likely were ; 

But he me first, through pride and puissance 
strong 

Assavld,not knowing what to armesdoth long 
Pcrdic great blame, (then said .Sir CaUdore) 
For anned knight a wight vnarm’d to wrong- 
But then aread, thou gentle chyld, wherefore 
Betwixt you two began this strife and steme 
vprore. 
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That shall I sooth (said he) to you declare. 

] whose vnryper ycarcs are yet vnfit 
I' or tliinjj of weight, or worke of greater care, 
1 )oe spend my dayes,aiid bend my carelessc wil 
To saluagc chace, where I thereon may hit 
In all this forrest, and wyld wooddie raine : 
Where, as this day I was eiiraunging it, 

1 cliaiinst to meetc tins kniglir.ulio tiiere Ive*^ 
slaitie, 

Together witli ihi*' Lidie, jia'-Miig on the plune 


M 

I Of all which, when as she could nought deny, 
But cleard that stripling of (h’imputed blame, 
Sayd then Sir Ncillier will I [claine: 

Hun charge wiili guilt, but ratlier doe quite 
Tor what he sjukc, lor you lie spake it, Dame : 
And what lie did, he did luin selle to sauc : 
Against liotli which tiiat kiuglit wrought 
kiiiglillesse sh.iiiu. 

]‘ur knight', and all men this by natuie haiir, 
Towardsallwonicnkiiulthciii kindly to Ln’liaue. 


10 

T he knight, as yc did see, on horsebackc was, 
\n(l this his Ladle, (that him ill berame,) 

( In her faire feet by his liorse side did pas 

I hrough ihickc and thin, vnht for any Dame, 
^et not content, more to increase his shame. 
When so she lagged, as she needs mote so, 

I I e w 1 1 h h 1 s spea r c , 1 1 la t was 1 0 In m g rea t b la me , 
Would thurnpe her forward, and mlorce togcK*, 

W(( ping to him in vainc, and making piteous 
woe 

11 

Wliidi when I saw, as they me passed by, 

Mui li was I moued m indignant mmd. 

\’id pan to blame liirn for such crucltv 
1 owards a I^dic, whom with vs.agc kind 

III ratlicr should haue taken vp behind. 

W ii re with he wroth. and full of proud disdaiue. 
1 (‘oke in foulescorne.tliat I siKltf.nilldid find. 
And me in lieu thereof rcuil’d ag.une, 
riireMlriirig to ehastize me, as doth t’a chvhl 
|)erlaiiie, 

Wiiidi I no lesse disd.iyniiig, b.K ke relume o 
Ills scornefull taunts vnto his teeth ag.une , 
lliat he streight way willi haughtie e'lieiler 
harned, (twaine , 

with his speare slrexike me euie stroke or 
W hii h 1 euforst to beare tlunigli to my jiame, 

< ast to requite, and witli a slender eJart, 
I’eilow of this 1 beare, ihrownc not m vamc. 
"•trexjkc him, as seemelh, vnderneath the hart, 
lhat through tlic wound his spirit shortly did 
'leixirl. 

Mi;rh did .Sir iahdorr .admyre his s[H.’ach 
re‘nipre*dsowell, but more admyr'el the slre>ke 
1 h.it through tlic rnaylc-s had made so streuig 
a breach 

Lito Ins hart, and had so sterncly wroke 
Ills wrath on him, that first oreasion broke 
^ei rested not, but further gan in<|uire 
that same Ladie, whether what he spoke. 
Were soothly so, and that th’vnnghteous ire 
Of her owne knight, had giuen him his owne 
due hire. 


5 

Dili silh that he is genie irieiieieMhle, 

I’le.ise it ye)U Didie, to vs to arrad, 

What cause eenild make lum sodlslioiuniiable, 
Te> eliiuc yeiu so em (exit viilit to tread, 

Auel Lickey by him, gainst all wennanheud f 
( erles Sir knight (siiyei she*) full leilh 1 were 
To ravse a Kuing hlanie against the dead : 
Hut Mine It me eeiiuirnes, my selle te) iKie, 

1 will the* truth ehseeiiuT.as if chaunsl wh\ le re. 

lb 

This d.'iv.as he and 1 togetiier roaele 
Vpon »jui w.iv , to wliiih wt weit'M be'iit, 

We chaunst to come forehy a ceiucrt glade 
Within a woimI. while as a Ladle geiil 
.‘>ate with a knighi in leivous lollinient 
Ofthcirfr.uikelinies.ftii Iromallgcalousspyes; 
Laire was the Ladle* sure, that mote route nt 
An hart, iieit earrieel with teio eiirieius eyes, 

And vnto him eliel shew all lonely courtesyes. 

17 

Whom whe n my knight eliel see so lonely faire, 
Ih luK gan lier loner lo enuy. 

And wish, that he part ofhisspoylemighl sliare . 
Wherelei when as my jiresenre he die! spy 
'lo be a let, he bad me by and by 
T'eir lo alight : but when a.s I wa.s lotli, 

My loucs owne part to le.iue* so suddenly, 
lie* with stremg hand clown from liis steed me 
throwTh, 

And with preMirni)le‘ 0 us [xiwre against tliat 
knight streight gei’lh. 

18 

Vnami'dall was the knight , as then more me etc 
Tor Ladi(*s scruirc, and for lejues elelight, 
'Hieti fearing any foeman there lo meclc : 
Whereof hctakingexleles, streight hidshimdight 
llirnsclfc to yeelej his lone, eir else to fight. 
VVliere.it the other starting vjj disinayd, 

Yet boldly answer’d, as he rightly might ; 
To Icauc his louc he should be ill apayd. 

In which he liad good right gaynst all, tliat it 
gainesayd. 
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Vet since lie was not presently in plight 
Her to defend, or his to iustifie, 

He him requested, as he was a knight. 

To lend him day his better light to trie, 

Or stay till he his armes, winch were thereby, 
Might lightly fetch, but he was fierce and 
whot, 

Ne time would giuc, nor any termes aby, 
Hut at him flew, and with Ins speare him smot ; 
From which to thinke to sane himselk*, it booted 
not. 

20 

Meane while In'* Ladle, which ih^ outrage saw, 
Whilest they together for the eiiiarrey stroue, 
Into the coueri did her selfe withdraw, 

And closely hid her selfe within the groiie. 
My knight her^ soone, us secine^, to daunger 
droue 

And left sore wounded ; but when her he mist, 
He woxe halfe mad, and in that rage gun rone 
And range through all the wood, where so he 
wist 

She hidden was, and sought her so long, as 
him list. 

21 

Hut when as her he by no mcanes could 
After long search and chaufT, he turned barke 
Vnto the place, where me he left behind : 
There gan he me to curse and ban, for lackc 
Of that faire bootie, and with bitter wracke 
To wreake on me the guilt of his owne wTong 
Of all winch I yet glad to beare the packe, 
Stroue to appease him, and per^waded long: 
Hut still his passion grew more violent and 
strong. 

Then as it were t’aucnge his wrath on inee, 
When forward we should fare, he flat refused 
To take me vp (as this young man did sec) 
Vpon his steed, for no iust cause accused, 

Hut forst to trot on foot, and foule misused, 
Pounching me with the butt end of hes speare, 
In vame complayning, to be so abused. 

For he regarded neither playnt nor tearc. 

But more enforst my paine, the more my plaints 
toheare. 

^3 

So passed we, till this young man vs met, 

And being moou’d with pittie of my plight, 
Sp^e, as was meet, for ease of my regret : 
VVliercof befell, what now is in your sight. 
Now sure (then said Sir Calidore) and right 
Me scemes, that liim befell bv his owne fault : 
Who euer thinkes through confidence of might, 
Or through support of count'nance proud 
' and hault ^ 

Towrong the weaker , oft falles inhisowneassault. 


24 

Then turning backe vnto that gentle boy, 
Which had himselfe so stoutly well acquit ; 
Seeing his face so louely Sterne and coy, 

And heanng th’answeres of his pregnant wit, 
He praysd it much, and much admyred it ; 
That sure he weend him borne of noble blood, 
With whom those graces did so goodly ht : 
And when he long had him beholding stood, 
He bur>t into these words, as to him seemed 
Rood. 25 

Faire gentle swaync, and yet as stout as fayre, 
Tliat in tliese woods amongst the Nymplis 
dost wonne, 

Winch daily may to thy sweete lookes repay re, 
As they are wont vnto Latonaes sonne. 

After his chace on woodie Cynlhus donne : 
Well may 1 certes such an one thee read, 

As by thy worth tliou worthily hast wonne, 
Or surely borne of some Heroicke scad. 

That in thy face appeared and gratious goodly- 

head. . 

26 

Hut should it not displease thee it to tell ; 
(Vnle^se thou in these woodsthysclfeconccale, 
For lone amongst tlie woodic Gods to dwell;) 
I would thy sclte require tlie^e to reueale, 

For dearc aftcclion and vnfayned zeale, 
Which to thy noble personage I beare, 

And wish thee grow in worship and great 
wcale. 

For since the day tliat armes I first did reore, 
I neuer saw in any gi eater hope appeare. 


27 

To whom then thus the noble youth ; May be 
Sir knight, that by discoucring my estate, 
llarme may arise vnweeling vnto me ; 
Nathelesse, sith ye so courteous seemed late. 
To you I will not fearc it to relate. 

Then wotc vc that I am a Briton borne, 
Sonne of a Kng, how euer tlioroiigh fate 
Or fortune I my countrie bane forlome, 

And lost the crowne, which should my head by 
right adornc. 

And Tristram is my name, the onely heire 
Of good king Meltogras which did rayne 
In Corncwalc, till that he through lines 
despeire 

Vntimely dyde, before I did attaine 
Ripe yearcs of reason, my nght to maintaine. 
After whose death, his brother seeing mce 
An infant, weake a kingdome to sustaine, 
Vpon him tooke the roiall high degree, 

And sent me, where him list, instructed for to 
bee. 
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The widow Queene my mother, which then hight 
Faire EmmtUt concerning then great feare 
Of my fraile safetie, resting in the might 
Of him, that did the kingly Scepter beare, 
Whose gealous dread induring not a peare, 
Is wont to cut off all, that doubt may breed, 
Tliought best away me to remoue somewhere 
Into some forrein land, where as no need 
Of dreaded daunger might his doubtfull humor 
feed. 

So taking counsell of a wise man red, 

She was by him aduiz’d, to send me quight 
Out of the countrie, wherein I was bred, 

The which the fertile Lionesse is hight, 

Into the land of Faerie, where no wight 
Should weet of me, nor worke me any wrong. 
To whose wise read she hearkning, sent me 
streight 

Into this land, where I haue wond thus long, 
Since I was ten yeares old, now growen to 
stature strong. 

All which my dales I liaue not lewdly spent. 
Nor spilt the blossome of my tender yeares 
In ydlesse, but as was conuenient, 
llaue trayned bene with many noble feres 
In gentle thewes, and such like scemely lerc^. 
Mongst which my most delight hath alwaies 
been, 

To hunt the saluage chace amongst my {)cres, 
Of all that raungeth in the forrest grccnc ; 

Oi which none is to rnc vnknowiie, that eu’r was 
scene. 

. 32 

Neis therehauke, which mantlethhcr on pearch, 
Whether high towring, or accoasting low, 
But I the measure of her flight doe search, 
And all her pray, and ail her diet know. 
Suchbeour ioyes, which in these forrestsgrow: 
Onely the vse of armes, which most I loy. 
And fitteth most for noble swaync to know, 

I haue not tasted yet, yet past a boy, 

And being now high time these strong ioynts to 
imploy. 

Therefore, good Sir, sith now occasion fit 
Doth fall, whose like hereafter seldome may, 
Bet me this craue, vnworthy though of it, 
That ye will make me Squire without delay, 
That from henceforth in batteilous array 
I may bcare armes, and leame to vse them 
right ; 

The rather since that fortune hath this day 
Giuen to me the spoile of this dead knight, 
(toodly gilden armes, which I haue won 
in f^ht. 


34S 


All which when well Sir Calidore had heard, 
Him much more now, then earst he gan admire, 
For the rare hope which m his veures appear’d, 
And thus repliue ; Faire chyld, the high desire 
To loue of armes, whicii in vou doth aspire, 

I may not certes without Maine denie ; 

But rather wish, that some more noble hire, 
(Though none more noble then is rhcualrie,) 
I had, you to reward with greater dignitie. 

35 

There him he causd to kneele, and made to 
sweare 

Faith to his knight, and truth to I,adies all, 
And ncucr to be recreant, for feare 
Of penll, or of ought that might befall : 

So he him diibl)ed, and his Squire did call. 
Fullgladandioyousthen young Trirtram^revf, 
Like as a flowre, whose silken leaues small, 
Ixing shut vp in the bud from heauens vcw, 

At length bre.akes forth, and brode displayes his 
smyling hew. 

36 

Thus when they long had treated to and fro, 
And Calidore l>ctooke him to depart, 

Chyld Tnslram prayd, that he with him 
might goc 

On his aduenturc, vowing not to start, 

But wayt on him in eiicry place and part. 
Whereat Sir Calidore did much delight. 

And greatly ioy'd at his so noble hart, 
la hope he sure would prouc u doughtie 
knight : 

Yet for the time this answcrc he to him bchlght 

, 37 

Glad would I surely be, thou courteous Squire 
To haue thy presence in my present quest. 
That mote thy kindled courage set on fire. 
And flame forth honour in thy noble brest : 
But I am bound by vow, which I profest 
To my dread Soueraine, when I it assayd, 
That in atchieuement of her high behest, 

I should no creature ioync vnto mine ayde, 
For thy I may not graunt, that ye so greatly 
prayde. ^ 

But since this Ladie is all desolate, 

And needeth safegard now vpon her way, 

Yc may doe well in this her ncedfull state 
To succour her, from daunger of dismay ; 
That thankfull guerdon may to you rq^y. 
The noble ympc of such new scruicc fayne, 

It gladly did accept, as he did say. 

So taldr^ courteous Icaue, they parted twayne, 
And Calidore forth passed to hii former payne. 
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But Tristram then despoyling that dead knight 
Of all those goodly implements of prayse, 
Long fed his greedie eyes with the faire sight 
Of the bright racttall,shyning like Sunne rayes ; 
Handling and turning them a thousand wayes. 
And after hauing them vpn him dight, 

He tooke that I-adie, and her vp did rayse 
Vpon the steed of her owne late dead knight, 
So with her marched forth, as she did him 
bchight. 

There to their fortune leaue wo them awhile, 
And turne we backe to good Sir Calidore ; 
Who ere he thence had traueild many a mile, 
(ame to the place, whereas ye heard afore 
This kniglit, whom Tristram slew, had 
wounded sore 

Another knight in his despiteous pryde ; 

There he that knight found lying on the flore. 
With many wounds full perilous and wyde, 
That all his garments, and the grasse in ver- 
meil! dyde. 

. . 

And there beside him sale vpon the ground 
His wofull Ladle, piteously complayning 
With loud laments tliat most vnluckie stound, 
Andhersadsclfewithcarefullllandt'on^travning 
To wype his wounds, and ease their bitter 
payning. 

Wnich soric sight when Calidore did vew 
Withheaiiieeync,fromtcarebvncathrefr.iyning, 
Ills mightie hart theirmourncfullcisccan rew. 
And for their better comfort to them nigher 
drew. 

42 

llien speaking to the I^die, thus he sayd ; 

Ye dolefull Etame, let not your griefe empcach 
To tell, what cruell hand hath thus arayd 
This knigh t vnarra’d , wi th so v nkn igh t ly breach 
Of armes, that if I yet him nigh may reach, 

1 may auenge him of so foule despight. 

The Ladie hearing his so courteous sjieach, 
Gan rearc her eyes as to the chearefull light, ' 
And from her sory hart fewheauie words forth 
sight. 

I n which sheshew’d ,how that d iscou rteousknight 
(Whom Tristram slew) them in that shadow 
found, 

loying together in vnblam’d delight, 

And him vnarm’d, as now he lay on ground, 
(Charg’d with his speare and mortal ly did wound, 
Withouten cause, but onely her to reaiie 
From him, to whom she was for euer bound : 
Yet when she fled into that couert greauc, 

He her not finding, both them thus nigh dead 
did leaue. 


When Calidore thb ruefull stone had 
Well vnderstood, he gan of her demand, 

What manner wight he was, and how yclad, 
Which had tlus outrage wrought with wicked 
hand. 

She then, like as she best could vnderstand. 
Him thus describ'd, to be of stature large, 
Clad all in gilden armes, with azure band 
(^)uartred athwart, and bearing in his targe 
A Ladle on rough waues, row’d in a somincr 
barge. 

Tlicn gan Sir Calidore to ghesse streight way 
By many signcs, which she described had, 
i That this wa.s he, whom Tristram earst did shy, 

I And to her said ; Dame be no longer sad : 
For he, that hath your Knight so ill bestad, 

Is now him self e in much more wretched plight ; 
These eyes him saw vpon the cold earth sprad, 
The meede of his desert for that despight, 
Which to your selfe he wrought, and to your 
loued knight 

Tlierefore fairc Lady lay aside this griefe, 
Which ye hauc gathered to your gentle hart. 
For that displeasure ; and thinkc what reliefe 
Were best deuise for this your louers smart, 
And how ye may him hence, and to what part 
Conuay to be reair’d. She thankt him deare, 
Both for that newes he did to her impart, 
And for the courteous care, which he did beare 
Both to her loue, and to her selfe in that sad 
dreare. 

47 

Yet could she not deuisc by any wit, 

H ow then ce she might conuay hi in tosome place . 
For him to trouble she it thought vnht, 

That was a straungcr to her wretched case ; 
And him to beare, she thought it thing too base. 
Which when as he perceiu’d, he thus bespake ; 
Faire Lady let it not you seeme disgrace, 

To beare this burden on your dainty backe ; 
My ‘^Ife will beare a part, coportion of your 
■ Packc. ^8 

So off he did his shield, and downeward layd 
Vpon the ground, like to an hollow beare ; 
And powring balmc, which he had longpuruayd , 
i Into his wounds, him vp thereon did rearc, 
And twixt them botli with parted paines did 
beare, 

Twixt life and death, not knowing what was 
donne. 

Thence they him carried to a Castle neare, 
In which a worthy aundent Knight did wonhe 
Where what ensu’d, shall in next Canto be 
begonne. 
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i/X/S/X/X/X/X/X/X/X/S^^ 

Cdidore brings PrtsctMa kami, 
Pursuts the Blatant B^ast t 
Saues Serena whilest Cakpine 
By Turptne ts oppresU 
Q/X/X/X/iX/XCtt^^ 

1 

True is, that whilome that good Poet sayd, 
The gentle minde by gentle deals is knowne. 
For a man by nothing is so well bewrayd, 
As by his manners, in which plaine is showne 
Of what degree and what race he is growne. 
For seldome scene, a trotting Stalion get 
An ambling Colt, that is his proper owne : 

So seldome secne, that one in basenesse set 
Doth noble courage shew, with curteous man- 
ners met. 

2 

But cuermore contrary hath bene tryde, 

Tliat gentle bloud will gentle manners breed ; 
As well may be in Calidore descryde, 

By late cnsample of that courteous deed, 
Done to that wounded Knight in his great need, 
Wliomonhisbaclce he bore, till he him brought 
Vnto the Castle where they had decreed. 
There of the Knight, the which that Castle 
ought, 

To make abode that night he greatly was 
besought. 

Mf was to weete a man of full ripe ycares, 

1 l»at in his youth had beenc of mickle might, 
And borne great sway in armes amongst his 
peares : 

But now weake age had dimd his candle light. 
Yet was he courteous still to euery wight. 

And loued all that did to armes incline. 

And was the father of that wounded Knight, 
Whom Calidore thus carried on his chine, 

And washisname,and hissoanesv4/adr«e. 

4 

Wlio when he saw his sonne so ill bedight. 

With bleeding wounds, brought home vpon 
a Beare, 

% a faire Lady, and a straungcr Knight, 

Was inly touched with compassion deare, 
dearc affection of so doleful! dreare, 
jwt he these words burst forth ; Ahsory boy, 
h this tl^ hope that to my hoary heare 
brings ? aie me, is this the timely ioy, 

I expected long, now tumdtosad annoy ? 


Such is the wcakencsse of all mortall hope ; 
So tickle is the state of earthly things, 

That ere they come vnto their aymed scope, 
They fall too short of our fraile reckonings, 
And bring vs bale and bitter sorrowings, 

In stead of comfort, which we should embrace : 
This is the state of Keasars and of Kings. 

Let none therefore, that is in meaner placf, 
Too greatly gneue at any his vn lucky case. 

6 

So well and wi^ly did that good old Knight 
Tempr his grie/e, and turned it to chcarc, 
To cheare his guests, whom he had stayd tlmt 
night, 

And make their welcome to them well appearc : 
That to Sir Caltdore was easie gcarc ; 

But that faire I^dy would be chcard fornought , 
But sigh’d and sorrow’d for her loucr deare, 
And inly did afflict her pensiue thought, 
Withthinking to what case hername should now 
be brought. 

For she was daughter to a noble Ixird, 

Which dwelt thereby, who sought her to afly 
To a great perc ; but she did disaccord, 

Ne could her liking to his louc apply, 

But lou’d this fresh young Knight, who dwelt 
her ny. 

The lusty Aladtne, though meaner borne. 

And of lesse liuelood and hability, 

Yet full of valour, the which did adornc 
Ills mcancsse much, and make her lli’olhcrs 
riches scornt. 

8 

So hauing both found fit occasion. 

They met together in that luckelesse glade ; 
Where that proud Knight in his presumption 
The gentle Aladtne did earst inuadc, 

Being vnarm’d, and set in secret shade. 
Whereof she now bethinking, gan t’aduixe, 
How great a hazard she at earst bad made 
Of her good fame, and further gan deuize, 

How she the blame might salue witli coloured 
disguize. 

9 

But Caltdore with all good courtesie 
Fain’d her to frolicke, and to put away 
The pensiue fit of lier melancholic ; 

And that old Knight by all mcanes did assay. 
To make them both as merry as he may. 

So they the euemng post, till time of rest, 
When Cahdore in seemly good army 
Vntohis bowre was brought, and there vndrest, 
Didslecpctll night through weary tmuell of bis 
quest. 
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But faire Priscilla (so that Lady hight) 

Would to no bed, nor take no kindely sleepe, 
But by her wounded loue did watch all night, 
And all the night for bitter anguish weepe, 
And with her teares his wounds did wash and 
steepe. 

So wellshe wash 1 1 hein,and so wel Ishc wacht him , 
That of the deadly swound, in which fulldeepe 
Hedrenched was.sheatthelcngtlidisjxichthiin, 
And droue away tlie stound, which mortally 
attacht him. 

11 

The morrow next, when day gan to vplookc, 
He also gan vplooke with drery eye, 

Like one that out of deadly dreaine awooke : 
Where when he siiw his faire Priscilla by, 

He decf)ely sigh’d, and groaned inwardly, 
do thmke of thh ill stale, m which she sio^, 
d’o which she for his sake had weetingly 
Now brouglit her selfe, and blam’d her noble 
blood : 

For first, next after life, he tendered her grxxl. 

12 

Wliich she pcrcciiung, did with plenteous teares 
His care more then her owne compassionate, 
Forgetfull of her owne, to minde hii fcares : 
So both conspiring, gan to intimate 
Each others griefe with zealc affectionate, 
And twixt them IwainevNith e(piallcarctocast. 
How to saue whole her haz^irded estate ; 

For which the onely helpe now left them last 
Seem’d to be Calidore : all other helpes were 
past 

Him they did deeme, its sure to tliem he seemed, 
A courteous Knight, and full of faithfull trust : 
Therefore to him their cause they best estet mod 
Whole to commit, and to his dealing iiist. 
Earely, so soone as Titans beames forth bnist 
Through the thickc clouds, in which they 
steejsed lay 

All night in darkenesse, duld with yron rust, 
Calidore rising vp as fresh as day, 

Gan freshly him addresse vnto his former way. 

14 

But first him seemed fit, that wounded Knight 
To visite, after this nights pcnllous passe, 
And to salute him, it he were in plight, 

And eke that Ladv his faire louelv la.sse. 
There he him found much better then he was, 
\nd moued sjX'ach to him of tilings of course. 
Hie anguish of his paine to ouerpassc : 
Mongst which he namely did to him discourse, 
Of former daics mishap, his sorrowes wicked 
sourse. 


Of which occasion Aldtne taking hold, 

Gan breake to him the fortunes of his loue, 
And all his disaduentures to vnfold ; 

That Calidore it dearly deepe did moue. 

In th’cnd lus kyiidly courtesie to proue. 

He him by all the bands of loue besought, 
And as it mote a faithfull friend behoue. 

To safeconduct his loue, and not for ought 
To leaue, till to her fathers house he had her 
brought. 

16 

Sir Calidore his faith thereto did phght, 

It to performe ; so after little stay. 

That she her selfe had to the lourney dight, 
He pa-ssed forth with her m faire array, 
Fearclesbc, who ought did tlunke, or ought did 
say, 

Silh his own thought he knew most clearo 
from wile. 

So as thev past together on their wav, 

He can deui/e this counter-ca.'it ot slight, 

To glue faire colour to that Ladies cause in 
sight. 

17 

Streight to the carkasse of that Knight he went, 
The cause of all this euill, who was slame 
The day belorc by iiist auengement 
Of noble Tristram, where it did rcmainc : 
There he the neckc thereof did cut in twaine, 
And tooke with him the head, the signe ot 
shame. 

So forth he p.isscd thorough that dales paine. 
Till to that I.a<hes fathers house he came, 
Most jiensiiie man, through feare, what of hb 
diildc became. 

i8 

There he arriumg IxiUlly, did present 
The fcaretull Lidy to her father deare. 

Most jX-Tfcct pure, and guiltlesse innocent 
Of blame, as he did on his Knighthood sw eare, 
Since first he saw her, and did free from fcatL 
Of a discourteous Knight, who her had reft, 
And by outragious force a>^ay did beare . 
Witnessc thereof he shew'd his head there Uft. 
.\nd wretched life forlorne for vengement of hb 
theft. 

I? 

Most loyfull man her sire was her to sec, 

And heare th’ ad uen t ur c of her lat e mischaunce , 
And thousand thankes to Calidore for fee 
Of his large paincs in her deliueruunce 
Did yecld ; Ne Icssc the Lady did aduaunce 
Thus hauing her restored trustily, 

As he had vow’d, some small continuaunce 
He there did make, and then most carefully 
Vnto his first exploite he did him selfe apply- 
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So as he was pursuing of his quest 
He chaunst to come whereas a iolly Knight, 
in couert shade him seiie did safely rest, 

To solace with his Lady in dehght : 

His warlike armes he had from him vndight : 
For that him selfe be tfiought from daunger 
iree, 

And far f rom enu lous eyes that mote him spight . 
And eke the Lady was full faire to see, 

And courteous witiiall, becomining lier degree. 

21 

To whom Sir Caltdore approaching nye, 

Ere they were well aware of liuing wight 
I'hem much ahasht, but more hun selfe 
thereby, 

Tliat he so rudely did vppon them light, 

And troubled had their quiet loues dehght. 
Yet since it was his fortune, not his fault, 
Him selfe thereof lie labour’d to acquire, 

And [pardon crau'd for his so rash default, 
Tliat he gainst courtesie so fowly did default. 

22 

With which his gentle words and goodly wit 
He soone allayd that Knights ccmceiu’d 
displc*asure, 

Tliat he besought him downe by him to sit, 
'Hiat they mote treat of things abrode at 
leas u re ; 

And of aducntures, which had in his measure 
Of so long waies to him bcfalLn late 
''o downe he sate, and with dclightfull pleasure 
Ills long aducntures gan to him relate, 

WliKh he endured had through daungcrous 
debate. 

23 

Of which whilcst they discoursed both together, 
1 he faire Serma (so his Lady hight) 

Allur’d with myldnesse of the gentle wether, 
And pleasaunceoftheplace, the which wasdight 
W'lthdiuers Howres distinct with rare delight, 
Wandred about the fields, as liking led 
Her wauenng lust after her wanrlring sight, 
To make a garland to adorne her heel, 
Without susjK-ct of ill or d.aungers hidden dred 

24 

All sodainely out of the forrest nere 
The Blatant Beast forth rushing vnaware, 
f'>aughlherthuslooselywandringhereandthere, 
And m his wide great mouth away her bare, 
Orying aloud in vaine, to shew her sad misfarc 
Vrito the Knights, and calling oft for ayde, 
Who with the horrour of her haplesse care 
Hastily starting vp, like men dismayde, 
after fast to reskue the distressed mayde. 


The Beast with their pursuit incited more, 
into the wood was bearing her apace 
For to haue Sjwyled her, when Caltdore 
Who was more light ol Iwtc and swifl m chace, 
Him ouertooke iii middL->l ot his race ; 

And hercely charging him with all his might, 
Forst to forgoe Ins pray tiiere 111 the place, 
And to betake iiim st'lle to fcarelull lljghi ; 
For he durst not abide with Caltdore to hght. 

2 () 

Who nathelesse, when he the Lady saw 
There lei t on g round , t hough in f ull euill plight, 
Yet knowing that her Knight now neare did 
draw, 

Staulc not to succour her in that affright, 
But follow’d fast llic Monster m Ins flight : 
'Hirough woods and hils he follow ’d him so fast , 
Thai he nou Id let him breat h nor gat her spright . 
But forst him ga|)c and gasfH.*, with dread 
agh.ust, 

As if his lungsand litcs were nigh asunder bras! 

27 

And now bv this .Sir Colrptne, so hight. 

Came to the [)lace, where he his Lady found 
In dolorous dismay and deadly pliglit. 

All in gore bloud there tumbled on llic ground, 
Hauing both sides through grypl with gncsly 
wound. 

His wea|>ons soone from him he threw away, 
And stouping downe to licr in drery swoiind, 
Vprear’d licr from the ground whereon she lay, 
And in his tender armes lier forced vp to stay. 

28 

So well he did his busie fiaines apply, 

Th.al the faint sprite he did reiiokc agninc, 
To her fraile mansion ol mortality. 

Then vp he tooke her twixt his armes twaine. 
And selling on his her did sustainr 

With earefull hands soft footing her beside, 
Till to some plaie of rest they mote atlaine. 
Where she m s.ife assurauiKc irmtc abide, 
Till she recured were of those herwoundes wide. 

20 

Now when as Ph(rbm with hp fiery waine 
Vnto his Inne lx*gan to flraw apace ; 

'Hio wexing weary of that toylesomc paine, 

In trauellmg on footc so long a spare, 

Not wont on foote with heaov am»« s to trace, 
Downe in a dale forbv a riuers syde. 

He chaunst to spic a faire and stately place, 
To which he meant his weary stef^s to guyde, 
In hope there for his loue some succour to 
prouyde. 
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But coraming to the riuers side, he found 
That hardly passable on footc it was : 
Therefore there still he stood as in a stound, 
Newistwhicliway he through thefoordmotepas. 
'Hms whilest he wa.s in tlu^ distressed case, 
Deuising what to doc, he mgh espyde 
An armed Knight a[)proachuig to the place, 
With a faire Lady liiicked by Ins syde, 

The which theinselues prepare I thorough the 
foord to ride. 

V 

Whom Colt pine s.iliiting (a^ buarni') 

Besought of (r)urtesie in that h^ iieede, 

Kor safe conducting of his sk kcly Dana, 
'riirough that same perillous foord with better 
heede, 

To t.ike him vp behinde vpon lus steed. 

To whom that otlier did this taunt returnc. 
IVrdy thou [iia.ant Knight, mightstrightlyrietl 
Me then to be full base and euill borne, 
f f wouLl beare behinde a burden of sudi 
scorne. 

.V 

But as thou hast thv steed forlorne with diame, 
So fare on foote till thou aiieither ga)ne, 

\iid let thy Lidy likewise doe the same. 1 
Or beare her on tliy ba<'ke with ph.isingp.iync, 
And prone thy manhood on the billow( svavne j 
With whiih rude speai h his Lady much 1 
di 'jileased, 

Did himreproue, \el could him not re-.trayn( . 
And wouldoiiherowiie I'altn v imnhaueeaied. 
For pitly of lus Dame, whom she saw so 
diseased. 

dd 

Sir Ctikpmr her tiiaiu kt, yet inly wroth 
Agai'i'^t her Kniglit, lier gtiillnusse refused. 
And iMri.Ksl\ into tile rule r goth, 

As in de^pight to be so fowle abused 
Of a rude cluirle, whom often he accused 
Of fowle dKourtesie, vnlit for Knight; 
Amlstrongb w ulingtliroughliiew luesMUiseil. 
With speare in th’one hind, stavd him stdfe 
vpright, 

With th’other staidc his Lady vp with steddy 
might. 

dt 

A tidal It he while, til its.imedi'>eoiirtt ousKmglit, 
Stood on tile furtlier baneke beholding him. 
At whose calamit\ , for more des[)ighl 
He laught, and mockt to see him like to swim 
But when ;is Calepine c.inic to the brim. 

And sawhisearrLige|).i.st that perillwell, jgrini. 
Looking at tint same Carle with comit’nance 
His heart with vengeaimcc inwardly did swell. 
And forth at last did breake in spcaches sharpe 
.ind fell. 


Vnkmghtly Knight, the blemish of that name. 
And blot of all that arines vppon them take, 
Which IS the badge of honour and of fame, 
Loc 1 defie thee, and here ciialienge make, 
That thou for ciier doc those arnics forsake, 
And be for euer held a recreant Knight, 
Vnlcsse thou dare for thy deare Laclies sake. 
And for thine owne defence on foote alight, 
'I’o mstilie thy Unit gainst me m equall fight 

d^J 

1 he da'it.iid, that did lieare hiin sclfe dc fvde, 
Vi til’d not to weigh Ills tiircatfull words at all, 
But laught them out, as if lus greater pryde 
Did scorne the challenge of so base a thrall 
Or h id no cour.igc, or else had no gall. 

Ni much the more wus Calepme oifended. 
That him to no reueiige he forth could cull, 
But both liLs challenge and him sclfe con- 
tenincd, 

Ne care<l as a coward so to be coiidctniied. 
d7 

But he nought weighing what he s.iyd or did, 
Turned lus steedc alxiut another way, 

And with his Lad\ to the ('astlc rid. 

Where was lus won ; rie did the other stay, 
Hut after wc nt dinrtly as he may. 

For his sake charge some lurbonr there to 
sei'kt'. 

Where he .iriunng with the fall of day, 

Drov to the gate, and there witli praycis 
nueke, 

.\nd ni) Id entreaty loilgmg did for her besetke 

But the rude BorU r that no manners had. 

Did shut tlie gate ag.iiiist him m his f.ice, 

.\nd entraunei' boldly \iilo Inm forbad. 
Natlielesse the Knight now m so needy cast*, 
Can him entreat etien with submission Kisc, 
.\nd Immbly pr.ud lo let them in tli.it night 
Who to him aimNWcr’d.that there was no pku < 
Of hxigmg fit for anv err.uit Knight, 

Viilcssc that with hisl/irdhefomierlydidfight. 

30 

I'ull loth .im I tquoth he) as now at t*arst, 
When das is s|Knt, and rest vs needetb most. 
And that tliisLidv.bothwhoscsides arcjx*arst 
With w omuls, i> ready to forgo the ghost : 

Ne would I gladly combate with mine host, 
That sliould lo me siieh curtesie atlord, 
Vnlesse that I were tlicreunto enforst. 

But yet aread to me, how hight thy Lord, 
Tliat doth thus strongly ward the Castle of 
the ford. 
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His name quoth ne) li that thou list to Icarnc, 
Is hif^ht Sir Turpine, one of mickle might, 
And manhood rare, but terrible and steurne 
In all ass,iies to euery errant Knight, 
Bccuiiscofoiie,tliatwrougluhiinfo\vledespight. 
Ill seemcs (sayd he) if he so valiaunt be, 
n^it he should be sosterne to stranger wiglit. 
Kor scldome yet did liuing creature see, 

Tliat cuflcijie and manhood euer disagree. 


45 

Tlie morrow ne\t, so soone as loyous day 
Uid shew It selfe in sunny beames bedight, 
Srrcna full of dolorous dism*iy, 

Twist darkcnesse dread, and ho)H‘ of lining 
light, 

Vprtar'd her head to see dial cluMrefull sight. 
Then Cakpinc, liow euer mly wioili, 

And griiilv to auenge tli.it vile (Kspight, 

Vet fill till* feible i.adks s.ike, lull loth 


Toniakelliere longer stay, forth on his loiirney 

but go thy Wales to him, and fio me say, 

lhat here is at his gate an errant Knight, foote all arnu'd by her side, 

That house-rome cranes, yet would be lolli Vpslaving Mill her selle vpiHMi lur stceife, 
t assay Ikiiig vnh.iblc else alone to ride; 

The proofe of batlell, now m doubtfnll night. s,,,oreliersidvs.somnehherN^onM(isdidbleedi 
Or curtesie with rudenesse to rti|iiili ; 'Pijj length, lu Ins extreaniisl iimk, 

Vetifhoneedeswilltight.craueleauetillmorne, ,j^. „|| an armed Knight to spy, 

And tt ‘11 witliall, the lament. ihle jilighl, I'nrsuiii'' hmi apaee witli gieed)’ speede, 

lu wliah tin. I.ady languidieth forlorne, vVimm 11 he vmsI to In some eiiemv, 

That pitly cranes, lie of woman was yl>orne .i.luaiil.ige ol Ins misery 


’ 

Thegroomcwentstreightwaym.andtoliisLon) 
Declar’d the inc'ssage, whuli tliat Knight did 
nunie ; 

Who sitting with his Lady then at bord, 

Not onely did not las flemannd approu(‘, 
but both himsellc reiiilM, and eke his lour; 
Alhc his Lady, that Bl/Dultria highl. 

Him of vngoutlc vsige did r( prone 
Viul e.irncstly eutrialed that ihev miglil 
I'liidc fauour to bo Ifxlged there for that same 
night 

\('L woulil he not perswaded be for ought, 

Ne from In', eurii’.li will awhit rul.ime 
Wliuh answer when the groome returning, 
l'"(’(ji^7nnr.his lie.irtdid inlvtlame [lirouglit 
Willi wratlifull fury for so foule a shame, 
riiat he cool 1 not tlieP-f)f auengetj bei 
bill most for jattv of ins <learest fume, 
Uhom novv i 1 (Je.idlv daimger he did see ; 
Yet ha] no meaner to eornffirt, nor procure 
her glee. 

44 

Ikit all in V liiv , for win . no n me<lv 
He S. 1 W. the pre-^i ut mi-cliK fc to redn-sse, 

But th’vtmost end {>erforce for toahy, 

Winch that nights fortune would for him 
addre'sse 

'so downe he tooke his Lady in diMressc, 

And lav'd her vndtrnc.ath a bush to slcejiC, 
t '^)ner’d with cold, and wrapt in wretehedne'sse, 
Whiles he him sclfe all night did nought but 
wecfK?, 

And wary watchabout her for hersafegardkectic 


Whcreiorc lie stavd, till lhat he lu'.irer dnw 
To wtel what ksue would tin rtol bityde, 
'J'ho will n.Ls he .ipproi hid nigh m vew, 

By eerlame signes lie plamely him descrydi, 
To be (he man. that with such scoriiefull pryde 
Had him .ihiisde, an«l sliamed yesterday ; 

'I'Ik rclon miMloiibtmg, least he should 
mi-guvdc 

Ills jorimr main 1 to sonii iiew' assay, 

He rast to kit pt him selle so saicly as he may. 

liv tills the other cami m place likewise. 

And com hmg i lost liiss[>e.irtaiid all hisjxiwre, 
As lunt to some m.ilii lous eiiteriirise, 

III l).id him stand. I’.ibide the latter stoiin 
Of lii> sore veiigeMuna , or to make aiioiire 
()f till lewd words and diidis, whiili lie had 
doiK 

With th.it r.in at liim, as he would deiioure 
Hislifeattonci ; whoiioiiglilcoulddo,lnil slum 
The [xrill of Ills {)ride, or clsi be omrriiu 

49 

V'et he him still [lurscw’d from plare tO|)la(e, 
With full intent him crncllv to kill, 

And like* a wilde goatr round about did rhaie, 
Living the fury of his bloudy will 
But his best sijcfoiir and r« fugc was still 
ILhmde his Indies backc, who to him cryde, 
And allied oft with prayers loud and shrill, 
As euer he to Uidy was aflyde, |fydc. 

To sp-archcr Knig)it,arid re-st with re-ason |jaci- 



352 


THE VI. BOOKE OF THE 


Ill 


so 

But he the more thereby enraged was, 

And with more eager felnesse him pursew'd, 
So that at length, after long weary cliace, 
Hauing by chaunce a close aduantage vew’d, 
He ouer raught him, haiung long eschew’d 
His violence in vaine, and with his s[)ere 
Strooke through his shoulder, that the blood 
ensew’d 

In great aboundance, as a well it were, 

That forth out of an lull fresh gushing did 
appere. 

Yet ceast he not for ail tliat cruell wound, 

But chaste him still, for all his [.adics cry, 
Not satisfyde till on the fatall ground 
He saw his life powrd forth dispiieously : 

The which was certes in great loopardy, 

Had nota wond rous chau nee his rcskue wrought, 
And saued from his cruell villany. 

Such chaunccs oft exceed all humaine thought: 
That in another Canto shall to end be brought. 

Cant. nil. 

COCOCOC/XOC^X/XOCOC^X/X/XOCOCO 
Cakpitie by a salua^e man 
from Turptne rcskaved is. 

And whyUst an Infant from a Bcare 
he saues, hts lone doth nitsse. 

I 

Like as a ship withdrcadfullstorme long tost, 
Hauing spent all her mastes and her ground- 
hold. 

Now farre from harbour likely to be lost, 

At last some fisher barke doth ncare behold, 
'Fliat giueth comfort to her courage cold. 

Such was the state of this rnos t cou rteous knight 
Being oppressed bv that fay tour bold, 

That he amayned in most perilous jilight, 
And hi^ sad Ladie left in pilihill affright. 

Till that bv fortune, passing all foresight, 

A saluage man , wh irh i n t hose wfxxls did won ne, 
Drawne with that Lidics loud and piteous 
shright. 

Toward the same incessantlv did ronne. 

To vnderstand what there was to lx* donne. 
There he this most discourttxius crauen found, 
As fiercely yet, a.s when he first begonne. 
Chasing the gentle Ccdepine around, [wound. 
Ne sparing him the more for all his grieuous 


The saluage man, that neuer till this houre 
Did taste of pittie, neither gentlesse knew, 
Seeing his sharpe assault and cruell stoure 
Was much eramoued at his perils vew, 

That cuen his ruder hart began to rew. 

And fccle compassion of his euill plight, 
Against his foe that did him so pursew : 
P’roin whom he meant to free him, if he might, 
And him auenge of that so villenous despight. 

4 

Yet armes or weapon had he none to fight, 

Ne knew the vse of warlike instruments, 
Saue such as sudden rage him lent to smite, 
But naked without needfull vestiments, 

To clad his wrpsc with meete habiliments, 
He cjircd not for dint of sword nor speere. 

No more then for the stroke of st rawes or bents: 
For from his mothers wombe, which him did 
beare, 

He was invulnerable made by Magicke leare. 

. 5 

He stayed not t’aduize, which way were best 
His foe t’assaylc, or how himselfe to gard, 
But with fierce fury and with force infest 
V|X)n him ran ; who being well prepard, 

His first assault full wanly did ward, 

And with the push of his sharp- pointed speare 
Full on the breast him strooke, so strong and 
hard, 

That forst him backe recoylc, and rcclc arcarc , 
Yet in his bodie made no wound nor bloud 
ap[)care. ^ 

With that the wvld man more enraged grew’, 
Like to a Tygre that hath mist his pr<iy. 

And with mad mmxi againc vpon him flew, 
Regarding neither sj)eare, that mote him sla\ , 
Nor his fierccstccd , that mote him miichdisma) , 
The salu.agc nation doth all dread despize : 
Tbo on In', shield he griple hold did Lay, 

And held the same so hard, that by no wize 
He could him force to loose, or Icaue hi‘= 
enterprizc. ^ 

Long did he wrest and wring it to and fro, 

And eucrv wav dul trv, but all m vame : 

For he would not his grccdie grx’pe forgoe. 
Buthavldandpuldwithallhismightandmaine, 
That from his steed him nigh he drew againi 
Wlio hauing now no vse of his long speare, 

So nigh at hand, nor force his shield to strainf. 
Both speare and shield, as things that need- 
Icsse were, 

He quite forsooke, and fled himselfe away fof 
feare. 
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But after him the wyld man ran apace, 

And him pursewed with importune speed 
(For he was swift as any Bucke in chace) 
And liad he not in his extrcamest need, 

Bene hel ped through the swif tnesse of his steed , 
He had him ouertaken in his flight. 

Who euer, as he saw him nigh succeed, 

Gan cry aloud with horrible affright, 

And shnekedout, a thing vneomely for a knight. 

But when the Saluage saw his labour vaine, 

In following of him, that fled so fast, 

He wcane woxe, and backe return’d againe 
With speede vnto the place, whereas he last 
Had left that couple, nere their vtmost cast. 
There he that knight full sorely bleeding found, 
And eke the Ladie fearefully aglust, 

Ikith for the ;ierill of the present stound. 

And also for the sharpnesse of her rankling 
wound. 

10 

For though she were right glad, so nd to lx c 
From that vile lozell, whicli her late offended, 
Yet now no le&sc cnrombr.inre she did M't, 
.\nd perill by this saluage m«in pretended ; 
(kiinst whom she saw no mcanes to lx* 
defended. 

By reason that her knight was wounded sore, 
'riicrcforc her selfe she wholv recomnx ndt d 
Tc Gfxls sole grace, wliom she did oft implort , 
To send her succour, being of all hofx forlorc. 

II 

But the wyld man, contniric to licr fcare, 
t arno to lier creeping like a fawning hound, 
And by rude tokens made to her ap[x.’are 
111'' dee|)c compassion of her dolcfull stound, 
Kbsing his liands.and croucliing lothcground ; 
For other Language liad he none nor sjjeacJi, 
B>iit a soft murmurc, and confused sound 
Of sensclesse words, which nature did him 
teach, 

TV'Xjircsse his passions, which his reason did 
em|)cach. 

12 

Aivl conuning likewise to the wounded knight, 
Allen he Ixheld the strc'amcs of purple bkxxl 
Vt flowing fresh, as moued with the sight. 

He made great mone after his saluage hickkI, 
^nd running streight into the thickest wood. 
A certainc herbe from thence vnto him brought , 
^Mio^ vertue he by vse well vnderstood : 

Tlic iuyee whereof into his wound he wrought, 
^d stopt the bleeding straight, ere he it 
staunched thought. 
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Tlien taking vp that Recreants shield and spt'arc, 
Which earst he left, he signes vni o them made, 
With hun to wend vnto his wonning neare: 

To which he easily did them j>erswade. 

Farre in the forrest b) a hollow glade, (brode 
Couered with mossie slirubs. wIikJi s()re<iding 
Did vndernealh them nwike a glcKuny shade ; 
Where foot of lining cre.i.tiire nener trode, 
Nescaisewvldbca.slsdurst come, there was this 
wights abode. 

M 

Tliether he brought these vn;ia}uaintcd guests ; 

To whom f ai re sei i ib Lu i c e . as 1 1 1 con 1( I . he she woii • 

By by KK)kcs, and all his other gc-sts 

But the b.ire ground, with hoarie rmx^si 
best rowed. 

Must bc‘ their bed, their pillow was vnsowed, 
And the friites of liic forrest was their feast : 
Fortl)eiib.id.Sfiuirdncither|)lougli’diiorsowcd, 

Ne kd oil flesh, ne eiier of wyld beast 
Did taste the blond, ob.iymg natures first 

beheasl. 

15 

Yet how'^oeiier base and me.ine it were, 

'I’liev tooke It well, and thanked God for all, 
Which liad tlurri Innl from that di adly fcare, 
And s.iii’d from In'ing to lli.il cayliiic tfirall. 

Here they of force (as fortune now did fall) 
('ompclled were thtrnsehic''' a wliile to rest, 

( I lad of that eascnic nt , tliougli it wi n but small, 
'riialliaiiingtlK re flieir wounds awhile ridnst, 
They mote tlie abler be to jiasse vnto the rest. 

16 

During wliuh time, that wvld man did apply 
Ills endeuour, and his daily jiaine. 

In seeking all the wo<k1s Ix^th farrr and nye 
I‘or herbes to dresse their wounds , still 
seeming fame , 

Whcnouc'ht he did. tliat did their lykinggairu 
So as en long he li.id that knightes wound 
Keeurcsl well, and made him wliole ng.unc . 

But th.it vime Ladies luirts no lu rlx he found, 
Whicli eoiild redressr, for it was inwardly 
viLsound. 

17 

Now when as Caleptnr was woxen strong, 

Vpon a day he r:ist abrorJe to wend, 

To take the ay re, and hearc the thrushes song, 
Vnarrn’d, as feanng neither Uxi nor frend. 

And without sword hi'' jK-rson to defeiid. 

'Fliere him befell, vnlooked for Ix’fofr, 

An hard aduenture with vnhappie end, 

A cniell Bcarc, the which an iritant bore 
Betwixt his bioodie iawes, bcsprinckJcd ail with 
gore. 
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The litle babe did loudly scrike and squall, 
And all the woods with piteous plaints did fill, 
As if his cry did meane for helpe to call 
To Calepim^ whose cares those shrieches shrill 
Percing his hart with pities point did thrill ; 
That after him he ran with zealous haste. 

To rescue th’infant, ere he did him kill : 
Whom though he saw now somewhat ouerpast, 
Yet by the cry he follow'd, and pursewed fast. 

19. 

Well then him chaunst his heauy armes to want, 
Whose burden mote empeach his nccdfullspeed, 
And hinder him from (ibertic to pant ; 

For hauing long time, as his daily weed, 
Them wont towcare,and wend on foot for need. 
Now wanting them he felt himselfe so light, 
That likeanHauke, which feeling herselfefreed 
From bels and iesses, which did let her flight, 
Him seem’d his feet did fly, and in their speed 
delight. 

20 

So well he sped him, that the wearie Beare 
Ere loi^ he ouertooke, and forst to stay. 

And without weapon him assayling neare, 
Compcld him soone the spoyle adowne to lay. 
Wherewith the beast enri^’d to loosehispray, 
Vpon him turned, and with greedie force 
And furie, to be crossed in his way, 

Gaping full wyde, did thinkc witliout remorse 
To be aueng’d on him, and to deuourc his corse. 

21 

But the bold knight no whit thereat dismayd. 
But catching vp in hand a ragged stone, 
Which lay thereby (so fortune him did ayde) 
Vpon him ran, and thrust it all attone 
Into his gaping throte, that made him gronc 
And gaspe for breath, that he nigh clioked was, 
Being vnable to digest that Iwnc ; 

Ne could it vpward come, nor downward passe, 
Ne could he brooke the coldnessc of the stony 
masse. 

22 

Whom when as he thus combreil did behold, 
Stryuing in vainc that nigh his bowels brast, 
He with him closd, and laving mightie hold 
Vpon his throte, did gripe his gorge so fast, 
That wanting breath, him downc to ground 
he cast ; 

And then oppressing him with vrgent paine, 
Ere long enforst to breath his vtraost blast, 
Gnashing his cruell teeth at him in vainc, 
And threatning hb sharpe clawes, now wanting 
powre to straine. 


Then tookc he vp betwixt his armes twaine 
The litle babe, sweet relickes of Im pray ; 
Whom pitying to heare so sore complaine, 
From his soft eyes the teares he w^t away, 
And from his face the filth that did it ray, 
And euery litle limbe he scarcht around, 

And euery part, that vnder sweathbands lay, 
Least that the beasts sharpe teeth had any 
wound 

Made in his tender flesh, but whole them all he 
found. 

24 

So hauing all his bands againe vptyde. 

He with him thought backe to retume againe : 
But when be lookt about on euery syde, 

To weet which way were best to entertaine, 
Tobringhim to theplace, where hewould faine, 
He could no path nor tract of foot descry, 
Ne by inquirie learne, nor ghesse by ayme. 
For nought but woods and forrests farre and 
nye, 

That all about did close the compossc of his c\t . 

25 

Much was he then encombred, ne could tell 
Which way to take: now West he went a wlule. 
Then North ; then neither, but as fortune fell. 
So vp and downe he wandred many a mile, 
With wearie trauell and vneertaine toilc, 

Yet nought the nearer to his iourneys end ; 
And euennore lus lonely htle spoilc 
Crying for food, did greatly him offend. 

So all tluit day in wandring vainely hedid spend 

26 

At last al)out the setting of the Sunne, 

Him sclfe out of the forest he did wynd, 

And by good fortune the plaine champion 
wonne : 

Where looking all about, where he mote fynd 
Some place of succour to content his mynd. 
At length he heard vnder the forrests syde 
A voice, that seemed of some woman kynd, 
Which to her selfe lamenting loudly cry'de, 
And oft complayn’d of fate, and fortune oft 
defvde. 

27 

To whom approching, when as she perceiued 
A stranger wight in place, her plaint she stayd. 
As if she doubted to haue bene deceiued. 

Or loth to let her sorrowes be bewrayd. 
Whom when as Calepxm saw so dismayd. 

He to her drew, and with faire blandishment 
Her chearing vp, thus gently to her sayd ; 
What be you wofull Dame, wnich thus lament, 
And for what cause declare, so mote ye not 
repent 
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To whom she thus, What need me Sir to tell, 
That which your selfehaueearat ared so right ? 
A wofull dame ye haue me teimed well ; 

So much more wofull, as my wofull plight 
Cannot redressed be by liuing wight. 
Nathlesse (quoth he) if need doe not you bynd, 
Doe it disclose, to ease your grieued spright : 
Oftimes it haps, that sorrowes of the mynd 
Find remedie vnsought, which seeking cannot 
fynd 

Then thus began the lamentable Dame ; 

Sith then ye needs will know the griefe I 
hoord, 

I am th’vnfortunate Maiilde by name, 

The wife of bold Sir Bruin, who is Lord 
Of all this land, late conquer’d by his sword 
From a great Gyant, called Comwraunl ; 
Whom he did ouerthrow by yonder foord, 
And in three battailes did so deadly daunt, 
That he dare not returnefor all his daily vaunt. 


3° 

So is my Lord now seiz’d of all the land, 

As in his fee, with peaceable estate, 

And quietly doth hold it in his hand, 

Nc any dares with him for it debate. 

But to these happie fortunes, cruell fate 
Hath ioyn’d one cuill, which doth ouerthrow 
All these our ioyes, and all our blissc abate ; 
And like in time to further ill to grow, 

And all tliis land with endlessc losse to ouerflow. 


Well hop’t he then, when this was propheside, 
Thatf romhissides some noble chy Id should rize, 
The which through fame should farre be 
magnifide. 

And this proud gyan t shou Id with bruue emprize 
Quite ouerthrow, who now ginnes to despize 
The good Sir Brutn, growing farre in ycares ; 
Who thinkes from me liis sorrow all doth rize. 
Lo this ray cause of griefe to you appearcs ; 
For which I thus doe mourne, and poure forth 
oeaselesse tearcs. 

Which when he hear^, he inly touched was 
With tender ruth for her vnworthy griefe, 
And when he had deuized of her case, 

He gan in mind concciue a fit rthefe 
For all her painc, if please her make the priefe. 
And hauingclieared her, thus said ;Faire Dame, 
In euils counsel! is the comfort chiefe. 

Which though I l)c not wise enough to frame, 
Yet as I well it meane, vouclisafe it witliout 
blame. 

35 

If that the cause of this your languishmcnt 
He lacke of children, to supply your place, 
Lo how good fortune doth lo you present 
This litle babe, of sweete anu lonely face, 
And spollessc spirit, in which ye may endmcc 
Wliat eucr formes ye list thereto apply. 

Being now soft anil fit them to embrace ; 
Whether ye list him traine in chcualry, 

Or noursle vp in lore of Icarn’d Philosophy. 


For th’heauens enuying our prosperitic, 

Haue not vouchsaft to graunt vnto vs twainc 
Tlic gladfull blessing of posteritie, 

Which we might see after our selucs remaine 
In th'heritage of our vnhappie paine : 

So that for want of heires it to defend, 

Ml is m time like to returne againe 
To that foule feend, who dayly doth attend 
To Icape into the same after our hues end. 

. 3 ^ 

But most my Lord is grieued herewithall, 

And makes exceeding mone, when he docs 
thinke 

That all this land vnto his foe shall fall, 

For which be long in vaine did sweat and 
swinke, 

^t now the same he greatly doth forthinke. 
Yet was it sayd, there should to him a sonne 
^ gotten, not begotten, which should drinkc 
And dry vp all the water, which doth ronne 
“ Bie next brooke, by whom that feend shold 
w fordonne. 


36 . 

And certes it hath oftentimes bene scene, 
That of the like, whose Image was vnknowne, 
More braue and noble knights liaue raysed 
bccne, 

As their victorious dcedcs haue often show'cn, 
Being with fame througii manyNat ions blowrri, 
TTicn those, which haue bene dandled in the lap. 
Tliercforc some tlmught, that those braue 
imps were sowen 

Here by the Gods, and fed with heaucnly sap, 
Tliat made them grow so high t’all honorable 
hap. 

37 

The I^ic hearkning to his scnsefull spcach. 
Found nothing that he 8aid,vnmeet nor gcason, 
Hailing oft scene it tryde, as he did teach. 
Therefore inclyning to his goodly reason, 
Agreeing well fx)lh with the place and season, 
She gladly did of that same Ixibe accept, 

As of her owne by liuerey and seisin, 

And hauing ouer it a litle wept, 

She bore it thence, and euer as ner owne it kept. 
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Right glad was Caleptne to be so rid 
Of his young charge, whereof he skilled nought : 
Ne she lesse glad ; for she so wisely did, 

And with her husband vnder hand so wrought, 
That when that infant vnto him she brought, 
She made him thinke it surely was his owne, 
And it in goodly thewes so well vpbrought. 
That it became a famous knight well knowne 
And did right noble deedes, the wluch elswherc 
are showne. 

39 

But CaUpine, now being left alone 
Vnder the grecnewoods side in sorie plight, 
Withouten armes or stccde to ride vpon, 

Or house to hide his head from heaucns spight, 
Albe that Dame by all the mcanes she might, 
Him oft desired home with her to wend, 
And off red him, his courtesie to requite. 

Both horse and armes, and what so else to 
lend. 

Yet he them all rcfusd, though thankt her as 
a frend. 

40 

And for exceeding griefe which inly grew, 
That he his lone so lucklesse now had lost, 
On the cold ground, maugre himsclfc he threw, 
For fell despight, to be so sorely crost ; 

And there all night himselfe in anguish tost. 
Vowing, that neiicr he in bed againe 
Ilis limbes would rest, ne hg in case einbobt, 
Till that his ladies sight lie mote at tame, 

Or vnderstand, that she in salctie did remaine. 


Canl. V. 

COCOC/OCOCOCOCOCOC/X'X'XOCOOCV? 
The salua^e serues Matilda xccll 
till she Prince Arthure Jynd, 

Who her together with hts Squyre 
with tIMlermil leaues behynd. 

I 

0 what an casic thing is to descry 
The gentle bloud, how cuer it be wrapt 
In sad misfortunes foule defonnity, 

And wretched sorrowcs,whichhaueoftenhapt? 
For howsoeucr it may grow mis-shant. 

Like this wyld man, being vndisaplyiKl, 
That to all vertue it may seeme vnapt. 

Yet will it shew some sparkes of gentle mynd, 
And at the last breake forth in his owne proper 
kynd. 


That plainely may in this wyld man be red, 
Who though he were still in this desert wood 
Mongst saluage beasts, both rudely bom 
and bred, 

Ne cuer saw faire guize, ne learned good. 

Yet shewd some token of his gentle blood, 
By gentle vsage of tliat wretched Dame. 

For certes he was borne of noble blood, 

How euer by liaril lup he hether came ; 

As ye may know, when time sliall be to tel 
the same 

3 

Who when as now long time he lacked had 
The good Sir Calepine, that farre Wiis strayd, 
Did wexe exceeding sorrowfull and sad, 

A-s he of some misfortune were afrayd : 

And leaning there this Ladie all dismayd, 
Went forth streighlway into the forrest wyde. 
To seeke, if he [xrciunce a sleepe were layd, 
Or what so else were vnto him betyde : 
liesought hmifarreandneare,yethminowhcre 
he spyde. ^ 

Tho backc returning to that sorie I>ame, 

He shewed scmblint of exceeding mono, 

By speaking signes, as he them best could frame; 
Now wringing both his wretchcri hands in one, 
Now beating his hard head vjxin a stone, 
I'hat ruth it was to sec him so lament. 

By which she well perceiuing, what was done, 
Gan Icare her hii> re, and all licr garments rent, 
And beat her breast, and piteously her selfc 
torment. ^ 

Vjion the ground her selfc she fiercely threw. 
KegardKsse of her wounds, yet bleeding rife. 
That with their bloud did all tlic florc imbrtw, 
As if her breast new Liuncht with murdrmt 
knife, 

Would strtight didtxlgc the wretched wt'ani 
life. 

llicrc she long groucling, and deepc groninj: 
As if her vitall i>owcrs were at strife (la) 
With stronger death, and feared their deeu) . 
Such were tins Iodic'S [xings and dolorousassa) • 

6 

Whom when the Saluage saw so sore distrest, 
He reared her vp from the bloudie ground, 
And sought by al I the mcanes, that he could Ixst 
Her to recure out of that stony swound, 

And staunch the bleeding of her dreary wound. 
Yet nould she be recomforted for nought, 

Ne cease her sorrow and impatient stound, 
But dayand night did vexe her carcfull thought, 
And euer more and more her owne aihictioo 
wrought. 
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At length, when as no hope of his retourne 
She saw now left, she cast to leaue the place, 
And wend abrade, though feeble and forlorne. 
To seeke some comfort in that sorie case. 

HiS steede now strong through rest so long 
a space, 

Well as she could, she got, and did bedight, 
And being thereon mounted, forth did pace, 
Withouten guide, her to conduct aright, 

Or gard her to defend from bold oppressors 
might. g 

WTioin when her Host saw readie to depart, 

He would not suffer her alone to fare, 

But gan himselfe addresse to take her part. 
Those warlike armes, which CaUpine whylearc 
Had left behind, he gan eftsoones prepare. 
And put them all about himselfe vnfit, 

His snield, his helmet, and his curats bare. 
But without sword vpon his thigh to sit : 

Sir Calepine himselfe away had hidden it. 

9 

So fordi they traueld an vneuen payre, 

That mote to all men seeme an vneouth sight ; 
A saluage man matcht with a Ladie fayre, 
Tlut rather seem’d the conquest of his might, 
Gotten by spoyle, then purchaced aright. 

But he did her attend most carefully. 

And faithfully did scrue both day and night, 
Withouten thought of shame or villcny, 

Ne cucr shewed signe of foulc disloyalty. 

10 

Vix)n a day as on their way they went, 
ft cliaunst some furniture about her steed 
To be disordrcd by some accident : 

Which to redresse, she did th’assistance need 
Of tliis her groome, which he by signes did 
reede, 

^nd streight his combrous armes aside did lay 
Vpon the ground, withouten doubt or dreed, 
in his homely wize began to assay 
T* amend what was amissc, and put in right aray . 

ti 

Bout which whilest he was busied thus hard, 
bo where a knight together with his squire, 
■Vll arm’d to point came ryding thetherward, 
yitich seemed by their portance and attire. 

To be two errant knights, that did inquire 
^ter aduentures, where they mote them get. 
Jbosc were to weet (if that ye it require) 
Pnnee Arthur and young Timias, which met 
straunge occasion, that here ne^ forth be 
set. 


12 

After that Timias had againc recured 
The fauour of Delphebe, (as ye heard) 

And of her grace did stand ag.iine assured, 
To happie blisse he was full high vprear’d, 
Nether of enuy, nor of chaunge afeard, 
Though many foes did him malignc therefore, 
And with vniust detraction him did heard ; 
Yet he himselfe so well and wisely bore, 
That in her soueraine lyking lie dwelt euermorc. 

Id 

But of them all, which did his ruine seeke 
Three niightic enemies did him most despight, 
Three mightie ones, and cruell muided ecke. 
That him not onely sought by open might 
To ouerthrow, but to supplant by slight. 

The first of them by name was cald DespeUo, 
Exceeding all the rtst in ixwre and bight ; 
The second not so strong ont wise, DectUO ; 
Tlic third nor strong nor wlsc, but spightfullest 
Dfjetto, 

14 

Oftimes their sundry {lowrcs they did employ, 
And scucrall dcccipts, but all in vainc : 

For neither they by force could him destroy, 
Nc yet entrap in treasons sublill traine. 
'rherefore conspiring all together plainc, 
They did their counsels now in one compound ; 
Where singled forces failc, oonioynd may 
gaine. 

The Blatant BeastH^e fittest mcancs they found, 
To workc his vttcr shame, and throughly him 
confound. 

^5 . 

V|K)n a day as they the time did waite, 

When hcdidraunge the wood for saluage game, 
They sent that Blatant Beast to be a Ixiitc, 

To draw liim from his dearc beloued dame, 
Vnwarcs into tlie cLaunger of defame. 

For well they wist, that Squire to be so bokl, 
That no one beast in forrest wylde or lame, 
Met him in chase, but he it challenge would. 
And plucke the pray oftimes out of their greedy 
hould. 

i6 

Tlic hardy boy, as they dcuised had. 

Seeing the vgly Monster fmsing by, 

Vpon him set, of pcrill nought adrad, 

Nc skilfull of the vneouth icopardy ; 

And charged him so fierce and furiously, 
That his great force vnable to endure, 

He forced was to turnc from him and fly : 
Yet ere he fled, he with his tooth impure 
Him heedlesse bit, the whiles he was thereof 
secure. 
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Securely he did after him pursew, 

Thinking speed to ouertake his flight ; 
Who throu^ thkke woods and brate and 
briers him drew, 

To weary him the more, and waste his spight, 
So that he now has almost spent his spnght. 
Till that at length vnto a woody glade 
He canM, whose couert stopt his further sight, 
'Hiere his three foes shrowded in guilef ull sh^e. 
Out of their ambush broke, and gan him to 
inuade. 

x8 

Sharpdy they all attonce did him assaile. 
Burning with inward rancour and despight, 
And heaped strokes did round about him haile 
With so huee force, that seemed nothing might 
Beare off their blowes, from perdng t£)rough 
quite. 

Yet he them all so warily did ward. 

That none of them in his soft flesh did bite, 
And all the while his backe for best safegard, 
He lent against a tree, that backeward onset 
bard. 

19 

like a wylde Bull, that being at a bay. 

Is baytra of a mastifle, and a hound. 

And a currc-dog ; that doe him sharpe assay 
On euery side, and beat about him round ; 
But roostthat curre barking with bitter sownd, 
And creeping still behinde,doth him incomber, 
That in his cnauffe he digs the trampled ground, 
And threats his horns, and bellowes Uke the 
thonder. 

So did that Squire his foes disperse, and driue 
asonder. 

20 

Him well behoued so ; for his three foes 
Sought to encomp^ him on euery side, 
Ana dangerously did round about enclose. 
But most of all McUo him annoyde, 

Creeping behinde him still to haue destroyde : 
So did Decetlo eke him circurauent. 

But stout Despetio in his greater pryde, 

Did front him face to face against him bent, 
Yethethemallwithstood,andoftenmaderclcnt. 

21 

Till that at length nigh tyrd with former chace, 
And weary now with carefull keeping ward. 
He san to$hnnke,and somewhat to mue place, 
Full Kke ere long to haue escaped hard ; 
When as vnwares he in the forrest heard 
A trampling steede, that with his neighing fast 
Did wame his rider be vppon his g^ ; 
Wlthnoise whereof the ^irenownigh aghast, 
Raotued was, and sad dispaire away did cast. 


22 

Eftsoones he spide a Knight approching nye, 
Who seeing one in so great daunger set 
Mongst many foes, him selfe did faster hye ; 
To reskue him, arid his weake port abet, 

For pitty so to see him ouerset. 

Whom soonc as his three enemies did vcw. 
They fled, and fast into the wood did get : 
Him booted not to thinke them to pursew, 
The couert was so thicke, that did no passage 
shew. 

. 

Then tumir^ to that swaine, him well he knew 
To be his fimiast his owne true Squire, 
Whereof exceeding glad, he to him drew. 
And him embracing twixt his armes entire, 
Him thus bespoke ; My liefe, my lifes desire, 
Why haue ye me alone thus long yleft ? 

Tell me what worlds despight, or heauens yie 
Hath you thus long away from me bereft t 
Where haue ye all this while bin wandring, 
where bene weft ? 

With that he sighed deepe for inward tync : 
To whom the Squire nought aunswered againe, 
But shedding few soft tearcs from tender cync, 
His deare anect with silence did restraine, 
And shut vp all his plaint in priuy paine. 
There they awhilesome^raciousspcachesspCDt, 
As to them seemed fit time to entertaine. 
After all which vp to their stecdcs they went, 
And forth together rode a comely couplemcni. 

So now they be arriuei both in sight 
Of this wyld man, whom they fullbusic found 
About the sad Serena things to dight, 

With those braue armcnirs lying on the pound. 
That seem’d the spoilc of some right weli 
renownd. 

Which when that Squire beheld, he to them 
stept, 

Thinkingto take themfrom that hylding hound 
But he it seeing, lightly to him lept. 

And stemcly with strong hand it from hi' 
handling kept. 

Gnashing his grinded teeth with griesly looke, 
And sparkUi^ fire out of his furious eync, 
Him with his fist vnwares on th’head hestrookf . 
That made him downe vnto the earth cnclinf . 
Whence soone vpetartW much he ™ repine 
And laying hand vpon ms wiathfull blade, 
Thought &rewithall forthwith him to bacc 
shunt, 

Who it perceiuing, hand vpon him kyd, 
Andgreeoily himgriping^iisauengeinent stay’d 
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With that aloude the ^ire Serena crydt 
Yato the Knight, them to dispart m twaine: 
Who to them stepping did them soone diuide, 
And did from further violence restraine, 

AU)e the wyld-man hardly would refraine. 
Then gan tne Prince, of her for to demand, 
What and from whence she was, and by w^t 
trainc 

She fell into that saluage villaines hand, 

And whether free with h& she now were, or in 
band. 

To whom she thus ; I am, as now ye see, 

The wretchedst Danoe, that liue this day on 
ground. 

Who bothinminde, thewhichmostgrieucthme, 
And body haue recciu’d a mortal! wound, 
That hath me driuen to this drery stound. 

I was ercwhile, the loue of Calcpinet 
Who whether he aliue be to be found, 

Or by some deadly chaunce be done to pine, 
Since I him lately lost, vneath is to define. 


In saluam forrest I him lost of late. 

Where I had surely long ere this bene dead, 
Or else remained in most wretched state, 

Had not thb wylde man in that wofull stead 
Kept, and deliuered me from deadly dread. 

In such a saluage wight, of brutish kynd, 
Amongst wilde oeastes in desert fonests bred, 
It is most straunge and wonderfull to fynd 
So milde humanity, and perfect gentle mynd. 


r 30 

i-et me therefore this fauour for him findc, 
Tint ye will not your wrath vpon him wre^c, 
Silh he cannot expresse his simple mindc, 

Ne yours conceiue, ne but by tokens speake : 
Small praise to prouc your powre on wight so 
wcake. 


Wi t hsuch faire wordsshedid their heateasswage , 
And thestrongoourseof theirdispleasure breake, 
That they to pitty turnd their former rage, 
^d each sought to supply the office of her page. 


hauing all things well about her dight, 

•She on her way cast forward to proaedc, 
And they her foirthoorKliicted, where they might 
Rnde harbour fit to comfort her great needc. 
For now her wounds corruption gan to breed ; 
And eke this Squire, who likewise wounded was 
^ that same Monster late, for keke of heed, 
Now gan to faint, and further could not pas 
feeblenesse, wbicb all his limbes op> 
pressed has. 


So forth they rode towther all in troupe, 

To seeke some place , me which mote yeeld some 

ease 

To these sicke twaine, tho t now be^ todroupc, 
And all the way the Prince sought to apfieasc 
The bitter anguish of their sharpe disease, 
By ail the courteous mcancs he could inuent, 
Somewhile with merry purpose fit to please, 
And otherwhile with good encouragement, 
To make them to endure the pains, did them 
torment. 

Mongst which, Serena did to him relate 
The foule discourt'sics and vnknigbtly parts, 
Which Turpine had vnto her shewed late, 
Without compassion of her cruell smarts, 
Although Blandina did with all her arts 
Him omerwise perswade, all that she might ; 
Yet he of malice, witlwut her desarts, 

Not onely her excluded late at night, 

But also trayterously did wound her weary 
Knight ^ 

Wherewith the Prince sore moued, there auoud, 
That soone as he returned backe againe, 

He would auericc th’abuscs of that proud 
And shameful) Knight, of whom she did com- 
plaine. 

This wire did they each other entertaine, 

To passe the tedious trauell of the way ; 

Till towards night they came vnto a plaine, 
By which a little Hermitage there lav, 

Far from all neighbourhood, the which annoy 
it may. 

And nigh thereto a little Chappell stoode. 
Which being all with Yuy ouerspred, 

Deckt all the roofe, and shadowing the roode, 
Seem’d like a groue fairc braunch^ ouer bed ; 
Therein the Hermite, which his life here led 
In streight obseruaunce of religious vow, 

Was wont his howres and holy things to bed ; 
And therein he likewise was praying now, 
Whenas these Knights arriu’a, tncy wist not 
where nor how. 

They stayd not there, but streight way in did 

wE^ when the Hermite present saw in place, 
From his deuotion streight he troubled was ; 
Which breaking off he toward them did pace, 
With stayed steps, and grauc beseeming pace: 
For well it seem’d, that whilome he hod beene 
Some goodly person, and of ^tle race, 

That could his good to all, and well did weene. 
How each to entertaine with curt’iie well 
beseene. 
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And soothly it was sayd by common fame, 

So long as age enabled him thereto, 

That he had bene a man of mickle name, 
Renowmed much in armes and dernng doe : 
Rut being aged now and weary to 
Of warresdehght, and worlds contentious toyle. 
The name of knighthood he did disauow, 
And hanging vp his armes and warlike Sj)0yle, 
From all this worlds incombraunce did himselfe 
assoylc. ^ 

He thence tliem led into his Hermitage, 
lotting their steedes to graze vpon the greene : 
Small was his house, and like a little cage, 
For his owne turne, yet inly neate and dene, 
Deckt with grecnc boughes, and flowers gay 
bescenc. 

Therein he them full faire did entertainc 
Not with sucli forged showes, as litter bccne 
For courting foolcs, that curtesies would faine. 
But with entire affection and appearaunce 
plainc. 

39 

Yet was their fare but homely, such as hee 
Did vse, his feeble body to sustaine ; 

Tlie which full gladly they did take in glee, 
Such as it was, nc did of want complaine, 

But being well sufliz’d, them rested faine. 
But faire Seraie all night could take no rest, 
Ne vet that gentle Squire, for grieuous paine 
Oftheirlatewoiuidc's,thcwhichthe/ii!a/a«//?<>«5/ 

Had giuen them, whose griefe through suf- 
fraunce sore mcreast, 

40 

So all that night they past in great disease, 
Till that the morning, bringing earely light 
To guide mens labours, brought them alsoeasc, 

And someasswagomentoftheirpainefull plight. 

Then vp they rose, and gan them selucs todight 
Vnto their iourney ; but that Squire aiKl Dame 
So faint and feeble were, tliat they ne might 
Endure to traucll, nor one foote to frame : 
Their hearts were sicke, their sides were sore, 
their feete were lame. 

41 

'ITjercforethePrince,whonigreataffairesinmynd 

Would not permit, to make there lenger stay, 
Was forced there to Icaue them both behynd, 
In that good Hermits charge, whom hedid pray 

To tend them well. So forth he went his way, 
^ saluage, that whyleare 
Seeing his royall vsage and array, 

Was greatly grownc in loue of that braue pere, 
Would needes depart, as shall declared be else- 
where. 


Cant VI. 

Tk^ Hermite heaks both Squire and dame 
Of Oietr sore maladies : 

He Turpine doth defeate, and shame 
For his late villanies. 

1 

No wound, which warlike hand of enemy 
Inflicts with dint of sword, so sore doth light, 
As doth the poysnous sting, which infamy 
infixeth in the name of noble wight : 
hor by no art, nor any leaches might 
It euer can recured be againe ; 

Ne all the skill, which that immortall spnght 
Of Podalyrtus did in it retaine, 

Can remedy such hurts ; such hurts are helbsh 
pame. 

2 

Such were the wounds, the which that Blatant 
Beast 

Made in the Ixxlies of that Squire and Dame ; 
And being sucli, were now much more increast, 
hor want of taking heede vnto the same, 
That now corrupt and curelesse they became. 
Ilowbe that carcfull Hermite did his best, 
With many kindes of medianes mecte, to tame 
The [xiysnous humour, which did most infest 
Ihcir ranckling wour.ds, and eucry day them 
duely drest. 

3 

For he right well in Leaches craft was scene, 
And through the long experience of his dayc's, 
Which had in many fortunes tossed beene, 
And pa.st through many perillous assayes, 

He knew the diuerse went of mortall wa)C5, 
And in the mindes of men had great insight , 
Which with sage counsell, when they went 
astray. 

He could enforme, and them reduce aright, 
And al the passions heale, which wound the 
weaker spright. 

4 

For whylome he had bene a doughty Knight, 
As any one, that liued in his daies, 

And proued oft in many perillous fight, 

Of which he grace and glory wonne alwaies, 
And in all battels bore away the bales. 

But being now attacht with timely age, 

And weary of this worlds vnquict waies, 

He twke him selfe vnto this Hermitage, 

In which he liu’d alone, like carelesse bird in 
cage. 
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One day, as he was searching of their wounds, 
He found that they had festrcd primly. 

And ranckling inward with vnruly stounds, 
The inner parts now can to putrify, 

ITut quite they seemM past neipe of surgery, 
And rather ne^cd to be discipllndc 
With holesonie reede of sad sobnety, 

To rule the stubborne rage of passion blinde : 
Giue salues to euery sore, but counsell to ilie 
niindc. ^ 

So taking them apwt mto his cell. 

He to tliat point fit speaches gan to frame, 

As he the art of words knew wondrous well, 
And eke could doe, as well as say the same, 
And thus he to them sayd ; Faire daughter 
Dame, 

And you faire sonne, which here thus long now 
lie 

In piteous languor, since ye hither came, 

In vaine of me ye hope for remcdie, 

And I likewise in vaine doe salues to you applic. 

For m your selfe your onely helpe doth lie. 

To heale your selues, and must proceed alone 
From your ownc will, to cure your nuladie. 
Who cun him cure, that will be cur’d of none ? 
If therefore health ye seeke, obserue tfiis one. 
First lc‘arne your outward sences to refraine 
From tilings, tliat slirre vp frarle aflection ; 
Your eics, your earcs, your tongue, your talk 
restraine 

From that they most affect, and in due termes 
containe. „ 

o 

For from those outward sences ill affected, 
'Fhe seede of all this euill first doth spring, 
Which at the first before it had infected. 

Mote easie be supprest with little thing ; 

But being growen strong, it forth doth bring 
Sorrow, and anguish, and im|>aticnt [xnne 
In th ’inner parts, and lastly scattering 
Contagious poyson close through euery vaine, 
It neuer rests, till i t haue wrought his finall bane. 

9 

For that beastet teeth, which wounded you 
tofore, 

Are so exceeding venemous and keene, 

Made all of rusty yron, ranckling sore, 

"Hut where they bite, it booteth not to weene 
With salue, or antidote, or other mene 
It euer to amend : ne maruaile ouj^t ; 
that same beast was bred of hellish strenc, 
long in darksome Sty^n den vpbrought, 
«got of loule Echidna^ as m bookes is taught. 


!• 

Echidm is a Monster direfull drwl, 

Whom Gotlsdoe hate, and iieaueiis abhor to see ; 
So ludeous IS her sha|)e, so huge her hed, 

That euen the hellish hends allrighUK] bee 
At sight tliereof, und from her presence flee: 
Yet did her face and lunner jiarts professc 
A iaire young Mayden, full ot comely glee ; 
But all her liinder parts did pLune expressc 
A monstrous Dragon, full ol feardull vglmcsse 

II 

To her the Gods, for her so dreadfull face. 

In fearefull darkenesse, furthest from the skie, 
And from ihc earth, appointed liauc her place, 
Mongst rocks and caues, where she enrold doth 
he 

In ludeous horrour and obscurity, 

Wasting the strength of her iimnorlall age. 
There did Typhoon witli her Lom|.)any, 

Cruell Typhoon, whose' terniJesluous rage 
Make th’neauens tremble oil, and hmi with 
vowes ass wage. 

Ol that conunixtion they did then beget 
This hellish Dog, llul hight the Blatant Bmf ; 
A wicked Monster, tliat his tongue doth whet 
Gainst all, both good and bad, both most and 
least, 

And pourcs his poysnous gall forth to infest 
Tlie noblest wights with notable defame: 
Ne euer Knight, that bore so lofty creast, 
Ne euer Lady of so honest name, 

But he them sjiotted with reprocJi, or secrete 
sluunc. 

In vaine therefore it were, with medi(ine 
To goc about to salue such kynd of sore, 
Tliat rather needes wise read and discipline, 
Tlien outwurd salues, lluit may augment it 
more. 

Aye me (say«] then Serena sighing sore) 

What ho|x: of hcl()e doth then for vs rcmaiiie, 
If that no salues may vs to health restore ? 
Butsith we need good counsell(sayd theswaine) 
Aread good sire, some counsell, that may vi 
sustaine. 

The best (sayd he) tlut I can you aduize. 

Is to auoide the occasion of the ill : 

For when the cause, whence cuill doth arize, 
Remoued is, th’effect surccaselh still. 
Abstainefrom pleasure, and restraine your will, 
Subdue desire, and bridle loose delict, 

Vse scanted diet, and forbeare your fill. 
Shun secresie, and talke in open sight : 

So shall you soonc repoire your present cuill 
plight. 
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Thus hauing sayd, his sickely patients 
Did gladly hearken to his graue beheast, 

And kept so well his wise conunaundements, 
That in short sj;^ their malady was ceast, 
And eke the biting of that harmefull Beast 
Was throughly heal’d. Tho when they did 
perceaue 

Their wounds recur’d, and forces reincreast, 
Of that good Hermite both they tooke their 
leaue, 

And went both on their way, ne ech would other 

leaue. . 

i 6 

But each the other vow’d t’accompany, 

The Lady, for that she was much in dred, 
Now left alone in great extremity, 

The Squire, for that he courteous was indeed, 
Would not her leaue alone in her great need. 
So both together traueld, till they met 
With a faire Mayden clad in mourning weed, 
Vpon a mangy lade vnmectcly set, 

And a lewd foole her leading thorough dry and 
wet. 

17 

But by what meanes that shame to her befell, 
And how thereof her selfe she did acquite, 

I must a while forbeare to you to tell ; 

Till that, as comes by course, I doe recite, 
What fortune to the Briton Prince did lite. 
Pursuing that proud Knight, the which 
whilcare 

Wrought to Sir Calidorf so foule despight ; 
And eke his Lady, though she sickcly were, 
So lewdly had abusde, as ye did lately heare. 

18 

The Prince according to the former token. 
Which faire Screm to him deliucred had. 
Pursu’d him streight, in mynd tobeneywroken 
Of all the vile demeane, and vsage Iwd, 

With which he had those two so ill bestad : 
Ne wight with him on that aduenture went, 
But that wylde man, whom though hcoft forbad, 
Yet for no bidding, nor for being shent. 
Would he restrayned be from his attendernent. 

.*9 

Arriuing there, as did by chaunce befall, 
lie found the gate wyde ope, and in he rode, 
Ne stayd, till that he came into the hall : 
Where soft dismounting like a weary lode, 
Vpon the ground with feeble feete he trode, 
As he vnable were for very neede 
To moue one foote, but there must make 
abode; 

The whiles the saluage man did take his steede. 
And in some stable nearc did set him vp tofeede. 


20 

Ere long to him a homely groome there came, 

That in rude wise him asked, what he was. 

That durst so boldly, without let or shame. 
Into his Lords forbidden hall to passe. 

To whom the Prince, him fayning to embase, 
Mylde answer made ; he was an errant Knight’ 
The which was fall’n into this feeble case, 
Through many wounds, which lately he in f^ght 
Receiued had, and prayd to pitty his ill plight. 

21 

But he, the more outrageous and bold, 
Sternely did bid him quickely thence auaunt. 
Or deare aby, for why his Lord of old 
Did hate all errant lOughts, which there did 
haunt, 

Ne lodging would to any of them graunt, 

And therefore lightly bad him packe away. 
Not sjiaring him with bitter words to taunt ; 
And therewithal! rude hand on him did lay. 
To thrust him out of dore, doing his worst assay. 


22 

Which when the Saluage comming now in place, 
Beheld, eftsoones he all enraged grew. 

And running streight vj)on that villaine base. 
Like a fell Lion at him fiercely flew, 

And with his teeth and nailes, in present vc\n, 
Him rudely rent, and all to peeces tore : 

So miserably him all helpelesse slew, 

'Fhat with the noise, whilcst he did loudly rore, 
The people of the house rose forth in great 
vprore. 

Who when on ground they saw their fellow 
skune. 

And tliat same Knight andSaluagestanding b) , 
V|X)n them two they fell with might and mainc, 
And on them layd so huge and horribly, 

As if they would haue shine them present!} . 
Ikit the bold Prince defended him so well, 
And their assault withstood so mightily. 
That maugre all their might, he did rcj^ll, 
And l)cat them back, whilest many vndemeath 
him fell. 

24 


Yet he them still so sha^ly did pursew, 
Tluit few of them he left aliue, which fled, 
Tliose euill tidings to their Lord to shew. 
Who hearing how his people badly sped, 
Cameforth in hast : where when as with thedead 
He saw the ground all strow’d, and that same 
Knight 

.\ndsalua^ with theirbloud fresh steemingred, 
He woxenighmad with wrath and fell despight. 
And with rcprochfull words him thus besf^e 
on hight. 


FAERIE QVEENE. 


36< 


Art thou be, traytor, ^t with treason vile, 
Hast slaine my men in this vnmanly maner, , 
And now triumphest in the piteous spoilt | 
Of these poore folk, whose loules witn black 
dishonor 

And fouledehune doe decke thy bloudy baner ? 
The meede whereof shall shortly be thy shame, | 
And wretchedend,whkhstillattendeth on her. i 
With that him selfe to battell he did frame ; 
So did his forty yeomen, which there with him 
came. 

With dreadfull force they all did him assaile, 
And round about with boystrous strokes 
oppresse, 

That on his shield did rattle like to haile 
In a ^eat tempest ; that in such distresse, 
He wist not to whi(^ side him to addresse. 
And eucrmorc that crauen cowherd Knight 
Was at his backe with heartlesse heedinesse, 
Wayting if he vnwares him murther might : 
For cowsuxlize doth still in villany delight. 

27 

Whereof whenas the Prince was well aware, 

He to him tumd with furious intent, 

And him against his powre gan to prepare ; 
Like a fierce Bull, that being busie bent 
To fight with many foes about him ment, 
Feeling some curre behinde his heeles to bite, 
Tumes him about with fell auengement ; 

So likewise tumde the Prince vpon the Knight, 
And layd at him amaine with all his will and 
might. ^ 

Who when he once his dreadfull strokes had 
tasted, 

Durst not the furie of his force abyde, 

But turn’d abacke, and to retyre him hasted 
Through the thick prease, there thinking him 
to hyde. (eyde, 

But when the Prince had once him pimnely 
He foot by foot him followed alway, 

Ne would him suffer once to shrinke asyde 
But ioyning close, huge lode at him dia lay : 
Who flying still did ward, and warding fly away. 

29 

But when his foe he still so eger saw, 

Vnto his heeles himselfc he did betake, 
Hoping vnto some refuge to withdraw : 

Ne would the Prince him euer foot forsake, 
Where so he went, but after him did make. 
He fled from roomc to roome,fr(an place topbcc, 
Whylesteueryioyntfordreadofdeathdidqw^ 
Scmkmldng alter him, that did him chace ; 
T^tinadehimetiermoreincrease his speedie pace. 


At last he vp into the chamber came, 

Whereas his loue was sitting all alone, 
Wayting what tydings of her folke became. 
There did the Prince him ouertake anonc. 
Crying in vaine to her, him to bemone ; 

And with his sword him ontheheaddidsmyte, 
That to the ground he fell in senselcsse swone : 
Yet whether thwart or flatly it did lyte, 

The tempred steele did not into his braynepan 

byt*. 3, 

Which when the Ladie saw, with great affright 
She starting vp, began to shricke aloud. 

And with her garment couering him from sight , 
Seem’d vnder her protection him to sliroud ; 
And falling lowly at his feet, her bowd 
Vpon her knee, mtreating him for grace, 

And often him besought, and prayd,and vowd ; 
That with the ruth of her so wretched case, 
He stayd his second strooke, and did his hand 
abase. 

Her weed she then withdrawing, did him 
discoucr, 

Who now come to himsclfe, yet would not rire, 
Rut still did lie as dead, and quake, and quiuer, 
That euen the Prince his bascncsse did despise, 
And eke his Dame him seeing in such guize, 
Gan him recomfort, and from ground to rcare. 
Who asing vp at last in ghastly wise, 

Like trouSca ghost did dreadfully appearc, 
As one that had no life him left througn former 

33 

Whom when the Prince so deadly saw dismayd, 
He for such bascncsse shamefully him shent, 
And with sharpe words did bitterly vpbrayd ; 
Vile cowheard doege, now doe I rnuen repent, 
That euer I this ufe vnto thee lent, 

Whereof thou caytiue so vnworlhic art ; 
That both thy loue, for lackc of hardiment, 
And eke thy selfe, for want of manly hart, 
And ekeall knights hast shamed with this knight • 
lessepart. 

34 

Yet further hast thou heaped shame 10 shame, 
And crime to crime, by this thy cowheard feare. 
For first it was to thee rcprochfull blame, 

To erect this wicked custome, which I heare, 
Gainst errant Knights and Ladies thou dost 
reare ; 

Whom when thou mayst, thou dost of aims 
despoile, 

Or of their vpper garment, which they weare: 
Yet doest thou not with manhood, out with 
ipiile 

Maintainethiseuillvse,thyfoes thereby tofoile. 
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And lastly in approuance of thy wrong, 

To shew such iaintnesse and foule cowardize, 
Is greatest shanM: for oft it falles, that strong 
And valiant knights doe rashly enterprize, 
Either for fanie, or else for exercize, 

A wroDgfull quarrell to maintaine by 6ght ; 
Yet haue, through prowesse and their brauc 
emprize, 

Gotten great worship in this worldes sight. 
For greater force there needs to maintaine 
wrong, then right. 
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Yet since thy life vnto this Ladie fayre 
I giucn haue, liue in reproch and scome ; 

Ne euer armes, ne euer knighthood dare 
Hence to profcsse : for shame is to adorne 
With so braue badges one so basely borne ; 
But onely breath sith that I did forgiue. 

So hauing from his craucn bodie tome 
Those goodly armes, he them away did giue 
And onely sunred him this wretched life to liue. 
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There whilest he thus was setling things aboue, 
Atwene that Ladie myld and recreant knight, 
To whom his life he grauntcd for her louc, 
He gan bethinke him, in what perilous plight 
He had behynd him left that saluage wight. 
Amongst so many foes, whom sure he thought 
% this quite slainc in so vncquall fight : 
Therefore descending backe in haste, he sought 
If yet he were aliue, or to destruction brought. 

38. 

There he him found enuironed about 
With slaughtred bodies, which his hand had 
slaine, 

And laying yet a fresh with courage stout 
Vpon tne rest, that did aliue remaine ; 
mom he likewise right sorely did constraine. 
Like scattred shcepe, to secke for safetie, 
After he rotten had with busie poine 
Some of their weapons, which thereby did lie, 
With which he laya about, and made them fast 
to file. 

. 39 

Whom when tne Prince so felly saw to rage, 
Approchiog to him ncare, his hand he suyd, 
And sought, by malung sigi^, him toasswage; 
Who them peroeiuing, streight to him obayd, 
Ai to his L^, and oowae his weapons layd, 
As if he long M to his heasts bene trayned. 
Thence he hua brought away, and vp conuayd 
Into the chaaih!^i where that Dame remayn^ 
With her knight, who ill him enter- 

tayned. 
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Whom when the Saluage sawfromdaunger free, 
Sitting beside his La& there at ease, 

He well remonbred, that the same was hee, 
Which lately sought his Lord for to displease: 
Tho all in rage, he on him streight did seaze. 
As if he would in peeces him haue rent ; 

And were not, that the Prince did him appeaze, 
He had not left one limbe of him vnrent : 

But streighthe held hishand at his commaunde* 
ment. 

Thus hauing all things well in peace ordayned, 
The Prince himselfe there all that night did 
rest, 

Where him Blandina fayrely entertayned, 
With all the courteous glee and goodly feast, 
The wliich for him she could imagine best. 
For well she knew the wayes to win good will 
Of euery wight, that were not too infest, 

And how to pl^ the minds of good and ill, 
Through tempering of her words al^ lookes by 
wondrous skill 

4^ 

Yet were her words and lookes but klse and 
fayned, 

To some hid end to make more easie way, 
Or to allure such fondlings, whom she trayned 
Into her trap vnto their owne decay : 
Thereto, wb^ needed, she could weepe and 
pray. 

And whenherlisted, she could hiwneand flatter ; 
Now smyling smoothly, like to sommers day, 
Now glooming sadly, so to cloke her matter 
Yet were her words but wynd, and all her teares 
but water, 
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Whether such grace were giuen her by kynd, 
As women wont their roilefull wits to guyde ; 
Or leam’d the art to please, I doe not fyim. 
This well 1 wote, that she so well applyde 
Her pleasing tongue, that soone she pacifyde 
The wrathfull Prince, and wrought her hus- 
bands peace. 

Who natheksse not therewith satisfyde, 

His rancorous despight did not relea^, 

Ne secretly from tho^t of fell reuenge sur- 


For all that Dight,the why les the Prince did rest 
In carelesee cou<^, not weeting what was ment , 
He watcht in close awa^t with weapons prest, 
Willing to worke his viUenous intent 
On hiz^ that had so shamefully him sbent : 
Yet dunt he not for very cowardize 
Effect tbesame,whylestallthei^twas^)eiit 
The monow next the Prince did early, im 
And passed forth, to follow his first entetpe^ 
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rarptw it Ix^, hit aw h^hu 
dM tflm Owr ireams mud, 

Fayn MirMlaa fnmUuiuHt 
fir louts disdaiiu detreed. 

1 

Like as the gentle hart it selfe bcwiaycs, 

In doing gentle deedes with feanke delight, 
Eucn so the baser mind it selfe displayS, 

In cancred malice and reuengefulfspight. 
For to maligne, t*enuie, t*vsc shUtii.g slight, 
Be amiments of a vile donghill mind, 

Which what it dare not doe by open might, 
To workc by wicked treason wayes doth find, 

By such discourteous deeds discouering his base 

land. 

2 

T^twellaroearesin this discourteous knight, 
coward Turpine, whereof now I treat ; 
Who notwithstanding that in former fig* 

He (rf the Prince his life reoeiued late. 

Yet in his inind malitious and ingrate 
He gw deuize, to be auaig*d anew 
For^ that shame, which kmdled inwardhate. 
rberefore so soone as he was out of vew, 
Hmselfe in hast he arm’d, and did him fiist 
pursew. 



— — tupu pmw: uc inoie espy, 

Where he mote worke him scath and villeny. 
At last he met two knights to him vnknowne, 
loe which were armed both agreeably, 

And both combynd, what cuer cfaaunce were 
hlowne, 

Betwixt them to diuide, and e ach to "v^Vf his 
owne. 

To whom oommiiig oourteouily. 

To cloke the mischiefe, wl^ he inly ment, 
to complaine of great discourtesic, 

Which astraunge knight, that near* afore him 

went, 

^ do« to him, and his deare Lodie sbent : 
Which if they would afford him ayde at need 
to auenge, in time oonoenient, 
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'IW[^t*Weeu’d.tU«Uhe«yd,,m,h,^ 

^ etedwirousoflheoflTSmeed, ^ 



That 
speed ? 


puniihl 


He ^ (said Turpim) there not farre afore, 
With a wyld man soft footing by his syde. 
“iat if ye list to haste a litle more, 
ouertake in timely tyde. 
Efteooncstheyprickedforlhwi^ 

Aj^ ere that utle while they ridden hao. 

The gentle Prince not farre away they spyde, 
Ryding a softly pace with portance sad, 
Dcumngof his louemorc, then of daungerdrad. 

7 

TJct me of them aloud vnto him cryde, 

Biddnghimtumeagaine,falsetraytourknight, 

Fwle womanwronger, for he him defyde. 
With that they both at once with equal! spight 
Did bend their speares, and both with equal] 

, [rnarlce, 

^inst him ran ; but th’one did misse his 
And being carried with his force forthright, 
Gl^nst swiftly by ; like to that heauenly sparke, 
Which glyding through the ayre ligbU all the 
beauens darke. ^ 

.better, did him nnite 

nn! impetuous powre, 

piat all his launce in pceces shiuered quite, 
And ^ttered all about, fell on the flowre. 
But the stout Prince, with much more stcilv 
stowre ^ 

Full on his beuer did him strike so sore, 

ground him bore, 
Wherestillhe bathed lay in hisownebloodygore. 

9 

As when a cast of Faulcons make their flight 
m an Herneshaw, that lyes aloft on wfag, 

The whyles they strike at him with be^Seste 
might, 

T^ warie foule his bill doth backward wring ; 
^wh^thefint,whoBeforcehcrfir8tdothhi& 
3?^ through the bodic d^ engore, 
™twlethdownetoground likesenseieMeafag. 
Botth 0^ not 10 swift, as she before, 

Faylei (rf her souse, and passing by doth hort 

no more. 
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By this the other, which was passed by, 
nimselle recouering, was return’d to fight ; 
Where when he saw his fellow lifelesse ly, 

He much was darted with so dismall sight ; 
Yet nought abating of his former spight, 

Let driue at him with so malitious mynd, 

As if he would haue passed through himquight : 
But the Steele-head nostedfast hold could fynd, 
But glaundng by, deoeiu’d him of that he 
desynd. 


Perdie (said he) in euill houre it fell, 

That euer 1 for meed did vndertake 
So hard a taske, as life for hyre to sell ; 

The which 1 earst aduentur’a for your sake. 
Witne8Bethewounds,and this wydebloudie lake. 
Which ye may sec yet all about me steeme. 
Therefore now yeeld, as ye did promise make, 
My due reward, the which rig^t well 1 deeme 
I yearned haue, that lifesodearely did redeeme. 

i6 


Not so the Prince : for hb well learned speare 
Tooke surer hould, and from his horses backe 
Aboue a launces length him forth did beare, 
And gainst the cold hard earth so sore him 
strake, 

That all his bones in peeces nigh he brake. 
Where seeing him so lie, he left his steed. 

And to him leaping, vengeance thought to take 
Of him, for all hb former follies meed. 

With flaming sword in hand lib terror more to 
breed. 

The fearefull swayne beholding death so nie, 
Cryde out aloud for mercie him to saue ; 

In lieu whereof he would to him dcscrie, 
Great treason to him meant, hb life to rcauc. 
ThePr ince soone hearkned , and his 1 i fe f orgaue. 
Then thus said he. There is a straunger knight, 
The which for promise of great meed, vs draue 
To thb attempt, to wreake hb hid despight. 
For that himselfe thereto did want sufficient 
might. 

The Prince much mused at such villenic. 

And sayd ; Now sure ye well haue earn’d your 


meed, 

For th’one b dead, and th’other soone shall die, 
Vnlcsse to me thou hether bring with speed 
The wretch, thathyr’d you to thb wicked deed. 
He glad of life, and willing eke to wreake 
The guilt on him, which did thb mbchiefe 
breed, 

Swore by hb sword, that neither day nor weeke 
He would surceasse, but him, where so he were, 
would sccke. 

*4 

So vp he rose, and forth streight way he went 
Back e to the place, where T urpine late he lore ; 
There he him found in great astonishment. 
To see him so bedight with bloodie gore, 

And gr^ly wounds that him appalled sore. 
Y et wui at length he said , How now Sir knight? 
What ineaneth thb, which here I see before ? 
How fortuneth thb foule vneomely plight, 
So different from that, which earst ye seem’d in 
light? 


But where then b (quoth he halfc wrothfully) 
Where b the bootie, which therefore 1 bought. 
That cursed caytiue, my strong enemy. 
That recreant knight, whose hated life I soi^t ? 
Andwhereisekeyourfriend,whichhalfeitought? 
He lyes (said he) vpon the cold bore ground, 
Slayne of that errant knight, with whom he 
fought ; 

Whom afterwards my selfe with many a wound 
Did slay againe, as ye may see there in the 
stound. 

17 

Thereof false Turpin was full glad and faine, 
And needs with him streight to the place 
would ryde, 

Where he himselfe might see hb foeroan slaine ; 
For else hb feare could not be satisfyde. 

So as they rode, he saw the way all dyde 
With streames of bloud ; which tracting by 
the trade, 

Ere long they came, whereas in euill tyde 
That other swayne, like ashes deadly pale, 
Lay in the lap of death, rewing hb wretched 

>8 

I Much did the Crauen sceme to mone hb case, 
That for hb sake hb deare life had forgone ; 

' And him bewayling with affection hose. 

Did counterfeit kind pittie, where was none : 
For wheres no courage, thercs no ruth nor mone. 
Thence passing forth, not farre away he found, 
Whereas the Prince himselfe lay all alone, 
Loosely displayd vpon the grassie ^ound, 
Possessed of sweete sleepe, that luld him soft in 
swound. 

1.9 

Wearie of trauell in hb former fi^t, 

He there in shade himselfe bad Uyd to r&t, 
Hauing hb armes and warlike things vndigfat, 
Fearelesse of foes that mote hb peace mol&t; 
Thewhyleshbsaluage page, that wont be prest. 
Was wandred in the wood another way, 

To doe some thing, that seemed to him best, 
'Hie wfayles hb Lo^ in siluer slomber lay, 
Like to the Eueningstarre adorn’d withtlnwy 
ay. 
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Whom when as Turpin saw so loosely layd, 
He wecDed well, that be in deed was dead, 
Like as that other knight to him bad sayd : 
But when be niA approcht, he mote aread 
Plaine signes in him of life and liuelihead. 
Whereat much grieu'd against that straunger 
knight, 

That him too light of credence did mislead, 
He would haue backe retyred from that sight 
That was to him on earth the deadest despight 

21 

But that same knight would not once let hirr. 
start. 

But plainely gan to him declare the case 
Of all his mischiefc, and late lucklesse smart ; 
How both he and his fellow there in place 
Were vanauished, and put to foule disgrace, 
And how that he in lieu of life him lent, 

Had vow’d vnto the victor, him to trace 
And follow through the world, where so he 
went, 

Till that he him deliuercd to his punishment. 
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He therewith much abashed and afirayd, 
to tremble cuery limbe and vame ; 
softly whispering him, entyrely prayd, 
T aduue him better, then by such a traine 
Him to betray vnto a straunger swaine ; 

c®*^seld him contrarywize, 

^ith he likewise did wrong by him sustaine, 
lo loyne with him and vengeance to deuire, 
hylest tune did offer meanes him sleeping to 
surpnze. 

23 

Nathcte for all his speach, the gentle knight 
Would not be tempted to such villenie, 
Itording more his faith, which he did plight. 
^1 were it to his mortall enemie, 

Tien to entrap him by fake treacherie : 

Jj^cat s^e in lieges blood to be embrew’d. 
^us whylest tliey were debating diuerslie, 
Saluage forth out of the wood issew’d 
vewy^ whereas his Lordhe sleeping 

saw those twosoncarc him stand, 

Hedoubtedmuchwhatmotctheirrocaningbec, 

And throwing downc his load out of his hand, 
IT 7?^ 8^^ store of forrest frute, which hcc 
for his food late gathered from the tree, 
‘iTOseUe vnto his weapon he betoolte, 

the roM ; which he so stemely shooke, 
lhat tn hazell wand, it quiuered and 
quooke. 


WJetMt the ftince awaking, when he ipyde 
Tbt tiaytour Turpin with^ other knikt, 
He started vp, and snatching neare his syde 
sword, the seniant oi his miAt. 
Uke a fell Lvoo leaped to him light, 

And his left hand vpon his coHarkyd 
Therewith the cowheard deaded with tfiright, 
fell ttat to ground, ne word vnto him sayd. 
But holding vp his hands, with silence mercie 
prayd. 

, 26 

But he $0 full of indignation was, 

That to his prayer nought he would incline, 
But as he lay vpon the humbled gras. 

His foot he set on his vile nccke, in signe 
^ scruile yoke, that nobler harts repine, 
^cn letting him arise like abiect thrall. 

He gan to him obiect his haynous crime. 

And to reuile, and rate, and recreant call, 
And lastly to despoyle of knightly bannerall. 


27 

Ajid after all, for greater infamic. 

He bv the hceles him hung vpon a tree, 

And baffuld so, that all which passed by, 
Hie picture of his punishment might see. 
And by the like ensample warned bee, 

How eucr they through treason doc treapasie 
But lurne we now backe to that Ladie free, 
Whom late we left rydmg vpon an Assc 
Led by a Carle and foole, which by her side did 
posse. 

28 

She was a Ladie of great dignitie 
I And lifted vp to honorable place, 

I Famous through all the land of Faerie, 
Thoi^ of mcone parentage and kindred base, 
Yet deckt with wondrous giftes of natures 
grace, 

piat all men did her person much admire, 
^d praise the feature of her goodly face 
The beames whereof did kindle louely fire 
In th’harts of many a knight, and many a gentle 
squire. ^ 

29 

she thereof grew proud and insolent, 
none she worthic thought to be her fere, 
wt soomd them all, that louc vnto her ment, 
Yet was she lou’d of many a worthy pere, 
Vnworthy she to be belou’d so dcrc, 

That could not weigh of worthincise aridit. 
m beautie is more glorious bright and dere, 
Tm more it is admird of many 1 wjght. 

And n^lest she, that serued is ot noblest 
knight. 
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But this coy I>dmzell thought coiitrariwize, 
That such proud looks would make her 
praysed more ; 

And that the more she did all loue despize, 
'fhe more would wretched loucrs lier ^ore. 
What cared she, who sighed for her sore, 

Or who did wayle or watch the wearie night ? 
Let them that list, their lucklesse lot deplore ; 
She was borne free, not hound to any wight, 
And so would euer hue, and loue her owne 
delight. 

Through such her stubborne stifnessc, and hard 
hart, 

Many a wretch, for want of reirudic, 

Did languish long in lifeconMinung smart, 
And at tiic last tfirough dreary dolour die : 
Why lest she, the Lidic of her hberlie. 

Did boast her beautie iiad such soucrainc 
might, 

lliat witn the onely twinckle of her eye, 

She could or saue, or spill, whom she would 
hight. 

Wlut could the Gods doc more, but doe it more 
aright ? 

But loc the rio<ls, that mortal! follies vcw, 

Did worthily reuenge this maydens pride ; 
And nought regarding her so goodly law, 

Did laugh at her, that many did deride. 
Wildest she did wecjK', of no nun mercilide 
For on a dav, when Cuptd kepi his court. 

As he is wont at eadi Saint Xalmtide, 

Viito tiie vvhuh all louirs d(x* resort, 
lliat of their loues successe they there may make 
report ; 

It fortun’d then, tliat wlan the nmles were red, 
Inwhirhtheiiamesof alllouesfolke were fyled. 
That uuny there were missiug.wluchwere ded. 
Or kept m bands, or from llieir loiics exylcil. 
Or by some other vioUme desixiyU-il. 

Which when as Cupid lu.ird, ht we\t<l wroth, 
And doubting to lx: wrongetl, or biguvlid, 
lie bad his e^es to Ix’ vnhlindhtld both, 
That he might see lus men, and muster them In 

Tlien found he many missing of lus crew, 
Whkh wont dex* suit and seniux* to his might ; 
Of whom what w’.ls bccomen, no man knew 
Therefore a lurie wms im(vineld sfreighl, 
T’enqmreof them, w hether by fon e,orsleighl. 
Or their ow’nc guilt, the\ were awav crmiiayd 
To whom foulc hifumic, and fell Despt^hi 
Gaue eiiidence, that thev were all Ixtravd, 
And murdred auelly by a rebellious Mayd. 


Fayre Mtrabella was her name, whereby 
Of all those crymes she there indited was : 
All which when Cuptd heard, he by and by 
In great displeasure, wild a Capias 
Shouldissueforth,t’attaclithatscornefulIlavs 
The warrant straight was made, and then 
withall 

A Bayhefie errant forth in post did passe, 
Whom they by name there Fortamore did call 
He which doth summon louers to loues ludge 
ment hall. , 
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The damzell was attacht, and shortly broiigh 
Vnto the Iwrre, whereas she was array ned 
Ihitshe thereto nould pkad,nor answere oiighi 
Eueii forstublxirne pride, which herrestrayned 
So nidgemcnt just, as is by law ordayned 
In cases like, whidi when at last she saw, 

Her stulitxirnehari , which loue bcforedisdayned, 
{i.uistoii[K.',atidfallingflownewilh humble awi. 
Cryde mcrao, to abate tlic extremitic of law 

37 . 

The sonne of Venus who is myld by kynd, 

But where he is prouokt with peeuishncsse, 
Vnto her pravns [uteously endvmd, 

And did the rigour of his doome re[)rcssc ; 
Vet not so frtx'lv, but that nathclessc 
He \nto her a jK'nance did im[X)sc, 

Wliidi was, that through lias worlds wyde 
wildcrncs 

She waiKler shoulfl in com|unic of those, 

Till die had sau’d so many loues, as slie did lose 

now she had bene wandring two wlioleyrart'^ 
'rhroiiLdioul the world, in this vmcomcly rasu 
Wasting htr goodlv hew in heaine tearcs, 
.'\nd her gfxxl dayes in dolorous disgrace: 
V’el had ‘^he not in all these tw'O yeares sj^aex. 
Sauixl but two, vet in two yeares Ix-forc, 
'Ihroiigh her dispiteous pride, wildest lorn 
lukt [)Lice, 

She liad dcstnnid two and twenty more 
Ale me, how could her loue m.Tke half amcnT 
therefore ? 
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And now she was NpjHjn the weary way. 
Whin as the gentle bquirc, wi.h fairc Serene, 
Mit her in suth inissccrnirig foule array ; 

I The whiles that migiity man did her demeaiie 
! With all tile ciiill tcmics and cruel! mcane, 
'Hut hccould make; And eeke that angry fool 
W hi Ji follow’d her, w it hrursid hands vncleai t 

VMiippirg her horse, did with his smarting t(xdc 
Oft whip her dainty seUe, and much augment 
her doole. 
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Ne ought it mote auaile her to entreat 
Tlie one or th’other, better her to vse : 

For both so wilful! were and obstinate, 

That all her piteous plaint they did refuse. 
And rather did the more her beale and brusc. 
but most the former villaine, which did k“ad 
Her tyreling ladc, was bent her to abuse ; 
Who though she were with wearincsse mgh 
dead, 

Yet would not let her hte, nor rest a little stead. 

For he was sterne, and terrible by nature, 

And eeke of person huge and hideous, 
Fvwcding much the measure of mans stature, 
And rather like a Gyant monslruous. 
tor sooth he was descended of the hous 
( Jl those old Gyants, which did warres darrainc 
Vgunst the heauen in order liattailous. 

And ''lb to great Orgolw, which was sbinc 
ArOiure.^ when as Vnas Kmght he did 
main tame. 

42 

His lookes were dread full, and lus fiery eies 
Like tv^ ogreat Beacons, gLired bnglitand wyde, 
Glauncmg askew, as if lus enemies 
He scorned in his ouerweenmg jiryde; 

Vnd stalking stately hke a Cnine, did stryde 
\i cilery step vppon the tiptoe's lue, 

And all tlic way lie went, on euery syde 
He g.iz’d alxiut, and stared horribhc. 

As if he with his lookes would all men lerrifie. 

43 

He wore no armour, ne for none did rare, 

As no whit dreading any lining wight ; 

Ibt in a lackct quilled richly rare 
\[)C)n checklaton he was straungely dight, 
And on his head a roll of linnen jihght, 

Like to the Mores of Malaber he wore ; 

\\ ith whu h hislocks.as Llarke as pit diy night, 
Were Ixiund afxiut, and vo)(ied from Ix-forc, 
And m his hand a miglity yron club he Ixire 

44 

Hiis was Dtsdaim, who led that Ladies liorse 
niroiigh thick and thin, through mountain!- 
and through plains, 

t'oinpellmg her, wher she would not, by force, 
Haling her palfrey by the hcmpien raincs. 

But tiiat same foolc, which most incrcast her 
|viincs, 

'Vas Scartu, who hauing in his hand a whip. 
Her therewith yirks, and still when she com- 
plaines, 

The more he laughes,and docs her closely quip, 
To see her sore lament, and bite her tender lip. 


Whose cruiil handling when tliat Seiuire Ix'hcld, 
And saw those vilUnies her so vilelely vse, 
Ills gentle heart witii indignatiun swcld, 

And could no longer fitiire se> great abuse, 

As such a Lady so to Ix.ite and brusc ; 

But to liiin stepping, siieh a stroke him lent, 
That forst himth’fudter from iiis lumd to loose, 
And iiuiugre all Ills might, haeke to rdml : 
KIsc h.id he surely there bene sl.une, or fowly 
shenl. 

'Hie villame, wroth lor greeting liim ‘o sore, 
Gathered liim sdte logetlier soone agieinc, 
And witli his yron ballon, which he Incre, 

Ix-l dnue at him so dreadfully amaine, 

'Iliat for his safety he did him eonstraine 
To gme liim ground, and shill to ciicrv side, 
kalher then once his hiirdeti to suslaine: 
hor iKKitelesse thing him scmied, to abide 
So mighty hlowi'-, or jaoue the puissaiincc of 
Ills nude 

' 47 

Like as a Mastiffc hauing at a hay 
A siduage Hull, whose I'riidl lioiric s dw threat 
Desjierate d.iurigcr, d he tlum .issay, 
Traeeth his ground, luid round aliout doth 
beMt, 

To spy where he mav some adiiatinlage get ; 
'I'hc whiles the beast doth rage and loudly rorer 
Sodifi tile Sf|nire, the whiles the ( uric did fret. 
And fume in liis <li claiiie lull myiai the more, 
And oftentimes by Tiirmafjant and Maliouridi 
swore. 

40 

Natbelessc so shar^nlv still he liim purse wd,, 
lliat at aduantage him at last he lookc, 
When hisfoott*sh[)l{th.i1 shjdiedearelyriwd,) 
And witli his yron t lull toground him strookc ; 
Wliere still he lay, ne out of swoune awookc, 
I’ll! heauy hand the ( arle vfion him layd, 

And Unind him fast: 'I ho when he vp did 
looke. 

And .saw him selfe captm d, he was dnmayd, 
.Ne{>owre had to wilhslar)d,iieliO[)eof any a)d. 

40 

'nien vp he m;ide him rise, and forward fart, 
Ix'd in a roj)C“, winch Imtli his hands did bynd ; 
Nc ought that frxih for [nlty did him spare. 
But with his whip him following behynd, 
Him often srourgM,anr] forst his (eete to fynd ; 
And ot her whi Its wi tli hi 1 1 or moc lets and inowes 
He would him scorne, tliat to his gtnllt mynd 
Was much more grieuons, then the others 
blowes ; 

Words sharpely wound, but greatest griefe of 
scorning growes. 
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The faire Serena, when she saw him fall 
Vnder that villaines club, then surely thought 
That slaine he was, or made a wretched thrall, 
And fled away with all the s[)eede she mought, 
To seeke for safety, which long tune she 
sought : 

And past through many perils by the way. 

Ere she againe to Cakpine was brought ; 

The which discourse as now I must delay, 

Till Mirahellaes fortunes I doe further say. 

Cant. VIII. 

Prince Arlhure ouerc^mes Disdatne, 

Quiles Mirahell jrotn dreed: 

Serena found of Salua^es, 

By Calepine ts freed. 
iWC/XOCOCOCOC/X/XOCOC^^ 

1 

Ye gentle Ladies, in whose soucraine |X)wrc 
Loue hath the glory of his kingdomc left, 

And th' hearts of men, as your cternall dowre, 
Iny ron chuincs, of liberty bereft, 

Dcliucrcd hath into your hands by gift ; 

Be well aware, how ye the same doc vse, 

That juuJe doc not to tyranny you lift ; 

Least if men you of cruelty accuse, 

He from you take that chiefedome, winch ye 
doc abuse. 

2 

And as ye soft and tender arc by kyndr, 
Adornd with goodly gift.s of beauties grace, 
So be ye soft and tender cckc in myndc ; 

But cruelty and hardnesse from you chacc. 
That all your other praises will deface, 

And from you turnc the louc of men to hate 
Ensamplc take of MirabelUies case, 

Who from the high degree of happy state, 
Fell into wretched woes, whidt she rc|X‘ntcd 
late. 

3 

Who after thraldomc of the gentle Squire, 
Which she beheld with lamentable eye, 

Was touched with compassion entire, 

And much lamented his calamity. 

That for her sake fell into misery : 

Which booted nought for prayers, nor for 
threat 

To hope for to release or mollify ; 

For aye the more, that she did them entreat. 
The more they him misust, and cruelly did beat. 


4 

So as thev forward on their way did pas, 

Him still reuihng and afflicting sore, 

They met Prince Arthure with Sir Entas, 
CHiat was that courteous Knight, whom he 
before 

Hauing subdew’d, yet did to life restore,) 

To whom as they approcht, they gan augment 
Their cruelty, and him to punish more, 
Scourging and haling hun more vehement , 
As if It them should gneuc tosechis punishment. 

5 

The Squire him selfe when as he saw his Lord, 
The witnesse of his wretchedriesse, in place, 
Was much asham’d, that with an hempen cord 
He like a dc^ was led m captiue case. 

And did his he.id for bashfulnesse abase, 

As loth to see, or to be scene at all : 

Shame would be hid. But whenas Etnas 
Beheld two such, of two such villaines tlirall, 
Ills manly myndc was mucli emmoued then- 
wilhall g 

And to the Prince thus sa)d; Sec you Sir 
Knight, 

The gre.itest sliamc tlut euer eye yet saw 
Youd l^dy and her Squire with foulc despighf 
Abusde, against all rrason and all law, 
Without regard of piUy or of awe. 

Sec how ihc) d(x; that Squire beat and reuile , 
See how they doc the Lidy hale and draw 
But if >c pl(\isc to lend me Icaiie a while, 

I will them soone acijuite, and both of blame 
assoilc 

7 

The Pnnee assented, and then hcstrcight wav 
Dismountmglight.lns shield about him tluew, 
With wlucii approtliing, tlius he gan to , 
Abide yc caytiuc treadietours viitrew, 

That hauc with treason thralled vnto you 
These two, vnworthy of your wreteiied band'' . 
And now your crime with cruoll\ pursew. 
Abide, and from them lay your loatlil) hands , 
Or cl'>c abide the dcatli, tiiat hard belorc )ou 
stands. ^ 

Tlic villainc sta>d not aunswer to inuent, 

But with his yron club preparing way, 

Ills mindes sad message backc vnto hun sent , 
^’he whichdescendcd with such drcadfull swaj . 
That seemed nought the course thereof could 
stay : 

No more then lightening from the lofty sky 
Nc list the Knight the powre thereof assajr', 
Whose doome wtis death, but lightly slipping 

Vnwares defrauded his intended destiny. 
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And to requite him with the like againe, | 
With his sharpe sword he fiercely at him flew, 
And strooke so strongly, that tnc Carle with 
painc 

Saued him selfe, but that he there him slew : 
Yet sau’d not so, but that the bloud it drew, 
And gaue his foe good hope of victory. 

Who therewith flesht, vpon him set anew, 
And with the second stroke, thought certainely 
To haue supplyde the first, and paidc the vsury. 

10 

But Fortune aunswerd not vnto his call ; 
tor as his hand was heaued vp on hight, 

'Hie villaine met him m the middle fall. 

And with his club bet backehis brondyron bright 
Ni fornbly, that with his owne hands mi^t 
Rebeaten backe vpon him selfe againe. 

He driuen was to ground in selfe despight ; 
From whence ere he recouery could game. 

He in his necke had set his foote with fell 
dibdaine. ^ ^ 

With that the foole, which did that end awaytc, 

( ame running in,and whilest on ground he lay, 
Lanlelieauy hands on him, and held so stray te 
Tliat downe he kept him with hisscomefullsway, 
So as he could not weld him any way. 

'Hie whiles tliat other villaine went about 
Him toliaue bound, and tlirald without dela\ , 
Tlio whiles the foole did him reuile and flout, 
Tlireatning to yoke them two and tame ihcir 
enrage stout. 

/Vs when a sturdy ploughman with his hvndc 
By ^trcngth haue ouertlirowne a stubborne 
>lcare, 

llav downe him hold, and fast with cords do 

b\iidc, 

Till they him force the buxome yoke to beare : 
>0 (lid these two this Knight oft tug and tcare 
VVhi( hwhenthe Prince beheld, therrstandingby, 
He kft his lofty steetJe to aide him nrarc. 

Vnd buckling soone him selfe, gan fierrely fly 
that Qrle, to sauc Ills friend from 
icopardy. 

TI1C \illaine leauing him vnto his mate 
To captiu’d, and handled as he li^-t, 
Hiiaselfe addrest vnto this new debate, 

And with his club him all about so blist, 

Tliat he which way to turne him scarcely wist : 
Ikimetimes aloft he layd, sometimes alow ; 
Now here, now there,and oft him neare he mist ; 
So doubtfully, that hardly one could know 
“’hethcr more wary were to gtue or ward the 
blow. 


14 

But yet the Prince so well enured was 
With such huge strokes, approued oft in fight, 
'I’hat way to them he gaue lorth right to pas. 
Nc would endure the daunger of tlieir might, 
But waytaduantage,when tlieydowncdid light. 
At last the caytiue after long disixHirsc, 
When all his strokes he saw auoyded quite, 
Resolued in one t’assemble all lus lorce, 

And make one end of lum without ruth or 
remorse. 

His dreadfull h.ind he hraiial vp aloft. 

And with his dreadfull instiumcnt of yre, 
Thought su re haue [xiw nded him to jxiw der soft , 
Or deepe embowold in the earth entyre : 

But Fortune did not with his will conspire. 
For ere lus stroke attayni'd his intent, 

The noble childc preuenting lus desire, 

Vnder his club with wary lioldnesse went, 
And smote him on the knee, that neuer yet was 
bent. 

i() 

It neuer yet was bi-nt, ne bent it now, 

Allx* the stroke so strong and puissant were, 
That seem’d a marble pilloiir it couU Ixiw, 
But all tliat leg, whnh did his liody Ixarc, 
Itcrackt ihrougliout, yet didno bloud appearc; 
So as It was vniible to supprt 
So huge a l>urd(n on such broken gcarc, 

But fell to ground, like to a Ium[)e ot durt, 
Whence he assayd to rise, but could not for lus 
hurt. 

I i 

Eftsoones the Prince to Imn full nimbly slept. 
And least he should rrcTKier foole againe, 
Ihs he.id meant Ironi his .shoulders to fume 
swept 

\Vhi( h when the Lidy saw , she ci^de amaine ; 
Stay stay, Sir Knight . for lone of God afislame, 
From that vnwares ve wietlesse doe intend , 
Slay not that(’arle,tliough worthy tobc slame 
For more on him doth llien him scHc dejx nd , 
My life will by his death liaue lamentable end. 

iH 

He stable his hand acfordmg her desire, 

V(t nathernore him sufircd to anze ; 

But still supprtssing gan of her inquire, 
What meaning mote those vncoulh word* 
comprize, 

That in that villaines health her safety lies . 
That, were no might in man, nor heartin Knight*, 
Which durst her dre-aded reskiie enterprize, 
Yet heauens them selues, that fauour feeble 
rights, 

Would for it selfe redresse, and puni*h such 
despights. 
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Then bursting forth in teares, which gushed fast 
like many water streames, a while she stayd ; 
Till the sharpe passion being ouerpast. 

Her tongue to her restord, then thus she sayd ; 
Nor heauenSi nor men can me most wretched 
mayd 

Deliuer from the doome of my desart, 

The which the God of loue hath on me layd, 
And damned to endure this direfull smart, 

For penaunce of my proud and hard rebellious 

20 

In prime of youthly yeares,when first the flowre 
Of beauty gan to bud, and bloosme delight. 
And nature me endu’d with plenteous dowre. 
Of all her gifts, that pleasde each huing sight, 

1 was belou’d of many a gentle Knight, 

And sude and sought with all the seruice dew 
Full many a one for me deepe groand and sight, 
And to the dore of death for sorrow drew, 
Complayning out on me, that would not on 1 
them rew. 

21 

But let them loue that list, or liue or die ; 

Me list not die for any louers doole : 

Ne list me leaue my loued libertie, 

To pitty liim that list to play the foolc : 

To loue my seUe 1 learned h^ in schoole. 
Thus [ triumphed long in louers paine, 

And sitting carclesse on the scorners stoolc, 
Did laugh at those that did lament and piainc : 
But all is now repayd with mterest againc. 

22 

For loe the winged God, that woundeth harts, 
Causdc me be called to accompt therefore. 
And for reuengeraent of those wrongfull 
smarts, 

Which I to others did inflict afore, 

Addcem’d me to endure this penaunce sore ; 
That in this wize, and this vnmeete array. 
With these two lewd companions, and no more, 
Disdaine and Scomii 1 through the world 
should stray. 

Till I haue sau’d so many, as I earst did slay, 

Certes (sayd then the Prince) the God is lust, 
That taketh vengeaunce of his peoples spoile. 
For were no law in loue, but all that lust. 
Might themoppressc, and painefully turmoile, 
His kingdome would continue but a while. 
But tell me l^dy, wherefore doc you beare 
'Ibis bottle thus before you with such toik. 
And eeke this wallet at your backe arreare, 
IW for these Carlestocarry muchmore comely 
were? 


24 

Here in this bottle (sayd the sory Mayd) 

1 put the teares of my contrition. 

Till to the brim 1 haue it full defrayd: 

And in this bag which 1 behinde me don, 

1 put repentaunce for thinra past and gon. 
Yet is the bottle leake, ana so tome, 
That all which I put in, fals out anon ; 

And is behinde me trodden downc of Sconu, 
Who mocketh all my paine, and laughs the 
morel mourn. 

25 

The Infant hearkned wisely to her tale. 

And wondred much at Cupids iudg’ment wise, 
That could so meekly make proud heartsauale, 
And wreake him selfe on them, t hat himdespise 
Then suffred he Disdaine vp to arise. 

Who was not able vp him selfe to reare, [prise, 
By meanes his leg through his late luckelcsse 
Was crackt in twaine, but by his foolish fea^e 
Was holpen vp, who Wm supported standing 
neare. 

But being vp, he lookt againc aloft, 

As if he neuer had receiued fall ; 

And with sterne eye-browes stared at him <rft, 
As if he would haue daunted him withal) : 
And standing on his tiptoes, to seeme tali, 
Downe on his golden feete he often gazed, 

As if such pride the other oould apall ; 

Who was so far from being ought amazed, 
That he his lookes despis^, and his boost 
dispraized. 

27 

Then turning backe vnto that captiue thrall, 
Wlio all this while stood there beside than 
bound, 

Vnwillmg to be knownc, or scene at all, 

He from those bands weend him to hau« 
vnwound. 

But when approching neare, he plaincly found, 
It was his owne true groome, the gentle Squire. 
He thereat wext excwdingly astound. 

And him did oft embrace, and oft admire, 
Ne could with seeing satisfie his great desire. 

28 

Meane while the Saluage man, when he bebeW 
That huge great foolc oppressing th’other 
Knight, 

Whom with his weight vnweldy downc he heW, 
He flew vpon him, like a gre^y kight 
Vnto «omc carrion offered to hb sight, [teetb 
And downe him pluddng, with hb nayles nod 
Gan him to hale, and teare, and scratch, and bit^• 
And from him taking hb ownc whip, therewith 
So sore him scourgem, that the bloud dowDt 
foOoweth. 
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And sure I weene, had not the Ladies cry 
Procur'd tlw Prince his awU hand to stay, 
He would with whippi^, him haue done todye : 
But beinp checkt,^ did abstaine itrei^t way, 
And let him rise. Then thus the Prince gan 
say; 

Now Lady sith your fortunes thus dispose. 
That if ye list haue liberty, ye may, 

Vnto your selfe 1 freely leaue to chose, 
Whether I shall youleaue,orfrom these villaines 
lose. 

30 

Ah nay Sir Knight (sayd she) it may not be, 
But that I needes must all meanes fulhll 
This penaunce, whidi enioyned is to me, 
Least vnto me betide a greater ill ; 

Yet no lesse thankes to you for your good will. 
So humbly taking leaue, she turnd aside, 

But Artkure with the rest, went onward still 
On his first quest, in which did him betide 
A great aduenture, which did him from them 
deuide. 

But first it falleth me by course to tell 
Of faire Serena, who as earst you heard, 

^Vhen first the gentle Squire at variaunce fell 
With those two Carles, fled fast away, afeard 
Of villany to be to her inferd : 

So fresh the image of her former dread, 

Yet dwelling in her eye, to her appeaid, 

That euery foote did tremble, whi(^ did tread, 
euery body two, and two she foure did 
read. 

'hrough hils and da^, through bushes and 
through breres 

hong thus she fled, till that at last she thought 
Her selfe now past the perill of her feares, 
j Then looking round about, and seeing nought, 

I '^ich doubt of daunger to her offer mt^ht, 
t She fi^ her palfrey lighted on the plaine, 
j ^ sitting downe, her selfe a while bethought 
1 Of her long trauell and turmoyling poine ; 

I often did of loue, and oft of lucke rom- 
plaine. 

i J 33 

euermore she blamed CaiUpine, 

The good Sir Calepine, her owne true Knight, 
th’onely author of her wofull tine : 

For being of his loue to her so light, 

^ her to leaue in such a piteous plight, 
ncuer Turtle truer to his make, 
he was tride vnto his Lady bright 
Who all this while endured for her sake, 
^^tpcrillofhislife,andrestIeiaepainesdidtakf. 
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Tho when as all her plaints she had displayd, 
And well disburdened her engrieued brest, 
Vpon the grassc her selfe adowne she layd ; 
Where being tyrde with trauell, and oji^irest 
With sorrow, she betooke her selfe to rest. 
There whitest m Mortheus bosome safe she lay, 
Fearelessc of ought, that mote her peace molest, 
Folse Fortune did her safety betray, 

Vnto a straunge mischaunce, that menac'd her 
decay. 

35 

In these wylde deserts, where she now abode, 
There dwelt a saluage nation, which did Hue 
Of stealth and spoilc, and making nightly rode 
Into their neighbours borders ; ne did giue 
Them selues to any trade, as for to driue 
The poincfull plough, or cattell for to breed. 
Of by aduentrous marchandiic to thriue ; 
But on the labours of poorc men to feed, 

And scrue their owne necessities with others 
need. , 

36 

Thereto they vsdc one most accursed order, 

To eatclhc flesh of men, whom they mote fyndc, 
Andstraungerstodeuoure, which on their border 
Were brought by errour ,or by wreckfu 11 wynde. 
A monstrous cruelty gainst course of kynde. 
Tliey towards euening wand ring euery way. 
To seeke for booty, came by fortune blyndc, 
Whereas this Lady, like a sneepe astray. 

Now drowned in the depth of slecpc all fearc- 
lesse lay. 

. 37 

Soone as they spidc her, Lord what gladfull glee 
They made amongst them selues ; but wmm 
her face 

Like the faire yuory shining they did see. 
Each gan his fellow solace and embrace, 

For ioy of such good hap by heauenly grace. 
Then gan they to deuizc what course to take : 
Whctlicr to slay her there vpon the place, 

Or suffer her out of her slccpe to wake, 

And then her eate attonce ; or many meales to 
make. ^ 

The best aduizement was of bad, to let her 
Sleepe out her fill, without cncomberment : 
For sleepe they sayd would make her battill 
better. 

Then when she wakt, they al Igaue one consent, 
That sina ^ grace of God she there was sent, 
Vnto their God they would her shcrifize. 
Whose share, her guiltlesse bloud they would 
present, 

But of her dainty flesh they did deuize 
To make a oommon feast, and feed with gui> 
maodue. 
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So round about her they them selues did place 
Vpon tlie grassc, and diuerscly dispose, 
Aseach thought best tospend the Lngringspace. 
Some with theireycs thedaintestmorselschose ; 
Some praise her paps, some praise her lips and 
nose ; 

Some whet their kniues, and strip their elboes 
bare : 

The Priest him selfe a garland doth compose 
Of finest flowres, and with full basic care 
His bloudy vessels wash, and holy fire prepare. 

40 

The Damzell wakes, then all attonce vpistart. 
And round about her flocke, like many flies, 
Whooping, and hallowing on euery part. 

As if they would haue rent the brasen skies. 
Which wnen she sees with ghastly griefful cies, 
Her heart does auake, and deadly pallid hew 
Benumbes her cneekes : llien out aloud she 
cries, 

Where none is nigh to hearc, tliat will her rcw, 
And rends her golden locks, and snowy brcsts 
embrew. 

41 

But all bootes not : they hands vpon her lay ; 
And first they spoilc her of her iewcls deare. 
And afterwards of all her rich array ; 

The which amongst them tliey in pecces teiire, 
And of the pray each one a part doth bcare. 
Now being naked, to their sordid eyes 
The goexliy threasurcs of nature appeare : 
W\\(h as they view with lustfull fantasyes, 
Each wisheth to him sclfc, and to the rest 
enuyes. 

Her yuorie necke, her aUbLaster brest. 

Her paps, which like white silken pillowcs were. 
For loue in soft delight thereon to rest ; 

Her tender sides, her bellie white and clcre. 
Which like an Altar did it selfe vprcrc. 

To offer sacrifice diuine thereon ; 

Her goodly thighes, whose glorie did nppcarc 
Like a triumphall Ardi, and thcrcupn 
The S}^)oilcs of Princes hang’d, which were in 
battel won. 

43 

Those daintie parts, the dearlings of delight. 
Which mote not be proph.ui’<l of common eyes, 
Those villeins vew’ci with loose lasciiiious sight, 
And closely tempted with their cniftie spyes ; 
Andsomeof (hem gan raongst theraseluesdeui/e. 
Thereof by force to take their beastly pleasure. 
But them the Priest rebuking, did aduize 
To dare not to pollute so s.icrcd threasure, 
Vow’d to the gods : religion held euen theeues 
in measure. 


44 

So being stayd, they her from thence directed 
Vnto a litie groue not farre asyde, 

In which an altar shortly they erected, 

To slay her on. And now the Euentyde 
His brode black wings had through the heauens 
wyde 

By this dispred, that was the tyme ordayned 
For such a dismall deed, their guilt to hyde : 
Of few greene turfesan altar soone they fayned, 
And deckt it all with flowres, which they nigh 
hand obtayned. 

The when as all things readie were aright, 
The Damzell was before the altar set. 

Being alreadie dead with fearefull fright 
To whom the Priest with naked arraes full net 
Approdiing nigh, and raurdrous knife well 
whet, 

Gan mutter close a certaine secret charme, 
With other diuehsh ceremonies met : 

Which docn he gan aloft t’aduance his armc, 
Whereat they shouted all, and made a loud 

alaime. , 

46 

Then gan the bagpypes and the homes to shrill, 
And shrieke aloud, that with the [peoples voyii 
Confused, did the ayre with terror fill. 

And made the wooq to tremble at the noyce 
The whyles she wayld, the more they did 
reioyce. 

Now mote ye vnderstand that to this groue 
Sir CaUpine by chaunce, more then by chcivcc , 
The selfe same enening fortune hether droui, 
As he to sccke Serena through the woods die 
roue. 

47 

Ixing had he ‘nought her, and through man\ a 
soylc 

Had traueld still on foot in heauie armes, 

Ne ought was tyred with his eiidlessc toyk^ 
Nc ought was feared of his ccrtainc luirmcs 
And now all wectlcssc of the wretched stomie^. 
In which his louc was lost, he slept full f.t‘-t, 
Till being waked with tlicsc loud alarmes, 

He lightly started \p like one aghast, 

And catcliing vp his arms strcight to the ik'K 
forth past. 

Tlierc by th’vncerlainc glims of starry nipht- 
And by the twinkling of their sacred fire, 

He mote percciue a litie dawning sight 
Of all, which there was doing in that quire: 
Mongst whom a worruin spoyld of all attire 
He spyde, lamenting her vnluckie strife, 

And groning sore from grieued hart entire, 
Eftsoones he saw one with a naked knife 
Readie tolaunchherbrest,and let out loued I ft 



FAERIE QVEENE 


375 


Cant. Vin. 


49 

With that he thrusts into the thickest throng, 
\nd cuen as his right hand adowne descends, 
He him preuenting, layes on earth along, 

\nd sacrifizeth to th’infemall feends. 

Then to the rest his wrathful! hand he bends, 
Of whom he makes such hauocke and such hcwi 
That s warmes of damned soules to hell he sends : 
The rest that scape his sword and death eschew, 
Flv like a flocke of doues before a Faulcons vcw. 

50 

hrom them returning to that Ladie backe, 
WTorn by the Altar he doth sitting find, 

Vet fearing death, and next to death the lacke 
Of clothes to coucr, what they ought by kind, 
lie first her hands beginneth to vnbind ; 

And then to Question of her present woe ; 

\nd afterwards to chearewith speaches kind. 
Hut she for nought that he could say or doe, 
One word durst sfieake, or answerc him a whii 
thereto. 

51 

^0 invsard shame of her vneomoly cise 
''he did concciue, through care of wornanhoixl, 
Tliat though the night did couer licr di<^race, 
she in so vnwomanly a mood, 

\V(n)ld not bewray the state in whichshestocKl 
"'c all that night to him vnknowen she jiust. 
Hut day, that doth discouer bad and good, 
Eascwiiig, m.ide her knowen to him at List : 
Tfic end nhereof He kecfxi vntill another cast 


Cant, IX, 

Cahdore ho-^irs U'lth Milrbo' 
and loiws Jayre PaslorcU ; 

Condon cnuies hint, yd hf 
for tU rruKirds him uell 
C^\'X'X^X^X^X^X^X^X^X'X^X'X^XO 

turne againe my teme thou lolly swayne, 
dicke to tlie furrow which I lately left ; 

1 1 itclv left a furrow, one or twaync 
^ ^plough’d, the which my coulter hath not 
_ cleft : 

^ ct^^scem’d the soyle both fayre and frutefull 

^ I it p^t, that were too great a shame, 

^ should be from vs bereft ; 

fp’fat dishonour and defame, 
hich should befall to Cadidores immortal! 
name. 


2 

Great trauell hath the gentle Cahdore 
And toyle endured, siih 1 left him lust 
Sewing the Blatant beast, which I forbore 
To finish then, for other juesent h.xst. 

Full many riatlies and jK’rils he hath )iast 
Through hils, through dales, throgh forests, 
and throgh plaines 

In that same quest which fortune on lum cast, 
Which he atchieucd to his ownc gnat gaines[ 
Rcapuig eternal 1 glonc of his resllesse j>ames! 

3 

So sharply he the Monster did pursew, 

Th.at day nor night he suflfred lum to rest. 
No rested he himselfc but natures dew, 

For dread of daiinger, not to be redrest, 

If he for slouth forsLickt so famous quest. 
Him first from court he to the rilties roiirsid, 
And from the cittic-s to the townis him pnsl, 
And from the townes into the countrie forsed, 
Aixl from the country back to pnuatc farmes 
he scorsed. 

4 

From thence into the i)pci\ fields he fled, 
Whereas the Ileardts wen keeping of theirneat, 
And f.liei)heardssingingtotlicirf]o('kes, that fed, 
Layes of swcclc lone and youlhts delight full 
heat : 

Him thethcr ckc for all his fcarefull tlinut 
He followed fast, and chaced him so me, 

Tliat to t he folds, where shct fic nl nigh t doc scut, 
And to the litle cots, whtre shcplurds he 
In winters wr.ilhliill lime, he forad him to flie. 

5 

Hierc on a day as he purvew’d the chacc, 

He chaunsl to spy a sort of .slicplnard groonies, 
Playing on pyix-s, and caroling ap.'ue, 

'Hic whylcs their bcusis there in the budded 
brcKimt^ 

pK’sidcthem fed, and niiit the tcridi r bloomcs ; 
For otlicr worlrily wc.dth tlxy cared nought. 
To whom Sir Cahdore yet sweating comes. 
And them to tell him eourtfously U'souglit, 

If such a Ina-st they saw, whiHi he li.id lli'-lhcr 
brought. ^ 

rhf'yansw'cr’d him, th.it no such fxast they saw. 
Nor any wicked feend, that mole oficrid 
Their h.appip flockes, nor daunger to t hern draw : 
Hut if that such there were (as none they Lend) 
They prayd high Goel him farre from them to 
send. 

Then one of them him seeing so to sweat, 

After his rusticke wise, tliat w’rll he weend, 
Offred him drinke, to quench his thirstie heat, 

I And if he hungry were, him ofin d eke to eat 
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7 . 

The knight was nothing nice, where was no need. 
And tooke their gentle offer ; so adowne 
They prayd him sit, and gaue him for to feed 
Such homely what, as scrues the simple clowne, 
That doth despise the dainties of the towne. 
Tho hauing fed his fill, he there besyde 
Saw a fairc damzell, wliich did weare a aowne 
Of sundry flowres, with silken ribbands tyde, 
Yclad inhome*madegreenetliather ownehainds 
had dyde. ^ 

Vpon a litle hillockc she was placed 
Higher then all the rest, and round about | 
Enuiron'd with a girland, goodly graced, 

Of louely lasses, and them all without 
The lustie shepheard swaynes sate in a rout, 
The which did pype and sing her prayscs dew, 
And oft reioyce, and oft for wonder shout. 

As if some miracle of heauenly hew 
Were downe to them descended in that earthly 
vew. 

9 

And soothly sure she was full fayre of face, 
And perfectly well shapt in euery lim, 

Whicn she did moreaugment with modestgrace. 
And comely carriage of her count’nancc trim, 
That all the rest like lesser lamps did dim : 
Who her admiring as some heauenly wight. 
Did for their soueraine goddesse her estceme. 
And caroling her name both day and night, 
The fayrest Pastor ella her by name did hight. 

10 

Nc was there heard, ne was there shc{)heards 
swayne 

But her did honour, and eke many a one 
Burnt in her loue, and wi thswcet pleasingpaync 
Full many a night for her did sigh and grone : 
But most of all the shepheard Coridon 
For her did languish, and his dearc life spend; 
Yet neither she for him, nor other none 
Did care a whit, ne any liking lend : 

Though meane her lot, yet higher did her mind 

ascend. 

II 

Her whylcs Sir Calidore there vewed well, 

And markt her rare demcanure, which him 
seemed 

So fcirre the meane of shepheards to excell, 
As that he in his mind her worthy deemed, 
To be a Princes Paragone esteemied, 

He was vnwares surprisd in subtile bands 
Of the blynd boy, nc thence could be redeemed 
By any skill out of his cruell hands, 

Caught like the bird, which gazing still on others 
stands. 


12 

So stood he still long gazing thereupon, 

Ne any will had thence to moue away. 
Although his quest were farre afore him gon ; 
But after he had fed, yet did he stay, 

And sate there still, vntill the flymg day 
Was farre forth spent, discoursing diuersly 
Of sundry things, as fell, to worke delay ; 
And euermore his speach he did apply 
To th’heards, but meant them to the damzels 
fantazy. 

. ^.3 

By this the moystie night approching fast, 
Her deawy humour gan on th’earth to shed. 
That warn’d the shepheards to their homes to 
hast 

Their tender flocks, now being fully fed, 

For fcare of wetting them before their bed-, 
Then came to them a good old aged syre. 
Whose siluer lockcs bedeckt his beard and htd, 
With shepheards hooke in hand, and fit attyre, 
That wild the damzell rise ; the day did now 
expyre. 

14 

He was to weet by common voice esteemed 
The father of the fayrest PastoreU, 

And of her sclfe in very deede so deemed ; 
Yet was not so, but as old stories tell 
Found her by fortune, which to him befell. 

In th’open fields an Infant left alone, 

And taking vp brought home, and noursed well 
As his ownc chyld ; for other he had none, 
That she in tract of time accompted was his 
owne. 

*5 

She at his bidding mcekely did arise. 

And streight vnto her litle flocke did fare : 
Then all the rest about her rose likewise. 

And each liis sundrie shccf^ with scucrall care 
Gathered together, and them homeward bare 
Whylcsteuerieonewithhelninghandsdidstriiic 
Amongst themselucs, and did their Lilwirs 
share, 

To hclpe faire Pastorella, home to driue 
Her flcccie flocke ; but Coridon most helpe did 
giue. 

10 

But Melihae (so hight that good old man) 
Now seeing Calidore left all alone, 

And night arriued hard at hand, began 
Him to inuite vnto his simple home ; 

Which though it were a cottage clad with lome, 
And all things therein meane, yet f>etter so 
To lodge, then in the saluage fields to rome. 
The knight full gladly soonc apeed thereto, 
Bein^ his harts owne wish, and home with hini 
I did go. 
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There he im weloom’d of that honest syte, 
And of hb aged Beldame bomdy well ; 

Who him b^u^t himselfe to dlsattyre, 
And rest himselfe, till supper time befell 
By which home came the fayrest Pastorell, 
After her docke ^ in their fold had tydc, 
And supper readie dight, they to it fell 
With small adoe, and nature satis^de, 

The which doth litle craue contented to abyde. 

18 

Tbo when they had their hun^ slaked well, 
And the ^yre mayd the table ta’ne away, 
The gentle knight, as he that did exoell 
In courtesie, and well could doe and say, 

For so great kindnesse as he found that day, 
Gan greatly thanke his host and his good wife ; 
And drawing thence his speach another way, 
Gan highly to commend the happie life, 
WhichShepheardslcad, without debate or bitter 
strife. 

19 

How much (sayd he) more happie is the state, 
In wWch ye father here doe dwell at ease, 
Leading a life so free and fortunate, 

From all the tempests of these worldly seas, 
Wliich tossc the rest in daungerous disease ; 
Where wanes, and wreckes, and wicked enmit ic 
Doc them afflict, which no man can appease, 
That certes I your happinesse enuie, 

And wish my lot were plast in such felidde. 

20 

Surely my sonne (then answer’d he againe) 

If happie, then it is in this intent, 

That hauing small, yet doe 1 not complaine 
Of want, nc wish for more it to augment, 

But doe my self, with that I haue, content ; 
So taught of nature, which doth litle need 
Of forreine helpcs to lifes due nourishment : 
The fields my food, my flocke my rayment 
breed ; 

No bettcT doe I weare, no better doe I feed, 

21 

Therefore I doe not any one enuy, 

Nor am enuyde of anv one therefore ; 

They that haue much, fearc much to loose 
thereby, 

And store of cares doth follow riches store. 
The litle that I haue, growes dayly more 
Wilhixit my care, but onely to attend it ; 

My lambesdoe cucry yeare increase their score, 
^d my Bockes father daily doth amend it. 
haue I, but to praise th* Almighty, that 
dothaendit? ^ 


J77 

22 

To them, that list, the worlds^yshowci I leaue, 
And to great ones such follies doe fbrgiue, 
Which oft through pride do their owne perill 
wcaue, (driuc 

And through ambition downe themselucs doc 
To sad decay, that might contented liue. 

Me no such cares nor combrous thoughtsofiend, 
Ne once my minds vnmoued quiet grieue, 
But all the night in silucr sleepe 1 sfiend, 

And all the day, to what 1 list, 1 doc attend. 

23 

Sometimes I hunt the Fox, the vowed loe 
Vnto my Lambes, and him dislodge away ; 
Sometime the fawne I practise from the Doe, 
Or from the Goat her Iddde how to conuay ; 
Another while I baytes and nets display, 
The birds to catch, or fishes to beguyle : 

And when 1 wcarie am, 1 downe ooe lay 
My limbes in euery shade, to rest from toyle, 
Anddrinke of euery brookc, when ihirstmy throtc 
doth boyle. 

. 

The time was once, in my first prime of yeares, 
When pride of youth forth pricked my desire, 
Tliat I disdainM amongst mine eqnail peares 
To follow sheepe, and shepheards base attire t 
For further fortune then I would inquire. 
And leaning home, to roiall court I sought » 
Where 1 did sell my sclfe for yearcly hire, 
And in the Princes gardin daily wrought : 
There I beheld such vaincncsse, as I neucr 
thought. 

With si^ht whcreofsooiiccloyd.and long deluded 
With idle hojjes, which them doe entertame. 
After I had ten yeares my selfc excluded 
From natiuehome, and spent my youth in vainc, 
I gan my follies to my selfc to plaine, 

And this sweet peace, whose lacke did then 
appeare. 

Tho backe returning to my sheepe againe, 

I from thenceforth haue Icam 'd toloiiemorcdcarc 
This lowly quiet life, which I inherite here. 

26 

Why lest thus he talk t , the knight with greedy care 
Hong still vpon his melting mouth attent ; 
Whosesenselullwordsempierst hishartsoncare. 
That he rapt with double rauishment, 
Both of his speach that wrought him great 
content, 

And also of the obiect of his vew, 

On which his hun^py eye wai alwayei beat ; 
That twixthispleasingU>ngue,andher(airehew, 
He lost himselfe, and we one balfe entraunced 
grew. 
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Yet to occasion meanes, to worke his mind. 
And to insinuate his harts desire, 

He thus r^lyde ; Now surely s^re, I find, 
That al 1 this worlds gay showes, which weadmire, 
Be but vaine shadowes to this safe retyrc 
Of life, which here in lowlinesse ye lead, 
Fearelesse of foes, or fortunes wrackfull yrc, 
Which tosseth states,and vnder foot doth tread 
The mightie ones, affrayd of euery chaunges 
dread. 

28 

That eucn I which daily doc behold 
The glorie of the great, mongbt whom I won. 
And now haue prou’d, what happinesse ye hold 
In this small plot of your dominion, 

Now loath great Lordship and ambition ; 

And wish the heauens so much had graced mee, 
As graunt me Hue in like condition ; 

Or that my fortunes might transposed bee 
Frompitch of higher place, vnto this low degree, j 

29 

In vaine (said then old Meltbce) doe men 
The heauens of their fortunes fault accuse, 
Sith they know best, what is the best for them: j 
For they to each such fortune doe diffuse. 

As they doe know each can most aptly vse. 
For not that, which men couet most, is best. 
Nor that thing worst, which men do most 
refuse ; 

But fittest is, that all contented rest 
With that they hold : each hath his fortune in 
his brest. 

30 

It is the mynd, that maketh good or ill, 

That maketh wretch or happic, rich or jxiore ; 
For some, that hath abundance at his will, 
Hath not enough, but wants in greatest store ; 
And other, that hath litle, askes no more. 

But in that litle is both rich and wi'.e. 

For wisedome is most nches ; foolcs therefore 
They are, which fortunes doe by vowes dcuize, 
Sith each vnto hiinscUe his life nuy fortunize. 


Sin(^ then in each mans self (said Cahdore) 

It is, to fashion his owne lyfes estate, 

Giue leaue awhylc, good father, in this shore 
To rest my barcke, which hath bene beaten late 
With stormes of fortune and tempestuous fate. 
In seas of troubles and of toylesome painc, 
TTiat whether quite from them for to retrate 
I shall resolue, or backe to tumc againe, 

I may here with your selfe some small repose 
obtaine. 


Not that the burden ot so bold a guest 
Shall chargefull be, or diaungc to you at all ; 
For your meane food shall be my daily feast, 
And this your cabin both my bowre and hall 
Besides for rccompence hereof, I shall 
You well reward, and golden guerdon giuc. 
That may perhaps you better much withall, 
And in this quiet make you safer Hue. 

So forth he drew much gold, and toward him it 
diiue. 

, 33 

But the good man, nought tempted with the offer 
Of his rich mould, did thrust it farre away, 
And thus bespake ; Sir knight, your bounteous 
proffer 

Be farre fro me, to whom ye ill display 
That mucky masse, the cause of mens decay, 
That mote empoire my peace with daungerj. 
But if ye algates couet to assay [dread. 
ITus simple sort of life, that shepheards lead, 
Be it your owne : our rudenesse to your selfe 
aread. 

34 

So there that night Sir Cahdere did dwell. 

And long while after, whilest him list remaine, 
Dayly Ixholding the faire Pastorell, 

And feeding on the bayt of his owne bane. 
During which time he did her entertaine 
With all kind courtesies, he could inuent ; 
And euery day, her companie to gaine. 

When to the field she went, he with her went : 
So for to quench his fire, he did it more augment* 

35 

But she that neuer liad acquainted becne 
With such queint vsage, fit for Queenes and 
Kings, 

Ne cucr had such knightly seruice seene, 

But being bred vnder base shepheards wings, 
Had euer Icarn’d to louc the lowly tilings, 
Did litle whit regard his courteous guize, 

But cared more for CoUm carolings 
Then all that he could doe, or euer deuize : 
His laves, his loues, his lookes she did them all 
dcsiiize. 

Which Cahdore percciuing, thought it best 
To chaunge the manner of his loftie lookc ; 
And doffing his bright armes, himselfc addrest 
In shepheards weed, and in his hand he tooke, 
In stead of steelehead speare, a shepheards 
hooke, 

That who had scene him then, would haue 
bethought 

On Phrygian Paris by PUxippus brooke, 
When he the loue of fayre Omme sought, 
What time thegoldenapple was ^Tl tohimbroughl. 
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So being clad, vnto the fields he went 
With 4e faire Pasicrella euery day, 

And kept her sheepe with dihgent attent, 
Watching to driue the rauenous Wolfe away, 
Thewhylestatpleasure she mote sport and play ; 
And euery euening helping them to fold : 
And otherwhiles for n^, he did assay 
In his strong hand their rugged teats to hold. 
And out of them to presse the milke : loue so 
much could. ^ 

Which seeing Coridon, who her likewise 
Long time had lou'd, and hop’d her loue to 
gaine, 

He much was troubled at that straungers guizc, 
And many gealous thoughts conoeiu'd in vame, 
That this of all his labour and long paine 
Should reap the haruest,ere it ripened were, 
That made him scoule, and pout, and oft com- 
plaine 

Of Pastorell to all the shepheards there, 

That she did loue a stranger swayne then him 
more dere. 

39 . 

And euer when he came in companie, 

Where Cdidore was present, he would lourc, 
And byte his lip, and euen for gcalousie 
Was rc‘adie oft his owne liart to dcuoure, 
Impatient of any paramoure : 

Who on the other side did seeme so farre 
From malicing, or grudging his good hourc. 
That all he could, he graced him with her, 

Nc euer shewed signe of rancour or of iarre. 


But CaUdore of courteous inclination 
Tooke Condottf and set him in his place, 
That he should lead the daunce, as was his 
fashion ; 

For Condon could daunce, and trimly trace. 
And when as Pastorella, him to grace, 

Her dowry garlond tooke from her ownc head, 
And plast on his, he did it soonc displace, 
And Old it put on Condons in stead : 

Then Condon woxe frollickc, llial earst seemed 
dcud. 

43 

Another time, when as they did dispose 
To practise games, and maisteries to try, 
They for their ludge did Pastorella cliose ; 

A garland was the meed of victory. 

There Coridon forth stepping openly, 

Did chalcngc Calidore to wrestling game : 
For he through long and perfect industry, 
Therein well practisd was, and in the same 
Thought sure t’aucngc his grudge, and workc 
his foe great shame. 

44 

But Calidore he greatly did mistake ; 

For he was strong and mightily stifle pight, 
That with one fall his necke he almost brake, 
And had he not vnon him fallen light, 

Ills dearest ioynt nc sure had broken quight. 
Tlien was the oaken crowne by Pastor ell 
Giuen to Calidore, as his due right ; 

But he, that did in courtesie cxccll, 

Gauc It to Coridon, and said he wonne it well. 


40 

And oft, when Coridon vnto her brought 
Or btle sparrowes, stolen from their nwl. 

Or wanton squirrels, in the woods farre sought, 
Or other daintie thing for her addrest, 

He would commend his guift, and make the 
best. 

Vet she no whit his presents did regard, 

Ne him could find to fancie in her brest ; 

This newcome shepheard had his market mard. 
Old loue is litlc worth when new is more prefard. 

One day when as the shepheard swayncs together 
Wercroet,toraake their sports and raerrie glee. 
As they are wont in fairc sunshynie weather, 
The whiles their flockes in shadowes shrouded 
bee. 

They fell to daunce : then did they all agree, 
That Colin Clout should pipe as one most fit ; 
And CaUdon should leaa the ring, as bee 
T^t most in PasioreUaes graa did sit. 
^«wit frown’d Coridon , and hi* lip closely bit. 


Thus did the gentle knight himselfe abeare 
Amongst that rusticke rout in all his deeds, 
'Dial euen tliey, the which his riuaU were, 
Could not malignc him, but commend him 
needs : 

For courtesie amongst the rudest breeds 
Good will and fauour. So it surely wrought 
With this faire Mayd, and in her myndc the 
seeds 

Of perfect loue did sow. that last forth brought 
Tlie fruite of ioy and blissc, though long lime 



Thus Calidore continu’d there long time, 

To winne the loue of the faire Pastorell ; 
Which hauing got, he vsed without crime 
Or blameful 1 blot, but menaged so well. 
That he of all the rest, which there did dwell, 
Was fauoured, and to her grace commended. 
But what straungc fortunes vnto him befell, 
Ere he attain’d the point bv him intended, 
Shall more conueniently in other place be end^. 
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Cant. X 

COC/X/XOCOMMCOCOCOCOCOCOC^^ 

Calidore sees the Graces daunce, 

To Colins melody : 

The whiles his Pastorell is led^ 

Into capliuity 

1 

Who now does follow the foulc Blatant Beasts 
Whilest Calidore does follow that fairc Mayd, 
Vnmyndfull of his vow and hi^h beheast, 
Which by the Faery Queene wai> on him layd, 
That he should ncucr leaue, nor be dclayd 
From cliacing him, till he had it attchieued ? 
But now entrapt of louc, which hiin betrayd, 
He raindeth more, how he may lx* relieued 
With grace from her, whose loue his heart hath 
sore engrieued. 

2 

'Hiat from henceforth he meancs no more to sew 
His former quest, so full of toile and paine ; 
Another quest, another game in vew 
He liath, the guerdon of his loue to gaine : 
With whom he myndes for euer to remame, 
And set his rest amongst the ruslicke sort, 
Rather then hunt still after shadowes vaine 
Of courtly fauour, fed with light report 
Of cuery baste, and sayling alwaies in the port. 

3 

Ne certes mote he greatly blamed be, 

From so high step to stoupe vnto so low. 

For who had tasted once (as oft did he) 

The happy peace, which there doth ouerflow, 
And prou’d the perfect pleasures, whichdoegrow 

Amongst poore hyndes, in hils,in woods, in dales, | 
Would neuer more delight in painted show 
Of such false blisse, as there is set for stales, j 
T*cntrap vnwary tooles in their eternall bales. | 

4 

For what hath all that goodly glorious gaze 
Like to one sight, which Calidore did vew 
The qlaunce whereof their dimmed cies would 
daze, 

That neuer more they should endure the shew 
Of that sunne-shinc, that makes them looke 
askew. 

Ne ought in all that world of beauties rare, 
(Saue onely Glorianaes heaucnly hew 
To nidiich what can compare ?) can it compare ; 
The which as commeth now, by course I will 
declare. 


One day as he did raunge the fields abroad, 
Whilest his faire PastoreUa was elsewhere, 
Hechaunst to come, far from all peoples troad, 
Vnto a place, whose pleasaunce did appere 
To passe all others, on the earth which were : 
For all that euer was by natures skill 
Deuized to worke delight, was gathered there, 
And there by her were poured forth at fill, 

As if this to adorne, she all the rest did pill. 

6 

It was an hill plaste in an open plaine. 

That round about was bordered with a wood 
Of matchlcsse hight, that seem’d th’ earth to 
disdame, 

In which all trees of honour stately stood, 
And did all winter as in sommer bud, 
Spredding j>aiulions for the birds to bowrc, 
VWiich in their lower braunches sung aloud ; 
And in their tops the soring hauke did towre, 
Sitting like King of fowlesinnuiestyand powre. 

7 

And at the foote thereof, a gentle flud 
His silucr waucs did softly tumble downe, 
Vnmard with ragged mosse or filthy mud, 

Ne mote wyldc beastes, nc mote the ruder 
clowne 

Tlicretoapproch, nefilthmote therein drowne. 
But Nymphes and Faeries by the bancksdidsit, 
In the woods shade, which did the waters 
crowne, 

Keeping all noysome things away from it. 
And to tlic waters fall tuning their accents fit. 

8 

And on the top thereof a spacious plaine 
Did spred it selfe, to seme to all delight. 
Either to daunce, when they to daunce would 
fame, 

Or else to course about their bases light ; 

Neoughl there wanted, which forpleasureraight 

Desired be, or thence to banish bole : 

So pleasauntly the hill with equall hight, 

Did seeme to ouerlooke the lowly vale ; 
Therefore it rightly deeped was mount Acidde 

9 

They say that Venus, when she did dispose 
Her selfe to pleasaunce, vsed to resort 
Vnto this place, and therein to repose 
And rest her selfe, as in a gladsome port, 

Or with the Graces there to play and sport ; 
That euen her owne Cythcron, though in it 
She vsed most to keepe her royall court, 

And in her soueraine Majesty to sit, 

She in regard hereof refusde and thought vnfit. 
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10 

Vnto this place when as the Elhn Knight 
Approcht, him seemed that the merry sound 
Of a shrill pipe he playing heard on hight, 
Andmany feetefast thumpmgth’hollowground, 
That through the woods their Ecdiodid rebound . 
He nigher drew, to weete what mote it be ; 
There he a troupe of Ladies dauncing found 
Full merrily, and making gladfull glee. 

And in the midst aShepheard piping he did sec. 

11 

He durst not enter into th’opcn grccne, 

For dread of them vnwares to be descryde, 
For breaking of their daunce, if he were scere ; 
But in the couert of the wood did byde, 
Beholding all, yet of them vnespyde. 

There he did see, that pk^ased much his sight, 
That euen he him selfe his eves enuyde, 

An hundred naked maidens lilly white, 

All raunged in a ring, and dauncing in delight. 

12 

All they without were raunged in a ring, 

And daunced round ; but in tlie midst of them 
Three other Ladies did both daunce and sing, 
The whi lest the rest them round abou t did hernme , 
And like a girlond did in compasse stemme : 
And in the middest of those same three, was 
placed 

Another Darnzell, as a precious gemme. 
Amidst a ring most richly well cnchaccd, 
lliat with her goodly presence all the rest much 
graced. 

T '3 . . 

Looke how the Crowne, which Ariadne wore 

her yuory forehead that same day, 

Tiiat Theseus her vnto his bridalc bore, 

NVhen the bold Cc«taufc5madc that bloiidy fray , 
With the fierce iMpithes, wh ichdid themdismay ; 
Iking now placed in the firmament. 

Through the bright heauen doth her beams 
display, 

And is vnto the starres an ornament, 

HTuch round about her moue in order e.xcellcnt. 

M 

^^uch was the beauty of this goodly band, 
Whose sundry parts were here too long to tell. 
Hut she that in the midst of them did stand, 
•Seem’d all the rest in beauty to excell, 
Croamd with a rosie girlond, that right well 
l^d her beseerac And euer, as the crew 
About her daunst, sweet flowres, that far did 
smell, 

And fragrant odours they vppon her threw ; 
But most of all, those three aid her with gifts 
eodew. 


»5 

Those were the Graces, daughters of delight, 
Handmaidesof Fmur, which are wont to haunt 
Vppon thishill.anddauncetheredayandnighl: 
Those three to men all gifts of grace do graunt, 
And all, that Venus in her selfe doth vaunt, 
Is borrowed of them. But that faire one, 
lliat in the midst was placed fwrauaunt, 
Was she to whom that shepheard pypt alone, 
That made him pi[)c so merrily, os neuer none. 

16 

She was to wcctc that lolly Shepheards kss<. 
Which piped there vnto that merry rout. 
That iolly shepheard, whkh there piped, wu*^ 
Foorc ColtnClout{y^\\o kiiowe.s not CoUnCloutT) 
He pypt ajKicc, whilcsl they him daunst aboufl. 
Pype lolly shepheard, py[)e thou now ajiacc 
Vnto thy louc, that made tliec low to lout . 
Tliy louc is present there with thee in plaa', 
ITiy louc is there aduaunst to be another tirace. 

17 

Much woiidrcd Calidore at this straunge .sight, 
Whose like Ixfore his eye liad neuer scene, 
And standing long astonished in spright, 

And rapt with plcasaunce, wist not wliat to 
weene ; 

Whether it were the trainc of beauties (^eenc, 
Or Nymphes, or Faeries, or cnchauntcd show. 
With which Ins eyes mote haue deluded bcenc 
Therefore resoluing, what it wa.s, to know. 
Out of the wood he rose, and toward tliem dnJ 

.8 

But soone as he aj)ix*ared to their vew, 
llicy vanisht all away out of his sight, 

And dearie were gone, whir h wav he ni uer knew , 
All sauc the shtplirard, who lor fell despiglit 
Of that displeasure, broke his bag-piiit quight, 
Arid made great mone for tlial vnliappy turnr. 
liut Calidore, though no lesst sory wight, 

For that mi'-hap, yet seeing liim to mouriie. 
Drew ncarc, that he the truth of all by him mot( 
leame. 

19 

And first him greeting, thus vnto him spake, 
Haile iolly shepheard, which thy ioyous dayes 
Here Icadest in this goodly merry make, 
Frequent! fl of these gentle Nymphes alwayes, 
Which to thee fiocke. to heare thy louely laye« ; 
Tell me, what mote these dainty Damzels be, 
Which here with th^e doc make tlicir pleasant 
playes? 

Right happy thou, that mayst them freely see : 
But why when 1 them saw, fied they away from 
me? 
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Not I so happy, answerd then that swaine, 

As thou vnhappy, which them thence didst 
chace, 

Whom by no meanes thou canst recall againe, 
For being gone, none can them bring in place. 
But whom they of them selues list so to grace. 
Right soiy I, (saide then Sir Caltdore^) 

Taat my ill fortune did them hence displace. 
But since things passed none may now restore. 
Tell me, what were they all, whose lacke thee 
grieues so sore. 

Tho gan that shepheard thus for to dilate ; 
Then wote thou shepheard, whatsocuer thou 

bee, 

That all those Ladies, which thou sawest late. 
Are Venus Damzels, all within her fee, 

But differing in honour and degree : 

They all arc Graces, wliich on her depend. 
Besides a thousand more, which ready bee 
Her to adorne, when so she forth doth wend : 
But those three in the midst, doe chiefe on her 
attend. 

22 

They are the daughters of sky-ruling loue, 

^ him begot of faire Eurynome, 

The Oceans daughter, in this pleasant groue, 
As he this way cornming from feastfull glee, 
Of Thetis wedding with Maadety 
In sommers shade him selfe here rested weary. 
The first of them hight mylde Euphrosyne, 
Next faire Aglaia, last Thalia merry : 

Sweete Goddesses all three which me m mirth 
do cherry. 

These three on men all gracious gifts bestow, 
Which decke the body or adorne the myndc, 
To make them louely or well fauoured show, 
As comely carriage, cntertiincment kynde, 
Sweete semblaunt, friendly offices that bynde, 
And all the complements of curtesie : 

They teach vs, how to each degree and kyn<lc 
We should our selues demcanc, to low, to hie ; 
To friends, to foes, which skill men call Ciuility . 

. 

Therefore they alwaies smootlily seeme to smile, 
'Fhat we likewise should mylde and gentle be. 
And also naked are, tlut wiiliout guile 
Or false dissemblauncc all them plaine may sec. 
Simple and true from couert malice free : 
And eeke them selues so in their daunce they 
bore. 

That two of them still froward seem’d to bee, 
But one still towards shew’d her selfe afore; 
That good should from vs goe, then come m 
greater store. 


Such were those Goddesses, which ye did see , 
But that fourth Mayd, which there amidst 
them traced, 

Who can aread, what creature mote she bee, 
Whether a creature, or a goddesse graced 
With heaucnly gifts from heuen first enraced ? 
But what so sure she was, she worthy was, 
To be the fourth with those threeotlier placed: 
Yet was she certes but a countrey las^. 

Yet she allother countrey lasses farre did passe. 

26 

So farre as doth the daughter of the day, 

All other lesser lights in light excell, 

So farre doth she in beautyfull array, 

Aboue all other lasses beare the bell, 

Ne lesse in vertue that beseemes her well, 
Doth she exceedc the rest of all her race, 

For which the Graces that here wont to dwell, 
Hauc for more honor brought her to this place , 
And graced her so much to be another Grarc. 

27 

Another Grace she well deserues to be, 

In whom so many Graces gathered arc, 
Excelling much the meane of her degree ; 
Diuine resemblaunce, bc*auty soueraine rare, 
Firme Cliastity, that spight ne blemish dare , 
All which she with such courtesie doth grace, 
Tliat all her {)eres amnot with her compire. 
But quite are dimmed, when she is in pl.ice 
She made me often pipe and now to pipe apace . 

28 

Sunne of the world, great glory of the sky, 
That all the earth doest lighten with thy raves. 
Great Gloriana, greatest Mausty, 
i'ardon thy shepheard, moiigst so many ia> 1 s 
As he hath sung of tiiec in all his dayes. 

To make one minime of thy poore handmavd. 
And vndcrncath thy fecte to place her prasn. 
That when thy glory shall be farre displa\d 
To future age of her this mention may be mane. 

29 

When thus that shepherd ended had his speach, 
Sayd Calidore ; Now sure it yrketh mee. 
That tothy bhsse I madethislurkelcssebreach. 
As now tlic author of thy bale to be, 

Thus to bereaue thy loues dcare sight fren 
thee : 

But gentle Shepheard pardon thou my shame. 
Who ntshly sought that, which I mote not 
Thus did the courteous Knight excuse 1*1= 
blame, 

And to recomfort him, all comely meanes did 
frame. 
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Iq such discourses they together spent 
Long time, as fit occasion forth them led ; 
With which the Knight him selfe did mucli 
content, 

And with delight his ^eedy fancy fed, 

Both of his words, which he with reason rc'd ; 
And also of the place, whose pleasures rare 
With such regard his sences rauished, 

That thence, he had no will away to fare, 

But wisht, that with that shepheard he mote 
dwelling sharo 

31 

But that enuenimd sting, the which of yore, 
His poysnoas point deepe fixed in his hart 
Had left, now gan afresh to rancle sore, 

And to renue the rigour of his smart : 

Which to recure, no skill of Leaches art 
Mote him auaile, but to rcturne againe 
To his wounds worker, that with lonely dart 
Dinting his brest, had bred his restlesse paine, 
Like as the wounded Whale to shore flies from 
the maine. 

32 

So taking leaue of that same gentle swainc, 
He backe returned to his rusticke worme, 
Where his fairc Pastorella did remaine : 

To whome in fort, as he at first begonne. 

He daily did apply him selfe to donne 
All dewfull seruice voide of thoughts impure : 
Nc any names ne perill did he shonne, 

By which he might her to his loue allure, 

And liking in her yet vntamed heart [iroairc 

33 

And eueimore the shepheard Coridon, 

'Yhat cuer thing he did her to aggrate, 

Did striue to match with strong contention, 
\nd all his jxiincs did closely emulate ; 
Whether it were to caroll, as they s;itc 
Keeping their shcepe, or games to exercize, 
Or to present her with their Labours late ; 
Through which if any grace chaunst to arize 
To h im , the Shepheard streigh t with iealousK d id 
inze. 

34 

One day as they all three together went 
To the greene wood, to gather strawberics, 
There chaunst to them a dangerous accident; 
A Tigre forth out of the wood did rise, 

That with fell clawes full of fierce gour* 
mandize, 

And greedy mouth, wide gaping like hcllgate, 
Lid ninne at Pastor eU her to surprize : 

VVhom she beholding, now all desolate 
w cry to them aloud, to hclpc her all too late 


35 

Whidi Coridon first hearing, ran in hast 
To rcskue her, but when he saw the feend, 
Through cowherd fearc he Hcd avmy as fast, 
Ne durst abide the daunger of the end ; 

His life he steemed dearer then his frend. 

But Caltdore soone comming to her ayde, 
When he the beast saw ready now to rend 
ills 10111*$ deare spoile, in wiiich his heart uas 
prayde, 

He ran at him enraged in stead of being frayde. 

36 

He had no weapon, but his shepheards hooke, 
To scruc the vcngeauncc of his wrathfull will, 
VVithwliich soslerncly he the monster strooke. 
That to the ground astonolietl In* fell , 
Whence ere he could recou’r.he did him quell, 
And hewing oj] hi.s liead, (lit) it prtsentid 
Ik'fore the fecte of the Lure l\ntotell ; 
VMioscarecK yet from tormcr Irare rxempteil, 
A thoiis.uid 1 niKs hunt hank t, that liadherdeatli 
prcuenlid. 

37 

From that day forth she gan him to aflert. 
And dailv more lier fauour to augmtnl ; 

But Coridon for cowherdize reicct, 

Fit to kee|>i- sheejx*, vnfit for loucs content; 
The gentle heart scorncs base disjianigcmcnt. 
Yet CaJtdore did not despise him Cjuigiit, 

But vsde him fritndly for lurllicr intent. 
That by his fLllowship, he colour might 
Belli his estate, and loue from skill of any wight. 

3« 

Sowell he wood her, and so wiH he wrought lier, 
With Immble scruice, and with daily sute. 
That at the List vnto lii^ will lie brought her ; 
Which he so wisely w( il did prosecute, 

That of his loue he rnqit the timely frutc, 
And loycfl long 111 close felicity ; [brute, 
Till fortune fraught with malue, blinJe, and 
'I’hat enuies loners long prosjK-rily, 

Blew vp a bitter storrne of foulc aduersity. 

39 

It fortuned one day, when Caltdore 
Was hunting in the woocis (as was his trade) 
A lawlessc people, higbt of yore, 

That neuer vsde to hue by plough nor spsuJc, 
But fed on spoilc and booty, which they marie 
Vpon their neighbours, whirh did nigh them 
border, 

The dwelling of these shepheards did inuade, 
And spoyld ihcir houses, and them selucs did 
murder ; 

And droue away their flocks, with other much 
disorder. 
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Amongst the rest, the which they then did pray, j 
They spoyld old Meltbee of all he had. 

And all his people captiue led away, 

Mongst which thislucklesse may d away was lad, 
Faire PasloreUa, sorrowfuil and sad, 

Most sorrowfuil, most sad, that eiier sight, 
Now made thespoile of thceuesand Briganis bad, 
Which was the conquest of the gentlest Kmght, 
That euer liu’d, and th’onely glory of his might. 

41 

With them also was taken Coridan, 

And carried captiue by those thceues away ; 
Who in the couert of the niglit, that none 
Mote them descry, nor reskue from their pray, 
Vnto their dwelling did them close conuay. 
Their dwelling in a little Island was, 

Couered with shrubby woods, in which no way 
Appeard for people in nor out to pas. 

Nor any footing fynde for ouergrowen gras. 

42 

For vnderncath the ground their way was made, 
Through hollow caues, that no man mote 
discouer 

For the thicke shrubs, which did them alwaics 
shade 

From view of lining wight, and couered ouer : 
But darkencssc dred and daily night did houer 
Throughallthe innerparts, wherein theydwelt, 
Ne lightned was with window, nor with louer, 
But with continuall candlelight, which delt 
A doubtfull sense of things, not so well scene, 
as felt. 

43 

Hither those Briganis brought their presen t pray , 
Andkept them with continuallwatchand ward, 
Meaning so soonc, as they conuenient may. 
For slaues to sell them, for no small reward, 
To merchants, which them kept in bondage 
hard, 

Or sold ag^e. Now when faire PastoreU 
Into this ^ce was brought, and kept withgard 
Of griesly theeues, she thought her self in hell. 
Where with such damned fiends she should in 
darknesse dwell. 

44 

But for to tell the dolefull dreriment, 

And pittifullcomplaints, which there she made, 
Whereday and night shenoughtdid but lament 
Her wretched life, shut vp in deadly shade. 
And waste her goodly beauty, which did fade 
Like to a fiowre, that feeles no heate of sunne, 
Whichmayhcrfcebleleaucswithcomfortgladc. 
But what befell her in that theeuish wonne, 
Will in an other Ointo better be bcgoime. 
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The theeues fall out for PastoreUt 
Whitest Meltbee ts slaine : 

Her Caltdore from them redeemest 
And bringeth backe againe. 

The ioyes of loue, if they should euer last, 
Without affliction or disquietnesse. 

That worldly chaunces doe amongst them cast. 
Would be on earth too great a blessednesse, 
Liker to heauen, then mortal! wretchednesse 
Therefore the winged God, to let men weet, 
That here on earth b no sure happinesse, 

A thousand sowres hath tempr^ with one 
sweet, 

To make it seeme more deare and dainty, as is 
meet. 

2 

Like as is now befalne to this faire Mayd, 
Faire Pasiorell, of whom is now my song, 
Who being now in dreadfull darknesse layd, 
Amongst Qiosc tlieeues, which her in bondage 
strong 

Detaynd, yet Fortune not with all this wrong 
Contented, greater mischiefe on her threw, 
And sorrowes heapt on her in greater throng ; 
That who so hearcs her heauinesse, would rew 
And pilly her sad plight, so chang’d from 
plcasaunt hew. ^ 

Why lest thus slie in these hellish dens remayned. 
Wrapped in wretched cares and hearts vnrest, 
It so befell (as Fortune had ordayned) 

Tliat he, whicli was their C^pitaine profest, 
And had the chiefe commaund of all the rest, 
One day as he did all his prisoners vew. 
With lustfull eyes, beheld that louely guest, 
Faire Pastorella, whose sad moumefuil hew 
Like the faire Morning clad in misty fog did 
shew. 

4 

At sight whereof his barbarous heart was fired, 
And inly burnt with flames most raging whot, 
That her alone he for his part desired 
Of all the other pray, which they had got. 
And her in mynde did to him selfc allot. 

F rom that clay forth he kyndnesse toher shcfwed, 
And sought her loue, by all the meanes he mote; 

With looks, with words, with gifts he oft her 
wowed ; 

I And mixed threats among, and much vnto her 
vowed. 
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But all that euer he could doe or say, 

Her coQStant mynd could not a whit remoue, 
Nor draw vnto the lure of his lewd lav, 

To grauDt him fauour, or afford him k^e. 

Yet ceast he not to sew and all waies proue. 
By which he mote accomplish his request, 
Saying and doing all that mote behoue ; 

Ne day nor night he suHred her to rest, j 
But lier all night did watch, and all the day 
molest. ^ 

At last when him she so importune saw, 
Fearing least he at length the raines would lend 
Vnto his lust, and rrudcc lus will his law, 

Sith in his powre she was to foe or frend, 

She thought it best, for shadow to pretend 
Some shew of fauour, by him gracing small, 
That she thereby mote either freely wend, 

Or at more ease continue thcie his thrall : 

A little well is lent, that gaineth more witliall 

7 

So from thenceforth, when loue he to her made, 
W ith better tearmes she did him entertaine, 
Winch gaue him hope, and did him halfe 
perswade, 

That he in time her ioyaunce should obtaine. 
But when she saw, through that small fauours 
game, 

That further, then she willing was, he prest. 
She found no meanes to barre him, but to faine 
A sodaine sickenesse, which her sore opprest, 
And made vnfit to seruc his lawlesse mindes 
behest, g 

Bv rncanes whereof she would not him permit 
Once to approch to her in priuity, 

But onely mongst the rest by her to sit, 
Mourning the rigour of her malady, 

And seeking all things meete for remedy. 

But she resolu’d no remedy to fynde, 

Nor betterchcare to shew in misery, 

Till fortune would her captiuc bonds vnbynde, 
Her sickenesse was not of the body but the 
mynde. ^ 

During which space that she thus sicke did lie, 
It chaunst a sort of merchants, which were 
^'Ount 

Toskim those coastes, for bondmen there tobuy, 
And by such trafficke after gaines to hunt, 
Arriued in this Isle though bare and blunt, 
T’mquire for slaues ; where bring readie met 
By some of these same theeues at the instant 
brunt, 

were brought vnto thcirCaptaine,who was set 
®y his faire patients side with sonowfull regret. 
SPBNSSR 


10 

Towhomthey shewed, how thosenoarchants were 
Arriu’d in place, their bondslaucs for to buy. 
And therefore prayd, that those same captiucs 
there 

Mote to them for their most commodity 
lie sold, and mongst them sliarcd equally. 
Tliis their request t heCaplaine much appalled ; 
Yet could he not their iust demaund deny, 
And willed streight tlic slaues should forth be 
calUd, 

And soldfor most aduantuge not tobe forstalled. 

11 

Then forth the good old Mehhoe was brought, 
And Coridon, with many other moc, 

Whom t hey before i n d 1 u c rsc .s| ) 0 y Ics had caught: 
All which he to the marchants sale did showc. 
Tillsomejwhichdidlhesimdryprisonersknowr, 
(ian to inquire for that faire shc[»hcrdesse, 
Which with the rest they tookc not long agoe, 
And gan her forme and feature to exprt'sse, 
The more t’augmcnl her pruc, through praise of 
comlinesse. 

1 2 

To whom the Captamc in full argry wire 
Madcanswcrc,tliat thcMaydof whem they spake, 
Was his owne purchase and his onely prize, 
With which none had to doe, nc ought partake^ 
riuthehimsrlfe,whirhdid that conquest make; 
Title for him to haue one silly lassc : [weake. 
Besides through sicknessc now so wan and 
That nothing meet m marchandise to passe. 
So shew’d them her, to prouc how pale and 
weake she was. 

Tlicsigh t of whom, t hough nowdecayd and mord, 
And eke but hardly scene by candle-light, 
Yet like a Diamond of rich regard, 

In doubtfull shadow of the darkesome night, 
With starrie bcamrs about her shining bright, 
These marchants fixed eyes did so amaze, 
Tliat what through wonder, and what through 
A whilcon her they greedily did gaze, (delight, 
And did her greatly like, and did her greatly 
pniize. 

At list when all the rest them ofTred were. 

And prises to them plaad at their pleasure, 
Tliey all refused in regard of her, [sure, 
Nc ought would buy, how euer pri«d with mea- 
Withouten her, whose worth aboucallthreasurc 
They did esteeme, and offred store of gold. 
But then the Captainc fraught with more 
di‘ pleasure, 

Bad them be still, his loue should not be sold 1 
The rest take if they would, he her to htfli 
would bold. 


o 
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Therewith some other of the chiefest thceues 
Boldly him bad such iniurie forbeare ; 

Por tint same mayd, bow euer it him greeues, 
Should with the rest be sold before him theare, 
To make the prises of the rest more deare. 
That with great rage he stoutly doth denay ; 
And fiercely drawing forth hisblade,dothsweare, 
That who so hardie hand on her doth lay, 
Itdearely shall aby, and death for handsell pay. 

16 

Thus as they words amongst them multiply, 
They fall to strokes, the frute of too much talke, 
Ana the mad stcele about doth fiercely fly, 
Not sparing wight, ne leauing any balke, 
But making way for death at large to walke: 
Who in the horror of the gnesly night, 

In thousand dreadful shapes doth mongst them 
stalke, 

And makes huge hauockc, whiles the candlelight 
Out quenched, leaues no skill nor difference of 
wight. ^ 

Like as a sort of hungry dogs ymet 
About some carcase by the common way, 
Doe fall together, stryuing each to get 
The greatest portion of the greed le pray ; 
All on confus^ heajDcs theniselues assay, 
And snatch, and byte, and rend, and tug, and 
teare ; 

That who them sces,w 011 Id w onder at their fra v, 
And who secs not, would be affrayd to hcurc. 
Such was the conflict of those cruell Bnganls 
there. 

18 

But first of all, their captiues they doc kill, 
Least they should loyncagainst the weaker side. 
Or rise against the remnant at their will ; 

Old Mdtbce is slainc, and him beside 
Ills aged wife, with many others wide. 

But Condon escaping craftily, 

L'reepes forth of dores, whilst darknes him doth 
hide, 

And flyes away as fast as he can h\c, 

Ne stayeth Icuue lo take, before his friends doe 
dye. 

^ ig 

But Pdstorella, wofull wretched Elfe, 

Was by the Captaine all this while defended, 
Who minding more her safety then himselfe, 
His target alwayes ouer her pretended ; 

By meanes whereof, tliat mote not be amended, 
He at the length was slainc. and layd on ground , 
Yet holding fast twixt both his armes extended 
Favre Pastorell, who with the selfcsame wound 
.Cauncht through the arme, fell down with him 
in drerie swound. 


There lay she couered with confused preasse 
Of carcases, which dying on her fell. 

Tho when as he was dead, the fray gan ceasse. 
And each to other calling, did compell 
To stay their cruell hands from sbughter fell 
Sith they that were the cause of all, were gone. 
Thereto they all attonce agreed well, 

And lighting candles new, gan search anont, 
How many of their friends were sbine, 
many tone. 

Their Captaine there they cruelly found kilc, 
And in his armes the dreary dying mavd. 
Like a sweet Aiigell twixt two clouds vjihik 
Her louely light was dimmed and deca\d, 
With cloud of dc-ath vpon her eyes displ.i\(j 
\et did the cloud make euen that dirnnioi 
light 

Sceme much more louely in that darkness 
layd, 

\nd twixt tlietwincklingof hereye-lidsbri^ijif 
'I'o spurke out litle beames, like starres in 

But when they mou’d the carcases aside, 
Tluy found that life did yet in her rcm.nno 
Then all their heipes they busily appl\<i<‘, 
'I'o call the soule backe to her home aginiK . 
And wrought so w'cll with labour and loij: 
ruine, 

'riut they to life rccoucred her at last. 

Who sighing sore, as if her hart in twanic 
Had riuen lx!ne, and all her hart strings bra^t 
With dreane drouping eyne lookt vp like 
.ighast. 

There she beheld, that sore her gricu’d to st^, 
Her father and her friends about her lyin^. 
Her selfc sole left, a second spyle to bee 
Of those, that hauing saued her from dvinp 
Renew’d her dciith by timely death dcn\ in 
What now is left her, but to waylc and weejn 
Wringing her hands, and ruefully loud cr\ii r 
Ne cared she her wound in teares to steep 
Allx* with all their might those BriganU 

did keeiw. 
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Hut when they saw her now rehu’d againe, 
They left her so, in charge of one the be-^t 
Of many worst, who with vnkind disdamc 
.And cruell rigour her did much molest ; 
Scarsc yeclding her due food, or timely rest 
And scarsely suffring her infcstrcd wound, 
That sore her payn’d, by any to be drest. 

So leaue we her in wretched thraldome bound 
And turnc we backe to Caltdare, where we hiP 
found. 
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Who when he backe returned from the wood, 
And saw hisshepheards cottage spoy led quight, 
And his loue reft away, he wexed wood, 

And halfe enraged at that rueful! sight, 

That euen his hart for very fell despight, 

And his owne flesh he readic was to teare, 
lie chauft, he grieu’d, he fretted, and he sight, 
And fared like a furious wyld Ucare, 

Wlic^c whclpes are stolne away, she being 
otherwhere. 

26 

Newight he found, towhomhe might compbine, 
Ne wight he found, of whom he might inquire ; 
That more increast the anguish of his iiaine! 

1 1 e sough t the wixkIs ; but no man cou Id sec lliere: 
lie sought the plaines ; but could no lvdini»s 
hcare. ^ 

Ihe woods did nought but ecchoes vainc 
rebound ; 

The playnes all waste and emptie did apj)eare : 
Where wont the shepheards oft their pypes 
resound, 

And feeil an hundred flocks, there now not one 
lie found. 

27 

\t last as there he roined vp and downc, 

He chaunst one commmg towards him to sjiy, 
liut seem’d to be some sorie simple clowne, 
Wiihragged wcedcs,and lockesv|)staring hyc, 
\s if he did from some late daunger fly, 

And yet his fearc did follow him behynd : 

ho as he vnto him approched nye, 

He mote [lerceiuc by signes, which lie did fynd, 
ilial Condon it was, the silly shepherds hynd 

28 

Dio to him running hist, he did not stay 
Fogrt'ct himfirst,but asktwherewere the rest' 
here Paslordl } who full of fresh dismay, ' 
uil pishing forth m tearcs, was so opprest, 
nuthcnowordcoulds()cake,butsmithisbrest, 

An.l vp to hcauen his eyes fast slreming threw, 
'turep the knight amaz'd, yet did not rest, 
ibt askt againe, what ment tliat rufull hew ; 
^Vtierc was his PastoreU ? where all the other 

crew ? 

29 

'Y well away (sayd he then sighing sore) 

‘•u cucr I did hue, this day to see, 

Ills dismall day, and was not dead before, 
1^‘lore I saw fa ire Pastor dla dye. 
le out alas ! then Calidore did cry : 
ow could the death dare euer her to quell ? 
>ut r^d thou shepheard, read what destiny, 
r other dyrefnll hap from heauen or hell 

”at!i wrought this wicked deed, doe feare away, 

and tell. ^ 
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Tho when the shephea'rd breathed liad a whyle, 
He thus began : W here shall 1 then commence 
ihis wofull tale ? or how those PneatHi vylc. 

With cruell rage and dreadtull violeni'c 

J'fKiyld all our cols, iiml oarn\l vs from hena* ? 
Or how faire Pa^iotrll should haue Ixme sold 
'lo rnardiants, but w-as sail’d with stroni' 
defence f 

Or how those ihmits, win lest one soueht her 
to hold, 

hell .ill at (xls, and fought thiough fury fieri e 
and bold. 

In that same conflict (wix? is me) befell 
I Ins fatall ciiaunix*, this doleliill accident. 
Whose hcauy lydings now I haue to ttdl. 
h I r s t a 1 1 1 he capn u es , w h u h t hey here had hen l , 
Were by them sbine by gencrall consent ; 
Old Mdtbcc and his gorxi wife withall 
Ihesc eyes saw die, and dcarely did lament ; 

^ But when the lot to Paslordl (lid fall. 

'Hieir (apiainc long withstood, and did her 
death forstall 

32 

But what rould he g.iiiist all them doe alone t 
It could not l>M)i, ruids mole she die at bst : 

I oncly scapl through gnat confusionc 
Of etyes and cbmors, wlmh amongst them 
|)ast, 

In dreadfull darknesse dreadfully aghast ; 
That Ix'tter win with tliem to Iwuc bene dead, 
Then here to sec all dtsolatc and wasl, 
Desjxiylcd of those loyis and lollyhead. 
Which with those grnilc .shepherds here I 
wont to lead. 

WVn Cahdore these ruefull newes had raught, 
His hart quite deaded was with anguish great, 

And all his w I Is with doolc wt re nigh d isl raught , 

Tliat he his face, hb head, his brest did beat, 
And death it stlfe vnto hiinselfc did tfircat ; 
Oft cursing th’hc-auens, tluit so crucll were 
To her, whose name he often did repeat ; 

And wishing oft, that he were present there, 
When she was slaine, or had bene to her succour 

But after griefc awhile had had his course, 

And spent it selfe in mourning, he at last 
Bqjan to mitigate his swelling soursc, 

And in his mind with belter reason cast, 

How he might saue her life, if life did bst ; 

Or if that dead, how he hcrdcath might wreakc, 
Silh otherwise he could not mend thing past ; 
Or if it to reuer^e he were too weake, 

Then for to die with her, and his hues threed to 
breake. 
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Tho Coridm be prayd^ sith he well knew 
The rcadie way vnto that theeuish wonnc, 
To wend with bimi and be his conduct trew 
Vnto the place, to sec what should be donnc. 
But he, whcae hart throughfeare was late fordonne, 
Would not foroughtbedrawnetoformerdrede, 
But Iwallmeanes thedaungerknownedidshonne: 
Yet CaUdore so well him wrought with meed, 
And faire bespoke with words, that he at last 

36 

So forth they goe together (God before) 

Both clad m shcpheards weeds agreeably, 
And both with shepheardshookes: ViwiCaltdore 
Had vndemeath, him armed priuily. 

Tho to the place when they approched nye, 
They chaunst, vpon an hill not farre away, 
Sewne flockes of sheepe and shepheards to espy ; 
To whom they both agreed to take their way. 
In hope there newes to leame, how they mote 
best assay. 

ITicre did they find , that which they did not fearc. 
The selfe same flocks, the which those theeues 

had reft 

From Mdib<B and from themselues whyleare, 
And certaine of the theeues there by them left, 
The which for want of heards themselues then 
kept. 

Right well knew Coridon his owne late sheepe, 
And seeing them, for tender pittie wept : 
But when he saw the theeues, which did them 
keepe. 

His hart gan iayle, albe he saw them all asleepe. 
38 

But CaJidore recomforting his griefe, [swade; 
Though not his feore ; for nought may feare dis- 
Him hardly forward drew, whereas the thiefe 
Lay slewii^ soundly in the bushes shade. 
Whom dorQon him counseld to inuade 
Now all vnwares, and take the spoyle away ; 
But he, that in his mind had closely made 
A further purpose, would not so them slay, 
But gently waking them, gaue them the time 
of day. 

^ ^ 39 

Tho sitting downe by them vpon the greenc, 
Of sundne things he purpose gan to wine ; 
That be by them might certaine lydings weene 
OfPa^etf,wereshealiueorslaine. [againe, 
Mor^t which the theeues them questioned 
Whatmistermen.andekefrom whence they were. 
To whom they answer’d, as did appertaine, 
That they were poore heardgroomes, the whidi 
whylere [hyre ekwhere. 

Had from their roaisters fled, a^ now sought 
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Whereof right glad they seem’d, and ofer made 
To hyre them well, if they th^ flockes would 
keepe: 

For they themselues were cuill grocmes, they 
sayd, 

Vnwont with heards to watch,or pasture sheepe, 

But to forray the land, or scoure the deepe . ' 
Thereto they scone agreed, and earnest tooke, 
To keepe tlieir flockes for litle hyre and chepe : 
For they for better hyre did shortly looke, 
So there all day they bode, till light the sky 
forsooke. 
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Tho when as towards darksome night it drew, 
Vnto their hellish dens those theeues them 
brought, 

Whereshortly they i n great acquaintance grew, 
And all the secrets of their entraylcs sought. 
There did they find.contrarie to their thought, 
That Pasiorell yet liu’d, but all the rest 
Were dead, right so as Coridon had taught : 
Whereof they both full glad and blyth did rest. 
But chiefly Caltdore^ whom griefe had most 
possest. 

At length when they occasion fittest found, 

In dead of night, wnen all the theeues did rest 
After a late Forray, and slept full sound, 

Sir Calidore him arm’d, as he thought best, 
Hauing of late by diligent inquest, 

Prouided him a sword of meanest sort : 

With which he streight went to the Captaines 
nest. 

But Coridon durst not with him consort, 

Ne durst abide behind, for dread of worse effort 

43 

When to the Caue they came, they found it fast : 
But Calidore with huge resist lessc might, 

The dores assayled, and the locks vpbrast. 
With noyse whereof the theefe awaking light, 
Vnto the entrance ran : where the bold knight 
Kneountring hun with small resistance slew ; 
The whiles faire Pastorell through great affright 
Was almost dead, misdoubting least of new 
Some vprore were like that, wluch lately she did 
vew. 

44 

But when as Calidore was comen in, 

And gan aloud for Pastorell to call, 
Knowinghis voicealthough not heard long sin, 
She sudden was reuiued therewithal!, 

And w^drous ioy felt in her spirits durall ; 
Like him that bei' ^ long in tempest tost, 
Lookingeach houre into deathes mouth to fall, 
At len^ espyes at hand the happie cost, 
Onwhkh hesafky hopes, that earstfeiiri tobelost 
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Her eentk hart, that now long leason yuA 
HfJneuer ioyaDoe felt^norchearefull thought, 
Began some smacke of comfort new to tast, 
Like lyfuU heat to nummed senses brought, 
And life to feele, that long for death had 
sought; 

Ne le^ in hart reioyced Calidor$, 

When be her found, but like to one distraught 
AjhI robd of reason, towards her him bore, 

A thousand times embrast, and kist a thousand 
more. 

46 

But now by this, with noyse of late vprore. 

The hue and cry was rayscd all about ; 

And all the Bnganis flockii.g in great store, 
Vnto the caue gan preasse, nought hauing dout 
Of that was doen, and entred in a rout. 

But Calidore in th’entry close did stand, 

And entertayning them with courage stout, 
Sullslew the fonnost, that came first to hand, 
So long till dl the entry was with bodies mand, 

47 

Tho when no more could nigh to him approch, 
He breath’d his sword, and rested him till dav, 
TOch when hespyde vpon the earth t 'enaoch, 
Through the dead carcases he made his way, 
Mongst which he found a sword of better say, 
With which he forth went into th’open light : 
Where all the rest for him did rcadie stay, 
And fierce assayling him, with all their might 
Gan all vpon him lay ; there gan a dreadfull 
fight. 

How many flyes in whottest sommers day 
Doseize vpon some beast, whose flesh is l»rc, 
That all the place with swarmes do ouerlay, 
And with their litle stings right felly fare, 

So many thecues about nim swarming are. 

All which do him assaylc on eucry side, | 
And sore oppresse, nc any him doth spore : i 
But he doth with his raging brond diuide 

Their thickest troups, and round about him 
scattreth wide. 

49 

Like as a Lion mongst an heard of dere, 
Disp^th then to catch his choyscst way, 
So did he fly amongst them here and mere, 
And all that nere Wm came, did hew and slay. 
Till he had stiowd with bodies all the way ; 
That none his daunger daring to abide, 
Fledfromhi8wmth,anddidthemBeh]cscoi^ 
lato their omet, riieir heodi from death to 
. hide, 

rie any left, that victorie to him emiide. 


Then badte returning to his dearest detie, 

He her gan to recomfort, all he might, 

With gladfull spei^es, with louely cheore, 
And forth her bringing to the ioyous light. 
Whereof she long had lackt the wishful! si^t, 
Deuiz'd all goodly meanes, from her to diriue 
The sad remembrance of her wretched plight. 
So her vneath at last he did reuiue, 

That long bad lyen dead, and made againe 
aliue. 

This doen, into those theeuish dens he went, 
And thence did all the spoylcs and threasures 
take, 

Which they from many long liad robd and rent, 
But fortune now the victors meed did make ; 
Of which the best he did his loue betake ; 

And also all those flockes, which they before 
Had reft from Mrltba and from his make, 

He did them all to Condon itstorc. 

So droue them all away, and his loue with him 
bore. 

Cant XIL 

Fayre Pastorelk by great hap 
her parents vndirsiands, 

Calidore doth the Blatant beast 
subdaOf and bynd m bands, 

1 

Like as a ship, that through the 0«an wyde 
Directs her course vnto one ccrtainc cost, 

Is met of many a counter wir^ and 
With whidi her winged sp^ is let and eroit, 
And she her sclfe in stormie surges tost ; 

Yet making many a horde, and many a bay, 
Still winnclh w'ay, ne hath her composse lost : 

so it fares with me in this lonj[ way, 
\^ose course is often stayd, yet neuer is astiay. 

2 

For all that hetherto hath long dcla^ 

This gentle knight,fromsewinff his first quest, 
Though out of course, yet hath not beae mU’ 
sayd. 

To shew the courtesie by him protest, 

Euen vnto the lowest and the lea st. ^ 

But now I come into my course agttw, 

To his atchicuement oi the Blatant baatl ; 
Who iU thfa wbifa it wBl did iinge and niiw^ 
WHbt wjwwM him to stop, nor none hm 
icstiaine* 
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Sir Calidore when thus he now had raught 
Faire Pastarella from those Bnganis powre, 
Vnto the Castle of Bdgard her brought, 
Whereof was Lord the good Sir Bellamoure ; 
Who why lorae was i n his you thes freshest flowre 
A lustie knight, as euer wielded speare, 

And had endured many a dreadfull stoure 
In bloudy battell for a Ladie deare, 

The fayrest Ladie then of all that liuing were. 

. 4 

Her name was Clartbdlf whose father hight 
The Lord of Many 1 lands ^ farre renound 
For his great riches and his greater might. 

He through the wealth, wherein he did abound, 
This daughter thought in wcdlocke to haue 
bound 

Vnto the Prince of PicUland bordering nere, 
But she whose sides before with secret wound 
Of loue to Bellamoure empierced were. 

By all ineanes shund to match with any forrein 
fere. ^ 

And Bellamour againe so well her pleased, 

With davly scruice and attendance dew, 

Tliat of her loue he was entyrely seized, 

And closely did her wed, but knownc to few. 
Which when her father vnderstood, he grew 
In so great rage, that them in dongeon deepe 
Without compassion cruelly he threw ; 

Yet did so streightly them a sunder keepe, 
That neither could tocompanyoftli’othercrcepc. 

6 

Nathlessc Sir Bdlamour, whether through grace I 
Or secret guilts so with his keepers wrought, 
That to his loue sometimes he came in place, 
Whereof her wombe vnwist to wight was 
fraught, 

And in dew time a maydenchild forth brouglit. 
Which she streight way for dread least, if her 
syre 

Should know thereof, to slay he would haue 

sought, 

Deliuered to her handmayd, that for hyre 
She should it cause be foslrcd vndcr straungc 

attyre. ^ 

The trustie danucll bearing it abrode 
Into the emptie fields, where liuing wight 
Mote not bewray the secret of her lode. 

She forth gan lay vnto the open light 
The litle Uibe, to take thereof a sight. 

Whom whylestshcdid with watrie eyne behold, 
Vpon the litle brest like christall bright, 

She mote peroeiue a litle purple mold. 

That like a rose her silken leaues did faire vnfold. 


8 

Well she it markt, and pittied the more. 

Yet could not remedie her wretched case. 
But closing it againe like as before, 
Bedeaw’d with teares there left it in the place • 
Yet left not quite, but drew a litle space 
Behind the bushes, where she her did hyde, 
To weet what mortall hand, or heauens grace 
Would for the wretched infants helpe prouyde, 
For which it loudly cald, and pittifully cryde. 

9 

At length a Shepheard, which there by did 
keepe 

His fleecie flocke vpon the places around. 
Led with the infants cry, that loud did weepe, 
Came to the place, where when he wrapped 
found 

Th’abandond spoyle, he softly it vnbound ; 
And seeing there, that did him pittie sore, 
He tooke it vp, and in his mantle wound ; 

So home vnto his honest wife it bore. 

Who as her ownc it nurst, and named euermore. 

10 

Thus long continu’d Clartbdl a thrall, 

And BeUamour in bands, till that her syre 
Departed life, and left vnto them all 
Then all the stormes of fortunes former yre 
Were tumd, and they to freedome did retyre, 
Thenceforth they ioy ’d in happinesse together, 
And liued long in peace and loue entyre, 
Without disquiet or dislike of ether, [thethcr 
Till time that Calidore brought Pastor f lb 

II 

Both whom they goodly well did entertaine , 
For Bdlamour knew Calidore right well, 
And loued for his prowesse, silh they tw.iine 
Long since liad fought in field. Als Clarihcll 
No fcse did tender the faire Pastordl, 
Seeing her weake and wan, tlirough dur.tncf 
long. 

There they a while together thus did dwell 
In much delight, and many ioyes among, 
Vntill the damzell gan to wex more sound and 
strong. ^ ^ 

Tho gan Sir Calidore him to aduizc 
Of his first quest, which he had long forlorc, 
Asham’d to thinke, how he that enterprize. 
The which the Faery Queene had long afore 
Bequeath’d to him, forslacked had so sore : 
That mudi he feared, least reprochfull blamf 
With fouie dishonour him mote blot therefore . 
Besides the losse of so much loos and fame. 
As through the world thereby should glorific hi- 
name. 
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Therefore resoluing to retume in hast 
Vnto so OTeat atchieuement, he bethought 
To leaue his loue, now perill being past, 

With Clartbell, whylest he that monster sought 
Throughout the world, and to destruction 
brought. 

So taking leaue of his faire Pastorell, 

Whom to recomfort, all the meanes he wrought, 
With thanks to Bellatmur and Clartbell, 

He went forth on his quest, and did, that him 
befell. 

*4 

But first, ere I doe his aduentures tell, 

In this exploite, me needeth to declare. 

What did betide to the faire Pastorell, 

During his absence left in heauy care, 
Through daily mourning, and nightly misfare : 
Yet did that auncient matrone all she might. 
To cherish her with all things choice and rare ; 
And her owne handmayd, that Melissa hight, 
Apjxiinted to attend her dewly day and night. 

urL . . *5 

Who in a morning, when this Maydcn faire 

Was dighting her, hauing her snowy brcst 
As yet not laced, nor her widen haire 
Into their comely tresses dewly drest, 
Chaunst to espy vpon her yuory chest 
Tlie rosie marke, which she remembred well 
'I^t litle Infant had, which forth she kest, 
I’lic daughter of her Lady Clarthell, 

The which she bore, the whiles in prison she did 
dwell. 

i6 

^Vhi^h well auizing, streight she gan to cast j 
In her conceiptfuU mynd, that this faire Mayd 
Was tliat same infant, which so long sith past 
'^he in the open fields had loosely layd 
To fortunes spoile, vnable it to ayd. 

full of ioy, streight forth she ran in hast 
Vnto her mistresse, being halfe dismayd. 

To tell her, how the heauens had her grastc, 
To saue her chylde, which in misfortunes mouth 
was plaste. 

Die sober mother seeing such her mood. 

Yet knowing not, what meant that saJaine 
thro, 

her, how mote her words be vnderstood. 
And what the matter was, that mou’d her so. 
JJy liefe (sayd she) ye know, that long ygo, 
^Uest ye m durance dwelt, ye to me gauc 
mayde, the which ye ^ylded tho ; 
same a^ne if now ye list to haue, 

* DC same is yonder Lady, whom high God did 
saue. 


ih 

Much was the Lady troubled at that spcach, 
And gan to question streight how she it knew. 
Mostcertainemarkes.(sayd she)domeit teach 
For on her brest I wiUi these eyes did vew ’ 
The litle purple rose, which thereon grew. 
Whereof her name yc then to her did giui. 
Besides her countenaunce, and her likely hew. 
Matched with ecjuall yeares, do surely prieue 
That yond same is your daughter sure, which 
yet doth hue. 

19 

I he matrone stayd no lenger to enquire. 

But forth in lost ran to llie stmunger Mayd ; 
Whom catching grcwhly for great desire’, 
Rent yp her brest, and lx)some open layd. 

In which that rose she jilainely saw displayd. 
Then her embracing iwixt her armes twainc. 
She long so held, juul softly weeping sayd ; 
And liucst thou my daughter now againe f 
And art thou \ct aliue, whom dead 1 lone di<l 
faine t 

20 

I Tho further asking her of sundry things, 

And limes comj wiring with ihcir accidents 
She found at last by very cerlainc signes. 
And Sf)eaking markes of passc-d monuments, 
That this young Mayd, is horn chance to her 
presents 

Is her owne daughter, her owne infant deare. 
Tho wond ring long at those so straungc cuents, 
A thousand times she her embraced nere, 
With many a loyfull kjssc, and many a melting 
tcare. 

21 

Wdio euer is the mother of one chylde, 

Which hauing thought long dead, she fyndes 
aliue, 

Let her by proofe of that, which she liath fylde 
In her owne breast , this mothers ioy descriue . 
For other none sudi j^assion ran contriue 
In perfect forme, as this good Lady felt, 

Wdien she so faire a daughter saw suruiue, 

As Pasiorella was, that nigh she swclt 
For passing ioy, which did all into pitty melt. 

22 

TTiencc running forth vnto her loucd Lord, 

She vnto him recounted, all that fell: 

WTio ioyning ioy with her in one accord, 
Acknowledged for his owne faire Pastorell, 
Tliere leaue we them in ioy, and let vs tell 
Of Caluhre^ who seeking all this while 
That monstrous Beast by firiall force to quell. 
Through euery place, with restleise paine and 
toile 

Him follow’d, by the tract of his outragious 
spoile. 
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Through all estates he found that he had past, 
In which he many massacres had left, 

And to the Clergy now was come at last ; 

In which suchspoile, such hauocke,aiKlsuch theft 
He wrought, thatthenccallgoodnesse he bereft, 
That endlessc were to tell. The Elfin Knight, 
Who now no place besides vnsought had left, 
At length into a Monastere did light. 

Where he him found despoyling all with maine 
and might. 

Into their cloysters now he broken had, 
Through which the Monckes he chaced here 
and there. 

And them pursu’d into their dortours sad, 
And searched all their cels and secrets neare ; 
In which what filth and ordure did appeare, 
Were yrkesorae to report ; yet that foule Beast 
Nought sparing them, the more did tosse and 
teare. 

And ransacke al 1 thei r dennes f rom most to least , 
Regarding nought religion, nor their holy beast. 

25 

From thence into the sacred Church he broke, 
And robd the Chancell, and the dcskes downc 
threw, 

And Altars fouled, and blasphemy spoke. 

And th’ Images for all their goodly new, 

Did cast toground, whitest none wasthem torew; 
So all confounded and disordered there. 

But seeing Calidore^ away he flew. 

Knowing his fatall hand by former feare ; 
But he him fast pursuing, soone approrheti 
n«ire. 

Him in a narrow place he ouertooke. 

And fierce assailing forst him turne againe: 
Sternely he turnd againe, when he him strookc 
With his sharpe steele, and ran at him amaine 
With open mouth, that seemed to containe 
A full good pecke within the vtmost brim, 
All set with yron teeth in raunges twaine, 
That terrifide his foes, and armed him, 
Appearing like the mouth of Onus griesly grim. 

27 

And therein were a thousand tongs empight, 
Of iundry kindes, and sundry Quality, 

Some were of dogs, that barked day and night. 
And some of cats, that wrawling still did cry, 
And some of Beares, that groynd continually, 
And some of Tygres, that did seerae to gren, 
And snar at all, that euer passed by : 

But most of them were tongues of mortall men, 
Which spake reprochfully, not caring wbtfc 
nor when. 


28 

And them amongst were mingled hereand there, 
The tongues of Serpents with three forked 
stings. 

That spat out poyson and gore bloudy gcre 
At all, that came within his rauenings. 

And spake licentious words, and hatefull things 
Of good and bad alike, of low and hie ; 

Ne Kesars spared he a whit, nor Kings, 

But either blotted them with infamie, 

Or bit them with his banefull teeth of iniury. 

But Calidore thereof no whit afrayd, 
Rencountred him with so impetuous might, 
That th’outrage of his violence he stayd. 

And bet abackc, threatning in vaine to bite, 
And spitting forth the poyson of his spight, 
That fomed all about his bloody iawes. 

Tho rearing vp his former feete on hight. 

He rampt vpon him with his rauenous pawes, 
As if he would haue rent him with his cruell 
clawes. 

30 

But he right well aware, his rage to ward. 

Did cast his shield atweene, and therewithal! 
Putting his puissaunce forth, pursu’d so hard, 
That backeward he enforced nim to fall. 

And being downe, ere he new helpe could call, 
His shield he on him threw, and fast downc 
held, 

Like as a bullocke, that in bloudy stall 
Of butchers balefull hand to ground is fcld, 
Is forcibly kept downc, till he be throughly queld. 

3 * 

Full cruelly the Beast did rage and rore, 

To be downe held, and maystredso witli might, 
That he pan fret and fomc out bloudy gore, 
Stnuing in vaine to rere him sclfe vpright. 
For still the more he stroue, the more the 
Knight 

Did him suppresse, and forcibly subdew ; 
That made nim almofit mad for foil despight. 
He grind, hee bit, he scratcht, he venim threw , 
And fared hke a feend, right horrible in hew. 

32 

Or hke the hcll-bome Hydra^ which they fame 
j That great Akides whilome ouerthrew, 

! After that he had labourd long in vaine, 
Tocrophis thousand heads, thewhich still new 
Forth budded, and in greater number grew. 
Such was the fury of this hellish Beast, 
Whiiest Calidore him vndcr him downe threw ; 
Who nathemorc his heauy load rekast, 

I But aye the more be rag*d, the more bis powre 
1 increast. 


Cani^XIL 


FAERIE QVEENE. 


393 


33 

Tho when the Beast he mote nought auaile» 

By force, he gan his hundred tongues apply, 
And sharpely at him to reuile and raile, 

With bitter termes of shamefull infamy ; 

Oft interlacing many a forged Be, 

Whose like he neuer once did speake ,nor heare, 
Nor euer thought thing so vnworthily ; 

Yet did be nought for all that him forbeare, 
But strained him so streightly, that he chokt 
himncare. 

34 

At last when as he found his force to shrincke, 
And rage to quaile, he tookc a muzzcll strong 
Of surest yron, made with many a lincke ; 
Therewith he mured vp his mouth along, 
And therein shut vp his blasphemous tong, 
For neuer more defaming gentle Knight, 

Or vnto loucly Lady doing wrong: 

And thereunto a great long chaine he tight, 
With which he drew him fortli, eucn in his own 
despight. 

Like as whylome that strongTirytilhian swaine, 
Br ough t f or th w i I h li i m the d read f u 1 1 dog of hel I , 
Against his will fast bound in yron chaine, 
And roring horribly, did him compell 
To see the hateful! sunne, that he might tell 
To griesly Pluio, what on earth was donne, 
Ana to the other damned ghosts, whi( h dwell 
For aye in darkencsse, which day light doth 
shonne. 

So led this Knight his captyue with hke con- 


quest wonne. 


36 


Yet greatly did the Beast repine at those 
Straunge bands, whose like till then he neuer 
Ne euer any durst till then impose, [bore. 
And chauffed inly, seeing now no more 
Him liberty was left aloud to rore : [stand 
Yet durst he not draw backe ; nor once with- 
The proued powre of noble Calidore, 

But trembled vnderneath his mighty hand, 
And like a fearefull dog him followed through 
the land. 
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Him through all Faery land he follow’d so, 

As if he learned had obedience long, 

That all the people where so he diago. 

Out of their towoes did round about him 
throng, 

To see him leade that Beast in bondage strong, 
And seeing it, much wondred at the sight ; 
And all such persons, as he carst did wrong, 
Reioyced much to see his captiuc plight, 

And muchadmyr’d the Beast, but moreadinyr'd 
the Knight. 

Thus w'as this Monster by the maystring might 
Of doughty CaUdore, supprest and tamed, 
Tliat neuer more he mote endammadge wight 
With his vile tongue, which many had defamed, 
And many causelessc caust^d to be blamed : 
So did he eeke long after this remaine, 

Vntill that, whether wicked fate so framed, 
Or fault of men, he broke his yron chaine, 
And got into the world at hbcrly againc. 

3 ? 

Tlienctforlh more miscliiefe and more scath he 
wrought 

To mortall men, then he had done before ; 
Ne euer could by any more be brought 
Into like bands, ne inaystred any more ; 

Albc that long time after Calidore^ 

Tbe good Sir PelUtn him tookc in liand, 

And after him Sir luimoracke of yore, 

And all his brethren borne in Britaine land ; 
Yet none of them could euer bring him into 
band. 

So now he raungeth through the world againe, 
And rageth sore in each degree and state j 
Ne any is, that may him now restrainc, 

He growen is so great and strong of btc, 
Barking and biting all that him doe bate, 
Albe they worthy blame, or cleare of crime ; 
Ne spareth he most learned wits to rate, 

Ne spareth he the gentle Poets rime, 

But rends without regard of person or of time. 
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Ne rruiy this homely verse, of many meanest, 

Hope to escape his venemous despite, 

More then my former writs, all were thev clearest 
From blamefull blot, and free from all tnat witc, 

With which some wicked tongues did it backebite, 

And bring into a mighty Perw displeasure. 

That neuer so dcserura to endite. 

Tberfore do you my rimes kc^ better measure, 

And seeke to please, that now is counted wisemens threasure. 

FINIS. 
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Canto VI. 

Proud Change {not plrasd, in mortall things, 
beneath the Moone, to raipie) 

Pretends, as well of Gods, as Men, 
to be the Soueraine. 

I 

What man that sees the euer-whirling wheelt 
Of Change, the wliirh all mortall things (kith 
sway, 

Hut that therby doth find, and plainly 
fcele, 

How MVTABILITY in them dotli play 
Her crucll sports, to manv mens decay ? 
Wliioli that to all mav K'tter yet apficare, 

I will rehearse that whvlome I heard say. 
How she at first her selfe began to rearc, 
Gainst all the Gods, and th’empire sought from 
them to beare. 


lUit first, here falleth fittest to vnfold 
Her antique rate and linage ancient, 

As I hauc found it ngistrcd of old, 

In Faery Land mong'^t records permanent . 
She was, to wcet, a daughter by descent 
Of those old Titans, that did whylomc 
striuc 

With Saturnes sonne for heauens regiment 
Whom, though high loue of kingdomc did 
depnue, 

Vet many of their stemme long after did suruiuc. 
3 

And many of them, afterwards obtain’d 
Great power of lone, and high authority . 

As Hecate, in whose almighty hand, 

He plac t all rule and pnnci^iality, 

To l)e by her disposed diuersly. 

To Gods, and men, as she them list diuidt 
And drad Bellona, that doth sound on hie 
Warres and allarums vnto Nations wide, 
That makes both heauen and earth to tremble 
at her pride* 
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So likewise did this Titanesse aspire, 

Rule and dominion to her selfe to gaine ; 

Tliat as a Goddesse, men might her admire, 
And heauenly honours yield, as to them twaine. 
At tirst, on earth she sought it to obtaine ; 
WTiereshesuchproofeand sad examplesslicwed 
Of her great power, to many ones great paine, 
That not men onely (whom slicsoone subdewed) 
Rut tkc all other creatures, her bad dooings 
rewed. ^ 

For, she the face of earthly things so changed, 
That all which Nature had establish! first 
In good estate, and in meet order ranged, 

She did jDervert, and all their statutes burst : 
And all the worlds faire frame (which none yet 
durst 

Of Gods or men to alter or misguide) 

She alter’d quite, and made them all accurst | 
That God had blest ; and did at first prouide 
In that still happy state for cuer to abide 

6 

Nc shee the lawes of Nature onelv brake, 

Hut eke of lustice, and of Policie ; 

And wrong of right, and bad of good did make. 
And death for life exchanged foohshhc : 

Since which, all liuing wights haue leani’d to 
die, 

\nd all this world is woven daily worse. 

0 pittious worke of MVTABILITIEI 
By which, we all arc subiect to that curse, 
And deatli in stead of life haue sucked from our 
Nurse. ,, 

And now, when all the earth she thus had 
brought 

To her behest, and thralled to her might, 

She gan to cast in her ambitious thought, 
T’attempt the empire of the heauens hight, 
\nd loue himselfe to shoulder from his right 
And first, she past the region of the avre, 

And of thefire, whose substance thin and slight , 
Made no resistance, nc could her contraire, 
But ready passage to her pleasure did prcpairc. 

8 

Tlience, to the Circle of the Moone she clambe, 
Where Cynthia raignes in euerlastin^ glorv, 
To whose bright shining palace straight she 
came. 

All fairely deckt with heauens goodly story ; 
Whosesiluergates (by which there sate an hory 
Old aged Sire, with hower*glasse in band, 
Hight Tm) she entred, were he liefe or sory : 
Ne staide till she the high^t stage had scand. 
Where Cynthia did sit, that neuer still did stand. 


Her sitting on an luory throne shec found, 
Drawnc of two steeds, ih one bUck, the otht i 
white, 

Environd with tenne thousand stnrres around, 
That duly her attended day and night ; 

And by her side, there riui her I\igf , that hight 
VfspfT, whom we tlu* Kuening-starre intend: 
TIiaiwilhhisTorche.slilltwuikhnglikctwybght, 
Hcrhghtcncdallthew.iywhercvhfshouldwend, 
And loy to weary wandriiig trauuilers did knd : 

10 

Th.it when the hardy Tttane^se beheld 
The goodly building of her rilact briglit, 
Miulc of the liciiiens ‘»ul)stnnce, and vp-held 
With thousand ('rystall iiillors of huge hight, 
Shee gin to burne iii hei iinbitioiis spnght, 
And t’envie her tli.U in such glorie ruigned. 
FTtswnics she cast b> force and tortious might. 
Her to di.s|>lace ; and toiler selfo to haue gained 
The kingiioinc ol the Night, and waters by her 
wan It'd. j ^ 

Boldly she bid llie Gixldesse downc desiend, 
And kt her selfe into that Ivory throne ; 

For, shoe her selfe more worthy thereof wend. 
And bt'ttcr able it to guide alone : 

Whctiicr to men, whose fail she did bemone, 
Or vrito Gods, whose state she did maligiie, 
Or to ih'infemall Powers, her need giue kDe 
Of her faire hglit, and l>ounly mrAt Ixmigne, 
Her selfe of all that rule shec deemed most 
condigne. 

But shec that had to her that souoraigne stat 
By hightAt lonf assign’d, therein to Uare 
Nights burning lamp, rtgardc<J not her threat, 
Nc yielded ought for fauour or for fcare ; 

But witli Sterne countcnaunce and disdainfull 
cheare, 

Bending her horned hrowes, did put her bark ; 
And boldly blaming her for comimng then, 
Bade her at I once from heauens crxist to park, 
Or at her jxinll bide the- wrathfull 'Ihumleis 
wrack. 

Yet nathemore the (jiantfsse forlwre 
But boldly preanng-on, raught forth her hand 
To pluck her downc perforce f rom off he r chaire ; 
And there*with lifting v|) her golden wand, 
Threatncd to strike her if she did with-stand. 
Whcrc-at the starres, which round about her 
blazed, [stand, 

And eke the Moones bright wagon, still did 
All bceing with so hold attempt amazed, 

And on her vneouth habit and sternc looke still 
gazed. 
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Mean^while| the lower World, which nothing 
knew 

Of all that chaunced here, was darkned quite; 
And eke the heauens, and all the heauenly crew 
Of happy wights, now vnpurvaide of light, 
Were much afraid, and wondred at that sight; 
Fearing least Chaos broken had his chaine, 
And brought againe on them eternall night: 
But chiefely Mercury ^ that next doth raigne, 
Ban forth in haste, vnto the king of Gods to 
plaine. 

All ran together with a great out*cry. 

To loues faire Palace, hxt in heauens hight ; 
And beating at his gates full earnestly, 

Gan call to him aloud with all their might. 

To know what meant that suddaine lack of 
light. 

The father of the Gods when this he heard. 
Was troubled much at their so strange affright, 
Doubting least Typhon were againe vprear’d. 
Or other his old foes, that once him sorely fear’d. 

i6 

Eftsoones the sonne of Mata forth he sent 
Downe to the Circle of the Moone, to knowe 
The cause of this so strange astonishment. 
And why shec did her wonted course forslowe ; 
And if that any were on earth belowe 
That did with charmes or Magick her molest. 
Him to attache, and downe to hell to throwe : 
But, if from heauen it were, then to arrest 
The Author, and him bring before his presence 
presC 

The wingd-foot God, so fast his plumes did bcait. 
That soone he came where-as the Tilanesse 
Was striuing with faire Cynthia for her scat : 
At whosestrangesight,and haughty hardincsse. 
He wondred much, and feared her no lesse. 
Yet laying feare aside to doe his charge, 

At last, he bade her (with bold stedf^tnesse) 
Ceassc to molest the Moone to walke at large, 
Or come before high loue^ her dooings to dis- 
charge. 

i8 

And there*with*ali, he on her shoulder laid 
His snaky-wreathed Mace, whose awfulIjMwcr 
Doth make both C^aod hellish Bends aiuaid : 
Wherc-at the Titamsst did stemely lower, 
And stoutly answer M, that in euili hower 
He from his lout sucti message to her brought, 
To bid her leaue hure Cyn&ias siluer bo^r ; 
Sith shee his Imu and him esteemed nou^t, 
No more then CynMs lelfe ; but ail tLeir 
kingdoms sought. 


19 

The Heauens Herald staid not to reply^ 

But past away, his doings to relate 
Vnto his Lord ; who now in th’highest sky, 
Was placed in his principal! Estate, 

With all the Gods about him congregate ; 
To whom when Hermes had his message told, 
It did them all exceedingly amate, 

Saue hue ; who, changing nought his count’- 
nance bold, 

Did vnto them at length these speeches wise 
vnfold ; 

20 

Harken to mee awhile yee heauenly Powers ; 
Yc may remember since th’ Earths cursed seed 
Sought to assaile the heauens eternall towers, 
Ancl to vs all exceeding feare did breed ; 

But how we then defeated all their deed, 

Yee all doe knowe, and them destioied quite ; 
Yet not so quite, but that there did succeed 
An ofl-spring ©f their bloud, which did alite 
Vpon the fruitfull earth, which doth vs yet 
despite. 

Of that bad seed is this bold woman bred. 
That now with bold presumption doth aspire 
To thrust faire Phcche from her siluer bed, 
And eke our selues from heauens high Empire, 
If that her might were match to her desire ; 
Wlicrefore, it now behoucs vs to aduise 
WTiat way is best to driue her to retire ; 
Whether by open force, or counsell wise, 
Arced ye sonnes of God, as best ye can deuise. 

22 

So hauing said, he ceast ; and with his brow 
(His black eye-brow, whose doomefull dreaded 
beck 

Is wont to wield the world vnto his vow, 
Andeuen thehighestPowersofheauentocheck) 
Made signe to them in their degrees to speake : 
Wlio straight gan cast their counsell graue and 
wise. 

Meane-while, th’Earths daughter, thogh she 
nought did reck 

Of Hermes messa^ ; yet gan now aduise, 
What course were best to t^e in this hot bold 
emprize. 23 

Eftsoonessbe thusresolv’d ; that whil’st the God) 
(After retume of Hermes Embassie) 

Were troubled,and amongst themseluesatods, 
Before they c^d new counsels re-ollk, 

To set vpon them in that extasie ; Pend: 
And take what fortune time and place would 
So, forth she rose, and through the pureit sW 
To lorn high Pelace straight cast to aacein, 

ToprosccuteherpkibGoodon-setbQidigoodcDd. 
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Sbee there amuin^ boldly in did pass ; 

Where all the Go£ she found iiicoiuisell doMi 
All ouite viuum'd, as then their manner was. 
At sight of her th^ suddaine all arose, 

In great amaze, ne wist what way to chose. 
But Iwe^ all fearelesse, forc’t th^ to aby ; 
Andinhissoueraine throne, ganstraightdispose 
Himsclie more full of grace and Maiestie, 
That mote encheare his friends, and foes mote 
terrific. • 

That, when the haughty Titanesse beheld, 

.\11 were she fraught with pride and impudence, 
Yet with the si^ht thereof was almost queld ; 
And inly quaking, seem’d as reft of sense. 
And voyd of spee^ in that drad audience ; 
Vntill that lout himselfe, her selfe bcspake : 
Sp^dce thou fraile woman, speake with con- 
fidence, 

Whence art thou, and what doost thou here 
now make? 

What idle errand hast thou, earths mansion to 
forsake ? ^ 

Shee, halfc confused with his great commaund, 
Yet gathering spirit of her natures pride, 

Him boldly answer’d thus to his demaund : 

I am a daughter, by the mothers side, 

Of her that is Grand-mother magnifide 
Of all the Gods, great Earth, great Chaos child: 
But by the fathers (be it not envide) 

I greater am in bloud (whereon I build) 

Then all the Gods, though wrongfully from 
heauen exil’d. 

27 

For, Titan (as ye all acknowledge must) 

Was Saiurnes elder brother by birth-right ; 
Both, sonncs of Vranus : but by vniust 
AndguilefullmeaneSjthroughCory^nterslight, 
The youi^er thrust the elder from his right : 
Since which, thou Joue, iniuriously hast held 
The Heauens rule from T ilans sonnes by might ; 
And them to hellish dungeons downe hast feld; 
Witnesse ye Heauens the truth of all that 1 hauc 
teld. ^ 

Whil’stshethusspake, the Gods thatgauegoodeare 

To her bold words, and marked well her grace, 
Beeing of stature tall as any there 
Of all the Gods, and beautiifull of face, 

As any of the (^desses in place, 

Stood all astonied, like a sort of Steeres ; 
Mongst whom, some beast of strange and 
forrainelace, 

Vnwaresu<itfuiiic^t,firitmyingfromhispeeres: 
So did their ghastly gaie bewray their liidden 
feazea. 


Till hauing paus'd awhile, low thus beipake ; 
Will neuer mortall tlioughti ceasse to tipire, 
I In this bold sort, to Heuuen cUime to make 
I And touch alcstiall scares with earthly mire ? 
I 1 would haue thought, that bold /V^rux^exhire, 
i Or Typhims fall, or proud Jxions paine, 

' Or great Prorntthius, tasting of our ire, 
j Would hauc suffix’d, the rest for to nestraine; 

I Andwam'dallmenby their example torefrainei 


But now, this ofl-saim of that cursed fry, 

Dare to renew the like bold enterprixe, 

And chalenge th’heritage of tiiis our side ; 
Whom what should hinder, but that we likewise 
^ould handle as the rest of her allies, 

And thundcr-driue to hell ? With that, he 
shooke 

HisNectar* dcawed locks, with which the skyes 
And all the world beneath for terror quooke. 
And eft his burning levin-brond in hand be 
took*. 3, 

But, when he looked on her louely fece, 

In which, faire beames of beauty did appeare, 
That could thegreatest wrath soonetumetogracc 
(Sudi sway doth beauty eucn in Hwuen bcare) 
He staide his hand : and hauing chang'd hisr' 
cheare, 

He thus againe in milder wise began j 
But ah 1 if Gods should striuc with flesh yfere, 
Then shortly should the progeny of Man 
Be rooted out, if low should doe still what he 


But thee faire Titans child, I rather weene, 
Through some vai nc errour or inducement light , 
To see that mortall eyes hauc neucr scene ; 
Or through ensample of thy sisters might, 
Bellona ; whose great glory thou dooit spight, 
Since thou hast scene her dreadfull power 
belowc, ^ 

Mongst wrctdied men (dismaidc with her 
affright) 

To bandie Oownes, and Kingdomes to bestowe : 
And sure thy worth, nolcsse then Uers doth seem 
to showe. 

But wotc thou this, thou hardy Tiianesst, 
That not the worth of any liuing fright 
May challenge ought in Heauens intereise ; 
Much lesse the Title of old Titans Right : 

For, we by Conquest of our soueraine might, 
And by etemall doome of Fates decree, 

Haue wonne the Empire of the Heauens brijpt; 
Which to our selueswc hold, and to whom wee 

Sballworthydecmepartakenofourblissetobee. 
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Theq ceasse thy idle claime thou foolish gerle, 
And seeke by grace and goodnesse to obtaine 
That place from which by foll^ Titan fell ; 
There*to thou maist perhaps, if so thou fame 
Haue hue thy gratious Lord and Soueraigne. 
So, hauing said, she thus to him rephde ; 
Ceasse 5a/Mm«sonne, toseeke by proffers vaine 
Of idle hopes t*allure mee to thy side, 

For to betray my Right, before 1 haue it tride. 

35 

But thee, 0 louet no equall Judge I deeme 
Of my desert, or of my dewful I Right ; 

That m thineownebehalfemaist partiallseeme: 
But to the highest him, that is behight 
Father of Gerfs and men by equall might ; 
To weet, the God of Nature, I appeale. 
There*at hue wexed wroth, and m his spright 
Did inly grudge, yet did it well conceale ; 
And bade Dan Phoebus Scribe her Appellation 

•«le. 35 

Eftsoones the time and place appointed were. 
Where all, both heauenly Powers, and earthly 
wights, 

Before great Natures presence should appeare. 
For triall of their Titles and best Rights : 

, That was, to weet, vpon the highest bights 
Of Arlo-kill (Who knowes not Arlo-hiU ?) 
That is the highest head (in all mens sights) 
Of my old father Mole, whom Shepheards quill 
Renowmed hath with hymnes fu for a rurall 
skill. 
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And, were it not ill fitting for this file. 

To sing of hilles and woods, mongst warres 
and Knights, 

I would abate the sternenesse of my stile, 
Monnt these Sterne stounds to mingle soft 
delights f 

And tell how Aria through Dianaes spights 
(Beeing of old the best and fairest Hill 
That was in all this holy* Islands hights) 

Was made the most vnpleasant, and most ill. 
Meane while, 0 CliOt lend Calliope thy quill. 


But mongst them all, as fittest for her game. 
Either forchaceof beasts with hound or boawe. 
Or. for to shroude in shade from Phoebus flame. 
Or bathe in fountaines that doe freshly flowe. 
Or from high hilles, or from the dales belowe, 
She chose this Arlo ; where shec did resort 
With all her Nymphes enranged on a rowe. 
With whom the woody Gods did oft consort ; 
For, with the Nymphes, the Saty res loue to play 
and sport* 

40 

Amongst the which, there was a Nymph tliat 

hi^t 

Molanna ; daughter of old father Mole, 

And sister vnto MuUa, faire and bright : 
Vnto whose bed false Bregog whylome stole, 
That Shepheard Colin dearely did condole, 
And made her lucklesse loues wellknowne to be. 
But this Molanna, were she not so shole. 
Were no lesse faire and beautifull then shee : 
Yet as she is, a fairer flood may no man see. 
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For, first, she springs out of two marble Rocks, 
On which,agroue of Oakes high mounted growes, 
'JThat as a girlond seemes to deck the locks 
Of som faire Bride,brought forth with pompous 
showes 

Out of her bowrc, that many flowers strowes : 
So, through the flowry Dales she tumbling 
downe, 

Through many woods , and shady coverts flowes 
(That on each side her siluer channell crowne) 
Till to the Plaine she come, whose Valleyes shee 
doth drowne. 
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In her sweet streames, Diana vsed oft 
(After her sweat ie chace and toilesome play) 
To bathe her selfe ; and after, on the soft 
And downy grasse, her dainty limbes to lay 
In couert shade, where none behold her may . 
For, much she hated sight of liuing eye. 
Foolish God Faunus, though full many a dav 
He saw her clad, yet longw foolishly 
Tosee her naked mongstherNymphesin priuitv 


Whylome, when IRELAND florished in fame 
Of wealths and goodnesse, far abouc the rest 
Of all that bcare the British Islands name. 
The Gods then vs’d (for pleasure and for rest) 
Oft to resort there-to, when seem’d them best ; 
But none of all there*in more pleasure found, 
Then Cynthia ; that is soueraineQueene profest 
Of woods and forrests, which therein abound, 
Sprinkled with wholsom waters, more then 
most on ground 


No way he found to compasse his desire, 

But to corrupt Molanna, this her maid. 

Her to discouer for some secret hire ; 

So, her with flattering words he first assaid ; 
And after, pleasing gifts for her purvaid, 
Quecne-applcs, and red Cherries from the tree, 
With whicn he her allured and betraid, 

To tell what time he might her Lady see 
When she her selfe did bathe, that oe might 
secret bee. 
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I1ler^to hee pronistjfshee would him pk^ 
With thissmallboone, toquit her wi tha better ; 
To weet,that where-as shec had out of measure 
Ix)nglov'dtheFaiK^'«,whobvnoughtdidsether, 
That he would vndertakc, for this to get her 
To be his Loue, and of him liked well : 

Besides all which, he vow'd to be her debter 
For many moe ^ turnes then he would tell ; 
The least of which, this little pleasure should 
txcelL ^5 

The simple maid did yield to him anone ; 

And eft him placed where he close might view 
That ncucr any saw, saue onely one ; 

Who, for his hire to so foole-hardy dew, | 
Was of his hounds devour'd in Hunters hew. 
Tho, as her manner was on sunny day, 

Diam, with her Nymphes about her, drew 
To this sweet spring; where, doffing her anav, 
She bath’d her louely limbes, for loue a likely 

46 

There Faunus saw that pleased much his eye, 
And made his hart to tickle in his brest, 

That for great ioy of somc-what he did spy, 
He could him not containc in silent rest ; 

But breaking forth in laughter, loud profest 
His foolish thought. A foolish Faune indeed, 
Thatcouldst not hold thy selfe so hidden blest, 
But wouldest needs thine ownc conceit arecd. 
Babblers vnworthy been of so diuine a meed. 
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The Goddessc, all abashed with that noise, 

In haste forth started from the guilty brooke; 
And running straight where-as she heard his 
voice. 

Enclos’d the bush about, and there him tookc, 
Like darred Larke ; not daring vp to looke 
On her whose sight before so much he sought 
Thence, forth they drew him by the homes, 
and shooke 

Nigh all tt peeces, that thev left him nought ; 
And then into the open light they forth him 
brought. 

Like as an huswife, that with busie care 
Thinks of her Dairie to make wondrous gaine, 
Finding where-as some widted beast vnware 
That breakes into her Dayr’housc, there doth 
draine 

Her creaming pannes, and frustrateallherpainc; 
Hath in some snare or gin set close bdiind, 
Entrapped him, and cau^t into her traine, 
Then thinkes what punishment were best 
assign'd, [mind : 

And thousand deathea deuisethinherveogetuil 
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So did Diana and her mavdeos all 
VsesiUy Fnimtir, now within their baile: [call; 
They mockeand scome him, and him foulemii- 
Some by thenosehim pluckt, someby the ta^ 
And by his goatish b^rd some did nim haile: 
Yethe(pooresoule)with patience alldidbeare: 
For, nought against their wils might oounte^ 
vaile: 

Ne ought he said what euer he did heart; 

But hanging downe his head, did like a Home 
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At length, when they had flouted him their fill, 
They gan to cast what penaunce him to giue. 
Some would haue gelt him, but that same 
would spill 

TheWood-godsbrccd,whichmustforeuerliue: 
Others would through the riucr him haue driue, 
And ducked deepe: but that seem'd penaunce 
light ; 

But most agreed and did this sentence jiue, 
Him in Deares skin to clad ; and in that plight, 
To hunt him with their hounds, him leue laue 
how hee might. 

But Cynthia's selfe, more angry then ^e rest, 
Thought not enough, to punish him in sport, 
And of her shame to mJte a (jamesome iest ; 
But gan examine him in itraighter sort, 
Whidi of her Nymphes, or other close consort, 
Him thither broueht, and her to him betraid ? 
He, much affcam, to her confessed short. 
That 'twas Molanna which her so bewraid. 
Then all attonce their hands vpon Moianna laid. 
5a 

But him (according as they had decreed) 

WithaDeeres-skintheycouered, and then dust 

With all their hounds that after him did speed ; 
But he more speedy, from them fled more fast 
Then any Deere: so sore him dread aghast 
They after follow'd all with shrill out*ciy, 

Shoutingasthcythchcaucnswouldhauebrart! 

That all the woods and dales where he did flie, 
Did ring againe, and loud reccebo to the siue* 

5^ 

So they him follow'd till they weary ww; 
When, back returning to Mdann* againe, 
They, by commaund^ment of DwfWi there 

Herwheim’dwithstones. Yet FoMnui (for her 
Of her beloued Fanchin did obtaine, fpaine) 
That her he would recciue vnto his be^ 

Sonowbcrwaueipa«e Pto 

Till with the Fiwdb'fi she her selfe dM wed, 
And (both combin'd) thcmiehies in one faire 
nuer speed. 
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Nath’lesse, Dianas 
Thence*forth abandond her delicious brooke ; 
In whoseswcet streame, before that bad occasion, 
So much delight to bathe her limbes she tooke : 
Ne onely her, but also quite forsooke 
All those faire forrests about Arlo hid, 

And all that Mountaine, which doth over-looke 
The richest champian that may else be rid, 
And the faire 5We, in which are thousand 


Salmons bred. 

Them all, and all that she so deare did way, 
Thence-jforth she left; and partingfrora theplace, 
There-on an heauy haplesse curse did ky, 
To weet, that Wolues, where she was wont to 


space. 

Should harbour’d be,and allthose Woodsdeface, 
And Thieues should rob and spoile that Coast 
around. [Chase, 

Since which, those Woods, and all that goodly 
Doth to this day with Wolues and Thieues 
abound : 

Which too-too true that lands in-dwellers since 
haue found. 


Canto VII. 


Pealing, from louc, to Natur’s Bar, 
bold Alteration pUades 
Large Euidenct : but Nature soone 
her righteous Dooms oreads. 

I 

Ah ! whither doost thou now thou greater Muse 
Me from these woods and pleasing forrests bring? 
And my fraile spirit (that dooth oft refuse 
This too high flight, vnfit for her weake wing) 
Lift vp aloft, to tell of heauens King 
(Thy soueraine Sire) his fortunate successe, 
And victory, in bi^er noates to sing. 

Which he obtain ’dagainst that Tiianesse, 
That him of heauens Empire sought to dis- 
posscsse. ^ 

Yet sith 1 needs must follow ihy behest. 

Doe thou my weaker wit with skill inspire, 
Fit for this turne ; and in my feeble brest 
Kindle fresh sparks of that immortall fire, 
Which learned minds inflameth with desire 
Of heauenly things : for, who but thou alone. 
That art ybome of heauen and heauenly Sire, 
Can tell things doen in heauen so long ygone ; 
Sohurre past memory of man that may be knowne. 


Now, at the time that was before ^reed, 

The Gods assembled all on Arlo hill ; 

As well those that are sprung of heauenly seed. 
As those that all the other world doe fill. 

And rule both sea and land vnto their will : 
Onely th’infernall Powers might not appeare ; 
Aswell for horror of their count’nauncc ill. 
As for th’vnruly fiends which they did feare ; 
Yet PUUo and Proserpina were present there. 
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And thither also came all other creatures, 
What-euer life or motion doe retaine. 
According to their sundry kinds of features ; 
That Arb scarsly could them all containc ; 
So full they filled euery hill and Plaine : 

And had not Natures Sergeant (that is Order) 
Them well disposed by his busie paine. 

And raunged farre abroad in euery border, 
They would haue caused much confusion and 
disorder. ^ 

Then forth issewed (great goddessc) great dame 
Nature, 

With goodly port and gracious Maiesty ; 
Being far greater and more tall of stature 
Then any of the gods or Powers on hie : 

Yet certes by her face and physnomy, 
Whether she man or woman inly were. 

That could not any creature well desay : 
For, with a veile that wimpled euery where. 
Her head and face was hid, that mote to none 
appeare. ^ 

That some doc say was so by skill deuized, 

To hide the terror of her vneouth hew. 

From mortall eyes that should be sore agrized ; 
For that her face did like a Lion shew. 

That eye of wight could not indure to view : 
But others tell that it so beautious was. 

And round about such beames of splendor 
threw, 

That it the Sunne a thousand times did pass 
Ne could be seene, but like an image in a glass. 


That well may scemen true : for, well I weene 
That this same day, when she on Arlo sat, 
Her garment was so bright and wondroussheaie. 
That my fraile wit cannot deuize to what 
It to compare, nor finde like stufle to that. 
As those three sacred Saints, though else most 
wise. 


Yet on mount Thabor ouite their wits forgat, 
When they theirgloriousLord in strange dfsj^ 
Trans^r’d sawe ; his garments so did daze 
their eyes. 
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In a fayre Plaine vpon an equal! Hill| 

She placed was in a pauilion ; 

Not such as Craftes-mcn by their idle skill 
Are wont for Princes states to fashion : 

But th’carth her self of her owne motion, 

Out of her fruitfull bosome made to growe 
Most dainty trees ; that, shooting vp anon, 
Did seeme to bow their blooming heads full 
lowe, 

For homage vntoher, and like a throne did shew. 

9 

So hard it is for any Uuing wight, 

All her array and vestiments to tell, 

That old Dan Grffrey (in whose gentle spright 
The pure well h^ of Poesie did dwell) 

In m Foides parley durst not with it mcl, 

But it transferd to Alone, who he thought 
Had in hb Plaini oj kinder describ’d it well: 
Whidi who will read set forth so os it ought, 
Go seek he out that Alane where he may be 
sought. 

And all the earth far vnderncath her fecte 
Was dight with flowres, that voluntary grew 
Outof the ground, and sent forth odourssweet ; 
Tenne thousand mores of sundry sent and hew, 
That might delight thesmell,orplease the view: 
The which, the Nymphes, from all the brooks 
thereby 

Had gathered, whicli they at her foot-stoolc 
threw ; 

That richer seem’d then any tapatry, 

That Princes bowres adorne with painted 
imagery. „ 

And Mole himselfe, to honour her the more, 
Did deck himself in freshest faire attire, 

And his high head, that seemeth alwaies hore 
With hardned frosts of former winters ire, 

He with an Oaken girlond now did tire, 

As if the loue of some new Nymph late aeene, 
Had in him kindled youthfull fresh desire, 
And made him change his gray attire togreene ; 
Ah gentle Mole I such ioyance hath thee well 
bescene. 

Was neuer so great ioyance since the day, 

That all the gods whylome assembled were, 
On Hcemus hill in their diuine array, 

To celebrate the solemne bridall cheare, 
Twixt Peleus, and dame Thetis pointed there ; 
Where Phabus self, that god of Poets bight, 
They say did sing the spousal I hymne full clecre, 
That all the go& were rauisht with delight 
Of htt oeiestM song, and Musidcs woodrous 
might 


*3 

This great Grandmother of all creatures bred 
Great Afofkre, euer young yet full of eld, 

Still moouing, yet vnmoucd fiom her sted ; 
Vnsecnc of any, yet of all beheld ; 

Thus sitting in her throne as 1 haue teld, 
Before her came dame MutabUitie ; 

And being lowe before her presence feW, 

With meat obaysance and numilitie, 

Thus gan her plaintif Plea, with words to 
amplihe ; 

»4 

To thee 0 greatest goddesse, onely great, 

An humble suppliant loe, I lowely ny 
Seeking for Right, which I of thee entreat ; 
Wlto Right to all dost deale indiflercntly, 
Damning all Wrong and tortious Iniurie, 
Which any of thy creatures doe to other 
(Oppressing them with power, vnequally) 
Sitn of them all thou art the couall mother, 
And knittest each to each, os brother vnto 
brother. 

To thee therefore of tins same loue I pkunc, 
And of his fellow gods that faint to be, 

That challenge to themsclues the whole worlds 
wign; . 

Of which, the greatest pert is due to me, 

And heauen it sclfe by heritage in Fee : 

For, heauen and earth 1 both alike do deeme, 
Sith heauen and earth are both alike to thee i 
Ancijgodsnomorc then men thou doestesteemc : 

For, euen the gods to thee, as men to gods do 
seeme. 

16 

Then weigh, Osoucraignegoddesse, by wlwt right 

These ^ do claime the worlds whole soue- 
rainty ; ... 

And that is onely dew vnto thy might 
Arrogate to themsclues ambitiously: 

As for the gods owne principality, 

\^ich loue vsurpes vniusily ; that to be 
My heritage, hue's self cannot deny, 

From my great Grandsire Titan, vnto mee, 
Deriv’d by dew descent ; as is well knowen to 
thee. 

17 

Yet mauger /ewe, and all his gods beside, 

I doe possesse the worlds most r^meat ; 

As, if ye please it into parts diuide, 

And eucry parts inholders to conuent,. 

Shall to your wes appearc incontmeat. 

And fust, the Earth (great mother of w all) 
That only seems vnmov’d and pcmaacat, 
And vnto Mutability not thrall ; 

Yet is she chang’d in part, and eehe » 
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■For, all that from her springs, and is ybredde, 
How-euer fayre it flourish for a time, 

Yet see we soone decay ; and, being dead. 
To turne again vnto their earthly slime: 
Yet, out of their decay and mortall crime, 
We daily new creatures to arize ; 

And of their Winter spring another Prime, 
Vnlikein forme, and chang'dbystran^disguise: 
^0 tume they still about, and change m restlesse 
wise, 

19 

As for her tenants ; that is, man and beasts, 
The beasts we daily see massacred dy, 

As thralls and vassal Is vnto mens beheasts : 
And men themsclucs doe cliange continually, 
From youth to eld, from wealth to pouerty. 
From good to bad, from bad to worst of all. 
Nc doe their bodies only (lit and fly : 
Butecketheirmind8(whichtheyimmortallcall) 
Still change and vary thoughts,as new Occasions 
fall. 

20 

Nc is the water in more constant case ; 
Whether those same on high, or tliese belowc. 
For,th'Ocean moueth stil,from place to place ; 
And euery Riuer still doth ebbe and flowe : 
Ne any Like, that seems most still and slowc, 
Ne Pool? so small, that can his smoothnesse 
holde, 

When any winde doth vnder heauen blowe ; 
With whidi, the clouds are also tost and roll’d j 
Now like great Hills ; and, streight, like sluces, 
them vnfold. 


Therein the changes infinite bcholde. 

Which to her creatures euery minute chaunce- 

Now,boylinghot;streight,frie2ingdeadlycold- 

Now, faire sun-shine, that makes all skip and 
daunce : 


Streight,bitterstormsandbalcfulloountcnance 

That makes them all to shiuer and to shake : 
Rayne, haylc, and snowe do pay them sad 
penance, fouake) 

And dreadfull thunder-claps (that make them 
With flames and flashing lights that thousand 
changes make. 

• 

Last is the fire : which, though it Hue for euer, 
Ne can be quenched quite ; yet, euery day! 
Wee see his parts, so soone as they do seuer, 
To lose their heat, and shortly to decay ; 

So, makes himself his owne consuming pray. 
Ne anv liuing creatures doth he breed : 

But all, that arc of others bredd, doth slay ; 

And, with their death, his cruel! lifedooth 
Nought leauing but their barren ashes, without 
seede, 

25 

Tliu8,all these fower (the which theground-work 
bee 


Of all the world, and of all huing wights) 

To thousand sorts of C/iange we subicct sec. 

Into themselues, and lae their natiue mi^ts ; 
The Fire to Aire, and th’Ayre to Water sheere, 
And Water into Earth : yet Water fights 
With Fire, and Aire with Earth approaching 


So likewise are all watry liuing wights 
Still tost, and turned, with continuall change, 
Neucr abyding in their stedfast plights. 

The fish, still floting, doe at randon range. 
And neuer rest ; but euermore exchange 
Their dwelling places, as the streames them 
Carrie: 

Ne haue the watry foules a certainc grange. 
Wherein to rest, ne in one stead do tarry ; 
But flitting still doe flie, and still their places 
vary. 

22 

Next is the Ayre; which who fecles not by sense 
(For, of all sense it is the middle meane) 

To [fit still ? wd, with subtill influence 
Of his thin spirit, all creatures to maintaine. 
In state of life ? 0 weakc life ! that does leane 
On thing so tickle as thVnsteady ayre ; 
Which euery howreis chang’d, anaaltred cleane 
With euery blast that bloweth fowle or f^re : 
^fairedothitprolong ; thefowledothitimpaire. 


Yet all are in one body, and as one appeare. 
36 

So, in them all raises Mulabilitie ; 

How-euer these, that Gods themselues do call. 
Of them doe claime the rule and souerainty : 
As, Vesta^ of the fire aethereall ; 

VuUan, of this, with vs so vsuall ; 

Ops, of the earth ; and lurto of the Ayre ; 

N eptune, of Seas ; and Nymphes, of Riuers all. 
For, all those Riuers to me subiect are : 

And all the rest, which they vsurp, be all niv 
share. 

27 

Which to approuen true, as I haue told, 
Vouchsafe, 0 goddesse, to thy presence call 
The mt which doe the world in being hold : 
As, times eikI seasons of the ycare that fall: 
Of all the which, demand in generall. 

Or iudge thy selfc, by verdit of thine eye, 
Whether to me they are not sut^ alL 
Nature did yceld thereto ; and by-and-by, 
Bade Order call them all, ^fore her Uaksty* 
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So, forth issew’d the Seasons of the yeare ; 
First, lusty all dight in leauesof Bowres 

Thatfreshly tmddedaodnewbloosmesdklbeare 
(In which a thousand birds had built their 
bowres 

That sweetly sung, to call forth Paramours) : 
And in his hand a iauelin he did beare, 

And on his head (as fit for warlike stoures) 

A guilt engrauen morion he did weare ; 

That as some did him loue, so others did him 
feare. 

29 

Then came the ioUy Smmtft being dight 
In a thin silken cassock coloured peene, 

That was vnlyned all, to be more light : 

And on his head a mrlond well beseeae 
He wore, from whim as he had chauBed been 
The sweat did drop ; and in his hand he bore 
A boawe and shaftes, as he in forrest greene 
Had hunted late the Libbard or the Bore, 
And now would bathe his limbes, with labor 
heated sore. 


Next came fresh full of histyhed. 

And wanton as a Kid whose home new buds ; 
Vpon a Bull he rode, the same which led 
Europe floting through tWArgoiuk fluds : 
His ^mes were ^Iden all with golden studs 
And garnished with garlonds go^ly dight 
Of all tlie hirest Bowres and fres^t buds 
Which th’earth brings fortli, and wet be seem’d 
in sight 

With waucs, through which be waded for his 
loues delight. ^ 

Then came faire Way, the fayrestmayd on ground, 
Deckt all with dainties of her seasons pryde, 
And throwing fiowres out of her lap around : 
Vpon two brethrens shoulders she did ride, 
Tne twinnes of Ltda ; wliich on eythcr side 
Supported her like to their souertineQueene. 
Lord I bow all creatures laugbt, whm her 
they spidc, 

And leaptanddaunc’t as they had raui^t beene ! 
And Cupid selfe about her fluttred all in greene. 
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Then came the Auiumtu all in yellow clad, 

As though he ioyed in his plentious store, 
Laden withf rui ts that made him laugh, ful 1 glad 
That he had banisht hunger, which to-fore 
Had by the belly oft him pinched sore. 

Vpon his bead a wreath that was enrold 
With cares of come, of euery sort he bore : 
And in his hand a sickle he did holde, 

To rcape the ripened fruits the which the earth 
had ydd. 
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Lastly, came Winter cloathed all in frize, 
Chattering his teeth for cold that did him chill, 
Whil’ston hishoory beard hisbreath did freesc ; 
And the dull drops that from hb purpled bill 
As from a limbeck did adown distill. 

In his right hand a tipped staBe he held. 
With which his feeble steps he staved still : 
For, he was faint with cold, and weak with eld ; 
That scarse his loosed limbes he hable was to 
weld. 


These, marching softly, thus in order went, 
And after them, the Monthes all riding came ; 
First.sturdyil^jr^withbrowsfullstcmlybent, 
And armed strongly, rode vpon a Ram, 

The same which ouer HdUspontus swam : 
Vet in his hand a spade be also hent, 

And in a bog all sorts of seeds ysame, 

Which on earth he strowed as he went, 
And Bid her womb with fruitfull hope of 
nouri^unent 


And after her, came iolly June, airayd 
All in greene leaues, as he a Player were ; 

Yet in his lime, he wrought as well as playd, 
That by his plough*yrons mote right well 
appeare : 

Vp(ki a Crab be rode, that him did beare 
With crooked crawling steps an vneouth past, 
And backward yode, as Bargemen wont to fare 
Ending their force contrary to their face, 
Like that vngradouscrew wliimfaines demurest 

36 

Then came hot July boyling like to fire. 

That all his garments he W ewt away : 
Vpon a Lyon raging yet wiA ire 
He boldly rode and made him to obay ; 

It was the beast that whylome did fonay 
The Nenuean forrest, till th' Amphytrionide 
Him slew, and with his hide did him array ; 
Behindc his back a sithe, and by his side 
Vnder his belt he bore a sickle circling wide. 
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'Hie sixt was August, being rich arrayo 
In garment all of gold downe to the ground ’ 
Yet rode he not, hail led a louely Mayd 
Forth by the lilly hand, the whi^ was cround 

With«re5ofcornc,aDdfullherhand was found; 

That was the righteous Virgin, which of old 
Liv'd here on earth, and plenty made abouM ,* 
But, after Wrong was lov’d and lustice solde, 
She left th’vnri^iteous world and was tohcauco 
extoid 
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Next him, Se^Umber marched ceke on foote ; 
Yet was he neauy laden with the spoyle 
Of haruests riches, which he made his boot. 
And him enrichtwith bounty of the soyle: 
In his one hand, as fit for haruests toyle, 

He held a knife-hook ; and in th’other hand 
A paire of waights, with which he did assoyle 
Both more and lesse, where it in doubt did 
stand. 

And equall gaue to each as lustice duly scann’d. 
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Then came October full of merry glee : 

For, yet his noule was totty of the must, 
Which he was treading in the wine-fats see, 
And of the ioyous oyle, whose gentle gust 
Made him so frollick and so full of lust: 

Vpon a dreadfull Scorpion he did ride, 

The same which by Dianaes doom vniust 
Slew great Orion : and ceke by liis side 
He had his ploughing share, and coulter ready 
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Next was Nouember, he full grosse and fat, 

As fed with lard, and that right well might 
seeme; 

For, he had been a fatting hogs of late, 

That yet his browes with sweat, did reek and 
steem. 

And yet the season was full sharp and breem ; 
In planting eeke he took no small delight ; 
Whereon he rode, not easie was to deeme ; 
For it a dreadfull Centaure was in sight, 

The seed of Saturne, and faire Naisy Chtron 
hight. 

And after him, came next the chill December : 
Yet he through merry feasting which he made, 
And great bonfires, did not the cold remember; 
His f&uiours birth his mind so much did glad : 
Vpon a shaggy-bearded Goat he rode, 

The same wherewith Dan lone in tenderyearcs, 
They say, was nourisht by iWldcean mayd ; 
And in his hand a broad deepe boawle he beares; 
Of which, he freely drinks an health to all his 
Peores. 

Then came old lanuary, wrapped well 
In many weeds to keep the cold away ; 

Yet did he (juake and quiuer like to quell. 
And blowehisnayles towarme them if he may : 
For, thev were numbd with holding all the day 
An hatchet keene, with which he felled wood, 
And from the trees did lop the needlesse sprav : 
Vpon an hugest Earth-pot steane he stood ; 
Fr^ whose wide mouth, there flowed forth the 
Romane floud. 


And lastly, came cold Febnutryy sitting 
In an old wagon, for he could not ride ; 
Drawne of two fishes for the season fitting. 
Which through the flood before did softly slyde 
And swim away : yet had he by his side 
His plough and harncsse fit to till the ground, 
And tooles to prune the trees, before the pride 
Of hasting Prime did make them burgein 
round : 

So past the twelue Months forth, and their dew 
places found. ^ 

And after these, there came the Day, and Nighty 
Riding together both with equall pase, 
Th’onc on a Palfrey blacke, the other white ; 
But Night had couered her vneomely face 
With a blacke veilc, and held in hand a mace, 
On top whereof the moon and stars were pight, 
Andsleepand darknesseroundaboutdid trace: 
But Day did beare, vpon his scepters hight, 
The goodly Sun, encompast all with beanies 
bright, 

Then came the Howres, faire daughters of high 
loue, 

And timely Nighty the which were all endewed 
With wondrous beauty fit to kindle loue ; 
But they were Virgins all, and loue eschewed, 
That might forslack the charge to them fore- 
shewed 

By mighty loue ; who did them Porters make 
Of heauens gate (whence all the gods issued) 
Which they did day ly watch, and nightly wake 
By euen turnes,ne euer did tlieir charge forsake. 
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And after all came Life, and lastly Death ; 
Death with most grim and griesly visage seem, 
Yet is he nought but parting of the breath ; 
Ne ought to see, but like a shade to weene, 
Vnbodied, vnsoul’d, vnheard, vnsecne. 

But Life was like a faire young lusty boy, 
Such as they faine Dan Cupid to haue beene, 
Full of delightfull health and liuely ioy, 
Deckt all with flowres, and wings of gold fit to 
employ. 

* ^ 47 

When these were past, thus gan the Titanessc ; 
Lo, mighty mother, now be iudge and say, 
Whether in all thy creatures more or lesse 
CHANGE doth not raign and beare the great- 
est sway: 

For, who sees not, that Time on all doth pray ? 
But Times do change and moue continually. 
So nothing here long standeth in one stay : 
Wherefore, this lower world who can deny 
But to be subiect still to MutednUUe f 
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Then thus ^ loue ; Right true it is, that these 
And all things else that vnder heauen dwell 
Arechaung’dof r<m^,whodoththcinalldisseise 
Of being : But, who is it (to me tell) 

That riWhimseUedothrooueand still oompell 
To keepe his course ? Is not that namely wee 
Which pourc that vertue from our heauenly cell. 
That moues them all, and makes them clmgcd 

So them we gods doe rule, and in them also thee. 
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To whom, thus Mutability : The things 
Which we see not how they are mov’d and 
swayd, 

Ve may attribute to your sclues as Kings, 
And say they by your secret powre are made : 
But what we see not, who shall vs pcrswade ? 
But were they so, as ye them faine to be, 

Mov ’d by you r migh t , and ord red by your ayde ; 
Yet what if I can prouc, that euen yee 
Your seines are likewise cliang’d, and subiect 
vnto mee ? 
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And first, concerning her that is the first, 

Euen you faire Cytithia , whom so much ye make 
hues dearest darling, she was bred and nurst 
On Cynthus hill , whence she her name did take; 
Tlien is she mortal 1 borne, how-so ye crake ; 
Besides, her face and countenance euery day 
Wc changed see, and sundry forms partake, 
Now hornd, now round, now bright, now 
brown and gray ; 

So that as change/uU as the Moone men vse to 
say. 
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Next, Mercury f who though he Icssc appearc 
To change his hew, and alwayes seeme as one ; 
Yet, he his course doth altar euery yeare, 

^d is of late far out of order gone ; 

^ Venus eeke, that goodly Paragonc, 
Though faire all night,yet is shedarke all day; 
^^A Pheebus self, who lightsome is alone. 

Yet is he oft eclipsed by the way, 

And fills the darkned world with terror and 
dismay. 

Now Mars that valiant man is changed most ; 
For, he some times so far runs out of square. 
That he his way doth seem quite to luiue lost, 
ijmd cleane without his vsuall sptwre to fare ; 
That euen these Star*gazers stonisht are 
At sight ^ereofiand damne theirlyingbookcs; 
^ likewise, grim Sir Salume oft do3i ^re 
J^sten)eas|)ect,aiKlcalmehiscrabbedlookes: 
So many turning cranks these haue, so many 
Crookes. 
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But j'ou Dan loutt that only constant are, 
And King of all the rest, as ye do clame, 

Are you not subiect eeke to this mbfarc ? 
'Then let me aske you this wiihouten blwne, 
Where were ye borne ? some say in Crete by 
name, 

Others in Thebes^ and others olher-whcre ; 
But whcrcsoeuer they comment the same, 
They all consent tliat ye begotten were, 

And borne here in this world, nc other can 
appearc. 

Then are ye mortall borne, and thrall to me, 
Vnlcsse the kmgdome of the sky yee make 
Immorlall, and vncliangeable to bee ; 
Iksidcs, that |X)wer and vcrlue whu h ye spoke, 
That ye here workc, doth many cliangcs tah**, 
Andyour ownenaturcschange: for,cach of yOi. 
That vertue haue, or this, or that to make, 

Is clicckt and changed from his natuie trew. 
By others opposition or obliquid view, 
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Besides, the sundry motions of your Spheares, 
So sundry waics and fashions as elerkes faine, 
Some in bhorts;xice,and some in longer ycarcs; 
Wliat is the same but alteration plainc ? 
Onely the starrie skic doth still remaine : 

Yet do the Starres and Signes therem still 
moue. 

And euen it self is mov’d, as wkards same* 
But all that moiieth, doth mutation loue: 
Therefore both you and them to me 1 subiect 
proue. ' 

Then since within tins wide great Vntuerse 
Nothing dotli firmc and pennanent ap|)carc, 
But all tliinK tost and turned by transuerse : 
What then should let, but I aloft should reare 
My Trophcc, and from all, the triumph beare ? 
Now iudge then (Othou greatest goddessc trew!) 
Acoordii^ as thv selfe doest see and beare, 
And vnto me acfdoom that is my dew ; 

That is the rule of all, all being rul’d by you. 
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So hauing ended, silence long ensewed, 

Ne Nature to or fro spake for a space, 

But with firme eyes affixt, the ground still 
viewed. 

Mcanc while, all creatures, looking in her face, 
Expecting th’cnd of this so doubtfull case. 
Did hang in long suspence what would ensew, 
Towhethersideshouldfallthesoueraignepl^ 
At lei^, she looking yp with chearefull view, 
The si&ree brake, ajui gaue her doome in 
speediet few. 
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1 well ocmskfer tU that ye bane sayd, 

And find that all thing! stedfiutnes doe hate 
And changed be : yet being ra^y wayd 
They are not chanj^ from tb Jr first estate ; 
But by their diange their being doe dilate : 
And turning to tMmselues at length againe, 
Doe wofke their owne perfection so by isLtt : 
Then ouer them Change doth not rule and 

But^£^ raippie ouer change, and doe their 
states mamtaine. 


Cease therefore dau^ter further to aspire, 
And thee content thus to be rul'd by me : 
For thy decay thou seekst by thy desire ; 
But time shall come that all shall changed bee, 
And from thenceforth, none no more change 
shall see. 

So was the Tiianess put downe and whist, 
And loue confirm'd in his imperiall see. 
Then was that whole assembly (^uite dismist, 
And Natur*s selfe did vanish, whither no man 
wist. 


V///. Canto, vnperfite. 


When 1 bethinke me on that ^leech whyleare, 
Of MuUibiliiy, and well it way : 

Me seemes, tiMt though she all vnworthy were 
Of the Heav'ns Rule j yet very sooth to say, 
In all thin« else she beares the greatest sway. 
Which mJces me loath this state of life so 
tickle. 

And loue of things so vaine to cast away ; 
Whose flowring pride, so fading and so fidcle, 
Short Time shall soon cut down with his con- 
suming sickle. 


Then gin I thinke on that whidi Nature sayd, 
Of tlmt same time when no more Change shall 
be. 

But stedhist rest of nil things firmely stayd 

r the pillours of Eternity, 
is contrayr to MutabiUtie : 

For, all that moueth, doth in Change delight: 
But thencc-forth all shall rest eternally 
With Him that is the God of Sabbaoth hight : 
O that great Sabbaoth God, graunt me that 
Sabaoths sight. 


FINIS* 



Letter of the Authors expounding his 

whole intention in the course of this worke : which 
for that it giueth great light to the Reader, for 
the better vnderstanding is hereunto 
annexed. 


To the Right noble^ and Valorous^ Sir Walter Raleigh knight, 
Lo. Wardein of the Stanneryes, and her Maiestics liefe- 
tenaunt of the County of Cornewayll. 


sir knowing ham doubt fulty alt AUigpriti may 
boconstruoa^andthU bootut^f minty which I haut 
eMiiitdtd iha fatry Quetnty being a continued 
Alugovjy or darkt conaity f haut thought good 
asuftU for auoyding of gtalous opinions and mis- 
construciionSy as also fir your better Itgki iu 
reading thtrqfy {being so by you commanded,) to 
discouer vnto \ou the general intention and 
meaning, which in the whole course thereof I 
kaue fashioned, without expressing of any far^ 
ticular purposes or by-accitUnts therein occa- 
sioned, The generalt end therefore of all the 
hooke is to fashion a gentleman or noble person 
in vertuous and gende discipline: W huh for 
that I concerned shonlds be most plausible and 
pietsing, being coloured with an historiccUl 
fiction, the which the mast part of men delight to 
read, rather for variety of matter, then for 
Prnjtte of the ensompte : I chose the historye of 
king Art hurt, ax most fitte for the excellency of 
kts p rson. being made famous bs many mens i 
former workes and also furthest from the 
danngerof enny, and suspifion of present time. I 
In which / hane ollowed all the aniuue Poets 
luMoricall, first Homere, who in the fsreons of 
Agamemnon and Vtysses hath ensampUd a good 
gnuemour and a vertuous mnn, the one in his 
I lias, the other in his Odys^is : then Virgil, 
whose tike intention was to Hoe in the person oj 
Aenw: after him Ariosto compr'sed them both 
in his Orlando: and lately Tas.wdieseuered them 
againe, and formed both parts in two persons, 
namely that part which they in Philosophy call 
^thice, or vertues of a priuate man, coloured in 
hh RtneUdo: the other named PolHioe in his 
G^fredb, Be ensampie tf which excsUente Poets, 
/ labour to prurtraict in Arthurs, before he was 
hing, theimageqfa braue knight, perfected in the 
iweluapriueUe morall xfertues,as Aristotle hath de- 
nt sed, ihe teAieh is the purpose ^ these first iwelue 
bfokss : which if I finds to be well accepkel, I may 
^ ^hmpt enwraged, to frame the other part of 
Pmliti^ vermes in his person, sftsr mat hee 
csms to bo king. To scene I know this Methods 
^nli seems dupUasmnwt, which hod rather haue 
good dioMpUmo delinsrsd piaie^ in way of pre- 


cepts, or sermoned at lerge, os they vu, then thus 
ctowdily enwrapped in Allegoricedt deuiees. But 
such, me seems, should be satisfide with ihe vse tf 
these dayes, seeing all things accounted by their 
sh>wes, and nothing esteemed qf, that is not de- 
tighlfuU and pleasing to commune sence. For 
this canse is Xenophon preferred before Pato, 
for that the one in the exquisite depth his 
iudgement, formed a Commune welth such as it 
should be, out the other in the Person cf Cyrus 
and the Persians fashioned a gouemement such 
as might best be : So much more pro/ltabls and 
gratiaus is doctrine by ensamfle. then by rule, 
.'to haue / laboured to doe in the person oJ 
Arthurs : whome Iconceiue efter hte long educa- 
tion by limon, to whom he was by Merlin de- 
iiuered to be brought vp,so soone as he was borne 
of the Lody ^ayne, to haue eeene in a dream or 
vision ihe Faery Queen, with whose exceitmi 
beauty rauished, he awaking tesolued to seeks her 
out, and so being by MeHin armed, and by Timtm 
throughly instructed, he went to seeks her forth 
if! Faerye land In that Faery Queens 1 means 
glory in my generalt intention, but in tuy parti- 
cular 1 conceiue the most excellent and glorious 
Person of our soueraine the Queene, and her 
kingdoms in Faery land. And yet in st<me plane 
els, / doe otherwise shadow her. For consider! ug 
she heareth two persons, ihe one of a mott reyall 
Oueene or Empress/, the other qf a most vertuous 
and beautifull Lady, this latter fart in sonu 
places r df>e express/ in Belphatbe, fashioning her 
name according to your owns excellent oonceipt qf 
Cynthia, \Ph<Ae and Cynthia being both namot 
ofDiana.) So in the person of fbnncs Arthurs 

the xii. other veriuoo, ImokexiL 
thepatronee. for the mere variety of the Maun . 
Qfwhieh theso throe bpokueontayn ikn^T^ 
ffreiqftke knight M the Rodcrosse, in whome ! 
%p^ese Motynee: Thooseoeede of Sir Cuyom. im 
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whomelstiltforlh Ttmfttraunce : The third o/ 
Britomar/is a Lady hntght^ in whome / picture 
Chastity. But becatts* the beginning of the whoU 
worhs seemeth abrupt* ana as depending vpon 
other antecedents^ it needs that ye hnow the occa- 
sion of these three hnights seuerall aduentures. 
For the Methode of a Poet historical ts not such^ 
as of am Historiographer. For an Historio- 
grapher discourseth of ajfayres orderly as they 
were donne^ accounting as well the times as 
the actions^ but a l^t thrus/eth into the 
middest^ euen where it most conumeth him^ 
and there recoursing to the thinges /orepaste^ 
and diuining of thinges to come, tnakeih a pleas- 
ing Analysts of all. The beginning t/uref ore of 
my history, if it were to be told bv an Historio- 
grapher. should be Ihe twelfth books, which is the 
last, where / deuise that the Faery Quune kept 
her Annuall feasts xii. dayes. t»ppon which xii. 
seuerall dayes. the occasions of the xii seuerall 
aduentures kapned^ which being vndertaken by 
Xii. seuerall knights, are in these xii books seuer- 
ally handled and discoursed. The first was this. 
In the beginning of the feast, there presented him 
Silfe a tall clowmshe youngs man. who falling 
before the Queen of Fanes desired a boone (as the 
manner then was) which during that feast she 
might not refuse : which was that hu might haue 
the atchieuement of any adueniure. which during 
that feasts should happen, that being graunled. 
he rested him on the floors, vnfltte through his 
rusticity for a better place Soone after entred a 
fairs Ladye in mourning weedes. riding on a 
white Asse. with a dwarfs behind her leading 
a warlike steed, that bore the Armes of a knight, 
and hisspeare in the dwarfes hand, Shee falling 
bHore the Queens of Faenes. complayned that her 
father and mother an ancient King and Queens, 
had bene by an huge dragon many years shut vp 
in a brasen Ca ^tle. who thence suflred them not 
to yssew : an I therefore besought the Faery 
Queens to assygne her some one of her knights to 
take on him that exployt. Presently that clownish 
person vbstarting. desired that aduenture : 
whereat the Queens much wondering, and the 
Lady much gainesaying, yet he earnestly impor- 
tuned his desire, in the end the Lady told him 
that vnlesse that armour which she brought, 
would serue him (that is the armour ^ a Chris- 
tian man specified by Saint Paul v. Ephes.) that 


he could not succeed in that enterprise, which 
being forthwith put vpon him witn dews furni- 
tures thereunto, he seemed the goodliest man in 
at that company, and was well liked of ike Lady 
And eftesoones taking on him knighthood, and 
mounting on that sfraunge Courser, he went 
forth with her on that aduenture: where begin- 
neth the first booke. vs. 

A j^entlc knight was pricking on the pUyne. Ac 

The second day ther came in a Palmer bearing 
an Infant with bloody hands, whose Parents 
complained to haue bene slayn by an Enchaun- 
teresse called Acrasia : and therj ore craued of 
the Faery Queens, to appoint him some knight, 
to performs that aduenture. which being assn^ned 
to Sir Giiyon. he presently went forth with that 
same Palmer : which is the beginning of the 
second booke and the whole sublet t thereof 7'he 
third day there came in. a Groome who com- 
plained before ihe Faery Queene. that a vile En 
chaunter called Busirane had in hand a most 
fairs Lady called Amoretia. uhom he kept in most 
grieuous torment, because she would not yield 
him the pleasure of her body. Whereupon Sir 
Scudamour the louer of that Lady presently tooke 
on him that aduenture. But being vnable to per 
forme it by reason of the hard hnehauntmeuts. 
after long sorrow, in the end met with Brito- 
marfiSt who succoured kifn. and reskewed his 
hue. 

Bui by occasion hereof, many other aduentures 
are intermedled. but rather as Accidents, then 
intendments. A s the lotu of Britomart. the ouer- 
throw of Marineil. the misery of Florimell. the 
vertuousnes of Belphcebe. the lasciuiousnes oj 
HeUenora. and many the like. 

Thus much Sir. I haue briefly ouerronne to 
direct your vnderstanding to the wel-head oJ the 
History, that from thence gathering the who.e 
intention of the conceit, ye may as in a handfull 
gripe al the discourse, which otherwise may 
happily Sterne tedious and con fused. So humbly 
crauing the continuaunce of your honorable 
fauour towards me. and tk' eternal I estabUskmeni 
of your happines. / humbly take teaue, 

sj. lanuary. 1580 

Yours most humbly affectionate 
Ed. Spenser 
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J A Vision vpon this conceipt of the 

Faery Queene. 


«* E thoBglit I jaw thf Rrsue, whete laun Uy, 
iu Within that Temple, where the trestall flame 
Was wont to bume. and passinjr by that way, 

To aee that boned oust of lioins; fame, 

Whoac tombe faire loa& an<l fairer vertoe kept, 
All «uddcnly I taw the Faery (^eene : 

At whoac approch the soule otPftrarke wept, 


And from ttenceforth those gracei were not neock 
For they this Qoeene attentled, m w hose iteed 
Obliuion laid him downe on lAuru herse : 

Hereat the hardest stones were scene to bleed, 
And ffroncaof buneilj^hosles the heauenadid peiwe. 
Wl^re Hotmrs spng^ht did tremble all forjrriafe, 
And curst th’acccsse of that celcstiall theifc. 


Another of the same. 


'J^Ht prayst of meaner wiis thisruorke Uk* profit 
i brings^ 

As doth ttU Cuckoes song delight when rhiluracna 
sings. 

If thou hast formed right true vertues fau 
hrtin : 

Virtue her set/e can b^si disarne, to whom they 
written bin. , , , , , , 

If thou hast beautie prays f let her sole looker 

ludge if ought therein be amis ^ and mend ti by 
iur eine, , 

If Chastitie want oughts or Temperance her 
dew, 


Behold her Princely mtnd aright, and write thy 
Queene anew. 

Meane while she shall percetue, how farre her 
vertues sore 

Aboue ike reach of all that Hue, or suck as wrote 

And thereby will excuse and fauour thy goodwill : 

II host vertue can not be exprest, out by an 
Angels quill. 

Of me no lints are lou'd, nor letters are qf 
price. 

Of all which sfeake our English longue, but 
' ‘ycttuice. 


those of thy a 


W. R. 


rOUyn I see by thy new taken tashe, 

^soms sacred fury hath enricht thy braynes. 
That leades thy muse in haughtie verse to masie, 
and loath the layes that longs to lowly swaynos. 
That lifts thy notes from Ishepheardes vnio 
kings. 

So liki the liuely Larke that mounting stngs. 

Thy louely Rosolinde seemas nowforlorne, 
and all thy gentle fiockes forgotten quigkt. 

Thy chaunged hart now koldes thy pypes in same, 
those prety PyPes that did thy mates dehghi. 
Those trusti* mates, that loued thee so well, 

Whom thou gau^st mirth : as theygaue thee the 
bell. 

Yet as thou earst with iky sweete roundelayts, 
didst stir re to glee our laddes in homely bowers 
So moughtst thou now in these refyned laves, 
delight the dainty eares of higher powers, 
dnd so mought thsy tn thsir deeps skanning 
skill 

Alow and grace our Cdllyns fiowing quiU, 

And fare befall that Faerie Queene of thine, 
in whose fntre eyes hue lindit with vertue sits 
Enfusing Iv those bewiies furs deuynt, 
such high conaites into thy kumm wits, 

As raised hath poors pastors oaten reads. 

Prom rustiche tunes, to chaunt heroique desdes. 

So mought thy Redcrosse knight with happy hand 
victorious oe in that fairs liands tight 
Wffch thou doest voile in Type of Fasry land 
bUssedfiild, that Albioo hight. 

That skieltki her frUnds^ emd warns hsr 

YdstillS^paopk, poaoe, amdpUmtieJIomes. 


To the learned Shepheard. 

But {tolly Shepheard) ihoufh with pleasing style, 
thou feast tne humour of the Courtly trains 
et not concsipt thy setUd sence heguiU, 


tie daunted be through enuy or disdaintu 
Subiect thy dome to her Empyring sprigM, 

From whsHCS thy Must, and all the world takes 
light, 

Hobynoll. 

F Ayre Thamis atrcainc, that from Ludds stately 
townc, 

Runst paying tribute to the Ocean seas, 

Let all thy nymphes and Syrens of renown* 

Be silent, whyle this Bryttanc Orpheus olaytax 
Nere thy aweet bankes, there hues that sacred 
crowne, . 

Whose hand strowes Palme and neaer-dylog bayaa, 
U t all at once, with thy soft mummnng sowne 
Present her svith this worthy Poets praves. 

For he bath Uught hyc drifts in sbepabefdea 

And^rae ooiKT Hes now singes in Fasfies daades. 
R.8. 

QRaue Muses march In triumph and with 

OurWisiU hen hath giuenjou leaue tolai^: 
And biddes this rare dispenser of your graces 

Bow downs his brow onto her eac^ hand^ 

Desertesfindee dew in ihat imet 

In whose sweete brest an all ike bndde . 

.Sb did thaignat Aagnstu* erst , 

With leauss of fame adorns hit Poetthedde, 
Fairs be the guerdon ef your Pa^y 9*^, 
Euen qftke faireet tha^ t^ world hath teena 


H.B. 



410 


COMMENDATORY VERSES. 


VVTHen tUmt AchitlsM heard of Hiltns rape 
W And what renenge the States of Greece deaisd: 
Thinking by lieirtt tin fauil warres to scape, 

In womans weed^ him selfe he thm disgnisde : 
Bat tills deaise Viifua soone did spy, 

And brought him mrth, the channce ut wa rre to try. 
When Sptnaru.'n the fame was ipredd so large, 
Through Paeiy land of their renowned Quernc : 
Loth tnat hit Mote ihoold uke so great a charge, 
As insnch haughty matter to be scene, 

To seeine a shrpeheard then he made his choice, 
But Sjfdm^ heard him sing, and knew his voice. 

And as VlysMt brought faire ThtWs lonne 
From hit retyred life to menage armes : 

So Sptnar was by Sidmys speaches wonne. 

To blase her fame not fearing future harmes : 

For well he knew, his Muse would soone be tyred 
In her high praise, that all the world admired 

Yet as AckilUi in those warlike frayet. 

Did win the palme from all the Grtcian Peeies : 
$0 Spinur now to his immortal) prayse, 

Hath woone the Laurell quite from all his feres. 
What though his taske exceed a humaine witt, 

He is excus'd, sith Sidnty thought it iitt. 


7 ^0 locks vpcn M works of rare dmiu 
Vu which a workman ssliclh out to view, 
And mot to yield ti the destrued prise, 

Jhat vnto such a workmanship is dew. 

Doth either proue ike iudgement to be naught 
Or els doth shew a mind vntk enuyfraughL 

To labour to commend a peeee of works. 

Which no mangoes about to discommend. 
Would raise a tealous doubt that iheri did lurkt, 
Some secret doubt, whereto the Prayse did tend. 

For when men know the goodnes of the wyne. 
Tie needlesse for the hoast to hams a sygne. 

Thus then to shew my iudgement to be such 
As can disceme of colours blacks, and white. 

As alls to free my minds from enuies inch, 
That neuer gtues to any man his right, 

I here pronounce this workmanship is suOi, 
As that no pen can set it forth too much 

And thus I hanr a garland at the dore, 

Not for to shew the goodnes of the ware : 

Rut such hath beene the custome heretofore. 

And cusiomes very hardly broken are. 

And when your iast shall tell you this is trew, 
Then looke you giue your hoast his vtmost dew. 
Ignoto. 


[DEDICATORY SONNETS.] 

To the right honourable Sir Christopher Hatton, 
Lord high Chauncelor of England. &c. 


T Hoie prudent heads, that with theire counsels 
wise 

Whylora the Pilloars of thVarth did sustalne, 

And taught ambitious Rome to tyrannise. 

And in the neck of all the world to rayne. 

Oft from those graue affaires were wont abstaine, 
With the sweet Lady Muses for to play : 

So Ennius the elder Africane, 


So Maro oft did Ceesars cares allay. 

Sqyott great Lord, that with your counsell sway 
The burdeine of thm kingdom mightily. 

With like delightes tomeiimcs may eke delay, 
The rugged brow of carefull Policy : 

And to inese ydle rymrs lend lille s^ce. 

Which for their titles sake may und more 
grace. 


7o the right honourable the Lo. Burleigh Lo. high 
Threasurer of England. 


•"PC you right noble Lord, whose carefull brest 
X Tomenage of most graue affaires is bent, 

And on whose mightie shoolden most doth 
rest 

The burdein of this kingdomes gouernement, 

At the wide compasse of the firmament. 

On Adas mighty shoulders is vpstayd ; 

Vnfitly 1 these ydle rimes present, 


The labor of lost time, am) wit vnstayd • 

Yet if their deeper scnce be inly wayd. 

Ami the dim vrie, with which from comune ve* 
Their fairer parts are hid, asule be layd. 
Perhaps not vaine they may appeare to yoo. 
Such u they be, vouchsafe them to recetne. 

And wipe their faults out of your censure grant 


To the right Honourable the Earle of Oxenford, 

Lord high Chamberlayne of England. &c. 


P Bceiue most Noble Lord In , 
AXThe ynripe fruit of an vnrean 


pntla gree, 

jr countenaunt^ doth crane to bee 
_ _4from foule Enuies poimoutbit 
10 to doe may thee right well besit, . 
Sith th'anciqae glory of thine auncestry 
Voder a shady vcle is therein writ. 


And eke thine owne long lining memory. 
Succeeding them in true nobility : 

And also for t^ lone, wbi^ tMU doeit beurt 
To iWHtlieonkn ympa, and they to tbe& 
They vnto thee, and thou to *hem mptt duor^' 
Dcare M thou art vnto thy stiffs fo Isfia 
That louee and boooars thee, as doth belioue. 
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To the right honourable the Earle of 

' Northumberland. 


tur$d Muiu JUui mtM §imaia ctetteu 
I To bt tki muna ^ nobibiy, , 

And tmrUiting /om. 

To otlihU ormtt br^om and auuatry. 
ThmlnUkoriikiikt nobU Progtny. 

Which thorn tnccood in fam* and toorih, ar 

T^mbraet iho ttruia of owetti Poetry, 


By whose endsnonrt they aro/ior(/Ui, 

And iki/rom alt, of nek om it tsmntdt, 

To batroniso the anihour of Ikur fraUSy 
which nuss them lift, that $U would soom 
haut aide, 

And crowuts their aektt with immortali baits 
To thee therofore rifht noble Lord I send 
This f resent of my paints, ittodofend* 


To the right honourable the Earle of Cumberland. 


R Edonbted Lord, in whose cora^eoas mind 
The flowre of cheualry now bloosminjr fmire, 
Doth promite fruite worthy the noble kind, 
Whicn of their praisee haue left you the haire t 
To yoQ thia humble pneaent 1 prepare, 

For loue of vertue and of Martiall praise, 

To which tboQfl^ nobly ye inclined are, 

As goodlie weu ye shew d in late assates, 


Yet brane ensample of long passed daies, 

In which tfrw honor yee may faihiond aee^ 
To like desire of honor may ye raiK, 

And 611 your mind with magnaniinitee> 
Receiue it Lord therefore as it was menl, 
For honor of your name and high deseenU 
B> S» 


7o the most honourable and excellent Lo. the Earle 
of Essex. Great Maistcr of the Horse to her Highnessc, 
and knight of the Noble order of the Garter. &c. 


Lord, whose virtues excellent 
l^l Doe merit a most famous Poets witt, 

To be thy lining praiut insimment. 

Yet doe noiseleigne. to let thy name be writt 
In this base P^i>eme,/orihee far vt^. 

Nought is thy worth disparogea therefy. 

But when my Muse, whose f ethers Mothtngjlitt 


Doe yet but flagg, and lowly leame to fly 
With bolder wmg shall dart aloft* to sty 
To the last braises o/this Faery Queens, 
Then shalf tt make more famous memory 
Of thine Heroteke parts, such as they bteuat 
Till then vouchsafe thy noble connienaunte, 

To these first labours needed fmrtherassnm* 


To the right Honourable the Earle of 
Ormond and Ossory. 


But where thy selfc hast thy brane manalone ; 
There In deede dwel fairc Gri^ many , 
And gentle Nyrophes, delights of learned wfta, 
And In thy person without Paragone 
Ail goodly Dooniieand true hon^r ^la, 

Siich therefore, na that waited iwl ^h yl^ 
Reoeine dear Lord in worth, the frwt of barren 
6ekL 


O Ecetne most noble Lord a simple taste 
IVOf the wilde frah, which saloage soyl hath 
bred, 

Which bcingthrough long wara left almost waste, 

With bmti^ barbarisme is onersprrad; 

And in so faire a land, as may be r^d, 

N oc one Psrnaeens, nor one Heiiame 
Left for sweeto Muses to be harboured, 

To the right honourable the Lo. Ch. Howard, Lo. high Admi~ 
ral of England, knight of the noble order of the Garter, 
and one of her Maiesties priuie Counsel. &c. 

^Ndye, brane Lord, whoso goodly personage, 

^ And mble deads eaeh Other garwisktng, 

Mehewmemumplo is the present age, 
jOf wSdHmreee, whose fameeuef^rirng 
ThemtHqne Bette wens 90 mmehtebtng, 

Okeos ksegt eoeUoeef CaetUiem mmg. 


That vainly thremtned kingdames to displam, 
Lthe flying deiue ye did before you 

Ai^that proud p^woxMin^t 

Through many victor tee, didst fires defuse* 
Thy praises enerlaeting ntonnnmb 
Is in this verse engrauen e emblpm y, 

ThaiiimaytimtoeUpoeteHif, 
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To the right honourable the Lord of Hunsdon, high 
Chamberlaine to her Maiesty. 

R Rnowtned Lord, that for your wortiunesse When that tumultuoui rap and fearfull deene 
And noble deeds haue your deserued place, Of Northerne rebels ye aid pacifv, 

Hi{(h in the ftuour of that Emperesse, And their disloiali powre defacec dene, 

The worlds sole glory and her sexes grace, The record of enduring memory. 

Here eke of right haue you a worthie place, Lme Lord lor euer in this lasting verse. 

Both for your nearnes to that Faerie Quecne, That all posteritie thy honour may reherse. 

And for your owne high merit in like cace, E. S. 

Of which, apparaunt proofe was to be scene, 

To the most renowmed and valiant Lord, the 
Lord Grey of Wilton, knight of the Noble order 
of the Garter, &c. 

M Ost Noble Lord the pillor of iny life, l Vouchsafe In worth this small guift to receauc, 

And Patronc of mv Muses pupiilap, Which in your noble hands for pledge 1 leaue, 

Through whose large bountio poured on me Ol all the rest, that I am tyde t’account : 

rife, Rude rymes, the which a rustick Muse did weaue 

In the first season of my fc«'ble age, In sauadge soyle, far from Parnasso mount, 

I now doe line., bound yours by vassalage . And roughly wrought in an vnlearned Loomc 

Sith nothing euer may redeeme, nor reaue The which vouchsafe dear Lord your tauorable 

Out of your endle&'.e debt so sure a gage, doome. 

To the right honourable the Lord o/Buckhurst, one 
of her Maiesties priuie Counsell. 

I N vain 1 thinke right honourable Lord, In loftie numbers and heroicke itile. 

1 By this rude rime to memorize thy name ; But sith thou maist not so, giue leaue a while 

WhoK learned Muse hath writ her owne record, To baser wit his power therein to spend, 

In golden verse, worthy immortal fame : Whose grosse defaults thy dointie pen may file, 

Thou much more fit (were leasure to the same) And vnaduised ouersights amend. 

Thy gracious Souerains praises to compile. But cuermore vouchsafe it to mamtaine 
And ner iroperiall Maiestie to frame, Against vile ^lius backbitings vaine. 

fo the right honourable Sir Fr, Walsingham knight^ 
frincifall Secretary to her Maiesty^ and of her 
honourable friuy CounselL 

T Hat Mantnane Poetes incompared spirit, That are the great M*cenas of this age, 

Whose girland now is set in highest place, As wcl to al that ciuil artrs professe 

Had not Mtcctnat for his worthy merit, As those that ar^ inspird with Martial rage, 

It first aduaunst tc great Aujfustus grace, And cranes protection of her fccblcnease; 

Might long perhaps haue lien in silence oace, Which if ye yield, perhaps ye may her rayse 

Ne bene so much admir'd of later age. In bigger tunes to sound your liaing prayse. 

This lowly Muse, that learns like steps to trace, B. S. 

Plies for like aide vnto your Patronage ; 

To the right noble Lord and most valiaunt Captaine, 

Sir lohn Norris knight, Lord president of Mounster. 

W Ho euer gaue more honourable prize Whose warlike prowesse and manly courage. 

To the sweet Muse, then did the Martisll crew; Tempred with reason and aduisement sage 
That their brane deeds she might immortalize Hath fild sad Bdgicke with victorious spolle, 

In her shril trorop, aad sound their praises In AnijMorand Mbiu/leftafaiBOosgage, 
dew? And lately sbakt the Lttsitaniaa Mile. 

Who then OMht more to fauotir her, then you Sith then each where thou hast ditpredd thy laoMk 
Moste noble Lord, the honor of this age, Loan him, that hath eternised jw aame. 

Aad Precedent of all that arinea eosrn J B. & 
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^o the riiht noble and valorous knight, Sir Walter Raleigh, 
Lo. Wardein of the Stanneryes, and lieftenaunt 
of Cornewaile, 


iJUi ikiU tsfi ihi sommtrs K^htingaU^ 
i Thy somratHt GodcUsses tnosi $eart iiligki^ 
Why doi I send tais rustidu Madrij^aU, 

Thai may ihy tnnefuU ears vmease>n quiii? 
Thou omtyjii this Jrfitmeni to wrJt, 

In whm high thoughts iieasure hath buiti her 
bfftvte; 

And dainty lout learnd sweetly to eudiU, 

My rimts 1 know vnsauory and sowre^ 


To tost the streames. that like a golden shown 
flow from thy Jruufud head, oj thy toms 

fraisty 

Fitter perhaps to thonder Mari tall stawrt^ 
When so thee list thy lofty Muse to r.iise : 

Yet till that thou thy thutne wilt mahe knonmt. 
Let thyfatre Cinth/as praises bee thus rudely 
shownt, 

E.S. 


Jo the right honourable and most vertuous Lady, the 
Countesse of Penbroke. 


R Emembrannce of that most Hcroickc spirit, 
Tlic heuens pririe, the glory of our daie^ 

^ hich now inumphelh tlirou;;h iininoriall merit 
0l his braae x'enues, crovind uith lasting bates, 
Of hracniie bits and eaerlasting praies ; 

W ho first my Muse did hit ot.t of the flore, 

To &.ng his sweet delights in low lie laies ; 

Bids me most ntble i^dy to adore 


His goodly image lining euerraore, 

In the dminc resemblauna* of your face ; 

Which with your xcrtut's ye r nlicliidt more, 
And natiuc iirsuty deck with heueniie grace t 
Tor hia and for your ownc eiprcitl sake> 
Voucnsafe from him this token in gooa worth to 
take. 

E.S. 


To the most vertuous, and bcautifull Lady, 
the Lady Carew, 


N Ero^ I, without blot of rndlesse blame, 

You fairest Lady Ic.iUt' out of this place, 

But with remeinbraunce of \our giacious name, 
Wherewith that courtly garlond most ye grace. 
And deck the world, adorne these verses base; 

Not that these few lim s can in thtin comprise 
Those glorious ornaments hciicnly grace, 
Wherewith ye triumph ouer feeble eyes, 


And in subdued harts do tyranysej 
h'or iheriunio doth iici^d a golden aulll, 

And silucr Icaues, thnn rightly to ai'uiie. 
But to make humble present of goo<l will i 
Which w'henas timely meanes it purchase tnty; 
In ampler wise it scife w II fonh dispUyt 
£. S. 


To all the gratious and bcautifull Ladies in the Court. 


Mi Chian Peinder, when hewa^ reouirde 
T 0 pourtratd Venus tn her per fed new. 

To make his works more absolute, desira 
Of all the fairest M aides lo ha tie the vew. 

Much more me needs to draw the sembtant irrof, 
Of beauties Queenedhe worlds s lewonderment. 
To sharps my sence with sundry beauties 
«w, 

skalifrtm each some pari of ornament. 


If all ike world to seeke f ouerwent. 

A fairer crew yet no where could I see, 

1 hen that braue court doth to tnineeie present, 
That the worlds prut* seemet gathered there 
to bee 

( f'each a part I dolt by cunning thefte ; 

Porgiue It me /at re Dames, sith Usseye turn 
not lefts. 

E.S. 


mis. 
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TO HIS 

GoelMebooke: thy self e present j 
As child whose parent is tmkent : 

To him that ts the president 
Of noblesse and of cheualree, 

And if that Enute barke at thee. 

As sure it will, for succour e pe 
Vnder the shadow of his wine, 

And askd, who thee forth did hing, 

A shepheards swaine saye did thee sing, 

AH as his straying jlocke he fedde : lo 


BOOKE. 

And when his honor has thee redde, 
Craue pardon for my hardyhedde» 

But if that any aske thy name, 

Say thou werl base begot with blame : 
For thy thereof thou takest shame. 

And when thou art past ieopardee, 

Come tell me, what was sayd oj mee 
And I will send more after thee, 

Immeritd, 


5 To the most excellent and learned both 
jDcatoc atifi j&oete, S^apstec (Balicfell l^aruep, bW 

verie special and singular good Trend E. K. commen- 
deth the good lyking of this his labour, 
and the patronage of the 
new ?oete. 


NCOVTHE VNKISTE, Sayde the oldc 
famous Poete Chaucer: whom for his 
excellencie and wondcrfull skil in making, his 
scholler Lidgate,a worthy scholler of so exceP 
lent a maister, calleth the Loadestarre of our 
Language : and whom our Colin clout in his 
iEglogue calleth Tityrus the God of shepheards, 
com[)aring hym to the worthines of the Roman 
Tityrus Virgile. Which prouerbe, myne owne 
good friend Ma. Haruey, as in that good old 
Poete it serued well Pandares purpose, for the 
bolstering of his baudy brocage, so very well 
taketh place in this our new Poete, who for 
tlmt he IS vncouthe (as said Chaucer) is vnkist, 
;ind vnknown to most men, is regarded but of 
few. But I dout not, so soone as his name shall 
come into the knowK’dg of men, and his worthi- 
nes be sounded in the tromp of fame, but that j 
he shall be not onely kiste, but also beloued of j 
all, embraced of the most, and wondred at of 
the best. No lesse I thinke, deserueth his witti- 
nesse in dcuising, his pithinesse in vttering, his 
complaints of loue so louely, his discourses of 
pleasure so pl^ntly, his pastoroll nidenesse, 
his morall wisenesse, his dewe obseruing of 
Decorum eucrye where, in personages, in sea- 


sons, in matter, in speach, and generally in al 
seemely simplycitie of handeling his matter, 
and framing his words : the which of many 
thingcs which in him be straunge, 1 know will 
seeme the straungest, the words them selues 
being so auncient, the knitting of them so short 
and intricate, and the whole Periode and com- 
passe of spcachc so delightsome for the round- 
nesse, and so graue for the straungenesse. 
And firste of the wordes to speake, I graunt 
they be something hard, and of most men 
vnused, yet both English, and also vsed of 
most excellent Authors and most famous 
Poetes. In whom whenas this our Poet hath 
bene much traiieiled and throughly redd, ho^^ 
could it be, (as that worthy Oratour sayde) but 
that walking in the sonne although for other 
cause he walked, yet needes he mought be sun- 
burnt ; and hauing the sound of those auncient 
Poetes still ringing in his earcs, he mought 
needes in singing hit out some of theyr tunes. 
But whether he vseth them by such casualtye 
and custome, or of set purpose and choyse, as 
thinking them fittest for such rustical! rude- 
nesse of shepheards, ey ther for that theyr rough 
sounde would make his rymes more ra^ed and 
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ntttical, or els because such olde and obsolete 
wordes are most vsed of country folke, sure 
i think, and think 1 think not amisle, that they 
bring great grace and, as one would say, 
auctoritie to the verse. For albe amongst 
many other faultes it specially be obiected of 
Valla against liuie, and of other against 
Saluste, that with ouer much studie they adect 
antiquitie, as coueting thereby credence and 
honor of elder yeeres, yet I am of opinion, and 
eke the best learned are of the lyke, that those 
auncient solenme wordes are a great ornament 
both in the one and in the other ; the one 
labouring to set forth in hys worke an eternall 
image of antiquitie, and the other carefully dis- 
coursing matters of grauitie and importauncc. 
For if my memory fayle not, TuUie in tliat 
booke, wherein he endeuoureth to set forth the 
pateme of a perfect Oratour, sayth that oft- 
times an auncient worde maketh the style 
seemc graue, and as it were reuerend: no 
otherwise then we honour and reuerence gray 
heares for a certein religious regard, wliich we 
haue of old age. Yet nether euery where must 
old words be stuffed in, nor the commen 
Dialecte and maner of spring so corrupted 
therbv, that as in old buildings it seme dis- 
orderly and ruinous. But all as in most 
ex(^uisite pictures they vse to blaze and por- 
traict not oncly the daintie lineamcnis of 
beautye, but ali) rounde about it to shadow 
the rude thickets and craggy tlifls, that by the 
basenesse of such parts, more excellency may 
accrew to the principall ; for of times we fynde 
ourselues, 1 knowe not how, singularly de- 
lighted with the shewe of such naturall rude- 
nesse, and take great pleasure in that disorderly 
order. £uen so doe those rough and harsh 
termes cnlumine and make more clearly to 
appeare the brightnesse of brauc and glorious 
words. So oftentimes a dischordc in Musick 
maketh a comely concordauncc : so great 
delight tooke the worthy Poctc Alceus to 
behold a blemish in the ioynt of a wel shaped 
^y. ^t if any will raiily blame such his 
urpose in choyse of old and vnwonted w'ords, 
im may I more iustly blame and condemne, 
or of witle^ headinesse in iudging, or of heede- 
^ hardinessc in condemning for not marking 
the comui^ of hys bent, he wil iudge of the 
lengA of his cast. For in my opinion it is one 
prayse, of many whych are dew to this 
^te, that he hath la!bourcd to restore, as to 
rightfull heritage such good and naturall 
^lish wQfds, as haue ben ki^ time out of vse 
^ almost deane disherited. Which is the 
SPENSKR j 


ooely cause, that our Mother tonge, which 
truely of it self is both ful enough for prose 
and stately enough for verse, hath long time 
ben counted most bare and barrein of both. 
Which de^ult when as some endeuoured to 
saluc and rccure, they imlthcd vp the holes 
with peccs and rags of other languam, borrow- 
ing here of the french, Uierc of the Italian, 
euery where of the Laiine, not weighing how il, 
those tongues accordc with thcmselucs, but 
much worse with ours; So now they haue 
made our English tongue, a gallimauiray or 
hodgepodge of al other speches. Other some 
not so wel scene in the English tonge as perhaps 
in other langu^es, if they happen to nerc an 
olde word albeit very naturall and significant, 
crye out strciglit way, that wc sjvak no Eng- 
lish, but gibbrish, or rather such, as in old lime 
Euanders motlier spake. Whose first sltamc is, 
that Uiey arc not ashamed, in their own mother 
tonge straungers to be counltd and aliencs, 
The second shame no lessc then the first, that 
what so they vnderstand not, they strtight 
way deemc to be senctlcsse, and not al al to be 
vnderstode. Mucli like to liie Mole in A'^mpes 
fable, lliat being bl>nd her sclfe, would m no 
wise be persuaded, that any beast could see. 
The last more shameful then both, that of their 
owne country and natural speach, which 
together with their Nources milk they sucked, 
they haue so base ngard and bastard iudge- 
ment, tliat they will not onely thcmselues not 
labor to garnish and beaut ifie it, but also repine, 
that of other it shold be embellished. Like to 
the dogge in the maungcr, that him lelfe can 
eate no hay, and vet barketh at the hungry 
bullock, that so lame would feedc: whose 
currLsh kind though it cannot be kept from 
barking, yet 1 conne them thanke that they 
refrain from byting. 

Now for the knitting of sentences, whych 
they call the ioynts and members therof, and 
for al the compasse of the speach, it is round 
without roughnesse, and learned wytbout hard- 
nes, such indeede as mav be peroeiued of the 
leaste, vnderstoode of the moste, but iud^ 
oncly of the learned. For what in most EngUsb 
wryters vseth to be loose, and as it were vngyrt, 
in this Authour is well grounded, finely framed, 
and strongly trussed vp together. In regard 
wherof, I scome and spue out the rakehcllye 
route of our ragged rymers (for so themiekies 
vse to hunt the Imer) which without kipiiig 
b^e, without iudgement iangle, without 
reason rage and fome, as if some instinct of 
Poedcall ipirite hid newly rtuished ^hem 
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aJ)oue the meanenesse of commea capacitie. 
And being in the middest of all theyr brauery, 
sodenly cyther for want of matter, or of ryme, 
or hauing forgotten theyr former conceipt, 
they seeme to be so pained and traueiled in 
theyr remembrance, as it were a woman in 
childebirth or as that same Pythia, when the 
traunce came vpon her. 

Os rabidum fera corda dornans &c. 

Nethclesse let them a Gods name feede on 
theyr ownc folly, so they seeke not to darken 
the bearaes of others glory. As for Colin, vnder 
whose person the Author selfe is sludowed, 
how furre he is from such vaunted titles and 
glorious showes, both him selfe sheweth, where 
he say th. 

Of Muses Hobbin. I conne no skill. And, 

Enough is me to paint out my vnrest, &c. 

And also appeareth by the basencsse of the 
name, wherein, it semeth, he chose rather to 
vnfold great matter of argument couertly, then 
professing it, not suffice thereto accordingly, 
which moued him rather in A^.glogues, then 
other wise to write, doubting perhaps his habili* 
tie, which he little nced^, or mynding to 
furnish our tongue with this kinde, wherein it 
faulteth, or following the example of the best 
and most auncient Poetes, winch deuised this 
kind of wryting, being both so base for the 
matter, and homely for the manner, at the 
first to trye theyr liabilities: and as young 
birdes, that be newly crept out of the nest, 
by little first to proue theyr tender wyngs, 
before they make a greater flyght. So flew 
Theocritus, as you may perceiue he was all 
ready full fledged. So new Virgile, as not yet 
well feeling his winges. So flew Mantuane, as 
being not full somd. So Petrarque. So 
Boccace ; So Marot, Sanazarus, and also 
diuers other excellent both Italian and French 
Poetes, whose foting this Author eucry where 
followcth, yet so as few, but they be wel sented 
can trace him out. So finally flyeth this our 
new Poete, as a bird, whose principals be scarce 
prowen out, but yet as that in time shall be 
nable to keepe wing witli the best. 

Now as touching the generall dryft and pur- 
pose of his iEglogues, 1 mind not to say much, 
him selfe labx^rii^ to conceale it. Onely this 
appeareth, that his vnstayed yougth had long 
wandred in the common Labyrinth of Loue, in 
which time to mitigate and allay the heate of 
his plusion, or els to warne (as he sayth) the 
young shepheards his equalls and com- 
panions of his vnfortunate folly, he compiled 


these xij. iEglogues, which for that they be 
proportioned to the state of the xij. monethes, 
he termetb the SHEPHEARDS CALENDAR, 
applying an olde name to a new worke. Here- 
unto haue 1 added a certain Glosse or schohon 
for thexposition of old wordes and harder 
phrases: which maner of glosing and com- 
menting, well 1 wote, wil seeme straungc and 
rare in our tongue : yet for somuch as 1 knew 
many excellent and proper deuises both in 
wordes and matter would passe in the speedy 
course of reading, either as vnknowen, or as 
not marked, and that in this kind, as in other 
we might be equal to the learned of other 
nations, I thought good to take the |iaines 
vpon me, the rather for that by meanes of 
some familiar acquaintaunce 1 was made prime 
to his counall and secret meaning in them, as 
also in sundry other works of his. Which albeit 
I know he nothiiig so much hateth, as to pro- 
mulgate, yet thus much haue 1 aduentared 
vpon his frendship, him selfe being for long 
time furre estraunged, hoping that this will the 
rather occasion him, to put forth diuers other 
excellent works of his, which slepe in silence, 
as his Dreames, his Legendes, ms Court ol 
Cupide, and sondry others ; whose commenda- 
tions to set out, were verye vayne ; the ihinge'S 
though worthy of many, yet being knowen to 
few. These my present paynes if to any they 
be pleasurable or profitable, be you iudge, mine 
own good Maistcr Haruey, to whom 1 haue 
both in respect of your worthinesse generally, 
and otherwyse v[)on some particular and speaol 
considerations voued this my labour, and the 
inaydenhead of this our common fronds Poetric, 
liimsclfe hauing already in the beginning dedi- 
cated it to the Noble and worthy Gentleman, 
the right worshipfull Ma. Phi. Sidney, a special 
fauourer and maintainer of all kind of learning. 
Whose cause I pray you Sir, yf Enuic shall stur 
vp any wrongful accusasion, defend with your 
mighty Rhctorick and other your rare gifl5 of 
learning, as you can, and shield with your good 
wil, as you ought, against the malice and 
outrage of so many enemies, as I know wilbe 
set on fire with the sparks of his kindled glorv. 
And thus recommending the Author vnto you, 
as vnto his most special good frend, and my 
selfe vnto you both, as one making singujet 
account of two so very good and so choise 
frends, I bid you both most hartely farwel, 
and commit you and your most commendable 
studies to the tuicion of the greatest. 

Your owno assurtHy io 



EPISTLE. 


Posiser ' 

N Ovr I trust M. Harucy, that vpon sight 
of your spedall frends and fellow Poets 
doings, or els for enuie of so many vnworthy 
Qaidaras, which catch at the garlond, which to 
you alone is dcwe, you will be pcrswaded to 
pluck out of the hateful darknesse, those so 
many excellent English poemcs of yours, which 
lye hid, and bring them forth to cternall light. 
Trust me you doc both them great wrong, in 
depriuing them of the desired some, and also 


£? 

your selfe, in smoothenng your deserued pra>^, 
and all men generally, in withholdii^ irom 
them so diuinc pleasures, which they might 
conceiue of your gallant English verses, as they 
haue already doen of your Latine Poemes, 
which in my opinion both for inuention and 
Elocution are very ddicate, and superexctllent. 
And thus againe, I take my leaue of my good 
Mayster Haruey. From my lodging at London 
ihys 10. of Aprill. 1579. 


The generall argument of 


tlje tolioU boolse. 


L ittle I hope, needeth me at Urge to 
discourse the first Originall of iEglogues, 
hauing alreadie touched the same. But for the 
Niord /Eglogues I know is vnknowcn to most, 
and aUo mistaken of some tlie best learned (as 
they tliink) I wyll say somewhat thereof, being 
not at all impertinent to my present purpose. 

They were first of the Grcckcs the inuentours 
of them called TEglogaj as it were af70»' or 
alyovujMiif, Kvyoi, that IS Goteheards tales. For 
althou^ in Virgile and others the speakers 
be more shepheards, then Goteheards, yet 
Theocritus in whom is more ground of authori* 
tie, then in Virgile, this specially from that 
dcriuing, as from the first head and welspring 
the whole Inuention of his iEglogucs, maketh 
Goteheards the persons and authors of his tales. 
This being, who seeth not the grossenesse of 
such as by colour of learning would make vs 
belceue that they are more rightly term^ 
Eclogai. as they would say, extraordinary dis- 
courses of vnnecessarie matter, which difinition 
albc in substaunce and meaning it agree with 
the nature of the thing, yet no whit answereth 
with the dmKwris and interpretation of the 
word. For they be not termed Eclogues, but 
^logues. Which sentence this authour verv 
well obseruing^, vpon good iudgement, though 
indeede few Goteheards haue to doe herein, 
nethelesse doubteth not to cal them by the 
and best knowen name. Other curious 
^lUcouraw hereof I reseruc to greater otmion. 
Tliese xij. iEclogues euery where answering to 
tike aeaiODs of the twelue monthes may be well 


deuided into three formes or ranckes. For 
cyther they be PLuntiue, as the first, the sixt, 
tnc eleuenlh, and the twelfth, or reacatiuc, 
such as al those be, which conceiue mailer of 
loue, orcoinincndation of special |x:r»onages, or 
Moral ; which for the most i)arl be mixed with 
some Satyrical buiernessc, luniely the second 
of reuerence dewe to old age, the fiit of coloured 
deceipt, the scucnlh and ninth of dbeolutc 
shepheards and justours, the tenth of contempt 
of Poetrie and plcasaunt wus. And to this 
diuLsion may cuery thing herein be reasonably 
applyed ; A few onely cxa*pt, wli^ H^cciall 
I purpose and rneaiiiiig 1 am ivA |)riuic to. And 
1 thus much generally of thc’se xij. /Eclogues. 

I Now will we speake {xirticuUrly of all, and first 
I of the first. Which lie callcth by the first 
! monethes name lanuiinc : wherein to some he 
may seeme fowly to liuue faulted, in lliat he 
erroniously bcginnclh with that moneth, whuh 
beginneth not the ycare. For it is wcl known, 
j and stoutcly mainteyned with strongc reasons 
of the learned, that the yearc beginneth in 
March. For then the sonne rcncwclh hi» 
finished course, and the seasonable spring 
refresheth the earth, and the plesaunce thcreot 
being buried in the sadnesse of the d^ winter 
now wome away, reliueth. This opinion imyn- 
teinc the olde Astrologers and 
namely the rcuerend Andalo, and MaaolMus 
in his holydayes of Saturnc, which Mwumpt 
also was generally obserued both of Grecian 
and Romans. But sauing the leaue of sud 
learned heads, we mayntaine a curtome <# 
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coumpting the Mesons from the moneth 
lanuary, vpon a more spedall cause, then the 
heathen FliiloBophers euer coulde conceiue, 
that is, for the incarnation of our mighty 
Sauiour and etemall redeemer the L. Girist, 
who as then renewing the state of the decayed 
world, and returning the compassc of expired 
yeres to theyr former date and hrst conounence- 
ment, left to vs his heires a memoriall of his 
birth in the aide of the last yeere and b^inning 
of the next. Which reckoning, beside that 
etemall mtxiument of our saluation, leaneth 
also vppon good proofe of special iudgement. j 
For albeit tlmt in elder times, when as yet the j 
coumpt of the yere was not perfected, as after- | 
warde it was by lulius Catisar, they began to tel j 
the monethes from Marches beginning, and 
according to the same God (as is sayd in Scrip- 
ture) comaunded the people of the lewes to 
count the moneth Abib, that which we caU 
March, for the first moneth, in remembraunce 
that in that moneth he brought them out of 
the land of iF^pt : yet according to tradition 
of latter times it hath bene otherwise obserued, 
both in gouemment of the church, and rule of 
Mightiest Realmes. For from lulius Caesar who 
first obserued the leape yeere which he called 
Bissextilem Annum, and brought in to a more 
certain course the odde wandnng dayes which 
of the Greekes were called virtpUcuvi vTa. Of 
the Romanes intercalares (for in such matter 
of learning I am forced to vse the termes of the 
learned) the monethes haue bene nombred xij. 
which in the first ordinaunce of Romulus were 
but tenne, counting but CCCiiij. dayes in euery 


yeare, and beginning with March. But Fhmia 
rompilius, wlm was the hither of al the Komain 
ceremonies and religion, seeing that reckoning 
to agree neither with the course of the sonne, 
nor of the Moone, therevnto added two 
monethes, lanuaty and February ; wherin it 
seemeth, that wise king minded vpon good 
reason to begin the yeare at lanuarie, of him 
therefore so called tanquam lanua anni the 
gate and entraunce of tlie yere, or of the name 
of the god lanus, to which god for that the old 
Paynims attributed tlie byrth and beginmng 
of all creatures new commit ig into the worlde, 
it seemeth that he therfore to him assigned the 
beginning and first entraunce of the yeare. 
Whicli account for the most part hath hetherto 
continued. Notwithstanding that the jFgip- 
tians beginne theyr yeare at September, for 
that according to the opinion of the best 
Rabbins, and very purpose of the scripture 
selfe, G(^ made the worlde in that Moneth, 
that is called of tliem Tisri. And therefore he 
commaunded them, to keepe the feast of 
Pauilions in the end of the yeare, in the xv. 
day of the seuenth moneth, which before that 
time was the first. 

But our Authour respecting nether the sub* 
tiltie of thone parte, nor the antiquitic of 
thother, thinketh it fittest according to the 
simplicitie of commen vnderstanding, to begin 
with lanuarie, wening it perhaps no decorum, 
that Shepheard should be scene in matter of so 
deepe insight, or canuase a case of so doubtful 
iud^ent. So therefore beginneth he, and so 
continueth he throughout. 


ianvarye. 


4 ** 



Mgloga prima. 


ARGVMENT. 

rtfr/irrf JE^logue Colin cloute a shep 
7 toy complaineth him oj his vn 

W, b„„g but 

a coumrie lasse caUed Rosalinde 
'xry sor. 

hs compattth his careJuU case to th, 
«<«w of the yeare, to the frostte pound 
fls and to his owne wintorbeaUr, 

^■'^’^ ttsHye.fynding himselfe robbed Oj 
^J'g^P^asaunce and delights, he breahetl 

pouJt 

Colin Clovte. 

A better d«e him call] 

** ^ Winters wastful spight was almost 

All 

befell, 

flodc, that had bene long ypent. 
n^y wore, and feeble in thelolSe, 
v^SLl^*****^ their feete could them 


All u the Sheepe, such was the shepeheards 
loolce. 

For pale and wanne he was, (alas the while,) 

May seeme he lovd, or eU some care he rodke : 

Well couth he tunc his pipe, and frame his stUe. 

Tho to a hill his feynting flocke he ledde, xi 

And thus him playnd, the while his shepe there 
fedde. 

Ye Ckxis of loue, that pitic louers payne, 

(If any gods the paine of louers pitie :) 

Lo^e from aboue, where you in loyes remaine, 

And bowe your eares vnto my dol^l dittie. 

And Pan thou shepheards God, tint once didU 
loue, 

Pitie the paines, that thou thy selfe didst proue. 

Thou barrein ground, whocne winters wrath 
hath wast^. 

Art made a myrrhour, to behold my plight ; 

Whiloroe thy fresh spring flowrd, and after 
hasted 

Thy somuMr prowde with Dafedilliet di^ 

And now it come tfer wynteri stormy state. 

Thy mantle mard, wnerem thou m— 
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Such rage as winters, reigneth in my heart, 

My life oloud friesing with vnkindly cold : 
Suchstormy stouresdobreede my balefullsmart, 
As if my ycarc were wast, and woxcn old. 

And yet alas, but now mv spring begonne. 
And yet alas, yt is already donne. 30 

You naked trees, whose shady leaues are lost. 
Wherein the byrds were wont to build their 
()owre: 

And now ate clothd with mosse and hoaryfrost, 
Instede of bloosmes, wherwith your buds did 
flowre: 

I see your teares, that from your boughes doe 
raine, 

Whose drops in drcry ysiclcs remaine. 

Ail so my lustfull leafe is drye and sere, 

% timely buds with way ling all are wasted : 
Toe blossome, which my braunch of youth did 
beare, 

With breathed si^es is blowne away, and 
blasted 40 

And from mine eyes the drizling teares descend, 
As on your boughes the ysicles depend. 

Thou feeble dodce, whose 6eece is rough and rent , 
Whose knees are weake through fast and euill 
fare; 

Mayst witnesse well by thy ill gouemcment, 
Thy maysters mind is ouercome with care. 
Thou weake, I wannc; thou leane, I quite 
forlorne : 

With mourning pyne I, you with pyning 
mourne. 

A thousand sithes I curse that carcfull hower. 
Wherein I longd the neighbour towne to see : 
And eke tenne thousand sithes 1 blesse the 
stoure, 51 

Wherein I sawe so fayre a sight, as shec. 


Yet all for naught : such sight hath bred my 
bone. 

Ah God, that loue should breede both ioy and 
paync. 

It is not Hobbinol, wherefore I plaine, 

Albee my loue he sceke with <hwly suit : 

His clownish gifts and curtsies l msdaine, 

His kiddes, hu cracknelles, and his early fruit. 
Ah foolish Hobbimlf thy ^ts bene vape : 
CoUn them giues to Remind againe. 60 

I loue thilke lasse, (alas why doe I loue ?) 
And am forlorne, (alas why am I lome ?) 

Shee deignes not my good will, but doth 
reprouc, 

And of my rurall musick holdeth scorne . 
Shepheards deuise she hateth as the snake, 
And laughes the songes, that Colin Clout doth 

make. 

Wherefore my pype, albee rude Pan thou 
please, 

Yet tor thou pleascst not, where most I would : 
And thou vnlucky Muse, that wontst to ease 
My musing mpd, yet canst not, when thou 
should : 70 

Both pype and Muse, shall sore the while ahyt. 
So broke his oaten pype, and downe dyd Iji. 

By that, the welked Phahus gan availe, 

His weary waine, and nowe the frosty Ni^ht 
Her mantle black through heauen gan ouei- 
haile. 

Which scene, the pensife boy halfe in despight 
Arose, and homeward droue his sonned sheepc, 
Whose hanging headsdid seeme his carcfull case 

to weepc. 

Colins Embleme. 

Anchor a spme. 


GLOSSE. 


COLIN CLOVTE) is a name not greatly vsed^ 
and yet have I sene a Porsie of M. Skeltons 
vnder that title. But Indeede the word Colin is 
Frenche, and Tsed of the French Poete Marot 
(if he be worthy of the name of a Poete) in 
a certein .^glogue. Vnder which name this Poete 
secretly sbii^weth himself, as sometime did 
Virgil vnder the name of Tityrus, thinking it 
modi fitter, then sach Latine names, for the great 
vnlikelyho^ of the laognage. 
vanetbes) acaroely. 

COttthe) commeth of the verbe Comie, that is, to 
kf|ow or to haoe skilj. As well interprrteth the 
M»a tba worthy SirTho. Snritth in Ins booke of 
fOMrmqitt wherof rkaot a perfect copie In 
wrytingi Icat me by bis kiMema^ and my verye 


singular good freend, M. Gabriel Haroey 
also ^ some other bis most graue and excellei^t 
wryllngs. 

Sythe) time. Neijjhbonr towne) the next to>»ne 
expressinfir the Latine Vicina. 

Stoorc)afiit. Sen) withered. 

His clownish gyfts) imitateth Virgils verse, 
Rusticus ea Coin^on, nee munera carat Alexis. 

Hobbinol) is a famed country name, whereby, H 
being so commune and \ snail, seemeth to ^ 
hidden the person of tome his very spectall snd 
most familiar freend, whom be entirely ana 
extraordinarily beloui^ as peraduenture shsU 
be more largely declared hereafter. In thys pls«* 
seemeth to m some wmoar of dliorderly ioa«> 
which the kamed call pederasttcpi bo^ ^ 


ianvarie. 

PwwfcolhlllMItll 

ly eMl^ pei^te. W raeh kioe ti 
alowed and likad oT, tMciailv to i 


^”****^ Alcyb^det ext^^fv, yet dot Alcybiadet 
pCT^, bot hya^te, mWtIh ia A^cybladi owne 
Klfe. And lo is pederaatlce m$ch to be pr«. 
fe^ Mon gyneiastice, that is the looe whicbe 
men with last toward woman kind. 
B«l yrt Irt BO roan ihinke, that herein I stand 
with La^ or hys deueliah disciple Vnico 
Aretino, in defence of execrable and horrible 
S?u“ vnlawfhl flechlinesse. 

Whose abominable erroar is folly confuted of 
n;rionius, and others. 

I loae) a prety Bpanorthosis in these two verses, 
and withall a Faronomasia or pla^ng with the 
word w^re hesayth (1 lone thilke fatM* (alas Ac 
Rosallndc) is also a feipied name, which being 
wel ordered^ wil bewray the very name of hyS i 


colooreth. So as Guide shajoaeth hya bus 

his Epjthalammm. And so the famous Paragone 
of Itmv, Ma^na (^rolia in her letters enutl- 
opelh her lelfe vnder the name of Zima : and 
Petrona vnder the name of Bellochla. And this 
generally hath liene a comnam custome ^ 
count erfeict jng the names of secret Personagea 

Auail) bnng downe. 

A ..... Embleme. 

Otterhaile) drawe ouer. 

Hit or I*oes>'e is here vnder added in 

Italian, Anchdra sprme • the meaning wherof ia 
^at notwithsUnde his extreme passion and luck* 
Msse loue, \et leaning on hope, he it some what 
recomforted. 


Februarie. 



^gloga Secunda . 


ARGVMENT. 

israihtr nwraU and teneraU 
then oeni to any secrete or particular pur- 
pose. It specially conteyneth a discourse of ok 
%n theperma #/Theiiot m Me Shepkeard, 
> w erookeinesse md mbe^msse, U 

^^mUernerywaM^withikasea^^ 


the monethf the yeare now drouptng, and as U 
were, drawing to kis last age. For at in this 
time of yeare, so then in our bodies there is adry 
and witherine cold, which congeaUth the erwdted 
blood, and frieseth the wethe^ten flesh, with 
stormes of Fortune, and hoare frosts ef Cm. 
To which purpose Ike oldt man leHoth a tale of 
iheO<ihe^theBryer,s§liitdyttndsofeelinffy, 
as if the thing were set forth in tome PiOm 
before out eyes, moro flaidy eould not appetyb. 
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A H for pittie, wil rancke Winters rage, 
/vThese Litter blasts neuer ginne tasswage ? 
The kene cold blowes through my beaten hyde, 
All as I were through the body gryde. 

My ragged rontes all shiver and shake, 

As doen high Towers in an earthquake : 

They wont m the wind wagge their wrigle tailes, 
Perke as Peacock : but nowe it auales. | 

Thenot. 

Lewdly complainest thou laesie ladde, 

Of Winters wracke, for making thee sadde. lo 
Must not the world wend in his cornmun course 
From good to badd, and from badde to worse, 
From worse vnto that is worst of all, 

And then returne to his former fall ? 

Who will not suffer the stormy time. 

Where will he liue tyll the lusty prime ? 

Selfe haue I worne out thrise threttie yeares, 
Some in much ioy, many in many teares ; 

Yet neuer complained of cold nor heate, 

Of Sommers flame, nor of Winters threat ; 20 
Ne euer was to Fortune foeman, 

But gently tooke, that vngently came. 

And euer my flocke was my chiefe care. 
Winter or Sommer they mought well fare. 

CVDDIE. ! 

No marueile Thenot^ if thou can beare 
Cherefully the Winters wratlifull cheare ; 

For Age and Winter accord full nie, 

ITiis chill, that cold, this crooked, that wryc. 
And as the lowring Wether lookes downe, 

So semest thou like good fryday to frowne. jp 
But my flowring youth is foe to frost, 

My shippe vnwont in storraes to be tost. 
Thenot. 

The soueraigne of sew he blames in vaine, 
That once seabeate, will to sea againe. 

So loytring liue you little heardgroomes, 
Keeping your bcastes in the budded broomes ; 
And when the shining sunne laugheth once, 
You deemcn, the Spring is come attonce. 

Tho gynne you, fond flyes, the cold to scorne, 
And crowing in pypes made of greene come. 
You thinken to be Lords of the yeare, 41 
But eft, when ye count yw freed from feare. 
Comes the breme winter with chamfred browes, 
Full of wrinckles and frostie furrowes : 

Drenly shooting his stormy darte, 

Whidi cruddles the blood, and pricks the harte. 
Then is your carelesse corage accoied, 

Your carefull heards with cwd bene annoied. 
Then paye you the price of your surquedrie, 
With weeping, and wayling, and misery. 50 


Ah foolish old man, 1 scome thy skill, 
Thatwouldestme,myspringingyoungthtospit 
I deeme, thy braine empensh^ bee 
Through rusty elde, that hath rotted thee : 

Or sicker thy head veray tottie is. 

So on thy corbe shoulder it leanes amisse. 
Now thy selfe hast lost both lopp and topp, 
Als my budding braunch thou wouldest cropp; 
But were thy yeares greene, as now bene myne, 
To other delights they would encline. 60 
Tho wouldest tliou learne to caroll of Loue, 
And hery with hymnes thy lasses gloue. 

Tho wouldest thou pyi)c of Phyllis prayse ; 
But Phyllis is myne for many dayes ; 

I wonne her with a gyrdle of gelt, 

Embost with buegle about the belt. 

Such an one shc[3cheards wou Idemake f ullfaine: 
Such an one would make thee younge againe. 

Thenot. 

Thou art a fon, of thy loue to beste, 

All that is lent to loue, wyll be lost. 70 

CVDDIE. 

Seest, howe brag yond Bullocke beares. 

So smirke, so smoothc, his pricked earcs ? 

His homes bene as broade, as Rainebowe bent, 
His dewelap as lythe, as lasse of Kent. 

See howe he venteth into the wynd. 

Weenest of loue is not his mynd ? 

Seemeth thy flocke thy counsell can, 

So lustlesse bene they, so weake so wan, 
Clothed with cold, and hoary wyth frost. 

Thy flocks father his corage hath lost ; 80 

Thy Ewes, that wont to haue blowen bags, 
Like wailefull widdowes hangen their crags : 
The rather Lambes bene starued with cold, 
All for their Maister is lustlesse and old. 

Thenot. 

Cuddie, I wote thou kenst little good, 

So vainely taduaunce thy headlesse hood. 

For Youi^ is a bubble blown vp with breath, 
Whose witt is weakenesse, whose wage is death, 

Whose wayiswildemesse,whoseynncPenaunoe, 
And stoopegallaunt Age the hoste of Grecu' 
aunce. 90 

But shall I tel thee a tale of truth, 

Which I cond of Tityrus in my youth, 
Keeping his sheepe on the hils of Ktmt ? 

CVDDIE. 

To nought more Thenot^ my mind is benti 
Then to heare nouells of his deuise : 

They bene so well thewed, and so wise^ 

What euer that good old man bespat 



FEBRVARiifi. 


Tbenot. 

Mtny ineete tales of youth did he make, 
And some of loue, and some of cheualrie : 

But none fitter then this to applie. loo 
Now listen a while, and hearken the end. 

'T'Hcre grcwe an aged Tree on the grcene, 

1 A goodly Oake sometime had it bene, 
With arma full strong and largely displayd, 
But of their leaues they were dSarayde : 

The bodie bigge, and mightely pight. 
Throughly rooted, and of wonderous hight ; 
Whilome had bene the King of the field, 

And mochcll mast to the husband did yielde. 
And with lus nuts larded many swine. i lo 
But now the gray mosse marred his rine. 

His bared boughes were beaten with stormes. 
His toppe was bald, and wasted with wormes. 
His honor decayed, his braunches sere. 

Hard by his side grewe a bragging brerc, 
Wliich proudly thrust into Thclcmcnt, 

And seemed to threat the Firmament. 

Yt was embellisht with blossomes fay re, 

And thereto aye wonned to rejiayre 
The shepheards daughters, to gather flowres, 
Topeinct their girlonds with lus colowres. 121 
And in his small buslies vsed to shrowdc 
The sweete Nightingale singing so lowde : 
Wliich made this foolish Brere wexe so bold, 
That on a time he cast him to scold, 

And snebbe the good Oake, for he was old. 
s^dst Shere (quoth he) thou brutish 

Norforfruict,norforshadoweseruesthystocke; 
Seest, how fresh my flowers bene spredde, 
Dyed in Lilly white, and Cremsin redde, 130 
With Leaues engrained in lusty greene, 

Colours meete to clothe a mayden Queenc. 

Thy wast bignes but combers the grownd, 

And dirks the beauty of ray blossomes roi^. 
TJie mouldie mosse, which thee accloieth, 

My Sinamon smell too much annoieth. 
Wherefore soone I rede thee, hence remouc, 
j^t thou the price of my displeasure proue. 
^ spoke this bold brere with great disAiinc : 
fettle him answered the Oake againe, 140 
^ yielded, with shame and greefe ^wed, 
That of a weede he was ouercrawed. 

Yt chaunced after vpon a day, 

Jht Hus-bandman selfe to come that way, 

W custome for to seruewe his grownd, 
his trees of state in composse rownd. 

Hun when the spitefull brere had espyed, 
^u»leMc conmlained, and lowdly ayed 
Vnto ^ Lord, stirring vp steme strife : 1 

V itty liege Lord, the Goa of my life, 150 1 
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PUaseth m pood^ mm Sup|diuU pWnt, 
Uused of wrong, and aucll constraint, 
Which 1 your poore Vassall day ly endure • 

And but vour goodnes the same recure, 

Am like lor desperate doolc to dye, 

Through felonous force of mine enemic. 

Greatly agliast with Uiis piUous plea, 

Him rested tiie goodman on ilic Ua, 

And badde the lirere in his plaint proceede. 
With jxiinled words tho gan this proude weede, 
(M most vstn Ambit ious folkc :) i6i 

His colowred crime with craft lo tloke. 

Ah my soueraigne. Lord of creatures all, 
Thou placer of plants both humble and tall, 
Was not 1 planted of thine ownc hand, 

To be the primrose of all thy land, 

With flowring blossomes, to furnish the prime, 
And scarlot berries in Sommer time ? 

How falls it then, that this faded Oake, 

Whose bodie is sere, whose braunches broke, 
Whose naked Armes strctdi vnto the fy re, 1 7 1 
Vnto such tyrannic doth aspire : 

Hindering with his shade my loucly li^ht, 

And robbing me of the swete sonnes sight ? 

So beate his old boughes my tender side, 

That of 1 1 he blond S[)r i ngc t h from woundcs wyde : 
Vntimely my flowres forced to fall, 

Tliat bene the honor of your Coronall. 

And oft he lets his canckcr wormes light 
Vpon my braunches, to worke me more spight l 
And oft his hoarie locks downe doth cast, 181 
Where with my fresh flowrctls bene defast. 

For this, and many more such outrage, 
Crauing your goodlihead to aswan 
The ran(^orous rigour of his might. 

Nought aske I, but onely to hold my right ; 
Subimtting me to your good sufleronce, 

And praying to be garded from grceuance. 

To this the Oake cast him to replie 
Well as he couth : but his enemic 190 

Had kindled such coles of displeasure, 

That the good man noulde stay his letuure, 

But home him hasted with furious heate, 
Encreasing his wrath with many a threate. 

His harmefull Hatchet he hent in hand, 

(Alas, that it so ready should stand) 

And to the field alone he speedeth. 

(Ay little helpe to barme there needeth) 

Anger nould let bhn speake to the tree, 
Enaunter his rage mought cooled bee : mo 
But to the roote bent his sturdy stroke, 

And made many wounds in the wast Oake 
The Axes edge did oft turne againe, 

As halfe vnwillii^ to cutte the graine: 

Semed, the senceksse yron dyd feare, 

(hr to wrong holy eld dkl forbeare. 
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For k had bene an aundent trcep 
Sacred with many a m^terecp 
And often crost with the priestes crewep 
And often halowed with holy water dewe. aio 
But sike fancies weren foolerie^ 

And broughten this Oake to this miserye. 

For nough t mought they qui t ten him from decay : 
For fiercely the good man at him did laye. 

The blockc oft groned vnder the blow, 

And sighed to see his neare ouerthrow. 

In fine the steele had pierced his pitth, 

Tho downe to the earth he fell forthwith : 

His wonderous weightmadethe grounde toquake, 
Thearth shronke vnder him, and seemed to 
shake. 220 

There lyeth the Oake, pitied of none. 

Now stands the Brere like a Lord alone. 
Puffed vp with pryde and vaine pleasaunce : 
But all this glee had no continuaunce. 

For eftsones Winter gan to approche, 

The bluitring Boreas did encroche, 

And beate vpon the solitarie Brere : 

For nowe no succoure was seene him nere. 

Now gan he repent his pryde to late : 

For naked left and disconsolate, 230 1 


The bytii^ frost nipt hb italke dead, 

The watrie wette weighed downe bis head, 
And heaped snowe burdned him so sore, 
That nowe vpright he can stand no more : 
And being downe, is trodde in the durt 
Of cattell, and brouzed, and sorely hurt. 
Such was thend of this Ambitious brere, 
For scorning Eld 

CVDDIE. 


Now I pray thee shephwd, tel it not forth ; 
Here is a long tale, and little worth. 240 
So longe haue 1 listened to thy speche. 

That graffed to the ground is my bredie : 

My hartblood is welmgh frorne 1 feele. 

And my galage growne fast to my beele : 

But little ease of thy lewd tale I tasted. 

Hye thee home shepheard, the day is nigh 
wasted. 

Thenots Embleme. 


Iddio pcrche e veuhiOt 
Fa stun al suo essmpio. 

Cuddies Embleme. 250 

Niuno vecchtOf 
Spaventa Iddio, 


GLOSSE. 


Kene) ihtrpe. 

Gride) peroM .* an olde word much vwd of Udgate, 
but not found (that 1 know oO in Chaucer. 

Ronts) young bullockea. 

Wracke) ruine or Violence, whence conameth thip' 
wracke : and not wreak^ that ia vengeaunce or 
wrath. 

Foeroan) a foe. 

Thenot) the name of a ahepbeard In Marot bia 
iEgloguea. 

The aoueraigneof Seat) la Neptune the God of the 
aeaa. The aaying ia borowed of Xlimaa Pabli* 
anna, which vied thia proverb in a verse. 

Improbi Neptunum accuaat, qui iterum naufragium 
facit. 

Heardgromea) Cbancera verae almost whole. 

PorkI rlyea) He compareth carelesae aloggardes 
or ill huabandraen to flyea, that ao aoone aa the 
mnne ahineth, or yt wexeth any thing warme, 
begin to flye tbroade, when a^einly they be 
ouertaken With cold. 

But eft when) A verye excellent and Ituely deecrip* 
tkm of Winter, ao aa may bee indifferently taken, 
eyther for old Age, or for Winter acaaon. 

Bremelchil), bitter! 

Chamrredychapt; or wHnckled. 

AccoM) iwicked downe and daunted. 

Surquedne) pryda. Ekle) olde age. 

Sicker) aure. Tottie) Wkuering. 

Corbe) crooked. Herie) U'orshippe. 

Phyllial the nameof admemayde tiiknowen, whom 
Caddie, whoie peraon ia accrete, loued. The 
name ia vpaall in Tbeocritoa Virgile, and 
Mantuane. ' 


Bclte) a girdle or waat band. A fon) a foole. 
lythe) soft and gentile. 

Ventcth) anuffetn in the wind. 

Thy flocks Father) thr Ramme. Crags) neckfs 
Rather Larabes) that be evved early in the begin- 
ning of tlie yeare. 

Youth ia) A verye moral and pitthy Allegorie of 
youth, and the lustes thereof, compart to a 
wi-arie wayfaring man. 

Tityrus) I suppose he meane Chaucer, whoee prayae 
for pleaiaunt tales cannot dye, ao long as the 
memorie of hys name ahal Hue, and the name ol 
Poetrie shal endure. 

Well thewed) that ia, Bene moratae, full of morall 
wisenease. 

There grew) This talc ofthe Oake and the Brere, be 
telleth as learned of Chaucer, but iti a cleane m 
another kind, and rather like to iCaopda fables. 
It fa very excellmte for pleaiaunt description^ 
beinjg altogether a certaioe Icon or Hypotyposis 
of diMainfull younkers. 

Kmbelliaht) beautified and adorned. 

To wonne) to haunt or frequent. Sneb) checke. 
W'hy atandst) The tpeach is scomeful and very 
presumptucua. 

Engrainetl) dyed In grain, 

Acdolcth) encombreth. 

Adawed) daunted and confounded 

Trees of state) taller trpea fitte for timber wood 

^terne strife) said Chaucer .s, fell and sturdy. 

O my liege) A miner of suf plication, whereW w 
kindly coloured the affection and apeacke ^ 
Ambitioos men. 

Coronal!) Gaiiande. Ploareta) young bkwaoflw** 

The Primrose) The chiefe and worthleit. 




thraJdonMkjret tberdbre U not Apt eutr the lewt 
bleating. For enen to Mch emll men aucK 
anmber of yearea ia added, that (hey may in 


home. So the old man checketh the ra«hiiea«1ed 
boy, for detpyaing hia gray and froatye hearra. 

Whom Caddy e doth coaoieriMifl adthabyliof and 
bitter prooatbe, apoVen hidecde at the firat in 
contei^ of old ago generally. For it win an 
old opinion, and yet la continaed ia aome gieoa 
conceipt, that men of yearaa haae no foara of god 
at al, or not ao much aa yooiwer folka. For 


tbeyre dayea, and bleasing them wyth longe lyfe. 
For the bleating of age la not jrioen to all, "wt 
vnto those, whome God will so blctte : and albeit 
that many euil men reache vnto such fulnesse 
yeares, and some alto wexe olde in myterie and 
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CMarch, 



Mgloga Tertia. 


ARGVMENT. 


TN this Mglogue two shepheards boyes taking 
-* ouaston of the season, beginne to make 
purpose of hue and other plesaunce, which to 
springtime is most agreeable. The speciall mean- 
ing hereof is, to giue certatne tnarkes and tokens, 
to know Cupide the Poets God of Loue. But 
more p<wticularlye I thinke, in the person of 
Thomalin is meant some secrete freend, who 
scorned ^ue and his knights so long, till at 
length him selfe was entangled, and vnwares 
wounded with the dart of some beautifuU regard 
which is Cupides arrowe. * 


WiLLYB Thomalin. 
" I Homalin, why syttcn we soe, 

1 As wercn (Hierwent with woe, 
V|^ so fayre a morow ? 

The ioyous time now nigheth fast. 
That shdl alegge this Wttcr blast, 
And slake the inters sorowe. 


Thomalin. 

Willye, thou wamest well: 
ror Winters wrath beginnes to quell. 


And pleasant spring appeareth. 

The grasse nowe ginnes to be refresht, 
The Swallow peepes out of her nest, 

And clowdie Welkin cleareth. 

WiLLYE. 

Seest not thilke same Hawthorne studde. 
How bragly it beginnes to budde. 

And vtter his tender head ? 

Flora now calleth forth eche flower. 

And bids make ready Matas bowre. 

That newe is vpryst from bedde. 

Tho shall we sporten in delight, 

And leame with Lettice to wexe light, 
That scomefully lookes askaunce, 

Tho will we little Loue awake, 

That nowe sleepeth in Lethe lake. 

And pray him leaden our . 

Thomaun. 

WiUyc, I wene thou bee assott : 

For lustie Loue still sleepeth not. 

But is abroad at his game. 

WiLLYE. 

How kenst thou, that he is awdce ? 

Or hast thy selfe his skmber broke? 

Or made preuie to the ? 


10 


so 


30 
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Tbomaun. 

No, but happely I bym spyde. 

Where in a bush he did him hide, 

With winges of purple and bkwe. 

And were not, that my shecpe would stray, 
The preuie marks 1 would bewray. 

Whereby by chaunce I him knewe. 

WUXYE. 

Thomalin, haue no care for thy, 

My selfe will haue a double eye, 

Ylike to my flocke and thinei 
For als at home 1 haue a syre, 40 

A stepdame eke as whott as fyre, 

That dewly adayes counts mine. 

Thomalin. 

Nay, but thy seeing will not seme, 

My ^eepe for that may chaunce to swerue, 
And fml into some mischiefe. 

For sithens is but the third morowe. 

That I chaunst to fall a sleepe with sorowe, 
And waked againe with griefe : 

The while thilke same vnhappye Ewe, 

Whose clouted leggc her hurt doth shewe, 50 
Fell headlong into a dell. 

And there vnioynted both her bones : 

Mought her necke bene ioynted attones, 

She shoulde haue neede no more spell 
Tlielf was so wanton and so wood, 

(But now 1 trowe can better good) 

She mought ne gang on the grecne. 

WiLLYE. 

Let be, as may be, that is post : 

That is to come, let be forecast. 

Now tell vs, what thou hast scene. 60 

Thomalin. 

It was vpon a holiday. 

When shepheardes groomes han leauc to playc, 
I cast to goe a shooting. 

Long wandring vp and downe the land, 

With bowe and bolts in either hand, 

For birds in bushes tooting : 

At length within an Yuie todde 
(There shrouded was the little God) 

1 heard a busie bustling. 

I bent my bolt against the bush, 70 

Listening if any thing did nishc. 

But then heard no more rustling. 

Tho peeping close into the thickc, 

^'?ht see the mouing of some quidee, 


Whose shape ^4)peared not : 

But were it hurie, feend, or snake, 

My courage eamd it to awake. 

And muifully thereat shotte. 

With that sprong forth a naked swayne, 

With spotted winges like Peacocks trayne, 80 
And laughing lope to a tree. 

His gylden quiuer at his backe, 

And sillier bowe, which was but slacke. 

Which light Iv he bent at me. 

That seeing, 1 leueldc againe. 

And shott at him with might and maine, 

As thicke, as it hud hayWd. 

So long 1 shott, that al was spent : 

Tho pumie stones 1 hastly hent, 

And threwe ; but nought availed : 90 

He was so wimble, and so wight. 

From bough to bough he lep^ light, 

And oft the pumies latchra. 

Therewith affrayd I ranne away : 

But he, that carst seemd but to playe, 

A shaft in earnest snatched, 

And hit me running in the heele : 

For then 1 little smart did feele : 

But soonc it sore cncreased. 

And now it rancklclh more and more, 100 
And inwardly it festreth sore, 

Ne wote 1 , how to cease it. 

WiLLYE. 

Thomalin, I pittie thy pliglit. 

Perdie with foue thou uiddest fight : 

1 know him by a token. 

For once I heard my father say, 

How he him caught vpon a day, 

(Whereof he wTibc wroken) 

Entangled in a fowling net, 

Which he for carrion Crowes Itad set, no 
That in our Peerelree liaunied. 

Tho sayd, he was a winged lad, 

But bowe and shafts as then none had ; 

Els had he sore be daunted. 

But sec the Welkin thicks apace, 

And stouping Plubus steepes his face : 

Yu time to hast vs homeward. 

Willyes Embleme. 

To be wise and eke to loue^ 

Is graunted scarce to God about, IJO 

Thomalins Embleme. 

Of Hony and of Gaule in hue there is store ; 
TheHonye it much, but the GauU U more. 
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Gloss. 


THIS iEglorae ■e«meth iomewhat to r^mblo 
that tame of Thfocritatf wherein the boy lik^ise 
tellin? ^he old man, that he had shot at a winj^ed 
boy in a tree, was by hym warned, to beware of 
m^hiefe to come. 

Ouer went) ouergone. 

Aleji^ffe) to lessen or aswage. 

To quell) to abate. Welkin) the skie. 

The swallow) which bird vseth to be counted the 
messenger, and as it were, the fore runner of 
springe. 

Flora) tne Goddesse of flowres. but indede (as saith 
Tacitus) a famous harlot, which with the abuse 
of her body hauing gotten great riches, made the 
people of Rome her heyre : who in remembraitnce 
of so great beneficence, appointe<l a vearely feste 
for the memoriall of her, calling her, not as she 
was, nor as tome doe think, Andronicn. but 
Flora: making her the Goddesse of all floures, 
and doing verdy to her solemne sacrifice. 

Maias bowre) that is the pleasaunt fielde, or rather 
the Maye bushes. Maia is a Goddes and the 
mother of Mercuric, in honour of whome the 
moneth of Maye is of her name so called, as 
sayth Macrobius. 

Lettice) the name of some country lasse. 

Ascaunce) askewe or asquint. 

For thy) therefore. 

Lethe) is a lake Iq helljwhich the Poetes call the 
lake of forgetfulnes. For Lethe signifieih forget- 
fUlnes. wherein the soules being dipped, did 
forget the cares of their former lyfe. So that by 
loue sleeping in Letlie lake, he roeaneth ho was 
almost forgotten and out of knowledge, by reason 
of winters hardnesse, ^^hen al pleasures, as it 
were, slecM and wearc oute of mynde. 

Assotte) to dote. ... I 

His slomber) To breake Loues alomber, is to exer- 
cise the delightcs of Loue and wanton pleasures. 
Wlnges of purple) so is he feyned of the Poetes. 

For als) he imitateth Virgils verse. 

Est milii namquc domi pater, est iniusta nouerca Ac. 
A dell) a hole in the ground. 

Spell) is a kinde of verse or charme, that in elder 
tymes they vsed often to say ouer euery thing, 
that they would hauc prescrued, as the Nighupel 
for theeues, and the woodspelL And herehence 
1 thinke is named the gospell. as it were Gods 
spell 6r worde. And so sayth Chaucer, Listeneth 
Lordings to my spell. 

Gange) goe. An Yule todde) a thicke bushe. 

Swaine) a boye: For so is he described of the 
Poetes, to be a boye alwayes freshe and 
huitie : blindfolded, because he maketh no differ- 
ence of Personages : wytk diuers coloured winges, 
4 k fnl of flying fancies : with bowe and arrow, 
that is with glaunce of beautye, which prycketh 
M a forted arrowe. Ue is sayd also to haue 


shafts, some leaden, some golden ; that it, both 

f deasure for the gracious and loued, imd sorow 
or the louer that is disdayned or forsaken. But 
who liste more at large to behold Cupids colours 
and furniture, let him reade ether Propeitios, or 
Moschus his Idyllion of wandring loue, being 
now most excellently translated into Latine by 
the singuler learned man Angelas Politianus: 
whych worke^ I haue scene amongst other of 
thys Poets doings, very wel tran Jated also into 
Englishe Ryines. 

Wimble and wighte) Quicke and deliner. 

In the hecle) is very Poetically spoken, and not 
Without SMciall iudgement. For I remember, 
that in Homer it is sayd of Thetis, that i^ee 
tooke her young babe Achilles being neaely 
borne, and holding him by tne heele, dipped him 
in the Riuer of Styx. The xertue whereof is, to 
defend and keepe the bodyes washed therein 
from any mortall wound. So Aihillcs being 
x\ ashed al ouer, saue onely his hele, by which his 
tnoiher held, was ia the rest inxulnerable: ther- 
fore by Paris uas feyned to bee shotte with a 
poysoned arrowe in the heele, whiles he vas 
busie about the marymg of Poiyxena in the 
temp'e of Apollo. Winch mystical! fable Eusta- 
thius vnfolding, sayth ; that 1^ vxoundmg lu the 
hele, is meantlustlull loue. For Irom the heele 
(as say the best Phisitions) to the preuie partes 
there passe ct rtaine \ eines and s.cTKler synnewes, 
as also the like come from the head, and are 
carryed lyke little pypes behynd the eares: so 
that (as sayth Hipocrates) yf those veynes there 
be cut a sender, the partie straighte biccommeth 
cold and vnfruiteful. Which reason our Poete 
wel weighing, maketh this shepheards boye of 
purpose to be wouoded by Loue in the heele. 
Latched) caught. Wroken) reuenged. 

For once) In this tale is sette eut the simpRcityeof 
shepheards opinion of Loue. 

Stouping Phaebus) Is a Periphrasis of the suone 
setting. 

Embleme. 

Hereby is meant, that all the delights of Lone, 
wherein wanton youth ualloweih, ue but folI>e 
mixt with bitternesse, and soiow sawced with 
rcpentauncc. For besides that the very affection 
of Loue it selfe tonnenteth the m>nde, and 
vexelh the body many waves, with vnrestfulnesse 
all night, and weannes all day. seeking for that 
we can not haue, and fynding that we would not 
haue : euen the selft* things which best before vs 
lyked, in course of time and chaung of ryper 
yearea whiche also therewithal! chaungeth oar 
wonteo lyking and former fantasies, will then 
seeme lothsome and breede vsannoyannee. when 
xougthes flow re is withered, and we fynde our 
oodyes and wits aunswere not to socne vayns 
iollitie and lustful' pleasaun c e. 




JEgloga 

ARGVMENT. 

^His Mglogue is purposely intended to the 
■d honor and prayse of our most gracious 
soueretgne, Queene Elizabeth, The speakers 
herein be HdbbinoU and Thenoit^ two shep- 
heardes : the which HobbinoU being before men- 
ttoned, greatly to haue loued Cohn, is here set 
forth more largely, complayning him of that boyes 
great misaduenture in L^, whereby his mynd 
alienate and with drctwen not onely from 
him, who mosie loued him, but also from all 
former delightes and studies, asuell in plea- 
saunt pyping, as conning ryming and singing, 
ond other Aw laudable exercises. Whereby he 
^^th occasion, for proof e of his more excellencie 
skill tn poetrie, to recorde a songe, which the 
s^d Colin sometime made in lumor of her 
Muustie, whom abruptely he termeth Elysa, 

T Thenot. Hobbinolu 

IL« good HobbinoU, what garres thee 
grectc ? 

What ? hath loae WoUe thr tender r^>v« 
ytorne ? 

^is thy Bagpype broke, thatioundeasciweete ? 
vr art thou ct tjy ioued laase ioriorne ? 


Quarta. 

Or bene thine eyes attempred to the yeare, 

Quenching the gasping lurrowes thirst with 
rayne ? 

Like April shourc, so stremes thetricklingtcaret 

I Adownc thy cheeke, to quenche thy thiiitye 
payne. 

Hobbinoll. 

Nor thys, nor that, so muchc docth make me 
mourne. 

But for the ladde, whome long I lovd so deare, 

Nowe loues a l^se, that all his loue doth 
scorne : 1 1 

He plongd in payne, his tressed locks dooth 
teare. 

Shepheards delights he dooth them all for* 
swearc, 

Ilys plcasaunt Pipe, whych made vs meriment, 

He wylfully hath broke, and doth forbeare 

His wonted songs, wherein he all outwent. 

Themot. 

What is he for a Ladde, you so lament ? 

Ys loue such pinching payne to them, that 
prouc ? 

And bath he skill to make so excelltitt, 

Yet hath so little skill to brydle loue ? , BO 
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Hobbinoll. 

Colin thou kenst, the Southerne shepheardes 
boye: 

Him Loue hath wounded with a deadly darte. 
Wbilome on him was all my care and ioye, 
Forcing with gyfts to winne his wanton heart. 

But now from me hys madding raynd is startc, 
Andwoes the Widdowcs daughter of the glenne : 
So nowe fayre Rosalind hath bredde hys smart, 
So now his frend is chaunged for a frerme. 

Thenot. 

But if hys ditties bene so trimly dight, 

I pray thee Hobbinoll^ recorde some one : 30 

The whiles our flockes doe graze about in sight, 
And we dose shrowded in thys shade alone. 

Hobbinol. 

Contented I : then will I singe his laye 
Of fayre Elizot Queene of shepheardes all : 
Which once he made, as by a spring he laye, 
And tuned it vnto the Waters fall, 

Y e dayntye Nymphs, that in this blessed 
Brooke 

doc bathe your brest, 

Forsake your watry bowres, and hether looke, 
at my reauest ; 40 

And eke you Virgins, that on Parnasse dwell, 
Whence floweth Helicon the learned well, 
Helpe me to blaze 
Her worthy praise, 

Which in her sexe doth all excell. 

Of fayre Elisa be your siluer song, 
that blessed wight : 

The flowre of Virgins, may shee florish long, 

In princely pUght. 

For shee is Syrinx daughter without spotte, 50 
Which Pan the shepheards God of her begot : 
So sprong her grace 
Of heauenly race, 

No mortall blcmishe may her blottc. 

See, where she sits vpon the grassie greene, 

(0 seemely sight) 

Yclad in Scarlot like a mayden Queene, 

And Ermines white. 

Vi»n her head a Cremosin coronet, 

With Damaske roses and Dailadillies set : 60 
Baylcaues betweene. 

And Primroses greene 
Embellish the sweete Violet. 

Tell me, haue ye scene her angelick face, 

Like Phm fayre ? 

Her heauenly haueour, her princely grace 
can you well compare ? 


The Redde rose medled with the White yfere, 
In either cheeke depeincten liuely chere. 

Her modest eye, 70 

Her Maiestie, 

Where haue you scene the like, but there ? 

I sawe Phoebus thrust out his golden hedde, 

X n her to gaze : 

n he sawe, how broade her beames did 
spredde, 

it did him amaze. 

He blusht to see another Sunne belowe, 

Nc durst j^aine his fyrye face out showe; 

Let him, if he dare, 

His brightnesse compare 80 

With hers, to haue the ouerthrowe. 

Shewe thy selfe Cynthia with thy siluer rayes, 
and be not abasht : 

When shee the beames of her beauty displayes, 
0 how art thou dasht ? 

But I will not match her with LcUonaes seede, 
Such follie great sorow to Hiobe did breede. 
Now she is a stone. 

And makes dayly rnone, 

Warning all other to take heede. 90 

Pan may be proud, that euer he begot 
such a Bellibone, 

And Syrinx reioyse, that euer was her lot 
to beare such an one. 

Soone as my younglings cryen for the dam, 

To her will I offer a milkwhite Lamb ; 

Slice is my goddesse plaine, 

And I her shepherds swayne, 

Albee forswonck and f or swat 1 1 am. 

I see Calliope speede her to the place, loC 
where my Goddesse shines : 

And after her the other Muses trace, 
with their Violines. 

Bene they not Bay braunches, which they do. 
bcarc, 

All for Llisa in her hand to weare ? 

So sweetcly they play, 

And sing all the way, 

That it a heauen is to heare. 

Lo how finely the graces can it foote 

to the Instrument • ^ 

They dauncen defHy, and singen soote, 
in their meriment. 

Wants not a fourth grace, to make the daui,C« 
euen ? 

Let that rowme to my Lady be yeuen ; 

She shalbe a grace, 

To fyll the fourth place. 

And reigne with the rest in heauen. 



APRILL. 


And whither rannci th» beuie of Liidiet bri^ 
rauitged in a rowc ? 

They bene all Ladyes of the lake behight, lao 
that vnto her goe. 

CkloriSf that is the chiefest Nymph of al, 

Of Oliue braunches beares a C^rohall : 

Oliues bene for peace, 

When wars doe surcease : 

Such for a Princesse bene principtll. 

Ye shephcards daughters, that dwelka tbegreene, 
hye you there apace : 

Let none come there, but that Virgins bene, 
to adorne her grace. 130 

And when you come, whereas shce is in place, 
See, that your rudenessc doe not you dis^^ce : 
Dinde your hllcts faste. 

And gird in your waste, 

For more finesse, with a tawdrie lace. 

Bring hether the Pincke and purpleCullambine, 
With Gelliflowres : 

Bring Coronations, and Sops in wine, 

wome of Paramoures. 39 

Strowe me the ground with Daffadowndillies, 
And Cowslips, and Kingcups, and loued Lillies : 
The pretie Pawnee, 

And the Cheuisaunce, 

Shall match with the fayre flowre Delicc. 


4Sf 

Now ryse vp £toa, decked as thou art, 
inroyallaray: 

And now ye daiotie Damsells may depart 
echeoneherway, 

I fearc, 1 haue troubled your troupes to loofe : 
Let dame Elita thankc you for h^ song. 150 
And if you come hether, 

When Damsines 1 gether, 

I will part them all you among. 

Tuenot. 

And was thilk same song of Colins owne 
making? 

Ah fooli^ boy, that is with loue yblent: 
Great pitlic is, he be in such taking, 

For naught caren, that bene so lewcfiy bent, 

Hobbinol. 

Sicker I hold him, for a greater fon, 

Hiat loues the thing, he cannot purchase. 15s 
But let vs honteward : for night draweth cm. 
And twincling starres the daylight hence chaae 

Tlicnots lunblcme. 

0 quam te numorem vir^o t 
Hobbinols Emhlcme. 

OdeaenU, 


GWSSE. 


Gars thee greete) caaseth thee weepe and complain. 
Forlorne)7eft and forsaken. 

Attempred to the ycare) agreeable to the season 
of the yeare, that ts Aprils vkhjch moneth is inobt 
bent to shoures and seasonable ra) ne : to auem h, 
that is, to delate the drought, caused through 
drvnesse of March wyndes. 

The Laddei Colin Clout. The Lasse) Rosalinda. 

Tressed locks) wrethed and curled. 

Is he for a laode) A strannge manner of speaking | 
•s. what manrr of Ladde is he ? 

To make) to rime and vrrsifye. For In this word j 
making, our olde Englishe Poetes were wont to 
comprehend all the skit of Poctrye, accoiding 
to the Greeke woorde roitit, to make, whence 
corameth the name ol Poetes. 

Colin thoa kenst) knowest Seemeth hereby that 
Colin prrteyneth to some Southern noble man, 
snd perhaps in Surrye or Kent, the rathei 
bicause he so often nameth the Kentish downes, 
and before. As lythe as lasse of Kent 

The Widuwes) He calleih Rosalind the Widowes 
daughter of the glenne, that is. of a country 
Hamlet or borough, which I thioke Is rather 
■ayde to coluure and concrle the person, then 
•imply spoken. For it is well knowen, men in 
^ighte ol Colin and Hobbinoll, that shee is a 
Gentle woman of no roeane house, nor endewed 
with anye vutgare and common gifts both of 
nature and manners: but suche indeedo, os 
Mcde nether Colin be ashamed to haue her mode 
■•owns by bis versco, nor Hobbinoi be greued, 


that so she should be commended to immortalitkr 
for her rare and singular Vcitues: Specially 
drsoruing it no Irwe. ihm e> ther M v rio the most 
exerlient Porte I'hcocritus nis deailing, or Lan 
rrtta the rliumc PcirsrchejiGoddesse, or Himera 
the worth>c Poetc Sirsichorus hys Jdoln Vpot> 
whom he is sayd so much to haue dottd. that in 
regard of her excellencie. lie scorned and wrotf 
against the beauty of Helena. For which his 
prsesumptuous and vnheedie hardinesse, be is 
sayde by vengraunce of the Gods, thereat beiiig 
olfendeo, to haue lost both his ^rs. 

Frcnne) a strannger. The word I ihInVe was first 
poeticaily put, and afterwarde vsed in commen 
cttstome of speach for lorenne 

Dight) adorned. Laye}asonge. As Roandriayes 
and Virelayes. In all this songe is not to be 
respected, what the woiihinesseof her MaiesUe 
deserurth, nor what to the highnes of a Prince is 
agreeable, but what is moste cosneJy for the 
mcanessc of a shephearda witte, or to concrioe, 
or to vtter. And iWefore he calleth her Elyas, 
as through rodene«se tripping in her name i and 
a shephcards daughter, it bdng very snfil. that 
a shephcards boy brought i|i in the shepefold, 
should know, or euer seine to haue beard ot • 
Qorenes roialty. 

Ye daintie) is, as H were on Exordkun od pre- 
parandos animos. 

Vmginslthe nine. Moses, daagliters of ApoHoand 
Meraone, wrboae abode the Tfoeta fiNic to be oa 
Porwosaua, a hill in Grece, foi that in ehoi 
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coantrye specially florished Che honor of all 
excellent studies. 

Helicon) is both the name of a fountaine at Che 
foots of Parnassus, and also of a inounteine In 
Bacotla, out of which floweih the famous Spring 
CastaliuSj dedicate also to the Muses: of which 
tpringf it is sayd, that* when Pegasus the winged 
horse of Persens (whereby is meant fame and 
flying renowme) stroolce the grownde with his 
hoofe, sodeniy thereout sprange a wel of moate 
clearc and plcasaunte water, which fro thence 
forth was consecrate to the Muses and Ladies of 
learning. 

Your silucr song) seemeth to imitate the lyke in 
Hesiodus apyvptoy 

Syrinx) is the nameofaNympheof Arcadie, whom 
when Pan being in loue pursued, she flying from 
him, of the Gods was turned into a reeoe. So 
that Pan catching at the Rerdes i« stede of the 
Damoseir, and puffing hard (for he was almost 
out of wind) with hys breath made the Reedesto 
pype which he seeing, tookc of them, and in 
remembraunce of his lost loue, made him a pype 
thereof. But, here by Pan and Syrinx is not to 
bee thoughte, t hat t he shepheanle sirnplye ineante 
those Poetical Gods: but rather supMsing (as 
seemeth) her graces progenie to be diume and 
immoi tall (so as the Paymina were wont to ludge 
of all Klngcs and Princes, according to Homercs 
saying 

Bvfibt di) Mcyat 2iorpc^4w« 

TtfiTj i* ex fim i<nt, it h urirUra Zti/s ) 

could deuise no parents in his iudgement so 
worthy for her, as Pan the shepelieanls God, 
and his best beloued Syrinx. So that by Pan is 
here meant the most famous and victorious King, 
her highnesse father, late of worthy memorye 
K. Henry the eyght. And by that name, oftyme'. 
(as hereafter appearetfi) he noted kings and 
mighty Potentates; And in some place Christ 
himselfe, who is the veryc Pan and god of 
Shepheardes. 

Cremosin coronet) he deulseth her crowne to be of 
the flnest and most delicate flowers, instrde of 
p^tes and precious stones, wherewith Princes 
biademes vse to bee adorned and embost 
Embellish) heantifye and ad out. 

Phelic) the Moone, ' whom the Poets faine to be 
sister vnto Pharbus, that is the Sunne. 

Medled) mingled. 

Yiere) together. By the mingling of the Reddc 
rose ana the White, is meant the vniting of the 
two principal! houses of Ivancasterand ofYorke: 
by whose longe disfcord and deadly debate, this 
realm many yeares was sore traueded, and 
almost cleane decayed. Til the famous Henry 
theseuenth, of the fine of Lancaster, taking to 
wife the most vertuooa Princcsse Elisalieth, 
daughtet* to tbe fourth Edward of the hou<w. of 
Yorke, begat the most royal Henry the oyght 
aforesayde, In whom was the firste voion of tlie 
Whyte Rose and the Rcdde. 

Calliope) one of the nine Muses: towhome they 
assignethe honor of alt Poetical Inuention, an<l 
the firste glorye of the Heroicall verse. Other 
say. that shee is the Goddesse of Rhetoric k : Init 
hy Vlrgile'il Is raanifeste, that they mystake the 
tnyng. For there in hys Epigrams, that arte 
leneth to be attributed to PDlyimiia, saying : 

Bifuat cuneu maau, loqaitnrqne Polymma geslu. 


which seemeth specially to be meant of Action 
and elocution, both special partes of Rhetoric k . 
besyde that her name, which (as some construe 
it) tmporteth great reraerabraunce, codleincth 
another part. But I holde rather with them, 
which call her Polymnia or Polyhvmnia of he' 
good singing. 

Bay branches) be the sipie of honor and victory, 
and therfore of myghty Conquerors worn in 
theyr triumphes, and elce of famous Poets, as 
saith Petrarch in hys Sonets. 

Arbor \ittoriosa triomphal^ 

Honor d’ Imperadori & di Pocti, ic. 

The Graces) be three sisters, the daughters of 
lapiter, (whose names are Aglaia, Thalia, 
Euphrosyne, and Homer onely aadeth a fourth 
.K. Fasitnea) otherwise called Charites, that is 
thanks. Whom the Poctes feyned to be the 
Goddesses of al bountie and comelines, which 
thereforefas sayth Theodontius)they make three, 
to wete, tnat men first ought to be gracious and 
bountiful to other freely, incn to receiue benehts 
at other mens hands t urtcously, and thirdly to 
requite them thankfully : which are three sundry 
Actions in hberalitye And Boccace saith, that 
thev lie painted naked, (as they were indeede on 
the tombe ot C lulius Cdjsar) the one hauing 
herbacke towartl vs, and her face fromwarde, as 
proceeding from vs; the othei two toward ts 
noting double thanke to be due to vs for the 
benefit, we haue done. 

Deadly) Finely c and nimbly. Soote) Sweete. 

Menment) Mirili. 

Beuie) A beauie of Ladyes, is spoken figuratiuely 
for a company or troupe The terme is takenof 
Larkes For they say a Beme of Larkes, euen 
as a Coucy of l aitridge, or an eye of Pheasaunt'« 

Ladyes of tne lake) be Nytnphes. For it was an 
o)de opinion amongste the Auncirnt Heathen, 
that of eucry spring and fountaine was a goddesse 
the Soueraigne Whiche opinion stucke in the 
myndes of men not inanye yeares siihence, b\ 
meanes of certain fine fablers and lowd lyers, 
such as were the Authors of King Arihure the 

f rreal and such like, who tell many an \nl.iwfu!l 
easing of the Ladyes of tlie Lake, that i% the 
Nyinphes For the word Nvmphe in Creeke 
signiUelh Well water, or otherwise a Spouse or 
Bryde. 

Behight) called or named. 

Cions) the name of a Nymph, and signifiefh 
grrcncsse, of whome is sayd, that Zephyrus the 
Westerne wind being in loue with her, and 
couelmg her to wyfe, gauc her for a dowrie, the 
chietedome and soueraigntye of al flowtes and 
greene herbes, growing on earth. 

Rues bene) The Oliue was wont to be the ensigne 
of Peace and quietnessr, cyther for that it cannot 
be planted and pruned, and so carefully looked 
to, as it ought, but in time of peace: or els for 
that the Oliue tree, they say, will not growe neare 
the Firre tree, which is dedicate to Mars the 
God of battaile, and vsed most for speares and 
other instruments of warre. Whereupon is finely 
feigned, that when Neptune and Minerua stroue 
for the naming of the citic of Athens, Neptune 
striking the ground with his mace, caused anorse 
to come forth, that importeth warre, but at 
Mineruaes stroke sprong out an Oliue, to note 
that it should be a nurse of learning, and mch 
peaceable studies 



aprill. 


Spikm nUjr, Md ■ecotdiav to 

shepbeardet tiniplicitye. 

Brinir) all these be names of flowers. Sops in wine 
a Howre in colour mnch like to a Coronation, 
but differinjf in smel and quantitye. Flowi4 
delice, that which they vse to misternie, Flowre 
de luce, being in Latine called Flos delitiamm. 

A BeJHbone) or a Bonibell. Homely spoken for a 
fayre mayde or Bonilasse. 

Forswonck and forswatt) ouerlabourod and sonne- 
burnt. 

I saw Phaebtts) the sonne. A ^nslble Narration, 
and present view of the thing mentioned, which 
they call nufjovaui, 

Cynthia) the Moone so called of Cynthua a hylL 
where she was honoured. 

Latonacs se^e)Wa3 Apollo and Diana. Whom 
when as Niobe the wile of Amphion scorned, in 
respect of the noble fruict of her wombe, namely 
her seuen sunnes, and so many daughters, Latona 
being therewith displeased, commaunded her 
fionne Phoebus to slea al the sonnes, and Diana 
all the daughters: whereatthexn fortunate Niobe 
being sore dismayed, and lamenting out of mea- 
sure, was feigner! of the Poefrs, to be turned info 
a stone vpon the sepulchre of her children Koi 
which cause the shepheard sayth, he will not 


4JS 


Now Hm) is the conclusion. For haaiag aodockad 
n and comparisona he fetureeth 

all the th^k of hys labours to Um aaotiMe 
of her Maiestie. 

\J*^hen Dsmtins) A base reward of a clownish gtnrr. 

Ybleot) Y, is a poeticall addition. Blent bliMod. 

Emblrme. 

This Poesre is taken out of Virgile, and there of 
him vsed in the person of jfineas to his mother 
Venus, appearing to him in likenesse of one of 
Dianacs damoseils: being them most diuinely 
•et forth. To which similitude of diuinitie 
Hohbinoll comparing the exrrlency of Elisa, and 
l)cing throu|i|h the worihynes of Colins song, as 
it were, ouercome with the hngenrase of his 
imagination, brusteth out in gieat admiration, 
(O qunm te meinoiem virgo" being otherwise 
vnhable, then hy soddein silence, to expresse the 
wortliiDcsse oT his concept. Whom Thenot 
answereth wdih another part of the like veree, 
as confirming by his graunt and approuaunce. 
that I'lisa is no whit inferiour to the M.iirstle 
her. of whomc that Poete so boldly pronouttoed, 
O dca certc. 



Mgloga Quinta. 


ARGVMENT. 

Tn Ais fift vnder ih$ persons of 

tipo shipheards riers and Paunoditf be 
^^esenud two formes of pasloures or MitUsters, \ 
^ Ae protesianl and the CaAoUque: whose 


chiefc talke standeA in reasoning, whether Ae 
Ilf e of the one must be like the ether, WiAwhm 
hamng skewed, that it u daungerous to mainktne 
any felowship, or giue too much credit to their 
colourahle and feyned goodwill, he telleA him 
a tale of the foxe, that by such a counter poynt of 
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craftiniS deteiued and deuoured the credulous 

me. 

Paunode, Piers. 

I S not thilkc the racry moneth of May, 

When loue lads masken in fresh aray ? 

How ^les it then, we no merrier bene, 

Ylikc as others, girt in gawdy greene ? 

Our bloncket liueryes bene all to sadde, 

For thilke same season, when all is ycladd 
With pleasaunce : the grownd with grasse, the 
Wo<)ds 

With greene leaues, the bushes with bloosming 
Buds. 

Yougthes folke now flocken in euery where, 

To rather may buskets and smelling brere : lo 
And home they hasten the postes to dight, 

And all the Kirke pillours eare day light, 

With Hawthorne buds, and swete Eglantine, 
And girlonds of roses and Sopps in wine. 

Such merimake holy Saints doth queme, 

But we here sytten as drownd in a dreme. 

Piers. 

For Younkers Palinode such follies fitte, 

But we tway bene men of elder witt. 

Palinode. 

Sicker this morrowe, ne lenger agoe, 

1 sawe a shole of shepeheardes outcoe, 20 
Widi singing, and shouting, and iolly chere : 
Before them yode a lusty Tabrere, 

That to the many a Horne pype playd, 
Whereto they dauncen eche one with his mayd. 
To see those folkes make such iouysaunce, 
Made my heart after the pype to daunce. 

Tho to the greene Wood they speeden hem all, 
To fetchen home May with their musicall ; 

And home they bringen in a royall throne, 
Crowned as king : and his (^leene attone 30 
Was Lady Flora, on whom did attend 
A fayre nocke of Faeries, and a fresh bend 
Of louely Nymphs. (0 that I were there. 

To helpen the Ladyes their Maybush beare) 

Ah Piers, btnc not thy teeth on edge, to thinke. 
How great sport they gaynen with little 
swinck ? 

Piers. 

Perdie so farre am 1 from enuie. 

That their fondnesse inly I pitie. 

Those faytours little ridden their charge, 39 
While they letting their sheepe runne at large, 
Passen their time, that shoula be sparely spent, 
In lustihede and wanton meryment. 

Thilke same bene shepeheards for the Deuils 
stedde, 

Tbit playen, while their flockes be vnfedde. 


Well IS it scene, theyr sheepe bene not thdr 
owne, 

That letten them runne at randon alone. 

But they bene hyred for little pay 
Of other, that caren as little as they, 

What fallen the flocke, so they han the fleece 
And get all the gayne, paying but a peece. 50 
1 muse, what account both these will make, 
The one for the hire, which he doth take. 

And thother for leaning his Lords taske, 

When great Pan account of shepeherdes shall 
aske. 

Palinode. 

Sicker now I see thou speakest of spight. 

All for thou lackest somedele their delight. 

I (as I am) had rather be enuied, 

All were it of my foe, then fonly pitied ; 

And yet if neede were, pitied would be, 
Rather, then other should scorne at me : 60 

For pittied is mishappe, that nas remedie, 

But scorned bene dedcs of fond foolerie. 

What shouldcn shepheards other things tend, 
Then sith their God his good does them send, 
Reapen the fruite thereof, that is pleasure, 

The while they here liuen, at ease and Icasure ? 
For when they bene dead, their good is ygoe, 
They sleepen in rest, well as other moe. 

Tho with them wends, what they spent in cost, 
But what they left behind them, is lost 70 
Good is no good, but if it be spend : 

God giueth good for none other end. 

Piers. 

Ah Palinodie, thou art a worldes childe : 

Who touches Pitch mought needes be defilde. 
But shepheards (as Algrind vsed to say,) 
Mought not hue ylike, as men of the faye ; 
With them it sits to care for their heire, 
Enaunter their heritage doe impaire : 

They must prouide for meanes of mainten* 
aunce, 

And to continue their wont countenaunce. 80 
But shepheard must walke another way, 

Sike worldly souenance he must foresay. 

The sonne of his loincs why should he regard 
To leaue enriched with tliat he hath spard ? 
Should not thilke God, that gaue him that good, 
Eke cherish his child, if in his wayes he stood ? 
For if he misliue in leudnes and lust, 

Little bootes all the wclth and the trust, 

That his father left by inheritaunce : S9 

All will be soone wasted with misgouemaunec. 
But through this, and other their miscreaunce, 
They maken many a wrong cheuisaunce, 

I Heaping vp waues of wellh and woe, 
i Tile flnddes whereof shall them ouerflowe. 
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Sike msns follie I ceuinot compare 
Better^ then to the Apes folish care» 

That is so enamoured of her young one, 

(And yet God wote, such cause ha& she none) 
That with her hard hold, and straight embrac- 
ing» 

She stoppeth the breath of her youngling. loo 
So often times, when as good is meant, 

Euil ensueth of wrong entent. 

The time was once, and may againe retorne, 
(For ought may happen, that hath bene 
beforne) 

When shepeheards had none inheritaunce, 

Ne of land, nor fee in sufferaunce : 

But what might arise of the bare slieepe, 

(Were it more or lessc) which they did kee|)e. 
Well ywis was it with shepheards thoe : 

Nought hauing, nought feared they to forgoe. 
For Pan liiinselfe was their inheritaunce, 1 1 1 
And little them serued for their mayntenaunce. 
The shepheards God so wel them guided, 

That of nought they were vnprouidtd, 

Butter enough, honye, railke, and whay, 

And their flockes fleeces, them to araye. 

But tract of time, and long prcfe[x*ritie : 

That nource of vice, this of insolencie, 

LulKd the shepheards in such securitie, 

That not content with loyall obeysaunce, 120 
(Some gan to gape for grecdie gouernauna', 

And match them selfe with mighty potentates, 
Louers of Lordship and troublers of states : 

Tho gan shepheards swaines to looke a loft, 
And leaue to Hue hard, and learnc to ligge wft : 
Tho vnder colour of shepeheards, somewhilc 
There crept in Wolues, tul of fraude and guile, 
Tliat often deuoured their owne sheepe, 1 28 
.\nd often the shepheards, tliat did hem keepc. 
This was the first sourse of shepheards sorowe. 
That now nill be quitt with baile, nor borrowc. 

Paunode, 

Three thinges to beare, bene very burdenous. 
But the fourth to forb^e, is outragious. 
Wemen that of Loues longing once lust, 
Hardly forbearen, but haue it they must ; 

So when choler is inflamed with rage. 

Wanting reuenge, is hard to asswage : 

Arid who can counsell a thristie soule, 

With patience to forbeare the oflred bowle ? 
But ot all burdens, that a man can beare, 140 
Moste is, a fooles talke to beare and to heare. 
f wene the G«iunt has not such a weight, 
That beares on his shoulders theheauens height. 
Thou findest hiulte, where nys to be found, 
And buildest strong warke vpon i weake 
ground: 


Thou raylest on right withouten reason, 

And blamest hem much, for small encheasoo. 
How shoulden shepheardes Hue, if not so ? 
What } should they pynen in pape and woe ? 
Nay sayd 1 thereto, by my deare (wrowe, 150 
If 1 may rest, I mil Hue in sorrowe. 

Sorrowc ne neede l>e hastened on : 

For he will come without calling anone. 

While times enduren of tranquillide, 

I’scn \vc freely our fehcilie. 

hor when approdien the stonnie stowres, 

We moughl \\ith our slioulders beare of the 
sliarpe showres. 

And soolii to saync, nought seemeth sike strife. 
That shepht-ardes so wiKn ecli oilicrs life. 

And laycn her fun Its the world Ixforne, 160 
The while their foes done luclu* of lum scorne. 
Let none mislike of lhai nia\ not be* mendtd : 
So conteck sooiic b}’ i oiu oril rnought be ended. 

rihRS. 

.Shepheard, I list none accordauncc make 
With shephmd .tliat docs the right way forsake. 
And of the twaine, li cheue were to me, 

Had huer my fu , tinn my frtend he l)c. 

For what concord lun light und darkc sam ? 
Or what (xace has the Lion witli the lainibe ? 
Such faitors, when tiicir fuLse harts l^c hidtie. 
Will doc, as did tlic Foxe by the Kidde. 171 

Palinodk. 

Now Piers, of ft lowship, tell vs that saying : 
For the Ladde can keejjc both our flocks from 
straying. 

Piers. 

T Hilke same Kidde (as I can well dcuisc) 
Was loo very foolish and vnwisc. 

For on a tyme in Sommir season. 

The Gate ner dame, ilial had good reason, 
Yodc forth abroodc vnto the grecne wood, 

To brouze, or pUy, or what shee thought good. 
But for she liad a motherly care 1 80 

Of her young sonne, and wit to beware, 

Slice sti her youngling Ixdorc her knee, 

That was both fresh and \rm\y to see, 

And full of fauour, as kidde rnought be : 

His Ycllet head began to shoote out, 

And his wrethed homes gan newlv sprout : 
The blossomes of lust to bud did beginne, 

And spring forth ranckly vnder his chinne. 

My sonne (quoth she) (and with that gan 

For aireSli thoughts in her heart did creeprt 
CJod bie«e thee poorc Orphane, as he nought 
me, 

1 And send thee ioy of thy iollitee. 
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Thy father (that word she spake with payne : 
For a sigh had nigh rent her heart in twaine) 
Thy father, had ^ Uued this day, 

To see the braunche of his bod^ displaie. 

How would be haue ioyed at this swcete sight ? 
But ah false Fortune such ioy did him spight, 
And cutte of hys dayes with vntimely woe. 
Betraving him into the traines of hys foe. 200 
Now 1 a waylfull widdowe behight, 

Of my old age haue this one delight, 

To see thee succeede in thy fathers steade. 

And florish in dowres of lusty head. 

For euen so thy father his head vpheld. 

And so his hauty homes did he weld. 

Tho marking him with melting eyes, 

A thrilling throbbc from her hart did aryse, 
And interrupted all her other speache. 

With some old sorowei that made a newe 
breache : 210 

Seemed shee sawe in the younglings face 
The old lineaments of his fathers grace. 

At last her solein silence she broke, 

And gan his newe budded beard to stroke. 

Kiddie (quoth shee) thou kenst the great care, 
I haue of thy health and thy welfare. 

Which many v^ld beastes liggen m waite, 

For to entrap in thy tender state : 

But most the Foxe, maister of collusion : 

For he has voued thy last confusion. 220 

For thy my Kiddie be ruld by race. 

And neuer giue trust to his trechercc. 

And if he ^unce come, when 1 am abroade, 
Sperre the yate fast for feare of fraude : 

Ne for all his worst, nor for his best, 

Open the dorc at his request. 

So schooled the Gate her wanton sonne. 
That answerd his mother, all should be done. 
Tho went the pensile Damme out of dore, 229 
And chaunst to stomble at the threshold flore : 
Her stombling steppe some what her amazed, 
^or Such, as signes of ill luck bene dispraised) 
Yet forth shee yode thereat halfe aghast ; 

And Kiddie the dorc sperred after her fast. 

It was not long, after shee was gone. 

But the false Foxe came to the dore anone : 
Not as a Foxe, for then he had be kend. 

But all as a poore pedler he did wend. 

Bearing a trusse or tryfles at hys backe, 

As bells, and babes, and glasses in hys packe. 
A B^en he had got about his braine, 241 
F^ in his headpeace he felt a sore payne. 

His hinder heele was wrapt in a clout. 

For with great cold he hid gotte the gout. 
There at die doxt he cast me downe hys pack, 
\nd layd him downe, and groned, Alack, 
Alack. 


Ah deare Lord, and sweete Saint Charitee, 
That some good body wouldc once pitie mee. 

Well heard Kiddie al this sore constraint, 
And lei^d to know the cause of his com. 

plaint : 350 

Tho creeping close behind the Wickets clinck, 
Preuilie be peep^ out through a chinck : 

Yet not so preuilie, but the Foxe him spyed : 
For deceifull meaning is double eyed. 

Ah good young maister (then gan he crye) 
lesus blesse that sweete face, 1 espye, 

And keepe your corpse from the careful) 
stounds, 

That in my carrion carcas abounds. 

The Kidd pittying hys heauinessc, 

Asked the cause of his great distresse, 260 
And also who, and whence that he were. 

Tho he, that had well ycond liis lere, 

Thus medled his talke with many a teare, 
Sicke, sicke, alas, and little lack of dead. 

But 1 be relieued by your beastlyhead. 

I am a poore Shcepe, albe my coloure donne; 
For with long traueile 1 am brent in the sonot 
And if that my Grandsire me sayd, be true, 
Sicker I am very sybbe to you : 

So be your goodlihead doe not disdayne 270 
'ITie kinred of so simple swaine. 

Of mercye and fauour then 1 you pray, 

With your ayd to forstall my ncere decay. 

Tho out of his packe a glaive he tooke : 
Wherein while kiddie vnwares did looke, 
lie was so enamored with the newell. 

That nought he deemed deare for the iewell. 
Tho opened he the dore, and in came 
The false Foxe, as he were Starke lame. 

His tayle he clapt betwixt his legs twayne, 
Lest he should be descried by his trayne. 2S1 
Being within, the Kidde made him good git?* 
All for the loue of the glasse he did see. 

After his chere the Pedler can chat, 

And tell many losings of this, and that : 

And how he could shewe many a fine knack. 
Tlio shewed his ware, and opened his packe, 
All saue a bell, which he left behind 
In the bas'ket for the Kidde to fynd. 

Which when the Kidde stoops downe to 
catch, 290 

He popt him in, and his basket did latch, 

Ne stayed he once, the dore to make fast, 

But ranne awaye with him in all hast. 
Homewben thedoubtfuUDammehad herhyd^ 
She mought see the dore stand open wyde. 
All a^t, lowdly she gan to ad 
Her Kidde : but he nouki answere at all 
Tho on the dore she sawe the merchandise. 

Of which her sonne had sette to dere a pris^ 
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What helpe ? her Kidde ihee knewe well was 
gone: joo 

Shee weeped»and wayled^and made great mone. 
Such end bad the Kidde, for he nould warned be 
Of oaft, coloured with simplidtie ; 

And sudi end perdie does ml hem remayne, 
That of such falscrs freendship bene faync. 

Paunodie. 

Truly PierSf thou art beside thy wit, 

Furthest fro the marke, weening it to hit. 

Now 1 pray thee, lette me thy ule borrowe 
For our sir lohn, to say to morrowc 
At the Kerke, when it is holliday : 310 

For well he meanes, but little can say. 


But and if Foxes bene so crafty, as so, 

Much oeedeth all shepheardi hem to knowe. 

PiRRS. 

Of their falshode more could 1 recount. 

But now the bright Sunne gynneth to dit> 
mount: 

And for the deawic night now doth nye, 

I hold it best for vs, home to hyc. 

Palinodes Embleme. 
nds iwiarot iwtaru. 


Piert his Embleme. 

Tit If wlffTtt dwiffrai ; 




GLOSSE. 


Thllke) this tame moneth. It 11 applyed to 
seatoo of the raoncth, when all menne delight 
them aeluet with pleaaaance of fieldea, and 
gardena. and garments. 

Blonckct iiuencslgray coatef. 

Yclad) arrayed, Y, re^loundeth, as before. 

la eaery where) a atraunge, yet proper kind 01 

Bluets) a^imlnntlue .s. little bushes ofhauthome. 

Kirke) church. Queme) plca^. 

,\ shole) a multitude; taken of 6she, whereof 
some going in great Companies, are sayde to 
twitnme m a sliole. 

Yode) went. louyssance) ioye. 

Swinck) labour. inly) entirely. 

Faytours) vagabonds. . t 

Groat pan)isChrut,lho veryGodofall shepheardi 
which calleth himselfe the greate and good 
shepherd. The name is most rightly (me ihinkesl 
applyed to him, for Pan signilieth all or oinni. 
potent, which is onely the Lord Icsus. And by 
that name (as 1 remcmbtri he is c^led of 
Eusebius in his fifte booke do Preparat, Euang ; 
who thereof telleth a proper storye to that 
purpose. Which story is 6rst recorded of 
Plutarch, in his booke of the cming of oracles, 
and of Laurtcre translated, in his booke of 
walking sprightes. Who sayth. that about the 
s.ime time, that our Lord suffered his ino%t 
bitter passion for the redemtion of man, certem 
passengers sayling from Italy to Cypnis and 
passing by certain lies called Paxie, heard a 
voyce calling alowde Tharaus, Thamus, (now 
Thamus was the name of an vKgyptian, which 
^ai Pilotc of the ship,) who giumg earc to the 
cry, was bidden, when he came to PalMcs, to 
tel, that the great Pan was deail: which he 
doubting to doe, yet for that when he came to 
Palodes, there sodeinly was such a calroe of 
winde, that the shippe stoode still in the 
vninoued, he was forced to cry alowd, that Pan 
was dead j wherewithal! there was heard suche 
piteous outcryesand dreadfull shnking, as hath 
hot bene the like. By whych Pan, (hough of 
some be vnderstoode the great Satanas, whose 
kingdomeat that time was by Christ conquered, 
the gates of hell broken vp, and death by death 
deiioered to eternal! death, (for at that time, as 
ke sayth, all Oracks rareea^ and enchaunted 


spirits, that were wont to delude the people, 
thencefoiih held thc)r peace) and also at the 
dcroaund of llie Kmperoure Tiberius, who that 
Pan should l)e, answrre was made him by the 
wisest and best learned, that it was the sonne of 
Mercuric anil Penelope, yet 1 think It more 
‘ meant of the dealn of Chrinl, the onely 

fir..:-.. A.VJ.I. 


anifvcry Pan, thm suffering for his flock. 

I as 1 amKeeiiieth to imitate iiic commen pronrio, 
Malim Inuidere miln omnes tiuam miserescere. 
Nas) It a syncope, for ne has, or has not ; aanottkl, 
for would not. , . « , • , . 

Tho with them) doth Imitate (hr Epltaphe of the 
ryotous king Sardanapaltta, wljych cauied to 
be written on hii tomba in Craekai which 
verses be thus translated by Tullie. 

„ Hauc habui qutr edl, qiurque rvaturata libido 
’ Hausit, at Ilia mawnt multa tc pnrclara 
relicta. 

which may thus lie tariK*<l Ihto English. 

All that I cate did I ioye, and aU that I 
grrrdily gorged 

_ As lor those many goodly matters left I for 
others. 

Much like the Kpil.iph of a good olde Erie of 
Ucuonthife, which though much more wisedome 
bewraieth, then Sanlanspalnt, yet hatha ama^e 
of his sensuall delights and bcasriiiiess& The 
rymes be these. 

Ho, Ho, who lies here 1 
I the good Eric of Dcfionshere, 

And Mauldc my wife, that was fof dears, 

We lined together Iv, yeare. 

That we s^t, wenadt 
” That wt* 'gaue, w e haue i 

That wt* Tffte, we lost 

Algrind) the name of a ihrpheard 
Men of the Lay) Lay men, 

Enauntcr) least that. ^ 

Souenauncr) remembraonce. 

Miscreaance) desp»4i« pr tmstxafutc . 

Cheuisaance) tometiioe of Chaaccr vaed for fdiM 1 
sometime of Wber for ap^y|«if f *>0^ 

prise, and sometime for chiefdome. 

Pan Mmselfc, God. According aa la 
I>e«(eronomte, That in dims cn 
Canaan, to the trite of Lewie no portion of 
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heritage should bee allotted, for GOD himselfe 
was their inheritttmce. 

Some gan) meant of the Pope, and hit Antichristian 
preiates, which vsurpe a tyrannical dominion in 
the Churche, and with Peters counterfct keyes, 
open a wide gate to al wickednesse and insolent 
gouernment. Nought here spoked, as of purpose 
to deny fatherly rule and godly gouernaunce (as 
some rnalitiously of late haue done to the great 
vnreate and hinderaunce of the Churche) but to 
displaye the nride and disorder of such, as in 
iteede of feeding their sheepe, indeede feede of 
theyr sheepe. 

Soursr) welspring and originalL 

Borrowe) pled^^e or sueriie. 

The Geaunte) 18 the greatc Atlas, whom the poetes 
feign to be a hugp geaunt, that bcareth Hcauen 
on his shoulders: being in dee<le a merueitous 
highe mountaine in Mauritania, that now is 
Barbaric, which to mans seeming peiceth the 
cloudes, and seemeth to touch the heauens 
Other thinke, and they not amisse, that this 
table waa meant of one Atlas king of the same 
cuuntrye, (of whomc may bee, that that hil had 
his denomination) brother to Prometheus who 
(as tJie Grekes say) did first fynd out the hidden 
courses of the starres, by an excellent imagina- 
tion, Wherefore the poetes feigned, that he 
susteyned the firmament on hys shoulders. Many 
other coniectures needelesse be told hereof. 

Warke) worke. Encheason) cause, occasion. 

Deare borow) that is our sauiour, the commen 

W >ledge of all mens debts to death. 

yten) blame. Nought icemeth) is vnsecmely. 
Conteck) strife contention. 

Her) theyr, at vseth Chaucer. 

Han) for haue. Sam) together. 

This tale is much like to that in iEiops fables, but 
the Catastrophe and end is farre differenL By 
the Kidde may be vnderstoode the simple sorte 
of the faythfull and true Christians. By hys 
dame Christe. that hath alreadie with carefull 
watchewords (as heere doth the gote) warned his 
little ones, to beware of such doubling deceit. 
By the Foxe, the false and faithiesse Papistes, to 
wnom is no credit to be giuen, nor felowshippe ! 
to be vsed. 

The gate) the Gote : Northcrnely spoken to lurnc 
O into A. 

Yodowent. AfToresayd. 

She 8 ft) A figure called Fictio. Which vseth to 
attribute reasonable actions and speaches to 
vnreaiooable creatures. 

The bloosmes of lust) be the young and mossie 
hearei, which thrn b^inne to sproute and shoote 
foorth. when lustfull heate beginneth to kindle. 
And with) A very Poeticall nd^oK. 

' Orohtne) A youngling or pupill, that needeth a 
Tutour ana gouernour. 

That word) A patheticall parenthesis, to encrease 
a carefnil Hyperbaton. 

The braunch) or the fathers body, is the child. 

For euen so) Alluded to the saying of Andromache 
to Ascanitts in Virgile. 

Sic oenlos, tic itle manui, ak ora ferebat. 

A thrilling throb) a percinr tlghe. Uggen) lye. 
Maister m eoUatioAl.s. coloaiM guile, because the 
Post of al beasts is most wily and crafty. 


Sperre the yate) shut the dore. 

For such) The gotes stombling is here noted as an 
euili si^e. The like to be marked in ail histories; 
and that not the leaste of the Lorde Hastinguet 
in king Rycharde the third his (kyes. For baide 
his daungerous dreame (whiche was a ihrewde 
prophecie of his mishap, that tolowed) it it aayd 
that in the morning ryding toward the tower of 
London, there to sittc vppon matters of counscll, 
his horse stombled twise or thnse by the way; 
which of some, that ryding with hym in hia 
company, were priuie to his neere destenie, 
was secretly marked, and afterward noted (or 
memorie of his great mishap, that ensewed. 
For being then as merye, as man might be, and 
least doubting any mortal I diunger, he was 
within two howres after, of the T)ranne put to a 
shamefull deathe. 

As belli's) by such trifles are noted, the reliques 
and rag'^es of popish superstition, winch put no 
smal religion in 13elles‘ and Babies .s Idolc::; 
and glasses .s. Paxes, and such lyke trumperies. 
Great cold ) For they boast much of their outward 
patience, and voluntaryc suffiTauoce as a worke 
of merite and holy humblenesse. 

Sweete S. Cliaritie. The Catholiqucs coinen othe, 
and onely speache, to haue charitye alwayes 10 
their mouth, and sometime in their outward 
Actions, but neuer inwardly in fayth and godly 
xeale. 

Clmcke ) a key hole. Whose diminutiue is clicket, 
vsed of Chaucer fora Key. 

Stoundesl fittes: aforesayde. 

His lere) his lesson. Medled) mingled. 

Bestlihead.) agreeing to the person of a beast 
Sibbe.) of kynne. Newell) a newe thing, 
fo forestall) to prmuent 
(jlee) chere, afforesayde. 

Deare a price.) his lyfe, which he lost for those 
toyes. 

Such ende) is an Epiphonema, or rather the 
morall of the whole tale, whose purpose is to 
warne the protestaunt beware, howe lie geucth 
credit to the vnfaythfull Catholique : whereof 
we haue dayly proofes sufficient, but one moslc 
famous of all. practisedof Lateyearesin Frauoce 
by Charles the nynih. 

Fayne) gladde or desyrous. 

Our sir lohn) a Popishe priest. A saying fit fw 
the grosenesse of a shepheard, but sp^cn to 
tauntc vnlcamed Pricstes. 

Dismount) descende or set. Nye) draweth ncrc 

Embleme. 

Both these Emblemes make one whole Hexametre. 
The first spoken of Palmodie, as in rcproche of 
them, that be distrustfull, is a pcece of Thcogms 
verse, intendii^, that who dotn most mistrust is 
most false. For such experience In faUchod 
brecdelh mistrust in the mynd, thinking nolesi* 
guile to lurke m others, then in hymselfe. Bat 
Piers thereto strongly replyeth with another 
pcece of the tame verse, saying at in his former 
fable, what fayth then is there ^n the faythlessc. 
For if fayth be the ground of religion, whidi 
fayth they dayly false, what hold then 
there of theyr religion. Aod thys is all that 
theysaye. 



Mgloga sexta. 


ARGVMENT. 

^T^Uxs ^glogtu is wholly vowed to the com- 
^ placing oj Colins tU successe in his 
tow. For being (as is aforesaid) enamoured of 
a Lountry lasse^ Rosalind^ and hautng (as seemelh) 
jounde place tn her heart, he lamenteth to his 
HobbtnoU, that he is nowe forsaken 
viyatmfuUy, and in his steede Menalcas, another 
sH^heard receiued disloyally. And this is the 
Argument of this ^glogue, 

Hobbinol. Colin Clovte. 

L OCa^»’n,here the place, whose pleasauntsyte 
^rom other shades hath weand my wan- 
dring mvnde. 

^11 me, what wants me here, to worke delytc ? 
^e simple ayre, the gentle warbling wynde, 

^ calme, so coolc, as no where else I ^de ; 
g^ye wound with daintye Daysies dight, 

kyiSe^ 

To the waters ^11 their tunes attemper right* 
Collin. 

^ ' 

«^Pkia^ hast fouiKl,whych^iim lost xo 

™®waiidCT may tfiy flock early or late, 
Withouten dreade ol Wolues to bm ytost t 


Thy louely layes here mayst thou freely boste. 
But 1 vnhappy man, whom crucll fate, 

And angry G(^ pursue from coste to ooste, 

Can nowhere fynd, toshroudemy luddessc pate, 
Hobbinoll. 

Then if bv me thou list aduised be. 

Forsake the soylc, tliat so doth the bewitch : 
Leaue me those hilles, where harbrough nis to 

19 

Nor holybush, nor brere, nor winding witche i 
And to the dales resort, where shepheards 
ritch,^ 

And fruictfull flocks bene eucry where to see. 
Here no night Rauens lodge more blade then 
pitche, 

Nor elui^ ghosts, nor gastly owlcs doe flee. 

But frendly Faeries, met with many Graces, 
And lightfote Nymphes can chace tne lingring 
night, 

Wi^ Heydeguyes, and trimly trodden traces, 
Whibt systers nyne, which dwell on Pamasse 
hight. 

Doe ma k e them muskk, for thdr more delight t 
And Pan himselfe to kisse their christall buses. 
Will pype and daunce, when PhaAi shineth 
bri^t! 3t 

Such pierlesee pleasures kaue we in these plaoes. 
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Collin. 

And L whylst youth, and course of carelessc 
yeeres 

Did let me walke witliouten lincks of loue, 

In such delights did ioy amongst my peeres : 
But ryper age such pleasures doth reproue, 

My fancye tiu from former follies mouc 
To stayra steps : for time in passing weares 
(As garments doen, which wexen old aboue) 
And draweth newe delightes with hoary heares. 
Tho couth I sing of loue, and tune my pype 41 
Vnto my plaintiuc pleas in verses made : 

Tho would I seeke for Queene apples vnrype, 
To giue my Rosalind, and in Sommer shade 
Dight gaudy Girlonds, was my comcn trade, 
To crowne her golden locks, but yeeres more 
rype, 

And lossc of her, whose loue as lyfe I wayd, 
Those weary wanton toyes away dyd wype. 
Hobbinoll. 

Colirtt to heare thy ryines and roundelayes, 
Which thou were wont on wastfull hylls to 
singe, 50 

I more delight, then larke in Sommer dayes ; 
Whose Echo made theneyghbour groucs to ring, 
And taught the byrds, wnich in the lower spring 
Did shroude in shady leaues from sonny rayes, 
Frame to thy songe their chereful cheriping. 

Or hold theyr peace, for shame of thy swete 
layes. 

I sawe Calliope wyth Muses moe, 

Soone as thy oaten pyi^c began to sound, 
Theyr yuory Luyts and Tamburins forgoe . 
Ana from the fountdne, where they sat around, 
Renne after hastely thy siluer sound. 61 
But when they came, where thou thy skill didst 
showe. 

They drewe abacke, as halfe with shame con- 
found, 

Shepheard to see, them in theyr art outgoe. 
Collin. 

Of Muses Ilobbinol, I conne no skill : 

For they bene dau^ters of the hyghest loue. 
And holden scome of homely shepheards quill. 
For sith 1 hdu‘d, that Pan with Phoebus stroue, 
Which hini to much rebukeand Daungerdroue : 
I nen^ l^t presume to Pamasse hy 11 , 70 

But J^ng lowe in shade of lowly proue, 

I play to pease my selfe, all be it ill, 

Nou^t weigh I, who my song doth prayse or 
blame, 

Ne striue to winne renowne, or passe the rest : 
With shepheard sittes not, followe flying fame : 
Butfeede hi< flockeiohelds, wberehdlsb^ best. 


I wote my rymes bene rough, and rudely drest : 
The fytter they, my careful! case to frame: 
Enou^ is me to paint out my vnrest, 

And poore my piteous plaints out in ^ same. 

The God of shepheards Tityrus is dead, 81 
Who taught me homely, as I can, to make. 

He, whilst he liued, was the soueraigne head 
Of shepheards all, that bene with loue ytake : 
Well couth he wayle hys Woes, and lightly slake 
The flames, which loue within his heart had bredd, 
And tell vs mery tales, to keepe vs wake, 

The while our sheepe about vs safely fedde. 

Nowe dead he is, and lyeth wrapt in lead, 

(0 why should death on hym such outrage 
showe ?) 90 

And all hys passing ski I with him is hedde, 
The fame whereof doth dayly greater growe. 
But if on me some little drops would nowe. 

Of tliat the spring was in his learned hedde, 

I soone would learne these woods, to wayle my 
woe, 

And teache the trees, their trickling teares to 
shedde. 

Then should my plaints, causd of discurtesec. 
As messengers of all my painfull plight, 

Flye to my loue, where euer that she bee, 

And pierce her heart with poynt of worthy 
wight : IOC 

As sheedeserues, that wrought so deadly spight. 
And thou MenaUas, that by trecheree 
Didst vnderfong my lasse, to wexe so light, 
Shouldest well ^ knowne for such thy villanee. 

But since I am not, as I wish I were 
Yegentleshepheards, which yourflocksdofeedc. 
Whether on hylls, or dales, or other where, 
Beare witnessc all of thys so wicked deede : 
And tell the lasse, whose flowre is woxe a weedc, 
And faultlesse fayth, is turned to faithlesse fere, 
That she the truest shepheards hart made 
bleede, 1 > ' 

That lyues on earth, and loued her most derc. 

Hobbinol. 

0 carefull Cohn, I lament thy case, 

Thy teares would make the hardest flint to flowe. 
Ah faithlesse Rosalind, and voidc of grace. 
That art the roote of all this ruthfull woe. 

But now is time, I gesse, homeward to goe : 
Then ryse ye blessed flocks, and home apace, 
Least night with stealing steppes doe you 
forsloe, 

And wett your tender Lambes, that by you 
trace. 120 

Colins Embkme. 

Cia speme spenta* 
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GLOSSE. 


Syte) sitiution and place. 

paradne) A Paradise in Greekf ti^iSeth a Carden 
of pleaaore, or place of delights. So he coutpartt h 
the eoiK whenn Hobbindl made liii alKxle, to 
th^ earthly ParadiaOi in acripture called fiden ; 
wherein Adam in his first creation was placed. 
Which of the mutt learned is thouslit to be in 
Mesopotamia, the most fertile ana pleasaunte 
county in the world (as mayappcare by Dio- 
dorus Sycultts description of ii, in the hystorir of 
Alexanders conquest thereof ) lyin^r betweene (he 
two famous R^ert (which are sayd in scriptute 
to flowe out of Paradise) Tygris and Euphrates, 
whereof it is so denominate. 

Forsake the soyle) This is no poetical fiction, but 
vnfeynedly spoken of the Poeie telfe, who for 
speciall occasion of priuate affayres (as 1 haue 
bene partly of himselfe infomird) and for his 
more preferment rcmouing out of i w North parts 
came into the South, as Hobbinoll inaeede 
adutsed him pnuately. 

Those bylies) that is the North coontrye, where he 
dwelt 

N'ls) IS not 

The Dales) The Southpartes, where he nowr 
abydeth, which thuughe they be full of hyileiand 
woodes (for Kent is very nvll)e and woodye; 
and therefore so called : for Kantsh in the Saxons 
tongue iignifieth woodic) yet in respecte of the 
Nurihpaites they be called dales. For iruiede 
the North in counted the higher conntrye. 

Night Rauens &c.) bv such hatcfull byrdea hec 
iiicaneth all misfor(unes(Wbereof they be tokens 
fl> mg euery where. 

Ffrndly faeries) f h» opinion of Faeries and elfes Is 
'etyold, and yrt btickeih ^ery religiously in the 
ni)n(le8 of some. But to roote that rancke 
opmion of Elies outc of mens hearts, (he truth K 
that there be no such thinges. nor yet the 
ihadowes of the tbnig'i. but oneiy by a wrt of 
bald Friers aial knauisn shauelipgs so feigned; 
which as in all other things, so in that, sottfhtr 
to nouscll the comen peopir in Ignorounce, leafct 
being once acquainted with the truth of things, 
they woulde in tyme sm« 11 out the yntruth of 
theyr packed pelfc and MaMicpenic religion. But 
he sooth is, that when all Italy was distraictc 
ntothc Pactions of the Guelfes and the Gibelins, 
leing two famous houses in P'lorence, the name 
began through their £reat mischicfcs and many 
outrages, to DC so oaioa4 or rather dreadfull in 
the peoplet eares. that if theyr children at any 
time were frowaroe and wanton, they wouKl say 
to them that the Gnelle or the Gibclme came. 
Which words nowe from them (as many thmgr 
els) be come into oar vsage. and for Gurlfes and 
Cibclines, we EJfes and < .oblins. No other- 
wise tlicn the Prenebmen vsed to say of that 
valiaunt captain, the very acourge of Fraunce, 
the Lord Thalbot, idterward Eric of Shrewsbury ; 
whose noblesse bred inch a terrour in the hearts 
•f the French, that oft times eoen great annirs 
ware dcfaictrd and pul to flygbt at the onely 


hearing of hys name. In somuch that the 
Ftvnch wemcn, to artray theyr cli>Jdrtn, would 
tell them that tSc Talbot commeth. 

Many Graces) though there be tndeede bat three 
Graoea or Charitea (as afore is sayd) or at the 
vtmost but foure, yei in respect ol many gyftes 
of bounty, there may be sayde more. And so 
MttaaDUS sayth, that in Heroes ryihe r eye there 
satteahund\ed graces. And by ihai amhorllye, 
thys same Poete in his Pageaunts sa>ih 

An hundred Graces on her eyeleildc salie. Ac. 

Haydegtttes) A country daunce or rownd. The 
conceipt IS, that the Graces and Nymphes doe 
daunce vnto the Muses, and Pan hit musicke all 
night by Moonelight. lo signifie the pleasaant- 
nesse of the soyle. 

Peeres) Equalles and frlow' shephearda 
Quencapplcs vniipe) iinitaiing Virgils verse. 

Ipse ego cana iegam lenera lanugine mala. 

Neighbour grouct) a straunge phrase in English, 

I but word lor word expressing the Laiinc vicina 
nemora. 

Spring) not of water, but of young trees spnngbig. 
Calliope) alToresayde. Thys stone is full of vem 
poetical inueiitioii. 

Tamburines) an oldc kind of instrument, which of 

some is supposed to be I he Claiion 

Pan with Phiebus) the tale Is well knowne, howe 
that Pan and Apollo striuing for excel lencysm 
musicke, chose Midas for their iudge. Who 
Wing corruptetl wyth partull afleciion, gaue the 
victorye to Pan vndevrurti : for which Phorbui 
srtte a payre of Asses cares vpon hys head he 
Tityrui) That by Tityrus is meant Chaucer, hath 
bene already sufEc lently sayde, and by i hys more 
playne appcarelh, that he sai ih, he lolde merye 
t.nles. Buch Bil)eh>sranterburiei.ileB. Whom 
hecalleih ihc Gorl of Poeles for hys cscellrncir, 
so as Tnllie calirtli Lentulus, Dciun inue sue 4k 
the of hyi lyfe 
To make) to vei sifie. 

0 why) A pretye Epanorthosis or correction. 
Discurtesie) he mcaneth ihe falsenrsse of his looet 
Rosalinde, who forsaking hyro, haddc chosen 
another. , , , a 

Poynte of worthy wile) the pricke of desefued 

blame. . . ir- i 

Mcnalcai)the name of a shrphearde in Virgtie ; 
but here is meant a person vnknownr and srcrcU, 
agaynst whome he often bitterly inuaytlh. 
vnoerfonge) vnderminc and deceiuc by false 
suggestion. 

Embicme. 

You remember that in the fyrst A?glogue, Coims 
I’ocsie waa Anchora speine ; for that aa Uien 
there waa hope of fauour to be found in tyme 
But nowe being clcane forlorne and rrlected Of 
her, as whose hope, that was, is cleane extifi* 
guishetl and turned into de^speyre, be renouncetb 
all comfort and hope of goodn^se to come. 
Which IS ail the roeaniog of thys EmUleme. 
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Mgloga septima. 


argvment. 

JE^o^ is made in the honour and 
I commendation of gooi shepeheardes, aM 
to the shame and disfrayse of proiide and an^t- 

tious Pasteurs, Such as Morrell ts here imagined 

0bee, 

Thomalin. Morrell. 

T S not thilke same a goteheard prowde, 

I that sittes on yonder bancke. 

Whose straying heard them selfc doth shrowde 
emong the bushes lancke ? 


Morrell. 



als for thy flode, and thee* 


Thomauk. 

Ah God shield, man, that I should dime, 
and learne to looke alofte, ^ 

This reede is ryfe, that oftentiioe 
great clymbers hdl vnsolt^i' • 


In humble dales is footing fast, 
the trode is not so tickle ; 

And though one fall through heedlesse hast, 
yet is his misse not mickle. 

And now the Sonne hath reared vp 
his fyriefooted teme, 

Msddng his way betweene the Cuppe, 
and golden Diaderae : “ 

I The rampant Lyon hunts he fast, 

' with Dogge of noysome breath. 

Whose balSiill barking bringes in liast 
pyne, plagues, and dreery death. 

Agaynst his cniell scortching hcatc 
where hast thou couerture ? 

The wasteful! hylls vnto his threate 
is a playne ouerture. 

But if thee lust, to holden diat 
with sccly shepherds swaync, * 

Come downe, and learne the little what, 
that Thomalin can sayne. 

Morrell. 

Syker, thous but a laesie loorf, 
xo 1 and rekes much of thy swinck, ^ 
That with food tcrrocs, and wwtlesse wows 
to blcre myne eyes doeit thinke. 



IVLYE. 


]n eusU houf« lb6u bentest ia bond 
thus holy bylles to bbune^ 

For sacred vnto saints they stond, 
and of them ban theyr name. 40 

8. Mkhels mount who does not know, 
that wardes the Westemc coste ? 

And of S. Brigets bowre 1 trow, 
all Kent can rightly boaste : 

And they that con of Muses skill, 
sayne most what, that they dwell 
(As goteheards wont) vpon a hill, 
b^de a learned well. 

And wonned not the great God 
vpon mount Oliuet ; 50 

Feeing the blessed flocke of Don, 
whidi dyd himselfe beget ? 

IHOMALIN. 

0 blessed sheepe, 0 shepheard great, 
that bought nis flocke so deare, 

And them aid saue with bloudy sweat 
from Wolues, that would them tcare. 

MORREL. 

Besyde, as holy fathers sayne, 
there is a hyllye place, 

Wliere Titan ryseth from the mayne, 
to renne hys dayly race. 60 

Vix)n whose toppe the starres bene stayed, 
and all the skie doth leane, 

There is the caue, where Ph^e layed, 
the shepheard long to dreame. 

Wbilome there vsed shephcards all 
to feede theyr flocks at will, 

Till by his foly one did fall, 
that all the rest did spill. 

.\ri<l sithens shcpheardes bene foresayd 
from places of delight ; 7° 

For thy I weenc thou be affrayd, 
to clime this hilLs height. 

Of Synah can I tell thee more, 
and of our Ladyes bowre : 

But little needes to strow my store, 
sulTice this hill of our. 

Here han the holy Faunes resourse, 
and Syluanes liaunten rathe. 

Here has the salt Medway his sourse, 

''herein the Nymphes doe bathe. 80 

Hie salt Medway, tnat trickling stremis 
adowne the dales of Kent : 

Oil with his elder brother Themis 
his brackish waues be meynt. 
lere growes Mtlampode euery where, 
and Tettbinih good for Golcs : 

^ one, my madding kiddes to smere. 
the next, to beale theyr throtes. 


Hereto, the hills bene nigher heuen, 
and thence the passage ethe. 90 

As well can proue the piercing leuin, 
that seeldome bills bynethe. 

Thomaun. 

Syker thou speakes lyke a lewde lorrell, 
of Heauen to demen so : 

How be I am but rude and borrell, 
yet nearer wayes I knowe. 

To Kerkc the narre, from God more hirrc, 
has bene an old sayd sawc. 

And he that striues to touch the starrei, 
oft stombks at a strawe, 100 

Alsoone may shepheard clymbe to skye, 
that leodcs in lowlv dales, 

As Goteherd prowd tnat sitting hye, 
vpon the Mountaine sayles. 

My scely sheepe like well belowe, 
they neede not Melampode : 

For they bene hale enough, I trowe, 
and liken theyr abode. 

But if they with thy Cotes should yede, 
they suone myght be cornipted : 110 

Or like not of the frowie fide, 
or with the wcedes be glutted. 

The hylU, where dwelUd holy saints, 

1 reucrcnce and adore ; 

Not for themselfc, but for the sayncti, 

Which han be dead of yore. 

And nowe they bcnc to heauen forewent, 
theyr good is with them goc : 

Tlicyr sam[)le onely to vs lent, 
that als wc mought doe soe. ISO 

Shephcards they weren of the best, 
and liued in lowlyc Uas ; 

And sith theyr soules bene now at rest, 
why done wc them disease ? 

Such one he was, (as 1 haue heard 
old Al^ind often sayne) 

That whilomc was the first shepheard, 
and liued with little gaync : 

As mcckc he was, as mccke mought be, 
simple, as simple sheepe, 130 

Humble, and like in eche degree 
the flocke, which he did kcepe. 

Often he vsed of hys keepe 
a sacrifice to bring, 

Nowc with a Kidde, now with a sheepe 
the Altars hallowing. 

So lowted he vnto hys Lord, 
such fauour couth he fynd, 

That sithens neuer was aohord, 
the simple shepheards kynd. Ml 

And such I weene the brethren were, 
that came from Canaam : 
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The brethren twelue, that kept yfere 
the flockes of mighty Pan. 

But nothing such thilk shephearde was, 
whom Ida Iwll dyd beare, 

That left hys fiocke, to fetch a lassc, 
whose loue he bought to deare : 

For he was proude, that ill was payd, 

(no such mought shepheards t^e) 150 
And with lewde lust was ouerlayd : 

tway things doen ill agree : 

But shepheard mought ^ meeke and mylde, 
well eyed, as Argus was, 

With fleshly follyes vndefyled, 
and stoute as steede of brasse. 

Sike one (sayd Algrin) Moses was, 
that sawe hys makers face, 

His face more cleare, then Christall glasse, 
and spake to him in place. 160 

This had a brother, (his name I knewe) 
the first of all his cote, 

A shepheard trewe, yet not so true, 
as he that earst 1 hole. 

Whilome all these were lowe, and lief, 
and loued their flocks to feede, 

They neuer strouen to be chiefe, 
and simple was theyr weede. 

But now (thanked be God therefore) 
the world is well amend, 170 

Their weedes bene not so nighly wore, 
such simplesse mought them shend : 

They bene yclad in purple and pall, 

SO hath theyr god them blist, 

They rcigne and ruLn ouer all, 
and lord it, as they list : 

Ygyrt with belts of glitterand gold, 

(mought they good sheepcheards bene) 
Theyr Fan theyr sheepe to them has 'old, 

I saye as some haue seene. 180 

For Palinode (if thou him ken) 
yode late on Pilgrimage 
To Rome, (ii such be Rome) and then 
he sawe thilke misusage. 

For shepeheards (sayd he) there doen leade, 
as Lordcs done other wliere, 

Theyr sheepe han austes, and they the bread : 

the chippes, and they the chere : 

Th^ han the fleece, and eke tlie flesh, 

(0 seely sheepe the while) 190 

The come is theyrs, let other thresh, 
their hands they may not file. 


They han great stores, and thriftye itockes, 
great freendes and feeble foes : 

What neede hem caren for their flocks? 

theyr boyes can looke to these. 

These wisards weltre in welths waues, 
pampred in pleasures deepe, 

They ban fatte kernes, and leany knaues, 
their fasting flockes to keepe. joo 

Sike mister men bene all mis^e, 
they heapen hylles of wrath : 

Sike syrlye shepheards han we none, 
they keepen all the path. 

Morrell. 

Here is a great deale of good niatter, 
lost for lacke of telling, 

Now sicker 1 see, thou doest but clatter ; 

harme may come of melling. 

Thou medlest more, then shall haue tbanke, 
to wyten shepheards welth ; 210 

When folke bene fat, and riches rancke, 
it is a signe of helth. 

But say me, what is Algrin he, 
that is so oft bynempt. 

Thomalin. 

He is a shepheard great in gree, 
but hath bene long ypent. 

One daye he sat vpon a hyll, 

(as now thou wouldest me : 

But I am taught by Algrins ill, 
to loue the lowc degree.) 220 

i For sitting so with bared scalj^, 
an ! , u'le sored hye, 

lliat weening hys whyte head was chalke, 
a shell fish downc let flyc : 

She weend the shell fishe to haue broake, 
but therewith bruzd his brayne. 

So now astonied with the stroke, 
he lyes in lingring payne. 

Morrell. 

Ah good Algririy his hap was ill, 
but shall be better in time. 2jo 

Now farwcll shepheard, sith thys hyll 
thou hast suen doubt to climbe. 

Thomalins Emblme, 

In medio virtus. 

Morrells Emblme, 

In summo foelicitas- 


GLOSSE. 

A Ciotehetrd) By Gote* in scryptnre be repre- Straying heard) which wander oat of the wtye 
•ented the wicked and reprobate, whole postoor truth, 
abo most needet be such. Alt) for tlao. 

Banek) it the teate of honor. Clymbe) tpokew of Ambition. 



IVLYE. 


clynbtfa) Mecordittr to Seaeea bia vene, 
Dicddaiil cdaa rnniore UpMi. 
oiiich. 

The toancV A leaaon, whv be refnsetb to dwell on 
Moonttlnes, becaiue there it noohelter airaingt 
the acortcbtnff sunne. Accordintf; to the time of 
tbe^re, wbiche it the whoiettlbotieth of all 

The Cupp and Oiademe) Be two tirnet in the 
Firmament, through which the aohne roaketh hit 
coorie in the moneth of Inly. 

L*o«) »• Poetically ipoken, «• if the Snnnc 

did hunt a Lion with one Dogge. The roeaning 
whereof ii, that in Inly the tonne it in Leo. At 
which tyme the Dogge ttarre, which it called 
Synut or Can*cula reigneth, with immoderate 
heate causing Pcitilence, drougth, and many 
diseates. ' 

Oucrtnrc) an open place. The word is borrowed of 
the French, and vsed in good writers. 

To holden chatt) to talke and prate. 

A loorde) was wont among the old Britons to 
•ignifie a Lorde. And therefore the Danes, tnat 
long time vsurped theyr Tyrannic here in 
Brytanie, were called for more drean then 
dij^itic, Lurdanes .s. Lord Danes. At which 
time it is sayd, that the insolencie and pryde ol 
that nation was so outragious in tliyt Kealme, 
that U it fortuned a Briton to be going ouer 
a bridge, and sawe the Dane act foote ipon the 
same, he muste retome back, till the Dane were 
cleaoe ouer, or els abyde the pryce of his dis- 
pleasure which was no lease, then present death, 
wt bei^ afterwards expelled that name of 
Lurdane became so odious vnto the people, 
wimm they had long oppressed, that euen at 
this daye they vae for more reproche, to call the 
Quartane ague the Feuer Lurdane. 

Recks much of thy swinck) counts much of thy 
^yncs. 

Weetclesse) not vnderstoode, 

S. MicheLs mount) is a proraontone in the West 
^rt of England. 

A n:ll) Famassus afforesayd. Pan Clirist. 

Dan) One trybe is put for the whole nation per 
Synecdochen. 

Where Titan) the Sonne. Which story is to be 
redde in Diodorus Syc. of the hyl Ida; from 
whence he sayth, all night time is to scene 
a mightye 6ic, us il the skye burneii which 
toward morning bcginneth to gather into a rownd 
forme, and thereof ryseth the sonne, whomc the 
Poctes call Titan . 

The Shepheard) is Endymion, whom the Poets 
^ne, to hane bene so uelou^ of Plicrbe s the 
Moone. that he was by her kept a sicepe in 
a caue by the space of xxx. ycares, for to cnioye 
hitcompanye. 

There) that is in Paradise, where through errour of 
shephearda vnderstanding, he siyth, that all 
^pbeards did vte to feeds theyr flocks, till one, 
(that is Adam) by hys follyc and disobedience, 
made all the rest of hys ofspring be debarred 
and shutte out from thence. 

Synah) a hill in Arabia, where God appeared. 

Dur Ladyet bowre) a place of pleasure so called. 

Fmiim or Syluanes) be of Poetes feigned to be 

^GodsoftheWoode, ^ 

Medway) the name of a Ryuer in Kent, which 
running by Rochester, merteth with Thames; 
whom be calleth bis eider brother, both beamae 
M ia gnetter, tod alaofiUleth toooer iacethe Sea. 
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^ hearbea good ti 
cure diseased Goiet. Of thoue spatkeQi Maa* 
tnane, and of tbother Tb^ritoi. 


rpaywr 

Nigher heauenlNole the shepheards simpleneusr. 
which supposeih that from the hylls Is nearvr 
waye to heaueiu 

Lauim) Lightning; which he taketh for an argu- 
i«nt, to prone the nighnet to hesaea, because 
the lightning dmh comenly light on hygh moon- 
foynei, according to the saying of tSa Poete. 
Feriuntque summos fulmiha monies. 

I^rrell) A loscIL A boreli ) aplayne fellowe 
Narre) nearer. Hale) for hole. 

Yede) goe. Krowye) mustye or nioisie. 

Of yore) long agoe. Forewente) gone afore. 

I he firsie shepheard) was Abell the righteous, wfio 
(m scripture sayth) bent hys mind to keepwf of 
sheepe, as did hys brother Cain to tUliogthe 
growmde. 

His keepr) h\s charge a hii flocke. 

Low ted) did honour and rrucrence. 

The brethren) the tweluc tonnes of Iscob, wbych 
„ were shrpcmailtcri, and lyued onelye thereupon. 
Whom Ida) Pans, which being ihe sonne of 
Ptiarout king of Troy, for his mother Hecubaa 
dreame, which btdng with child of hym,draaaed 
shoe brouchte forth a firebrand, that set all Ihe 
towre of Ilium on fiie, was cast forth on Cbf by II 
Ida; where being fostered of she|)heardi, he oite 
in time liecaine a shepheard, and lastly camu to 
knowledge of his parentage. 

A lasse) Helena the wvie of Menelaus king ol 
Lacedemonia, was by Venus for the golden Apl« 
to her geuen, then promin'd to Pans, who thure* 
upon W ith a lorte of lustye Troy.tnes. stole her 
out of Lacedemonia, and kept her In Troye. 
Which was the cause of the tenne yOarei wtltre 
in I'roye, and Ihe muate famous cit^e of all Aaia 
most lamentably sacked and defaced. 

Argus) was of the Poets deuised to bo full of ejftfl, 
and therefore to hym was committed the keepbif 
of the traniformed Cow lo ; So csllod bucMiie 
that in the print of a Cowes foote, there b ignied 
an I in the middesi of an 0. 

Hts name) he meaneth Aaron : whose name for 
more Decorum, the shephesrde ssyth he hath 
forgot, lest his remcmbrsunce and skill in 
antiquities of holy writ should seeme toexoeede 
the mesnenessc of the Persno, 

Not so true) fur Aaron in the absence of Motes 
fUrted aside, and committed IdoUtt^* 

In purple) Spoken of the Popes sod Cardinalles, 
which vse such tyrannical colours and pompous 
puynting. 

Beits) Girdles. 

Glitterund) Glittering. A Purticipie vsed some- 
time in Cbsuoer, but altogether in I. Goore. 
Theyr Pan) that is the Pope, whom they count 
theyr (jod and greatest shepheard. 

Pulinode) A shephnrde, of whose report he secineth 
to speake all thys. 

Wisardi) greate learned beads 
Welter) wallowe. 

Kertie) a Churls or Farmer. 

Stke mister men) such kinde of men 
Snrty) stately and prowde. 

MsJHnc) meokag . 

Belt) b^ter. Bynempte) n a me d. 

Gree) for degree. 

Algrin the name of a shepheard afforitayde, whoM 
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niyihap he allurleth to the chaunce, that happened 
jEichyltti, that was brayned with 

a shelliibhe. 

Embleme. 

By thyt noesye Thomalin conHmieth that, which 
in hys former speach by Jiondrye reasons he had 
proued. For ueinjif both hymselfe sequestred 
from all ambition and also abhorring it in others 
of hys cote, he takrth occasion to prayse the 
meane an<l lowly state, as that wherein is safetie 
without feare, and quiet without danger, accord 
ing to the saying of olde Philosophers, that 
vertue dwelletn in the middest, being enuironed 
with two contrary vices : whereto Morrell replieth 


wi^ continuaunce of the same PhilosonhM 
opinion, that albeit all bountye dweUeth^ 
mediocritie, wt perfect felicitye dwelleth in 
Bupremacie. For they say, and most true it is 
that happinesse is placed in the highest decree’ 
so as If any thing be higher or better, then that 
^reiKht way ceaseth to be perfect happinca 
Much like to that, which once I heard aUeatred 
in defence of humilitve out of a great doctour 
Suorum Christus humillimus: which saying a 
pntle man in the company taking at the «■ 
bound, ^ate backe again with lyke sayintr of 
another Doctoure, as he say<le, Suorum deni 
altissimus. 


August. 



^gloga octaua. 


ARGVMENT. 

fN this Mglogue is set forth a deUctable eon^ 
J- UouersUf made in mitalion of that in 
Theoerttus: whereto also Virgile fashioned kis 
third and seuenlh jEglogue. They choose for 
vmpere of their strife, Ci^ie a nealheards boye, 
who hauing ended their cause, reciteih also him- 
selfe a proper song, whereof Colin he sayth was 
Auihour* 


WllXYB, PeRIGOT. CVDDIE. 


T Ell me Perigot, what shalbe the game, 
Wherefpre with myne thou dare thy 
muskk matche ? 


Or bene thv Bagpypes renne farre out of frame ? 
Or hath the Crimpe thy ioyAts benomd with 
ache? 


Perigot, 

Ah WiUye, when the hart is ill assayde, 

How can Bagpipe, or ioynts be well apayd ? 

WiLLYK. 

What the foule euill hath thee so bestadde ? 
Whilom thou was peregall to the best, 

And wont to make the iolly shepeheards gladde 
With pyping and dauncmg, didst passe the 
rest. ,0 

Perigot. 

Ah Willye now I haue learnd a newe daunce J 
My old rausick mard by a newe mischaunce. 

WiLLYB. 

Miscfaiefemought tothatnewf miyhaupcf 
That so hath raft vs of our merimect 
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Bat nedt doth tlMM appa)^^ 

Or kMcst thou, or Dene thy younglings mil- 
went ? . » 

PSSIGOT. L 

Loue bath tnhdedboth my youngling, and mee: 
I pyoe for payne, and they my payoe to see. 

WiavE. 

Perdic and wellawaye; ill may th^ thriuc : 
Neuer knewe 1 louers sheepe in good plight. 20 
But and if in rymes with me thou dare striue, 
Such fond fantsies shall soone be pat to flight. 

Pericot. 

That shall I doe, though mochell worse 1 fared : 
Neuer shall be sayde that Perigot was dared. 
WlLLYE. 

Then loe Perigoi the Pledge, which 1 plight : 

A mazer y wrought of the Maple warre : 
Wherein is encluised many a fayre sight 
Of Beres and Tygres, tliat maken flers warre : 
And ouer them sprtd a goodly wild vine, 
Entrailed with a wanton Yuie twine. 30 

Thereby is a Lambe in the Woluch iawes : 

But sec, howfaat rcnneththc shcpheardswaync. 
To saue the innocent from the beastcs pauob : 
And here with his shepehooke hath him slayne. 
Fell me, such a cup hast thou eucr 'sene ? 
Wellmought it beUme any haruesttjucenc. 

Pericot. 

Thereto will I pawne yonder spotted Lambe, 
Of all my flocke there nis sike another : 

I* or 1 brought him vp without the Dambe. 

But Cohn Clout raftc me of his brother, 40 
That he purchast of me in tlie plaync ^Id : 
Sore against my will was I forst to yield. 

WlLLYE. 

Sicker make like account of his brother. 

But who shall iudge the wager wonne or lost ? 
Pericot. 

That shall yonder heardgrome, and none other, 
Which ouer the poosse hetherward doth post. 

WiUYE. 

But for the Sunnebeame so sore;dotb y$ beate, 
Werenot better, toshunnethescortchingheate? 

Pericot. 

Well agreed Willy: then sittc thee downe 
swaynei ‘49 

Sike a song neuer hcardcst thou, but Colin sing. 


CVddml 
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Ptrigoi, TTIeUvponahoUy eue, 

WiUye» 1 bey ho hoUi^ye, 

Ptr. Wbeaholly fathers WQQt to ihricue: 
Wd. now gynneth this roundelay. 

Per. Sitting vpon a hill so hye 
IPti. hey ho the high hyll, 

Per. The while my fl^e did feede thereby. 
Wd. the while the thepheard tcUedid tplll: 
Per. 1 taw the boundng Bellibone, 61 
Wd. hey ho Bonibell, 

Per. Tripping ouer tlie dale alone, 

Wd. the can trippe it very well; 

Per. Well decked m a frocke of gray, 

Wd. hey ho gray is grccte, 

Per. And in a Kirtle of grecne saye, 

Wd. the grecne is for maydent meete : 

Per. A chapelct on her head she wore, 

Wil. hey ho chapelct, 70 

Per. Of sweete Violets therein was More, 

Wtl. she sweeter then the Violet. 

Per. My shcepe did leaue Iheyr wonted foode, 
Wd. hey ho scely sheejie. 

Per. And gazd on her, as they were wood, 
Wd. wo^e as he, that did thttn keepe. 
Per. As the bonilasx jiasscd bye, 

Wd. hey ho bonilasse, 

Per. She roude at me with glaundng eye, 
Wil, as clcare as the chrisiall glasie : So 
Per. All as the Sunnye beame 10 bright, 

Wd. liey ho the Sunne beame, 

Per. G launceth from Phoebus face forthrighi, 
Wd. so loue into thy hart did streame : 
Per. Or as tbe thonder cleaues the cloodes, 
Wd. hey ho the Thonder, 

Per. Wherein the lightsome leuin shroudei, 

M l/. so cleaues thy soule a sondcr : 

Per. Or as Dame C^thias siluer rayc 
W'l/. hey ho the Moonclight, 90 

Per. Vpon the glyttcring waue doth playe : 
Wd. such play is a pilteous plight. 

Per. The glauncc into my heart did glide, 
Wil. hey ho the glyder, 

Per. Therewith my soule was sharply gryde, 
Wd. such woundcs soone wexen wider. 

Per. Hasting to raunch the arrow out, 

Wd. hey ho Perigot. 

Per. 1 left the bead in my hart rooter 
Wd. it was a desperate shot. 100 

Per. There it ranckieth ay more and more, 
Wil. bey ho the arrowe, 

Per. Ne can I find salue for my sore i 
Wd. loue is a curelcsse sorroWe, 

Per. And though my bale wiihdeath IbOught, 
Wd. hey ho hcauie dieere, 

Per. YetshouldthiHtlaisefwtfRinn^^ 

Wil. so yott^may buys gold fodm. 
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Per, But whethet in payoeiuil bue I pyne, 
IVil. hey ho pinching payne, no 

Per. Or thriue m welth, she shaibe mine. 

Wil, but if thou can her obteine. 

Per. And if for gracelesse greefe I dye, 

Wil, hey ho gracelesse griefe, 

Per. Witnesse, shee slewe me with her eye : 
Wil. let thy follye be the priefe. 

Per, And you, that sawe it, simple shepe, 

Wil, hey ho the fayre flocke, 

Per, For priefe thereof, ray death shall weepe, 
WU, and mone with many a mockc. 120 
Per. So learnd I louc on a hollye eue, 

Wil hey ho holidaye, 

Per, That euer since my hart did grcue. 

WU. DOW endeth our roundelay. 

CVDDYE. 

Sicker sike a roundle neuer heard I none. 

Little lacketh Peridot of the best. 

And Willye is not greatly ouergone, 

So weren his vndersongs well addrest. 

WiLLYB. 

Herdgrome, I feare me, thou haue a squint eye : 
Areede vprightly, who has the victorye ? 130 
CVDDIE. 

Fayth of my soule, I deeme cch haue gayned. 
For thy let*thc Lambe be Wtllye his owne : 
And for Peridot so well hath hym payned, 

To him be the wroughten mazer alone. | 
Pbrigot. 

Periiot is well pleased with the doome : 

Nc can Willye witc the witelcsse herdgroome. 

Willye. 

Neuer dempt more right of beautye I weene, 
The shepheard of laa, that iudged beauties 
Quecne. 

CVDDIE. 

But tell me shepherds, should it not yshend 
Your roundels Iresh, to heare a doolefull verse 
Of Rosalcnd (who knowes not Rosalcnd ?) 141 
That Colin made, ylke can 1 you rehearse. 

Perigot. 

Now say it Cuddie, as thou art a ladde : 

With mery thing its good to medle sadde. 
Willy. 

Fayth of my soule, thou shalt ycrouned be 
In Colins stede, if thou this song areede : 

For neuer thing on earth so ple^th me, 

As him to heare, or matter of his deede. 
CVDDIE, 

Then listneth ech vnto my heauy Uye, 

And tuntyour pypes as ruthiul,as ye may. 250 


Y e wasteful! woodes beare witnesat of me 
woe. 

Wherein my plaints did oftentimes resound ; 
Ye carelesse byrds are priuie to my cryes, 
Which in your songs were wont to make a 
part: 

Thou pieasaunt spring hast luld me oft a 
sleepe. 

Whose streames my tricklinge teares did oftr 
augment. 

Resort of people doth my greefs augment. 

The walled townes do workc my greater woe 
The forest wide is fitter to resound 
The hollow Echo of my carefull ayes, 160 
I liate the house, since thence my bue did 
part, 

Whose waylefull want debarres myne eyes 
from sleepe. 

Let stremes of teares supply the place of sleepe : 
Let all that sweete is, voyd : and all tnat 
may augment 

My aoole, drawe neare. More meete to 
wayle my woe, 

Bene the wild woddes my sorrowes to 
sound. 

Then bedde, or bowre, both which I fill with 
cryes, 

When I them see so waist, and fynd no part 
Of pleasure past. Here will I dwell apart 169 
In gastfullgroue therefore, till my last sleepe 
Doe close mine eyes : so shall I not augment 
Withsight of suchachaungemy restlessewoe; 
Ilelpe me, ye banefull byrds, whose shriek- 
ing sound 

Ys signe of dreery death, my deadly cryes 
Most ruthfully to tune. And as my cryes 
(Which of my woe cannot bewray least part) 
You heare ail night, when nature aaueth 
sleepe, 

Increase, so let your yrksome yells augment 
Thus all the night in plaints, the daye m inoe 
I vowed haue to wayst, till safe and sound 
She home returne, whose voyccssilucr sound i8i 
To cheerefull songs can chaunge my chere- 
lesse cryes. 

Hence with the Nightingale will I take part, 
That blessed byrd, tkat spends her time of 
sleepe 

In songs and plaintiue pleas, the more taug* 
ment 

The memory of hys misdeede, that bred her 
woe: 

And you that fecle no woe, | when as the sound 
Of these my nightly cr^ | yc heare apart, 
Let breake your iouD^ sleepe | and piw 
augment. 
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PUIGOT, 


O CoUn, CoUn, the ahepheards ioye, 190 
How I admire ech turning of thy verse : 
And Cuddie, fresh Cuddis the lidest boye. 
Sow dol^Uy Ids dooie thou iidst rehearse. 
CUDDIK. 

Then blowe your pypet shepheards, til you be 
at home : 

The night nigheth fast, yts time to be gone. 


Perigot his Embleme. 
Vinanti glona vitU, 
WUlyes Embleme. 

Vinio non tdOff, 
Cuddies Embleme. 
Feltci cki pn^. 




BeiUdde) disposed ordered 

P.rrgail)e<)ttalt. 

Whiiomc) once. 

Rafee) bei^ty dsprfiMd 

Miswmi) gon a streye. 

Ill may) according to Virgtle. 

bifelix o semper onis pecas. 

A maspr) So also do Theocritos and Virgile feigne 
pledges of their strife. 

Enchased) engraaen., Snell prette description* 
ettery where vseth Theocritos, to bring in hin 
IcJyllia. For which speciall caase indeoe be by 
that name termeth hts uEglogaes: fur Idyllion 
m Greke signifieth the shape or picture of any 
thyng, wherof his booke is ful. And not, as 
1 hauo beard some fondly gaease« that they be 
called not Idyllia, but Hiediiia, of the Goic- 
beards in them. 

Bn( railed) wrought betwene. 

Haruest Queene) The maatter of country folke in 
haniest tyme. 

Pousse. ) Pease. 

It fell vpon) Perigot maketh hys song in pray'se of 
his loue, to whom Willy answeretn cucry vnder 
verse. By Perigot who is meant, I can not 
vprightly say . but if it be, who it supposed, hts 
love deserueth no lesse prayse, then he giueth her. 


GLOSSE. 

Grecte) weeping and complaint. 

Chaplet! a kimlof Garlund lyke a crowM. 

Lcuen! Lightning. 

Cynthia) was sayd to be the Moone. 

Oryde) perced. 

But tO not t'niesse. 

S<|Uint eye) partiall iudgement. 

Ech haue) so saith Virgile. 

Et vitula tn dignus, et hie he. 

So by enterchaunge of gyfts Cuddle pleasslb 
both partes. 

Doome) iudgement. 

Dempt) for deemed, iudged. 

Wite the witelessei blame the blamelesse. 

The shi pherd of Ida) was sayd to l»e Paris, 
Beauties Queene) Venus, to whom* Paris s dlud g il 
the golden Apple, as the pryce of her beautie. 

Embleme. 

The meaning hersof is viyy ambiguoat : for 
Perigot by nil poesie claming the conquest, and 
Willye iiotycelding, Cuddic the arbiter et theyr 
cause. Slid Patron of his os n, semeth tochalengs 
it, as his dew, saying, that he, b happy a hick 
can BO abruptly ending but bee meaneth eyther 
him, that can win the bests, or moderate Um 
selfe being best, and leaue of with the best 




AllGVMENT. 

TTEreiH Diggon DauU is dewistd to he 
^ ^ a shefh^ard, that in hope of more gayne, 
irw hiS she^ into a Jarre counirye. The 
mses udure^, and loose liuing of Popish pre- 
lates, hy occasion of Hobbinols demaund, he 
dtscoursetk at large, 

Hobbinol. Dicgon Dauie, 

I bidde her god day : 

L^Or Diggon her is, or 1 missaye. 

Diggon. 

Her was her, while it was daye light. 

But now her is a moet wretched wight. 

For day, that was, is wightly past. 

And now at earst the dirke night doth hast. 
Hobbinoll. 

Diggon areede, who has thee so dight ? 

Neuer I wist thee in so poore a plight. 

Where is the fayre flooce, thou was wont to 
Icade ? 

Orbenetheydjaffred? oratmischiefedead? ^ 

Diggon. 

^ for 1<Me of that, is to thee moste leefe, 
Uobhinol, I pray thee gall not my old griefe : 
^ question ripcth vp cause of newe woe, 
Fof one opened mote vnfolde many moe. 


Mgloga Nona. 


Hobbinoll. 

Nay, but sorrow cIom shrouded in hart 
know, to kepe, is a burdeSnous smart. ■ 
ixhe thing imparted U more eath to bcare ; 
When thera^^neis fain, the cloudeswexcnoleare. 
And nowe sithence 1 sawe thy head last, 19 
inrise three Moones bene fully spent and past : 
oin« wh^ thou hast measured much grownd, 
And w^dred I wene about the world rounde, 
bo as thou can many thinges relate : 
liut tell me £jrst of thy flocks Astute* 

Diggon. 

My sh«pe bene wasted, (wae is me therefore) 
ine lolly shepheard that was of yore. 

Is nowe nor iollye, nor shepehearde more. 

Jn lorrcin costes, men saya, was picntye : 

And so there is, but all of miserye. 

I dempt there much to haue eeked my store, 30 
but such eeking hath made my hart sore. 

In tho countryes, whereas I haue bene. 

No l^ing for those, that truely mene. 

But for such, as of guile maken gayne. 

No such countrye, as there to remaine. 

Th^ setten to sale their shops of shame, 

Md maken a Mart of theyr good name. 

The shepheards there robben one another. 

And layen baytes to beguile her brother. 


SEPTEMBER. 


m 


Or they wiH lIMm Mr M 

Orifcif wUi (wo^ '< 

The shephondr ewayneivaii <mi4ot wel ken, 
But it be by hit prydev froiil other meh ; 

They k)Oken biggeM Mlsj thagWe bate, 

And beaaea thectagge to stiffe Md lo state 
As cocke on his duoghili, crowing craock. 

' hoBBINOLL. ‘* 

Diggon, I an 90) stifle, and so stand, 

That vnetb piay 1 stand any more : 

And nowe the Westerne wind bloweth sore, 
That nowe is in his chide souer^tec, 50 
Beating the withered lca(e frotn the 
Sitte we dp^ oe here vnder the hill : 

Tho may wfi talkc,and tellcn ouj fill, 

And a mt^ke at the blustriiig blast. 

Now say onDi^on, wliat cucr thou hast. 

Diccon. 

Hobbin, ah bobbin, I curse the stounde, 

Tliat eacr I cast to haue lorne this grounde. 
Wel-away the'whilc i was so fonde, 

To leaue the good, that 1 had in honde, 

In hope of better, that was vncouih t 60 
So lost the Dogge the flesh in bis mouth. 

My seely sheepe (ah seely shccpe) 

That here by there I whilorac ysd to keepc, 

All were th^ lustye, as thou didst see, 

Bene all sterued with pync and penuree. 

Hardly my selfe escaped thilke ^yne, 

Driuen for neede to come home a^ync. 
Hobbinoll. 

Ah fbn, now by thy lossc art taught. 

That secldomc chaungc th« better brought. 
Content who Uucs with tryed state, 70 j 
Neede feare no chaur^e ol frowning fate ; j 
But who will sceke for vnknowne gayne, | 
Oft Hues by lossc, and Icaues with piiync. 
DlGCON. 

I wote nc Hobbin how 1 was bcwitcht 
With vayne dk^yre, and hope to be enridil. 
But skka so it u, as the bright starre 
Seemeth ay greater, when it is farre : 

I thought the soyk would haue made me ridi : 
But nowe I wote, it is nothing sich. 79 
For e^cr the shiepcheards bene ydh? and still. 
And fedde of theyr i^eepe, what way they wyll : 
Or they bene faw, ana full of couctise, 

And casten to odmpasse many wrong emprise. 

But themorebenefrhightw^thfraud and spigbt, 

Me in good nor goodnes taken delight : 

But kioetts obakf of conteck and yre, 
Wherewith they istte all the worM on 
Whkh'wte w thidken agtyne 10 ()uciidi 

With>holy witet, doenbm alldftodk 


They saye they coa to hcaiuen the high way, 
But by my sonls Idare vademaya, ^ . pi 

They neuet sette foote in |that same troide. 
But balk the right way, and strayto abroad. 
They boast they ban me dtuiUat coouDaund: 
But aske hem therefore, what they ban paund. 
Marrie that mat Poabqitfht wiihdeart borcow. 
To quite it from the bhm bowit ol sorrows, 
But they han sold thilk same long agoe 1 
For thy woulden diuwe with hem many moe.. 
But let hem cange alone a (^ods name : too 
As they han brewed, so Ict hcm bcare blame. 
Hobbiroll. 

Diggon, I prayc thee speake not so djrke. 

I Such myster saying me seemeUx to mirkeu > 

I DiccoR.. 


Then playnely tospeakeof shrpheardtinost whit, 
Dadde is the best (tills engU^ is flatt.) 

Their ill hauiour garres men missay, 

Both of tlieir doctrine, and of their faye. 

They saync the world is much war then it Wont, 
All for her shepbeards bene beastly and bknt. 
Other sayne, but how tnaely I note, 1 10 
All for they holden shame of theyr dsu. 
Somestickenot tosay ,(whotecolsonhertmigue) 
That sike mischirfe graseth hem emong, 

All for they casten too much of worlds care, , > 
To deck her Dame, and enrich her heyre : 

For such encheason, If you goe nye, 

Fewe chymneis recking you shall cspyc : 

The fatte Oxe, that wont ligge in thiesui, 

U nowe fast stallod in her crunenail 
Thus chatten the peopU in theyr steads, m 
Y like as a Monster of many heads. 

But they that ibooten neercst tbeprkke, < 
Sayne, other the fat from their beards doen lick. 
For bigge BuUcs f/ Bosom brace heih idMut, 
That with theyr bomis butten the mort itouM 
But the leane soulet treaden vndcr foote. 

And to secke redressc mought little boote : 

For liker bene they to pluck somy more, 

Then ought of the gotten good tb rcstofe. 

For they bene like foule imfmsoira OM^giBSt^ 
That if thy galage once ItSdeth to, 13^ 
The more to wind it out tBou doeit twmdt, 

Thou mought ay deeper and deef^ef'WM.* 

Yet better leaue of with a little kto, 

Then by much wrestling to lone the gnm. 
HOBBniblL. 

Nowe Diggon, 1 see thou speakeik to ptoa: 

Bettcrit wcre,alitttetOfeyiW, ^ 
ADdcleaidyeoOer,ttoc|flMtl» 

Su(h n, is If torn! , itoghi iieto 

But of like paMM bowwdoiie Vho tott 
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Diggok. 

Sike as the shepheards, sike bene her sheepe, 
For they nill listen to the shepheards voyce, 
But if hit call hem at theyr good choyce, 

They wander at wil, and stray at pleasure, 
And to theyr foldes yead at their owne ieasure. 
But they had bt bcftter come at their cal : 

For many ban into mlschiefe fall, 

And bene of raucnous Wolues yrent, 

All for they nould be buxome and bent. 

Hobbinoll. 

Fye on thee Diggon, and all thy foule leasing, 
Well is knowne that sith the Sicon king, 151 
Neuer was Woolfe scene many nor some. 

Nor in all Kent, nor in Christendome : 

But the fewer Woolues (the soth to sayne,) 
The more bene the Foxes that here remaine. 

Diggon. 

Yes, but they gang in more secrete wise. 

And with sheepes clothing doen hem disguise, 
They walke not widely as they were wont 
For feare of raungers, and the great hunt : 

But priuely prolling two and froe, 160 
Enaunter they mought be inly knowe. 

Hobbinol, 

Or priuie or pert yf any bene, 

We han great Bandogs will teare their skinne. 

Diggon. 

Indeede thy ball is a bold bigge curre, 

And could make a iolly hole m theyr furre. 
But not good Dogges hem needeth to chace. 
But heedy shepheards to discerne their face. 
For all their craft is in their countenaunce. 
They bene so graue and full of mayntcnaunce. 
But shall 1 teU thee what my selfe knowe, 170 
Chaunced to Roffynn not long ygoe ? 
Hobbinol. 

Say it out Diggon, what euer it hight, 

For not but ^1 mought him betight, 

He is so meeke, wise, and merdablc, 

And with his word lus worke is conuenable. 
Colin f^lout I wene be his selfe boye, 

(Ah for (^lin he whilome my ioye) 

Shepheard/i sich, God mought vs many send. 
That doen so carefully theyr flocks tend. 
Diggon. 

Thilk same shepheard mought I well marke : 
He has a Dogge to byte or to barke, 181 
Neuer had shepheva so kene a kurre, 

ThiU waketh, and if but a leafe sturre. 
Whiloine there wonned a wicked Wolfe, 

Jhat with many a Lambe had glutted his gulfe. 


And euer at night wont to repayre 
Vnto the flocke, when the Welkin shone iaire, 
Ycladde in clothing of seely she^, 

When the good old man vsed to slMpe. 

Tho at midhight he would barke and ball, 190 
(For he had eft learned a curres call.) 

As if a Woolfe were emong the sheepe . 

With that the shepheard would breake his 
sleepe, 

And send out Lowder (for so his dog hote) 

To raunge the fields with wide open throte. 
Tho when as Lowder was farre awaye, 

This Woluish sheepe would catchen his pray, 

A Lambe, or a Kidde, or a weanell wast : 
With that to the wood would he speede him fast. 
Long time he vsed this slippery pranck, 200 
Ere Rofly could for his laboure hun thanck. 
At end the shepheard his practise spyed, 
(For Rofly is wise, and as Argus eyed) 

And when at euen he came to the flocke, 

Fast in theyr folds he did them locke, 

And tooke out the Woolfe in his counterfect 
cote, 

And let out the sheepes bloud at his throte. 
Hobbinoll. 

Marry Diggon, what should him affraye, 

To take his owne where euer it laye ? 

For had his wesand bene a little widder, 21c 
He wouldhauedeuoured both bidder andshidder. 
Diggon. 

Mischiefe light on him, and Gods great curse, 
Too good for him had bene a great deale worse : 
For it was a perilous beast aboue all, 

And eke had he cond the shepherds call. 

And oft in the night came to the shepecote, 
And called Lowder, with a hollow throte, 

As if it the old man selfe had bene. 

The dog his maisters voice did it weene, 

Yet halfe in doubt, he opened the dore, 220 
And ranne out, as he was wont of yore. 

No sooner was out, but swifter then thought, 
Fast by the hyde the Wolfe lowder caught : 
And had not Koffy renne to the steuen, 
Lowder had be slmne thilke same euen. 
Hobbinoll. 

God shield man, he should so ill haue thriue, 
All for he did his deuoyr beliue. 

If sike bene Wolues, as thou hast told. 

How mought we Diggon, hem be*hold. 
Diggon. 

How, but with heede and watchfuloesse, ajO 
Fontallen hem of their wilinesse ? 

For thy with shepheard sittei not pkye^ 

Or sle^, as some doen, all the lo^ di^ r 
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ciicr ligm m ivatch tuid fiikrd, 
Flromsodd^ force theyr flocks for to gtrd. 

, llosBiNoa. 

Ah Digg()n> thilke same rule too straight, 
All the cold season to wach and waite. 

We bene of fleshe, men as other bee. 

Why should we be bound to such miserce } 
What euer thing lackethchaun^ble rest, 240 
Mought needes decay, when it it at best. 
Diggon. 

Ah but Hobbinol, all this lone talc. 

Nought easeth the care, that doth me forhaile. 
Wliat shall 1 doe ? what way shall I wend, 
My piteous plight and losse to amend ? 

Ah good Hoobinol, mought 1 thee praye. 

Of ayde or counsell in my decaye. 


HOBBtNOU. 

New by my soule Diegon, I lament 
The haplesse mischitlTthat lias thee hent, 
Netheksse thou scest my lowly sailc, 250 
Tliat froward fortune doth euer auaile. 

But were Hobbinoll, as God mought please, 
Diggon should soone find fauour and ease. 

But if to my cotage thou wilt resort, 

So as 1 can, 1 wil thee comfort : 

There mayst thou ligge in a vetchy bed, 

Till fayrer Fortune ^ewe forth her head. 

Diggon. 

Ah Hobbinol, God mought it thee requite. 
Diggon on fewe such frceiidi did euer lilt. 

Diggons Emblcmc. aOo 

Inopm nte copia Jecit, 


GLOSSE. 


The Dialecte and phrase of tpeache in thi« Dia> 
logue, aeemeth tomewhat to differ from the 
comen. The cauie whereof is supposed to be, 
by occasion of the party herein meant, who 
being very freend to the Aathor lierrof, had 
bene long in forraine coontryes, and there seene 
many diWdera, which he 'here recounteth to 
Hobbinoll. 

Bidde her) BI<He good morrow. For to bidde, is 
to praye, whereof comincth bcadrs for prayers, 
and so they gay, To bidde his beades. a. to sayc 
hia prayers. 

Wightly) cukklye, or sodenlye. 

Chiffred)aol<le. 

Dead at mischiefc) an vnasuall speache, but much 
vsurped of Lidnte, and sometime of Chaucer. 

I^‘efe)dcare. Ethe)eaalc. 

Thrice thre moones) nine monethea 

Afeasared)for traueled. Wae) woe Northemly. 

Reked) enerrased. Caruen) cuttc. 

Kenne)kru)w. Craggejineck. 

Sutr) Btoutely. Stanck) wearie or fainte. 

And noue) He applleth it to the tyme of the ycarc, 
which is in thend of haruest, which they call the 
fall of the Icafe ; at which tyme the Wcsierne 
wyn<ie beareth most swaye. 

A mocke) Imitating Horace, Debea ludibrium 
^t‘ntia 

Lome \ iefte. Soote) awete. 

V ncouthe) vnkoowen. 

Hereby there) here and there. 

As the brighte) Translated ont of Mantnaoe. 

Emprise) for enterprise. Per^ncopen. 

( ontek) strife. Trode)palh. 

Marrie that) that Is, their soules, which by popish 
Baorcismes and^ractises they damme to hHI. 

Blacke) helL Gnogc) got. Mister) manor 

Mtrke)obacare. Warre) worse. 

Cnimenall) parse. Brace) compasse. 

Enckeson) occaaion. 

Ouergrastl boctgrbss en with grasse. 

tfaUge) aboa. The grosse) the whole. 

Bupma and bod) roeeke ntid obedient. 

Saxon king) K. l^gtre, that rdgoed •" 
Brytanyc in the yenre oif onr Lorde. Mr hith 
king eaneed nlabe Wohiei, wbereof then was 
KorajlNthynfwnntryfthynpcepcrpolkte to be 


destroyed. 60 at nener since that time, there 
haue ben Wolnes here founde, \w lease they werr 
brooght from other oouotryrs. And therefbrr 
Hobbinoll rebnketh him of vntmth, for eaylng 
there be Woluet in England. 

Nor in Chnuendome) Inis saying seemeth tob** 
strange and vnrrasonable ; but indode it was 
wont to be an olde pronrrhe and comen phrase 
TI1C original whereof was, for that most part of 
England in the rrigtte of king Etbrlbrrt was 
christened, Kant onely esctpi, wlikh rrmaynr<i 
long ifter In mysbeliefe and vnrhristeneo, So 
that Kent was counted no part of Christendoinr, 

Gre.it hunt) Executing of lawes ami iusiice. 

Knaunicr) least that. 

Inly) inwardly. Afforesayde, 

Pi me orpeit) openly say ill Chaucer. 

Roffy) The name of a shcpeht^rik? is Maiol hm 
Aiglogueof Kobin and the Klnge, W home he 
here cominen'Ieih for grttie cai*e and Wpe 
gouemance of his flock. 

Cmin rioute) Nowc 1 thinke no man dnobteth bat 
by Colin is euer meante the Authour sclfr. 
Whose especlall good freend Hol*binoll saylh hr 
is. or more rightly Mayster Gabriel Harucy ; of 
whose spr ciall commendation, aiwell in Poriryr 
as Rhetprike and other choyce leaining, wf haac 
lately had a sufficient try all In diuerse his woikes, 
bat specially in his Musarum Lachrymr, and his 
late Gratulationum Valdinensium which bokr m 
the progresse at Audky in Eoarx, he dedicated 
in writing to her Maieitic. Aflr fw an) presenting 
the same in trim vnto her Highnesse at the 
worahipfall Maistsr Capells in MerUof^ire, 
Beside other his sandrye most rare and serj 
notable wntinga panel/ vndcr vnknown TylJea, 
and partly vndrr counterfayt nainej, W nys 
Tyrannoiniatis, hia Ode Naialitia, WsRimeido*, 
and asapecially that parte of Philomas^ ^ 
diuine Antrcosmo^ita, and dioers mher oflTlie 
importance. As also by the names ^er 
sbrpheardM, he coaereth the peraons of dhwra 
oih^ bia familiar fraeadea and best aeqaaya' 
taanoe. 

nu ule ofRofyiewth toMtairtlw PJrti- 

caUr AetiM M kb. Bm »bM. I 

knowaot 
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Wonned) hAunted. Welkiit) skie. AfToreMid. 
A Wcmnell waste) « weaned youngling;., 
Hidderandshidder)Heandshe. Maleatfd Femala. 
Steaan) Noyse. ^ Beiiue) qaickly. 

What cuer) Ouida verse translated. 

Quod caret altcma reqnie, darabile non eat. 
ForBhaile)‘drawe or distresse. 

Vetchie) of Pease strawe. 

Embteme. 

This is the saying of Narcissni in Oaid. For when 


the foolinhe boye by behold^ hyt face hi 'thi 
brooke^ fell in loqe wii^t bis owne Hkeaessei 
and not hable to content him sclfe with moch 
looking thereon, he cryed out, that plentye made 
him poore, meaning that mnch guing had bereft 
him of sence. But our Diggon vsetn it to othtf 
purpose, as who that by tryall of many wayes 
had founde the worst, and through greate plentye 
was fallen into great penurte. This poe«ie I 
knowe, to haue bene much vsed of the author, 
and to suche like eifecte, as fyrste Narcissus 
spake it. 


October, 



lEgloga decima. 


ARGVMENT. 

1 N Cuddie is set out the perjecte pateme of 
J a Poete^ whithe finding no maintcnaunee of 
kis stati and studies^ cotnplayneth of the con- 
tmpte of Poetrie, and the causes, thereof: 
Specially hauing bene in all ai^s, and euen 
amongst the most barbarous alwayes of singular 
acamnpt and honor, and being indede so worthy 
and cdmniendable an arte * rather no arte, but 
a diuine gift and hcauenly instinct not to bee 
gotten by laloure and learning, but adorned with 
loth : poured into the witte by a eertaine 

iifOqiffruuTfuh. and eeUstidl, inspiration^ as the 
AMthof hereof els where at large discourseth, tn 
kis boohe ccuUd the English Poete,,whi^ books 
h(4y emt io my hanfst Jl ptyndf also by 
Cods grace vpon further aduisemenl to publish. 


Pierce. Cvddie, 

C Vddie, for shame hold vp thy heauyc head. 
And let vs cast with what delight to 
chace, 

And weary thys long lingring Phoebus race. 
Whilome thou wont the shepheards kddes to 
leade, 

In rymes, in ildlcs, and in, bidding base : 

Now they in thee, and thou in sleepe art dead. 

CVBDYE. 

Piers, I haue pyped erst so long with paync, 
That all mine Oten reedcs behc rent and wores 
And my poore Muse hath spent her sparedstore; 

Yet little good hadi got, aind much tesse 
gayne. , ‘ ' lo 

Suchpleasaunoemakes theGrashoppersopoore, 
And liggesa layd, when WintwdomW ttrainc. 



OCTOBER. 


The daPt)Cffdtttkt, that 1 went d|^ , 

To feeae youthes hmek, and the floekii^ iry, 
Delighten much : what 1 the beU for thy ? 
They han the pleasure* I a sdeacttr prise. 

I Ixiite the bush, the byrds to them doe dye * 
What good thereof to Caddie can arise ? 

PlRS& 

Cudditf the prayse is belter, then the price, 
The glory eke much greater then the gayne : 
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And eft did sing of warres and deadly drede, 
So as the Ueauens did quake his ytm la hei^ 

But ah Httomas is ycUd in claye, 6t 

And great Augustus long ygoe iS dead : 

And the worthies lii^cn wrapt in letde, 
That matter made for Poets on to play s 
For cuer, who in derring doe were dreadci 
The loftic verse of hem was loued aye. 


But after vertue gun for age to simiw, 
Idfl ' 


0 what an honor is it, to restraine ai i V" j"'*!!.' t 

Th, lust o{ lawless, youth with good aduicc : ' '"?^**' * ' 

Or pricke them forth with pleasaunce of thy 
vaine, 


Whereto thou list their trayned willes entice. 

Soone as thou gynst to settc thy notes in frame, 
0 how the rurall routes to thee doe cleaue : 
Seemeth thou dost dieir soule of seoce bereaue, 
All as the shepheard, that did fetch his dame 
From Pluioes balefull bowre withouten leaue : 
His musicks might the hellish hound did tame. 

CVDLIE. 

So praysen babes the Peacoks spotted traine, 
And wondren at bright Argus blaiing eye : 

But who rewards him ere the more for thy ? 
Or feedes him once the fuller by a graine ? 
Sike prayse is smoke, that sheddeth in the skye, 
Sikewordsbenewynd,andwasten 50 oneinvaync. 

Piers, 

Abandon then the base and viler clowne, 

Lyft vp thy selfe out of the lowly dust : 

And sing of bloody Mars, of wars,of giusts,39 
Turne thee tothose, that weld the awful crowne. 
To doubted Knights, whose woundlcssc armour 
rusts, 

And helmeS vnbruzed wexen dayly brownc. 
There may thy Muse display her flutt ryng wing, 
And stretch hetselfeat large from East to West; 
Whither thou list in fayre Elisa rest, 

Or if thee please in bigger notes to sing, 
Aduaunce the worthy whome shee loueth best. 
That first the white bcare to the slakedid bring. 


The vaunting Poets found nought wor th a pease. 
To put in preocc einong the learned truu|x;. 70 
'llio gan the streames offlowing wines to ctasc, 
And sonnebright honour pend in sliaineiull 
coui)e. 

And if that any buddes of Poesie, 

Yet of the old stocke gan to shoote ftgaync : 
Or it mens follies mote be font to fa>'nc, 

And rolle with rest in rymes of rybaudrye ,* 

Or as it sprong, it wither must agaync ; 

Tom Piper msics vs better melodic. 

Piers. 

0 pierlcssc Poesye, where U tlicn thy place ? 
If nor in Princes pallacc thou doe sitt : 80 

(And yet is Princes pallace the most fitt) 

Nc brest of baser birth doth thee embrace. 
Then make tlicc winges of thine aipyring wit, 
And, whence thou camst, Hyc backe to heaurn 
apaa*. 

CVDDIE. 

Ah Percy it is all to weake and wanne. 

So high to sore, and make sc; large a flight ; 
Her |>ctxxd pyneoiis bene not so in pligiit, 

For Coltrt fittes such famous Hight to icanne : 
He, were he not with louc so ill bedight, 
Would mount as high, and sing as soote as 
bwanne. 9® 

PiRES. 

Ah fon, for louc docs teach him climbe so hie. 


And lyftcs him vf> out of the loathsome myre ; 
i Such immortall mirrhor, as he doth admire, 
And when the stubbornc stroke of stronger [ yvould raysc ones mynd aboue the starry skic. 

stounda, i cause a caytiue corage to aspire, 

Has somewhat slackt the tenor of thy string : I pQ,. i^fty |oue doth loath a lowly eye. 

Of ioue and lustihead tho mayst thou sing, 51 ' 

And caitol lowde, andleadcthcMyllcrsrownde, 


Ail were Elisa one of thilke same ring. 

So mought our CiuUtes name to Heauensownde 

I CVDDYE. 

Indeede the Romish Tityrus, I heart, 

Through hk Mecettm left his Oaten teede, 


Cvddie. 

All otherwise the state of Poet stands, 

For lordly louc is such a Tyraime fell i 
That where he rules, all power he doth ej«ll. 
The vaunted verse a vacant bead demaundes, 
Ne wpnt with crabbed cart the Mu^ d^cll. 
Vowiaely weaues, that takes two webbei in 
hand. 
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Who eucr casts to compasse weightyc prise, 
And thinks to throwe out thondring words of 
threate : 

Let powre in lauish cups and thriftie bitts of 
meate, 

For Bauhus fruitc is frend to Phahus wise. 
And when with Wine thebraine begins tosweate, 
The nombcrs flowc as fast as spring doth ryse. 
Thou kenst not Percie howe the rynie should 
rage. 

0 if my temples were distaind with wine, no 
And girt in girlonds of wild Yuie twine, 

How I could reare the Muse on stately stage, 


And teache her tread aloft in bus*kin fine, 
With queint BeUona in her equipage. 

But ah my corage coolcs ere it be warme, 
For thy, content vs in thys humble shade : 
Wlicrc no such troublous tydes han vs assayed 
Here we our slender pipes may safely channe 

PiRES. 

And when my Gates shall han their bellies layd 
Cuddle shall hauc a Kidde to store his farme. 

Cuddies Embleme. 121 

Agilante ealescimus tllo 


GLOSSE. 


This yEgiogue is made in imitation of Th^‘ocritui 
hiaxvi. Idilion, wherein hee reprourd thcTyranne 
Hiero of S)ractise lor his nijjardise towarde 
Poetes, in whome is the power to inakr men 
immortal for theyr good di -dea, or shameful for 
their naugh^ lyfe. And the lyke also ta m 
Mantuane, The style hereof as also that in 
Theocritus, is more loftye then the rest, and 
applyed to the heighte of roeticall witte. 

Cuddie) I doubte whether by Cuddle be specified 
the authour scife, or some other. For in the 
eyght iEglogue the same person was brought in, 
singing a Cantion of Cohns making, as he sayth. 
So that some doubt, that the persons be different. 

Whilome) sometime. Oaten reedes) Auena. 

Ligge so 1 lyde) lye so faynt and vnlustye. 

Dapper) pretye. 

Frye) is a bold Metaphore, forced from the spawn- 
ing fishes. For the multitude of young fish be 
called the frye 

To restraine.) This place seemeth to conspyre with 
Plato, who in hii first booke de Legibus sayth, 
that the first inuention of Poetry was of very 
vertuous intent. For at what time an infinite 
number of youth vsually came to theyr great 
solemne feastes called ranegynca, which they 
vsed euery fiue yeere to hold, some learned m.in 
being more hahle then the rest, for speciall gvftes 
of wytte and Musicke, would take him to 
sing fine \erses to the people, in pr.ivsc eyther of 
vertue or of victory or ot immortality or such 
like. At whose wondeiful gvft al men being 
astonied and as it were rauished, with delight, 
thinking (as it was indeed) that he was inspirea 
from aboue, called him vati in : which kindc of 
men afterwarde framing their verses to lighter 
ausick (as of musick be many kinds, some 
sadekr, some lighter, some raartiall, some 
heroical : and so diuersely eke affect the mynds 
of men) found out lighter matter ot Pocsic also, 
some playing wyth loue, some scorning at mens 
fashions, itpine powred out in pleasures, and so 
were called Poetea or makers. 

Sence bereaue) what the secrete working of Musick 
IS in the myndes of men, aswrll appeareth, here- 
by, that iome of the auncimt Philosophers, and 
those the moste wise, as Plato and Pythagoras 
held for opinion, that the mynd was made of 
a errtaine harmonic and musicail nombers, for 
the great compassion and likenes of affection in 
tkone and In the other as also b;* that memorable 


history of Alexander : to whom when as Timotheai 
the great Musitian playd the Phrygian melodie, 
It is said, that he was distraught with such 
vnwonted fury, that sireight way rysing from the 
table in great rage, he caused htmscife to b« 
armed, as ready to goe towarre(fi'r that mu^iick 
IS very war like •) And iramediatly whenas thr 
Musitian chaunged his stroke into the Lydian 
and lonique harmony, he was so funr from 
warring, that he sat as styl, as if he had bene in 
matters of coun<<cll. Such might is in musiclc 
Wherefore Plato and Aristotle forbid ihe Arabian 
Melodic from children and youth. For thst 
being altngiiher on the fyft and vil, tone, it is of 
great force to molifie and quench the kindly 
courage, which vseth to burne in yong brests. 
So that it IS not incredible winch the Poete hnr 
sayth, that Musick can bereaue the soule ol 
sence 

The shepheard that) Orpheus : of whom is 
that by his excellent skil in Musick and Poetri, 
he rccouered his wife Eurydice from hc.II 
Argus eyes) of Argus is before said, that luno to 
him committed hir husband lupiter his Paragon 
16, bicause he had an huiidml eyes • but atitr- 
warde Mercury wyth hys Musick lulling Argue 
aslepe, slew liim and broupht 16 awa>, whos*" 
eyes it is sayd that luno for his eternal) memory 
placed in her byrd the Peacocks tayle For 
those coloured spots indeede resemble eyes 
Wuundicsse armour) vnwounded in warre, doe rnst 
through long peace. 

Display) A poeticall metaphore: whereof the mean 
ing 18 , that if the Poet list showc bis skill m 
matter of more dignitie, then is the homrlv 
ifvglogue, good occaMon is him offered of higl***' 
vryne aiuf more Heroical I argument, in 

E rson of our most gratious soueraign, whom 
I before) he callctn Ehia. Or if mater of 
ighthoode and cheualrie please him better, 
that there be many Noble and valiaunt men, that 
are both worthy of his payne in theyr 
prayses, and also fauourers of hys skil and 
facttlty. 

The worthy) he meaneth fat I guesse) the ino*^ 
honorable and renowmed the trie of Leycest^ 
whom by his cognisance (although the same w 
also proper to otner) rather thenoy hit name ne 
bewrayeth, bring not likely, that the names s* 
noble princes be Known to country clownr. 
Slack) that is when thou chaungest thy verse fro* 



OCTOBER. 


fUtelydiicoarK, to SMtter of sore pleMaaoce 
and delight. 

The Millers) a kind of dannce. 

Ring) Compaq of daancers. ' 

The1koiiuiinTityraf)wel knowsi t^be Virgiie, who 
by MecKnu means wai braaghf into the faooar 
of the Emperor Awostos, and by hira moued to 
write in loftier kind^ then he erat had does. 
Whereon) in these three verses are the three 
seoerall workee of Vii|[ile intended. For in I 
teaching hit flocks to feede, is meant hit { 
JEglogites. In laboariog of lands, it hya Buco* i 
liquet. In tinging of wart and deadly dreade, 
is hts diuine iGneit figured. 

In dcning doe) In manhoode and dteoalrie. 

For euer) He sheweth the cause, wfa v Poetet were 
wont M had in such honor of noole men ; that 
it, that by them their worthines and valor thold 
through theyr famous Posies be commended to 
al posterities. Wherfore it istayd, that Achilles 
had neuer bene to famous, tt he it, but for 
Homerei immortal verses. Which if the only 
aduantage, which be had of Hector. And alto 
that Alexander the great comming to his toml)e 
in Sigeus. with natnrall team blessed him, (hat 
euer was tiis hap to be honoored with so excelli nt 
a Poets work: as so renowm«^i and ennobled 
onely by hya meanes. Which being declared in 
a most eloquent Oration of Tallies, is of Petrarch 
no lesse woithely sette forth in a sonet 
Giunto Alexandra a la f.imosa tombs 
Del fero Achille sospiraodo disse 
0 fortunato che si cniara (romba. Trouasti Ac. 
And that such account hath b<*ne aUayes m.ad'* 
of Poctes, asm'll sheweth this that (he worthy 
Scipio in all hia warres against Catihage and 
Numantia had euermore in hia compaiiv, an<l 
that in a most faun/iar sort the good olde Poet 
Ennius; as also that Alexander destroying 
Thebes, when he was cnforiiied that the famous 
Lynck Poet Pmdaius was borne in that citie, 
not onely com maunded slreightiy, that no man 
should vpon payne of death do any violence to 
that house by fire or otherwise: but also specially 
spared most, and some highly rewarded, (hai 
were of hys kinne. So fauuured he the only 
name of a Foetc. WTiych prayse otherwise was 
in ihe same man no lesse famous, that when hr 
came to ransacking of king Darius coffers, 
whom he lately hadouerthrowen. he founde m 
a little coffer of ailuer the two boofccs of Homers 
works, as layri vp (here for speciall lewdU ami 
richesse, which he taking thence, put one of them 
dayly in his boaome, and thother euery night 
layde vndcr hiapillowe. Such honor haue Poc tes 
alwayes found in the light of princes and noble 
men. hich this author here very well sheweth, 
ss els where more notably. 

But after) he sheweth the ctosc of contempt of 
Poetry to be idlenesse and basenesse of tnynd. 
Pent) shut t p in sleuth, as in a coope or cage. 

Tom piper) An Ironical) Sarcasmus, spokm in 
derision of these rude wits, whych make more 
account of a ryming rybaud, then of skill 
grounded vpon learning and ludgment. 

Ne bresl) the meaner tori of men. 

Her peeced pineons) mperfect skii. Spoken wyth 
bambk modestic. 
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Aasoote as Swaane) The compariaoo seemeih to 
be straage ; for the iwanne hath euer wonar 
femall commendation for her swete tinging : bat 
it ii of the lesrne«l that the swan a little 
before hir death, aingt-ih most pleasantly, si 
prophecytng by a secreie instinct her aeeir 
dcatmie As wel layth the Poete elswhere in on« 
of his Bonetts. 

The siluer swanne doth sing before her dying day 
As shee that fedes the deepe delight that la In 
death Ac 

Immortall myrrhour) Beauty, which ii an exeelkot 
obirct of Poeticail spinlrs, as appcareih b) tL*r 
worthy Petrachs laying. 

Piorir faceua il mlo debile ingegno 
A la sua ombra, ct crrscer nc gli affanni. 

A caytiue corage) a base and abii'ct mindr 
For lofty loue)T think this playing with the lelirr 
to be rather a fault then a tigurr, aswrl in our 
English tongue, as it hath bene alwayes in the 
Latine, called Cacosrion. 

A vacant) ‘iroitateth Mantuanea saying, vacuam 
curia dittina cerebrum IWit. 

Lauish cupa ) Reiembirt li I hal comen verM Fwcund i 
caliccs quern non fiTcre di»eituiii. 

0 if my) He aeemcih heic to be rsuished with 
a Poetical fuiie. For (it one rightly mark) the 
I Bumlitrs rise so fu), and (hr verw groweih aobig, 

I that It aeemeth he hat li forgot Uie meauencsiu: of 
ili( phearda hiaie ami sole 
Wild yuir) for it is dednatni to Bsechus and then- 
fore It issaydthat tin M.i n i(b t(i}iAi i* Bacchus 
franlickcprifstesfxw il in theyr ssciifuT to carry 
Thyriot, which were pointed aiaucs or lauclina, 
wrapped about wiih yuu* 

In buskin) it was the luanrr of Poetea and pisirta 
m tiagrdieato wrre buskins, as also m CunirdiCH 
to \ae Mockrt and light ahoea. So that the 
buskin in Poetry is vasd for tragical matter, ai 
IS said in Virgile. Sola loohoclro tna larmina 
digna coihuriio. And the like in Horace, Mag- 
num losjui, nilitjue cothuino 
Queinl) Miaiige Ikllona ; the goddesse of btttailf, 
that la I’allaa, which may linrHort; wel be called 
queint fur that (a* Lucian saith) when lupiicr 
hir father waa in traueilr of her, he caused hia 
tonne Vulcane with Ins axe to hew hia head 
Out of which je.i|)ed ioiih lusteiy a valiant 
damvll armed at all fioyntea, whom seeing 
Vulcane ao fsire and comely, lightly leaping lo 
I her. piofcrrcd her luine rortesie, which the Lady 
I discjeignmg, shakrej her speare at him, and threat* 
nedhisiautincsv Thcrdoresuchstraungenesai* 
la well applyrd lo her. 

^Equipage.) order. T>dei) seasons 

Chaimc) temper and order Fur Charmes were 
wont to be made by verses aa Quid aayth 
Aul ai ctrmmibus. 

Emblettif. 

Hereby ii meant, u alio in the whole coorae of 
this Aiglogue, that Poetry la a diuine matincl 
and \nnatural rage pawing the reachr of comeii 
reason WhoniPieraanawcreth Epiphonematicoa 
aa admiring the excellencyr of the skyll whereof 
10 Luddic bee hadde alrcadys hadde a taste. 
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Mgloga vndecima. 


ARGVMENT. 

/ 'N this xL £glo%u4 he bnvaykih the death 
of some mayden of ^eate bloud, whom he 
caUeth Dido, The personage is secrete, and to 
me altogether vnknowne, albe of him selje / often 
required the same. This Mglogue is made m 
imitation of Marot his song, which he made vpon 
the death of toys the frendie Queene. But far re 
passing his reache, and in myne opinion all other 
the E^gues of this booke. 

Tkenot. Colin. 

C Olin my deare, when shall it please tljee 

As thou were wont songs of some louisaunce r 
Thv Muse to long slombreth in sortowing, 
Lulled a slecpc through loues misgouernavince. 
Now somewhat sing, whose endles souenaunce, 
Emorig the shepeheards swaines may aye re- 
maine, 

Whether thee list thy loued lasse aduaunce, 

Or honor Pan with hymnes of higher vaine. 
Colin. 

^henot, oOw nil the time of merimake. 

Nor Pan to herye, nor with loue to playe : lo 
Sike myrth in May is meetest for to make, 

Or summer shade vnder the cocked haye. 


But nowe sadde Winter welked hath the day, 
And Phoebus weary of hb yerely taske, 
Ystablcd hath hb steedcs m lowlye Uye, 

And taken vp hb ynne in Fishes haske. 

Thilke sollein season sadder plight doth askc : 
And loatheth sike delightes, as thou doest 
prayse : 

The morncfull Muse in myrth now list nc maskc, 
As shec was wont in youngth and sommer 
dayes. 20 

But if thou algate lust light virelayes, 

And looser songs of loue to vnderfong 
Who but thy selfe dpserucssike Poetes prayse? 
Relieue thy Oaten pypes, tnat sleepen long. 

Thenot. 

The Nightingale is souer Jgne of song, 

Before him sits the Tiimoee siLnt bee : * 

And I vnfitte to thrust in skill ull thronge, 
Should Colin make iudge of my fooleree. 

Nay, better learne of hem, that learned bee, 
And han be watered at the Muses well i 3° 
The kindlye dewe drops from the higher tree, 
And wets t^ little plants that lowly dwell 
But if sadde winters wrathe and season chill 
Accorde not with thy Muses merimeot : 

To sadder times thou mayst attune thy quill, 
And sing of sorrowe and deathes dreenment. 
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For deade isl)idO| dead alas and drent, 

Dido the greate ihepehearde hu daughter 
Sheene: 

The fayrest B!ay she was that eoer went. 

Her liltt shce hM not left bdunde 1 weene. 40 
And if thou ^It bewayle my wofull tene : 

1 shall thee giue yond Cosset for thy payne : 
And if thy rym« as rownd and rufull bene. 

As those that did thy Rosalind oomplayne, 
Much greater gyfts for guerdon thou shall 
gayne, 

Then Kidde or Cosset, which I thee bynempt : 
Then vp I say, thou iolly shepehcard swayne, 
Let not my small demaund be so contempt. 

Colin. 

Thenot to that I choose, thou doest me tempt, 
But ah to well I wote my humble vaine, 50 
And howe my rymes bene rugged and vnkempt : 
Yet as I conne, my conning 1 will straync. 

V P then Melpomene thou moumefulst Muse 
of nyne. 

Such ause of mourning neuer hadst afore : 

Vp grieslie ghostes and vp my rufull rymc. 
Matter of myrth now shaft thou haue no more. 
For dead shee is, that my rtli thee made of yore. 
Dido my deare alas is dead, 

Dead and lyeth wrapt in lead : 

0 hcauie hersc, 60 

i>ct streaming tcarcs be poured out in store : 

0 carefull verse. 

Shepheards, that by your flocks on Kentibh 
downes abyde, 

Waile ye this wofull waste of natures warkc : 
Wailc we the wight, whose presence was our 
pryde: 

Waile we the wight, whose absence is our carkc. 
The sonne of all the world is dimme and darke : 
The earth now lacks her wonted light, 

And all we dwell in deadly night, 

0 hcauie herse. 70 

Breake we our pypes, that shrild as lowde as 
Larke, 

0 carefull verse. 

Why doe we longer Hue, (ah why hue we so 
long) 

Whose better dayes death hath shut vp in woe ? 
The feiyrest floure our gyrlond all emong. 

Is faded quite and into dust ygoc. 

Sing now ye shepheards daughters, sing no moc 
The songs that CpUtt made in her prayse, 
But into weeping tume your wanton layes, 
0 hcauie herse, 80 

Now is time to dye. Nay time was long ygoe, 
0 carefull verse. 
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Whence is it, that the floureC of the field doth 
fade, 

And lyeth buryed long in Winters bale ; 
Yctsooncass““ ' * • •• • 


It floureth fresh, as it should neuer fayle ? 
But thing on earth that is of most availe, 

As yertues braunch and beauties budde, 
Reliuen not for any good. 

0 heamc herse, ^ 

The braunch once dead, the bu.Jde eke nredet 
must quailc, 

0 careful! verse. 

She while she was, (that was, a woful word to 
saync) 

For beauties prayse and pltsaunce had no pere ; 
So well she couth the shepherds entertayne, 
With cakes and cracknclls and such country 
chcre. 

Ne would she scorne the simple sltepheards 
swaine, 

For she would cal hem often hcrac 
And giue hem curds and clouted Creame. 

0 hcauie herse, 100 

Als Colin chute she would not once disdayne . 
0 carefull verse. 


But nowc sike happy cheerc it lurnd to hcauie 
chaunce. 

Such pli'asaunce now displast by dolors dint : 
All Mustek slcepes, where death doth Icade the 
daunce, 

And shepherds wonted solace is extinct. 

The blew in black, the grecne in gray ii tinct, 
The gaudic girlonds deck her grauc, 

The faded flowres her corse embraue. 

0 hcauie herse, no 

Mornc nowc my Muse, now mornc with teares 
bc^rint. 

() carefull verse. 

0 thou greate shepheard Lobbin, how great is 
thy gric/e. 

Where oeoc tbenosegayes that shed ight for tbeet 
The colourd cliaplets wrought with a chiefe, 
The knotted nishrings, and gilte Kosemarec ? 
For shee deemed nothing too deere for thee. 
Ah they bene all yclod in clay, 

One bitter blast blewe all away. 

0 heauic hersc, lao 

Thereof nought remaynes but the mcmorce. 

0 carefull verse. 

Ay me that drecrie death diould strike so 
moriall stroke. 

That can vndoe Dame natures kindly course : 
The faded lockes fall from the lofiic okc, 

The flouds do gaspe, for dr> cd is iheyr souriCi 
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And fiouds of tcares flowe in theyr stead 
perforse. 

The mantled medowes mourne, 

Theyr sondry colours tourne. 

0 heauie herse, 130 

Theheauensdoe melt in tcares without remorse. 
OcarefuU verse. 

The feeble flocks in field refuse their former 
foode. 

And hang theyr heads, as they would learne to 
weepe: 

The beastes in forest wayle as they were woode, 
Except the Wolues, that chase the wandring 
shecpe : 

Now she is gon that safely did hem keepe, 

The Turtle on the bared braunch, 

Laments the wound, that death did laundi. 
0 heauie herse, 140 

And PhilonuU her song with teares doth steepe. 
0 carefull verse. 

The water Nymphs, that wont with her to sing 
and daunce, 

And for her prlond Oliue braunches beare. 
Now balefull boughes of Cypres doen aduaunce: 
The Muses, that were wont grecne bayes to 
weare, 

Now bringen bitter Eldre braunches scare. 

The fat^ sisters eke repent. 

Her vitall threde so soone was spent. 

0 heauie herse, 150 

Home now my Muse, now morne with heauie 
(heare. 

0 carefull verse, 

0 trustlcsse state of earthly things, and slipper 
hope 

Of mortal men, that swincke and sweate for 
nought, 

And shooting wide, doe misse the marked 
scope; 

Now haue 1 learnd (a lesson derely bought) 
That nys on earth assuraunce to ^ sought : 
For what might be in earthlie mould, 

That did her buried body hould, 

0 heauie herse, 160 

Yet saw I on the beare when it was brought 
0 carefull verse. 

But maugre death, and dreaded sisters deadly 
spight, 

And gates of hel, and fyrie furies forse : 

She luith the bonds broke of etemall night, 
Het soule vnbodied of the burdenous corpse. 


Why then weepes Lobbin so without remorse ? 

0 Lobb, thy losse no longer lament, 

Dido nis dead, but into neauen hent. 

0 happye herse, 170 

Cease now my Muse, now cease thy sorrowes 
sourse, 

Oioyfull verse. 

Why wayle we then ? why weary we the Gods 
with playnts, 

As if some euill were to her betight ? 

She raignes a goddessc now emong the saintes, 
That whilome was the saynt of shepheards 
light: 

And is enstalled nowe in heauens hight. 

1 see thee blessed soule, I see, 

Walke in Elision fieldes so free. 

0 happy herse, 180 

Might I once come to thee {0 that I might) 
Oioyfull verse. 

Vnwise and wretched men to weete whats good 
or ill, 

We deeme of Death as doome of ill desert ; 
But knewe we fooles, what it vs bringes vntil, 
Dye would we dayly, once it to expert. 

No daunger there the shepheard can astert : 
Fayre fieldes and pleasaunt layes there bene, 
The fieldes ay fresh, the grassc ay greene : 

0 happy herse, 190 

Make hast ye shepheards, thether to reuert, 

0 ioyfull verse. 

Dido is gone afore (whose turne shall be the 
next ?) 

Tliere Hues shee with the blessed Gods in blipe, 
There drincks she Nectar with Ambrosia mixt, 
And ioyes enioyes, that mortall men doe misse. 
The honor now of highest gods she is, 

That whilome was poore shepheari pryde, 
While here on earth she did abyde. 

0 happy herse, joo 

Ceasse now my song, my woe now wasted is. 

0 ioyfull verse. 

Thenot. 

'Ay francke shepheard, how bene thy verses 
meint 

With doolful pleasaunce, so as I ne wotte. 
Whether reioyce or weepe for great constiainte? 
Thyne be the cossette, well l^t thow it gotte. 
Vp Colin vp, ynough thou roomed hast, 

Now gynnes to mizzle, bye we homeward 
Colins Embletne. 
Lamorirymord, aw 
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looiMonce) my rtb. Sooenaunoe) remembnDince. 



beinr in the waine ie slyde of Lj to %^'elk. 

In lowly lay) according to the Ktlpn of the inoneth 
Noueniber, when the tonne dnii^eth low in the 
Sonth taward hit Tropick or retarne. 

Infithei hatke)the tonne, reignetii that it, in the 
ligne Pisces aH Notieml^r. A baske it a wicker 
jpad, wherein they vte to cary fitb. 

Virelaiet) a light kind of tong. 

Bee « at red) For it is a saying of flOetes, that they 
haoe dronk of the Moses aell Cattahai, wbeieof 
was beibre lufficientlv tayd. 

Dreriment)dreery and neauy eheere. 

The great ahepheard) it tooic man of high degrK, 
and not an tome vainely tupposoGod ntn. The 
perion both of the thephearde and of Di<io is 
vnknowen and clotely boried in the Aoiitou 
conceipt. But out of doubt I am, that it is not 
Rotalind, as tome imagin : for ha ipeaketh toune 
aAer of ber alto. 

Shene)fayrr and thiaing. May) for msyde. 

Tene) sorrow. Guerdon) rci^ard. 

Bynempt) beqoethed. 

Cottet)a lambe brought vp without the d.im 

Vnkempt) Incompu Not corned, that is rude and 
vnhantome. 

Melpomene) The tadde and waylefull Mnw^ vsed 
olPoettin honor of Tragedies; as saith Virgile 
Melpomene Trazico proclamat miesla boatu. 

Vp grietly go%t8) The maner of Tragicall Poetes, 
tocall for help<‘ of Furies and damned ghostes 
toil Hecuba of Euripides, and Tantalus biought 
in of Seneca. And tne rest of the nest, 

Hcrse) is the solemnc obseiju’e in funerallet. 

Wast of) decay of ao beaulifull a peccc. 

Car ke) care. 

Ah why) an elegant Epanorthosis. As also toonc 
after. Nay time was long ago. 

Flouret) a dnninutiue for a little floure. This i-i j 
anot.ib'e and sententious comparison A ininorc | 
ad maius 

Reliuen noOliue not againe s. not in theyr earlhiv 
b<*dies: for in heauen they cnioy ibeir due; 
renard. j 

The braunch) He meaneth Dido, who being, at It 
were t he may nc brau nch now a i ( Iw r ed t hr bii dik-i j 
that is btuiutie (at be sayd afore) can no inoie 
flourish. ; 

Wnh cakes) 6t for thepheards banket*. 

Heame) for home. After the northerne pro^ 
nouneing 

Tinct) deyed or stayned. 

The gaudiie)the meaning it. that the things, which 
were the. ornaments of her lyfc, are made th« 
hdnor of her funeral!, at is vsed in burialls. 

Lobbln) the name of a thepherd, which seemeth to 
haoe Dcne the louer and deera fremle of Dido. 

Rushringt) agreeable for such base gyftcs. 

Faded locked dr yed leaues. As if Nature her aelfe 
bewayled the of the Mayde, 

Sourse) apring. 

Mantled medowea) for the soodry flowres are like 
a Mantle or couerlet wrought with many colours. 

Philoinele) the Nlghtingile. Whoroe tne Poefet 
fitne once to bane bene a Ludyeof great beauty, 
till beiug rtuiibed by bir tittert hutbtade, the 


desired to be turned into a byrd of her name. 
Wbosp eompjaintet b« very well set foith of 
Ma. Geoige Gaskin a wittie gentlemait and t^ 
Very clicfe of our lam rymers, who and if soma 
partes of learning wanted not (atbra it is wsi 
knowrn he aliogviber wanted not Irandagl U# 
doubt would liaue attaynni to the escellrfirye of 
thoM faiiiont Ports. For giOs of wit al^l 
natural! promptnosse apprare in bym about* 
danlly. 

Cypressa) tw^d of the old Paynims in the fomlihltf 
of their funerall Poinpr. And properly tbaiigtMi 
of all sorow and heauinrtsr. 

The fatall sisirr*) Clotho Lathesit and Atropoi, 
daughters of Herrbus and the Nighie, whom the 
Pories fayne to spiniu; the life o( man, at it were 
a long thri dr, wniih they drawn Out in Icngdi, 
till his fatal howrc and fiindy death lie rome; 
but if by other casual lie his dayes bn abridged, 
then one of them, that is Atr<^, it tayde to 
haue rut the ihrrdcs in twain. Hereof commetli 
a common \rrM‘. 

Clotho colutn baiubt, lachesis trabit, Atropot 
occau 


0 trastlcssr) a gallant rxclamatioo moralised with 
great wisedom and paitioiiate wylh great 
affect Ion, 

Brarr) a frame, wheron they vte to by the dead 
corae. 

Fuilrj.) of Portrs be frynn! to be three, Persephone 

' Alrrto and Mrgrra, which am sayd to be the 
Authours of alt euili and mitchiefe. 

Etrrnaii might ) 1 1 death or darkneue o( Ml. 

B<*tight)h.ipprne<l. 

1 see) A liiiciy Icon, or represent at loo at If he taw 
her in heauen prevmt, 

Eiyoian 6rlf}r«> b’ drulved of Pbrtes to be a place 
of pieature like Paradisr, where the happyt touJet 
doe rest in p'ace and eternal happyneise. 

w'* aid) The vciycxprease taying ol PUto in 
Phanione. 

.\i4ri1) brfaJI vnwaret. 

Ni*ciar and Ambrosia) be feigned to be the drink 
and foo<le of the go<)i : Ambrosia they likrii to 
Manna In scripture and Nectar to be white like 
Creme, wherrof is a proper tale of Hebe, that 
aptll a cnip ol It, and stayned the heaaena, at yet 
ap))rarrth. But 1 haue already discoursed that 
at l.nrge in my Commcnlarye vpon the dreaines 
of the same Autliour. 

.Meynt) Mingled. 

Bmblemo. 


^hich la ai muf h to say, as death biteth not. For 
although by course ol nature we be borne todye, 
and bring ripened with agft as with a (ima|y 
hamest, we must be githered in time, or els of 
out seloeiwefail Hko rottrJ ripe fraiit fro Um 
tree yet death it not to be counted for euil, nor 
(as the Poeie tayd a little before) at doome of iU 
deirrt. For though the trespatse of the first man 
broofht death into the srorld, at the guerdon ef 
Mnoe, yet being ouercowe by the death m one, 
that dy^ for al, it is now nuule (as Chancy 
sayth) the grene path way to lyfe. 8o R 
agreeth wen with that was «yd, that 
byteth not (that it) honeth not it all 
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ARGVMENT. 

'^pHis Ai^logue {euen as the first hepnnc) 

^ w mitil with a complaynle of Cohn to Cod | 
Fan. Wherein as weary of Ins f or f tier wayes, he 
poportwneih his life to the foure seasons of the 
yearCy comparing hys youthe to the spring lime, 
when he was fresh and free from hues follye. 
liismanhoodetoihe sommer, winch he saylh,xoas 
consumed withgreale heate and excessuie drouth 
caused ihroughe a Comet or blasinge starre, bv 
which hee meaneth hue, which passion is comenly 
compared to such flames and immoderate heatc. 
His riper yeares hee resemhlclh to an vnscasonablc 
haruesie wherein the frillies fall ere they be rype. 
His latter age to winters chylland froslie season, 
now drawing neare to his last endc. 

'^He eentlc shcpheard satte beside a springe, | 
J, All 111 the shadowe of a bushye brere, j 
That Cohn hight, which ivtl could pypc and j 
singe, ^ ^ ‘ 

For he of Tilyrus his songs did lere. 

There as he salte in secreate shade alone. 
Thus gan he make of loue his piteous mone. 
0 soueraigne Pan thou God of shepheards all, 
Which of our tender Lambkins takest kccpe : 
And when ourlltx'ksintomiseliauncemoughlfalL 
Doest saue from misiluefc the vnwary sheepe : 


Als of their maisters hast no Icsse regarde, 
Then of the Hocks, wlucli thou doest watch 
and ward : 

1 thee besechc (so be thou deigne to hcarc, 
Rude ditties tund to shepheards Oaten retde, 
Or if 1 cuer sonet song so cleare, 

As it with pleosaunce mought lliy fancie feede) 
Hearken awhile from thy grecnc cabinet, 
The rurall song of carefull Cohiict. 
Whilomeinyouth,whcnflowrdmyioyfullsprii)g. 
Like Swallow swift 1 wandnd here and there : 
For heate of hecdlessc lust me so did sting, 2 i 
That I of doubted daungcr luid no fearc. 
i went the wa^tefull woodc s and forest wyde 
Withouleii dreade of Wulueslo bene espyed. 
I wont to raungc amydde the mazic thickette, 
And gather nuttes to make me Christmas game 
And loycd oft to thacc the trembling Pricket, 
Or hunt the hanlesse hare, til shee were taini. 
Wlut wreaked I of wintrye ages waste, 

Tho deemed 1, my spring would euer lastc. 

How often haue I sealed the craggie Oke, 3^ 
All to di lodge the Rauen of her ncste ; 

Howe luue 1 wcariL*d with many a stroke 
The statJy Walnut tree, the while the rest 
Vnder the tree fell all for nuts at strife.* 
For ylike to me was libertee and lyfe, 


DECEMBER. 465 

Md for I was in thilke same looser yeares, j To n»ak 7 fine ca^es for the NiiilUinj;al~ 
(Whether the Muse so wrought me from my j And Baskets of bulrushes was mv wont : 80 

birth, ' ■ 

Or I tomuch beleeued my shepherd jxircs) 
homedele ybent to song and musicks inirih. 


A good olde shephearde, Vit renock was his j 
name, 41 ' 

Made me by arte more cunning in the same. 

Fro thence 1 durst in derring doc conijiarc 
With shepheards swaync, wliat euer ltdde in 
held : 

And it that Hobbinol right ludgenicnt Ixire, 

Tu Fan his owne selfe pyjx; I ueede not yield 
I'or if the flocking Nyinphts did folow Fun, 
'fhe wiser Muses after Colui ranne. 


Who tu enlrapjie the lisli in wn.aii g sale 
W.IS betia svviK, cr liuitu 1 1 k.<sUs \o hont 
i learned aU the sigiit" v\ luaijui to ken, 
How Fiiube fayh-s, wheie I'cnio siites and 
when. 


But ah such pryde at length was ill repravde. 
The sheplKards God (ixjruie (mkI W'as he nunej 
My hurtlesse jileasaunce did me ill vpbraiue, 
Mv (reedomc lornc, my hh he Icfte to nuna 
Louc they him called, that gaue me cluck 
male, 

But better mouglit thev luue iKhole hiii’. 
Ihue. 


I And trved time yet taught me gri^afcr tliinges, 
' 'Ihe sodain r\sing of the ragii g seav : 

' 'lh<- scHillic ot b)rds by b>aUng ot tluir wii gs^ 
' riie jHjwer ol heibs, t>)th wliuli can hurl and 
ease : 

And which U‘ wont t 'enrage the rcsllcsn- 
sli< c|-e, 

j And Whit h Ik’ WDhl to woike ctcrnall ‘•lie pc. 

But all viiwise and wiili^‘c ( din douU, c)i 
I iiat kydst the hidden kinc.s oi inaiiv a wedc : 
\ el kycl^l not ene to cure th) sort hail took, 
Wlio-c ram kin g wc>uncl a.s yil dens niclu 
bK c dc 

Wl)\ 111 C'l tii' uMil,and)(t lia't tlivdc.illus 
W( nnd i 

Wh. dct^i tlion sill, and yd uliuc art 


T ho gan my loucly Sjjring bid me f iri wel. 

And Sommer season sj>e‘d him to di play 
(I'or louc then in the Lyons house did dwell) 
The raging fyre, that kindled at his ra) 

A comett slirel \p that viikiiidlv lieale, 

Tliat reigned (as men s.iyd) in VentiS seatc 

Forth was I leddc, ’'.ot as I wont afore, hi 
hen choise I had to choose my wandring wayc. 
But whether luck and lours enbridled lore 
Would Lade me forihon Lanctesbiite toplave, 
ilic bush my bedde, the bramble was iiiv 
bow rc, 

The WfXK^cs can wjiiiessc many a wolull 
Slow re 

W here I was wont to sccke the linne y Bee, 

'' driving her furmali l' w me-s in W c xen frame . 1 
• lie gri.slie Todcslcxile growne there luuught 
1 See 

And loathed Paddocks lording on the same. 

And where the chaunting birds luld me a 
sleepe, 7 ‘ 

Tlie giiaslUe Owle her grieuous ynne doth 
kcci>c. 

rii n as the springe giues place to elder time, 
Aadbniigcth forth thefruileof sommers pr>dc: 
All wj iny age now passed youngilily [H'ymc, 
io thuiges of ryper reason selfe applyed. 

And Icarnd of lighter timber cotes to frame, 
Such as might 5au« my shcepe and me fro 
shame. 


ioum.e 

Iluis m m\ kimmcr wornc away and wasted, 
'Ihi.sisim iiiriicsl hastened all to rathe; 
iiie <are tliat budded faire, h burnt utid 
blasted. 

And ,dl III V hc)jj< d game istuiiid loscallit. 100 
Of.illiln scede , that in ni\ youth w.u> sow nc 
Was iioiighl but brakes and brambles to Ix' 
mownc. 

My boiiglu*' witli bloosims that crowned were 
at iirae. 

And promised of timely fnntc such store, 

Arc left Iwth lure and Lirrciii now at ersf 
The flaltrmg fruitc is fallen togiownd before, 
And roUcci, tre tliey were lialle mellow ri|)c ; 
My liaruesl wast, my hojK away dyd wijk. 

'Hi' fragrant flowrcs, that in my garden grew'’, 
Ik'iie withered, as they had bene gathered 
long no 

'Ilieyr rcxjtcs bem dryed vp for lackc of dewe, 
Vti dewed with Icares the\ han Im enc r tuiiorig 
Ah who has wrought my Fuiuhnd ilnsspight 
To sjiil (he flowrcs, that sliould licr gi.'lonc 
(light f 

1 And 1, tliat wlulome wont to frame* my pype, 

I Vnto the shiitiiig of tin shepheards fixilc : 

, Sikc follies nowc hauc galliercd as texj ri(x: 

And cast hem out, as rotten and vnsootc. 

! The loser Lasse I cast to please nomore, 

One if 1 please, enough is me therefore, two 
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And thus of all my haruest hope 1 haue 
Nought reaped but a weedye crop of care : 
Which, when I thought haue thresht in swelling 
sheaue, 

Cockel for come, and chaffe for barley bare. 
Soone as the chaffe should m the fan be fynd, 
All was blowne away of the wauering wynd. 

So now my yeare drawes to his latter terme, 
My spring is spent, my somraer burnt vp quite : 
My harueste hasts to stirre vp winter sterne. 
And bids him clayme with rigorous rage hys 
right. 130 

So nowe he stormes with many a sturdy stoure, 
So now his blustring blast eche coste doth 
scoure. 

The carefull cold hath nypt my rugged ryndc, 
And in my face dee|)e furrowes eld hath pight ; 
My head besprent witli hoary frost I fynd, 
AndbymyneeietheCrowhisclawedoothwright. 
Delight is layd abedde, and pleasure past, 
No sonne now sliines, cloudes hanallouercast. 


Now leaue ye shepheardsboyes your merry 
My Muse is hoarse and weary of thys sloundc : 
Here will I hang my pype vpon this tree, 141 
Was neuer pype of reede did better sounde. 
Winter is come, that blowes the bitter blite, 
And after Winter dreerie death does hast. 

Gather ye together my little flocke, 

My little flock, that was to me so liefe : 

Let me, ah lette me in your folds ye lock. 

Ere the breme Winter breedc you greater griefe. 
Winter is come, that blowes the balefull 
breath, 

And after Winter commeth timely death. 

Adieu delightcs, that lulled me asleepe, 151 
Adieu my deare, whose loue I bought so deare : 
Adieu my little Lambes and loued sheepe, 
Adieu ye Woodes that oft my witnesse were : 
Adieu good Hobbtnol, that was so true, 

Tell Rosalind, her Colin bids her adieu. 

Colins Emblerae. 


GLOSSE. 


Tityrus) Chaucer, as hath bene oft sayd 

Lambkins) youn^f lambes. 

Als of their) Semctli to expresse Virgils vcr:,c 

Pan curat cues ouiumque magistros. 

Deigne) voutchsafe. 

Callinet) Colinct) dimmutiucs. 

MaJie) For they be like to a maze whence it is hard 
to get out agayne. 

Peres) felowes and companions. 

Musick) that is Poetry as Terence sayth Qui artem 
traclant musicam, speking of Poeles. 

Dernng doe) aforesayd. 

Lions house) He imagineth simply that Cupid, 
which is loue, had his abo<le in the \xhot<* si^n«* 
Leo, which is in middest of somer; a pretie 
.illegory, whereof the meaning is, that loue m 
him wrought an cxtraordinane hcate of lust. 

His ray) which is Cupides beame or flames of Loue. 

A Coinetc) a biasing starre, meant of bcautie, 
which was the cause of his whote loue 

Venus) the goddesse of beauty or ple.isure. Also 
a signe in heauen, as it is here taken. So he 
meaneth that beautie, which hath alwayes aspect 
to Venus, was the cause of all his vnquietncs 
in loue. 

Where I was) a fine discription of the chaunge of 
hys lyfe and liking; for all things nowe seemcil 
to hym to haue altered their kindlv course. 

Lording) Spoken after the maner of Paddocks and 
Frogges sitting which is indeed Lordly, not 
remouing nor looking once a side, vnlesse they 
be slurred. 

Then as) The second wrt. That is his raanhoode. 

Cotes) sheepecotes. For such be the exercises of 
shephearas. 

Sale) or Salowa kind of woodde like Wyllow, fit 
to wreath and bynde in leapes to catch fish 
withail. 

Pluebe fayles) The Eclipse of the Moone, which is 


alwayes in Cauda or Capite Draconis, signe* in 
heauen. 

Venus) .5. Venus starre otherwise called Hesperus 
and Vesper and Luefe , both because he secintih 
to be one of the brightest starres, and also fir>' 
ryseth and setteth last. All which skill in starrr^ 
Ix'ing conueniont for shepheardes to kno*c ai 
Theocritus and the rest vse 

Raging scacs)Thc cause of the swelling and ebbing 
of the sea commeth of the course of the Moonr 
sometime cncreasing, sometime wayning anJ 
decreasing 

Sooth of byrdes) A kind of sooth saying vsed m 
elder tymes, which they gathered by the flvinu oi 
byrds , First fas is sayd) inuented by dn 
I huscanes, and from them deriued to tli'' 
Romanes, who (as is sayd in Liuie) were 
supersticiously rooted in the same, that tho 
agreed that euery Nobleman should put b 
sonne to the Thuscanes, by them to be brought 
vp in that knowledge. 

Of ncrljes) That wonderous thinges be wrougm 
herbes, aswellappcareth by the common workn't: 
of them m our bodies, as also by the wonderfi*' 
enchauntments and sorceries that haue 
wrought by them ; insomuch that it is sayde iw’ 
Circe a famous sorceresse turned men m'*’ 
sondry kinds of beastes and Monsters, snd onfl* 
by herbes : as the Pocte sayth Dca sacua poten* 
tiDus herbis dtc. 

Kidst) k newest. Eare) of come. 

Scathe) lossc hinderaunce. 

Euer among) Euer and anone. , 

Thus is my) The thyrde parte wherein is set fo^ 
his ripe ^eres as an untimely hanicst, th>i 
bringeth little fraite. ^ 

The flagrannt flowres) sondry studies and lauoab» 
partes of learning, wherein how our f®***^,^ 
scene, be they witnesse which are priuie to 
study. 
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So»ow mr yeere)Thc last part^ wherein is described 
his are dv comparison of w^trye stormes. 

CarefuJI cold) for care is sayd to coole the blood. 

Glee) mirth. 

Hoary frost) A metaphore of hoary heares scattied 
lyke to a gray frost. 

Brceme> shar[>e and bitter. 

Adiew delights) is a conclasion of all. Where in 
sixe verses he comprehendeth briefly all that was 
touched in this booke. In (he. 6rst verse his 
delights of youth graerally. In the second, the 
loue of Rosalin<l, in the thyrd, the keemng of 
sheepe, which is the argument of all .dSgloiturs 
III the founh his complaints. And to the last tao 
his professed frendshtpaud good will to his good 
friend Hobbinoll. 

Embleme. 

The meaning wherof is that all thinges perish an<l 
come to ineyr last end. but workes of Icarnc<l 
wits and monuments of Poetry abide for euer. 
Andtherefoie Horace of hit Odes a work though 
ful indede of great wit and learning, yet of no so 
great weight and itnportaunce boioty sayth. 

Exegt monimentum a:re perenaiusi 
Quod nec imber nec aquilo voraa Ac. 


Therefore let not be enuied, that this Poete in his 
Epilogue sayth he hath made a Calendar, that 
shall endure as long as time itc. foiowing tka 
ensampie of Horace and Quid in (he like. 

Grande opus exegi quu<l nec luuis ira nee ignla, 
Nec feirum potent ncc edax aboleie vetustas kc. 

I kitu4 a CaUnJ^r for tut* y ytMrt, 

TkaiHotUm Hrtufthy Amdtim* tm durAHCtthMll 
tthumrg: 

And (f I mnrUd wdf /4s siMrru rtuolufton. 

It siiUl totUmtroM Ulltk* wrids tlissttJut4im 
Tb /rs«4 <4^ mdtr thtpht^rd Jkanf to Joodo his 
ihitpo. 

And jr>>m tkt fahtrs /rand kis foldodJUcho 0 
ke€f><. 

Go* lyttU Calrndrr, thou hast a fro* i*ass*porit, 
Co* but a lowh £ot* fmi'Mjfsi* tk* m*an*r sort* 
Dare not to matt h th v p\f>* with 'J ttyrus kys stifle, 
Nor with the I'lljfrtm tkai tk* fiton/kmoam 
pJaydt a wkyle . 

3nt follow* tk*m Jarr* and tkeir kigk sts^s 

adon^ 

Th* bstter^Jtms*, th* mors* despise, I ask* nomort. 

Mercs non mercede. 
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A note of the sundrie Poemes contained 
in this Volume. 


1 The Ruines of Time. 

2 The Teares of the Muses. 

3 VirgilsGnai. 

4 Prosopopota, or Mother Hubberds Tale. 

5 The Ruines of Rome : by Bellay. 


6 Muiopotmos, or The Tale of the Buitcfflie. 

7 Visions of the Worlds vanitie. 

8 Bellayes vtsums. 

9 Petr arches visions. 


The Printer to the 

Gentle Reader. 


S INCE my late setting foorth of the 
Faerie QueetiOf hnding that it hath found 
a fauourable passive amongst you ; I haue 
sithence endeuoured by all good meanes (for 
the better cncrease and accomphshment of 
your delights,) to get into my handes such 
smale Poemes of the same Authors ; as 1 heard 
were disperst abroad in sundric hands, and not 
easie tp bee come by, by himselfe ; some of 
them hauing bene diuershe imbeziled and pur- 
loyned from him, since his departure ouer ^a. 
Of the which I haue by good meanes gathered 
togeather these fewc parcels present, which 
I haue caused to bee imprinted altogeather, for 
that they al sceme to containe like matter of 
argument in them : being all complaints and 


meditations of the worlds vanitie, veric graue 
and profitable. To which effect I vnderstand 
that he besides wrote sundrie others, naniebe 
Ecclesiastes, and Canticum canlicorum tran- 
slated, A senights slumber, The hell of louers, 
hts Purgatorie, being all dedicated to Ladies; 
so as it may sceme he ment them all to one 
volume, licsidcs some other Pamphlets looselie 
scattered abroad : as The dying Pellican, The 
howers of the Lord, The sacrifice of a sinner, 
The seuen Psalmes, &c. which when I can either 
by himselfe, or otherwise attaine too, I mcane 
likewise for your fauour sake to set fourth. 
In the meane time praying you gentlie to 
accept of these, and graciousUe to entertaiix 
the new Poet, 2 take Uaue. 
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Dedicated 


To the right Noble and bcauti- 
full Ladie^ the La, Marie 
Countesse of Pcmbrookc. 


'h /fOST Honourable and hounttjull TWi/', 
Irl there bee long nthens deepe sowed tn my 
hrestf the seede of most entire hue and humble 
affectum vnto that most braue Kntghi your noble 
brother deceased ; which taking roote began in his 
life time somewhat to bud forth : and to shew 
themselues to hm, as then in the weakenes of 
their first spring : And uould tn their riper 
strength {had it pleased high God till then to 
drawe out kts dates) spired forth fruit of more 
perfection. But since God hath dtsdetgncd the 
world of that most noble Spirit, which ua^ the 
hope of aU learned men, and the Patron of my 
young Muses ; togeather with him both their hope 
of anie further fruit loas cut off : and also the 
tender delight of those their first blossoms nipped 
and quite dead. Yet sithens my late cummtng 
into England, somefrends of mine (which might 
much preuaiU with me, and indeede commaund 
me) knowing with howe straight bandes of duetie 
1 was tied to him : as also bound vnto that noble 
house, (of which the chiefe hope then rested tn 
him) haue sought to reuiue them by upbraiding 


me : for that 1 haue not shewed ante thctnkefuU 
remembrance touards him or any of them ; but 
stiff iT their names to sleep tn idenee and forget- 
fuhtesse. Whome chxejhe to satnfie, or els to 
auotde that fowle blot of vnthankrfulnesse, 1 luiue 
conceiued this small Poente, intituled by a grner^ 

' name of the worlds Ktimcs : yet speciolhe in- 
* tended to the renowmtng of that noble race, from 
\ which both you and he sprang, and to the rfernit- 
' of ^ome of the chtefe of them late deceased. 
The which 1 dedicate vnto your la. as whome it 
most spectallie conerrneth : and to whome 
J acknowledge my srlfe bounden,by manti 
singular fauours and great graces. 

J pray for your Honourable 
happtnesse : and so 
humblte ktsse your 
handes. 

Your Ladishij>s cucr 

humblie at commaund. 

E.S, 


The Ruines of Ltme. 


I T chaunced me on day beside the shore 
Of siluer streaming Thamesis to bee, 

Nigh where the goodly Verlame stood of yore. 
Of which there now remaines no mcraorie. 

Nor anie little moniment to see, 

% which the trauailer, that fares that way, 
once was she, may warned be to say. 


There on the other tide, I did behold 
A Woman sitting sorrowfullie wailing. 


Rending her ycolow locks, like wyrie golde, lO 
About her shoulders careUshe downe trailing, 
And streames of leares from her faire eyes forth 
ruling. 

In her right hand a broken rod she held, 
Which towards heaoen shee seemd on high to 
weld. 

Whether she were one of that Riuers NympliSS, 
Whkh did the losse of some dere loue lament. 
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COMPLAINTS. 


I doubt ; or one of those three fatall Impes, 
Which draw the f. ^^forth in eiitent; \ 
Or th’auncient ct that Citie brent ; 

But seeing her so pKeg^lie perplexed, 26 
1 (to her calling) askt whdt her so vexed. 

Ah what delight (quoth she) in earthlie thing, 
Or comfort can I wretched Creature haue ? 
Whose happines the heauens enuying, 

From highest staire to lowest step me draue, 
And haue in mine ownc bowels made my graue, 
That of all Nations now I am forlornc, 

The worlds sad spectacle, and fortunes scorne. 

Much was I mooued at her piteous plaint, 

And felt my heart nigh riuen in my brcst 30 
With tender ruth to see her sore constraint, 
That shedding teares awhile I still did rest, , 
And after did her name of her requefct^ 

^^ame haue I none (quoth she) nor anie beinc;, 
Bereft of both by Fates vniust decreeing. 

1 wu that Citie, which the garland wore 
Of Briiaines pride, deliucred vnto me 
By Romane Victors, which it wonne of yor^- j 
Though nought at all but ruines now 1 bee. 
And lye in mine owne ashes, as ye see : 40 

Verlame I was ; what bootes it that I was 
Sith now 1 am but weedes and wastfull gras ? 

0 vaine worlds glorie, and vnstedfast state 
Of all that Hues, on face of sinfull earth. 

Which from their first vntill their vtmost 
date 

Tast no one hower of happines or merth, 

But like as at the ingate of their berth, 

They crying creep out of their mothers woomb, 
So wailing backe go to their wofull toomb. 

Why then dooth fiesh, a bubble glas of 
breath, 50 

Hunt after honour and aduaunceraent vaine, 
And reare a trophee for deuouring death. 

With so great labour and long lasting paine, 
As if his daies for euer should remaine ? 

Sith all that in this world is great or gaie. 

Doth as a vapour vanish, and decaie. 

Looke backe, who list, vnto the former ages. 
And call to count, what is of them become : 
Where be those learned wits and antique Sages, 
Whkhof all wiseddme knewthe perfect somme : 
Where tboM great warrion, Which did oue^ 

. comme 61 

The world with conquest of their might and, 
maine, 

And made one meare of th*earth and of their 
raine? 



What of the Persian Beares outragiousnesse, 
Whose HKWorie is quite wprt»c out with yeares? 
Who of the GrMoii Libbey’d-now ought heares, 
That ouerran the East with greedie powre, 69 
Apd left his whelps their kingdomes todeuoure? 
-^And where is that same great seuen headded 
b^t, 

Tbat made all nations vassals of her pride, 

To fall before her feete at her beheast, 

And in the necke of all the world did ride ? 
Where doth she all that wondrous welth nowe 
hide ? 

With her own weight down pressed now shee 
lies. 

And by her heaps her hugenesse testifies. 

0 Rome thy mine I lament and rue, 

And in thy fall my fatall ouerthrowe, 

That whilom was, whilst heauens with equal 1 
vewe 80 

Deignd to behold me, and their gifts bestowe, 
The picture of thy pride in pompous shew : 
And of the whole world as thou wast the 
Empresse, 

So lof this small Northerne world was Princesse. 
To tell the beawtic of my buildings fayre, 
Adornd with purest golde, and precious stone ; 
To tell my riches, and endowments rare 
That by my foes are now all spent and gone : 
To tell my forces matchable to none, 89 
Were but lost labour, that few would beleeue, 
And with rehearsing would me more agreeue. 
High towers, faire temples, goodlv theaters, 
Strong walls, rich porches, princclie pallaccs, 
Large streetes, braue houses, sacred sepulchers, 
Sure gates, sweete gardens, stately galleries. 
Wrought with faire pillours,and fine imageries, 
All those (0 pitie) now are turnd to dust, 
And ouergrowen with blacke obliuions rust. 
Theretoo for warlike power, and peoples store. 
In Britannic was none to match with raee, 100 
That manie often did abic full sore : 

Ne Troynouantf though elder sister shee, 

With my great forces might compared bee ; 
That stout Pendragon to his perill felt, 

Who in a siege seauen yeres about me dw^elt. 
But long ere this Bunduca Britonnessc 
Her mightie hoast against my bulwarkes 
brought, 

BunducOf that victorious conqueresse, 

'fhat lifting vp her braue heroick thought 
Boue womens weaknes, with the Roniants 
fought, 

Fought, and m field against them thrice 
uailed : , • 

Yet was she foyld, when as she'll 




(|||(^ U bst bjrfem I cMMMitd iicre 
Of haicEe ju«l bwAne tMr thrall; 
Yet Wu I with miKh hkKxUied batUt full 
dcere, t 

And pr^ with slaughter of their Genciall : 
TheTObmiheht of whose sad funefall. 

For wonder of the world, long in me lasted ; 
But now to nought through spoylc of time is 
wasted. 

Wasted it is, as if it neuer were, 1 20 

And all th^ rest that me so honord made, 

And of the world admired eu^rie where, 

Is tumd to smoakc, that doth to nothing fade ; 
And of that brightnes now appeares no shade, 
But greislie shades, such as doo haunt in hell 
With fearfull Bends, that in deep darkncs dwell. 

Where my high steeples whilom vsde to stand, 
On which the lordly Faulcon wont to towre. 
There now is but an heap of lymc and sand, 

For the Shrichc-owle to build her balefull 
bowre: 

And where the Nightingale wont forth to powrc 
Her rcstles plaints, to ^orC wakefull Louers, 
There now haunt yelling Mewcs and whining 
Ploucrs. 

And where the christall Thamis wont to slide 
In silucr channell, downe along the Lee, 

About whose flowrie bankes on either side 
A thousand Nyraphes, with mirthfull iollitec 
Were wont to play, from all annoyance tree ; 
There now no riuers course is to be scene, 139 
But moorish fennes, and marshes euer greene. 

^raes, that that gentle Riuer for great griefe 
Of my mishaps, which oft I to him plained ; 

Or for to shunne the horrible mischlefe, 

lie saw my crucll foes me pained. 
And his pure streames with guildes blood oft 
stained, 

From my vnhapfMe neighborhood farre fled, 

'nd his sweete waters away with him led. 

I’hm also where the winged ships were seene 
n liquid waues to cut their fomie waie, 149 
l^nd thousand Fishers numbred to haue been, 

A ^ looking for plenteous praie 

>f fish, which they with baits vsde to betraic, 
s now no lake, nor anie fehers store, 
euer shipr shall saile them anie more. 

all are gone, and all With them is gone, 

^e ought to me remained, but to Ument 
long decay, which nd man eb doth mone, 
^ moume my hdl with dolrfull drerteent. 

It IS comfort in great hnguishihenf, 
l^beiBoned withcompa^^ 
m nUtSgatm the aii|id£or^ 
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But me no man bewiileth, but tn game, 

Ne sheath teares from lamentable eii : 

Nor anie liues that meniicneth my 
To be remembred of postrritie, 

Saue that maugre fortunes iniurie, 

And timm decay, ai^ enuies crucll tort, 

Hath writ my record in true'Seemii^ sort* 
Cambden the nourice of antiquitie, 

And lanterne vnto late succeeding age, 1 70 
To sec the light of simple veriue, 

Buried in ruincs, through the great outrage 
Of her owne people, led with warlike rage. 
Cambtitn, though time all moniments ob&cuce, 
Yet thy iust labours euer shall endure. 

But wWe (vnhappic wii;ht) doo 1 thus crie, 
And grieuc that my remembraaro quite is raced 
Out of the knowWgc of posteritie, 

/^id all my antique moniments defaced ? 

Sith 1 doo dailie see things higiicst placed, 1^ 
So soone as fates their vital 1 thred haue shcenc, 
Forgotten quite as they were neuer borne. 

It is not long, since these two eyes beheld 
A mightie Prince, of most renowmed race, 
Whom England high m count of honour held, 
And greatest ones did sue to game his grace 
Of greatest ones he greatest in hii place. 

Sate in the bosome of his Soucraine, 

And Right and loyall did his word maintaine. 

I saw him die, I saw him die, as one 190 
Of the mcane people, and brought foorlh on 
bcare. 

I him die, and no man left to mone 
His dolcfull fate, tliat late him loued deare . 
Scarre anic left to close his cylids ncare ; 
Scarce anic left vjxm his lips to laie 
The sacred sod, or Requim to sale, 

0 trust lesse state of miserable men, 

That builde your blis on hope of earthly thing. 
And vainly thinke your selueshalfehappie then. 
When painted faces with smooth flattering aop 
Doo fawnc on you, and your wide praises sing, 
And when the courting masker louteth lowe, 
Him true in heart anatrustic to you trow. 

All is but fained, and with oakcr Ade, 

That euerie shower will wash and wipe away, 
All things doo change that vhder heauen abide, 
And after death all friendship doth decaie. 
Therefore what euer man Nearst worWlie Iway, 
Liuing, on God, and on thy selfe relie ; 

For when thou dieft,all shall with thee die. aio 
He now is dead, and all is with him dead, 

Saue what in hmmi etorehowc he tplaki t 
His hope is huk), and come to naaie hit dread, 
And euill nn^, now dead, hb deeds vpbrwid ; 
Spite bitea the dead, that liuing neuer oakl. 
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He now is gone, the whiles the Foxe is crept 
Into the hde^ the which the Badger swept. 

He now is dead, and all his glorie gone, 

And all his greatnes vapoured to nought, 

That as a glasse vpon the water shone, 220 
\^ich varusht quite, so soone as it was sought. 
His name is worne alreadie out of thought, 

Nc anie Poet scekes him to reuiue ; 

Yet manie Poets honourd him aliue. 

Ne doth his Colin^ carelesse Colin Clouie, 

Care now his idle bagpipe vp to raise, 

Ne tell his sorrow to the listning rout 
Of shepherd groomes, which wont his songs to 
praise : 

Praise who so list, yet I will him dispraise, 
Vntill he quite him of this guilt ie blame : 230 
Wake shepheards boy, at Lmgth awake for 
shame. 

And who so els did goodnes by him gaine, 

And who so els his bounteous minde did trie, 
Whether he shepheard be, or shcpiicardsswaine, 
(For manie did, which doo it now denie) 

Awake, and to his Song a part applie : 

And I, the whilest you mourne for his decease, 
Will with my mourning plaints your plaint 
inaeasc. 

He dyde, and after him his brother dyde, 239 
His brother Prince, his brother noble Peere, 
That whilste he liued, was of none enuyde. 

And dead is now, as lining, counted deare, 
Deare vnto all that true affection beare : 

But vnto thee most deare, 0 dearest Dame, 

His noble Spouse, and Paragon of fame. 

He whilest he lined, happie was through thee. 
And being dead is happie now much more ; 
Lining, t&t llncked chaunst with thee to bee, 
And dead, because him dead thou dost adore 
As liuing, and thy lost deare loue deplore. 250 j 
So whilst that thou, faire flower of chastitie. 
Dost liuc, by thee thy Lord shall neuer die. 

Thy Lord shall neuer die, the whiles this verse 
Shall liue, ^d surely it shall liue for euer : 

For ever it shall liue, and shall rehearse 
His worthie praise, and vertues dying neuer, 
'rhoughdeatn his soule doo from his bodie seuer. 
And mou thy selfe herein shak also liue ; 

Such grace the heanens doo t,9 my verses giuc. 

Ne shall his sister, ne thy lather die, 260 
Thy father, that good Earle of rare renowne, 
And noble Patrone of Weake pouertie ; 
Whosegreatgooddeedsin countrey and in towne 
Haue purcliast him in heauen an happie crowne ; 
Where he now liueth in etemall blis, 

And left his soone t’ensue those steps of his. 


He noble bud, bis Grandsires Uuelie hayie, 
Vnder the shadow of thy countenaunce 
Now ginnes to shoote vp fast, and flourish kyit 
In learned artes and goodlie gouernaunce, 2jo 
That him to highest honour shall aduaunce. 
Braue Impe of Bedford^ grow apace in bountie, 
And count of wisedome more than of thy 
(k>untie. 

Ne may I let thy husbands sister die, 

'fhat goodly Ladie, sith she eke did spring 
Out of this stocke, and famous familie, 
Whose praises I to future age doo sing, 

And foorth out of her happie womb did bring 
The sacred brood of learmng and all honour; 
In whom the heauens powrde all their gift* 
vpon her. a8o 

Most gentle spirite breathed from aboue, 

Out of the bosome of the makers blis. 

In whom all bountie and all vertuous louc 
Ap[Dearcd in their natiue propertis. 

And did enrich that noble breast of his, 

With treasure passing all this worldes worth, 
Worthie of heauen it selfe, which brought ii 
forth. 

His blessed spirite full of power diuine 
And influence of all cclestiall grace. 
Loathing this sinfull earth and earthlie slime, 
Fled backe too soone vnto his natiue place, 291 
Too soone for all that did his loue embrace, 
Too soone for all this wretched world, whom be 
Robd of all right and true nobilitie. 

Yet ere his happie soule to heauen went 
Out of this fieshlie goale, he did aeuise 
Vnto his heauenlie maker to present 
His bodie, as a spotles sacrifise ; 

And chose, that guiltie hands of cneniie'? 
Should powre forth th’offring of his guih*^ 
blood : 3 * 

So life exchanging for his countries good. 

0 noble spirite. Hue there euer blessed, 

The worlds late wonder, and the heaue® 

new ioy, 

Liue euer there, and leaue me here distress^ 
With mortall cares, and cumbrous worlds ac^y 
But where thou dost that happines enioy. 
Bid me, 0 bid me quickUe come to ^ec, 
That happie there I maie thee alwaies see. 

Yet whilest the fates affoord me vitall breath* 

1 will it spend in spei^ng of thy praise, 5^ 
And sing to thee, vntill that timeiie deam 
By heauens doome doo ende my earthlie 
Thereto doo thou my humble spirite rais«< 
And into me that sacred breath 

Which thou there breathest perfect and 
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Dial will 1 stag : but who am better ting» 
Than thine owne sister, peerkt Udie bright, 
Whkh to thee sings with deep harts sorrowing, 
Sorrowing tempered with deare denght. 

That her to heare 1 feele mv feei^e spright 320 
Robbed of sense, and rauisncd with ioy, 

0 ioy made of mourning and anoy. 

Yet will I sing : but who can better sing, 

Than tbou thy selfe, thine owne aelfes vahance, 
That whitest thou liiuedst, madest the forrests 
ring, 

And nelds resownd, and flockes to leap and 
daunce, 

And shepheards leaue their lambs vnto mis- 
chaunce, 

To runnc thy shrill Arcadian Pipe to heart : 

0 happie were those dayes, thrice happie were. 

But now more happie thou, and wretched wee, ' 
Which want the wonted sweeincs of thy voice, 
Whiles thou now in Eltsuin tieKls so frc-e, 

With OrpheuSt and with Linus, and the choice 
Of all that cuer did in rimes reioyce, 

Conucrsest ,and doost heare tliei r heauenlie laycs, 
And they heare thine, and thine doo better 
praise. 

So there thou liuest, sin^ng eucrmore, 

And here thou liuest, being euer song 
Of vs, which lining loued thee afore, 

And now thee worship, mongst that blessed 
throng 340 

Of heauenlie Poets and Heroes strong. 

So thou both here and there immortal I art, 
And euene where through excellent desart. 

But such as neither of thcmselues can sing, 

Nor yet are sung of others for reward, 

Die in obscure obliuion, as the thing 
Which neuer was, nc cuer with regard 
Tlieir names shall of the later age be heard, 
But shall in rustie darkness euer lie, 

Vnles they mentioned be with infamic. 350 

What booteth it to haue been rich aliuc ? 
What to be great ? what to be gracious ? 
When after ^th no token doth suruiue, 

Of former being in this mortall hous. 

But slecpcs in dust dead and inglorious, 

1-ike beast, whose breath but in his nostrcls is, 
And hath no hope of happinesse or blis. 

How manie great ones may reme^red be. 
Which in their daiea most famousliedid florish ? 
Of whome no word we heare, nor signe now see. 
But as thiugs wipt out with a sponge to perisbe, 
Because th^ liumg, cared not to cherMie 
No gentle wits, through pride or couetixe, 
Whidi might their names for euer memorize. 


Prouide therefore (ye Priaoes) whilst ye liue, 
That of the Muset ye may friended be, 

Whkh vnto men eternitie do giue t 
For they be daughters of Dame memorie. 

And hue the father of eternitie, 

And do those men in golden thrones repose, 
Whose merits they to glorihe do chose. 371 
Tlic seuen fold yron gates of grislic Hell, 

And horrid house of sad Proserpina^ 

'fhey able are with power of mighlic spell 
To breakc, and thence the soulet to bring awair 
: Out of dread darkenesse, to eternal I day, 

And them imrnortall make, wliidi cli would die 
In foule forget fulnessc, and nainelcs lie. 

So whilomc raised they the puisiigut brood 
Of golden girt Alcmena, for great mcritc, 380 
Out of the dust, to which the OeUtan wood 
Had him consum'd, and s|)cni his vilall sfiirite : 
To highest heauen, where now he doth inlieritc 
All happinesse ii liebes silucr bowre, 

Chosen to be her dearest Paramoure. 

vSo raisdc they eke fairc hJaes warlick twinmi'. 

And interchanged life vnto them lent, 

That when th’onc dies, th’othcr then beglnnes 
To shew in Heauen his bright nes orient ; 

And thev, for pittie of the sad wayment, 390 
Which Orpheus for Eurydics did make, 

Her back againc to life sent for his sake. 

So happie are they, and so fortunate, 

Whom the Pierian sacred sisters loue, 

That freed from bands of impacahle fate. 

And power of death, they liuc for aye aboue, 
Where mortall wreakes their blis may not 
remouc ; 

But with the Gods, for former vertues meede, 
On Nectar aiid Ambrosia do feede. 

For deeds doc die, how cuer noblic donne, 400 
And thoughts of men do as thetmcluc* decay 
But wisewordcstaught inniimbcrsfor toninne, 
Recorded by the Muses, hue for ay ; 

Nc may witn stonnin|{ showers be wash! away 
Ne bitter breathing windcs with liarmfull blast, 
Nor age, nor enuie sliall them euer wait. 

In vaine doo earthly Princes then, In vaine 
S«ke with Pyramides, to heauen aspired } 

Or huge Colomes, built with oostlie oune *, 

Or brasen Pillours, neuer to be fired, 4*0 
Or Shrines, made of the mcttall most desired ; 
To make their memories for euer liue ; 

For how can mortall imroorlalitie giue ? 

Such(meA/flu«rfwmade,lhewori(hgi« 

But DOW DO remnant doth tbercol renoiMt 
Such one but wm tome with thuii 4 tf: 

Such one Usippus, but is wome with rakw 1 
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SudLone King Edimni^hit was rent for gaine* 
All sucli Taine moniments of earthlie masse, 
Deuour’d of Time, in time to nought doo passe. 

But fame with golden wings aloft doth fliei 421 
Aboue the reach of ruinous decay, 

And with braue plutnes doth b^te the azure 
' side, 

Admir'd of base-borne men from farre away : 
Then who so will with vertuous deeds assay 
To mount to hcauen, ort P^^asus must ride. 
And with sweete Poets verse be glorifide. 

Foi^ not to hauc been dipt in Lethe lake. 

Could saue the sonne of Thetis from to die ; 
But that blinde bard did him immortall make 
With vets^s, dipt in deaw of Castalie : 431 

Which made the Easterne Conquerour to crie, 
0 fortunate yong-man, whose vertue found 
So braue a Trompe, thy noble acts to sound. 

Therefore in this halfe happie I doo read 
Good Melibcet that hath a Poet got, 

To sing his huing praises being dead, 
Deserui'ng neuer here to be forgot, 

In,8pight of enuie, that his deeds would spot : 
Since whose decease, learning lies vnregarded. 
And men of armes doo wander vnre warded. 

Those two be those two great calamities, 

That long agoe did grieue the noble spright 
Of Salomon with great indignities ; 

Who whilome was aliue the wisest wight. 

But now his wisedome is disprooued quite ; 
For be that now welds all things at his will, 
Scorns th’one and th'other in l^ deeper skill. 

0 griefe of griefes, 0 gall of all good heartes, 
To sec that vertue should dispi^d bee 450 
Of him, that first was raisde for vertuous parts, 
And now brood spreading like an aged tree, 
Lets none shopt vp, that nigh him pkiited bee : 
0 ,let the man, of whom the Muse is scorned, 
Nor aliue, nor dead be of the Muse adorned. 

0 vile worlds trust, that with such vaine illusion 
Hath so wisli* men bewitcht, and ouerkest. 
That they iet not the way of their confusion, 
0 vainesse to be added to the rest, 

That do my soule with inward griefe infest : 
Let them Mold the piteous faU of mee : 461 
And in my case their owne ensample see. 

Artd who 80 eh that sits in higihest scate 
Of this worlch gloric, worship^M of all, 

Ne feared) change of timc^ nor fortunes threate, 
Utibim behold the horror of my £dl, 
Andbioowne ^ v&to remembrance call ; 
Tbat' Of .like mine be may warned bee, 

And in himselfe bc.moouM to pitlie mee. 


Thus hauingebded all her piteous dlaint, 4)0 
With dolefull shrikes shee vanishea awi^, 
That 1 through inward sorrowe wefmn 
And all astonished with deepe dismay, 

For her departure, had no word to say : 

But sate long time in sencelesse sad affright, 
Looking still, if 1 might of her haue ' 

Which when I missed, hauing looked long, 

My thought returned greeued home Bgaine, 
Renewing her complaint with passion strong, 
For ruth of that same womans piteous paine; ^ 
Whose wordes recording in my troubled brainc, 
I felt such anguish wound my feeble heart, 
That frosen horror ran through euerie part. 

So inlie greeuing in my groning brest, 
.^nd.deepelie muzing at Tier doubtful! speacli, 
Whose meaning much I labored foorthtowreste, 
Being aboue my slender reasons reach ; 

At length by demonstration me to teach, 
Before mine eics strange sights presented were, 
Like tragicke Pageants seeming toappeare. 490 

I 

I saw an Image, all of massie gold, 

Placed on high vpon an Altare hire, 

That all, which did the same from farre beholde, 
Might worship it, and fall on lowest staire. 
Not that great Idoll might with this compaire, 
To which tW Assyrian tyrant would haue made 
The holie brethren, falslie to haue praid. 

But th’ Altare, on the which this Image staid, 
Was (0 great pitie) built of brickie clay, 

Tliat shortly the foundation decaid, 500 
With showers of beauen and tempests worne 
away ; 

Then downe it fell, and low in ashes lay. 
Scorned of euerie one, which by it went ; 
Tliat I it seing, dearelie did la^nt. 

3 

Next vnto this a statelie Towre appeared. 
Built all of richest stone, that mi^nt bee found, 
And nigh vnto the Heauens in height vpreared, 
But placed on a plot of sandie ground : 

Not that greatTowre, which issomuchrenownd 

For tongues confusion in holie writ, 5*® 
King Ninus worke, plight be oorapor’d to it. 

But 0 vaine labours of terrestriall wit, 

That buildes so strongHc on so frayle a soylc, 
As with each storrae does fall away, and flit, 
And giues the fruit of all your trauailes toyk, 
To be the pray of Tyme,and Fortunes spoyke 
I saw this Towre m\ aodomlie to ddst, 

That nigh with griefe thereof my ^ 
bnist. 
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Then did I see & plemtt Fkndixe» 

Fall sweete flowresand duntiestdeli(:hu, 520 
Such as on earth man could not more deuise, 
With pleasures choyoe to feed his cheerefuU 
sprijhts ; 

Not t&t, whidi Merlin by his Magidrn slights 
Made for the gentle squire, to entertaine 
His fayre MphoAe, could this gardine staine. 
But 0 short pleasure bought with lasting paine, 
Why will hereafter ante nesh delight 
In earthlie blis, and ioy in pleasures vaine, 
Since that 1 sawe this gardine wasted quite, 
That where it was scarce seemed anic sight ? 530 
That I, which once that bcautie did bcholde, 
Could not from teares my melting eyes with- 
bolde. 4 

Soone aker this a Giaunt came in place, 

Of wondrous power, and of exceeding stature, 
That none durst vewe the horror of his face, 
Yet was hemildeof spe^, and mecke of nature. 
Not he, which in despight of his Creatour 
With railing teannes defied the lewish hoast, 
Might with this mightie one in hugenes boast. 
For from the one he could to th’othcr coast, 540 
Stretch his strong thighes, and th'Occacan 
ouerstride, 

And rcatch his hand into hb enemi« howt. 
But sec the end of porape and fleslilic pride ; 
One of his fecte vnwares from him did slide, 
That ^wne hce fell into the deepc Abbse, 
Where drownd with him b all hb earthlie blissc. 

5 

TTicn did I sec a Bridge, made all of goldc, 
Ouer the Sea from one to other side, 
Withouten prop or pillour it t’vpholde, 

But like the coulored Rainbowe arched wide : 
Not that great Arche, which Trmn edifide, 551 
To be a wonder to all age ensuing, 

Was matchable to this in equall vewing. 

Bmt (ah) what bootes it to see earthlie thing 
In glorie, or in greatnes to excell, 

time doth greatest things to ruine bring ? 
This goodlie bridge, one foote not fastened well, 
Gun faile, and all the rest downe short lie fell, 
Ne of so brauc a building ought remained, 5^9 
That griefe thereof my spirite greatly poinw. 

6 

I saw two Beares, as white as anie milke, 
Lying together in a mi^tie caue, 

CM milde aspect, and hture as soft as silke, 
That saluage nature seemed not to haue. 

Nor after greerhe spoyle of blood to craue : 
Two faireiMasts nugnt not elswhcre be found, 

Altbcaightheoaoipast world wercsou^ 
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But what can long abide tboue thb ground 
In state of blis, or stedbist happineue ? 

The Caue, in i^ch these Beares lay sleeping 
sound, 5fo 

Was but earth, and with her owne weightinesse 

r tbem fell, and did vnwares oppresse, 
for great sorrow of their sudden fate, 
Henceforth all worlds felidtie I hate. 

^ Much was I troubled in my heauie spright, 

At sight of these sad spectacles forepast, 

Tliat all my senses were bereaued quight, 

And I in minde remained sore agast, 

Distraught twixt fcare and niiie ; when at last 
I heard a voyce, which loudly to me called, edo 
That with the suddein shrill 1 was a^^Ura. 
Behold (said it) and by ensample see, 

That all is vaniiie and griefe of minde, 

Nc other comfort in thb world can be. 

But hof)c of heauen, and heart to God inclindc ; 
For all the rest must needs be left behinde: 
With that it bad me, to the other side 
To cast mine eye, where other sights I spidc. 

i 

I % Vpon that famous Riueri further shore, 

There stood a snowic Swan of hcauenly hiew, , 
And gentle kinde , as euer Fowlc afore ; 591 

A fairer one in all the goodlie criew 
Of white Strimnian brood might no man view : 
There he most sweetly sung the prophede 
Of hb owne death in dolcfull Elegic. 

At lost, when all his mourning melodie 
He ended had, that both the shores resounded. 
Feeling the fit that him forewamd to die, 

With loftie flight aboue the earth he bounded, 
Andoulof sight lohighesthcaucnmount^: 600 
Where now he is become an licaucnly signe ; 
There now the ioy is his, here sorrow miiie. 

2 

Whilest thus 1 looked, loe adownc the Lee, 

I sawc an Harpe stroong all with siluer twyne. 
And made of goldc and cost he yuorie. 
Swimming, that whilomc seemed to haue been 
The harpe, on which Dan Orpheus was scene 
Wyldc beasts and forrests after him to lead, 
But was th' Harpe of PhilisuUs now dead. 

At length out of tlie Riucr it was reard 6to 
And borne aboue the cloudcs to be diuin'd, 
Whilst all the way roost beaucnly noyie was 
heard 

Of the strings, stirred with the warbling irttKl, 
That wr^ht both ioy and sorrow in my mind : 
^ now inbeauen a signe it doth appeare, 

The Harpe well knownc betide the Nortben^, 
Beare. 
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Soone after this I saw on th'other side, 

A curious Coffer made of Hehen wood, 

That in it did most precious treasure hide, 
Exceeding all this b^r worldes good : 620 

Yet through the ouerflowing of the flood 
It almost drowned was, and done to nought, 
That sight thereof much grieu’d my pensiue 
thought. 

At length when most in p)erill it was brought, 
Two Angels downe descending with swift flight, 
Out of the swelling streame it lightly caught, 
And twixt their blessed armes it carried quight 
Aboue the reach of anie lining sight : 

So now it is transform’d into that starrc. 

In which all heauenly treasures locked are. 630 

4 

Looking aside I saw a stately Bed, 

Adorned all with costly cloth of gold. 

That might for anie Princes couche be red. 
And deckt with daintie flowres, as if it shold 
Be for some bride, her ioyous night to hold : 
Therein a goodly Virgine sleeping lay ; 

A fairer wight saw neuer sununers day. 

I heard a voyce that called farre away 
^ And her awaking bad her quickly dight, 

For lo her Bridegrome was in readie ray 640 
To come to her, and seeke her loues delight : 
With that she started vp with chcrefull sight. 
When suddeinly both bed and all was gone. 
And I in languor left there all alone. 


Still as I gazed, I beheld where stood 
A Knight all arm’d, vpon a winged steed. 

The same that was bred of Mediisaes blo^, 
On which Dan Perseus borne of heauenly seed. 
The faire Andromeda from perill freed : 

Full mortally this Knight ywounded was, 650 
That streames of bloc^ foorth flowed on the 
gras. 


Yet was he deckt (small ioy to him alas) 

With manie garlands for his victories, 

And with rich spoyles, which latehedid purchas 
Through braucatcheiuements from his enemies; 
Fainting at last through ItHig infirmities. 

He smote his steed, that straight to heauea 
him bore. 

And left me here his losse for to deplore. 

6 

Lastly I saw an Arke of purest golde 
Vpon a brazen pi Hour standing hie, 6(x) 
Which th’ashes seem’d of some great Prince to 
hold, 

Enclosde therein for endles memorie 
Of him, whom all the world did glorifie : 
Seemed the heauens with the earth did disagree, 
Wliether should of those ashes keeper bee. 

At last me seem’d wing footed Mercurie, 

From hcauen descending toappease their strife, 
The Arke did beare with him aboue the skie, 
And to those ashes gaue a second life, 

To Hue in heauen, where happines is rife : 670 
At which the earth did grieue exceedingly, 

I And I for dole was almost like to die. 

j VEnvoy, 

Immortall spirite of PhilisideSf 
Which now art made the heauens ornament, 
That whilome wast the worlds chiefst riches ; 
Glue leaue to him that lou’de thee to lament 
His losse, by lacke of thee to heauen hent. 
And with last duties of this broken verse, 
Broken with sighes, to decke thy sable Herse. 

And ye faire Ladie th’honor of your dales, 680 
And glorie of the world, your high thoughts 
scorne ; 

Vouchsafe this mohiment of his last praise, 
With some few siluer dropping teares t’adome : 
And as ye be of heauenlic off spring borne. 

So vnto heauen let your high minde aspire, 
And loath this drosse of sinfull worlds desire. 


FINIS. 
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C0MPLAINT&; 


TO THE RIGHT HONORABLE 
the Ladie Strange. 


M Ost braue and noble Ladie, the things that 
make ye so much honored of the world as 
ye bee, are such^ as {mthoiU my simple lines 
tesiimonie) are throughlie knowen to all men; 
namely^ your excellent beaulie, your vertuous 
behauioTf and your noble match with that most 
honourable Lord the verie Pateme oj right 
Nobtliiie : Bui the causes for which ye haue thus 
deserued of me to be honoured {if honour it be at 
all) are, both your particular bounties, and also 
some ^iuate bands of affinitie, which it hath 
pleased your Ladtship to acknowledge. Of which 
whenas I found my selfe in no pari worthie, 
I deuised dtis last slender meanes, both to inti- 


mate my humble ajfection to your Ladtship oni 
also to make the same vmuersalhc knotoen to the 
world ; that by honouring you they might know 
me, and by knowing me they migki honor you. 
Vouchsafe, noble Lady, to accept this simple 
remembrance, ihogh not worthy of your self, yet 
such, as perhaps by good acceptance therof, ye 
may hereafter cull out a more meet and meim- 
able eutdence of your own excellent deserts. So 
recommending the same to your Ladiskips good 
liking, I humbly lake leaue. 

Your La: humbly cuer, 

Ed.Sp. 


The Teares of the Muses. 


R Ehearse to me ye sacred Sisters nine, 

The golden brpod of great Apolloes wit, 
Those piteous plaints and sorrowfull sad tine, 
VVhich late ye powred forth as ye did sit 
B«ide the siluer Springs of Heltcone, 

Making your musick ofhart-breaking mone. 

For since the time tliat Phoebus foolish sonne 
Ythundered tlirough Joues auengcfull wrath, 
For trauersing the charret of the Sunne 
Beyond the compassc of his pointed path, lo 
Of you his mournfull Sisters was lamented, 
Sudimournfulhuneswereneuer since inuented. 

Nor since that faire Calliope did lose 

Her loued Twinnes, the dcarlings of her ioy. 

Her Palici, whom her vnkindly foes 

The fatal 1 Sisters, did Jor spight destroy, i 

Whom all the Muses did Ix^waile long space ; | 

Was euer haird such wayling in this place. | 

For all -their which with the heauenly 
. noyses 19 

thcir»weeteinstruments were wont to sound. 
And th'hcdfew hills, from which their siluer voyces 
Were wont redoubled Echoes to rebound. 

Did now rebound with nought but rufull cries, 
yelling shrielu throwne vp into the skies 
lUe trembling streames which wont in dianels 
deare v 

To romble gently downe with murmur soft, 

• And were by them right tuneful 1 taught to bcarc 
' A Bases port amongst fheir oons^ oft ; 


Now forst to ouerHowe with brackish teares, 
With troublous noyse did dull their daintic 
eares. 30 

Tl\e ioyous Nymphes and lightfoote Faeries 
VVhich lliether came to heare their musick 
sweet, 

And to the measure of their melodies 
Did learne to moue their nimble shilling fecte ; 
Now hearing them so heauily lament, 

Like heauily lamenting from them went. 

And all that els was wont to worke delight 
Through the diuine infusion of their skill, 
And all that els seemd faire and fresh in sight. 
So made by nature for to serue their will, 4° 
Was turned now to disraall heauinesse, 

Was turned now to dreadfull vglinesse. 

Ay me, what thing on earth that all thing 
breeds, 

Might be the cause of so impatient plight ? 
Wliat furie, or what feend with felon deeds 
Hath stirred vp so miscliieuous despight ? 
Can griefe then enter into heauenly harts^ 
And picioe immortall breasts with mortall 
smarts? 

Vouchsafe ye then, whom onely it concemes, 
To me those secret causes to display ; 5 ® 

For none but you, or who of you it lounes, 
Can rightfully arcad so dolefull lay. 

Begin, thou eldest Sister of the crew, 

And kt the rest in order thee ensem ^ 
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Clio. 

Heare thou great Father of the Gods on hie 
That most art dreaded for thy thunder darts: 
And thou our Syre that raignst in Casialie 
And mount Pamasse, the God of goodly Arts : 
Heare and behold the miserable state 
Of vs thy daughters, dolefull desolate. 6o 

Behold the fowle reproach and open shame, 
The which is day by day vnto vs wroiight 
By such as hate the honour of our name, 

The foes of learning, and each gentle thought ; 
They not contented vs thcmselues to scorne, 
Doo seeke to make vs of the world forlorne. 

Ne onely they that dwell in lowly dust, 

'Hie sonnes of darknes an<l of igiioraunce ; 

But they, whom thou great hue by doome 
vniust 

Didst to the typeof honour earst aduaunce ; 70 
Tlicy now puft vp with sdcignfull insolence, 
Despise the brood of blessed bapicnce. 

The sectaries of my celestial 1 skill, 

That wont to be the worlds chicfe ornament, 
And learned ImjX's that wont to shooic vj) still. 
And grow cO hight of kingdomes goucrnincnt 
Tliey vnderkeep.and with their spredding armes 
Doo beat their buds, that perish through their 
harines. 

It most behoues the honorable race 
Of mightic Pecres, true wisedomc to sustainc, 
And with their noble countenaunce to gr.ice 81 
The learned forheads, without gifts or g.iine : 
Or rather learnd thcmselues behoues to bee ; 
Tliat is the girlond of Nobilitie, 

But (ah) all otherwise they doo esteeme 
Of th’hcauenly gift of wi«domcs influence, 

And to be learned it a base thing deeme ; 

Base minded they that want intelligence : 

For God himselfe for wisedome most is praised, 
And men to God thereby are nighest rai^-ed. 90 

But they doo onely striuc themselues to raise 
Through pompous pride, and PnAish vanitie ; 

In th’eyes of people they put all their praise, 
And onely beast of Armes and Aunccstric : 

But vertuous deeds, which did those Armes first 
giuc^ 

To their Grandsyres, they care not to atchiuc. 

80 I, that doo all noble fcates professe 
To register, and sound in trump of gold ; 
Dirough their bad dooings, or base slothful- 
nesse, 

Finde nothing worthie to be writ, or told : 100 
For better farre it were to hide their names, 
Than telling them to blazon out their blames. 
SPENSER I 


So shall succeeding ages haue no light 
Of things forepasi, nor monimenis of time, 
And all iliat in this world is woritue hight 
Shall die in darknesse, and lie hid in slime ; 
Therefore I mourne with deep harts sorrowing, 
Because I nothing noble luue to smg. 

With tlul she raynd such stoie of streaming 
Icarcs, 

'Hut could haue nude a stonir lu-art to wt^p, 
Andallher Si>tcrs rent llicirgoldrii lie.ires, ui 
And lluMr faire faces with salt hununir sleep. 
.Soendai shi'C : and llien the next anew, 
Bt'gan her grieuous plaint as doth cusew. 

Melfwmrne. 

0 who shall jKtwTc into my swollen eyes 
\ se.i of tcares that iiruer in.iy Ik* dr) Jc, 

A brasen voice tlut nuv with sliriliing cryes 
Purtc the dull heauens and fill the aver wu'i . 
And yrt>n srUs tlut •'iglniig may endure, 1 10 
To wade the wretehednes of w'orld impure f 

Ah wretched world the den of witkedncssi, 
lA'formd w'lth lillli and fowle iiiii|iiilie ; 

Ah wretcliid world tin. Iioum oI IxauiiicsM 
Pild with the wreaks of mortal! imstrie ; 

All wrctrlud world, and all that is tlurein 
The vassals of Gmls wrath, and slaucs of vm 

Most miserable creature vndcr sky 
Man without vn<Krsianding doth ap|X‘are , 

For all tins worlds .iIIIk iiori hr tlanby, 

And Fortunes Ireakts is wistly taiigli! l(. 

bearc : 1 .^c 

Of wntchcfl life tlir ondv ioy shre is, 

And th’oiily toinforl in oilarnilics. 

.She armes the hr* ->1 with constant patienu , 
Against the biller tlirtiwcs of dolours (Jails 
.She sol.u'cth wnh rules of .Sar'iemc 
llic gentle minds, m midst of worldlic smarts ; 
WJiui he IS s;id, slice socks to mak( him merit, 
And doth refrtsli his spnghts when tiny be 
wtric. 

But he that is of reasons skill bereft, 

And wants the Mafic of wiscdomt him to May, 
Is like a ship in midst of temjiost hdl 141 
Withoutcn licirnc or Pilot her to sway, 

Full sad and drcadfull is tlial ‘•hi[)s ruerit ; 

.So is the man that wants intendiment. 

Wide then d(K) foolish men much despize 
The precious store of this cclestiall riches ? 
Why doo they banish vs, that |»tromrc 
TTie name of learning? Most vnhappk 
wretches, 

The which lie drowned in d(»ep wrctchednr 
Yet doo not see their owne vnhappinei. 1 5c 
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My part it is and my professed skill 
Stage with Tragick busldii to adome. 

And fill the Scene with plaint and outcries 
shril 

Of wretched persons, to misfortune borne 
But none more tragick matter I can finde 
Than this, of men depriu’d of sense and minde. 

For all mans life me seemes a Tragedy, 

Full of sad sights and sore Catastrophees ; 

First commine to the world with weeping eye, 
Where all his dayes like dolorous Trophees, i6o 
Are heapt with spoyles of fortune and of feare, 
And he at last laid forth on balefull beare. 

So all with rufull spectacles is fild, 

Fit for Meg^a or Persephone ; 

But I that in true Tragedies am skild. 

The flowre of wit, finde nought to busie me : 
Therefore I mourrie, and pitifully mone, 
Because that mourning matter I haue none. 

Then gan she wofully to waile, and wring 
Her wretched liands in lamentable wise ; 170 
And all her Sisters thereto answering. 

Threw forth lowd shrieks and drene dolefull 
cries. 

So rested she ; and then the next in rew, 
Began her grieuous plaint as doth enscw. 

Thalia, 

Where be the swcete delights of learnings 
treasure. 

That wont with Coraick sock to bcautefie 
The painted Theaters, and fill with pleasure 
The listners eyes, and eares with melodic ; 

In which I late was wont to raine as Queene, 
And maske in mirth with Graces well beseene ? 
0 all is gone, and all that goodly glee, i8x 
Which wont to be the glorie of gay wits 
Is layd abed, and no where now to sec ; 

And in her roome vnseemly Sorrow sits, 

With hollow browes and greisly countenaunce. 
Marring my ioyous gentle dalUaunce, 

And him beside sits vgly Barbarisme 
And brutish Ignorance, ycrept of late 
Out of dredd oarknes of the deep Abysme, 
Where being bredd, he light ana heaucn does 
hate 190 

They in the mindes of men now tyrannize, 
And the faire Scene with rudenes foule disguize. 
All places they with follie haue possest, 

And with vaine toyes the vulgare entertaine 
But me haue banished, with all the rest 
That whilome wont to wait vpon my traine, 
Fine Gounterfesaunce and vnhurtfull Sport, 
Delight and Laughter deckt in seemly sort 


All these, and all that els the Comick Stage 
With seasoned wit and goodly pleasanct 
graced, aoo 

By which mans life in his likest image 
Was linmed forth, are wholly now defaced ; 
And those sweete wits which wont the like to 
frame, 

Are now despizd, and made a laughing game. 

And he the man, whom Nature selfe had made 
To mock her selfe, and Truth to imitate, 

With kindly counter mder Mimick shade, 

Our pleasant Willy, ah is dead of late : 

With whom all ioy and lolly meriment 
Is also deadcd, and in dolour drent. 210 

In stead thereof scoffing Scurrilitie, 

And scornfull Follie with Contempt is crept, 
Rolling in rymes of shameles ribaudrie 
Without regard, or due Decorum kept, 

Each idle wit at will presumes to make, 

And doth the Learned taske vpon him taka 

But that same gentle Spirit, from whose pen 
Large streames of honnie and sweete Necta^ 
flowe, 

Scorning the boldncs of such base-borne men, 
Which (kre their follies forth so rashlie throwe ; 
Doth rather choose to sit in idle Cell, 221 
Than so himselfe to mockerie to sell. 

So am I made the scruant of the manie, 

And laughing stocke of all that list to scomc, 
Not honored nor cared for of anic ; 

But loath’d of losels as a thing forlorne : 
Therefore I mourne and sorrow with the rest 
Vntill my cause of sorrow be redrest. 

Therewith she lowdly did lament and shrike, 
Pouring forth streames of teares abundantly. 
And all her Sisters with compassion like, 231 
The breaches of her singults did supply. 

So rested shee : and then the next in rew 
Began her grieuous plaint, as doth ensew. 

Euterpe, 

Like as the dearling of the Summers pryde, 
Faire Philmele, when winters stormie wrath 
The goodly fields, that earst so gay were dy(k 
In colours diuers, quite despoyM hath, 

All comfortlesse doth hide her chearlesse head 
During the time of that her widowhead : 240 

So we, that earst were wont in sweet accord 
All places with our pleasant notes to fill, 
Whilest fauourable times did vs afford 
Free libertie to chaunt our charmes at will : 
All comfortlesse vpon the bored bow, 

Like wofull Culuers doo sit wayling now. 




THE TEARES OF THE MVSES. 48J 


For Car moretxtter storme than winters stowre 
The beautie of the world hath lately wasted, 
And those frtah buds, which wont so faire to 
flowre, 

HathiDa^quite,and all their blossoms blasted: 
And those yong plants, which wont with fruit 
t’abound, 

Now without fruite or leaues are to be found. 

A stonic coldnesse hath benumbd the sence 
And Uuelie spirits of each liuing wight. 

And dimd with darknesse their intelligence, 
Darknesse more than Cymer^ daylle night ? 
And monstrous error flying in the ayre, 

Hath mard the face of all that scmed fayre. 
Image of hellish horrour, Ignorance, 

Borne in the bosome of the black Ahysst, 260 
And fed with furies milke, for sustenaunce 
Of his wwike infancie, b^ot amisse 
By yawning Sloth on his owne mother Ni^t ; 
So hee his sonnes both Syre and brother hight. 
He armd with blindnesse and with toldnes stout, 
(For blind is bold) hath our fayre light defaced ; 
And gathering vnto him a ragged rout 
Of Fauneszna StUyres, hath our dwellings raced 
And our chast bowers, in which all vertue rained, 
Withbrutishnesseandbeastliefilthhathstained. 

The sacred springs of horsefoot Helicon, 271 
So oft bedeawed with our learned Liyes, 

And speaking streames of pure Casidion, 

The famous witnesse of our wonted praise. 
They trampled haue with tlieir fowle footings 
trade, 

And like to troubled puddles haue them made. 
Our pleasant groues, which planted were with 
paines, 

That with our musick wont so oft to ring, 

And arbors sweet, in whidi the Shepheards I 
swaines . ‘ 

Were wont so oft their Pastoralls to sing, 200 
They haue cut downe and all their pleasaunce 
o^rd, 

That now no pastorall is to bee hard. j 

In stead of them fowle Goblins and Shriekowlcs, 
With fearfull howling do all places fill ; 

And feeble Eccho now laments and howlcs, 

The dreadfull accents of their outcries shnlL 
So all is turned into wildcrnesse, 

Whilest Ignorance the Muses doth oppressc. 
And I whose ioy was earst with Spirit foil 
To teadi the warbli ng pipe to sound “*ljf ^ ^ 
My spirita now dismayd wth sorrow dull, 

Doo mone my miscrie in silena soft. 

Therefore 1 moume and waile incessantly, 

ITU the heau ens afioord me remedy* 


Therewith sbee wayled with exceeding woe 
And pitious lamentatioo did make, 

And aU her sisters seeing her doo loe. 

With equall plaints her sorrowe did partake. 

So rested ihee ; and then the new in rew, 
Began her grieuous plaint as doth ensew. 300 

Terpskh&re. 

Who so hath in the lap of soft delict 
Beene Icmg time fold, and fed with pleasures 
sweet, 

Fearcles through his own fault or Fortunes 
spight, 

To tumble into sorrow and regreet, 

Yf chaunce him fall into calmiiic, 

Findes greater burthen of liis miserte 
So wee that earst in ioyance did abound 
And in the bosome of all blis did sit. 

Like virgin Queenes wi th laurel I garlant^ cround, 
For vertucs meed and ornament of wit, 310 
Sith ignorance our kingdomc did confound. 

Bee now become most wretched wightes on 
ground : 

And in our royal I thrones which lately stood 
In th’hearts of men to rule them carefully, 

He now hath placed his accursed brood, 

By him begotten of fowle infamy ; 

Blind Error, scorncfull Follie, and base Spight, 
Who hold by wrong, that wee should haue by 
right. 

They to the vulgar sort now pipe and sing, 
And make them merne with their fooleries, 320 
They chcreliechauntand rymesat mndon fling, 
The fruitfull sjxiwnc of their ranke fantasies : 
TTicy feede the cares of fwles with flattery, 
And good men blame, and loscls magnify : 

All places they doo with their toyes possessc, 
And raigne in liking of the multitude, 

The schooles they fill with fond newfanglcnessc, 
And sway in Court with pride and rashnes rude ; 
Monpt simple shepheards they do boost their 

And say their musickc matchelb PMus cjuill. 
The noble hearU to pleasures they allure, 33* 
And tell tlicir Prince lliat learning is but vainc, 

I^lircfoldIeslc>uesthcyspotwithUKAlght*lmpur^^ 

And gentle mindes with lewd delights dwtaine; 
Clcrb they to loatlily idlenes entice, 

And fill their booket with diidplme of vice. 

So euery where they rule and lyranniie. 

For their vsurped kingdomes mamtenaunce. 
The whiles we silly Maides, whom they dispiie^ 
And with reprochfuU scornc dbcoimtcDauDce, 
From our owne natiue heritage exiUk, Ml 

Walk through the worU of euery ow rcuiW®. 
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Nor anie one doth care to call vs in, 

Or once vouchsafeth vs to enter taine, 

Vnlesse some one perhaps of gentle kin, 

For pitties sake compassion our paine, 

And yeeld vs some reliefe in this distresse : 

Yet to be so relieu’d is wretchednesse. 

So wander we all carefull comfortlesse, 

Yet none doth care to comfort vs at all ; 350 
So seeke we helpe our sorrow to redresse, 

Yet none vouchsafes to answere to our call : 
Therefore we mourne and pittilcsse complaine, 
Because none lining pitticth our paine. 

With that she wept and wofullie waymented, 
That naught on earth her griefe might iwcifie ; 
And all the rest her dolefull din augmented, 
With shrikes and groanes and gricuous agonie. 
So ended shce : and then the next in rew, 
Began her piteous plaint as doth ensew. 360 

Eralo 

Ye gentle Spirits breathing from aboue, 

Where ye m Venus siluer bowre were bred, 
Thoughts halfe deuine, full of the fire of louc, 
With beawtic kindled and with pleasure fed, 
Which ye now in securitie possessc, 

Forgetfull of your former hcauincbsc : j 

Now change the tenor of your ioyous kiyes, 
With which ye vse your loucs to deific, 

And blazon foorth an carthlic beauties praise, 
Aboue the coinpassc of tlic arclicd skie : 370 

Now change your praises into piteous cries, 
And Eulogies turne into Elegies. 

Such as ye wont whenas those bitter stounds 
Of raging loue first gan you to torment, 

And launch your hearts witli lamentable wounds 
Of secret sorrow and sad languishment, 

Before your Loues did take you vnto grace ; 
Those now renew as fitter for this place 
For 1 that rule in measure moderate 
The tempest of that stormie passion, 380 
And vse to jxunt in rimes the troublous state 
Of Louers life in likest fashion. 

Am put from practise of iny kindlie skill, 
Banisht by those that Loue with leawdnes fill. 
Loue w(mt to be schoolmaster of my skill 
And the deuicefull matter of my song ; 

Sweete Loue deuoyd of villanie or ill. 

But pure and spotles, as at first he sprong 
Out of th’ Almighties bosomc, where he nests; 
From thence infused into mortal 1 brests. 300 
Such high conceipt of that cclcstiall fire, 

The base-borne brood of blindnes cannot gesse, 
Ne euer dare their dunghill thoughts aspire 
Vnto so loftie pitch of perfectnesse, 


But rime at riot, and doo rage in loue ; 

Yet little wote what doth thereto behoue. 

Faire Cytheree the Mother of delight, 
AndQueeneof bcautie, now thou maist go p,ick 
For lo thy Kingdome is defaced quight, 

Thy scepter rent, and power put to wrack , 4a 
And thy gay Sonne, that winged God of Lout, 
May now goe prune his plumes like ruffed Dout 

And yc three Twins to light by Venus brought, 
The sweete companions of the Muses late, 
From whom what euer thing is goodly thought 
Doth borrow grace, the fancie to aggrate ; 

Go beg with vs, and be comf)anions still 
As heretofore of good, so now of ilL 

For neither you nor we shall anie more 
Finde entertainment, or in Court or Schoole 
For that winch was accounted heretofore 411 
The learneds meed, is now lent to the foole, 
He sings of louc, and maketh louing layes, 
And they him hcare, and they him highly 
pr.iysc. 

With that she powred foorth a brackish flood 
Of bitter tearcs, and made exceeding inone ; 
And all her Sisters seeing her sad mood, 

With lowd laments her answered all at one. 
So ended she : and then the next in rew 
Began her gricuous plaint, as doth ensew. 42c 

Calliope 

To whom shall I my cuill case complaine, 

Or tell the angui'^h of my inward smart, 

Sith none is left lo remedie my paine. 

Or deigncs to pitie a perplexed hart ; 

But rather scekes my sorrow to augment 
With fowlc re[)roach, and cruell banishment 
For they to whom I vsed to applie 
Tlie faithful 1 seruice of my learned skill, 

The goodly off-spring of hues progenie, 

That wont the world with famous acts to fill , 
Whose lining praises in hcroick style, 43‘ 
It is mv chiefc profession to compyle. 

They all corrupted through the rust of time, 
Tliat doth all fairest things on earth deface, 
Or through vnnoblc sloth, or sinfull crime, 
That doth degenerate the noble race ; 

Haiie both desire of worthie deeds forlorne. 
And name of learning vtterly doo scorne. 

Ne doo they care to haue the auncestrie 
Of th’old Heroes memorizde anew, 44 <^ 
Nc doo they care that late pos'.eritie 
Should know their names, or speak their praises 
dew : 

But die forgot from whence at first they sprong. 
As they themselues shalbe forgot ere long. 
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What bootes it then to come from glorious 
Forefathers, or to haue been nobly bredd ? 
What oddes twixt Irus and old Inachus, 

Twixt best and worst, when both alike are dcdd ; 
If none of neither mention should make. 

Nor out of dust their memories awake ? 450 

Or who would euer care to doo braue deed, 

Or striue in vertue others to cxccll ; 

If none should yeeld him his deserued meed, 
Due praise, that i^ the spur of dotang well .•* 

For if good were not prai'>td more llun ill, 
None would choose goodnes of liis ownc freewill. 
Therefore the nurse of vertue I am hight. 

And golden Trompet of cternitie, 

Tliat lowly thoughts lift vp to heauens hight, 
And mortall men haue powre to deific : 460 

Bacchus and Hercules I raisd to heaueii, 

And CharlemaiTie, amongst the Starris scauen. 
but now I will my golden Clarion rend, 

And will henceforth immortalize no more : 

Sith I no more finde worlhie to commend 
For prize of value, or for h'arncd lore ; 

For noble Pceres whom I was wont to rai‘'e, 
Now onely seeke for pleasure, nought for praise. 
Their great reuenues all in sumptuous pndc 
They s[x‘nd, that nought to learning they may 
spare ; . . 

And the rich fee which Poets wont diuidc, 

Now Parasites and Sycophants doo share : 
Therefore 1 mourne and cndlcsse sorrow make, 
Both for my selfe and for my Sisters sake 
With that she lowdly gan to wailc and shrike, j 
And from her eyes a sea of teares did powre, | 
And all her sisters with comixission like. 

Did more increase the sharpnes of her showre. 
So ended she : and then the next in row 
Began her plaint, as doth herein ensew. 4bo 

Vrama. 

V\liat wrath of Gotls, or wicked influence 
, Df Starres conspiring wretched men t’afflict, 
Hath powrd on earth this noyous {icstilencc, 
That mortall mindes doth inwardly infect 
With louc of blindncssc and of ignomncc. 

To dwell in darkencssc without soucnance ^ 
VMiat difference twixt man and beast is left, 
Wlicn th’heaucnlic light of know ledge is put out, 
And th’ornaments of wisdome are bereft ? 

Tlien wandreth he in error and in doubt, 490 
Vnweeting of the danger hce is in, 

Through fleshes frailtie and deceipt of sin. 

In this wide world in which they wretenes stray, 
It is the onelie comfort which they haue, 

It is their light, their loadstarre and ihcir day ; 
But hell and dvkenesse and the grisBe gnuo 
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Is Ignorance, the encmic of grace, 

That inindes of men borne Iwauenlic doth 
debace. 

Through knowledge we Ix'hold the workls 
creation, 

How in lus cradle first ho ftMrnl was ; 500 

.\nd iihlge of Naturis cniinmg i^jy'ralit'«\, 

How tilings she formcxl ol a lornu lesse mas ; 

By knowledge wee d<) le.irne our .si^lnes to 
knowc, 

And wli.it to nun, and what to Hod wee owe 
From hence wte inonnl aloft vnto the skie, 

.And l(»oke into the ( liiivl.ill fiinununt, 

There wc Uhold the hi .mens ^nat Ihcriirche, 
The .Sl.irri's pure light, the Split res swilt imiue- 
ni< nt. 

The Spintcs and Intelligmcts fayre, 501) 
And Angtls w.iightmgon th'Alinightjcsciuvrc 
And there, with humble nmide and liigh 
insight, 

Tlulcriull Makers rnnicsttc wee viewe, 

Ills louc, his truth, his glorit . and his might, 

' And nierue more tliiin mortall men can V( w 
I 0 soueraigne 1/ord, O smuraigne luippinesse 
I To like, and ihy men le measurelesse 
I .Such happincs haue they, that doo embrace 
The preiipts of mv licancnlie disfiplinc ; 

But shanu and sorrow and accursed rase 
Haue tlay, that scoinc the whixdc of arts 
diuim, 

And Uinidi me. wliidi do proft-^so the skill 
To nuke men htauenly wise, through humbled 
will 

How (utr yet thev nice dispisc and spight, 

1 fec'dc on swti t (onltnlniint oj my ibought, 
AikI pk.iM. my stlli witii mine uwnc sdle- 
dt light, 

In contdiii.lation (4 tilings hcanenlie wrought 
S>, Itxulnng tarth. 1 h-kr sp to the sky. 

And Ix'ing <lrnun hetut, 1 thither fly. 
llicnce 1 Ixhold the miM rie of men, 

Whidi want the blis that wjstdom would them 

breed, , ^ 

And like brute Ix-.ists d<y) lie in lr«thsomr tkn. 
Of ghostly darkcra-s, and t>l gasthc dreeti 
Forwhom I mouriicand for inyselfc lomplainc, 
And for my Sisters cake whom they diviamc. 
With tlut shec wept and waild m pilyoaslic. 
As if her eyes liad beenc two springing wells 
And all the rest her sorrow to supplic, 

Did throw forth shricb and cries and drecry 
yells. 

So ended shec, and then the next m rew, 
Be^ her nvournfull plaint as doth etwew 540 
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Polyhymnia, 

A ^lefull case desires a dolefull song, 

Without vaine art or curious complements, 
And squallid Fortune into basenes flong, 

Doth scorne the pride of wonted ornaments. 
Then fittest are these ragged rimes for mee, 

To tell my sorrowes that exceeding bee ; 

For the sweet numbers and melodious measures, 
With which I wont the winged words to tie, 
And make a tuneful 1 Diapase of pleasures. 
Now being let to runne at libertie 550 

By those which liaue no skill to rule them right, 
Haue now quite lost their naturall delight. 
Heapes of huge words vphoorded hideously, 
With horrid sound though hauiiig little scnce, 
Tliey thirike to be cliicfe jiraise of Poetry ; 
And thereby wanting due intelligence, 

Haue mard the face of goodly Poesie, 

And made a monster of their fantasic : 

Whilom in ages past none might professe etjo 
^t Princes and high Priests that secret skill, 
ine saCTed lawes therein they wont expresse, 
And with deepe Oracles their verses fill : 

Then was shee held in soueraigne dignitie. 

And made the noursling of Nobilitie. 

But now nor Prince nor Priest doth her main- 
tayne. 

But suffer her prophaned for to bee 

Of the base vulgar, that with hands vrvcieane 

Dares to jxillute her hidden mysterie. 

And treadeth vnder foote hir holie things, 
Which was the care of Kesars and of Kin^. 


One onehe Hues, her ages ornament, ^ 
And myrrour of her Makers maiestie ; 

That with rich bountie and deare cherishment 
Supports the praise of noble Poesie : ' 

Ne onelie fauours them which it professe, 

But is her selfe a peerelcs Poetresse. * 

Most peereles Prince, most peereles Poetresse 
The true Pandora of all heauenly graces 
Diuine Elisa, sacred Emperesse : ^ 

Liue she for euer, and her royall P’laces c8c 
Be lild with praises of diuinest wits, 

That her eternize with their heauenlie writs. 

Some few beside, this sacred skill esteme, 
Admirers of her glorious excellence, 

^ich being lightned with her bcawlies bemc, 
Arc thereby fild with happie influence : 

And lifted vp aboue the worldes gaze, 
lo sing with Angels her immortall praize. 

But all the rest as borne of saluage brood, 
And hauing bcene with Acorns alwaies fed, 
(an no whit fauour this celestiall food, 591 
But with base thoughts are into blindnesse led, 
And kept from looking on the lightsome day : 
For whome I waile and weepe all that I may 

Eftsoones such store of teares she forth did 
powre, 

As if shoe all to water would haue gone j 
And all her sisters seeing her sad stowre,* 

Did weep and waile and made exceedinr 
monc, 

And all their learned instruments did breake, 
The rest, vntold, no louing tongue can speake 


FINIS. 


Virgils Gfiat. 

Long since dedicated 

To the most noble and excellent Lord^ 

the Earle of Leicester, late 
deceased. 


daring to expresse my 

To you i^eat Lord) the causer of my care, 

In clowdie teares my case I thus complaine 
Vnioyour selfe, that onely prime are : 

But if that any Oedipus vnware 
Shall chaunce, through power of some diutnim 
sprighi, ^ 


To reade the secrete of this riddle rare, 

And know the purporte of my eutll plight, 

Lei him rest pleased with his owne insight. 
^e further seeke to glose vpon the text : 

For griefe enough it is to grteued wight 
To feele his fault, and not be further vext. 

But what so by my selfe may not be showed, 
May by this Gnaits compUunt he easily knowen 
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Virgils Gnat, 

W«gw/uj) wantonly 

W Tuning our song vnto a tender Muse 
And like a cobweb wcauing slenderly, ' 


4«7 


Nor trampled with horses fcele, 

mien Hocking Pn^am did the Grrtks uIImn 
but rny soft Muse, as lor her jxiwer more meett ! 
Delights (with Phabus Iriendiv haue) to j^Imv 
A n easic running verse mth tender lirte 


wiTiiuing sicnacriy, I . , . v ^ jeru* 

Haue onely playde : let thus much then excuse i i 

This Gnats small Poeme, that tii’wholc historv -n liglitsonic glorv striuc. 

Is but a iest, though enuie it abuse ; ^ I "^'tlds emlles ages to suruiue. 

But whosucl*sportsand sweet dclightsdothblame, ’ an happie roomc reinaino for tlue 

bhall lighter seeme than this Gnats idle name. . -'l^’^gst )ic-autnl\ ranks, hi n blissed s<)ul(‘ do 
Hereafter, when as season more secure I / ’ 

Shall bring forth fruit, this Muse shall speak to ’ V"^ ghe, 

thee * A.,!... .1 , . 

In bigger notes, that may thy sense allure. 

And for thy worth frame some fit Poe^it, 

The golden offspring of Utona pure, 

And ornament of great lom progenie, 

Pha'bus sliall be the author of my song, 

Playing on yuorie harp with silucr stiong. 

He shall inspire my verse uith gentle iikkkI 
Of Poets Prince, ^^hether he \Noon lx side •'*' 

Faire sprincled with Chwurras hhuxi ; ! •‘‘^'^'hdl d.irkms now li.id )uit to flight, 

Or in the woods of Aslery abide ; 20 sc( mg day ap[HMt( . 70 

Or whereas mount Parnasse, the Muses br(KH], i k>‘'> driue om (.f then stall', 

Doth his broad forhead like two homes diuide,’ ' abrofid, whire jM^ture l)est Ixdalh 

And the u^-nme r,( i i mouiitanics ti»]» he with them w< nt. 

I Where ihn kiM gr.L'-se didJoaili the f.jxii hill' 
rihiy now amongst the winds and tliiiku^ 

I ment, 

] Now in till valliKS wandnng ut thiir will*, 

1 ^pnad thinisJuis f.irn abruid through i.iih 
' di scent r 


As thy due meidc that thou ih>xruevl U-t. do 
, Hereafter m.my veares rrriKnibrid K’ 

! Amongst good imn.of whom thou oft an bliM . 

j lain* thou for euer in all liapjuiiessc : 

^ but let \s turne to our first businessc. 

I rile fiery Sun was mnuntid now on lught 
j \j)toth< luaiaiily tmMr\aii(Mii.( i.iih whin 
I Out of his go!d( n ( h.iri t glntirmg light , 

I And U\iv Aurofa with her losn luare, 


And the sweete waucs of soimdnig Castaly 
With liquid foote doth slide downe e.isily 
Wlierefore ye Sisters which the gloric bee 
Of the Ptertun streamer, fa) re Nauidts, 

Go loo, and dauncing all in companie, 

Adorne that God: and thou hohe Pales, 

To wliome the honest care of huslwndrie 
Rcturneth by continual 1 succcsse, 

Haue care for to pursue his footing light ; \ — » 

Throgh the wide woods, and groucs, with green * kiinbring througli the hollow i liflesonliv, 
leaues digiit j NibbU the busiiie shrubv,Hlii( li gnmi iheribv. 


30 j grassf feeding ihni 


Professing thee I lifted am aloft 
betwixt the forrest wide and stanie sky : 

And thou most dread (Oclautus) which oft 
To learned wits giuest courage worthily, 

0 come (thou sacred chilcie) come sliding soft, 
And fauour my beginnings graciouslv : 

For not these Icauesdo sing t hat dnudfiillstonnd, 
When Giants bloud did stame Phlrgriran 
ground. 40 

Nor how th’halfe horsy pcojile, Ceniaures hight- 
bought with the bloudie Lapilhaes at bord, 
Nor how the East with tyranous despight 


Others the vtmost Uujghs of trees drx- trop. 
And brouze the woeKibme iwiggi^s, timl fredily 
I bud ; ^2 

I 'Flus with full bit doth catdi tlic vtmost top 
■ Of soine soft Willow, or mw grow in stud ; 

I Hiis with sharjic teeth the bramble l<*mK‘> doth 
I lop. 

And ihaw the tender priekhs in liir Cud ; 

The whiles anollier high doth caurloiiki 
'Her owne like nruige in a ihri'.tall brrx^ke. 

' 0 the great happines, whuh shepheards haue, 
WTio so leothes not too much the pxirc estate, 


uuw ine rakst wiin tyranous despight >>ho so leothes not too much the pxirc estate 
burnt XhiAUick towres, and jieoplc slew with With minde that ill vse doth lx fore depraue, 
sword ; ! Nt meamires all thin(T« hv flip rtullv rafp 


sword , 

Nor how memiiiAthos through exceeding might 
Was digg^ downe, nor yron bonds abord 
PorUick sea by their huge Nauy cast, 

My volume shall renowne, so long since past. 


NT measures all things by the ciistlv rate 93 
Of notise, and wmblants outward braue ; 

No such sad cares, a.s wont to macerate 
And rend the greedie mindes of couetous men, 
Do euer creepe in»n the shq>heards den 
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Ne cares he if ttie fleece, which him arayes, 

Be not twice steeped in Assyrian dye, 

Ne glistering of goldc, which vnderlayes 99 
The summer beames, doe blinde his gazing eye. 
Ne pictures beautie, nor the glauncing rayes 
Of precious stones, whence no good commeth by ; 
Ne yet his cup embost with Imagery 
Of Baius or of Alcons vanity. 

Ne ought the whellcy pearles csteemeth hee, 
Which are from Indian seas brought far away : 
But with pure brest from careful! sorrow free, 
On the soft grasse his limbs doth oft display, 

In sweete spring time, when flowres varietie 
With sundrie colours paints the sprincled lay; 
There lying all at ease, from guile or spight, 1 1 1 
With pype of fennie reedes doth him delight. 
There he. Lord of himselfe, with palme bedight. 
His looser locks doth wrap in wreath of vine : 
There his milk dropping Goats be his delight, 
And fruitefull Poles, and the forrtst greene. 
And darkesome caues in pleasaunt vallies pight. 
Whereas continuall shade is to be scene, 

And where freshspringing wells, aschristallneate. 
Do alwayes flow, to quench his thirstie heate. 

0 who can lead then a more happie life, lai 
Than he, that with cleane minde and heart sincere. 
No greedy riches knowes nor bloudie strife, 

No deadly fight of warlick fleete doth feare, 

Ne runs in perill of foes cruell knife. 

That in the sacred temples he may reare 
A trophee of his glittering spoyles and treasure. 
Or may abound in riches aooue measure. 

Of him his God is worshipt with his sythe, 

And not with skill of craftsman polished : 130 
He ioyes in groues, and makes himselfe full 
blythe. 

With sundrie flowers in wilde ficldes gathered ; 
Ne frankincens he from Panchcea buyth, ! 
Sweete quiet harbours in his harmeles head, j 
And perfect pleasure buildes her ioyous bowre. 
Free from sad cares, that rich mens hearts 
deuowre. 

This dl his ewe, this all his whole indeuour 
To this his minde and senses he doth bend, 
Etm he may flow in quiets matchles treasour. 
Content with any food that God doth send ; 
And how his limbs, resolu’d through idle leisour, 
Vnto sweete sleepe he may securely lend, 142 
In some coole shadow from the scorching heat, 
The whiles his flock their chawed cuds do eate. 
0 flocks, 0 Faunes, and 0 ye pleasaunt springs 
Of Tmfi, where the countrey Nymphs are rife, 
Through whose not costly care each shepheard 
sings 

As merrie notes vpon his rusticke Fife, 


As that Ascreean bard, whose fame now rings 
Through the wide world, and leads as iDyhilllife, 
Free from all troubles and from worlclly toyle, 
In which fond men doe all their dayes turmoyle. 
In such delights whilst thus his carelesse time 
This shepheard driues, vpleaning on his batt, 
And on shrill reedes chaunting his rustick rime, 
Hyperion thi owing foorth his beames full hott, 
Into the highest top of heauen gan clime, 

And the world parting by an equall lott, 

Did shed his whirling flames on either side. 

As the great Ocean doth himselfe diuide. 160 
Then gan the shepheard gather into one 
His stragling Goates,and draue them to a foord, 
Whose caerule streame, rombling in Rble stone, 
Crept vnder mosse as greene as any goord. 
Now had the Sun halfe heauen ouergone. 
When he his heard back from that water foord, 
Draue from the force of Pheehus boyling ray. 
Into thick shadowes, there themselues to lay. 
Soone as he them placM in thy sacred wood 
(0 Delian Goddesse) saw, to which of yore 
Came the bad daughter of old Cadmus brood, 
Cruell Aeaue, flying vengeance sore 173 
Of king Nicttleus for the guiltie blood, 

Wliich she with cursed hands had shed before ; 
There she halfe frantick hauingslainehersonne, 
Did shrowd her selfe like punishment to shonne. 
Here also playing on the grassy greene, 
Woodgods, and Satyres, and swift Dryades, 
With many Fairies oft were dauncing scene. 
Not so much did Dan Orpheus represse, 180 
The streames of Hehrus with his songs I weene, 
As that faire troupe of woodie Goddesses 
Staled thee, (0 Peneus) po wring foorth to thee, 
From cheereful lookes, great mirth and glad- 
some glee. 

The verie nature of the place, resounding 
With gentle murmure of the breathing ayre, 
A pleasant bowre with all delight abounding 
In the fresh shadowe did for them prepayre, 
To rest their limbs with wearines rwounding. 
For first the high Palme trees with braunches 
faire, 190 

Out of the lowly vallies did arise. 

And high shoote vp their heads into the skyes. 
And them amongst the wicked Lotos grew. 
Wicked, for holding guilefullv away 
Vlysses men, whom rapt with sweetenes new, 
Taking to hoste, it quite from him did stay, 
And eke those trees, in whose transformed hew 
TheSunnes sad daughters waylde the rash decay 
Of Phaeton, whose limbs with lightening rent, 
They gathering vp, with sweete teares did 
lament. 300 
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And that sain^ tree, in wbidi Dfnufphom, 

By his disloyalty lamented sorei 
Eternal! burte Idt vnto manv ohe : 

Whom aU accompanied the Okf, of yore 
Through fatall ch^es transfoixnd to such an 
one: 

The Oke, whose Acomes were our foode, before 
That Ceres seede of mortall men were knowne, 
Which first Tripioleme taught how to be sownc. 
Here also grew the rougher rinded Pine, 

The great Argoan ships braue ornament aio 
Whomgoldcn Fleeccdid make an heauenly signe; 
Which coueting, with his high tops extent, 

To make the raountaincs touch thestarresdiuine, 
Decks all the forrest with embellishment, 

And the blacke Holme that loues the watrie vale, 
And the sweete Cypresse, signe of deadly bale. 
Emongst the rest the clambring Yuie grew, 
Tvnitting his wanton armes with grasping hold, 
Least that the Poplar happely should rew 
Her brothers strokes, whose boughes she doth 
enfold 320 

With her lythe twigs, till they the top survew, 
^d paint with pallid greene her buds of gold. 
Next did the Myrtle tree to her approach, 

Not yet vnmindfull of her olde reproach. 

But the small Birds in their wide boughs cm- 
bowring, 

Chaunted their sundrie tunes with sweete con- 
sent, 

And vnder them a silucr Spring forth powring 
His trickling streames, a gentle murmurc sent ; 
Thereto the frogs, bred in the slimic scowring 
Of the moist moores, their iarring voyces bent : 
And shrill grashoppers chirped them around : 
All which the ayrie Echo did resound. 233 
In this so pleasant place this Sh^cards flockc 
Lay euerie where, their wearie limbs to rest, 
On euerie bush, and euerie hollow rockc 
WTiere breathe on them the whistling wind 
mote best ; 

1 The whiles theShepheard self tendinghisstockc, 
I Sate by the fountaine side, in shade to rest, 
VVhere gentle slumbring sleep oppressed him, 
Displaid on ground, and seiid euerie lim. 340 
Of trccherie or traines nought tooke he keep, 
But looslic on the grassic greene dispredd, 

His dearest life did trust to careles sleep ; 
Which weighing down hisdroupingdrowsiebedd, 
In quiet rest his molten heart did steep, 
Deuoid of care, and feare of all falsh^ : 

not inconstant fortune, bent to ill, 

Bid strange mischance bis quietnes to spill. 
Fof at hts wonted time in that same plaw 349 
An huge great Serpent all with speckles pide, 
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To drench himseUe in moorish slime did trace, 
There fr^ the boyling heate hunselfe to hide : 
He passing by with rolhog wreatlied naoe, 
Withbrandisht tongue the cmpiieairedidgride. 
And wrapt hisscahe bought h iih fell despight, 
'fhat ail things seem'd appalled at his sight. 
Now more and more hauing himsclfe enrolde, 
His glittering breast he hiteth vp on hie, 

And with proud vaunt his hcudalult doth holde; 
Ilis crestc aboue spotted with purple die, 360 
On euerie side did sliiiie like scalie goldc, 

And his bright eyes glauncing full dreadfulhe, 

I Did seeme to flame out flakes of flashing fyre, 

I And with sterne lookes to Uireaten kindlid yre. 
Thus wise long time he did himsclfe disfioce 
There round alwut , when as at last he spide 
Lying along before him in that place, 

That flocks grand Captainc, and most tnistie 
guide; 

Ellsooncs more fierce in visage, and in pace, 
Tlirowing his firic eyes on euerie side, 270 
He commeth on, and all tilings in his way 
FulUtcarnly rends, that mighlhis ixispigc slay. 
Much he disdaines, that anie one should dare 
I To come vnto his haunt ; for which intent 
He inly burns, and gins straight to prciure 
The weapons, winch Nature to him naili lent ; 
Fcllie he hisseth, and doth fiercely stare, 

And hath his iawes with anmie spirits rent, 
'Dial all his tract with bloudic dro|» is stained, 
And ail his foldcs arc now in Icngtii outst rained. 
Whom thus at }x)int prepared, to preuent, 

A litle noursliiig of the humid ayre, 38} 
A Gnat vnto the slccpie Shepheard went, 

And marking where his ey-hds twinckling rare, 
Shcwdthctwopcarlrs,whirhRightvntohimlent^ 
llirough their thin couerin^ apjxaring fayre, 
His little needle there infixing deep, 

Warnd him awake, from death himselfc to keep. 
Wherewith enrag’d, he fiercely gan vpsiart, 
And with his hand him ntshlv bruring, slewe 
As in auengement of his hccdles smart, 291 
That streignt the spirits out of his sensei flew, 
And life out of his members did depart ; 

When suddenly casting aside his vew, 

He spide his foe with fclonoui intent, 

And feruent eyes to his destruction bent. 

All suddenly ismaid, and hartks quight, 

He fled abacke, and catching haslie holde 
Of a yong alder hard beside him piglit, 299 
It rent, and streight about him pan behddc, 
God or Fortune wtaild lawst his migfht 
But whether God or Fortune made him bold 
Its bard to read i yet bardie will he had 
To ouetcome, that made him leme adnd. 
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The scalie backe of that most hideous snake 
Enwrapp^ round, oft faining to retire, 

And ott him to assaile, he fiercely strake 
Whereas his temples did his creast-front tyre ; 
And for he was but slowc, did slowth of! shake. 
And gaiing ghastly on (for feare and yre 310 
Had blent so mudi his sense, that lesse he feard ;) 
Yet when ^ saw him slaine, himselfe he cheard. 

By thisthe night forth from the darksomebowre 
Of Herdnts her teemed steedes ran call, 

And laesie Vesper in his timely nowre 
From golden Oeta gan proceeae withall ; 
Whenas the Shepheard after this sharpe stowre, 
&ing the doubled shadowes low to fall, 
(fathering his straying flocke, does homeward 
fare. 

And vnto rest his wearie ioynts prepare. 320 
Into whose sense so soonc as lighter slcepe 
Was entered, and now loosing euerie lim, 
Sweete slurabring deaw in carelesnesse did 
steepe. 

The Image of that Gnat appeard to him, 

And in sad tcarmes gan sorrowfully weepe, 
With greislie countenaunce and visage grim, 
Wailing the wrong which he had done of late, 
In steed of good l^tning his cruell fate. 

Said he, what haue I wretch deseru’d, that thus 
Into this bitter bale 1 am outcast, 330 
Whilest that thy life more deare and precious 
Was than mine owne, so long ds it did last ? 

I now in lieu of poincs so gracious, 

Am tost in th’ayre with euerie windie blast : 
Thou safe deliuered from sad decay, 

Thy careles limbs in loose sleep dost display. 

So liuest thou, but my poore wretched ghost 
Is forst to ferric ouer Lelhes Riuer, 

And spoyld of Charon too and fro am tost. 
Seest thou, how all places quake and quiuer 340 
Lightned with deadly lamps on euerie post ? 
Tmphone each where doth shake and shiuer 
Her flaming fire brond, encountring me. 
Whose lockes vneombed cruell adders be. 

And CerhernSt whose many mouthes doo bay, 
And barke out flames, as if on fire he fed ; 
Adowne whose necke in terrible array. 

Ten thousand snakes cralling about his hed 
Doo hang in hcapes, that horribly affray, 

And bloodie eyes doo glister firie red ; 350 

He oftentimes me dreadfullie doth threaten, 
With painfull torments to be sorely beaten. 
Ayme, that thankesso much shouldfaileofmeed, 
For that I thee restor’d to life againe, 
Euenfromthe doore of death and deadlie dreed. 
Where then is now the guerdon of my paine ? 


Where tne reward of my $0 piteous deed ? 

The praise of pitie vanisht is in vaine, 

And th’antique faith of lustice long agone 
Gut of the land is fled away and gone. 360 

I saw anothers fate approaching fast. 

And left mine owne his safetic to tender ; 

Into the same mishap I now am cast. 

And shun’ddestructiondothdestruction render: 
Not vnto him that neuer hath trespost, 

But punishment is due to the offender. 

Yet let destruction be the punishment, 

So long as thankfull will may it relent. 

I carried am into waste wildernessc, 369 
Waste wildernes, amongst Cymerian shades, 
Wliere endlcs paines and hideous hcauinesse 
Is round about me heapt in darksome glades. 
For there huge Olhos sits in sad distresse. 

Fast bound with serpents that him oft inuades ; 
Far of beholding Ephialles tide, 

Which once assai'd to burne this world so wide. 
And there is mournfull Ttlyus mindefull yet 
Of thy displeasure, 0 Laiom faire ; 
Displeasure too implacable was it, 

'Tliat made him meat for wild foulcs of the ayre : 
Much do I feare among such fiends to sit; 381 
Much do I feare back to them to repayre, 

To the black shadowes of the Stygian shore, 
Where wretched ghosts sit wailing euermore. 

There next the vtmost brinck doth he abide, 
That did the bankets of the Gods bewray, 
Whose throat through thirst to nought 
being dride 

His sense to seeke for ease turnes eucry way : 
And he that in auengement of his pride. 

For scorning to the sacred Gods to pray, 390 
Against a mountaine rolls a mightie stone, 
Calling in vaine for rest, and can haue none. 
Go ye with them, go cursed damosells, 

Whose bridale torches foule Erynnis tynde, 
And Hymen at your Spousalls sad, foretells 
Tydings of death and massacre vrikinde : 
With them that cruell Colchid mother dwells, 
The whicli conceiu’d in her reuengcfull minde, 
With bitter woundes her owne dcerc babes to 

And murdred troupes vpon great heapes to lay* 
There also those two Pandionian maides, 4®* 
Calling on i/iy, Itis euermore, 

Whom wretched boy they slew withguiltieblades; 
For whome the Tkracian king lamenting sore, 
Turn’d to a Lapwing, fowlie them vpbmyd«s> 
And fluttering round about them still does sore : 
There now they all eternally complaioe 
Of others wrong, and suffer endlet paine. 


VIRGILS GNAT. 


But the two brethren home of Cadmus blood, 
Whilst each does for the Souersi^ty conteod, 
Blinde through ambition, and with vengeance 
wood, 411 

Each doth against the others bodie bend 
His cursed stcele, of neither wcU withstood, 
And with wide wounds their carcases doth rend ; 
That yet they both doe mortall foes rcmainc, 
Sith with brothers bloudie hand was slaine. 

Ah (wabday) there is no end of paine, 

Nor chaunge of labour may intreated bee : 
Yet I beyond all these am carried fainc, 

other powers farre different I see, 420 
And must posse ouer to th'Eliskn plainc : 
There grim Persephone encountring nice. 

Doth vrge her fellow Furies camestlic. 

With their bright hrebronds me to terrihe. 
There chast Alceste liues inuiolatc, 

Free from all care, for that her husbands dales 
She did prolong by changing fate for fate. 

Lo there Hues also the immortall praise 
Of womankinde, most faithfull to her mate, 
Penelope : and from her farre awayes 430 
A rulesse rout of yongmen, which her woo’d 
All slaine with darts, lie wallowed in their blood. 
And sad Eurydke thence now no more 
Must turne to life, but there detained bee, 

For looking back, being forbid before : 

Yet was the guilt thereof, Orpheus, in thee. 
Bold sure he was, and worthie spirite bore, 
That durst those lowest shadowes goe to see, 
And could belecue that anie thing could please 
Fell Cerberus, or Stygian powres appease. 440 
Ne feard the burning waues of Phle^^eion, 

Nor those same mournfull kingdomes, com* 
passed 

With rustie horrour and fowle fashion. 

And deep digd vawtes, and Tartar couered 
With bloodie night, and darke confusion. 

And iudgement seates, whose ludge is dcadlie 
dred. 

A iudge, that after death doth punish sore 
The bults, which life hath trespassed before. 
But valiant fortune made Dan Orpheus boldc : 
For the swift rurming riuers still did stand, 450 
And the wilde beasts their furie did withhold, 
To follow Orpheus musicke through the land : 
And th’Okesdeepgrounded in the earthly molde 
Did mouc, as if they could him vnderstand ; 
And the shrill woods, which were of sense 
bereau’d, 

Through their hard borke his siluer sound 
receau’d. 

And eke the Moone her hastie tteei^ did stay, 
Drawing in tecmei along the starrie aide, 
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And didst (0 monthly Yirgin) thou delay 
Thy nightly course, to hrarc nis melodie ? 460 
The same was able with like louely lay 
The Queene of hell to moue as easily, 

To yccld Eurydue vnio her fere. 

Bane to be Iwne, tliough it volawfull were. 
She (Ladie) hauing well before approoued, 

The feends to be too cruell and scuerc, 
Obseru’d th’appointcd way, as her behooued, 
Nc cucr did her cy*sighl turne arere, 

Nc euer spake, nc cause of speaking mooued ' 
But cruell Orpheus, thou mucli crueller, 430 
Seeking to kissc her, brok’st the Gods deaee, 
And thereby nuul’st her euer damn’d to be. 

Ah but sweete louc of pardon wortliic is, 

And doth dcserue tohaue small faults remitted ; 
If iieil at least things lightly done amis 
Knew how to pardon, when ought is omitted 
Yet arc ye both recciued into wis, 

And to the seates of haiijiie soulcs admitted. 
And you, beside the honouralilc Ixind 
Of great Heroes, doo in order stand. 480 
There be the two stout sonnes of Aeacus, 
Fierce Pekus, and the hardie Tilamon, 

Both sceminp now full glad and ipyeoui 
Through their Syres dreadful I iuriwiiction, 
Being the ludge of all that horrid lious : 

And both of them by strange ocouion, 
Renown ’d in choyce of happtc marriage 
Through Venus grace, and verlucs cariage. 

For th'nne was rauisht of his owne bondmaidr, 
The faire Ixtcne captiu’d from Troy : 490 

But th’oiher was with Thetis loue awaid, 

Great ^rreus his daughter, and hii ioy. 

On this side them there is a yongman layd, 
Their match in glorie, mightie, and coy ; 
That from ih’Argolick ships, with furious yre , 
Bell back the furic of the Troian fyre. 

0 who would not recount the strong diuorces 
Of that great warre, which Troianes oft behekk , 
And oft bclield the warlike Greckish forces, 49^; 
When Teuerian loyle with bloodie riuers sweJdc, 
And wide Sigtean shores were spred with corief , 
And Stmois and Xanihus blood outwclde, 
Whilst Hector raged with outragious mlndc, 
Flames, wenjxjm, wounds in ureeks fleete to 
haue tynde. 

For Ida lelfe, in ayde of that fierce fight, 

Out of her mountaines ministred supplies, 

And like a kindly nourse, did yeeld (for sptght) 
Store of fifcbronds out of her nourseries, 

Vnto her foster children, that they might 
Inflame the Nauie of their enemies, 510 
And all the Rhekean shore to a^cs tume^ 
Where Uy the ships, wbkh they dklseeketobim. 
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Gainst which the noble sonne of Telamon 
Opposd’ himselfe, and thwarting his huge shield, 
Them battell bad, gainst whom appeard anon 
Eulor, the glorie of the Troian field : 

Both fierce and furious in contention 
Encountred,that their mightie strokes so shrild, 
As the great clap of thunder, which dotli ryue 
The ratling heauens, and cloudes asunder dryue. 

So th’one with fire and weapons did contend 
To cut the ships, from turning home againe 
To Argos, th’other stroue for to defend 
The force of Vulcane with his might and maine. 
Thus th’one Aeacide did his fame extend : 

But th’other ioy’d, that on the Phrygian playne 
Hauing the blood of vanquisht Hector shedd. 
He compost Troy thrice with his bodie dedd. 

Againe great dole on either par tie grewe, 

That him to death vnfaithfull Paris sent, 530 
And also him that false Vlysses slewe, 

Dra wne into danger through c lose am bushmen t : 
Therefore from him Laertes sonne his vewe 
Doth turne aside, and boasts his good euent 
In working of Strymonian Rheesus fall. 

And efte in Dolons subtile surprysall. 

Againe the dreadfull Cycones him dismay, 

And blacke Lestrigones, a people stout : 

Then greedie Scilla, vnder whom there bay 
Manie great bandogs, which her gird about : 
Then doo the Aetnean Cyclops him affray, 541 
And deep Charybdis gulphing in and out : 
Lastly the s^alid lal^s of Tartaric, 

And griesly Feends of hell him terrific. 

There also goodly Agamemnon hosts, 

The glorie of the stock of Tantalus, 

And famous light of all the Greekish hosts, 
Vnder whose conduct most victorious, 

The Dorick flames consum’d the Iliack posts. 
Ah but the Greekes themselues more dolorous, 
To thee, 0 Troy, pmd penaunce for thy fall, 

In ati Hellespont being nigh drowned all. 552 
Well may ap|)care by proofeof their mischaunce, 
The chaungfull turning of mens slipperie state. 
That none, whom fortune freely doth aduaunce, 
Himselfe therefore to heauen should eleuate : 
For loftie type of honour through the glauncc 
Of enuies dart, is downe in dust prostrate ; 
And all that vaunts in worldly vanitie. 

Shall fall through fortunes mutabilitie. 560 
WArgolicke power returning home againe, 
Enricht with spoylcs of tW Ericihonian towre, 
Did happie winde and weather entertaine. 

And with good speed the fomie billowes scowre: 
No sipic of storme, no fcare of future paine, 
Whi^ soonc ensued them with heauie stowre. 


Nereis to the Seas a token gaue. 

The whiles their crooked keeles the surges claue. 

Suddenly, whether through the Gods decree. 
Or haplesse rising of some froward starre, 570 
The heauens on euerie side enclowded bee : 
Black stormes and fogs arc blowenvp from farre. 
That now the Pylote can no loadstarre see. 
But skies and seas doo make most dreadfull 
warre ; 

The billowes striuing to the heauens to reach. 
And th’heauens striuing them for to impeach. 

And in auengement of their bold attempt. 
Both Sun and starres and all the heauenly 
powres 

Conspire in one to wreake their rash contempt. 
And downe on them to fall from highest towres ; 
The skie in pieces seeming to be rent, 581 
Throwes lightning forth, and haile, and harrnful 
showres. 

That death on euerie side to them appeares 
In thousand formes, to worke more ghastly 
feares. 

Some in the greedie flouds are sunke and drent, 
Some on the rocks of Caphareus are throwne ; 
Some on tWEuboick Cliffs in pieces rent ; 

Some scattred on the Hercceanshores vnknowne ; 
And manie lost, of whom no moniment 
Remaines, nor memorie is to be showne : 590 
Whilst all the purchase of the Phrigian pray 
Tost on salt billowes, round about doth stray. 

Here manie other like Heroes bee, 

Equall in honour to the former crue. 

Whom ye in goodly seates may placed see. 
Descended all from Rome by linage due. 

From Rome, that holds the world in souereigntie, 
And doth all Nations vnto her subdue : 

Here Fabij and Dectj doo dwell, 

Horattj that in vertue did excell. 600 

And here the antique fame of stout Camill 
Doth euer Hue, and constant Curtius, 

Who stifly bent his vowed life to spill 
For Countreyes health, a gulph most hideous 
Amidst the Towne with his owne corps did fill, 
T’appease the powers ; and prudent Mutius, 
Who in his flesh endur’d the scorching flame, 
To daunt his foe by ensample of the same. 
And here wise Curius, companion 
Of noble vertues. Hues in endles rest ; 610 

And stout Flaminius, whose deuotion 
Taught him the fires scorn’d furic to detest ; 
And here the praise of either Scipion 
Abides in highest place aboue the best, 

To whom the ruin'd walls of Carthage vow’d, 
Tremblingtheirforce8,sound their praises lowd. 
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liue they fot euer throu^ their lasting praise : 
But I poore wretch am Toroed to retourne 
To the sad hikes, that Phoebus sunnie rayes 
Doo neuer see, where soules dootlwaicsmoume, 
And by the wayling shores to waste my daycs, 
Where PhUgeton with quenchles flames doth 
burne ; 622 

By which iust Mirm righteous soules doth seuer 
From wicked ones, to hue m bUsse for euer. 

Me therefore thus the cruell flends of hell 
Girt with long sitakes, and thousand yron 
chayncs, 

Through doome of that their cruell fudge, 
compell 

With bitter torture and impatient paines, 
^use of my death, and iust complaint to tell. 
For thou art he, whom my poore ghost com- 
plaines 630 

To be the author of her ill vnwares, 

That careles hear’st my intollerable cares. 

Them therefore as bequeathing to the winde, 

I now depart, returning to thee neuer. 

And leaue this lamentable plaint behinde. 

But doo thou haunt the soft downe rolling riuer, 
Andwilde greenc woods, and fruitful pastures 
minde, 

And let the flitting aire my vainc words seuer. 
Ihus hauing said, ne heauily departed 639 
With piteous crie, that anie would haue smarted. 

Now, when the sloathfull fit of lifes swcetc rest 
Had left the heauie Shepheard, wondrous cares 
His inly grieued minde full sore opprest ; 

That balcfull sorrow he no longer beares, 

For that Gnats death, which deeply was imprest : 
But bends what euer power his aged y^rcs 
Him lent, yet beingsuch, as through their might 
He lately slue his dreadfull foe in fight. 

By that same Riuer lurking vndcr grecne, 
Eftsoones he gins to fasluon forth a place, 650 
And squaring it in compasse well beseene, 
There plotteth out a tombe by measured space : 


His yron headed spade tho making cleene, 

To dig vp sods out of the Aowric grasse, 

His worke he shortly to purpois 

brought, 

Like as he had conceiu’d it in hU thought. 

An heape of earth ho hoortictl vp on htc, 
Enclosing it with banks on eucnc side, 

And thereupon did raise full busily 
A little mount, of greene lurfls edifide ; 660 

And on the too of all, tliat ixisscrs by 
Might It behold, the toonib he did prouidc 
Of smoothest nurble stone in order set, 

That neuer might lus lurkic srajic forget. 

And round about he taught swcetc flowirs to 
growe, 

The Rose engrained in pure scarlet die, 

The Lilly fresh, and Violet belowc, 

The Marigolde, and clicrefull Kosenmrie, 

Tlie Spartan Mirllc, whence sweet gumb does 
flowc, 

The purple Hyacinthc, and fresh Costmarie, 
And Saflron sought for in Ctlician soyle, 671 
And I^wrcll th’ornsmicnt of I'habxis toyle. 

Fresh Rhododaphnr, and the Sabtw flowrc 
Matching the wealth of th’auncicnl Fiankin* 
conce. 

And fxillid Yuie building his owne bowrc, 

And Box vet mindfull of bis oldc offence, 

Red Amaranthus, lucklcsse I'aromour, 

Oxeye still greenc, and bitter Patience ; 

Nc wants there pale Narciijc, tlial in a well 
Seeing his hx-aulie, in lone with it fell: 6ho 

And whatsoeucr other flowrc of worth, 

And what so ollur hcarb of loucly hew 
The loyous Spring out of the ground brings 
forth. 

To death her sdfc in colours frcsli and new ; 
He planted there, and rcard a mount of earth, 
In whose high front was writ as doth ensue. 
To thff, small Gnat, tn lieu of hts Itfe sausd, 
The Shepheard hath thy deaths record engraued. 


FINIS, 
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To the right Honourable, the 
Ladie Compton and 
3^ountegle. 

cmd veriuous Ladu ; kiutng th^ rathn htcause of th simpUoUu and 
iVl often sought opportumiie by some good meamusse thus persofuiieJ. The same 1 beseech 
meanes to mah knowen to your Ladishtp, the your luidiship lake in good part, as a pledge of 
\ humble ajjeciwn and faithfull dueite, which t that profesMon which I haue fUtide to you, and 
I haue dwaies professed, and am bound to 
beare to that House, from whence yee spring, 

I haue at length found occasion to remember the 
same, by making a simple present to you of these 
my idle labours; which halting long silhens 
composed in the raw conceipt of my youth, 

1 idely amongst other papers lighted vpon, and 
was by others, which liked the same, mooued to 

set them foorth. Simple ts the demce, and die , 

composition meant, yet carrieth some delight. Ed.Sp. 


keepe with you vn/ill with some other more 
uorthte labour, 1 do rcdeeme it out of your hands, 
and discharge my uimosl duite. Till then wish’ 
tng your Ladtship all increase of honour and 
happinesse, I humblie take Uaue. 

Your lii : euer 

humbly ; 


I And sitting all in seatw aUnjt me round, 

xTOSOpOpOtCl • or With |)lca.sant talcs (hi for tliul nlle slound) 

. TT 11 1 I They casun course to waste the wcanchowrcs* 

Mother liubbevds iciic, I'uiamoure*. ; 

' Some of brauc Knights, and ihcir renowned 

I T was the month, in whicli the righteous 1 Squires ; 

Maide, ! the Faeries and their strange attires; 

That for disdaine of sinfull worlds vpbraide, j And some of (jiaunts hard to be beiccurd, 31 
Fled back to heauen, whence she was first con- ! That the delight thereof me much relwicd. 

ceiued, I Amongst the rest a good old woman was, 

Into her sillier bowre the Sunne receiued ; ' Ibght Motlu r Hubbrrd, who did farre surpas 

And the hot Syrian Dog on him awa> ting, ' 'Hie r(M in honest mirili, tliat seein’d her well : 
After the chased Lyons cruell baytmg, | She when her lurnc was (omc her tale to tell, 

Corrupted had th’ayre withhis noysome breath, j Tolde of a strange aduenturc, tlial Ixrlided 
And powr’d on th’earth plague, pestilcna*, and ; Ilclwixt the hoxe and ih Af)C by him mis* 
death. i K^idcd ; 

Emongst the rest a wicked maladie j Tlie whicli for that my sense it greatly pleased, 

Raign’d emongst men, that mame did to die, 1 All were niy spintc hi-auic and dise*aM‘<l, 40 
Depriu’d of sense and ordinarie reason ; 11 ' He write in termes, as she the same did say, 

Tliat it to Leaches seemed strange and gcason. So well as I her words remonber may. 

My fortune was mongst manic others moe. No Muses aide me needes hcrcloo to (all ; 

To be partaker of their common woe ; i the style, and matter mcane wilhall. 

And ray weake btxlie set on fire with griefe, % Whilome (said she) before the world was 
Was rob’d of rest, and natural I rchefe. ciuill, 

In this ill plight, there came to visite mee The Foxe and ih’Ape disliking of their culil 

Some friends, who sorie mv sad case to sec, And hard estate, determined to seeke 

Regan to comfort me in cliearfull wise, Their fortunes farre abroad, lyeke with his 

And meanes of gladsome solace to deuisc. 20 lyeke : 

Rut seeing kindly sleep refuse to doe For both were craftic and \mhappie ; 

His office, and my feeble eyes forgoe, Two fcllowcs might no where be ^ 

They sought ray troubled sense how to deceaue Tlic Foxe, that first this cause of griefedid nn«, 

Withtalke Shat might vnquict fcmdes reauc Clan first thus plaine his case with words vnkinde. 
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Neighbour Ape, and my Gossip eke beside, 
(Both two sure bands in friendship to be tide,) 
To whom may I more trustely complaine 
The euill plight, that doth me sore constraine, 
And hope thereof to finde due remedie ? 

Heare then my paine and inward agonie. 

Thus manie yeares I now haue spent and worne, 
In meane regard, and basest fortunes scorne, 
Dooing my Countrey seruice as I might, 6i 
No lesse I dare saie than the prowdest wight ; 
And still I hoped to be vp aduaunced, 

For my good parts; but still it hath mis- 
chaunced. 

Now therefore that no lenger hope I see. 

But froward fortune still to follow mee. 

And losels lifted high, where I did looke, 

I meane to turne the next leafe of the booke. 
Yet ere that anie way I doo betake, 

I meane my Gossip priuie first to make. 70 
Ah my deare Gossip, (answer’d then the Ape,) 
Deeply doo your sad words my wits awhape, j 
Both for because your griefe doth great 
appeare. 

Ana eke because my selfe am touched neare : 
For I likewise haue wasted much good time. 
Still wayting to preferment vp to clime, 
Whilest others alwayes haue before me stept. 
And from my beard the fat away haue swept ; 
That now vnto despaire I gin to growe. 

And meane for better winde about to throwe. 
Therefore to me, my trustie friend, aread 8i 
Thy councell : two is better than one head, 
Certes (said he) I meane me to disguize 
In some straunge habit, after vneouth wize, 

Or like a Pilgrime, or a Lymiter, 

Or like a Gipson, or a luggeler. 

And so to wander to the worlds ende. 

To seeke my fortune, where I may it mend 
For worse than that I haue, I cannot meete. 
Wide is the world I wote and euerie streete 90 
Is full of fortunes, and aduentures straunge 
Continuallie subiect vnto chaunge. 

Say my faire brother now, if this deuice 
Doth like you, or may you to like entice. 
Surely (said th’Ape) it likes me wondrous well ; 
And would ye not poore fellowship expell. 

My selfe would offer you t’accompanie 
In this aduentures chauncefull ieopardie. 

For to wexe olde at home in idlenesse, 

Is disi^uentrous, and quite fortunelesse: 100 
Abroad where change is, good mav gotten bee. 
The Foxe was glad, and quickly did agree : 

So both resolu’d, the morrow next ensuing, 

So soone as day appeard to peoples vewing, 
On their intended iournev to proceede ; 

And ouer night, whatso therctoo did neede, 


Each did prepare, in readines to bee. 

'Hie morrow next, so soone as one might see 
Light out of heauens windowes forth to looke 
Both their habiliments vnto them tooke, no 
And put themselues (a Gods name) on their way. 
Whenas the Ape beginning well to wey 
This hard aduenture, thus began t’aduise ; 
Now read Sir Reynold, as ye be right wise, 
What course ye weene is best for vs to take, 
'That for our selues we may a liuing make. 
Whether shall we professe some trade or skill ? 
Or sliall we varie our deuice at will, 

Euen as new occasion appeares ? 

Or shall wc tie our selues for certaine yeares 
To anie seruice, or to anie place ? 121 

For it behoues ere that into the race 
We enter, to resolue first herevpon. 

Now surely brother (said the Foxe anon) 

Ye haue this matter motioned in season : 

For euerie thing that is begun with reason 
Will come by readie meancs vnto his end ; 
But things miscounsellcd must needs miswend. 
'Thus therefore I aduize vpon the case. 

That .lot to anie certaine trade or place, 130 
Nor anie man we should our selues applie : 
For why should he that is at liber tie 
Make himselfe bond ? sith then we are free 
borne, 

Let vs all seruile base subiection scorne ; 

And as we bee sonnes of the world so wide, 
Let vs our fathers heritage diuide. 

And chalcnge to our selues our portions dew 
Of all the patrimonie, which a few 
Now hold in hugger mugger in their hand, 
And all the rest doo rob of good and land. 140 
For now a few haue all and all haue nought, 
Yet all be brethren ylike dearly bought ; 
'There is no right in this partition, 

Ne was it so by institution 
Ordained first, ne by the law of Nature, 

But that she gjiue like blessing to each creture 
As well of worldly liuelode as of life, 

'That there might be no difference nor strife, 
Nor ought cald mine or thine : thrice happie 
then 

Was the condition of mortall men. 150 
That was the golden age of Satume old. 

But this might better be the world of gold : 
For without golde now nothing wilbe got. 
Therefore (if please you) this shalbe our plot: 
We will not be of anie occupation. 

Let sudi vile vassalls borne to base vocation 
Drudge in the world, and for their lining droyk 
Which haue no wit to liue withouten tovle. 
But we will walke about the world at pleasure 
Like two free men,and make our ease a treasurer 



Fr« ^ bemrs call, but they be free,' 
they which calTthem so mote beggers bee ; 
For mcy doo swmke and sweate to feed the 
other, 

Who hue like Lords of that whicti they doo 
gather, ^ 

And yet doo neucr thanke them for the same. 
But as their due by Nature doo it clame. 

Such will we fashion both our selues to bee 
I^rds of the world, and so will wander free’ 
^ere so vs listeth, vncontrol’d of anic : 

Hard is our hap, if we (eraongst so maiiie) 170 
Light not on some that may our sUte amend ; 
Sildome but some good commeth ere the end. 
Well seeind the Ape to like this ordinaunce : 
Yet well considering of the circumstaunce 
^pausing in great doubt awhile he staidj 
And afterwards with graue aduizement said ; 

I cannot my lief brother like but well 
The purpose of the complot which ye tell : 

For well I wot (compar’d to all the rest 
Of wch degree) ^at Beggers life is best : 180 
And tliey that thinke thcmselues the best of all, 
Oft-times to begging are content to fall. 

But this I wot withall that we sliall ronne 
Into great daunger like to bee vndonne, 
plus wildly to wander in the worlds eye, 

I Without pasporl or good warrantie, 

I For feare least we like rogues should lx? 

1 reputed, 

I ;J^d for eare marked beasts abroad be bruttd : 
pierefore I read, that we our counsclls call, 
How to preuent this mischiefe ere it fall, 190 
And how we may with most sccuritie, 

^g amongst those that beggers doo defie, 

Right well deere Gossip ye aduired haiic, 

^id then the Foxe) but 1 this doubt will sane : 
For ere we farther passe, I will deuise 
A pasport for vs both in fittest wiie, 

^d by tile names of Souldiers vs protect ; 
plat now is thought a ciuile begging sect. 

^ you the Souldier, for you likest are 
>or manly semblance, and small skill in warre : 
f Will but wayte on you, and as occasion 201 
jralls out, my selfe fit for the same will fashion. 
Hie Pasport ended, both they forward went, 
pie Am clad Souldierlike, fit for th’ intent, 

In a blew iacket with a aosse of redd 
^d manic slits, as if that he had shedd 
^uch blood throgh many wounds therein 
receaued, 

ipiicli had the vse of his right arme bereaued ; 
V|»n his head an old Scotch cap he wore, 

With a plume feather all to peeces tore ; 210 
breeches were made after the new cut, 

M Portuf^estf Inose like an emptic gut ; 


mother h vbberds tale. ^ 

aHh h'* *^»>>oue the heeling, 

And his shooes beaten out with traueline 
m neither sword nor dagger he did heare, 
siccmes that no foes reuengement he did feare : 
In stead of them a handsome bat lie held 
On which he leaned, as one farre in tide.’ 
bhme light on him, that ilirough so false 
illusion, ^ 


Doth turnc the nwne of sSouldicrs to abusion, 
And that, which is the noblest mysterie, lai 
Brings to reproach and airnnion infumic. 

^ng they thus irauailcd, ytt neucr met 
Aduenture, which might thtm a working set • 
V el iMnie waies they sought , and manic tryed t 
Yet for their nur^xises none fit espyed. 

At last they chaunst to mcete vpoii the way 
A simfile husbandman in giirrncnts gray ; 

yetthoughhisvwlurcweiflnitincancandbace. 

A good yt'oman he wus of honest place, 2-10 
And in()re for thrift did care than for cav 
^ clothing : ^ ^ 

(ay without good, is good hearts greatest 
loathing. 

Hie koxc liim spying, bad the A|>e him dight 
lo play his |iart, for loe he was in sight. 

Hut (if he cr’d not) should them entertaine, 
And yecld them timely profit e for their paina. 
hftsoones the Am himselfe gan vp to reare, 
And on his shoulders high his Iai to bcare, 

As if good seruicc he were ht to doo } 

But little thrift for him he did it loo : 

And stoutly forward he his slejw did straine, 
lliat like a handscjmc swaine it him hfcame : 
When as they nigh approached, that good tnaiti 
Seeing them wander loo^ly, first began 
"tncjuirc of custome, what and whence they 
j were? 

To whom the Ape, I am a Souldicre, 

'Hiat late in warres haue spent my deereat 
blood, 

And in long scruice lost both limb* and good, 
And now constrain’d that trade fo ouergiue, 

I driuen am to seeke «ome mcanes to liuc : 
Which might it you in pitie please I'afford, 

I would be readic both in deed and word, 25a 
^ To d<x> you faillifull scruice all my daye*. 

! Tins yron world (that Rome he weeping saye*) 
Brings do^^e ihestowtest heartstolowcit state : 
For miser ie doth brauest mindes abate, 

And make them seeke for that they wont to 
I scornc, 

Of fortune and of hope at once forlome. 

I The hoi^tman,thatheardhimthuscoinplain€, 

I Was grieu’d, ai he had felt part of his paine : 
And twll disposd* him some relicfc to siurwe, 
Askt if in husbandrie he ouglit did knowe* 
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To plough, to plant, to reap, to rake, to sowe, 
To hedge, to ditch, to thrash, to thetch,tomowe; 
Or to wliat labour els he was prepar’d ? 

For husbands life is labourous and hard. 
Whenas the Ape him hard so much to talke 
Of labour, that did from his liking balke. 

He would haue slipt the collar handsomly. 

And to him said ; good Sir, full glad am 1 , 270 
To take what paines may anie liuing wight : 
But my late maymed limbs lack wonted might 
To doo their kindly seruices, as needeth : j 

Scarce this right hand the mouth with diet 
feedeth. 

So that it may no painfull worke endure, 

Ne to strong labour can it selfe enure. 

But if that anie other place you haue. 

Which askes small |jaines,butthriftines tosaue, 
Or care to ouerlooke, or trust to gather, 

Ye may me trust as your owne ghostly father. 
With that the husbandman gan liim auizc 
That it for him were fittest exercise 282 
Cattell to keep, or grounds to ouersee ; 

And asked him, if he could willing bee 
To keep his sheep, or to attend his swyne, 

Or watch his mares, or take his charge ofkyne? 
Gladly (said he) what euer such like paine 
Ye put on me, 1 will the same sustaine : 

But gladliest I of your fleecie sheeiie 
(Might it you please) would take on me the 
keep. 290 

For ere that vnto armes I me betooke, 

Vnto my fathers sheepe I vsde to looke, 

That yet the skill thereof 1 haue not loste : 
Thereto right well this Curdog by ray coste 
(Meaning the Foxe) will serue, my sheepe to 
gather, 

And driue to follow after their Belwether. 

The Husbandman was meanly well content, 
Triall to make of his endeuourment, 

And home him leading, lent to him the charge 
Of all his flocke, with liberiie full large, 300 
Gluing accompt of th’annuall incrcace 
Both of their lambes,and of their woolley fleece. 
Thus is this Ape become a shepheard swainc 
And the false Foxe his dog (God giue them 
paine) 

For ere the ycare haue halfe his course out-run, 
And doo returnc from whence he first begun, 
They shall him make an ill accompt of thrift. 
Now whenas Time flying with winges swift, 
Expired had the terme, that these two iaucls 
Should render vp a reckning of their trauels 
Vnto tl^ir master, which it of them sought, 
Exce^ingly they troubled were in thought, 

Ne wist what answere vnto him to frame, 

Ne how to scape great punisliment, or shame, 


For their false treason and vile theeuerie. ^ 
For not a lambe of all their flockes supply 
Had they to shew : but euer as they bred, 
They slue them, and vpon their fleshes fed : 
For that disguised Do^ lou’d blood to spill, 
And drew the wicked Shepheard to his will. 

So twixt them both they not a lambkin left, 
And when larnbes fail’d, the old sheepes liues 
they reft ; 322 

That how t’acquite themselues vnto their Lord, 
They were in doubt, and flatly set abord. 

The Foxe then counsel’d th’Ape, for to require 
Kespite till morrow, t ’answere his desire : 

For times delay new hope of helpe still breeds. 
The goodraan granted, doubting nought their 
deeds, 328 

And bad, next day that all should readie be. 
But they more subtill meaning had than he ; 
For the next morrowes meed they closely merit, 
For fcare of afterclaps for to preuent. 

And that same euening, when all shrowded were 
In Garde'S sleep, they without care or feare, 
Cruelly fell vpon their flock in folde, 

And of them slew at pleasure what they wolde : 
Of which whenas they feasted had their fill, 
For a full complement of all their ill, 

They stole away, and tooke their hastie flight, 
Carried in clowdes of all-concealing night. 

So was the husbandman left to his losse, 341 
And they vnto their fortunes change to tosse. 
After which sort they wandered long while, 
Abusing manie through their cloaked guile ; 
That at the last they gan to be descryed 
Of euerie one, and all their sleights espyed. 

So as their begging now them failed quyte ; 
For none would giue, but all men would them 
wyle: 

Yet would they take no paines to get their 
liuing, 349 

But seeke some other way to gaine by giuing, 
Much like to begging but much better named ; 
For manie beg, which are thereof ashamed. 
And now the Foxe liad gotten him a gowne, 
And th’ Apeacassocke sidelong hanging downe ; 
For they their occupation meant to change. 
And now in other state abroad to range : 

For since their souldicrs pas no better spedd, 
They forg’d another, as for Ckrkes booke-rodd. 
Who passing foorth, as their aduentures fell, 
Through manie haps, which needs not here to 
tell ; 360 

At length chaunst with a formall Priest to 
meete, 

Whom they in ciuill manner first did greetc, 
And after askt an almes for Gods dcare loue. 
The man straight way his choler vp did moue, 
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And with reproftchfuU tearmes gan them reuile, 
For following that trade so bssic and vile ; 

And askt what license, or what Eas they had ? 
Ah (said the Ape as sighing wondrous sad) 

Its an hard case, when men of good de^ruing 
Must either driuen be perforce to steruing, 

Or asked for their pas by eucrie squib, 37 1 
Thit list at will them to reuile or snib : 

And yet (God wote) small oddes I often sec 
Twixt them that aske,and them that asked bee. 
Natheles because you shall not va misdeeme, 

But that we are as honest as we seeme, 

Yce shall our p^port at your pleasure sec, 

And then ye will (I hope) well rnooued bee. 
Which when the Priest behold, he vow'd it nerc, 
As if therein some text he studying were, 380 
But little els (God wote) could thereof skill : 

For read he could not euidence, nor will, 

Ne tcU a written word, nc write a letter, 

Ne make one title worse, nc nuke one better : 
Of such deep learning little hud he needc, 

Ne yet of Latino, ne of Grecke, tlut breede 
Doubts mongst Diuines, and difference of texts, 
From whence arise diuersitie of sects, 

And hatefull heresies, of God abhor 'd : 3^9 

But this good Sir did follow the pbine word, 
Ne medled with their controuersies vainc. 

All his care was, his seruice well to same, 

And to read Ilomelies vpon holidayes : 

When that was done, he might attend his playes ; 
An easic life, and fit high God to please. 

He liauing ouerlookt their pas at ease, 

Gan at the length them to rebuke againe, 

That no good trade of hfe did entertaine, 

But lost their time in wandriiig loose abroad. 
Seeing the world, in which they booties bfwd, 
Had wayes enough for all therein to hue ; 401 
Such grace did God vnto his creatures giue. 
Said then the Foxe ; who liath the world not 

From the right W’ay full eath may wander wide 
Wc are but Nouices, new come abroad. 

We haue not yet the tract of anie troad, 

Nor on vs taken anie state of life, 

But readie are of anie to make prr ifc. 
Therefore might please you, which the world 
haueproued, 

Vs to aduise, whidi forth but lately moueu, 

Of some good course, that we might vnderiakc , 
Ye shall for cucr vs your bondmen niake. 

The Priest gan wexe halfc proud to be so praidc, 
And thereby willing to anoord them aide ; 

It scemes (said he) right well that ye be Clerfo, 
Both by your wittie words, and by y wt werks. 

Is not that name enough to make a lining 

To him that hath a whit of Natures giuing ? 


How manie honest men see ye arixe 
Daylie thereby, and grow to goodly pr«e ? 410 
To Deares, to Arclwleacons, to Commissaries, 

To I»nU, to PrinciivilU, to Prel>endarics ; 

All iolly IVel.itt^, worihie rule to bcarc, 

Who cucr them eumc : set sjute bites nearc. 
W'liv should \e«loul)i tlum. but tliat ye likewise 
Might vnto some of iIknc m time arise ? 

Ill the meane tunc to hue in gtod est.ite, 

1 bxiing lh.'il love, and h.iling iIiom* that hale ; 
licing some honest ('urate, or wmc Vieker 
Content with little 111 conditittn siiker. 430 
All but (said ih'Ape) the clurge i> wondrous 
grrat, 

To feed mtMis soules, and hatli an hcauie tlireat 
To feede mens soules ((luoth he) is not in man : 
For they must feed ihenisclves, doo whiit 
we am. 

W c are but cliar^'d to lay the mrate before : 
Kate they that lut, we Dee<l to doo no more. 

But God It is that fetnlrt tliem witli his grace. 
'Hie bread of hie powr’d downe from heauenly 
place. ■^ 3 ^ 

Tliereforc said he, that with the budding rod 
Did rule the Icwcs, All ihaJhr faunh rf bod. 
Tliat same hath lesus Christ now lo Ivim raught , 
By whom tlic fk)ck ii rightly fed. and t.oiglil • 
He IS tbeShepheard, and the Priest is hee ; 

We but his sheplii'iird sw.unes onLiin tl to liee. 
Tlicrcfore herewith dfv) not >our selfe dismay ; 
Ne is the |».iim*s so grr.it, but Ixare yc may ; 
p'or not so great ns it was wont of yore, 

It’s now ;i (uyes.nc Ldlc so slrcight and sore; 
Thev whiiome vsed duly cuerie d.iy 449 
Tlieir scruicc ami tlieir liolio tilings to say, 

At morne and evun, lx sides lliiir Aiithcmcf 
sw(xle, 

Tlicir ixmic Masses.and their (/implvnesrncete, 
Ibcir I)irigcs,tlifir Treiii.dsand their shrifts. 
Their memories, thnr singings, and their gifts.* 
Now all tlwrse mcdlessc works are Lud away : 
Now once a wetke v|K»n the habbaih flay, 

It is enougli to drx) mir small deuotion, 

' And then to follow anv rucrrie motiun. 
i Ne arc wc tyde to fast, but when wc list, 

I Ne to wcare gannents bisi of wcllcn twist, 
i But with the hm-st silkes vs to aray, 4 o» 
Tlut before God wc may more gay, 

Resembling Aarons glorie in bis place : 

For Urre vmfit it is, that txrson , 

Should w sth vilccloathsan^roftchGoctamaiestie, 

WTiom no vneleannes may approochen me ; 

Or that ail men, which anie master sem, 
Good garments for their seruice should ' 

But he that semes the Lord of boasts most bi^, 
And that in highest place, t'approach him 0#, 
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And all the peoples prayers to present 471 
Before his throne, as on ambassage sent 
Both too and fro, should not descrue to weare 
A garment better, than of wooll or hcare. 

Beside we may haue lying by our sides 
Our louely iasse&f or bright shining Brides : 

We be not tydc to wilfull chastitie, 

But haue the Gospell of free libertie. 

By that he ended had his ghostly sermon, 

The Foxe was well induc’d to be a Parson ; 480 
And of the Priest eftsoones gan to enquire, 

How to a Benefice he might aspire. 

Marie there (said the Priest) is arte indeed, 
Muchgooddeep learning one thereout may reed. 
For that the ground worke is, and end of all, 
How to obtaine a Beneficiall. 

First therefore, when ye haue in haiidsome wise 
Your selfe attyred, as you can deuise. 

Then to some Noble man your selfe applye. 

Or other great one in the worldes eye, 490 
That hath a zealous dispwition 
To God, and so to his religion : 

There must thou fashion eke a godly zeale. 
Such as no carpers may contrayre reueale : 

For each thing fained, ought more warie bee. 
There thou must walke in sober grauitee, 

And secme as Saintlike as Saint Radegund : 
Fast much, pray oft, looke lowly on the ground. 
And vnto euene one doo curtcsie meeke : 

These lookes (nought saying) doo a benefice 
seeke, 500 

And be thou sure one not to lacke or long. 

But if thee list vnto the Court to throng, | 
And there to hunt after the hoped pray, | 
Then must thou thee dispose another way ; j 
For there thou needs must learne, to laugh, to 
lie, 

To face, to forge, to scoffe, to compamc. 

To crouche, to please, to l:w a beetle stock 
^ thy great Masters will, to scornc, or mock : 
So maist thou chaunce mock out a Benefice, 
Vnlesse thou const one coniure by deuice. 

Or cast a figure for a Bishoprick : 51 1 

And if one could, it were but a sdioole-trick. 
These be the wayes, by which without reward 
Liuings in Court be gotten, though full hard. 
For nothing there is done without a fee : 

The Courtier needes must recompenced bee 
With a Beneuolence, or haue in gage 
The Prirmiias of your Parsonage : 

Scarse can a Bishopridc forpas ^em by. 

But that it most be gelt in priuitie. $20 
Doo not thou therefore seeke a liuing there. 
But of more priuate persons seeke elswhere. 
Whereas thou maist compound a better penie, 
Ne let thy learniog question’d be of anie. 


For some good Gentleman that hath the ri^t 
Vnto his Church for to present a wight. 

Will cope with thee in reasonable wise ; 

That if the liuing ycrely doo arise 
To fortie pound, that then his yongest sonne 
Shall twentie haue, and twentie thou but 
wonne ; 530 

Thou hast it wonne, for it is of frankc gift, 

And he will care for all the rest to shift ; 

Both that the Bishop may admit of thee, 

And that therein thou maist maintained bee. 
This is the way for one that is vnlem’d 
Liuing to get, and not to be discern’d. 

But they that are great Clerkes, haue nearer 
wayes. 

For learning sake to liuing them to raise : 

Yet manic eke of them (God wote) arc driuen, 1 
T’accept a Benefice in peeces riuen. 540 
How saist thou (friena) haue 1 not well dis- 
courst 

Vpon this Common place (though plainc, not 
wourst) ? 

Better a short tale, than a bad long shriuing. 
Needes anie more to learne to get a liuing ? 
Now sure and by my hallidome (quoth he) 

Ye a great master are in your degree : 

Great thankes I yecld you for your discipline, 
And doo not doubt, but duly to encline 
My wits theretoo, as ye shall shortly heare. 
The Priest him wisht good speed, and well to 
fare. 550 

So parted they, as cithers way them led. 

But th’Ape and Foxe ere long so well them sped, 
Through the Priests holesome counsell lately 
tought. 

And throgh their owne faire handling wisely 
wroght, 

That they a Benefice twixt them obtained ; 
And craftie Reynold was a Priest ordained ; 
And th’Ape his Parish Clarke procur'd to bee. 
Then made they reuell route and goodly glee. 
But ere long time had passed, they so ill 
Did order their affaires, that th’euill will 5^ 
Of all their Parishners they had constraind ; 
Who to the Ordinarie of them complain’d, 
How fowlie they their offices abusd’, 

And them of crimes and heresies acoisd’ ; 
That Pursiuants he often for them sent : 

But they neglected his commaundement. 

So long persisted obstinate and bolde, 

Till at the length he published to holde 
A Visitation, and them cyted thether ; 5 ^ 

Then was high time their wits about to geathei; 
Wliat did they then, but made a composition 
With their next neighbor Priest for light coo* 
ditkmi 
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To whom thdr Uuinff they resigned quight 
For a few pence, and ran away night. 

So passing through the Countrey k (Ssguize, 
They fled farre ofi, where none might them 
surprirc, 

And after that long straied here and there, 
Through euerie field and forrest kite and nere ; 
Yet neuer found occasion for their tourne. 

But almost steru'd, did much lament and 
moume. 580 

At last they diaunst to meete vpon the way 
'fhe Mule, all deckt in goodly rich aray, 

With bells and bosses, that full lowdly rung, 
And costly trappings, that to ground downc 
hung. 

Lowly they him saluted in meeke wise, 

But he through pride and ktnes gan despise 
Their meanesse ; scarce vouchsaite them to 
requite. 

Whereat the Foxe deep groning in his sprite, 
Said, Ah sir Mule, now blessed be the day, 

That I see you so goodly and so gay 590 
In your attyres, and eke your silken hyde 
Fil’d with round flesh, that euerie bone doth 
hide. 

Seeraes that in fruitfull pastures ye doo liue. 

Or fortune doth you secret fauour giue. 

Foolish Foxe (said the Mulel thy wretched need 
Praiseth the thing that doth thy sorrow breed. 
For well I weene, thou canst not but enuie 
My wealth, compar’d to thine owne miserie, 
That art so leane and meagre waxen late, j 
That scarse thy lew vphold thy feeble gate. 

Ay me (said then ttie Foxe) whom euill hap 
Vnworthy in such wretchednes doth wrap, 

And makes the scorne of other beasts to bee : 
But read (faire Sir, of grace) from whence come 
yee? 

Or what of tidings you abroad doo hwre ? 
Newesmay perhaps some good vn weering beare. 
From royall Court I lately came (said he) 
Where all the braueric that eye may ^e. 

And all the happinesse that heart desire, 

Is to be found ; he nothing can admire, 610 
That hath not scene that heauens portracture : 
But tidings there is none I you assure, 

Saue that which common is, and knowne to all, 
That Courtiers as the tide doo rise and fall 
But tell vs (said the Ape) we doo you pray. 
Who now in Court dothbwe the greatest sway. 
That if sudi fortune doo to vs b^l, 

We may seeke fauour of the best of all. 

Marie (said he) ri»c highest now in gi^, 6^9 
Be the wilde beasts, that swiftest arc in chace ; 
Far in their speedie course and nimble flight 
The Lyon now doth take the most delict : 


But chieflie, ioyes on foote them to behokie, 
l^chaste with dutine and arculet of golde : 

So Wilde a beast so tame yiaught to bee, 

.Vnd buxome to his bands, is ioy to see. 

So well his gtfldcn Circlet lum beseemeth : 

But his late chaync his Liege vnmcctc esteemeth; 
For so braue beasts she loucth best to see, 

In the Wilde forrest raunging fresli and free. 
Therefore if fortune thee in Court to liue, 651 
In case thou eucr there wilt hope to ihriue, 

To some of these thou must thy scUc apply : 
Eb as a thistlc-downc in th'ayrr doth me, 

So vainly shalt thou loo and fro he tost, 

And loose thy labour and thy fruitlcs cost. 

And yet full few, which follow them I see, 

For venues bare regard aduaunced bee, 

But cither for some gainfull benefit, 639 
Or tliat they may for their owne turnes be fit. 
N.ithTts jicrliaps ye things may liandlc soc, 
'Fliat ye may better ihriiic than thousands moe. 
But (said the A[)c) how sludl we first come in, 
'fliat after wc may fauour secke to win ? 

How cb (said lie) but with a good bold fatf, 
And with big words, and with a stately pace, 
That men may thinkc of you in generall, 

'fhat to be in you, whidi is not at all : 

For not by that which is, the world now deemeth, 
(As it was wont) but by that same that scenicth. 
Ne do I doubt, but that ye well can fashion 
Your selues therctoo, according to occasion : 

! ^ fare yc well, good Courtiers may ye bee ; 
So proudlic neighing frwn them ixined hec. 
'fhen gan this craft ic couple to dtuiie. 

How for the Court ihcmselucs they might 
aguirc : 

For thither they themselues meant to addresie, 
In hope to ftndc there happier succcsse ; 

So well they shifted, tliat the Ape anon 
Himselfe had cloathcd like a Gentleman, 660 
And the slic Foxe, as like to be his groomc. 
That to the Court in seemly sort they come. 
Where the fond Ape himselfe vprearing by 
Vpon his tiptoes, stalkcth stately by, 

As if he were some great Magmjuo, 

And boldlic doth amon^t the boldest go. 

And his man Reynold with fine oountcrfeiaunce 
Supports his crwlite and bis countei^^. 
Then gan the Courtien gaze on euerie side, 
And stare on him, with big lookes basen wm 
Wondring what mister wight he was, M 
whenc?: ^ 7 * 

For he was clad in strange acoHistrcmcnts, 
Fashion'd with queint deubcs neuer lecoe 
In Court before, yet there all fashions beene ; 
Yet he them in newfanglenesse did pni : 

But ^ bdhauiour altogether was 
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AUa Tmchucdf much the more admyr’d, 

And his lookes loftie, as if he aspyr*a 678 
To dignitic, and sdcip’d the low depee ; 

That all which did such strangenesse in him see, 
By seaete meanes gan of his state enquire, 
And priuily his seruant thereto hire : 

Who throughly arm’d against such couerture, 
Reported vnto all, that he was sure 
A noble Gentleman of high regard, 

Which through the world had with long trauel 
far’d, 

And seene the manners of all beasts on ground ; 
Now here arriu’d, to see if like he found. 688 
Thus did the Ape at first him credit gaine. 
Which afterwards he wisely did maintaine 
With gallant showe, and daylie more augment 
Through his fine feates and Courtly complement; 
For he could play, and daunce, and vaute, and 
spring. 

And all that els pertaines to reueling, 

Onely through kindly aptnes of his loynts. 
Besides he could doo manie other poynts. 

The whidi in Court him serued to good stead ; 
For he mongst Ladies could their fortunes read 
Out of their hands, and merie leasings tell, 

And iuggle finely, that became him well : 700 
But he so light was at legier demaine. 

That what he toucht, came not to light againe ; 
Yet would he laugh it out, and proudly looke. 
And tell them, that they greatly him mistooke. 
So would he scoffe them out with mockerie, 
For he therein had great felicitie ; 

And with sharp quips ioy’d others to deface. 
Thinking that their disgracing did him grace: 
So whilst that other like vaine wits he pleased, 
And made to laugh, his heart was greatly eased. 
But the ri^t gentle minde would bite his lip, 
To heare the kuell so good men to nip : 712 
For though the vul^r yeeld an open eare. 

And common Courtiers loue to gybe and fleare 
At euerie thing, which they heare spoken ill, 
And the best speaches with ill meaning spill ; 
Vet the braue Courtier, in whose b^uteous 
thought 

Regard of honour harbours more than ought, 
Doth loath such base condition, to backbite 
Anies good name for enuie or despite : 720 

He stamds on tearmes of honouraLle minde, 

Ne will be carried with the common winde 
OfCourts inconstant mutabilitie, 

^^after euerie tattling fable file ; 

heares, and sees the follies of the rest, 
And thereof gathers for himselfe the best : 

He will not creepe, nor aouche with fained 
face. 

But walkes vpright with comely stedfast pace. 


And vnto all doth yeeld due curtesie ; 72^ 

But not with kissed hand belowe the knee, 

As that same Apish crue is wont to doo : 

For he disdaines himselfe t’embase theretoo. 
He hates fowle leasings, and vile flatterie. 
Two filthie blots in noble Gentrie ; 

And lothefull idlenes he doth detest. 

The canker worme of euerie gentle brest ; 

The which co banish with faire exercise 
Of knightly feates, he daylie doth deuise : 
Now menaging the mouthes ot stubborne 
steedes, 739 

Now practising the proofe of warlike deedes, 
Now his bright armes assaying, now his speare, 
Now the nigh aymed ring away to beare ; 

At other times he casts to sew the chace 
Of swift wilde beasts, or runne on foote a race, 
T’cnlarge his breath (large breath in armes most 
needfull) 

Or els by wrestling to wex strong and heedfull, 
Or his stifle armes to stretch with Eughen bowe, 
And manly legs, still passing too and fro, 
Without a gowned beast him fast beside ; 

A vaine ensample of the Persian pride, 750 
Who after he had wonne th’.<irryrw» foe, 

Did cuer after scorne on foote to goe. 

Thus when this Courtly Gentleman with toyk 
Himselfe hath wearied, he doth recoylc 
Vnto his rest, and there with sweete delight 
Of Musicks skill reuiues his toyled spright. 

Or els with Loues, and Ladies gentle sports, 
The ioy of youth, himselfe he recomforts : 

Or lastly, when the bodie list to pause, 759 
His minde vnto the Muses he withdrawes ; 
Sweete Ladic Muses, Ladies of delight, 
Delights of life, and ornaments of light : 

With whom he close confers with wise discourse, 
Of Natures workes, of heauens continuall course, 
Of forreine lands, of people different. 

Of kingdomes change, of diuers gouernment, 
Of drcadfull battailes of renowmed Knights ; 
With which he kindleth his ambitious sprights 
To like desire and praise of noble fame. 

The onely vpshot whereto he doth ayme : 

For all his minde on honour fixed is, IV 
To which he leuels all his purposis. 

And in his Princes seruice spends his dayes, 
Not so much for to gaine, or for to raise 
Himselfe to high degree, as for his grace, 

And in his liking to winne worthie place ; 
Through due deserts and comely carriage. 

In whatso please employ his personage, 

That may be matter meete to gaine hun praise; 
For he is fit to vse in all assayes, 7^ 

Whether for Armes and warlike amentunce. 
Or else for wise and duill gouemaunoe. 
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For he is practiz'd well in polide, 

And thereto doth his Courting most applte : 

To Wroe the enterdeale of Princes strange, 

To marke th'intent of Counsells, and the change 
Of states, and eke of priuate men somewhile, 
Supplanted by fme falshood and faire guile ; 

Of all the which he gathcreth, what is fit 
T’cMich the storehouse of his powcrfull wit, 
Whidi through wise speadies, and graue con- 
ference 79t 

He daylie edces, and brings to excellence. 

Such is the rightfull Courtier in his kinde : 

But vnto such the Ape lent not his minde ; 
Such were for him no fit companions, 

Such would desaie his lewd conditions ; 

But the yong lustie gallants he did chose 
To follow, mecte to whom he might disclose 
His witlesse pleasance, and ill pleasing vaine. 

A thousand wayes he them could cntertaine, 
With all the thriftles gt^es, that may be found 
With mumming and with masking all around, 
With dice, with cards, with halliards farre vnhi. 
With shuttelcocks, misseeming manlie wit. 

With courtizans, and costly riotize, 

Whereof still somewhat to his sliare did rizc : 
Ne, them topleasure, would he sometimes scornc 
A Pandarcs coatc (so basely was he borne) ; 
Thereto he could fine louing verses frame, 

And play the Poet oft. But ah, for shame 
Let not sweete Poets praise, wliose onely pride 
Is vertue to aduaunce, and vice dende, 813 I 
Be with the worke of losels wit defamed, | 
Ne let such verses Poetrie be named : j 

Yet he the name on him would rashly take, I 
Maugre the sacred Muses, and it make | 
A seruant to tlie vile affection 
Of such, as he depended most vpon. 

And with the sugrie sweete thereof allure 
Chast Ladies earcs to fantasies impure. 820 
To such delights the noble wits he led 
Which him relieu’d, and their vaine humours 
fed 

With fruitles follies, and vnsound delights. 

But if perhaps into their noble sprighis 
Desire of honor, or braue thought of armes 
Did euer creepe, then with his wicked charmes 
And strong conceipts he would it driuc away, 
Ne suffer it to house there halfe a day. 

And whenso loue of letters did inspire 
Their gentle wits, and kindly wise desire, 830 
That chieffie doth each noble minde adomc, 
Then he would scoffe at learning, and eke scomc 
The Sectaries thereof, as people base 
And simple men, which neuer came in place 
Of worlos affaires, but in darkc corners mewd, 
Muttredof matters, as their bookes them sbewd, 
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Ne other knowledge euer did attainc, 

But with their gownes their grauitie mabtalne* 
From them he would his impudent lewde spcach 
Against Gods holie Minihtcni oft rcadi, &40 
And mocke Diuines and their profession ; 
What else then did he by progression. 

But mocke high God himsclfc, whom they pro- 
fesse? 

But what car'd he for God, or godlinesse ? 

All his care was himselfe how to aduaunce, 
And to vphold his courtly countenaunce 
By all the cunning mconcs be could deuise ; 
Were it by honest wayes, or otherwise, 

He n»de small choyce j yet sure hit honesiic 
Got him small gaines, but shamel^ ftatterie, 
And filthie brocage, and vnseemiy shifts, 851 
And borowe base, and some good liidies gifts : 
But the best helpe, which chiefly him sustain'd, 
Was his man Raynolds purchase which hegain'd. 
For he was sriiod'd by kinde in all the »iil 
Of close ccnuc'yoncc, and each practise ill 
Of coosinage and cleanly knauerie, 

Which oft maintain’d his masters braucrie. 
Ik*sides he wlc another slippric sli|;ht, 
i In taking on himselfe in eommon siglit, 860 
False personages, fit for eueric sted, 

With which he thousands cleanly coosined ; 
Now like a Merchant, Merchants to dt-reauc. 
With whom his credite he did often liauc 
In gage, for his gay Masters hopelcsie dett : 
Now like a Lawyer, when he Lind would lett, 
Or sell fee-simples hi his Masters name, 

W hich he had neuer, nor ought like the same : 
Tlien would he be a Broker, and draw in 869 
Both wares and money, by exchange to win : 
llien would he seemc a Farmer, that would «^ell 
Bargaines of woods, which he did lately fell, 
Or come, or cattle, or such other ware, 
Tlicriby to coosin men not well aware ; 

Of all the which there came a secret ift 
To ih’Afie, that he his countenaunce might bee. 
Besides all this, he vsd’ oft to beguile 
Poore suters, that in Court did haunt some 
while : 

For he would leamc their busines secretly, 
And then informc his Master hastely, 88®, 
That he by meancs might cast them to preuent, 
And beg the sutc, the which the other ment. 
Or otherwise false Reynold would abuse 
Tlic simple Suter, and wish him to diuse 
His Master, being one of great rega^ 

In Court, to compas anie sute not mrd. 

In case hispainet were rccompcnst with teaiai : 
So would be work^ the sitly man by trctfOQ 
To buy hit Masters frinolous good wilt, 

That had not power to doo him good or ill 
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So pitifull a thing is S Jters state. 891 

Most miserable man, whom wicked fate 
Hath brought to Court, to sue for liad ywist, 
That few haue found, and manie one hath mist; 
Full little knowest thou that hast not tride, 
Wliat hell it is, in suing long to bide : 

To loose good dayes, that might be better spent ; 
To wast long nights in pensiue discontent ; 

To speed to day, to be put back to morrow ; 

To feed on hope, to pine with feare and sorrow ; 
To haue thy Princes grace, yet want her Peeres; 
To haue thy asking, yet waite manic yeeres ; 
To fret thy soule with crosses and with cares ; 
To eate thy hear t through comfor tlesse dispaircs ; 
To fawne, to crowchc, to waite, to ride, to 
ronne, I 

To spend, to giue, to want, to be vndonne. | 
Vnhappie wight, borne to desastrous end, 1 
That doth his life in so long tendance spend. I 
Who euer leaues sweete home, where meane i 
estate 

In safe assurance, without strife or hate, 910 
Firides all things needfull for contentment 
meeke ; 

And will to Court for shadowes vaine to seeke. 
Or hope to gaine, himselfe will a daw trie : 
That curse God send vnto mine enemie. I 
For none but such as this bold Ape vnblest. 
Can euer thriue in that vnluckie quest ; 

Or such as hath a Reynold to his man. 

That by his shifts his Master furnish can. 

But yet this Foxe could not so closely hide 
His craftie feates, but that they were dcscridc 
At length, by such as sate in iustice seate, 921 
Who for the same him fowlie did entreate ; 
And hauing worthily him punished, 

Out of the Court for euer banished. 

And now the Ape wanting his huckster man, 
That wont prouide his necessaries, gan 
To growe into great lacke, ne could vpholde 
His countenaunce in those his garments olde : 
Ne new ones could lie easily prouide, 

Though all men him vneased gan deride, 930 
Like as a Puppit placed in a play, 

Whose part once past all men bid take away : 
So that he driuen was to great distresse, 
Andshortly brought to hopelesse wretchednesse. 
Then closely as he might, he cast to leaue 
The Court, not asking any passe or leaue ; 

But ran away in liis rent rags by night, 

Ne euer stayd in place, ne spake to wight, 

Till that the Foxe his copesmate he had found. 
To whome complayning his vnhappy stound, 
At last againe with him in trauell ioynd, 941 
And with him far’d some better chaunce to 
fynde. 


So in the world long time they wandered, 

And mickle want and liardnesse suffered ; 
That them repented much so foolishly 
To come so farre to seeke for misery. 

And leaue the sweetnes of contented home. 
Though eating hipps, and drinking watry fome. 
Thus as they them complayned too ana fro. 
Whilst through the forest rechlesse they did goe, 
Lo where they spide, how in a gloomy glade, 
The Lyon sleeping lay in secret shade, 952 
His Crowne and Scepter lying him beside. 

And liauing doft for heate his dreadfull hide : 
Which when they sawe, the Ape was sore 
afrayde, 

And would haue fled with terror all dismayde. 
But him the Foxe with hardy words did stay, 
And bad him put all cowardize away : 

For now was time (if euer they would hope) 
To ayme their counsels to the fairest scope, 
And them for euer highly to aduaunce, 961 
In case the good wliich their owne happie 
chaunce 

Them freely off red, they would wisely take. 
Scarse could the Ajxj yet S[)eake,sodidhe quake, 
Yet as he could, he askt how good might growe. 
Where nought but dread and death do seeme in 
show. 

Now (sayd he) whiles the Lyon sleepelh sound 
May we his Crowne and Mace take from the 
ground, 

And eke his skinne the terror of the wood, 
Wlicrewilh we may our seines (if we thinke 
good) 970 

Make Kings of Beasts, and Lords of forests all, 
Subicct vnto tliat powre impenall. 

Ah but (sayd the Ape) who is so bold a wretch, 
That dare his hardy hand to those outstretch : 
When as he knowes his meede, if he be spide. 
To be a thousand deathes, and shame beside ^ 
Fond Ape (sayd then the Foxe) into whose brest 
Neucr crept thought of honor, nor braue gest, 
Who will not venture life a King to be, 

And rather rule and raigne in soueraign see, 
Than dwell in dust inglorious and bace, 981 
Where none shall name the number of his place? 
One ioyous houre in blisfull happines, 

I ;hose before a life of wretchednes. 

Be therefore counselled herein by me, 

And shake off this vile harted cowardree. 

If he awake, yet is not death the next, 

For we may coulor it with some pretext 
Of this, or that, that may excuse the cryme ; 
Else we may flye ; thou to a tree mayst clyme, 
And I creepe vnder ground ; both from his 
reach : 991 

Therefore be rul’d to doo as I doo teach. 
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The Ape, that earst did nought but chill and 
quake, 

Now gan some coumge vnto him to take, 

And was content tu attempt tliat enterprise, 
Tickled with glorit and rash couetise. 

But tirst gan question, whether should assay 
Those royal I ornaments to steale away ? 

Marie that shall your selfe (quoth he theretoo) 
For ye be fine and nimble it to doo ; looo 
Of all the beasts whicli in the forrests bee, 

Is not a fitter for this turnc than yec ; 
Therefore, mine owne deare brother take good 
hart, 

And euer thinkc a Kingdome is your part. 
Loath was the Ape, though praised, to aduenter, 
Yet faintly gan into his worke to enter, 

Afraid of euerie leafe, that stir’d him by, 

And euerie stick, tliat vnderncalh did ly ; 

Vpon his tiptoes nicely he vp went, 1009 
For making noyse, and still his care he lent 
To euerie sound, that vnder heauen blew, 

Now went, now stept, now crept, now back- 
ward drew, 

That it good sport had been him to haue eyde : 
Yet at the last (so well he him applyde,) 
Through his fine handling, and cleanly pby, 

He all those royall signes liad stolne away, 

And with the Foxes helpc them borne aside, 
Into a secret corner vnespide. 1018 

Whither whenas they came, they fell at words, 
Whether of them should be the Lord of Lords : 
For th'Ape was stryfull, and ambicious ; 

And the Foxe guileful I, and most couetous, 
That neither pleased was, to haue the raync 
Twixt them diuided into euen twaine, 

But either (algates) would be Lords alone : 

For Loue and Lordship bide no paragone. 

I am most worthie (said the Ape) sith I 
For it did put my life in ieopardie : 1028 

Thereto I am in person, and in stature 
Most like a man, the Lord of euerie CTcature, 
So that it seemeth I was made to raigne, 

And borne to be a Kingly soucraigne. 

Nay (said the Foxe) Sir Ape you are astray : 
For though to steale the Diademe away 
Were the worke of your nimble hand, yet I 
Did first deuise the plot by pollicie ; 

So that it wholly springeth from my wit : 

For which also I claime my selfe more fit 
Than you, to rule : for gouernment of state 
Will without wisedomc soone be ruinate. 

And where ye claime your selfe for outward 
shape 

Most like a man, Man is not like an Ape 
In his chiefc parts, that is, in wit and spintc : 
But I therein most like to him doo mcrite 


For my slic wylcs and siibtill croftinessc, 

The title of the Kingdome to possesse. 

Nath'les (my brother) since we passed are 
Vnto tins jwint, Mill apjxsise our iarre, 

And I with reason mcete will rest amtent, 

That ye slull haue both crowne and gouern* 
ment, 1050 

Vpon condition, that ye ruled l)ec 
In all afliures, and counselled by mee ; 

And that yc let none other euer drawc 
Your mindc from me, but keepe this as t lawe: 
And hcrevpon an oath vnto me plight. 

The Ape was glad to end the strife so light, 

And thereto swore: for who would not oft 
swcarc, 

And oft vnsweare, a Diademe to lieare ? 

Then freely vp those royall sjuiyles he looke, 
Yet at the Lyons skin he inly quookc ; io<>0 

But it dissembled, and \|)on his head 
The Crowne, and on his Uuke the skin he did, 
And the false Foxe him helj)cd to array. 

Tlien when he was all ilighl he looke his way 
into the forest, that he might be scene 
Of the Wilde beasts in his new glory shecnc. 
There the two first , whornc he cncount red, were 
I'hc Sheepe and th’Asse, who striken both with 
feare 

At sight of him, gan fast away to flye, 

But vnto them the Foxe alowd did cry, 1070 
And in the Kings name Uid them both to stay, 
VjX)n the puyne iIliI thereof follow may. 
Hardly naythlcs were they rtstruvned so, 

Til! that the Foxe forth toward them did goe, 
And there diss waded tlicin from nccdltssc feare, 
For that the King did fauour to them bcarc ; 
And therefore dreadks l«d them come toCortc : 
For no wild Ijeasls should do them any torte 
Tlicrc or abroad , nc would his inaiest yc 1 079 
Vse them but well, with graciws chmcncyc, 
As whornc he knew to him lioih fast and true } 
.So he perswaded them, with homage due 
Thcmsclues to humble to the Ape prostrate, 
WTo gently to them bowing in his gate, 
Reccyued them with chearefuil entcriaync. 
'rhenexfforth proceeding wiihhls princely trayne, 
He shortly met the Tygrc, and tlie Bore, 
Wliich with the simple Camcll raged ^rc 
In bitter words, seeking to take occasion, 

Vpon his fleshly corpse to make inuasion : 

But soone as they this mock-King did espy; 
Their troublous strife they stinted by and by, 
TTiinking indeed that it the Lyon was : 

He then to prouc, whether his powre would 
As currant, sent the Foxe to them streight way , 
Commaunding them their cause of strife be- 
wray ; 
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And if that wrong on eyther side there were^ 
That he should warnc the wronger to appeare 
The morrow next at Court, it to defend ; 

In the meane time vpon the King t’attend. 

The subtile Foxe so well his rae^e sayd, 

That the proud beasts him readily obayd : 
Whereby the Ape in wondrous stomack woxe, 
Strongly encorag’d by the crafty Foxe ; 

That King indeed himselfe he shortly thought, 
And all the Beasts him feared as they ought : 
And followed vnto his palaice hyc, 

Where taking Conge, each one by and by 
Departed to his home in dreadfull awe, 1109 
Full of the feared sight, which late they sawe. 
The Ape thus seized of the Regall throne, 
Eftsones by counsell of the Foxe alone, 

Gan to prouide for all things in assurance. 

That so his rule might lenger haue endurance. 
First to his Gate he point^ a strong gard. 
That none might enter but with issue hard : 
Then for the safegard of his personage, 

He did appoint a warlike equipage 1 1 id 
Of forreine beasts, not in the forest bred, 

But part by land, and part by water fed ; 

For tyrannic is with strange ayde supported. 
Then vnto him all monstrous beasts resorted 
Bred of two kindes, as Griffons, Minotaures, 
Crocodiles, Dragons, Beauers, and Centaures : 
With those himselfe he strengthned mightclie. 
That feare he neede no force of enemie. 

Then gan he rule and tyrannize at will. 

Like as the Foxe did guide his grace les skill, 
And all wylde beasts made vassals of his 
pleasures, 

And with their spoyles enlarg’d hb priuate 
treasures. 1130 

No care of iustice, nor no rule of reason. 

No temperance, nor no regard of season 
Did thenceforth euer enter in his minde, 

But crueltie, the signe of currish kinde, 

And sdeignfull pride, and wilfull arrogaunce ; 
Such foliowes those whom fortune doth ad* 
uaunce. 

But the false Foxe most kindly plaid his part : 
For whatsoeuer mother wit, or arte 
Could worke, he put in proofe : no practise slic. 
No counterpoint of cunning policie, 1140 
No reach, no breach, that might him profit 
bring, 

But he the same did to his purpose wring. 
Nought suffered he the Ape to giue or graunt, 
But through his hand must passe the Faunt. 
All offices, all leases by him lept, 

And of them all whatso he likte, he kept 
Justice he solde iniustice for to buy, 

And for to purchase for his progeny. 


Ill might it prosper, that ill gotten was. 

But so he got it, little did he pas. 

He fed his cubs with fat of all the soyle. 

And with the sweete of others sweating toylc, 
He crammed them with crumbs of Benefices, 
And fild their mouthes with meeds of malefices, 
He cloathed them with all colours saue white, 
And loded them with lordships and with might, 
So much as they were able well to beare, 

That with the weight their backs nigh broken 
were ; 

He cliaffred Chayres in which Churchmen were 
set. 

And breach of lawes to priuie ferme did let ; 
No statute so established might bee, 1161 
Nor ordinaunce so necdfull, but that hee 
Would violate, though not with violence. 

Yet vnder colour of the confidence 
The which the Ape repos'd in him alone, 

And reckned him the kingdomes comer stone. 
And euer when he ought would bring to pas, 
His long experience the platforme was : 

And when he ought not pleasing would put by, 
The cloke was care of thrift, and husbandry, 
For to encrease the common treasures store ; 
But his owne treasure he encreased more 
And lifted vp his loftie towres thereby, 

Tlut they began to threat the neighbour sky ; 
The whiles the Princes pallaces fell fast 
To ruine : (for what thing can euer last ?) 
And whilest the other Peeres for pouertie 
Were forst their auncient houses to let lie, 
And their olde Castles to the ground to fall, 
Which their forefathers famous ouer all 1180 
Had founded for the Kingdomes ornament, 
And for their memories long moniment 
But he no count made of Nobilitie, 

Nor the wilde beasts whom armes did glorifie, 
J The Realmes chiefe strength and girlond of the 
crowne, 

All these through fained crimeshethrust adowne, 
Or made them dwell in darknes of disgrace : 
For none, but whom he list might come in place. 
Of men of armes he had but small regard, 

But kept them lowe, and streigned verie hard 
For men of learning little he esteemed ; 1 19^ 
His wisedome he aboue their learning deemed 
As for the rascall Commons least he cared ; 
For not so common was his bountie shared ; 
Let God (said he) if please, care for the manifj 
I for my sclfe must care before els anie : 

So did ne good to none, to manie ill, 

So did he all the kingdome rob and pill, 

Yet none durst spcjdce, ne none durst of hiffi 
plaine ; 

So great he was in grace, and rich through gain*- 



MOTHER HVBBERDS TALE. 


Ne would be uiie let to haue accesse laoi 
Vnto the Prinoe, but by his owne addresse : 

For all that els ^d come, were sure to (aile, 

Yet would he further none but for auaile. 

For on a time the Sheepe» to whom of yore 
The Foxe bad promisea oil friendship store. 
What time the Ape the iongdome first did ^ne, 
Came to t^ Court, her case there to cocnplaine. 
How that the Wolfe her mortall enemie 
Had sithenoe slaine her Lambe most auelUe ; 
And therefore crau'd to come vnto the King, 

To let knowe the order of the thing. 

^f t Goodie Sheepe(then said the Foxe) not soe: 
Vnto the King so ra^ ye may not goe, 

He is with greater matter busied, 1215 
Thana Lambe, or theLambes owne mothers hed. 
Nc certes may 1 take it well in part. 

That ye my cousin Wolfe so fowly thwart, 

And seeke with slaunder his gc^ name to blot : 
For there was cause, els doo it ht‘ would not. 
Therefore surcease good Dame ,and hence deport . 
So went the Sheepe away with heauie hart. 

So manie moe, so eucric one was vscd, 

That to giue largely to the boxe refused. 

Now when high Joue, in whose almightic hand 
The care of Kings, and power of Empires stand, 
Sitting one day within his turret hye, 

From whence he vewes with his blacklidded eye, 
Wliatso the heauen in his wide vawte containcs, 
And all that in the deepest earth remaines. 
The troubled kingdome of wilde beasts beheldc, 
Whom not their kindly Souereigne did welde, 
But an vsurping Ape with guile suborn’d. 

Had all subuerst, he sdeignfully it scorn’d 
In his great heart, and hanlly did refraine. 

But that with thunder bolts he had hun slaine, 
And driuen downe to hell, his dewest meed ; 
But him auizing, he that dreadful I deed 
Forbore, and rather chose with scornfull shame 
Him to auenge, and blot his brutish name 
Vnto the world, that neuer after anic 124* 
Should of his race be voyd of iafamic : 

And his false counsellor, the ause of all. 

To damne to death, or dole perpetuall, 

F rom whence he neuer shoulabc quit , nor stal d . 
Forthwith he Mer curie vnto him cal’d, 

And bad him flie with neuer resting spe^ 

Vnto the forrest, where wilde beasts doo breed. 
And there enquiring priuily, to Icarne, 1249 
What did of late chaunce to the Lyon steame, 
That he rul’d not the Empire, as he ought ; 
And whence were all those plaints vnto him 


Of wron« and spoyles, by saluage beasts com- 
mitted; . . 

Which done, he bad the Lyon be remitted 


w 

Into his scate, and those same tioKhourt vile 
Be punished for their presumptuous ^*le. 

The Sonne of Maui soone as he reoeiird 
That word, streight with his anire wings he 
clean’d 1x56 

The li(|uid clowdes, and lucid hnnament ; 

Nc staid, till that he came with steeo dei^t 
Vnto the place, where his ptesaipt aid ihowe. 
TTiere stouping like an arrowe from a bowe, 

He soft arriued on the grassie pUdne, 

And fairly paced forth with easie paine, 

Till that vnto the Pallace nigh he came. 

Then gan he to himselfe new shape to frame, 
And that faire face, and that ^brosiall hew, 
Which wonts to dcckc the Gods immor tall crew, 
And bcautefie the shinie Srmament, 1269 
He doft, vnfit for that rude rabWement. 

So standing by the gates in strange disguite, 

He gan enquire of some in secret wi*e, 

Both of the King, and of hiL gouerni^nt, 

And of the Foxe, and his false blandishnwnt ; 
And eucrmore he heard each one complaine 
Of foule abuses both in realme and raine. 

Which yet to proue more tnic, he meant to see, 
And an ey-witnes of each thing to bee.^ 

Tho on his head his dreadful! nat he dight, 
>^idi midteth him inuisiblc in sight, 1280 
And mocketb th’em of all the lookers on, 
Making them thintc it but a vision. 

Through power of that, he runnet through 
enemies iwerds; 

Through power of that, he passeth through the 

herds . 1 m 

Of rauenous wilde beasts, and doth beguile 
Tlicir grecdic mouthes of the expected spoyle ; 
Through power of that, his cunning thecue^cs 
He wonts to worke, that none the same e^es ; 
And throi^ the power of that, he puttelh on 

What shape be list in apparition. 129c 

That on his head he wore, and in his hand 
He tookc Caduceus his snakic wand, 

With which the damned ghosts he gouenwlh, 
And furies rules, and Tarlarc tempereth. 

With that he causeth sleep to seiie the eyes, 
And feare the harts of all his » 

And when him U-st, an vniucrsall night 
Throughout the world he makes on euene 
vight; , **98 

As when his Syre with AUumena ay. 

Thus dight, into the Court he 

Doth through the gard , which neuer did descrioe, 

Andthroui^thcwatchmcn,whohimneuerspKie: 

Thenceforth he pest into each 

Whereas he saw, that sorely gneu d his hart, 

E«ch place abounding with fowleintui^, 

And hid with treasure radit with rebbenet ; 
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Ea ch place defilde with blood of guiltles beasts, 
Which had been slaine, to serue the Apes 
beheasts ; 

Gluttonie, malice, pride, and couetizc, 

And lawlesnes raigning with riotize ; 1310 

Besides the infinite extortions, 

Done through the Foxes great oppressions, 

That the complaints thereof couta not be tolde. 
V^ich when he did with lothfull eyes kholde, 
He would no more endure, but came his way. 
And cast to seeke the Lion, where he may, 

That he might worke the auengement for this 
shame. 

On those two caytiues, which had bred him 
blame. 

And seeking all the forrest busily, 1319 
At last he found, where sleeping he did ly: 

The wicked weed, which there the Foxe did lay, 
From vnderneath his head he tooke away, 

And then him waking, forced vp to rize. 

The Lion looking vp gan him auize. 

As one late in a traunce, what had of long 
Become of him : for fantasie is strong. 

Arise (said Mercurie) thou sluggish beast, 

That here liest senseles,like the corpse deceast, 
The whilste thy kingdome from thy head is rent, 
And thy throne royall with dishonour blent; 
Arise, and doo thy selfe redeeme from shame. 
And be aueng’d on those that breed thy blame. 
Thereat enraged, soone he gan vpstart. 
Grinding his teeth, and grating his great hart, 
And rouzing vp hiraselfe, for his rough hide 
He gan to reach ; but no where it espidc. 
Therewith he gan full terribly to rore, 

And chafte at that indignitie right sore. 

.But when his Crowne and scepter both he 
wanted, 

Lord how he fum’d, and sweld, and rag’d, and 
panted ; 1340 

And threatned death, and thousand deadly 
dolours 

To them that had purloyn’d his Princely 
honours. 

With that in hast, disroabed as he was, 

He toward his ownc Pallace forth did pas ; 
And all the way he roared as he went. 

That all the forrest with astonishment 


Thereof did tremble, and the beasts therein 
Fled ^t away from that so dreadfull din. 

At last he came vnto his mansion, 13^ 
Where all the gates he found fast lockt anon, 
And manie warders round about them stood ; 
With that he roar’d alowd, as he were wood, 
That all the Pallace quaked at the stound, 

As if it quite were riuen from the wound, 

And all within were dead and hartles left ; 

And th’Ape himselfe, as one whose wits were 
reft, 

Fled here and there, and euerie corner sought, 
To hide himselfe from his owne feared thought. 
But the false Foxe when he the Lion heard, 
Fled closely forth, streightway of death afeard, 
And to the Lion came, full lowly creeping, 1361 
With fained face, and watrie eyne halfeweeping, 
T’excuse his former treason and abusion, 

And turning all vnto the Apes confusion : 
Nath’les the royall Beast forbore beleeuing, 
But bad him stay at ease till further preeuing. 
Then when he saw no entrance to him graunted, 
Roaring yet lowder that all harts it daunted, 
Vpon those gates with force he fiercely flewe, 
And rending them in pieces, felly slewe 1370 
Those warders strange, and all that els he met 
But th' Ape still flying, he no where might get ; 
From rowme to rowme, from beame to b^c 
he fled 

All breathles, and for feare now almost ded : 
Yet him at last the Lyon spide, and cau^t, 
And forth with shame vnto his judgement 
brought. 

Then all the beasts he causd’ assembled bee. 
To heare their doome, and sad ensample sec; 
The Foxe, first Author of that treacherie, 

He did vnease, and then away let flie. 1(380 
But th’Apes long taile (which then he had) he 
quight 

Cut ofl, and both eares pared of their hight ; 
Since which, all Apes but halfe their eares hauc 
left, 

And of their tailes are vtterlie bereft. 

So Mother Hubberd her discourse did end : 
Which pardon me, if I amisse haue pend ; 

For weake was my remembrance it to hold. 
And bad her tongue that it so bluntly toldd. 


FINIS. 


RVINES of ^ome. 

af^me: by Bellay. 


1 Vn^rdeep riunes, with huge walls opprest, 
Ifct no your pr^, the which shall n^r die 
Tluough yw tare verses, ne in ashes rest ; 

M so be ^Ihng voyce of wight aliue 

from hence to depth of darkest hell, 
wn let those deep Abysses open riue, 

That ye imy vnderstand my shreiking yell 
Thrice h^ng scene vndcr the heauens veale 
^ur toombs denoted compasse ouer all, lo 
piriM vnto you with lowd voyce I appcale 
furie here doo call, 

The whiles that 1 with sacred horror sine 
Your glorie, fairest of all earthly thing. 


iica lugu snot vp in , 

wcw will tne oide Ephesian buildings blazi 
And Yy/ttf nurslings their Pyramidcs faire ; 
The s^e yet vaunting Greece will tell the 
stone 

Of loues great Image in Olympus placed, 20 
M(molu5 worke will be the Conanj glorie, 
And will boast the Labyrinth, now raced ; 

Ine antique Rhodian will likewise set forth 
1 ne great Colosse, erect to Memoric ; 

And what els in the world is of like worth, 
oome greater learned wit will magnifie. 

But I will sing alwue all moniments 
Seuen Romane Hils, the worlds 7. wonder- 
ments. 


Thou stranger, which for Rome in Rome here 
seekest, 

;^d nought of Rome in Rome perceiu’st at all, 
ihese same olde walls, olde arches, which thou 
seest, 

Olde Palaces, is that which Rome men call. 
Behold what wreake, what mine, and what 
wast. 

And how that she, which with her raightic 
powre 

d all the world, hath tam’d herselfc at last, 
1 ne pray of time, which al 1 things doth deuowre. 

now of Rome is th*oncTy funerall, 

Jnd onely Rome of Rome hath victorie ; 
je ought saue Tyber hastning to his fall 

of all : 0 worlds incQDstande. ^ 
That which is firme doth flit and fall away, 
And that is flitting, doth abide and stay. 


Her wl^ta'dwith hills, the:^hil,,’;Wd be 

TomW hergreatnes, which did thr«te thr 

Vp(» her h«d he hcapt Mount Satunul ^ 
Vpon her beiiie th'antique Palaltiu, 

VpOT her stomadc laid Mount QuirM, 

Mount VimtmU and Amime doo mccic 


A 'ju° ****’ nature, arte. 

And hcauen could doo, 0 «u»w,ih« l«i him .et. 

By that whicli but the picture is ol thee. 60 
Rome 1$ no TOre : but if the shade of Reme 
May of ilu: bodic yeeld a seeming sight. 

It 5 like a corse drawne forth out of the tombe 
B^lagicke skjll out of eteriiall night : 

I A j L AVwr in adics 1$ entombed 

I And her great spiritc reioyned lo the ipirite 
Ul t^s great masse, is in the same enwombed ; 
But her braue writings, which her famous merite 
In spight of lime, out of the dust doth reare 
Doo make her Idolc Uirough the world 
appeare. 

6 

Such as the Berecynlhian Goddesse bright 
In her swift charret with high turrets crownde, 
Proud that so manic Gods she brought to li^l ; 
Such was this Citie in her good dmes fownd ; 
This Citie, more than that great Phntm 
mother 

Renowm d for fruitc of famous progenie. 

Whose greatnes by the great nes of none other. 
But by her selfc her equal) match could see : 

Rome onely might to Rome compared bee, 
And onely Rome could make great Rome to 
tremble : 3 q 

So did the Gods by heauenly doomc decree, 
That other earthlie power should not resemM 
Her that did match the whole earths puis* 
saunce,' 

And did her courage to th# hmaiiw ■ 
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Ye sacred mines, and ye tragick sights, As that braue sonne of Afson, which by 

Which onely doo the name of retaine, clurmes 

Olde moniments, which of so famous sprights Atcheiu’d the golden Fleece in Colchid land 


The honour yet in ashes doo maintalnc : 
Triumphant Arcks, spyres neighbours to the 
skie, 

That you to see doth th’heauen it selfe appall, 
Alas, by little ye to nothing flie, 91 

The peoples fable, and the spoyle of all ; 

And though your frames do for a time make 
warre 

Gainst time, yet time in time shall ruinate 
Your workes and names, and your last reliqucs 
mar re. 

My sad desires, rest therefore moderate : 

For if that time make ende of things so sure. 
It als will end the paine, which I endure. 

8 

Through armes and vassals Rom the world 
subdu’d, 

That one would wcenc, that one sole Cities 
strength 100 

Both land and sea in roundnes had suruew’d, 
To be the measure of her bredth and length : 

This peoples vertue yet so fruitfull was 
Of vertuous nephewes, that posteritie 
Striuing in power their grandfathers to passe. 
The lowest earth ioin’d to the heauen hie ; 

To th’endthat hauingall parts in their power, 
Nought from the Ronune Empire might be 
quight, 

And that though time doth Commonwealths 
deuowre, 109 

Yet no time should so low embase their higlit. 
That her head earth’d in her foundationsdeep, 
Should not her name and endles honour keep. 

9 

Ye cruell starres, and eke ye Gods vnkinde, 
Heauen enuious, and bitter btcj^dame Nature, 
Be it by fortune, or by course of kinde 
That ye doo weld th’affaires of earthhe creature; 

Why haue your liands long sithence traueiled 
To frame this world, that doth endure so long ? 
Or why were not these Romane palaces 1 19 
Made of some matter nolcsse firme and strong^ 
I say not, as the common voyce doth s.iy. 
That all things which beneath the Moonc haue 
being 

Are temporal), and subiect to decay : 

But I say rather, tiiough not all agreeing 
With some, that weene the contrarie in 
thought ; 

That all this whole shall one day come to 
nought. 


Out of the earth engendred men of armes 
Of Dragons teeth, sowne in the sacrc*d sand , 
So this braue Towne, diat in her youthlie 
dales I 

An Hydra was of warriours glorious, 

Did fill with her renowmed nourslings praise 
The fine sunnes both one and other hous : 

But tliey at last, there being then not liumg 
An Hercules, so ranke seed to represse ; 
Emongst themselues with cruell furie striuuii;, 
Mow’d downe themselues with slaughter merci 
lesse ; 

Renewing in themselues that rage vnkindc, 
Which whilom did those earthborn brethren 
bhnde. 140 

11 

Mars shaming to haue giuen so great head 
To his off-sprmg, that mortall puissaunce 
Puft vp with pride of Romane hardie head, 
Seem’d abouc heauens powre it selfe to .u! 
uaunce ; 

Cooling againe his former kindled hcate, 
With which he had those Ronune spirits tild 
Did blowe new fire, and with enflamed breath, 
Into the Gothickc colde liot rage instil’d 
Then gan that Nation, th’earths new than' 
brood, 

To dart abrojxd the thunder bolts of warre, 
And beating downe these walls with fuiiou' 
mood 151 

Into her mothers bosome, all did marre ; 

To th’end that none, all were it loue his m' 
Should boast himselfc of the Romane Eminn 

12 

Like as whilome the children of the earth 
Hcapt hils on hils, to scale the starrie sku-, 
And fight against the Gods of heauenly b( rth 
Whiles loue at them his thunderbolts let (Ik 
All suddenly with lightning ouerthrownc. 
The furious squadrons downe to ground ih ' 
fall, 

That th’earth vndcr her childrens weight uk 
gronc, 

And th’heauens in glorie triumpht ouer all : 

So did that haughtie front which heaped \'a5 
On these seuen Romane hils, it selfe vpreare 
Ouer the world, and lift her loftie face 
Against the heauen, that gan her force to 
feare. , 

But now these scorned fields bemone her f ul 
And Gods secure feare not her force at all 
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Nor the swift furie of the flames aspiring, 
Nor the deep wounds of victours raging blade, 
Nor ruthlesse spoyle of souldiers blood-desiring, 
The which so oft thee {Rome) their conquct.1 
made; 

Nc stroke on stroke of fortune variable, 

Ne rust of age hating continuance, 

Nor wrath of Gods, nor spight of men viistable, 
Nor thou opposd’ against thineowne puissance, 
Nor th’horrible vprore of windcs higli blow- 
ing, 

Nor swellingstreames of that Gixl snakie-()aced. 
Which hath so often with his overflowing 
Thee drenched, haue tliy pride so much abace<l , 
But tlut this nothing, which the) haue llue 
left, Ibi 

Makes the world wonder, what they from 
thee reft. 

As men in Summer fearlcs passe the foord. 
Which IS in Winter lord of all the plaine, 

And with his tumbling streames doth beare 
aboord 

The ploughmans hope, and shepheards labour 
\aiiie : 

And as the coward beasts vse to despise 
The noble Lion alter his hues end, 

Whetting their teeth, and wilhvaine hxillurdisc 
Daring the loc, that cannot him defend : loo 
And as at 7 roy most dastards ot tlic (irtckes 
Did brauc about the cor[)eS of lltclor coldc , 
So those which whilome wont with pallid 
chcekes 

The Romaiie triumphs glorie t(^ Ix-liold. 

Now on tliese asliic tonibcs shew Uddnt'Sse 


i6 

Like as ye see the wnithfull Sea from farre, 

' Inagrcal mounlaim hea(>'i wiihhidc'Ousnov^, 
Lllsoones of thousand l)ill»>w( s vluxildrcd mure, 
Agiuasl a kocke to hrc.cki w uhdrt .idfull|ioyse • 
Like as )e see tell with sji.u|x' bLisi, 

Tossing huge temjk.‘sts tlirough the troubled 
skie, 

' Eftsevnes haumg Ins wide wings sunt m wust, 

' To stc>p his wearie carierc sudekniy ; 

I And as vc see huge flames sjirrd diuerslic, 

I (iatiicred m one vp to ilie lieaiuns to spvrc, 

' Eftsooncs coiisiiin'd to f.illck/wne ieebil) : 

So whilom did this Monarc Inc aspvre 
As w.iues, as wiinit, .is tire sprtd oner ull. 
Till It by latall d(x>iiK adownc did full. 

So long as /()!<(' grvat latddidm.ikelns (light, 
lie.iring the lire w il!i whit !i he am n doth vs (i.t\ , 
He men had not h.ire e;j that j'resuiMptiious 
might, 

With winch tlie (naunls did llie Gods avsay. 
But all so sotuic, as scortdnng Sunne luid 
brent 

IBs wings, wlinli wt>nt the earth to oner'^predil. 
The earth <*iit Kt r massic w'tnilK* loith sent 
Tiiatantitjuelioiri r.wlm liniadcheaui nudr«-(J(l 
Tlic'ii was tlie (Mrniaiic Kaiun in disguise 
'Ihat Komanel-igh sum to < leane asunder, 
j '\n<l towards lie.iiun Ireshly to arise' 
i Out t»f tlux' niountaiiu s, now (onsum’d to 
ponder. 

I In wlndi the foule that si rues to U‘ure the 
I lightning, 

I Is now no more s. < n (K mg, nor alighting 


vainc. 

And conquer’d dare the ( onquerour ilisdaine. 

15 

Ye pallid spirits, and ye ashic ghoasts, 
Whidi loying in the brighlnes of )our day. 
Brought foorth those signes of your presump- 
tuous boasts 

Winch now their dusty reliqucs do Ixwray ; 

Tell me ye spirits (suh the darksome riucr 
Of .S/yx, not p.issable to soules riturinrig, 
Enclosing you in thrice three wards for eiu r, 
Doo not restraine your images still rnoiiriiing) 
Tell me then (for perhajis some one of you 
V<.t here aboue him secretly doth hide) 

Doo ye not feelc your tonnents to arcrewc, 
When ye sometimes behold the ruin’d pride 
Of these old Romane works built with your 
hands, 

Now to become nought eh, but heaped sands.-' 


, JO 

j Tlicsc hcajK's ('{ sl'iiic , tlicse old wals whidi 
I ye see, ^ 

I Wire hrst eic h urf but of siluuge sovle , 
i And these braiie I’.ill.iMs whidi maystred U-e 
j (if time, wen sfii | hr.irds ((ai.iges M>m''while. 

I Thentouke till dll phe.erdsKin)-lv ornaments 
And the sloiil h;, nde arm'd his right hand with 
I Steele : 

Kltsexines tlieir rul» of \e.irdy I’rrsxlents 
(iftw great, anrl -'ixe luontlis grratcr a great 
I detlc ; 

1 \Vlnrhmaelcj)er)x-tuall.r(M‘tOM)greatmighl, 

Tlial thence tli’lmixn.ill Eigle rix-ting toejke, 

; 1, llth’hcaucn It sdfeopjx*-, 11, g gainst her might, 

Her power to /V/rrr suic^s^or Ixtor^ke; 2^0 
Wlio shepheardlikf’, fas fates the same fore- 
i seeing) 

j Doth shew, tliat all things turnc to their hrsl 
I being. 
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All that is perfect, which th’heauen beaute- 
hes ; 

All that’s imperfect, borne belowe the Moone ; 
All that doth feede our spirits and our cies ; 
And all that doth consume our pleasures soone ; 
All the mishap, the which our dales out* 
weares. 

All the good of th’oldest times afore, 

Rome in the time of her great ancesters. 

Like a Pandora^ locked long in store. 260 
But destinie this huge Chaos turmoyling, 

In which all good and euill was enclosed, 

Their heauenly vertues from these woes assoyl- 
.ing, 

Caried to heauen, from sinfull bondage losed : 
But their great sinnes, the causers of their 
painc, 

Vnder these antique mines yet remaine. 

20 

No otherwise than raynie cloud, first fed 
With earthly vapours ^thered in the ayre, 
Eftsoones in compas arch’t, to steepe his hed. 
Doth plonge himselfe in Tetkys bosome faire ; 
And mounting vp againe, from whence he 
came, 271 

With his great bellie spreds the dimmed world. 
Till at the last dissoluing his moist frame. 

In raine, or snowe, or haile he forth is horld ; 
This Citie, which was first but shepheards 
shade, 

Vprising by degrees, grewe to such height, 
That Queene of land and sea her sclfe she made. 
At last not able to beare so great weight. 

Her power disperst, through all the world did 
vade ; 

To shew that all in th’cnd to nought shall 
fade. 280 

21 

The same which Pyrrhus, and the puissaunce 
Of Afrike could not tame, tliat same braue Citie, 
Which with stout courage arm’d against mis- 
chaunce, 

Sustein’d the shocke of common enmitie ; 

Lone as her shio tost with so manie freakes. 
Had all the world in armes against her bent. 
Was neuer scene, that anie fortunes wreakes 
Could breake her course begun with braue 
intent. 288 

But when the obiect of her vertue failed. 
Her power it selfe against it selfe did arme ; 
As he that hauing long in tempest sailed, 
Faine would ariue, but cannot for the storme. 
If too great winde against the port him driue, 
Doth m the port it selfe his vessell riue. 


22 

When that braue honour of the Latine 
name, 

Which mear’d her mle with Africa, and Byu, 
With Thames inhabitants of noble fame, 

And they which see the dawning day arize ; 

Her nourslings did with mutinous vprore 
Harten against her selfe, her conquer’d spoile, 
Which she had wonne from all the world ^ore, 
Of all the world was spoyl’d within a while. 

So when the compost course of the vniuerse 
In sixe and thirtie thousand yeares is ronne, 
The bands of th’elements shall backe reuerse 
To their first discord, and be quite vndonne: 
The seedes, of which all things at first were 
bred, 

Shall in great Chaos wombe againe be hid. 


0 warie wisedome of the man, that would 
TTiat Carthage towres from spoile should be for- 
borne, 310 

To th’end that his victorious people should 
With cancring laisure not be ouerworne ; 

He well foresaw, how that the Romam 
courage, 

Impatient of pleasures faint desires, 

Through idlenes would turne to ciuill rage. 
And be her selfe the matter of her fires. 

For in a people giuen all to ease. 

Ambition is engendred easily ; 

As in a vicious bodie, grose disease 
Soone growes through humours superfluitie. 
That came to passe, when swolne with 
plenties pride, 321 

Nor prince, nor peere, nor kin they would 
abide. 

24 

If the blinde f uric, which warres breedelh oft, 
Wonts not t’enrage the hearts of equal) 
beasts, 

Whether they faie on fcote, or flie aloft, 

Or armed be with clawes, or scalie creasts t 
What fell Erynnis with hot burning tongs, 
Did grype your hearts, with noysome rage 
imbew’d, 

That each to other working cruel 1 wrongs, 
Your blades in your owne bowels you ero* 
brew’d? ^ 33 ° 

Was this (ye Romanes) your hard destinie ? 
Or some old sinne, whose vnappeased emit 
Powr’d vengeance forth on you etcrnallie ? 

Or brothers blood, the which at first was yh 
Vpon your walls, that God might not endurtf 
Vpon the same to set foundation swe ? 


RVINES OP ROME. 


0 that I had the Thradan Poets harpe, 

For to awake out o( th’mfemall sMe 
Those antique Casars, sUei^ long in darke, 
Ihe which this aundent Citie whiloine made : 

Or that 1 had Ampkions instniineot» 341 
To quicken with his vitall notes aocord, 

The stonie ioynts of these old walls now rent, 
By which iWAusonian light might be restor’d : 

Or that at least I could with pencill fine. 
Fashion the pourtraicts of these Palacis, 

By paterne of great Virpls spirit diuine ; 

I would assay with that which in me is, 

To builde with leucll of ray loftie style, 349 
That which no hands can euerraore corapyle. 

26 

Who list the Romane greatnes forth to 
figure. 

Him needeth not to seeke for v^e right 
I Of line, or lead, or rule, or squaire, to measure 
I Her length, her breadth, her deepnes, or her 
hight : 

But him behooues to vew in composse round 
All that the Ocean graspes in his long armes ; 
Be it where the yercly starre dotli scortch the 
ground, 

Or where colde Boreas blowes his bitter stormes. 
Rom was th’whole world, and al the world 
was Rom^ 

And if things nam’d their names doo equalize, 
When land and sea ye name, then name ye 
Rom ; 3^* 

And naming Rom ye land and sea comprize : 
For th’auncient Plot of Rom displayed 
plaine. 

The map of all the wide world doth containe. 


Thou that at Rom astonisht dost behold 
The antique pride, which menaced the skie, 
Tiiese haughtie heapes, these palaces of olde, 
These wa&, these arcks, these baths, these 
temples hie ; 3^ 

ludge by these ample mines vew, the rest 
The which iniurious time hath quite outwome, 
Since of all workmen helde in reckning best, 
Yet these olde fragments are for patemes 
borne: 

Then also marke, how Rome from day to day , 
Repayring her decayed fashion, 

Renewes herselfe with buildings rich and gay ; 
That one would iudge, that the Romaine 
Demon 

Doth yet himselfe with fatall hand enforce, 
Againe on foote to reore her pouldrcd corse. 

SFXNSER 
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He that hath seeue a great Oke dritandted, 
Yet clad with reliques of some Tropheei olde, 
Lifting to beauen her a^ hoarie head, 181 
Whose foote in ground hath left but lem 
holde; 

But halfe disbowel’d lies aboue the (nttundi 
Shewing her wreathed rootes, and naked annei, 
And (Ml her trunke all rotten and vnsound 
Oncly supports herselfe for mealc of wormei ; 

And though she owe her fall to the first winde, 
Yet of the (ieuout people is ador’d, 

And manie yong plants spring out of her rinde ; 
Who such an Oke hath scene let him record 390 
Tliat sudi this Cities honour was of yore, 
And moogst all Cities florished much moie. 

29 

Al) that which Ae^pt whilome did deutse. 
All that which Greece their temples toembrtue, 
After th’Iomcke, Atticke, Doncke guise, 

Or ContUh skil’d in curious worket to piue ; 

All that Lysippus practike arte ooul(f forme, 
AteUes wit, or Rktdtas his skill, 

Was wont this auncient Citie to adome, 

And the heauen it seUe with her wide wooden 
fill; 400 

All that which Athens euer brouj^t forth 
wise, 

Allthat which /f/rtJfeecucrbroughtforlh strange, 
All that which Aste cucr had of prise, 

Was here to see. 0 mcruclous great change i 
Rom liuing, was the worlds sole ornament, 
And dead, is now the worlds sole moniment. 

30 

Like as the seeded field greene gratae first 
showes, 

Then from greene grasse into a stalke doth 

spring, 

And from a stalke into an eare forth-growes, 
Whitii eare the frutcfull graine doth shortly 
bring ; 4*o 

And as in season due the husband mowei 
The wauing lockes of those fairc yeallow heares. 
Which bound in sheaucs, and layd in comely 
rowes, 

Vpon the naked fields in stackes he rearei : 

So grew the Romane Empire by 
Till that Barbarian hands it quite did spill. 
And left of it but these olde market to s«. 

Of which all passers by doo somewhat pill ; 

As they which glcane, the reliques vse to 
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That same is now nought but a champion ] 
wide, 

Where all this worlds pnde once was situate. 
No blame to thee, whosoeuer dost abide 
By Nyle, or Gange, or Tygre, or Euphratey 
Ne Ajrtke thereof guiltie is, nor Spatn^y 
Nor the bolde people by the Thamn bnncks, 
Nor the braue warlicke brood oi Aleniatney 
Nor the borne Souldier which Rhine running 
drinks : 

Tliou onely cause, O Ciuill furie, art 429 
Which sowing in tW Ae 7 nalhtan fields thy spight, 
Didst arme thy hand against thy proper hart : 
To th’end that when thou wast in greatest hight 
To greatnes growne, through long prospentie. 
Thou then adowne might’st fall more horri- 
blie. 

32 

Hope ye my verses that poiteritie 
Of age ensuing shall you euer read ? 

Hope ye that euer iinmortalitie 
So meane Harpes worke may chalenge for her 
meed ? 

If vnder heauen anie endurance were, 439 
These moniments, which not in paper writ. 

But in Porphyre and Marble doo appeare, 
Might well haue hop’d to haue obtained it. 


Nath’les my Lute, whom Phoebus deignd tc 
giue, 

Cease not to sound these olde antiquities : 
For if that time doo let thy glorie Hue, 

Well maist thou boast, how euer base tho<j 
bee, 

Tliat thou art first, which of thy Natioa 
song 

Th’olde honour of the people gowned long. 
UEnvoy. 

BellaVy first garland of free Poesie 
That France brought forth, though fruitful! of 
braue wits, 453 

Well worthie thou of immortalitie, 

'I'liat long hast traueld by thy learned wnts, 
Oldc koine out of her ashes to reuiue, 

And giue a becond life to dead decayes : 
Needes must he all etemitie suruiue, 

'Iliat can to other giue etcrnall dayes. 

Thy dayes therefore are endles, and tliy 
prayse 

Excelling all, that euer went before ; 

And after thee, gins Bartas hie to rayse 
Ilis heauenly Muse, th’Almightic to adore. 460 
Liue happie spirits, th’honour of your natne, 
And fill the world with neuer dying fame. 


FINIS. 
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To the right worthy and vertuous 


Ladiej the 

Ost hratu and boimiijull La : far so 
excellent Jauours as 1 luiue recetued at 
your sweet handes, to offer these feme learns as tn 
recmpence, should be as to ojjcr flowers to the 
Gods for their diutne henefiles. Therefore 1 hiue 
determined to gtue my sdfe wholy to you, as quite 
abandoned from my selfe, and absolutely vowed 
to your seruices : which in all right is euer held 
for full recompence of debt or damage to haue 
the person yeelded. My person I leol wel how 
little worth it is. But the faith full minde and 
humble zeale which 1 beare vnto your hi: may 
perhaps be more of price, as may phase you to 
account and vse the poore seruice tlureof ; which 
taketh glory to aduance your excellent partes and 
noble vertues, and to spend it selfe in honouring 

Muiopotmos : or The 

I Sing of dcadlj' dolorous debate, 

Stir’d vp through wrathfull Nemesis 
despight, 

Betwixt two might ie ones of great estate, 
Drawne into armes, and proofe of mortall fight, 
Throughprowd ambition, and hart swelling hate, 
Whilest neither could tlie others greater might 
And sdeignfull scorne endure ; tliat from small 
iarre 

Their wraths at length broke into open war re. 
The roote whereof and tragicall effect, 
Vouchsafe, 0 thou the mournfuKt Muse of nyne. 
That wontst the tragick stage for to direct, ii 
In funerall complaints and waylfull tyne, 
Reueale to me, and all the meancs detect, 
Through which sad Clarion did at last dcclyne 
'fo lowest wrelchednes ; And is there tlien 
Such rancour in the harts of mightie men ? 

Of all the race of siluer-winged Flies 
Which doo possesse the Empire of the aire, 
Tictwixt the centred earth, and azure skies, 
Was none more faiiourable, nor more faire, 2o 
Wliilst heaueii did fauour his felicities. 

Then Clarion, the eldest soimc and haire 
Of Muscaroll, and in his fathers sight 
Of all aliue did seeme the fairest wight. 

With fruitfull hope his aged breast he fed 
Of future good, which his yong toward yeares, 
Full of hraue courage and bold hardyhed, 
Aboue th’ensample of his equall peares, 


La: Carey. 

you : not so much for your great bounty to nr, 
self, which yet may not be vnfmnded ; nor for 
name or kindreds sake by you vouchsafed, bear 
also regardable ; as for that honorable mwu, 
which yee haue by your braue deserts purdml u> 
your self, and spred in the mouths of al mi 
\ with which 1 haue also presumed to grace nij' 

I verses, and vnder your name to commend to ik 
I world this smal Poeme, the which beseeching yo-tr 
hi: to take in worth, and of all things therein acted 
mg to your wonted gractousnes to make a tndic 
construction, 1 humbly pray for your kappincs. 

Your La; euer 
humbly ; 

E.S 

Face of the Butterfie. 

Did largely promise, and to him forered 29 
(Whilst oft his heart did melt in tender tearci) 
That he in time would sure proue such an one, 
As should be worthie of his fathers throne. 
'Phe fresh yong fhe, in whom the kindly fire 
Of lustfull youngth l)egan to kindle fast, 

Did much disdaine to subiect his desire 
'I'o loathsome sloth, or houres in ease to wast. 
But ioy’d to range abroad in fresh attire ; 
Tlirougii the wide cumpas of the ayrie coast, 
And with vnwearied wings each part t’inqum 
Of the wide rule of his reiiowmed sire. -to 
For he so swift and nimble was of flight. 
That from this lower tract he dat’d to stie 
Vp to the clowdcs, and thence with pineor*-' 
light, 

To mount aloft vnto the Christall skie, 

To vew the workmanship of hcauens luf^ht : 
Whence downe descending lie along would fljt 
Vpon the streaming riuers, sport to finde , 
And oft would dare to tempt the troublow' 
winde. 

vSo on a Summers day, when season milde 
With gentle cahne the world had quietid, 5^ 
And high in heauen Hyperions fierie childe 
Ascending, did his beames abroad dis])rcd. 
Whiles all the heauenson lowercreatures 
Yong Clarion with vauntful 1 lustie head, 
After his giiize did cast abroad to fare ; 

And theretoo gan his furnitures prepare. 
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His breastplate first, that was cf substance 
pure, 

Before bis noble heart he fimiely bound, 

That mought his life from yron death assure, 
And ward his gentle corjjcs from cruell wound : 
For it by arte was framed, to endure Ci 
Tlie bit of balefull stecle and bitter stownd, 

No lesse than tiiat, wludi Vulcafu nude to 
sheild 

AchilUs life from fate of Troyan field. 


I 


And then about his shoulders broad he threw 
An hairie hide of some wilde Uasi, whom hi'c 
In saluage forresl by aduenture slow, 

And reft the spoyle ins urnamtiit to i)ce : 
Which spreddlug all his backe willi dreadfiill 
vew. 

Made all that him so humble did see, 70 
Thinke him Alades with tiic Lyons skin, 
When the Namean Conquest he did win. 


Vpon his head his glistirmg Lurg'-anct, 

Tfie which was wrought hy wonderous deuice, I 
And curiously engrautii, he did s<.>t . I 

The met tall was of rare and {avsing price ; | 

Not Inlho sleek, nor brassc frtJiii ionnth fit, 1 
Nor costly Oricaklu; from strange Phu'tiUf . j 
But sucli as could both Phi.ibus arrowis wanl, 


Full nuiue a Ladic fairc, m Court full oft 
Beholiiing tlicni. liim scvretlv enuide, 

And wishl that two >ucii lannes, so silken soil, 
And gidden laire, her i.oue would her iiruuide : 
Or tlial when lluui ihi gorgnms the hud 
dolt, iO() 

.Soint oiiie that would with giaie Ik* grutifidc, 
bruin lum would sle.ili tium prunlv uw'ay, 
And bring to hit "o pits urns .t pr.iy 

KijH*rl 1" tl'.il danii I ('f!n.s itn a d.i\. 

In sjiring when How ns doo i lot hi the fruitful 
gtound. 

Walking ubroud with all her Nvinplm to pluv, 
Rid hei hue iLini/ils tiiKking lier arownd, 
logiihti lluwri'', lici lofhc.ul lo .irray . 

1 iii'-ng-^t till* rest a guith Nymph was found, 

Iligln J'/.n', euiliii g all the ctiwc 

In ( iiitn'Us S'sigi, and Misiained hewe. 120 

Who Ix'ing niniMt r loyntnl ih.ui the rest. 

And inoie i/nlusifi"iis, g iihensl more .store 
(J1 till* fiiliLs hoiKMir, than the olhe*» licst ; 
Wliiih they in sis ret laiils imiviiig vire, 

'lolde I rnus, whin her is the wor'iiicsl 

Si, I pMisil’, (hit ( iif'idr ( IS thes heard Isrforc) 

I >id lind lit t set It 1 anil, 111 gal in iiiig 

Inio liir i.ip Uic iJiildren ol llie spring. 


And th’luyling darts of heauen Uating liard. 

Therein two deadly weapons fixt he Iron*, 81 
Strongly outlaunced lowar<ls cither snle, 

Like two slur|x: sjxares, lus cnemii-s to gore . 
Like as a warlike Bngandine, applyde 
To fight, Lyes forth her thrcatfull pikes 
afore, 

riie engines which in thorn sad death dtx) 
hyde : 

So did this file outstretch his fcarcfull horrK*s, 
Yet so as him tlicir Icrrour more adornes. 

Lastly his shinie wings as siluer bright, 
Painted with thousand colours, jraxsiiig farn 
All P.unters skill, he did alxxil him digiil : qi 
Not halfe so manic sundric colours arre 
In Ins bowe, iie heauen doth shine so bright. 
Distiiigunhcd with manic a twinckhng slarre, 
Nor lunocs Bird in lier ey-s|x)ltcd traine 
S13 nunie gooiJly colours ilolh containc. 

Ne (may it be withoutcn pcrill spoken) 

The Archer God, the soniie of Cyihertt, 

Tlial loyes on wretched louers to be wroken, 
And heafx'd s[X)yles of bleeding harts to see, 
Ik*.ire.s in his wings so manie a changcfull token. 
All my liege Lord, forgiuc it vnto mce, 
ff ought against thine honour I haue tolde ; 
Yet sure those wings were Lirer manifolde. 


, Wliereof ihc GoddevM* gathering leilous fearc, 
i Nui yii vnmindtiiil, how not Imig ,ig<.i* i jo 
I Ho soiiMC !-> trir li>\K* di(J U vie, 

j And I'-rig it 1 lose ( oru e.il’d, nil niuklc woe 
I 'I hereof arose*, and inanie a rnfuil fearc; 

1 KiMsoii with suddi n r.ige did om rgix‘, 

I And giumg h.islii unlit to 1)1'. in user, 

Was leii away of ihiin tiul did alncsc her. 

Lftv)i>ncs that I).ini/al hv her heaucnly might, 

I Hit* turn’d into a wiiigisl P.uttrrliir, 

, In till* wide .lire to make liir wandring flight , 
And all those fkwies, with whnh si> plen 
leoudic *40 

Her lap she filled had, ikif hrnl her spighl, 

.Mie plaosi in her w'ings, for memorte 
Of fier pretended crime, though crime none 
I were : 

biiKc which that flic them m her wings doth 
bcare. 

1 Thus the fresh Clarion being reariic dight, 
Vnto his loumey did hiriLscifc ail<ircssc, 

And with good speed bcg;u> to take his flight : 
Oucr the heliJs m his franke iustinesse. 

And all the champion he soarcii light, 14^ 
And all the countrey wide he did jjosmswc. 
Feeding vpon their pleasures lxiunU.*fKi»lie, 
That none gainsaid, nor none did him cnuie. 
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The woods, the riuers, and the medowes green, 
With his airc-cutting wings he nieasured wide, 
Ne did he leaue the mountaines bare vnseene, 
Nor the ranke grassie fennes delights vntride. 
But none of these, how euer sweete they 
beene, 

Mote please his fande, nor him cause t’abide : 
His cnoicefull sense with euerie change doth 
flit. 

No common things may please a wauering wit. 

To the gay gardins his vnstaid desire i6i 
Him wholly caned, to refresh his sprights : 
There laui^ Nature in her best attire, 

Powres forth sweete odors, and alluring sights ; 
And Arte with her contending, doth aspire 
T’excell the nalurall, with made delights: 

And all that faire or pleusruit may be found, 

In notous excesse doth tliere abound. 

There he arriuing, round about doth flie. 

From bed to bed, from one to ndier border. 

And takes suruey with cunous busie eye, 17 1 
Of euerie flowre and herbe there set in order ; 
Now this, now that he lastcth tenderly. 

Yet none of them he rudely doth disorder, 

Ne with his fecte their silken Icaues deface ; 
But pastures on the pleasures of each place. 

And euermore with most varietie, 

And change of sweeinesse (for all change is 
sweete) 

He casts his glutton sense to satisfie, 179 
Now sucking of the sap of herbe most meete, 
Or of the deaw, which yet on them does he, 
Now in the same bathing his tender feete : 

And then he pearcheth on some braunch 
thereby. 

To weather him, and his moyst wings to dry. 

And then againe he turneth to his play. 

To spoyle the pleasures of that Paradise : 

The wholsome Saulge, and Lauendcr still gray, 
Ranke smelling Rue, and Cummin good lor 
eyes, 

The Roses raigning in the pride of May, 1S9 
Sharpe hope, good for grcene w ounds remedies, 
Faire Marigoldes, and Bees alluring Thimc, 
Sweete Marioram, and Day.sies decking prime 

Coole Violets, and Orpine growing still. 
Embathed Balmc, and chearfiill Galin'/alc, 
Fresh Costmarie, and breathfull Camomill, 
Dull Poppie, and drink-quickning Setuale, 
Vcync-healing Veruen, and hed-purging Dill, 
Sound Sauorie, and B^ll hartie-hale, 

Fat Colworts, and comforting Perscline, 

Colde Lettuce, and refreshing Rosmarine. 300 


And whatso else of vertuc good or ill 
Grewe in this Gardin, fetcht from farre away, 
Of euerie one he takes, and tastes at will, 

And on their pleasures greedily doth pray. 
Then when he hath both plaid, and fed 
his fill. 

In the warme Sunne he doth himselfe embay, 
And there him rests in riotous suflisaunce 
Of all his gladfulnes, and kingly ioyaunce. 

Wliat more felicitie can fall to creature. 

Than to enioy delight with libertie, 210 
And to be Lord of all the workes of Nature, 
To raine in th’aire from earth to highest skie, 
To feed on flowres, and weeds of glorious 
feature, 

To take what euer thing doth please the eie ' 
Who rests not pleased with such happines, 
Well worthie he to taste of wretchednes. 

But wliat on earth can long abide in state 
Or who can hini assure of happie day ; 

Sith morning faire may bring fowle eueniii|; 
late, 

And least mishap the most blisse alter may r 
For thousand penlls he in close awaite 221 
About vs day he, to workc our decay ; 

That none, except a God, or God him guide, 
May them auoyde, or rcmedie prouide. 

And whatso hcauens in their secret doome 
Ordained liaue, how can fraile fleshly wight 
Forecast, but it must needs to issue come ? 
The sea, tlie aire, tlie fire, the day, the night. 
And th’armies of their creatures all and some 
Do scrue to them, and with importune might 
Warre against vs the vassals of their will, 'i.ti 
Who then can sauc, wliat they dispose to spill 

Not thou, 0 Clarion y though fairest thou 
Of all thy kinde, vnhappie happie Flie, 

Whose cruel 1 fate is wouen euen now 
Of hues owne hand, to worke thy miserie : 
Ne may thee helpe the manic liartie vow, 
Winch thy olde Sire with sacred pietie 
Hath powred forth for thee, and th’altai? 
sprent : 

Nought may thee saue from heauens auenge- 
ment. 

It fortuned (as heauens had behight) 

That in this gardin, where yong Clarion 
Was wont to solace liim, a wicked wight 
The foe of faire things, th’author of confusK^* 
The shame of Nature, the bondslaue of spigbt, 
Had lately built his hatefull mansion, 

And lurking closely, in awayte now lay, 

How he might anie in his trap betray. 
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But when be spide the ioyous Butteiilie i a, i ^ 

In this faire plot dispacing too and fro, jco ' 

hearles of foes and hidden ieopardie. ^ i k," ' ®* ^undfif 

^rd how he gan for to bestirre him tho 1 A . ^n’" **' ' I"'' ''“'le : 

And to hts wicked worke each part apph’e : i n *7 ' 

Ills heart did earne against hiskted loc. 

And boweU so with ranckling poyson SMel.ie, 


, sMeifie, 

iieldr^ ' 

The cause why he this Flie so maliced 
VVas (as in stories it is written found) ’ 

>or that his mother which him bore and bre<l 
Ihe most hne-fingred workwoman on ground, 
f rachnc, by his meanes was vanquished 261 
Oi Dallas, and in her owne skill confound, 
NVlicn slie with her for excellence contended 


That wrought her sliarac and sorrrw / ^•<’<1'^ hv his like viMiomic ji 

ended. ’ X-lx-l-ncm™ ; l„„ WalK,,,.. ,h„n»l 


w u V lu lur rungiy ixiwrt'S. 

-uch .IS Lhune P alhs, such as hn'uic jxilc. 

duKmrfs’''' ventmous 

the CnKldcvs^. 

Her nlie hkeWi'-e mi(o her \NOrkc to Jighi 

Mic r^ide the stone of the olde dilxilr 
\\lU(li she with ^rptufif difl for Alhrr,.\^u 
1 welue (kkIs d(K> sii around in royall state 
^ And lour in midst with a^fuH Muiesti,. 

] jo lodge the stiile lietwctnc them stirred lair 
! l-*ich of the (lods hv his like visnomie 


Foi the Tnlonian Goddesse liauing liard 
Her blazed fame, which all the ^orld Imd fil’d 
C^ne downe to proue the truth, and due reward* 
for her prais-worlhie workmanship to yeild 
But the presumptuous D.tmzel rashlv dar’d 
'Hie Goddesse selfe to chalengc to the lu Id, 
And to compare witli her in curious skill 271 
Of workes with loome, with needle, and with 
quill. 

Minerua did the chaleiige not refuse, 

But deign’d with her the paragon to make : 

So to their worke they sit, and each doth chusc* 
What storie she will for her tapet ttike. 

Ara^htif figur’d how lout did abuse 
Europa like a Bull, and on his backe 278 
Her through the sea did beare ; so liiielv sci ne. 
That it true Sea, and true Bull ye would wccnc 

She seem’d still backe vnto the land to h okc. 
And her pLayTellowes aide to call, and hare 
The dashing of the waues, that vp she tooke 
Her daintie feete, and garments gathtrtd 
neare : 

she cuerie member shooke. 
When as the land she saw no more appeare, 

'It a wilde wildernes of waters dttjx; : 

Inen gan she greatly to lament and wcepe. 

Before the Bull she pictur’d winged Loue, 

^ ith his yong brother Sport, ligh^ fluttering 
[JOn the waues, as each liad been a Done ; 
i ne one his bowe and shafts, the other Spring 
A Iwrrung Teade about his head did moue, 
in their Syres new louc both triumphing : 
AndmanieNymphes about them flocking round. 
And manie Tritons, which their homes did 
iound. 


1, , ■ ‘ rtipiMit- Uinr 

in’ hn> great lookes and |fOwrr Imixnall 

Ik fore them stands the (uxl of S<fis m jdan, 

' l.iMiiU'g that ‘•(a-Cf)avt ( uio ns lus 
And stnkis the rcnkis wiili his ihnc-lorktd 
m.ue : 

Whcnceforth issues a warlike stce<l in si^hl. 

Ihe signe win, J) kp. f)ailin|»ci)) tin- plur. 
lhat .1)1 the (mkIs, >vliKh saw Ins wundrous 
might 

Did surely deeme tlie vu tone his due : 

But seldomc scene, furciudgcineni proucih true. 

Then to her selfe she gulf's her Aetidr slnrld. 
And stcelhcfj s|)eare, .ind morion on her hrsld, 

, SucJi ;is she oft is yrnc in warinkc held : 

I Ihen sets she forth, how with her wc.tjion drwkl 
She smote the ground, the which sireighl ffHirth 
did yiclfi 

A fnntfull Olyxic tree, with Ixmcs spredd, 

'Jhat all the (ukIs admir'd . iheii all the stone 
She compast with a wrcatlic of (Jlyucs hoarie. 

Kmongsi those leaues she made a Bultcrflie, 
With excellent denirc and wondrfiu* slight, 
f luilnng among the Oliucs wantoiilv, 331 
'Dial seem’d to hue. s^) like it was in sight' 

Fhc veluet nap whuh on his wings doth he, 

Ihe silken downe with which hisliatkc isdight, 
His broad outstretched h(jrnc*s, his havne thick, 
His glorious colours, and his glisicring cies. 

Which when Arachne siiw, xs ouiriaid, 

And mastered with workrnanshij) m rare, 

She st(^ astonied long, ne ought gainesaid, 
And with fast fixed eyes on her did slate, 340 
^d by her silence, signe of one dismaid, 

The victorie did yceld her as her share : 

Yet did she inly iVet, and felly burne, 

And all licr blood to poysonous rancor tume 
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That shortly from the shape of woinarihed 
Such as she was, when Pallas she attempted. 
She grew to hideous shape of dryrihed, 

Pined with griefe of follie late repented : 
Eftsoones her white streight legs were altered 
To crooked crawling shankes, of marrowe 
empted, 35° 

And her faire face to fowle and loathsome hewe, 
And her fine corpes to a bag of venim grewe. 

This cursed creature, mind full of that olde 
Enfestred grudge, the which his mother felt. 
So soone as Clarion he did beholde, 

His heart with vengefull malice inly swelt. 

And weauing straight a net with manie a folde 
About the caue, in which he lurking dwelt, 
With fine small cords about it stretched wide. 
So finely sponne, that scarce they could be spide. 

Not anie darazell, whicli her vaunteth most 
In skilfull knitting of soft silken twyne ; 362 
Nor anie wcauer, which liis worke doth boast 
In dieper, in damaske, or in lyne ; 

Nor anie sidl’d in workmanship embost ; 

Nor anie skil’d in loupes of fingring fine, 

Might in their diuers cunning cuer dare. 

With this so curious networke to compare. 

Ne doo I thinke, that that same subtil gin, 
The which the Lemnian God framd,‘ cr.iftilie, 
Mars sleeping with his wife to compassc in, 
That all the Gods with common mockerie 372 
Might laugh at tlieni, and scorue their shame- 
full sin. 

Was like to this. This same he did ap{)lie, 

For to entrap the careles Clarion, 

That rang’d each where without suspilion. 

Suspition of friend, nor feare of foe. 

That hazarded his health, had he at all. 

But walkt at will, and wandred too and fro. 

In the pnde of his freedome principall : 3S0 

Litle wist he hk fatall future woe, 

But was secure, the hker he to fall. 

He hkest is to fall into mischaunce, 

'\ tut IS regardles of his gouernaunce. 


Who seeing him, with secrete ioy therefore 
Did tickle inwardly in euerie vaine, 

And his false hart fraught with ail treasons 
store, 

Was fil’d with hope, his purpose to obtaine : 
Himselfe he close vpgathered more and more 
Into his den, that his deceiptfull traine 
By lus there being might not be bewraid, 

Nc anie noyse, ne anie motion made. 400 

Like as a wily Foxe, that hauing spide, 
Where on a sunnie banke the Larabes doo play, 
Full closely creeping by the hinder side, 

Lyes in ambushment of his hoped pray, 

Ne stirreth liml^, till seeing readie tide, 

He rusheth forth, and snatcheth quite away 
One of the litle yonglmgs vnawares : 

So to Ins worke AragnoU him prepares. 

Who now shall giue vnto my heauic eyes 
A well of teares, that all may ouerflow ? 410 
Or where shall I finde lamentable cryes, 

And mournfull tunes enough my griefe to 
show ? 

IIcl|x* 0 thou Tragick Muse, me to deuise 
Noti.s sad enough, I’exprcsse this bitter throw 1 
For Iw, the dreric stownd is now arriued, 
Tlui of all happines fiuth vs depriued. 

The luckics Clarion, whether cruell Fate, 

Or wuked Fortune faullles him misled, 

Or some vngracious blast out of the gate 
Of Aeoles mine perforce him droue on hed, 
Wixs (0 sad hap and howre vnforlunate) 421 
Witii violent swift llight forth caned 
Into the cursed cobweb, which his foe 
Had framed for his hnall ouerlhroe. 

There the fond Flie entangled, strugled long, 
Himselfe to free thereout ; but all in vame. 
For striuing more, the more in laces strong 
Himselfe he tide, ,uid wrapt lus winges iwaine 
In lyinic snares the siibtill lou|)es among ; 
That m the ende he breathelesse did renuine. 
And all his yougthly forces idly S[)ent, 4j‘ 
Him to the mercie of th’auenger lent. 


Yet still AragnoU (so his foe was hight) Which when the greisly tyrant did espie, 

Lay lurking couertly him to surprise, Like a grimme Lyon rushing with fierce might 

And all his gins that him entangle might. Out of hi-, den, he seized greedelie 

Drest in good order as he could deuibc. On the resistles pray, and with fell spight, 

At length the foolish Flie without foresight, Vnder the left wing stroke his weapon slie 

As he that did all daunger quite despise, 390 Into his heart, that his deepe gromng spright 
Toward those parts came flying careleslie, In bloodie streames foorth fled into the aire, 
Where hidden was his hatetull enemie. His bodie left the spectacle of care. MP 


FINIS. 
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Visions of the 

X 

/^Nc day, whiles that my day lie cares did 
slecpe, 

I My spirit, shaking off her earthly prison, 
Began to enter into meditation decpe 
Of tlungs exceeding reach ot common reason ; 

Such as this age, m wluch all good is geiiuon, 
And all tlut humble is and meane debaced, 
Hath brought forth in her last declining season, 
Gricfeofgoodmindes,tosecgoodnessedisgracc<1. 
On whidi when as my thought was throglily 
placed, 9 

\ nto my eyes strange showes presented were, 
Picturing that, which I in mindc embraced, 
That yet those sights empassion me full nere 
Such as tlicy were (faire Ladic) take in worth, 
That when time serucs, nuy bnng lhlng^ 
better forth. 

2 

In Summers day, when Pheebus fairly shone, 
i saw a Bull as wliitc as driuen snowc, 

With gilden homes embowed like the Moone, 
In a fresh flownng meadow l}mg lowc : 
i Vp to his earcs the verdant grassc did growe, 
^nd the gay floures did offer to be eaten ; 20 
&ut he with fatnes so did ouerflowe, 

^ha t heal) wallowed i n the wetdes dow ne beaten , 
5 Ne car’d witluheiTilnsdainticli|>s to sweeten, 
i^ill that a Brize, a scorned little creature, 
5'lirough his faire hide his angric sting did 
} threaten, 

And vext so sore, that all his goodly feature, 

' And all his plenteous pasture rioupht l»in 
pleased : 

So by the small the great is oft diseoMd. 

E 3 . . 

Ik^ide the fruitfull shore of mudilic Ai/e, 
V{x)n a sunnie banke outstretched lay 30 
In monstrous length, a mightic Croc<xJile, 

riiatcram’d withguiltlcsblood.andgreedie pray 

Of wretched (leople trauailing that way, 
Thought all things Icsse than Ids disdainful 
pride. 

saw a little Bird, cal’d Tedula^ 
lie least of thousands which on earth abide, 
That forst this hideous beast to open wide 
’he greisly gates of his deuounng liell, 
md let him feede, as Nature doth prouidc, 
’pon his iawes, that with blacke venime swell 
Why then s^ld greatest things the least 
disdaine, 41 

Sith that so small so mightie can constraine ? 


worlds vanitie. 

4 

The kingly Bird, tliat bearcs louts thunder 
cbp, 

One day did st'orne the simple Soirabee, 

Proud of his higlifit scrnicc, and good liap, 
lhat made all other Toulcs his thnills to Ixe: 

The '*illy ITie, tlut no reiinsse did sit, 

1 Spnle wlien the Ligle built Iun towring nest, 
j And kindling hie within the hollow trie, 

I Burnt vp hiv yong ones, aiul himseUc distrest ; 

I Ne suflriil him in anu pl.uv to r^t, 51 
} Hut droue in Jours owne lap hjs cgs to lay ; 

j Where gathering .iho tilth lum to infest, 

I I orsi with the hlih his (gv to fling away : 

; For whuh when as tlie Fonlc was wroth, 
j said louff 

i 1.0 how the least the greatest may rcj^rouc. 

5 

Toward the sea lurning mv troubU'd eye, 

I saw tiic tisii (if hsh 1 may it dee jic) 

Hut makes the s<'a before his face to flye, 59 
.\nd w nil his flaggii hnnes <lolh sermc 1 0 swcc|)C 
Tiic foimc waius out of tlie drtadlull dccj>, 
j 'fhe huge i.ruutlian, dame Natures wonder, 
.Making hb spirt, dial manie makes to ween : 
A sworddish Miudl him fioin thcrisldid ^unurr, 
That in hb thr^ut lum pruking softly vndcr, 
: Ills wi<!e AIasm: him forced fojth to sijcwc, 

‘ '1 lut all th.f sta did roare like heuiens thunder, 
' Andalltiiewaueswerestain’d withhllhichcwc. 
j Ihnby ! harnid haue, not to <lespise, 

I Wh.it liar llung scimes small in nmimon 
: ev<‘s 7 ® 

I ' 

I An hidci^us Dr.igon, drcadfull to liehold, 
j Whose backc w.is arm'd against the dint of 

sjKMre 

I With .shields of brassc, tliat slvinc like bumisht 
j golde, 

; And forkhed sting, that death in it did bcare, 

I Stroue with a .Spider hit, vnc<fuall p«ut : 
And bad dchanre lo his enenne. 

'ITic subtill vcrniin (OTping closely ncarc, 

Did in his drinkc shc<J pjyym priuilic ; 

Wfiich through his cnirailes spredding 
diucrsly, 

Made him to swell, that nigh his bowdls bnist, 
And him enforst to yecld the victonc, 

That did Sf^ rnvu h in his ownc greatnettc trust. 
0 how great vainncsse is it then to scome 
'fhe wcakc, that hath the strong so oft for* 
lome. 
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High on a hill a goodly Cedar grewe, 

Of wondrous length, and streight proportion, 
That farre abrosS her daintie odours threwe ; 
Mongst all the daughters of proud Libanorit 

Her match in beautie was not anie one. 
Shortly within her inmost pith there bred 90 
A litle wicked worme, perceiu’d of none, 

That on her sap and vitall moysture fed : 

Thenceforth her garland so much honoured 
Began to die, (0 great ruth for the same) 

And her faire lockes fell from her loftie head, 
That shortly balde, and bared she became. 

I, which this sight beheld, was much dis* 
mayed, 

To see so goodly thing so soone decayed. 

8 

Soone after this I saw an Elephant, 

Adorn’d with bells and bosses gorgeouslie, too 
That on his backe did beare (as batteilant) 

A gilden towre, which shone excecdinglie ; 

That he himselfc through foolish vanitie, 
Both for his rich attire, and goodly forme. 
Was puffed vp with passing surquedrie. 

And shortly g^ all other beasts to scorne, 

Till that a little Ant, a silly worme. 

Into his nosthrils crewing, so him pained. 
That casting downe his towres, he did deforme 
Both borrowed pride, and natiue beautie 
stained. no 

Let tlierefore nought that great is, therein 
glorie, 

Sith so small thing his happines may varie. 

9 

Looking far foorth into the Ocean wide, 

A goodly ship with banners brauely dight. 
And flag in her topgallant I espide, 

Through the maine sea making her merry 
flight: 

Faire blew the winde into her bosome right ; 
And th’heauens looked louely all the while, 
That she did seeme to daunce, as in delight, 
And at het owne felicitie did smile. 120 

All sodainely there clone vnto her keele 
A little fish, that men call Remora, 

Which stopt her course, and held her by the 
heele. 

That winde nor tide could moue her thence 
away. 

Straunge thing me seemeth, that so small a 
thing 

Should able be so great an one to wring. 


10 

A mighty Lyon, Lord of all the wood, 
Hauing his hunger throughly satisfide. 

With pray of b^ts, and spoyle of liuing blood, 
Safe in his dreadles den him thought to hide 
His stemesse was his prayse, his strength his 
pride, 131 

And all his glory in his cruell clawes. 

I saw a wasp, that fiercely him defide, 

And bad him battaile euen to his iawes ; 

Sore he him stong, that it the blo^ forth 
drawes. 

And his proude heart is fild with fretting ire : 
In vaine he threats his teeth, his tayle, his 
pawes. 

And from his bloodie eyes doth sparkle fire ; 
Tliat dead himselfe he wisheth for despighi. 
So weakest may anoy the most of might. 

11 

What time the Romaine Empire bore the 
raine 141 

Of all the world, and florisht most in mi^ht, 
The nations gan their soueraigntie disdaine, 
And c^t to quitt them from their bondage 
quight : 

So when all shrouded were in silent night, 
The Gdles were, by corrupting of a mayde, 
Possest nigh of the Capitol through slight, 
Had not a Goose the treachery bewrayde. 

If then a Goose great Rome from mine stayde, 
And loue himselfe, the patron of the place, 
Preserud from being to his foes betrayde, 151 
Why do vaine men mean things so much deface, 
And in their might repose their most assur- 
ance, 

Sith nought on earth can chalenge long 
endurance ? 

12 

When these sad sights were ouerpast and 
gone, 

My spright was greatly moued in her rest, 
With inward mth and deare affection, 

To see so great things by so small distrest : 

Thenceforth I gan in my engrieued brest 
To scorne all difference of great and small, 160 
Sith that the greatest often are opprest. 

And vnawares doe into daun^er rail 
And ye, that read these mines tragicall 
Learne by their lossc to loue the low d^ree, 
And if that fortune chaunce you vp to call 
To honours seat, forget not what you be ; 

For he that of himselfe is most secure, 

Shall findc his state most .fickle and vnsure. 


Fims, 
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The Visions of ^ellay. 


I 

I T was the time, when rest solt sliding downe 
From heauens hight into mens heauy eyes, 
In the forgetfulnes of sleepe doth drowne 
The carefull thoughts of mortall miseries : 

Then did a Ghost before mine eyes appeare, 
On that great riuers bandc, that runnes by 
Rome, 

Which calling me by name, bad me to reare 
My lookes to heauen whence all good gifts do 
come, 

And crying lowd, loe now beholde (quoth hee) 
What vnder this great temple placed is J 10 
Lo all is nought but flying vanitee. 

So I that know this worl£ inconstancies, 

Sith onely God surmounts all times decay. 
In (jod alone my confidence do stay. 

2 

On high hills top I saw a stately frame. 

An hundred cubits high by iust assize, 

With hundreth pillours fronting faire the 
same, 

All wrought with Diamond after Dorick ^ze : 

Nor bndc, nor marble was the wall in view. 
But shining Christall, which from top to base 
Out of her womb a thousand rayons threw, 

On hundred steps of Afrike golds enchase : 

Golde was the parget, and the seeling bright 
Did shine all scaly with great plates of golde ; 
The floore of lasp and Emeraude was dight. 

0 worlds vainesse. Whiles thus I did bejiold, 
An earthquake shooke the hill from lowest 
seat, 

And ouerthrew this frame with mine great, 
3 

Then did a sharped spyre of Diamond 
bright. 

Ten fccte each way in square, appeare to mce, 
lustly proportion’d vp vnto his hight, 31 

So fair as Ardier might his ieuel see : 

The top thereof a pot did seeme to beare, 
Made of &e mettall, which we most do honour, 
And in this golden vessell couched weare 
The ashes of a mightie Emperour ; 

Vpon foure comers of the base were pight, 
To beare the frame, foure great Lyons of gold ; 
A worthy tombe for such a worthy wight. 

Alas this world doth nought but grieuance 
hold. <40 

I saw a tempest from the heauen descend, 
Whidi this onus monument with flash md 
rend. 


I saw raysde vp on vuorie {uUoures tall, 
Whose basm were of richest mettalls warke, 
llie chapters Alablaster, the fryses christall. 
The double front of a triumphall Arke : 

On each side purtraid was a Yictorie, 

Clad like a Nimph, that wings of siluer weares, 
And in triumphant chayre was set on hie. 

The auncient glory of the Romaine Peares. jo 
No worke it seem’d of earthly craftsmans wit. 
But rather wrought by his owne industry. 
That thunder-dartes for loue his syre doth fit. 
Let me no more see faire thing vnaer sky, 

Sith that mine eves haue scene so faire a sight 
With sodain fall to dust consumed quight. 

5 

Then was the faire Dodonian tree far scene, 
Vpon seauen hills to spread his gladsome 
gleame, 

And conquerours bedecked with his greene, 
Along the bancks of the Ausonian streame : 
There many an auncient Trophee was 
addrest, 61 

And many a spoylc, and many a goodly show, 
Which that braue races greatnes did attest. 
That whilome from the blood did flow. 

Rauisht I was so rare a tning to vew. 

When lo a barbarous troupe of clownish fonc 
The honour of these noble Ixiughs down threw, 
Vnder the wedge I heard the tronck to grone ; 
And since 1 saw the roote in great disdaine 
A twinne of forked trees send forth againe. 

6 

I saw a Wolfe vnder a rockie caue 7 1 

Noursing two whelpes ; I saw her litle ones 
In wanton dalliance the teate to craue. 

While she her neck wreath’d from them for the 
nones: 

I saw her raunge abroad to seeke her food, 
And roming through the field with greedie rage 
T’embrew her teem and clawes with lukewarm 
blood 

Of the small beards, her thirst for to asswa^. 

I saw a thousand huntsmen, which descended 
Downe from the mountaines bordring Lom^ 
bardie, 80 

That with an hundred speares her flank wide 
rended. 

I saw her on the plaine outstretched fie, 
Throwing out thousand throbs in her owne 
loyle; 

Soone on a tree vphang’d I saw her spoyle. 
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I saw the Bird that can the Sun endure, 
With feeble wings assay to mount on hight, 

By more and more she gan her wings t assure, 
Following th’ensample of her mothers sight : 

I saw her rise, and with a larger flight 
To pierce the cloudes, and with wide piuneons 
To measure the most haughtie mountaines 
hight, 91 

Vntill she raught the Gods owne mansions : 

There was she lost, when suddaine I behelde. 
Where tumbling through the ayre in firie fold ; 
All flaming downe she on the plaine was felde. 
And soone her bodie turn’d to ashes colde. 

I saw the foule that doth the light dispise, 
Out of her dust like to a worme arise 

8 

I saw a riuer swift, whose fomy billowes 
Did wash the ground work of an old great 
wall ; 100 

I saw it couer’d all with griesly shadowes, 

That with black horror did the ayre appall . 
Thereout a strange beast with seuen heads 
arose, 

That townes and castles vnder her brest did 
coure. 

And seem’d both milder beasts and fiercer foes 
Alike with equall rauine to deuoure. 

Much was I mazde, to see this monsters kinde 
In hundred formes to change his fearefull hew, 
When as at length I saw the wrathfull winde. 
Which blows cold storms, burst out of Scilhian 
mew, 1 10 

That sperst these cloudes, and in so short as 
thought, 

This dreadfull shape was vanished to nought. 

. 9 

Then all astonied with this mighty ghoast, 
An hideous bodie big and strong I sawe. 

With side long beard, and locks down hanging 
loast, 

Sterne face, and front full of Saturnhke awe ; 

Who leaning on the belly of a pot, 

Pourd foorth a water, whose out gushing flood 
Ran bathing all the creakie shore aflot, 1 19 
Whereon the Troyan prince spilt Tumushlood ; 

And at his feete a bitch wolfe suck did yeeld 
To two young babes : his left the Palme tree 
stout. 

His right hand did the peacefull OUue wield, 
And head with Lawrell garnisht was about. 
Sudden both Palme and OUtte fell away. 

And faire greene Lawrell branch did quite 
decay. 


Hard by a riuers .side a virgin faire. 

Folding her armes to heauen with thousand 
throbs, 

And outraging her cheekes and golden haire, 

To falling nuers sound thus tun’d her sobs. 
Where is (quoth she) this whilom honoured 
face ? 13 I 

Where the great glone and the auncient praise, 
In which all worlds felicitie had place, 

When Gods and men my honour vp did raise ? 
Sultisd’ It not that auill wanes me made 

Thewholeworldssjxiile, but that thisHydranew, 
Of hundred Hercules to be assaide, 

With seuen heads, budding monstrous crimes 
anew, 

So many Neroes and Caligulaes 
Out of these crooked shores must dayly 

rayse ? 140 

11 

Vpon an hill a bright flame I did see, 
Waning aloft with tnplc point to side, 

Which like incense of precious Cedar tree, 
With balmie odours fil’d th’ayre farre and nie. 

A Bird all white, well feathered on eacli wing, 
Hereout vp to the throne of Gods did flic, 
And all the way most pleasant notes did sing, 
Whilst in the sraoake she vnto heauen did stie. 
Of this faire fire the scattered rayes forth 
threw 149 

On euerie side a thousand shining beames : 
When sudden dropping of a siluer dew 
(0 grieuous chance) gan quench those precious 
flames: 

Tliat it which earst so pleasant sent did yeld, 
Of nothing now but noyous sulphure smeld. 

12 

I saw a spring out of a rocke forth rayle, 

As cleare as Chn^l gainst the Sunnie bkmes, 
The bottome yeallow, like the golden grayle 
Tliat bright Paciolus washeth with his streames ; 

It seem’d that Art and Nature liad assembled 
All pleasure there, for which mans hart could 
•long; 160 

And there a noyse alluring sleepe soft trembled, 
Of manie accords more sweete than Mermaids 
song: 

The seates and benches shone as yuorie, 
And hundred Nymphes sate side by side alxiut; 
When from nigh hills with hideous outcrie, 

A troupe of Satyres in the place did rout. 
Which with their villeine feete the streame 
did ray, 

Threw down the seats, and droue the Nymphs 
away. 
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Much richer then that vessell seem’d to bee, 
iVhich did to that sad Florentine appeare, 170 
Casting mine eyes fane off, I chaunst to see, 
Vpon the Latine Coast herselfe to reare : 

But suddenly arose a tempest great, 

Bearing close enuie to these riches rare, 

Which gan assaile this ship with dreadfull 
threat, 

This ship, to which none other might compare. 

And finally the storme impetuous 
Sunke vp these riches, second vnto none, 
Within the gulfe of greedie Nereiis. 

I saw both ship and mariners each one, 180 
And all that treasure drowned in the 
mainc: 

But I the ship saw after raisd’ againe. 


Long hauing deeply gron’d these visions sad, 
1 saw a Citie like vnto that same. 

Which saw the messenger of tidings glad ; 

But that on sand was built the go^ly frame : 

It seem’d her top the firmament did rayse, 
And no lesse rich than faire, right worthie 
sure 

(If ought here worthie) of immortall dayes. 

Or if ought vnder heauen mi^t finne endure. 


Much wondred I to see so faire a wall : iqi 
When from the Northeme coast a storme 
arose. 

Which breathing furie from his inward gall 
On all, which did agamst his course oppose. 
Into a clowde of dust sperst in the aire 
The weakc foundations of this Citie faire. 


At length, euen at (he time when Morpheus 
Most trulie doth vnto our eyes appeare, 

Wearie to see the heauens still wauering thus, 

I saw TyphcEus sister comming neare ; 200 

Whose head full brauely with a morion 
hidd. 

Did seeme to match the Gods in Maiestie. 

She by a riuers bancke that swift downe 
slidd, 

Ouer all the world did raise a Trophee hie ; 

An hundred vanquisht Kings vnder her lay, 
With armes bound at their backs in shamefull 
wize ; 

Whilst I Aus mazed was with great affray, 

I saw the heauens in warre against her rizc : 

Then downe she stricken fell with clap of 
thonder, 

That with great noyse I wakte in sudden 
wonder, 210 


Fims. 


The Visions of Tetrarch, 

formerly translated. 


I 

B Eing one day at my window all alone, 

So manie strange things happened me 
to see, 

As much it grieueth me to thinke thereon. 

At my right hand a Hynde appear’d to mee, 
So faire as mote the greatest God delite ; 
Two eager dogs did her pursue in chace, 

Of which the one was blacke, the other 
white : 

With deadly force so in their cruell race 
They pincht the haunches of that gentle 
b^t. 

That at the last, and in short time I spide, 10 
Vnder a Rocke where she alas opprest. 

Fell to the ground, and there vntimely dide. 
Cruell death vanquishing so noble beautie, 
Oft makes me wayle so hard a destenie. 


2 

After at sea a tall ship did appeare, 

Made all of Heben and white Yuorie, 

The sailes of golde, of silke the tackle were, 
Milde was the winde, calme seem’d the sea to 
bee, 

The skie eachwhere did show full bright and 
faire ; 

With rich treasures this gay ship ffaighted 
was : 20 

But sudden storme did so turmoyle the aire, 
And tumbled vp the sea, that she (alas) 

Strake on a rock, that vnder water lay. 

And perished past all recouerie. 

0 how great ruth and sorrowfull assay, 

Doth vex my spirite with perplexitie. 

Thus in a moment to see lost and drown’d, 
So great riches, as like carmot be found. 
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COMPLAINTS. 


Tlien heauenly branches did I see arise 
Out of the fresh and lustie Lawrell tree, 30 
Amidst the yong greene wood : of Paradise 
Some noble plant 1 thought my selfe to see : 

Such store of bird', therein yshrowded were, 
Chauntiiig in shade their sundrie ini.l<*die, 

Tliat with tiieir sweetnis I was rauisii’t nerc 
While on this Lawrell jixed was mine eie. 

The skie gan cuerie where to ouercast, 

And darkned was the welkin all about, 38 
Wlien sudden Hash of heauens fire out brast, 
And rent this royall tree quite by the roole, 
Wliich makes me much and euer to complaine: 
For no such shadow shalbc had againe. 

4 

Within this wood, out of a rocke did rise 
A spring of water, mildly rumbling downe, 
Whereto approched not in anie wise 
The homely shepheard, nor the ruder clowne ; 

But rnanie Muses, and tlie Nymphes withall, 
That sweetly in accord did tune their voyce 
To the soft sounding of the waters fall, 4^; 
That my glad hart thereat did much reioyce. 

But while herein I tooke my chiefe delight, 

1 saw (alas) the gaping earth deuoure 
ITie spring, the pUice, and all clcane out of 
sight. 

Which yet aggreeues my hart euen to this 
houre, 

And wounds my soule witii rufull inomorie, 
To sec such pleasures gon so suddenly. 

5 

I saw a Phernix in the wood alone, 

With purple wings, and crest of golden hewe ; 
Strange bird he was, whereby I tiiought anonc. 
That of some lieaucnly wight I had the vewe ; 

Vnlill he came vnto the broken tree, 61 
And to the spring, that late deuoured was. 
What say I more ? each thing at last we see 
Doth posse away : the Phoenix there alas 


Spying the tree destroid, the water dride, 
Himseife smote with his beake, as in disdaine, 
And so foorthwith in great despiglit he dide : 
That yet my heart burnes in exceeding pame, 
For ruth and pitie of so liaplcs plight. 

0 let mine eyes no more see such a sight. 70 

6 

At last so faire a Lathe did I spie, 

'Hiat thinking yet on her 1 burne and quake , 
On hearbs and flowres she walked pensiuely, 
Mildc, hut yet loue she proudly did forsake : 
Wlute seem’d her robes, yet wouen so they 
were, 

As snow and golde together had been wrought 
Aboue the wast a darke clovvde shrouded licr, 
A stinging Serpent by the heelc her caught ; 
Wherewith she languisht as the gathered 
Houre. 

And well assur’d she mounted vp to ioy. 80 
Alas, un cartii so nothing doth endure, 

But bitter griefc and sorrowfull annoy : 

! Whu Ii make this life wretched and miserable, 
Tossed with stormes of fortune variable. 

7 

When I behold this tickle trusties state 
Of vame worlds gloric, flitting texD and fro. 
And mortall men tossed by troublous fate 
In rcstles seas of wrctchednes and woe, 

1 wish I might this wearic life forgoe, 

And shortly turne vnto my hajipic rest, 00 
Where my free spirite might nut anie moc 
Be vext with sights, that doo her peace molest 
And ye faire I.adie, in whose bounteous brest 
All heauenly grace and vertue shrined is. 
When ye these rythmes doo read, and vew the 
rest. 

Loath this base world, and thinke of heauens 
blis : 

And though ye be the fairest of Gods creatures , 
Yet thinke, that death shall spoyle your goodly 
features. 


FINIS. 
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DAPHNAIDA. 


TO THE RIGHT 

HONORABLE AND VER- 


luous Lady Helena Marquesse of 
North-hampton. 


I Horn the rather presumed humbly to ojjer 
vnio your Honour the dedication of this little 
Poeme, for that the noble and vertuous Gentle- 
woman of whom it is written^ was by match neere 
aliedf and in affection greatly denoted vnto your 
Ladiship. The occasion why 1 wrote the same, 
was aswell the great good fame which 1 heard of 
her deceassed, as the particular goodwill which 
I beare vnto her husband Master Arthur Gorges, 
a loner of learning and vertue, whose house, as 
your Ladiship by mariage hath honoured, so doe 
1 find the name oj them by nany notable records, 
to be of great antiquitie in this Realme ; and 
such as haue euer borne ihemselues with honour- 
able reputation to the world, and vnspolted 
loyaltie to their Prince and Countrey : besides 


so lineally are they descended from the Howards, 
as that the Lady Anne Howard, eldest daughter 
to lohn Duke of No:rfolke, was wife to Sir 
Edmund, mother to Sir Edward, and grand- 
mother to Sir William and Sir Thomas Gorges 
Knightes, And therefore 1 doe assure my selfe, 
that no due honour done to the white Lyon but 
will be most gratefull to your Ladiship, whose 
husband and children do so neerely participate 
with the bhud of that noble family. So in aU 
dutie I recommende this Pamphlet, and the good 
acceptance thereof, to your honourable favour arj. 
protection. London thu first of lanuarie. 1 591 . 

Your Honours humbly euer. 

Ed.Sp. 


Daphnaida. 


W Hat euer man he be, whose heauie minde 
With griefe of mournefull great mishap 
opprest. 

Fit matter ror his cares increase would finde : 
Let reade the rufull plaint herein exprest 
Of one (I weene) the wofulst man aliue ; 

Euen sad Alcyon, whose empierced brest 
Sharpe sorrowe did in thousand peeces riue. 
But who so else in pleasure findeth sense, 

Or in this wretched life dooth take delight, 

Let him be banisht farre away from hence : 
Ne let the sacred Sisters here be hight, ii 
Though they of sorrowe heauilie can sing ; 
Foreuen their heauie song would breede delight: 
But here no tunes, sane sobs ? nd ^ron^s shall ring. 
In stead of them, and their sweete harmonic, 
Let those three fatall Sisters, whose sad hands 
Doo weaue the direfull threds of dcstmie, 

And in their wrath breake off the vitall bands, 
Approach hereto : and kt the dreadfull Queene 
Of darkenes deepc come from the Stygian 
strands, 20 

And grisly Ghosts to hear® this dolefull teene. 
In gloomie cuening, when the we^rie Sun 
After his dayes long labour drew to rest, 

And sweatie steeds now hauirig ouer run 
The compast side, gan water in the west, 


I walkt abroade to breath the freshing ayre 
In open fields, whose flowring pride opprest 
With early frosts, had lost their beautie faire. 

There came vnto my minde a troublous thought, 
Which dayly dooth my weaker wit possesse, 
Ne lets it rest, vntill it forth haue brought 31 
Her long borne Infant, fruit of heauinesse. 
Which Me conceiued hath through meditation 
Of this worlds vainnesse and lifes wretched- 
nesse. 

That yet my soule it deepely doth empassion. 

So as I muzed on the miserie. 

In which men line, and I of many most. 

Most miserable man ; I did espie 
Where towards me a sory wight did cost, 

Clad all in black, that mourning did bewray : 
And laakob staffe in hand deuoutlie crost, 41 
Like to some Pilgrim come from farre away. 

His carelesse locks, vneombed and vnshome, 
Hong long adowne, and beard all ouer growne, 
That well he seemd to be sum wight forlorne ; 
Downe to the earth his heauie eyes were 
throwne 

As loathing light : and euer as he went. 

He sighed soft, and inly deepe did gronc, 

As if his heart in peeces would haue rent. 
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Approaching nigh, his face I vewed nerc, 50 
And by the sen^nt of his ^untenance, 

Me seemd I had his person sfene elsewhere, 
Most like Alcyon seeming at a glaunce ; 

Alcyott he, the ioUie Shepheard swaine. 

That wont full merrilie to pipe and daunce. 
And fill with pleasance euery wood and plame. 

Yet halfe in doubt because of his disguize, 

I sof tlie say 4 Alcy^ i There with aU 
He lookt a side as in disdaincfuli wise, 

Yet stayed not : till I againe did call. 60 
Then turning back he saide with hollow sound. 
Who is it, that dooth name me, wofull thrall, 
The wretchedst man that trcades this day on 
ground? 

One, whoine like wofulnesse impressed deepe, 
Hath made fit mate thy wretched case to heare, 
And giuen like cause with thee to waile and 
weepe : 

Gricfe findes some ease by him that like does 
beare. 

Then stay Alcyony gentle shepheard stay, 
(Quoth I) till thou haue to my trustie eare 
Committed, what thee dooth so ill apay. 70 

Cease foolish man (saide he halfe wrotbfuUy) 
To seeke to heare that which cannot be told : 
For the huge anguish, which dooth multiplie 
My dying paines, no tongue can well vnfold : 
Ne doo I care, that any should bemone 
My hard mishap, or any weepe that would, 
But seeke alone to weepe, and dye alone. 

Then be it so (quoth I) that thou art bent 
To die alone, vnpitied, vnplained. 

Yet ere thou die, it were conuenient 80 
To tell the cause, which thee thereto© con- 
strained : 

Least that the world thee dead accuse of guilt, 
And say, when thou of noneshalt be maintain^, 
That thou for secret aime thy blood hast spilt. 
Who life dooes loath, and lon^ to bee vnbound 
Fromthestrongshacldesoffraileflesh(quothhe) 
Nought cares at all, what they that liue on 
ground 

Leeme the occasion of his death to bee : 
Bather desires to be forgotten quight. 

Than question made of his calamitie, 90 
For harts deep sorrow hates both life and light. 
Yet since so much thou seemst to rue my griefe. 
And carest for one that for himselfe cares nought, 
(Signe of thy loue, tiiough nought for my rehefe: 
For my relicfe exceedeth liuing thought) 

I will to tbie this heauie case relate. 

Jjjcn ^:kcn well fil) it to ende be broyght, 

For neuer di 4 st thou heare more hyplfsse fiaite. 


s?? 

Whilome 1 vsde (as thou right well doest know) 
My little fiocke on westerne downes to keepe, 
Not far from whence Sabrinaes streame doth 
flow, 101 

And flowrie bancks with silucr liquor stecpe : 
Nought carde I then for worldly change or 
chaunce. 

For all my ioy was on my gentle sheepc, 

And to my pype to caroU and to daunce. 

It there befell, as I the fields did range 
Fearelesse and free, a faire young Lionesse, 
White as the natiuc Rose before the chaunge. 
Which Venus blood did in her leaues impresscr 
I spied playing on the grassie playne no 
Her youthful! sports and kindlie wantonnesse,. 
That did all other Beasts in beawtie staine. 

Much was I moued at so goodly sight ; 

Whose like before mine eye haa $eldome scene, 
And gan to cast, how I her comppsse might, 
And bring to hand, that yet haa neuer beenc : 
So well I wrought with mfldnes and with paine, 
That I her caught disporting on the grene, 

And brought away fast bound withsiluer chaine. 

And afterwards I handled her so fayre, 120 
That though by kind shee stout and saluage 
were, 

For being borne an aundent I^ions haire, 

And of the race, that all wild beastes do imt ; 
Yet I her fram’d and wan so to my bent, 

That shee became so meeke and milde of cheare, 
As the least lamb in all my flodc that went. 

For shee in field, where euer I did wend. 
Would wend with me, and waite by me all day: 
And all the night that 1 in watch did spend, 

If cause requir’d, or els in sleepe, if nay, 130 
Shee would all ni^t by mee or watch, or sleepe ; 
And euermore when 1 did sleepe or play, 

She of my flock would take full wane keepe. 

Safe then and safest were my sillie sheepc, 

Ne fear’d the Wolfe, ne fear’d the wildest beast: 
All were I drown’d in carelesse quiet deepe ; 
My louelie Lionesse without beheast 
So carefull was for them and for my good. 
That when I waked, neither most nor least 
I found miscaried or in plaine or wood. 140 

Oft did the Shepeheards, which, my hap didi 
heare, 

And oft their lasses which my hick enuide, 
Daylie resort to me from farre and neare. 

To see my Lyonesse, whose praises wide 
Were spreri abroad ; and when her worthinesse 
Mjuch greater than the rude report they tri’de. 
They her did praise, and my good fortune blessc. 
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Long thus I ioycd in my happinesse, 148 
And well did hope my ioy would haue no end : 
But oh fond man, that in worlds ficklenesse 
Reposedst hope, or weenedst her thy frend, 
That glories most in mortall miseries, 

And (Lylie doth her changefiill counsels bend 
To make new matter fit for Tragedies. 

For whilest I was thus without dread or dout, 
A cruell Satyr e with his miirdrous dart, 
Greedie of mischiefc ranging all about, 

Gaue her the fatall wound of deadlie smart ; 
And reft fro me my sweete companion. 

And reft fro me my loue, my life, my liart : 

My Lyonesse (ah woe is mee) is gon. 161 

Out of the world thus was she reft awaie, 

Out of the world, vnworthie such a spoyle ; 
And borne to heauen, for heauen a fitter pray : 
Much fitter than the Lyon, which with toyle 
Alcides slew, and fixt in firmament ; 

Her now I seek throughout this earthlie soyle. 
And seeking misse, and missing doe lament. 
Therewith he gan afresh to waile and weepe. 
That I for pittie of his heauie plight, 170 
Could not abstaine mine eyes with teares to 
steepe : 

But when 1 saw the anguish of lus spright 
Some deale alaid, I him bespake againe. 

Certes Alcyon, painfull is thy plight. 

That it in me breeds almost equall paine. 

Yet doth not my dull wit well vnderstand 
The riddle of thy loued Lionesse ; 

For rare it seemes in reason to be skand 
That man, who doth the whole worlds rule 
posscsse, 

Should to a beast his noble hart embase, 180 
And be the vassall of liis vassalesse : 

Therefore more plaine aread this doubtfull case. 

Then sighing sore, Daphne thou knewest (quoth 
he) 

She now is dead ; ne more endured to say : 
But fell to ground for great extreamitie. 

That I beholding it, with deepe dismay 
Was much appald, and lightlie him vprearing, 
Reuoked life that would haue fled away, 

All were my self through griefe in deadly 
drearing. 

Then gan I him to comfort all my best, 190 
And with milde counsaile stroue to mitigate 
The stormie passion of his troubled brest ; 

But he thereby was more empassionate : 

As stubborne steed, that is wi^ curb restrained. 
Becomes more fierce and feruent in his gate ; 
And breaking foorth at lasti thus dearnelie 
plained. 


I 

What manhenceforth, that breathethvitallayre, 

W ill honour heauen, or heauenlie powers adore?* 
Which so vniusthe doe their iud^ents share • 
Mongst earthhe wightes, as to afflict so sore 
The innocent, as those which do transgresse, 
And do not spare the best or fayrest, more * 
Than worst or fowlest, but doe both oppresse. 

If this be right, why did they then create 
The world so fayre, sith fairenesse is neglected' 
Or whie be they themselues immaculate, 

If purest things be not by them respected ^ 
She faire, shee pure, most faire most pure shee 
was, 

Yet was by them as thing impure reiected : 
Yet shee in purcncsse, heauen it selfe did pas. 

In purenesse and in all celestiall grace, 21 1 
That men admire in goodlie womankinde, 
Shee did excell, and seem’d of Angels race. 
Lining on earth like Angell new diuinde, 
Adorn’d with wisedome and with chastitie : 
And all the dowries of a noble mind. 

Which did her beautie much more bcautifie. 

No age hath bred (since fayre Astrm left 
The sinfull world) more vertue in a wight, 
And when she parted hence, with her she reft 
Great hope ; and robd her race of bountie 
quight: 221 

Well may the shepheard lasses now lament, 
For dubble losse by her hath on them light : 
To loose both her and bounties ornament. 

Ne let Elisa royall Shepheardesse 
The praises of my parted loue enuy, 

For she hath praises in all plenteousnesse 
Powr’d vpon her like showers of Caslaly 
By her own Shepheard , Co/m her owne Shepherd, 
'lliat her with heauenly hymnes doth deifie, 

Of rustick muse full hardly to be betterd. 231 

She is the Rose, the glorie of the day, 

And mine the Primrose in the lowly shade, 
Mine, ah not mine ; amisse I mine did say : 
Not mine but his, which mine awhile her made : 
Mine to be his, with him to hue for ay : 

0 that so faire a flower so soone should fade. 
And through vntiraely tempest fall away. 

She fell away in her first ages spring, 

Whil’st yet her leafe was greene, and fresh her 
rinde, 240 

And whil’st her braunch faire blossomes foorth 
did bring, 

She fell away against all course of kinde : 

For age to dye is right, but youth is wrong ; 
She f elaway like fruit blowne downe with winde : 
Weepe Shepheard weepe to make my vndersong. 
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What hart so stony hard, but that would weepe, 
And poure foorth fountames of incessant 
teares ? 

What Timofii but would let compassion creepe 
Into his brest, and pierce Ins frosen eares ? 

In stead of teares, whose brackish bitter well 
I wasted haue, my heart blood dropping weares, 
To thinke to ground how that faire blossoine 
fell. 252 

Yet fell she not, as one enforst to dye, 

Ne dyde with dread and grudging discontent. 
But as one toyld with trauaile downe doth lye, 
So lay she downe, as if to sleepe she went. 

And closde her eyes with carelesse quietnesse ; 
I’he whiles soft death away her spirit hent. 
And soule assoyld from sinful! fleslihnesse. 

Yet ere that life her lodging did forsake, 260 
She all resolu’d and ready to remoue. 

Calling to me (ay me) this wise bespoke ; 
Alcyon, ah my first and latest loue. 

All why does my Alcyon weepe and mourne, 
And gneue my ghost, that ill mote him behoue, 
As if to me had clianst some euill tourne ? 

I, since the messenger is come for mee, 

That summons soules vnto the bridale feast 
Of his great Lord, must needes depart from 
thee, 

And straight obay his soueraine beheast : 270 
Why should Alcyon then so sore lament, 

Tliat I from misene shall be releast. 

And freed from wretched long imprisonment ? 

Our dales are full of dolor and disease. 

Our life afflicted with incessant paine. 

That nought on earth may lessen or appease. 
Why then should I desire here to remaine ? 

Or why should he that loues me, sorie bee 
For my deliuerance, or at all complaine 
My good to heare, and toward ioyes to see ? 

I goe, and long desired haue to goe, 281 
I goe with gladnesse to my wished rest. 
Whereas no worlds sad care, nor wasting woe 
May come their happie quiet to molest. 

But Saints and Angels in celestiall thrones 
Eternally him praise, that hath them blest ; 
Tliere shall I be amongst those blessed ones. 
Yet ere I goe, a pledge I leaue with thee 
Of the late loue, the which betwixt vs past. 

My yong Ambrosia, in lieu of mee 290 

Loue her : so shall our loue for euer last. 

Thus deare adieu, whom I expect ere long : 

So hauing said, away she softly past : 

Weep Shepheard weep, to maite mine vnder- 
song. 
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So oft as I record those piercing words, 

Which yet are deepc engrauen in my brest, 
And those last deadly accents, which like swords 
Did wound my heart and rend my bleeding chest. 
With those sweet sugred speaches doo compare. 
The which my soulc first conquerd and possest, 
The first beginners of my endles care ; 301 

And when those pallid cheekes and ashy hew. 
In which sad death his pourtraicture had writ, 
And when those hollow eyes and deadly view, 
On which the clowde of ghastly night did sit, 

I match with that sweet smile and chcarful 
brow, 

Which all the world subdued vnto it ; 

How liappie was 1 then, and wretched now ? 

How happie was I, when I saw her leade 309 
TheSheplicardsdaiightersdauncing in arownd } 
How trimly would she trace and softly tread 
The tender grasse with rosie garland crownd } 
And when she list aduance her heauenly voyce. 
Both Nimphs and Muses nigh she made astownd, 
And flocks and shepheards caused to reioyce. 

But now ye Shepheard lasses, who shall lead 
Your wandring troupes, or sing your virebyes ? 
Or who shall dight your bowres, sith she is dead 
That was the Lady of your holy dayes ? 

Let now your blisse be turned into bale, 320 
And into pbints conuert your ioyous playes. 
And with the same fill euery hill and iile. 

Let Bagpipe neucr more be heard to shrill. 
That may allure the senses to delight ; 

Ne euer Shepheard sound his Oaten quill 
Vnto the many, that prouoke them might 
To idle pleasance : but let ghastlinesse 
And drery horror dim the chearfull light. 

To make the image of true heauinesse. 

Let birds be silent on the naked spray, 330 
And shady woods resound with dreadfull yells : 
Let streaming floods their hastie courses stay, 
And parching drougth drie vp the christall 
wells ; 

Let th’earth be barren and bring foorth no 
flowres. 

And th’ayre be fild with noyse of doleful! knells, 
And wandring spirits walke vntimely howres. 
And Nature nurse of euery liuing thing, 

Let rest her selfe from her long wearinesse. 
And cease henceforth things kindly forth to 
bring, 

But hideous monsters full of vglinesse : 340 

For she it is, that hath me done this wrong, 
No nurse, but Stepdame, cruell, mercilcsse, 
Weepe Shepheard weepe to make my vnder song. 
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My little flodoe, whom earst I lou’d so well, 
And wont to feede with finest grasse that grew, 
Feede ye hencefoorthnn bitter Astrofellt 
And stinking Smallage, and vnsauerie Rew ; 
And when your mawes are with those weeds 
corrupted, 

Be ye the pray of Wolues ; ne will I rew, 

That with your carkasses wild beasts be glutted. 

Ne Worse to you my sillie sheepe I pray, 351 
Ne sorer vengeance wish on you to fall 
Than to my selfe, for whose confusde decay 
To carelessc heauens I doo day lie call : 

But heauens refuse to heare a wretches cry, 
And cruell death doth scorne to come at call. 
Or graunt his boone that most desires to dye. 

The good and righteous he away doth take. 

To plague th’vnrighteous which aliue remaine : 
But the vngodly ones he doth forsake, 360 
By liuing long to multiplie their paine : 

Els surely death should be no punishment, 

As the great ludge at first did it ordaine, 

But rather riddance from long languishment. 

Therefore my Daphne they haue tane away ; 
For worthie of a better place was she : 

But me vrtworthie willed here to stay. 

That with her lacke 1 might tormented be. 
Sith then they so haue ordred, 1 will pay 
Pentpioe to her according their decree, 370 
And to her ghost doo seruice day by day. 

For I will walke this wandring pilgrimage 
Throughout the world from one to other end, 
And in affliction wast my better age. 

My bread shall be the anp[uish of my mind. 

My dtink the teares which fro mine eyes do 
raine, 

My bed the ground that hardest I may finde ; 
So will I wilfully increase my paine. 

And she my loue that was, my Saiiit that is, 
When she beholds from her celcstiall throne, 
(In which shee ioyeth in eternall blis) 381 
My bitter penance, will my case bemone, 

And pitie me that liuing thus doo die : 

For heauenly spirits haue compassion 
On mortall men, and rue their raiserie. 

So when I haue with sorowe satisfide 
Th’importune fates, which vengeance on me 
seclDe, ' 

And th’heauens with long languor pacifide, 

She for pure pitie of my sufferance meeke, 

Will send for me; for which I daylie long, 390 
And will till then my painfull penance eeke : 
Weep Shepheard, weep to make my vnder song. 


Hencefoorth I hate what cuer Nature made. 
And in her workmanship no pleasure finde : 
For they be all but vaine, and quickly fade*, 
So soone as on them blowes theNorthern winde, 
They tarrie not, but flit and fall away. 
Leaning behind them nought but griefe of 
minde, 

And mocking such as thinke they long will stay. 

I hate the heauen, because it doth withhold 
i Me from my loue, and eke my loue from me ; 

I hate the earth, becauM it is the mold 402 
Of fleshly slime and fraile mortalitie ; 

I hate the fire, because to nought it flyes, 

I hate the Ayre, because sighes of it be, 

I hate the Sea, because it teares supplyes. 

I hate the day, because it lendeth light 
To see all things, and not my loue to see ; 

I hate the darlmesse and the drery night, 
Because they breed sad balefulnesse in mee : 

I hate all times, because all times doo flye 411 
So fast away, and may not stayed bee, 

But as a sp^ie post that passeth by. 

I hate to speake, my voyce is spent with crying: 
I hate to heare, lowd plaints haue duld mine 
eares : 

I hate to tast, for food withholds my dying ; 

I hate to see, mine eyes are dimd with teares : 
I hate to smell, no sweet on earth is left : 

I hate to feele, my flesh is numbd with feares: 
So all my senses from me are bereft. 420 

I hate all men, and shun all womankinde ; 
The one, because as I they wretched are. 

The other, for because I doo not finde 
My loue with them, that wont to be their 
Starre : 

And life I hate, because it will not last, 

And death I hate, because it life doth mane, 
And all I hate, that is to come or past. 

So all the world, and all in it I hate, 

Because it changeth euer too and fro, 

And neuer standeth in one certaine state, 430 
But still vnstedfast round about doth goe, 
Like a Mill wheele, in midst of miserie, 

Driuen with streames of wretchednesse and woe, 
That dying Hues, and liuing still does dye. 

So doo I Hue, so doo I daylie die, , 

And pine away in selfe-consuming paine, 

Sith she that did my vital I powres suppHc, 
And feeble spirits in their force maintaioe 
Is fetcht fro me, why seeke I to prolong 
My wearie dales in dolor and dis^e ? 44^ 

Weep Shepheard weep to make my vnder song. 
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Why doo I langer Uu® in lilettdespight ? 

Ana doo not dye then in despight of death : 
Why doo 1 longer see this loafhsome light, 

And doo in darknesse not abridge my breath, 
Sith all my sorrow should haiie end thereby. 
And cares finde quiet ; is it ^ vneath 
To Icaue this life, or dolorous to dye ? 

To liue I hnde it deadly dolor9us ; 449 

For life drawes care, and caretcontinuall woe : 
Therefore to dye must n«;edes \k ioyeous, 

And wishfull thing this sad life to forgoe. 

But I must stay ; I may it not amend, 

My Daphne hence departing bad me so, 

She bad me stay, till she for me did send. 

Yet whitest I in this wretched vale doo stay, 
My wearie feete shall euer wandring be, 

That still I may be readie on my way, 

When as her messenger doth come for me : 

Ne will I rest my feete for feeblenesse, 460 
Ne will I rest my limmes for frailtie, 

Ne will I rest mine eyes for heauinesse. 

But as the mother of the Gods, that sought 
For faire Eurydice her daughter deere 
Throghout tne world, with wofull heauie 
thought ; 

So will I trauell whitest I tarrie heere, 

Ne will 1 lodge, ne will I euer lin, 

Ne when as drouping Titan draweth neere 
To loose his teeme, will I take vp my Inne. 

Ne sleepe (the harbenger of wearie wights) 
Shall euer lodge vpon mine ey-lids more ; 471 
Ne shall with rest refresh my fainting sprights. 
Nor failing force to former strength restore ; 
But I will wake and sorrow all the night 
With Philumene, my fortune to deplore. 

With Philumene, the partner of my plight. 

And euer as I see the starres to fall, 

And vnder ground to goe, to giue them light 
Which dwell in darknes, I to minde will call, 
How my faire Starre (that shinde on me so 
bright) 480 

Fell sodainly, and faded vnder ground ; 

Since whose departure, day is turnd to night. 
And night without a Venus starre is found. 

But soone as day doth shew his deawie face, 
And calb fourth men vnto their toylsome trade, 
I will withdraw me to some dark^me place, 
Or some deepe caue, or solitarie shade ; 

'f^ere will I sigh and sorrow all day Ions, 

^d the huge burden of my cares vnlaae : 489 
Weep Sheplwd, weep, to make my vndersong. 
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Hencefoorth mine eyes shall neuer more behol^ 
Faire thing on earth, ne feed on false delight 
Of ought that framed b of mortall mojuide, 
Sith that my fairest flower is faded quight ; 
For all 1 see is vaine and transitorie, 

Ne will be helde in anie stedfast plight, 

But in a moment loose their grace and glorie. 

And ye fond men on fortunes wheele that ride, 
Or in c^ht vnder heauen repose assurance, . 
Be it riches, beautic, or honors pride : 

Be sure that they shall haue no long endurance. 
But ere ye be aware will flit away ; 

Fornought of them is yours, but thWly vsance 
Of a small time, whi(^ none ascertaine may. 

And ye true Louers, whom desastrous chauncc 
Hath farre exiled from your Ladies grace. 

To mourne in sorrow and sad sufferaunce, 
When ye doo heare me in that desert plaw 
Lamenting lowde my Daphnes Elegie, 

Helpe me to wayle my miserable case, 510 
And when life parts, vouchsafe to close mine eye. 

And ye more happie Louers, which enioy 
The presence of your dearest loues delight, 
When ye doo heare my sorrowfull annoy, 

Yet pittie me in your empassiond spright, 

And thinke that such mishap, as chaunst to me, 
May happen vnto the most happiest wight ; 
For all mens states alike vnstedbst be. 

And ye my fellow Shepheards, which do feed 
Your carelesse flocks on hils and open pbbes, 
With better fortune, than did me succeea, 521 
Remember yet my vndeserued paines ; 

And when ye heare, that I am dead or sbine, 
Lament my lot, and tell your fellow swaines 
That sad Akym dyde :n lifes disdaine. 

And ye faire Damsels, Shepheards dere delights, 
That with your loues do their rude hearts 
possesse, 

Vouchsafe to deck the same with ^yparwse ; 
And euer sprinckle brackish teares among, 530 
In pitie of my vndeseru’d distresse. 

The which 1 wretch, endured haue thus long. 

And ye poore Pilgrimcs, that with rcstlesse toyle 
Wearie your selues in wandring desert wayes, 
Till that you come, where ye your vowet 
assoyle, 

When passing by ye read these wofull layes 
On my graue written, rue my Daphnes wrong, 
And moume for me that langubh out my daycs : 
Cease Shepheard, cease, and end thy vndersonir . 
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TP The heauiest plaint that eucr^I heard 
sound) 541 

His cheekes wext pale, and sprights began to 
faint, 

As if againe he would haue fallen to ground ; 
Which when I saw, I (stepping to him light) 
Anlooued him out of his stonie swound. 

And gan him to recomfort as I might. 

But he no waie recomfortcd would be, 

Nor suffer solace to approach him nie, 

But c^tii^ vp a sdeiniull eie at me, 549 
Tl^t in his traunce I would not let him lie, 
Did rend his haire, and beat his blubbred face 
As one disposed wilfullie to die. 

That I sore grieu’d to see his wretched case. 


Tho when the pang was somewhat ouerpast 
And the outragious p)assion nigh appeased, * 

I him desirde, sith daie was ouercast, 

And darke night fast approched, to be pleased 
To turne aside vnto my Cabinet, 

And staie with me, till he were better eased 
Of that strong stownd, which him so sore 
beset. 560 

But by no meanes I could him win thereto, 

Ne longer him intreate with me to staie, 

But without taking leaue, he foorth did goe 
With staggring pace and dismall lookes 
dismay, 

As if that death he in the face had seenej 
Or hellish hags had met vpon the way : 

But what of him became I cannot weene. 


FJNIS, 




53^, , COLIN CLpVXS 

TO THE RIGHT 


worthy and noble Knight 

Sir W liter Raleigh^ Captaiiie of her Maiesties 
Guard, Lord Wardein of the Staniieries, 
and Lieutenant of the Countie of 
Cornwall. 
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C/i?, that you may see that 1 am not 
alwaies ydle as yee thinke, though not 
greatly well occupied, nor cdtogither vndutifull, 
though not precisely officious, 1 make you present 
of this simple pastorall, vnworthie of your higher 
conciitt for the mea.nesse of the stile, but agreeing 
with the truth in circumstance and matter. The 
which I humbly beseech you to accept in part of 
painmt of the infinite debt tn which I acknow- 
ledge my selfe bounden onto you, for your singular 


fauours and sundrie good turnes shewed to me at 
my late being tn England, and with your good 
countenance protect against the malice of eutll 
mouthes, which are alwaies wide open to carpe 
at and misconstrue my simple meaning. 1 pray 
continually for your happinesse. From my house 
of Kilcolman the 27. of December. 1591. 

Yours euer humbly. 
Ed.Sp, 
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come home againe. 


T He shepheards boy (best knowen by tha 
name) 

That after Tityrus first sung his lay, 

Laies of sweet loue, without rebuke or blame, 
Sate (u his custome was) vpon a day, 
Chainning his oaten pipe vnto his peres, 

ThC' shepheard^ swaines that did about hiir 
play; 

Who all the while with greedie listfull cares, 
Did;lttand astpnisht at his curious skill, 

Like hartless^ deare, dismayd with thunders 
sound. 

At last when as he piped had his fill, ic 
He tested him ; and sitting then around, 

One of those groomes (a iofly groome was he, 
As cujcr piped on an oatea reed, 

And this shepbeard dearest in degree, 
8^0 thus to him areed. 

Cjftfj my lief^, niy Hfe, hewr great a Ipssc 
Had fU th^ shepheardji by % Mce ? 
I^d rtwra svraine we^^tesi crosse ; 
iw^thy 


Was heard to sound as she was wont on hye, 
Hast made vs all so blessed and so Wythe. 21 
Whilest thou wast hence, all dead in dole did lie: 
The woods were heard to waile full many a 
sythe. 

And all their birds with silence to complaine ; 
Tlie fields with faded flowers did seem tomourne, 
And all their flocks from feeding to reiraine : 
The running waters wept for thy retume, 

And all their fish with languour did lament : 
But now both woods and fields, and floods 
reviue, 

Sith thou art come, their cause of iharfment, 30 
I That vs late dead, hast made againA uiue : 
But were it not too painfull to repi^t 
The passed fortunes, whiph to thee befell 
la thy late voyage, we th^ would entreat, 
Now at thy leisure them tb vs to telL, . 

To whom the shei^eard gently answered 
thus, 

Hdbbin thou tes^^t me to that I couet ; 
Foro{good paS^ne^y Jbdiscus> 

By dubble vsurfifdohr twise renew' it ’ 
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iUid siQoe I s^w that biased eie, 40 
Ber worlds bright sun, her beauens fairest 


light, 

My mind full of my thoughts sfttietie, 

Doth feed on sweet contentmetik of tbAt sight : 
Since that same day in nought 1 take delict, 
Ne feeling haue in any earthly, pleasure, 

But in remembrwee of that gl^ious bright, 
Mylifei^s^ blis$e,my hearts et^nall threasure. 
Wake ^en mv pipe, my sleepie Musa awake. 
Till I haue told her praises lasting long : 

Hcbbin desires, thou maist it not lorsaiu, 50 
Harke then ye ioUy shepheards to my song. 
With that they all gan throng about him 
neare, 

With hungrie eares to heare his harmonie : 

The whiles their flocks deuoyd of dangers feare. 
Did round about them feed at libertie. 

One day (quoth he) I sat, (as was my trade) 
Vnder the foote of Mole that mountaine hore. 
Keeping my sheepe amongst the, cooly shade. 
Of the greene alders by the MuUaes shore ; 
There a straunge shepheard chaunst to find me 
out, 60 

Whether allured with my pipes delight, 

Whose pleasing sound yshrilled far about, 

Or thither led by chaunce, I know not right : 
Whom when I asked from what place he came, 
And how he hight, himselfe he aid ycleepe. 
The shepheard of the Ocean by name, 

And said he came far from the main-sea 
deepe. 

He sitting me beside in that same shade, 
Prouoked me to plaie some pleasant fit, 

And when he heard the musicke which I made. 
He found himselfe full greatly pleasd at it ; 71 
Yet aemuling my pipe, he tooke in bond 
My pipe before that semuled of many. 

And plaid theron ; (for well that skill he cond) 
Himselfe as skilfull in that art as any. 

He pip’d, I sung ; and when he sung, I piped. 
By chaunge of turnes, each making other mery, 
Neither enuying other, nor enuied. 

So piped we, vntill we both were weary. 

There interrupting him, a bonie swaine, 80 
That Cuddy hight, him thus atweene besp^e : 
And should it not thy readic course restraine, 

I would request thee Co/m, for my sake, 

To tell what thou didst sing, when he did plaie. 
Jw well I weenf it worth recounting was, 
Whether it were some hymne, or moral! laie, 
Or carol made to praise thy loued lasse. 

Nor of loue> nor of my losse fquoth he). 

I then dkf iing, as then occasion fell : 

^ loue |bi4 fne forlome, forlome of me, 90 
That ma^ me in that desart chose to dwelk 


But of my riucr Bregogs loue 1 soong, 

Which to the shiny MuUa he did beare, , 

And yet doth beare, and euer will, $0 long 
As water doth within his bancks appeare. 

Of fellow ship (said then that bony Boy) 
Record to vs that louely lay againe ; 

Ibe stale whereof, shall nought these eares 
annoy, 

Who all that Colin makes, do couet faine. 

Heare then (quoth he) the tenor of my tale, 
In sort as I it to that shepheard told : 101 

No leasing new, nor Grandams fable stale, 

But auncient truth confirm’d with credence old. 
Old father MoUy {Mole hight that mountain 
gray 

That walls the Northside of ArmuJla dale) 

He had a daughter fresh as floure of May, 
Which gaue that name vnto that pleasant vale ; 
MuUa the daughter of old Mokt so higbt 
The Nimph, which of that water course has 
charge, 

That springing out of Mokt doth run downe 
right no 

To Butleuani, where spreading forth at large, 
It giueth name vnto that auncient Cittie. 
Which Kilnermdlah cleped is of old ; 

Whose ragged ruines breed great ruth and 
pittie, 

To trauailers, which it from far behold. 

Full faine she lou’d, and was belou’d full faine, 
Of her owne brother riuer, Breeog hight, 

So hight because of this deceitfull traine, 
Which he with MuUa wrought to win delight. 
But her old sire more carefull of her good, lao 
And meaning her much better to preferre, 

Did thinke to match her with the neighbour 
flood. 

Which AUo hight. Broad water called farre : 
And wrought so well with his continuall paine. 
That he tlmt riuer for his dau^^ter wonne : 
The dowre agreed, the day assigned plaine, 
The place appointed where it should pe doone. 
Nath lesse the Nymph her former liking held ; 
For loue will, not be drawne, but must be 
ledde, 

And Bregog did so well her fancie wel 4 , 130 
That her good will he got her first to wedde. 
But for her father sitting still on hie. 

Did warily still watch which way she went, 
And eke from far obseru’d with iealous eie, 
Which way Jiis course the wanton Bregog bent, 
Him to deceiue for all his watchlull ward, 

The M[lly louer did deuise this sligl^t : 

First into many parts his streams he shar’d, 
That whitest the one was watcht, the other 
might 
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Passe vnespide to meete her by the way ; 140 
And then besides, those little streames so 
broken 

He vnder ground so closely did conuay, 

Ibat of tlieir passage doth appeare no token, 
Till they into the Mullaes water slide 
So secretly did he his loue enioy : 

Yet not so secret, but it was descride, 

And told her father by a shepheards lx)y. 

VVho wondrous wroth for that so foule despight, 
In great auenge did roll downe from his hill 
Huge mightie stones, the which encomber might 
His passage, and his water-courses spill. 151 
So of a Riuer, which he was of old. 

He none was made, but scattred all to nought, 
And lost emong those rocks into him rold, 

Did lose his name : so deare his loue he bought. 

Which hauing said, him Theslylis bespake, 
Now by my life this was a mery lay : 

Worthie of Colin selfe, that did it make. 

But read now eke of friendship I thee pray. 
What dittie did that other shepheard sing ? 

For I do couet most the same to heare, 161 
As men vse most to couet forreine thing. 

That shall I eke (quoth he) to you declare. 

His song was all a lamentable lay, 

Of great vnkindnesse, and of vsage hard. 

Of Cynthia the Ladie of the sea, 

Which from her presence faultlesse him debard. 
And euer and anon with singults rife, 

He cryed out, to make his vndersong 
Ah my loues queene, and goddesse of my life. 
Who shall me pittie, when thou doest me 
wrong? 1 71 

Then gan a gentle bony lasse to speake, 

That Marin hight. Right well he sure did | 
plaine : 

That could great Cynthiaes sore displeasure 
breake, 

And moue to take him to her grace againe. 

But tell on further Colin, as befell 
Twbet him and thee, that thee did hence dis- 
suade. 

When thus our pipes we both had wearied 
well, 

(Quoth he) and each an end of singing made. 
He gan to cast great lyking to my lore, 180 
And great dislyking to my lucklesse lot ; 

That banisht had my selfe, like wight forlore, 
Into that waste, where I was quite forgot. 

The which to leaue, thenceforth he counseld 
mee, 

Vnmeet for man, in whom was ought regardful!. 
And wend with him, his Cynthia to see : 

Whose grace was great, and bounty most 
rewardfull. 


Besides her peerlesse skill in making well 
And all the ornaments of wondrous wit, 

Such as all womankynd did far excell ; 

Such as the world admyr’d and praised it ; 

So what with hope of good, and hate of iH, 

He me perswaded forth with him to fare : 
Nought tooke I with me, but mine oaten quill : 
Small needments else need shepheard toprepar^f. 
So to the sea we came ; the sea ? tliat is 
A world of waters heaped vp on hie, 

Rolling like mountaines in wide wildernesse, 
Horrible, hideous, roaring with hoarse crie. 
And is the sea (quoth Condon) so fear full ^ 
Fearful much more (quoth he) then hart can 
fear : 201 

Thousand wyld beasts with deep mouthes gall- 
ing direfull 

Therin stil wait poore passengers to teare 
Who life doth loath, and longs death to behold, 
Before he die, alreadie dead with feare, 

And yet would hue with heart halfe stonie 
cold, 

Let him to sea, and he shall see it there. 

And yet as ghastly dreadfull, as it seemes, 
Bold men presuming life for gaine to sell, 
Dare tempt that gulf, and in those wandnng 
stremes 210 

Seek waies vnknowne, waies leading down to 
hell. 

For as we stood there waiting on the strond, 
Behold an huge great vessell to vs aune, 
Dauncmg vpon the waters back to lond, 

As if it scornd the daunger of the same, 

Yet was it but a wooden frame and fraile, 
Glewed togither with some subtile matter, 

Yet had it armes andwings,and head and uulc, 
And life to moue it selfe vpon the water 
Strange thing, how bold and swift the monster 
was, 220 

That neither car’d for wynd, nor hailc, nor 
raine, 

Nor swelling waues, but thorough them did 
passe 

So proudly, that she made them roare againe- 
The same aboord vs gently did receaue. 

And without harme vs farre away did beare, 
So farre that land our mother vs did leaue, 
And nought but sea and heauen to vs appeare. 
Then hartlesse quite and full of inward fearc, 
That shepheard I besought to me to tell, 229 
Vnder what skie, or in what world we were, 
In which I saw no lining people dwell. 

Who me recomforting sul that he might, 

Told me that that same was the Regiment 
Of a great shepheardesse, that C^ihia hight, 
His liege his Ladie, and his lifes Regent 
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]f then (quoth I) a shepheardesse she bee, 
Where be the flockes and heards, which she doth 
keep ? 237 

And where may I the hills and pastures see, 
C)n which she vseth for to feed her sheepe ? 
These be the hills (quoth he) the surges hie. 

On which faire Cynthia her heards doth feed : 
Her heards be thousand fishes with their fnc, 
Which in the bosome of the billowes breed. 

Of them the shepheard which hath charge in 
chief, 

Is TriUm blowing loud his wreathed home : 

At sound whereof, they all for their relief 
Wend too and fro at euening and at mornc. 
And Proteus eke with him does driue his heard 
Of stinking Seales and Porcpisces together. 
With hoary head and deawy dropping beard, 
Compelling them which way he list, and 
whether. 251 

And I among the rest of many least, 

Ilaue in the Ocean charge to me assignd : 
Where I will liue or die at her beheast, 

And serue and honour her with faithfull mind. 
Besides an hundred Nymphs all heauenly 
borne, 

And of immortal! race, doo still attend 
To wash faire Cynihiaes sheep, when they be 
shorne, 

And fold them vp, when they haue made an end. 
Those be the shepheards which my Cynihta 
serue, 260 

At sea, beside a thousand moe at land : 

For land and sea my Cynthia doth deserue 
To haue in her commandement at hand. 
Thereat 1 wondred much, till wondrmg more 
And more, at length we land far off descryde : 
Which sight mucli gladed me ; for much afore 
I feard, least land we neuer should haue eyde : 
Tliereto our ship her course directly bent, 

As if the way she perfectly had knowne. 269 
We Lunday passe ; by that same name is ment 
An Island, which the first to west was showne. 
From thence another world of land we kend, 
Floting amid the sea in ieopardie, 

And round about with mightie white rocks 
hemd, 

Against the seas encroching crueltie. 

Those same the shepheard told me, were the 
fields 

In which dame Cynthia her landheards fed, 
Faire goodly fields, then which Armulla yields 
^one fairer, nor more fruitfull to be red. 

The first to which we nigh approched, was 
high headland thrust far into the sea, 281 
Like to an home, whereof the name it has, 

Vet seemed to be a goodly pleasant lea : 


There did a loftie mount at first vs greet. 
Which did a stately heape of stones vpreare, 
Tliat seemd amid the surges for to fleet, 

Much greater then that frame, which vs did 
bt^re : 

There did our ship her fruitfull wombe vnlade. 
And put vs all ashore on Cynlhias land. 

What land is that thou meanst (then Cuddy 
sayd) 290 

And is there other, then whereon we stand f 
Ah Cuddy (then ouoth Colin) thoiis a fon, 
That hast not scene least part of natures worke 
Much more there is vnkend, then thou doest 
kon, 

And much more that does from mens know- 
ledge lurke. 

For that same land much larger is then this, 
And other men and beasts and birds doth feed : 
There fruitfull come, faire trees, fresh herbageis 
And all things else that liuing creatures need. 
Besides most goodly riuers there appeare, 300 
No whit inferiour to thy Funchins praise, 

Or vnto Alio or to Mulla cleare : 

Nought hast thou foolish boy scene in thy daies. 
But if that land be there (quoth he) as here, 
And is theyr heauen likewise there all one ? 
And if like heauen, be heauenly graces there 
Like as in this same world where we do wone '' 
Both heauen and heauenly graces do mucli 
more 

(Quoth he) abound in that same land, then this. 
For there all happie peace and plenteous store 
Conspire in one to make contented blis.se : 31 r 
No wayling there nor wretchednesse is heard, 
No bloodie issues nor no leprosies, 

No griesly famine, nor no raging sweard, 

No nightly bodrags, nor no hue and cries ; 

The shepheards there abroad may safely lie, 
On hills and downes, withouten dread or 
daunger : 

No rauenous wolues the good mans hope 
destroy, 

Nor outlawes fell affray the forest raunger. 
There learned arts do florish in great honor, 
And Poets wits are had in pecrlesse price : 32 1 
Religion hath lay powre to rest vpon her, 
Aduancing vertue and suppressing vice. 

For end, all good, all grace there freely growes, 
Had people grace it gratefully to vse : 

For God his gifts there plenteously bestowes 
But gracelesse men them greatly do abuse 
But say on further, then said Corylas, 

The rest of thine aduentures, that betyded. 

Foorth on our voyage we by land did passe, 
(Quoth he) as that same shepheard still vs 
guyded, 331 
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Vntill that we to Cynlhiaes presence came : 
Whose glorie, greater then my simple thought, 
I found much greater then the former fame ; 
Such greatnes I cannot compare to ought : 

But if I her like ought on earth might read, 

1 would her lyken to a crowne of lillies, 

Vpon a virgin brydes adorned head, 

With Roses dight and Goolds and Dadadillies; 
Or like the circlet of a Turtle true, 340 
In which all colours of the rainbow bee ; 

Or like faire Phebes garlond shining new, 

In which all pure perfection one may see. 

But vaine it is to thinke by paragone 
Of earthly things, to iudge of things diuine : 
Her power, her mercy, and her wisedome, none 
Can deeme, but who the Godhead can define. 
Why then do 1 base shepheard bold and blind, 
Presume the things so sacred to prophane ? 
More fit it is t’adore with humble mind, 350 
The image of the heauens in shape humane. 

With that Alexis broke his tale asunder, 
Saying, By wondring at thy Cynlhiaes praise, 
CA'n, thy selfe thou mak’st vs more to wonder. 
And her vpraising, docst thy selfe vpraise. 

But let vs heare what grace she shewed thee, 
And how that shepheard strange, thy cause 
aduanced? 

The shepheard of the Ocean (quoth he) 

Vnto that Goddesse grace me first enhanced. 
And to mine oaten pipe enclin’d her eare, 360 
That she thenceforth therein gan take delight, 
And it desir’d at timely houres to heare. 

All were my notes but rude and roughly 
dight. 

For not by measure of her owne great m)md, 
And wondrous worth she mott my simple song, 
But ioyd that country shepheard ought could 
fynd 

Worth harkening to, emongst the learned 
throng. 

Why ? (said Alexis then) what needeth shee 
That IS so great a shepheardesse her selfe. 

And hath so many shepheards in her fee, 370 
To heare tl^ee sing, a simple silly Elfe ? 

Or be the shei^eards which do seme her lacsie, 
That they list not their mery pipes applie ? 

Or be their pipes vntunable and craesie. 

That they cannot her honour worthylie ? 

Ah nky (said Colin) neither so, nor so : 

For better shepheards be not vnder side, 

Nor better hable, when they list to blow 
Their pipes aloud, her name to glorific. 
There.is good HarpaluSf now woxen 380 
In fiudiM seruice of faire Cynthia : 

And there is Corydon though meanly waged. 
Yet hablest wit of most I know this day- 


And there is sad Aleyon bent to moume, 
Though fit to frame an euerlasting dittie, 
Whose gentle spright for Daphnes diath doth 
tourn 

Sweet layes of loue to endlesse plaints of pittie. 
Ah pensiue boy pursue that braue conceipt. 

In thy sweet Eglantine of Meriflure, 

Lift vp thy notes vnto their wonted height, 390 
That may thy Muse and mates to miru allure. 
There eke is Palin worthie of great praise, 
Albe he enuie at my rustick quill : 

And there is pleasing Alcont could he raise 
His tunes from laies to matter of more skill. 
And there is old Palemon free from spight, 
Whose careful! pipe may make the hearer rew : 
Yet he himselfe may rewed be more right. 
That sung so long vntill quite hoarse he grew. 
And there is Alabaster throughly taught, 400 
In all this skill, though knowen yet to few : 
Yet were he knowne to Cynthia as he ought, 
His Eliseis would be redae anew. 

Who hues that can match that heroick song, 
Which he hath of that mightie Princesse made? 
0 dreaded Dread, do not thy selfe that 
wrong, 

To let thy fame lie so in hidden shade : 

But call it forth, 0 call him forth to thee, 

To end thy glorie which he hath bemm ; 

That when he finisht hath as it should be, 410 
No brauer Poeme can be vnder Sun. 

Nor Po nor Tyburs swans so much renowned, 
Nor all the brood of Greece so highly praised. 
Can match that Muse when it with bayes is 
crowned, 

And to the pitch of her perfection raised. 

And there is a new shepheard late vp sprong. 
The which doth all afore him far surpossc : 
Appearing well in that well tuned song, 

Which late he sung vnto a scomfull kwse. 

Yet doth his trembling Muse but lowly flic. 
As daring not too rashly mount on bight, 421 
And doth her tender plumes as yet but trie. 

In loues soft laies and looser thoughts deb'ght. 
Then rouze thy feathers quickly Dcamllf 
And to what course thou please thy selfe 
aduance : 

But most me seemes, thy accent will excell, 

In Tragick plaints and passionate mischance. 
And there that shepheard of the Ocean is, 
That spends his wit in loues consuming smart : 
Full sweetly tempred is that Muse of his 430 
That can empierce a Princes mightie hart. 
There also is (ah no, he is not now) 

But since I said he is, he Quite is gone, 
Amyntas quite is gone and lies fuS low, 
Hauing his Amar^Us left to rnone. 
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He^ Aniftr^is this heft tese to mourne; / 
Her losse is yours, your to6$e AmyrUas is, ' 

AmytUas flouie of shepheards pride forlome : 
He whilest he liued was the n^lest swaine, 
That euer piped in an odfen ouill : 

Both did he other, which tould pipe, maintaine, 
And eke could pipe himsdfe with passing skill. 
And there thoi^ last not least is Aeiion, 

A gentler shepheard may no where be found : 
Whose Muse full of high thoughts inuention. 
Doth like hiznselfe Heroically sound. 

All these, and many others mo remaine. 

Now after Astrojell is dead and gone : 

But while as AsirofeU did liue and raine, 450 
Amongst all these was none his Paragons. 

All these do florish in their sundry kynd, 

And do their Cy«Mw immortall make : 

Yet found 1 lyking in her royall mynd, 

Not for my swl, but for that shepheards sake. 

Then spake a louely lasse, hight Lueida, 
Shepheard, enough of shepheards thou hast 
told. 

Which fauour thee, and honour Cynthia : 

But of so many Nymphs which she doth hold 
In her retinew, thou nast nothing sayd ; 460 
That seems, with none of them thou fauor 
foundest. 

Or art ingratefuU to each gentle mayd, 

That none of all their due deserts resoundest. 

Ah far be it (quoth Colin Clout) fro me. 

That 1 of gentle Mayds should ill deserue : 

For that my selfe I do professe to be 
Vassall to one, whom ^1 my dayes I seme ; 
The beame of beautie sparkled irom aboue. 
The floure of vertue and pure chastitie, 

The blossorpe of sweet ioy and perfect loue, 470 
The pearle of peerlesse grace and modestie : 

To her my thoughts I daily dedicate. 

To her my heart I nightly martyrize : 

To her my loue I lowly do prostrate, 

To her my life I wholly sacrifice : 

My thought, my heart, my loue, my life is 
shee, 

And I hers euer onelyi euer one : 

One euer I all vowed hers to bee, 

One euer I, and others neuer none. 

Then thus Melissa said ; Thrise happie Mayd, 
Whom thou doest so enforce to deifie : 481 

That woods, and hills, and valleyes thou hast 
made 

Her name to eccho vnto heauen hie. 

But say, who else vouchsafed thee of grace ? 

They all (quoth he) me graced goodly well, 
Tliat all I praise, but in the highest place, 
Yramaf sister vnto Astrojell, 


In whose braue mynd, as in a golden cofer, 

All heauenly gifts and riches l^ed are : 

More rich then pearles of Ynde,ot gold of Ofher, 
And in her sex more wonderfull and rare. 491 
Ne lesse praise worthie I Theana read. 

Whose goodly beames though they be ouer 
dight 

With mourning stole of carefull wydowhead. 
Yet through that darksome vale do glister 
bright ; 

She is the well of bountie and braue mynd. 
Excelling most in glorie and great light : 

She is the ornament of womankind. 

And Courts chief garlond with all vertues dight. 
Therefore great Cynthia her in chiefest grace 
Doth hold, and next vnto her selfe aduance, 
Well worthie of so honourable place, 502 
For her great worth and noble gouernance. 

Ne lesse praise Worthie is her sister deare, 
Faire Marian, the Musts onely darling : 

Whose beautie shyneth as the morning deare, 
With siluer deaw vpon the roses pearling. 

Ne lesse praise worthie is Mansilia, 

Best knowne by bearing vp great Cynthiaes 
traine : 

That same is she to whom Daphnaida 510 
Vpon her neeces death I did complaint. 

She is the paterne of true womanhead, 

And onely mirrhor of feminitie : 

Worthie next sSitx Cynthia to tread. 

As she is next her in nobilitie. 

Ne lesse praise worthie Galathea seemes, 

Then best of all that honourable crew, 

Faire Galathea with bright shining beames, 
Inflaming feeble eyes that her do view. 

She there then waited vpon Cynthia, 520 
Yet there is not her won, but here with vs 
About the borders of our rich Coskma, 

Now made of Maa the Nymph delitious. 

Ne lesse praisworthie faire Necera is, 

Necera ours, not theirs, though there she be. 
For of the famous Shure, the Nymph she is, 
For high desert, aduaunst to that degree. 

She is the blosome of grace and curtesie, 
Adorned with all honourable parts : 

She is the braunch of true nobilitie, 530 
Belou’d of high and low with faithfull harts. 
Ne lesse praisworthie Stella do I read. 

Though nought my praises of her needed arre, 
Whom verse of noblest shepheard lately dead 
Hath prais’d and rais’d aboue each other 
starre. 

Ne lesse praisworthie are the sisters three, 

The honor of the noble familie : 

Of which I meanest boost my selfe t^ be, ^ 
And most that vnto them I am so me. 
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Phyllts, Chanllts, and sweet AnmrylltSf 540 
PhiUts the faire, is eldest of the three : 

The next to her, is bountifull Chanllis. 

But th’ youngest is the highest in degree. 

Phyllts the floure of rare ix;rfection, 

Faire spreading forth her leaues with fresh 
delight. 

That with their beauties amorous reflexion, 
Bereaue of sence each rash beholders sight. 

But sweet Chanllis is the Paragone 
Of peerlesse pnce, and ornament of praise, 
Admyr’d of all, yet enuied of none, 550 

Through the myld temperance of her goodly 
raies. 

Thrice liappie do I hold thee noble swaine, 

The which art of so rich a spoile possest. 

And it embracing deare without disdaine. 

Hast sole possession in so chaste a brest : 

Of all theshepheards daughters which there bee, 
{And yet there be the fairest vnder skie, 

Or that elsewhere I eucr yet did sec) 

A fairer Nymph yet neuer saw mine cic : 

She is the pride and primrose of the rest, 560 
Made by the maker selfe to be admired : 

And like a goodly beacon high addrest. 

That is with sparks of heauenle beaulie fired. 
But Amaryllis, whether fortunate, 

Or else vnfortunate may I aread, 

That freed is from Cupids yoke by fate, 

Since which she doth new bands aduenture 
dread. 

Shepheard what euer thou hast heard to be 
In this or that praysd diuersly apart, 569 
In her thou maist them all assembled see. 

And seald vp in the threasure of her hart. 

Ne thee lesse worlhie gentle Flauia, 

For thy chaste life and vertue I esteerne : 

Ne thee lesse worthie curtcous Candida, 

For thy true loue and loyaltie I deeme. 

Besides yet many mo tliat Cynthia serue, 

Right noble Nymphs, and high to be com- 
mended : 

But if I all should praise as they deserue, 

This sun would faile me ere I halfe had ended. 
Therefore in closure of a thankfull mynd, 580 
I deeme it best to hold eternally, 

Their bounteous deeds and noble fauoursshrynd. 
Then by discourse them to indignifie. 

So hauing said, Aglaura him l^spake : 

Colin, well worthie were those goodly fauours 
Bestowd on thee, that so of them doest make. 
And them requitest with thy thankfull labours. 
But of great Cynthiaes goodnesse and high grace, 
Finish the storie which thou hast begunne. j 
More eath (quoth he) it is in such a case 590 
How to b^in, then know how to haue donne. ^ 


For euerie gift and euerie goodly meed. 

Which she on me bestowd, demaunds a day ; 
And euerie day, in which she did a deed, 
Demaunds a yeare it duly to display. 

Her words were like a streame of honny fleeting. 
The which doth softly trickle from the hiue : 
Hable to melt the hearers heart vnweeting, 
And eke to make the dead againe aliue. 599 
Her deeds were like great clusters of ripe grapes. 
Which load the braunches of the fruitfull vine : 
Offring to fall into e-^.ch mouth that gapes, 
And fill the same with store of timely wine 
Her lookeb were like beames ofithemornmgSun, 
Forth looking through the windowes of the Fast : 
When first the fleecie cattell haue begun 
Vpon the ijerlcd grasse to make their feast. 
Her thoughts are like the fume of Franckin* 
cence, 

Which from a golden Censer forth doth rise : 
And throwing forth sweet odours mounts fro 
thence 610 

In rolling globes vp to the vauted skies. 

There she beholds with high aspiring thought, 
The cradle of her owne creation : 

Emongst the scats of Angels heauenly wrought, 
Much like an Angell in all forme and fashion. 

Cohn (said Ct^dy then) thou liast forgot 
Thy selfc,mc scemes,too much, to mount so hic 
Such loftie flight, base shepheard seemeth not. 
From flocks and fields, to Angels and to skie 
True (answered he) but her great excellence, 
Lifts me aboue the measure of my might : 621 
That being fild with furious insolence, 

I feele my selfe like one yrapt in spright. 

For when I thinke of her, as oft I ought, 

Then want I words to speake it fitly forth : 
And when I speake of her what I haue though^ , 
I cannot thinke according to her worth. 

Yet will I thinke of her, yet will I speake. 

So long as life my limbs doth hold together. 
And when as death these vitall bands shall 
breake, 630 

Her name recorded I will leaue for euer. 

Her name in euery tree I will endosse, 

That as the trees do grow, her name may grow : 
And in the ground each where will it engrosse, 
And fill with stones, that all men may it know. 
The speaking woods and murmuring waters fall, 
Her name He teach in knowen termes to frame : 
And eke my lambs when for their dams they call. 
He teach to call for C'mthia by name. 

And long while after I am dead and rotten : 
Amongst the shepheards daughters dancing 
rownd, 641 

My layes made of her shall not be forgotten. 
But sung by them with flowry gyrlonds crownd. 
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And ye, who so ye be, that shall surviue : 
When as ye heare her memory renewed, 

Be witnesse of her bountie here aliue. 

Which she to Colin her poore shepheard shewed. 

Much was the whole assembly of those heards, 
Moov’d at his speech, so feelmgly he spake : 
And stood awhile astonisht at his words, 650 
Till Thestyhs at last their silence brake, 

Saying, \^y Co/i w, since thou foundst such grace 
With Cynthia and all her noble crew : 

Why didst thou euer leaue that happie place, 
In which such wealth might vnto thee accrew ? 
And back retumedst to this barrein soyle, 
Where cold and care and penury do dwell : 
Here to keep sheepe, with hunger and with 
toyle. 

Most wretched he, that is and cannot tell. 

Happie indeed (said Cohn) I him hold, 660 
That may that blessed presence still enioy. 

Of fortune and of enuy vncomptrold, 

Which still are wont most happie states t’annoy: 
But I by that which little while I prooued : 
Some part of those enormities did see, 

The which in Court continually hooued. 

And foUowd those which happie seemd to bee. 
Therefore I silly man, whose former dayes 
Had in rude fields bene altogether spent, 669 
Durst not aduenture such vnknowen wayes. 

Nor trust the guile of fortunes blandishment. 
But rather chose back to my sheep to toume. 
Whose vtmost hardnesse I before had try’de, 
Then hauing leamd repentance late, to moume I 
Emongst those wretches which I there desin-yde. I 
Shepheard (said Thestylis) it seemes of spight 
Thou speakest thus gainst their felicitie. 

Which thou enuiest, rather then of right 
That ought in them blameworthie thou doest 
spie. 679 

Cause haue I none (quoth he) of cancred will 
To quite them ill, that me demeand so well : 
But selfe-regard of priuate gixxi or ill, 

Moues me of each, so as I found, to tell, 

And eke to wame yong shepheards wandring 
wit. 

Which through report of that Hues painted 
blisse. 

Abandon quiet home, to seeke for it. 

And leaue their lamb« to losse. misled amisse. 
For sooth to say, it is no sort of life. 

For shepheard fit to lead in that same place. 
Where each one seeks with malice and with 
strife, 690 

To thrust downe other into foule disgrace, 
Himselfe to raise : and he doth soonest rise 
That best can handle his deceitfull wit, 

In subtil shifts, and finest sleights deuisc, 


Either by slaundring his well deemed name, 
Through leasings lewd, and famed forgerie : 

Or else by breeding him some blot of blame. 

By creeping close into his secrecie ; 

To which him needs a guilefull hollow hart, 
Masked with faire dissembling curtesie, 700 
A filed toung fumisht with tearmes of art. 

No art of schoole, but Courtiers schoolery. 

For arts of schoole haue tliere small counten- 
ance, 

Counted but toyes to busie ydle braines, 

And there professours find small maintenance. 
But to be instruments of others gaines. 

Ne is there place for any gentle wit, 

Vnlesse to please, it selfc it can applie : 

But shouldred is, or out of doore quite shit, 

As base, or blunt, vnmeet for melodic. 710 
For each mans worth is measured by his weed, 
As harts by homes, or asses by their eares : 

Yet asses been not all whose eares exceed, 

Nor yet all harts, that homes the highest beares. 
For highest lookes haue not the highest mynd, 
Nor haughtie words most full of highest 
thoughts ; 

But are like bladders blowen vp with wynd, 
ITiat being prickt do vanish into noughts. 
Euen such is all their vaunted vanitie. 

Nought else but smoke, that fumeth soone away; 
Such is their glorie that in simple eie 721 
Seeme greatest, when their garments are most 
gay. 

So they themselues for praise of fooles do sell, 
And all their wealth for painting on a wall ; 
With price whereof, they buy a golden bell. 
And purchace highest rowmes in bowre and 
hall : 

1 Whiles single Tmtli and simple honestie 
Do wander vp and downe despys’d of all ; 
Their plaine attire such glorious gallantry 729 
Disdaines so much, that none them in doth call. 

Ah Cohn (then said Hobbtnol) the blame 
Which thou imputest, is too generall. 

As if not any gentle wit of name. 

Nor honest mynd might there be found at all. 
For well I wot, sith I my selfe was there. 

To wait on Lobbtn {Lobbin well thou knewest) 
Full many worthie ones then waiting were, 

As euer else in Princes Court thou vewest. 

Of which, among you many vet remaine, 739 
Whose names I cannot readily now ghesse : 
Those that poore Sutors papers do retaine. 
And those that skill of medicine professe. 

And those that do to Cynthia expound 
The ledden of straunge languages in charge : 
For Cynthia doth in sciences abound, 

And giues to their professors stipends large. 
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Therefore vniustly thou doest wyte them all, 
For that which thou mishkedst in a few. 

Blame is (quoth he) more blamelesse general!, 
Then that which priuate errours doth pursew : 
For well I wot, that there amongst them bee, 
Full many persons of right wort hie parts, 752 
Both for report of S|)otlesse honestie. 

And for profession of all learned arts, 

Whose praise hereby no whit impaired is, 
Though blame do light on those that fuultic bee, 
For all the rest do most-what fare amis. 

And yet their owne misfaring will not see : 
For either they be puffed vp with pride. 

Or fraught with enuie that their galls do swell, 
Or they their dayes to ydlcncsse diuide, 761 
Or drownded he in pleasures wastefull well. 

In which like Moldwarps noushng still they 
lurke, 

Vnmyndfull of chiefc parts of manlinesse, 

And do themselues for want of other worke, 
Vaine votaries of lacsic loue prof esse. 

Whose seruice high so basely they eiisew, 

That Cupid selfe of them ashamed is. 

And mustring all his men in Venus vew, 
Denies them quite for seruitors of his. 770 
And is louc then (said Corylas) once knownc 
In Court, and his sweet lore professed there ? 

I weened sure he was our God alone : 

And only woond in fields and forests here. 

Not so (quoth he) loue most aboundeth 
there. 

For all the walls and windows there are writ. 
All full of loue, and loue, and loue my deare, 
And all their talke and studie is of it. 

Ne any there doth braue or valiant seeme, 
Vnlcssc that some gay Mistresse badge he 
bcarcs : 780 

Ne any one himselfe doth ought esteeinc, 
Vnlesse he swim in loue vp to the eares. 

But they of loue and of his sacred lere, 

(As it should be) all otherwise deuise, 

Then we jioore shepheards are arcustornd here, 
And him do sue and serue all otherwise. 

For with lewd speeches and licentious deeds, 
His mightie mysteries they do prophane, 

And vse his ydle name to other needs. 

But as a complement for courting vanie. 790 
So him they do not serue as they professc, 

But make him some to them for sordid vses, 
Ah my dread Lord, that doest hege hearts 
Ijosscsse, 

Auenge thy selfe on them for their abuses. 

But we poore she[)hcards, whether rightly so, 
Or through our rudenesse into errour led, 

Do make religion how we rashly go, 

To serue that God, that is so greatly dred ; 


For him the greatest of the Gods we deeme. 
Borne without Syre or couples, of one kynd, 
For Venus selfe doth soly couples seeme, 801 
Both male and female , through commixture ioynd. 
So pure and spotlesse Cup^ forth she brought, 
And in the gardens of Adonis nurst : 

Where growing, he his owne perfection wrought, 
And shortly was of all the Gods the first. 

Then got he bow and shafts of gold and lead, 
In which so fell and puissant he grew. 

That loue himselfe his powre began to dread, 
And taking vp to heauen, him godded new 
From thence he shootes his arrowes euery where 
Into the world, at randon as he will, 812 
On vs fraile men, his wretched vassals here. 
Like as himselfe vs pleaseth, saue or spill. 

So we him worship, so we him adore 
With humble hearts to heauen vplifted hie, 
That to true loues he may vs cuermore 
Preferre, and of their grace vs dignifie : 

Ne is there shepheard , ne y et shepheardsswaine, 
Wliat euer feeds in forest or in field, 820 
That dare with eiiil deed or leasing vaine 
Blasphemehis powre, or termes vnworthic yield. 

Shepheard it seemes that some celestiall rage 
Of loue (quoihCudJy) is breath’d into thy brest, 
That powreth forth these oracles so sage. 

Of that high powre, wherewith thou art possest. 
But neuer wnst I till this present day 
Albe of loue I alwayes humbly deemed, 

That he was such an one, as thou doest say. 
And so religiously to be esteemed. 830 

Well may it seeme by this thy deep insight, 
That of that God the Priest thou shouldcst bei • 
So well thou wot’st the mvsterie of Ins might, 
As if his godhead thou didst present see. 

Of loues perfection perfectly to speake, 

Or of his nature rightly to define, 

Indeed (said Culm) passeth reasons reach. 

And needs Ins jiriest t’exprcsse his powre diuine. 
For long before the world he was y’bore 
And bred aboue in Venus bosome deare : 8/jo 
For by his powre the world was made of yore, 
And all that therein wondrous doth appeare 
For how should else things so far from attone 
And so great enemies as of them bee. 

Be cuer drawne together into one. 

And taught in such accordance to agree ? 
Through him the cold began to couet heat, 
And water fire ; the light to mount on hie, 
And th’hcauie downe to pcize ; the hungry t’eat 
And voydnessc to sceke full satietie. 850 
So being former foes, they wexed friends, 

And gan by litle learne to loue each other : 

So being knit, they brought forth other kynds 
Out of the f ruitfull wombe of their great mother. 
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Tlien first gan heauen out of darknesse dread 
For toappeare, and brought forthchearfullday : 
Next ^ the earth to shew her naked head, 
Out of deep waters which her drownd alway. 
And shortly after, euerie buing wight 859 
Crept forth like wormes out of her slimie nature, 
Soone as on them the Suns life giuing light, 
Had powred kindly heat and formall feature. 
Thenceforth they gan each one his like to loue, 
And like himselfe desire for to beget. 

The Lyon cliose his mate, the Turtle Doue 
Her deare, the Dolphin his owne Dolphinet : 
But man that had the sparke of reasons might. 
More then the rest to rule his passion, 

Chose for his loue the fairest in his sight. 

Like as himselfe was fairest by creation. 870 
For beautie is the bayt which with delight 
Doth man allure, for to enlarge his kynd, 
Beautie the burning lamp of heauens light. 
Darting her beames into each feeble mynd : 
Against whose powre.norGodnor man can fynd, 
Defence, ne ward the daunger of the wound, 
But being hurt, seeke to be medicynd 
Of her that first did stir that mortall stownd. 
Then do they cry and call to loue apace, 

With praiers lowd importuning the skie, 880 
Whence he them heares, and when he list shew 
grace, 

Doesgraunt themgrace that otherwise would die. 
So loue is Lord of all the world by right, 

And rules the creatures by his powrfull saw : 
All being made the vassalls of his might, 
Through secret sence which therto doth them 
draw. 

Thus ought "il louers of their lord to deeme : 
And with chaste heart to honor him alway : 
But who so else doth otherwise esteeme, 

Arc outlawes, and his lore do disobay. 890 
For their desire is base, and doth not merit, 
The name of loue, but of disloyall lust : 

Ne mongst true louers they shall place inherit, 
But as Exuls out of his court be thrust. 

So hauing said, Melissa spake at will, 

Coliriy thou now full deeply hast divynd ; 

Of loue and beautie, and with wondrous skill, 
Hast Cupid selfe depainted in his kynd. 
fo thee are all true louers greatly bound, 899 
That doest their cause so mightily defend : 
But most, all wemen are thy debtors found. 
That doest their bountie still so much commend. 

That ill (said Hobbinol) they him requite. 
For hauing loued euer one most deare : 

He is repayd with scorne and foule despite, 
That yrkes each gentle heart which it doth 
heare. 


! Indeed (said Lucid) 1 haue often heard 
Faire Rosalind of diuers fowly blamed : 

For being to that swaine too cruell hard. 

That her bright glorie else hath much defamed. 
But who can tell what cause had that faire 
Mayd 91 1 

To vse him so that vsed her so well : 

Or who with blame can iustly her vpbrayd, 
For louing not ? for who can loue compell ? 
And sooth to say, it is foolhardie thing. 
Rashly to wyten creatures so diuine. 

For demigods they be and first did spring 
From heauen, though graft in fraihiessc 
feminine. 

And well I wote, that oft I heard it spoken. 
How one that fairest Helene did reuile : 920 

Through iudgement of the Gods to been 
ywroken 

Lost both his eyes and so remaynd long while, 
Till he recanted had his wicked rimes, 

And made amends to her with treble praise : 
Beware therefore, yc groomes, I read betimes, 
How rashly blame of Rosalind ve raise. 

Ah shepheards (then said Cohn) ye ne weet 
How great a guilt vpon your heads ye draw : 
To make so bold a oioome with words vnmeet, 
Of thing cclestiall which ye neuer saw. 930 
For she is not like as the other crew 
Of shepheards daughters which emongst you 
bee, 

But of diuine regard and heauenly hew, 
Excelling all that euer ye did see. 

Not then to her that scorned thing so base, 
But to my selfe the blame that lookt so hie : 

So hie her thoughts as she her selfe haue place, 
And loath each lowly thing with loftie eie. 

Yet so much grace let her vouclisafe to grant 
To simple swaine, sith her I may not loue : 

Yet that I may her honour paravant, 941 
And praise her worth, though far my wit aboue. 
Such grace shall be some guerdon for the griefe, 
And long affliction which 1 haue endured : 
Such g’^ace sometimes shall giue me some 
reliefe. 

And ease of paine which cannot be recured. 
And ye my fellow shepheards which do see 
And heare the languours of my too long dying, 
Vnto the world for euer witnesse bee. 

That hers 1 die, nought to the world denying, 
This simple trophe of her great conquest. 951 
So hauing ended, he from ground did rise, 
And after him vprose eke all the rest ; 

All loth to part, but that the glooming skies 
Warnd them to draw their bleating flocks to 
rest. 
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Astrophel. 


(^Heph^ds that wont oi^ipes of oaten reed, 
Oft limes to plaine your hues conceded smart : 
And with your piteous layes haue leamd to breed 
Compassion in a countrey lasses hart. 

Hearken ye gentle shepheards to my song, 

And place my dolefuU plaint your plaints emong. 
To you alone I sing this moumfull verse, 

The moumfulst verse that euer man heard tell: 
To you whose softened hearts it may empierse. 
With dolours dart for death of Astrophel. lo 
To you I sing and to none other wight, 

For well I wot my rytnes bene rudely dight. 

Yet as they been, if any nycer wit 
Shall hat to heare, or couet them to read : 

Thirike tie, that such are for such ones most fit, 
Made not to please the Ituing but the dead. 

And if in him found pity euer place. 

Let him be moov'd to pity such a case. 

A Gentle Shepheard borne in Arcady, 
i\ Of gentlest race that euer shepheard bore : 
About the grassie bancks of Hcemony, 

Did keepe his sheep, his litle stock and store. 
Full carefully he kept them day and night, 

In fairest fields, and Astrophel he hight. 

Young Astrophel the pride of shepheards praise, 
Young Astrophel the rusticke la^s loue ; 

Far passing dl the pastors of his daies, 

In all that seemly shepheard might behoue. lo 
In one thing onely fayling of the best. 

That he was not so happie as the rest. 

For from the time that first the Nymph his 
mother 

Him forth did bring, and taught her lambs to 
feed, 

A sclender swaine excelling far each other, 

In comely shape, like her that did him breed. 
He grew vp fast in goodnesse and in grace. 
And doubly faire wox both in mynd and face. 
Which daily more and more he did augment. 
With gentle vsage and demeanure myld : 20 

That all mens hearts with secret rauishment 
He stole away, and weetingly beguyld. 

Ne spight it seLfe that all gc^ things doth spill, 
Found ought in him, that she could say was ill. 
His sports were faire, his ioyance innocent. 
Sweet without sowre, and honny without gall : 
And he himselfe seemd made for meriment, 
Merily masking both in bowre and hall. 

There was no pleasure nor delightful! play. 
When Astrophel so euer was away. 30 


For he could pipe and daunce, and caroll sweet, 
Emongst the shepheards in their shearing feast : 
As Somers larke that with her song doth greet 
The dawning day forth comming from the East. 
And laves of loue he also could compc^. 
Thrise happie she, whom he to praise dicf chose. 
Full many Maydens often did him woo. 

Them to vouchsafe emongst his rimes to name. 
Or make for them as he was wont to doo, 

For her that did his heart with loue inflame. 
For which they promised to dight, for him, 
Gay chapelets of flowers and gyrlonds trim. 
And many a N ymph both of the wood and brooke, 
Soone as his oaten pipe began to shrill : 

Both christall wells and shadie groues forsooke, 
To heare the charmes of his enchanting skill. 
And brought him presents, flowers if it were 
prime. 

Or mellow fruit if it were haruest time. 

But he for none of them did care a whit, 

Yet wood Gods for them often sip;hed sore : 50 
Ne for their gifts vnworthie of his wit. 

Yet not vnworthie of the countries store. 

For one alone he cared, for one he sight. 

His lifes desire, and his deare loues delight. 
SieUa the faire, the fairest star in side. 

As faire as Venus or the fairest faire ; 

A fairer star saw neuer lining eie, 
Shothersharppointedbeamesthroughpurestaire 
Her he did loue, her he alone did honor. 

His thoughts, his rimes, his songs were aH vpon 
her. 60 

To her he vowd the seruice of his daies. 

On her he spent the riches of his wit : 

For her he made hymnes of immortall praise. 
Of oncly her he sung, he thought, he writ. 
Her, and but her, ofloue he worthie deemed. 
For all the rest but litle he esteemed. 

Ne her with ydle words alone he wowed. 

And verses vaine (yet verses are not vaine) 
Bu*^ with braue deeds to her sole seruice vowed. 
And bold atchieuements her did entertaine. 70 
For both in deeds and words he nourtred was. 
Both wise and hardie (too hardie alas). 

In wrestling nimble, and in renning swift. 

In shooting steddie, and in swimming strong : 
Well made to strike, to throw, to lea^ to lift, 
: And all the sports that shepheards are emong. 
I In euery one he vanquisht euery one, 

I He vanquisht all, and vanquisht was of none. 
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Besides, in hunting, such felicitie. 

Or rather infelicitie he found : So 

That euery field and forest far away, 

He sought, where saluage beasts do most 
abound. 

No beast so saluage but he could it kill. 

No chace so hard, but he therein had skill. 

Such skill matcht with such courage as he had. 
Did prick him foorth with proud desire of 
praise : 

To seek abroad, of daunger nought y’drad, 

His mistresse name, and his owne fame to raise. 
What needeth (^erill to be sought abroad. 
Since round about vs, it doth make aboad ? 

It fortuned, as he that perilous game 91 
In forreine soyle pursued far away : 

Into a forest wide and waste he came 
Where store he heard to be of saluage pray. 

So wide a forest and so waste as this, 

Nor famous Ardeyn, nor fowle Arlo is. 

There his welwouen toyles and subtil traines 
He laid, the brutish nation to enwrap : 

So well he wrought with practise and with 
paines, 99 

That he of them great troups did soone entrap. 
Full happie man (misweening much) was hee, 
So rich a spoile within his power to see. 

Eftsoones all heedlesse of his dearest hale. 

Full greedily into the heard he thrust : 

To slaughter them, and worke their finall bale. 
Least that his toyle should of their troups be 
brust. 

Wide wounds emongst them many one he made, 
Now with his sharp borcspear, now with his 
blade. 

His care was all how he them all might kill. 
That none might scafx; (so partiall vnto none) 
III mynd so much to mynd anothers ill, 1 1 1 
As to become vnmyndfull of his owne. 

But pardon that vnto the cruell skies. 

That from himselfe to them withdrew his eies. 

So as he rag’d emongst that beastly rout, 

A oruell beast of most accursed brood 
Vpon him turnd (despeyre makes cowards stout) 
And with fell tooth accustomed to blood, 118 
Launched his thigh with so mischieuous might, 
That it both bone and muscles ryued quight. 

So deadly was the dint and deep the wound. 
And sohugestreames of blood thereout did flow. 
That he endured not the direfull stound. 

But on the cold deare earth himselfe did throw. 
The whiles the captiue heard his nets did rend, 
And hauing none to let, to wood did wend. 


Ah where were ye this while his shepheard peares, 
To whom aliue was nought so deare as hee : 
And ye faire Mayds the matches of his yeares, 
Which in his grace did boast you most to bee ? 
Ah where were ye, when he of you had need. 
To stop his wound that wondrously did bleed ? 
Ah wretched boy the shape of dreryhead. 

And sad ensample of mans suddein end : 

Full litle faileth but thou shalt be dead, 
Vnpitied, vnplaynd, of foe or frend. 

Whilest none is nigh, thine eylids vp to close. 
And kisse thy lips like faded leaues of rose. 

A sort of shepheards sewing of the chace, 

As they the forest raunged on a day : 140 

By fate or fortune came vnto the place. 
Where as the lucklesse boy yet bleeding lay 
Yet bleeding lay, and yet would still haue bled, 
Had not good hap those shepheards thether led. 
They stopt his wound (too late to stop it was) 
And in their armes then softly did him reare : 
Tho (as he wild) vnto his loued lasse. 

His dearest loue him dolefully did b^re. 

ITie dolefulst beare that euer man did see, 
Was Astrophel, but dearest vnto mee. 150 
.She when she saw her loue in such a plight, 
With crudled blood and filthie gore deformed: 
That wont to be with flowers and gy rionds dight, 
And her deare fauours dearly well adorned. 
Her face, the fairest face, that eye mote see. 
She likewise did deforme like him to bee. 

Her yellow locks that shone so bright and long, 
As Sunny beames in fairest somers day 
She fiersly tore, and with outragious wrong 
From her red cheeks the roses rent away. 160 
And her faire brest the threasury of ioy. 

She spoyld thereof, and filled with annoy. 

His palled face impictured with death, 

She bathed oft with teares and dried oft : 

And with sweet kisses suckt the wasting breath, 
Out of his lips like lillies pale and soft. 

And oft she cald to him, who answerd nought, 
But onely by his lookes did tell his thought. 
Tlie rest of her impatient regret. 

And piteous mone the which she for him made, 
No toong can tell, nor any forth can set, 171 
But he whose heart like sorrow did inuade. 

At last when paine his vitall powres had spent. 
His wasted life her weary lodge forwent. 
Which when she saw, she staied not a whit. 
But after him did make vntimely haste : 
Forth with her ghost out of her corps did flit. 
And followed her make like Turtle chaste. 

To proue that death their hearts cannot diuide, 
Which liuing were in loue so firmly tide. 180 
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The Gods which all things see, this same beheld, 
And pittying this paire of louers trew, 
Transformed them there lying on the field, 
Into one fiowre that is both red and blew, 
k first growes red, and then to blew doth fade. 
Like Aslrophel, which thereinto was made. 
And in the midst thereof a star appeares. 

As fairly formd as any star in skyes : 
Resembling Stella in her freshest yeares. 

Forth darting beames of beautie from her eyes, 
And all the day it standeth full of deow, 191 
Which is the teares, that from her eyes did flow. 
That hearbe of some, Starlight is cald by name, 
Of others Penthiat though not so well 
But thou where euer thou doest finde the same, 
From this day forth do call it Aslrophel. 

And when so euer thou it vp doest take, 

Do pluck it softly for that snepheards sake. 
Hereof when tydings far abroad did passe. 

The shepheards all which loued him full dearc. 
And sure full deare of all he loued was, 201 
Did thether flock to see what they did heare. 
And when that pitteous spectacle they vewed. 
The same with bitter teares they all brewed. 
And euery one did make exceeding mone. 
With inward anguish and great gnefe opprest : 
And euery one did weep and waile, and mone, 
And meanes deviz’d to shew his sorrow best. 
That from that houre since first on grassie 
greene 

Shepheards kept sheep, was not like mourning 
seen. 210 

But first his sister that Clorinda hight, 

The gentlest shcpheardesse that Hues this day : 
And most resembling both in shape and spright 
Her brother deare, began this dolefull lay. 
Which least I marre the sweetnesse of the 
vearse. 

In sort as she it sung, I will rehearse. 

A y me, to whom shall I my case com- 
plaine. 

That may compassion my impatient griefe ? 

Or where shall I enfold my inward paine. 
That my enriuen heart may find relicfe ? 

Shall I vnto the heauenly powres it show ? 

Or vnto earthly men that dwell below ? 

To heauens ? ah they alas the authors were. 
And workers of my vnremedied wo : 

For they foresee what to vs happens here. 

And they foresaw, yet suffred this be so. 10 
From them comes good, from them comes 
alsoil. 

That which they made, who can them warne 
to spill. 


To men ? ah they alas like wretched bee. 

And subiect to the heauens ordinance : 

Bound to abide what euer they decree, 

Their best redresse, is their best sullerance. 
How then can they, Hke wretched, comfort 
mee, 

The which no iesse, need comforted to bee ? 

Then to my selfe will I my sorrow mourne, 
Sith none ^iue like sorrowfull remaines : 20 

And to my selfe my plaints shall back retourne, 
To pay their vsury with doubled paines. 

The woods, the hills, the riuers shall resound 
i The mournfull accent of my sorrowes ground. 

Woods, hills and riuers, now are desolate, 

Sith he is gone the which them all did grace : 
And all the fields do waile their widow state, 
Sith death their fairest fiowre did late deface. 
The fairest fiowre in field that euer grew, 
Was Aslrophel ; that was, we all may rew. 
What cruell hand of cursed foe vnknowne, 31 
Hath cropt the stalke which bore so faire a 
fiowre ? 

Vntimely cropt, before it well were growne. 
And cleane defaced in vntimely howre. 

Great losse to all that euer him did see. 
Great losse to all, but greatest losse to mee. 
Breake now your gyrlonds, 0 ye shepheards 
lasses, 

Sith the faire fiowre, which them adornd, is gon : 
The fiowre, which them adornd, is gone to 
ashes, 

Neuer againe let lasse put gyrlond on. 40 
In stead of gyrlond, weare sad Cypres nowe. 
And bitter Elder, broken from the bowe. 

Ne euer sing the loue-layes which he made. 
Who euer made such layes of loue as hee ? 

Ne euer read the riddles, which he sayd 
Vnto your selues, to make you mery glee. 
Your mery glee is now laid all abed. 

Your mery maker now alasse is dead. 

Death the deuourer of all worlds delight. 

Hath robbed you and reft fro me my ioy : 50 
Both you and me, and all the world he quight 
Hath robd of ioyance, and left sad annoy. 

Ioy of the world, and shepheards pride was 
hee, 

Shepheards hope neuer like againe to see. 
Oh death that hast vs of such riches reft. 

Tell vs at least, what hast thou with it done ? 
What is become of him whose fiowre here left 
Is but the shadow of his likenesse gone. 

Scarse like the shadow of that which he was. 
Nought like, but that he like a shade 
did pas. 60 
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But that immortall spirit, which was deckt 
With all the dowries of celestiall grace : 

By soueraine choyce from Ih’heuenly quires 
select, 

And lineally deriv’d from Angel*^ race, 

0 what is now of it become, aread. 

Ay me, can so diuine a thing be dead ? 

Ah no ; it is not dead, ne can it die. 

But hues for aie, in blisfull Paradise : 

Where like a new-borne babe it soft doth lie 
In bed of lillies wrapt in tender wise. 70 
And compast all about with roses sweet, 
And daintie violets from head to feet. 

Tliere thousand birds all of celestiall brood, 

To him do sweetly caroll day and night : 

And with straunge notes, of him well vnderstood, 
Lull him a sleep in Angelick delight ; 

Whilest in sweet dreame to him presented bee 
Immortall beauties, which no eye may see. 
But he them sees and takes exceeding pleasure 
Of their diuine asp^ts, appearing plaine, 80 
And kindling loue in him aboue all measure. 
Sweet loue still ioyous, neuer feeling paine 
For what so goodly forme he there doth see. 
He may enioy from iealous rancor free. 


There liueth he in euerlasting blis, 

Sweet spirit neuer fearing more to die : 

Ne dreading harme from any foes of his, 

Ne fearing saluage beasts more crueltie. 
Whilest we here wretches waile his priuatelaek. 
And with vaine vowes do often cdl him back. 
But hue thou there still happie, happie spirit, 
And glue vs leaue thee here thus to lament : 
Not thee that doest thy heauens ioy inherit, 
But our owne selues that here in dole are drent 
Thus do we weep and waile, and wear our eies, 
Mourning in others, our owne miseries. 
Which when she ended had, another swaine 
Of gentle wit and daintie sweet deuice : 

Whom Astrophel full deare did entertaine, 99 
Whilest here he liv’d, and held in passing price, 
Hight Thestylis, began his mournfull tourne, 
And made the Muses in his song to mourne. 
And after him full many other moe, 

As cuerie one in order lov’d him best, 

Gan dight themselues t’expresse their inward 
woe. 

With dolefull layes vnto the time addrest, 
The which I here in order will rehearse, 

As fittest flowres to deck his mournfull hearse. 


The mourning Muse of Thestylis. 

C Ome forth ye Nymphes come forth, forsake your watry bowres, 

Forsake your mossy caues, and help me to lament : 

Help me to tune my dolefull notes to gurgling sound 
Of Liffies tumbling streames : Come let salt teares of ours, 

Mix with his waters fresh. 0 come, let one consent 
loyne vs to mourne with wailfull plaints the deadly wound 
Which fatall clap hath made ; decreed by higher powres. 

The dreery day in which they haue from vs yrent 

The noblest plant that might from East to West be found. 

Mourne, mourn, great Phtltps fall, mourn we his wofull end, xo 

Whom spitefull death hatli pluct vntimely from the tree, 

Willies yet his yeares in flowre, did promise worthie frute. 

Ah dreadfull Mars why didst thou not thy knight defend ? 

What wrathfull mood, what fault of ours hath moued thee 
Of such a shining light to leaue vs destitute ? 

Thou with benigne aspect sometime didst vs behold, 

Thou hast in Britons valcur tane delight of old, 

And with thy presence oft vouchsaft to attribute 
Fame and renowme to vs for glorious martiall deeds. 

But now thy ireful bemes haue chill’d our harts with cold ; 2c 

Thou hast estrang’d thy self, and deignest not our land : 

Farre off to others now, thy fauour honour breeds. 

And high disdaine doth cause thee shun our clime (I feare) 

For hadst thou not bene wroth, or that time neare at hand. 

Thou wouldst haue heard the cry that woful England made, 

Eke Zelands piteous plaints, and Hollands toren heare 
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Would haply haue appeas’d thy diuine angry mynd : 

Thou shouldst haue seen the trees refuse to yeeld their shade, 

And wailing to let fall the honor of their head, 

And birds in mournfull tunes lamenting in their kinde : 

Vp from his tombe the mightie Conneus rose. 

Who cursing oft the fates that this mishap had bred. 

His hoary locks he tare, calhng the heauens vnkinde. 

The Thames was heard to roare, the Reyne and eke the Mose, 

The Schald, the Danow selfe this great mischance did rue. 

With torment and with grief ; their fountains pure and cleere 
Were troubled, and with swelling flouds declar’d their woes. 

The Muses comfortles, the Nymphs with paled hue, 

The Siluan Gods likewise came running farre and neere, 

And all with teares bedeawd, and eyes cast vp on hie, 4C 

0 help, 0 help ye Gods, they ghastly gan to crie. 

0 chaunge the cruell fate of this so rare a wight. 

And graunt that natures course may measure out his age. 

The beasts their foode forsooke, and trembling fearfully, 

Each sought his caue or den, this cry did them so fright. 

Out from amid the waues, by storme then stirr’d to rage 
This crie did cause to rise th’old father Ocean hoare. 

Who graue with eld, and full of maiestie in sight. 

Spake in this wise. Refrain (quoth he) your teares and plaints, 

Cease these your idle words, make vaine requests no more. 5C 

No humble speech nor mone, may moue the fixed stint 

Of destinie or death : Such is his will that paints 

The earth with colours fresh ; the darkest skies with store 

Of starry lights : And though your teares a hart of flint 

Might tender make, yet nought herein they will preuaile. 

Whiles thus he said, the noble knight, who gan to feele 
His vitall force to faint, and death with cruell dint 
Of dircfull dart his mortall bodie to assaile, 

With eyes lift vp to heav’n, and courage franke as steele. 

With cheerfull face, where valour liuely was exprest, 6c 

But humble mynd he said. 0 Lord if ought this fraile 
And earthly carcasse haue thy seruicc sought t’aduaunce. 

If my desire haue bene still to relieue th’cppresi : 

If lustice to maintaine that valour 1 haue sj^ent 

Which thou me gau’st ; or if henceforth 1 might aduaunce 

Thy name, thy truth, then spare me (Lord) if thou think best ; 

Forbeare these vnnpe yeares. But if thy will be bent, 

If that prefixed time be come which thou hast set, 

Through pure and feruent faith, I hope now to be plast, 

In th’euerlasting blis, which with thy precious blood JO 

Thou purchase didst for vs. With that a sigh he fet. 

And straight a cloudie mist his scnccs ouercast. 

His lips waxt pale and wan, like damaske roses bud 
Cast from the stalke, or like in field to purple flowre, 

Which languisheth being shred by culter as it past. 

A trembling chilly cold ran throgh their veines, which were 
With eies brimfull of teares to see his fatall howrc. 

Whose blustring sighes at first their sorrow did declare, 

Next, murmuring ensude ; at last they not forbeare 

Plaine outcries, all against the heau’ns that enuiously W 

Depriv’d vs of a spright so perfect and so rare. 

The Sun his lightsom beames did shrowd, and hide his face 
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For griefe, whereby the earth feard night eternally : 

The mountajnes eachwhere shooke, the riuers turn’d their slrcames, 

And th’aire gan winterlike to rage and fret apace : 

And grisly ghosts by night were scene, and fiene gleames, 

Amid the clouds with claps of thunder, that did seeme 
To rent the skies, and made both man and beast afeard : 

The birds of ill presage this lucklesse chance foretold, 

By dernfull noise, and dogs with howling made man deeme 90 

Some mischief was at hand : for such they do esteeme 
As tokens of mishap, and so haue done of old. 

Ah that thou hadst but heard his louely Stella plaine 
Her greeuous losse, or scene her heauie mourning clieere, 

While she with woe opprest, her sorrowes did vnfold. 

Her haire hung lose neglect, about her shoulders twaine. 

And from those two bright starres, to him sometime so deere, 

Her heart sent drops of pearle, which fell in foyson downe 
Twixt lilly and the rose. She wroong her hands with paine, 

And piteously gan say, My true and faithfull pheere, 100 

Alas and woe is me, why should my fortune frowne 
On me thus frowardly to rob me of my ioy ? 

What cruell enuious hand hath taken thee away, 

And with thee my content, my comfort and my stay ? 

Thou onelie wast the ease of trouble and annoy : 

When they did me assaile, in thee my hopes did rest. 

Alas what now is left but grief, that night and day 
Afhicts this wofull life, and with continuall rage 
Torments ten thousand waies my miserable brest ? 

0 greedie enuious heau’n what needed thee to haue ito 

Enricht with such a lewell this vnhappie age, 

To take it back againe so soone ? Alas when shall 
Mine eies see ought that may content them, since thy graue 
My onely treasure hides the ioyes of my poore hart ? 

As here with thee on earth I liv’d, euen so equall 
Methinkes it were with thee in heau’n I did abide : 

And as our troubles all we here on earth did part, 

So reason would that there of thy most happie state 

1 had my share. Alas if thou my trustie guide 

Were wont to be, how canst thou leaue me thus alone itp 

In darknessc and astray ; weake, wearie, desolate. 

Plung’d in a world of woe, refusing for to take 
Me with thee, to the place of rest where thou art gone. 

This said, she held her peace, for sorrow tide her toong ; 

And insteed of more words, seemd that her eies a lake 
Of teares had bene, they flow’d so plenteously therefro : 

And with her sobs and sighs, th’aire round about her roong. 

If Venus when she waild her deare Adonis slaine, 

Ought moov'd in thy fiers hart compassion of her woe. 

His noble sisters plaints, her sighes and teares emong, l|f 

Would sure haue made thee milde, and inly rue her paine : 

Aurora halfe so faire, her selfe did neuer show, 

When from old Tiihons bed, shee weeping did arise. 

The blinded archer-boy, like larke in showre of raine 
Sat bathing of his wings, and glad the time did spend 
Vnder those cristall drops, which fell from her faire eies, 

And at their brightest beames him proynd in louely wise. 

Yet sorie for her grief, which he could not amend, 
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The gentle boy gan wipe her eies, and clear those lights, 

Those lights through which, his glory and his conquests shine. 140 

The Graces tuckt her hair, which hung like threds of gold, 

Along her yuone brest the treasure of delights. 

All things witn her to weep, it seemed, did endine, 

The trees, the hills, the dales, the caues, the stones so cold. 

The aire did help them mourne, with dark clouds, raine and mist; 

Forbearing many a day to deare it selfe againe, 

Which made them eftsoones feare the daies of Pirrha shold, 

Of creatures spoile the earth, tlieir fatall threds vntwist. 

For Phoebus gladsome raies were wished for in vaine. 

And with her quiuering light Latonas daughter faire, '|0 

And Charles'waine eke refus’d to be the shipmans guide. 

On Neptune warre was made by Aeolus and his traine, 

Who letting loose the winds, tost and tormented th’aire. 

So that on eu’ry coast men shipwrack did abide. 

Or else were swallowed vp in open sea with waues. 

And such as came to shoare, were beaten with despaire. 

The Medwaies siluer streames, that wont so still to slide, 

Were troubled now and wrothe : whose hidden hollow caues 
Along his banks with fog then shrowded from mans eye, 

Ay Phtllip did resownd, aie Phillh they did crie. I0O 

His Nimphs were seen no more (tnogh custom stil it craues) 

With haire spred to the wynd themselues to bath or sport, 

Or with the hooke or net, barefooted wantonly 
The pleasant daintie fish to entangle or deceiue. 

The shepheards left their wonted places of resort. 

Their bagpipes now were still ; their loumg mery layes 
Were quite forgot ; and now their flocks, men might peroeiue 
To wander and to straie, all carelesly neglect. 

And in the stead of mirth and pleasure, nights and dayes, 

Nought els was to be heard, but woes, complaints and mone. tfo 

But thou (0 blessed soule) doest haply not respect. 

These teares we shead, though full of louing pure affect, 

Hauing affixt thine eyes on that most glorious throne. 

Where full of maiestie the high creator reignes. 

In whose bright shining face thy ioyes are all complete. 

Whose loue kindles thy spright, where happie alwaies one, 

Thou liu’st in blis that earthly passion neuer staines ; 

Where from the purest spring the sacred Nectar swecte 
Is thy continuall drinke : where thou doest gather now 
Of well emploied life, th’inestimable gaines. 

There Venus on thee smiles, Apollo giues thee place. 

And Mars in reuerent wise doth to thy vertue bow. 

And decks his fiery sphere, to do thee honour most. 

In highest part whereof, thy valour for to grace, 

A chaire 01 gold he setts to thee, and there doth tell 
Thy noble acts arew, whereby euen they that boast 
Themselues of auncient fame, as Pirrhus, Hanniballf 
Scipio and CeesoTf with the rest that did excell 
In martiall prowesse, high thy glorie do admire. 

AH haile therefore 0 worthie Phillip immortall, IJ# 

The flowre of Sydneyes race, the honour of thy name, 

Whose worthie praise to sing, my Muses not aspire, 

But sorrowful! and sad these teares to thee let fall, 

Yet with their verses might so farre ^d wide thy fame 
Extend, that enuies rage, nor tim» might end the same. 
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tA pastor all Jleglogue vpon the death of 
Sir Phillip Sidney Knight, &‘c. 


Lycon. Cohn. 

C Olin, well fits thy sad cheare this sad 
stownd, 

This wofullstowndjwhereinallthingscomplaine 
This great mishap, this grceuous losse of owres. 
Hear°st thou the Grown? how with hollow 
sownd 

He slides away, and murmuring doth plaine, 
And seemes to say vnto the fading flowres. 
Along his bankes, vnto the bared trees ; 
Phtlltsides is dead. Vp iolly swaine, 

Thou that with skill canst tune a dolefull lay. 
Help him to mourn. My hart with grief doth 
freese, lo 

Hoarse is my voice with crying, else a part 
Sure would 1 beare, though rude: But as 1 may, 
With sobs and siglies I second will thy song, 
And so expresse the sorrowes of my hart. 

Colin. Ah Lycon, Lycon, what need skill, to 
teach 

A grieued mynd powre forth his plaints ? how 
long 

Hath the pore Turtle gon to school (weenest 
thou) 

To learne to mourne her lost make ? No, no, 
each 

Creature by nature can tell how to waile. 

Seest not these flocks, how sad they wander 
now ? 20 

Seemeth their leaders bell their bleating tunes 
In dolefull sound. Like him, not one doth faile 
With hanging head to shew a hcauie cheare. 
What bird (1 pray thee) hast thou seen, that 
prunes 

Himselfe of late ? did any cheerfull note 
Come to thine eares, or gladsome sight appeare 
Vnto thine eies, since that same fatall howre ? 
Hath not the aire put on his mourning coat, 
And testified his grief with flowing teares ? 

Sith then, it seemeth each thing to his powre 
Doth vs inuite to make a sad consort ; 31 

Come let vs ioyne our mournfull song with 
theirs. 

Griefe will endite, and sorrow will enforce 
Thy voice, and Eccho will our words report. 
Lyc. Though my rude rymes, ill with thy 
verses frame, 

That others farre excell, yet will I force 
My selfe to answere thee the best I can, 

And honor my base words with his high name. 


But if my plaints annoy thee where thou sit 
In secret shade or cave ; vouchsafe (0 Pan) 

To pardon me, and here this hard constraint 
With patience while I sing, and pittie it. 42 
And eke ye rurall Muses, that do dwell 
In these wilde woods ; If euer piteous plaint 
We did endite, or taught a wofull minde 
With words of pure affect, his griefe to tell. 
Instruct me now. Now Cohn then goe on, 
And 1 will follow thee, though farre behinde. 

Colin. Phillistdes is dead. 0 harmfull death, 
0 deadly harme. Vnhappie Albion 50 

When shalt thou see emong thy shepheards all, 
Any so sage, so perfect ? Whom vneath 
Enuie could touch for vertuous life and skill ; 
Curteous, valiant, and llberall. 

Behold the sacred Pales, where with haire 
Vntrust she sitts, in shade of yonder hill. 

And her faire face bent sadly downe, doth send 
A flood of teares to bathe the earth ; and there 
Doth call the hcau’ns despightfull, enuious, 
Cruel! his fate, that made so short an end 60 
Of that same life, well worthie to haue bene 
Prolongd with many yeares, happie and 
famous. 

The Nymphs and Oreades her round about 
Do sit lamenting on the grassic grene ; 

And with shrill cries, beating their whitest 
brests. 

Accuse the direfull dart that death sent out 
To giue the fatall stroke. The starres they 
blame, 

That deafe or carelesse sceme at their request. 
The pleasant shade of stately groues they shun ; 
They leaue their cristall springs, where they 
wont frame p 

Sweet bowres of Myrtel twigs and Lawrcl faire. 
To sprt themselues free from the scorching 
Sun. 

And now the hollow caucs where horror darke 
Doth dwell, whence banisht is the gladsome aire 
They seeke; and there in mourning spend 
their time 

With wailfull tunes, whiles wolues do howle 
and barke. 

And seem to beare a bourdon to their plaint. 

Lyc. Phtllisides is dead. 0 dolefull ryme. 
Why should my toong expresse thee ? who is 
left 79 

Now to vphold thy hopes, when they do faint> 
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Lycon vnfortunate ? What spitefull fate, 
What lucklessc destinie hath thee bereft 
Of thy chief comfort ; of thy onely stay ? 
Where is become thy wonted happie state, 
(Alas) wherein through many a hill and dale, 
'fhrough pleasant woods, and many an vn- 
knowne way. 

Along the bankes of many siluer streames, 
Thou with him yodest ; and with him didst 
scale 

The craggie rocks of th’Alpes and Appenine ? 
Still with the MM5fssporting, while those beames 
Of vertue kindled in his noble brest, 91 
Which after did so gloriously forth shine ? 

But (woe is me) they now yquenched are 
All suddeinly, and death hath them opprest. 
Loe father Neptune^ with sad countenance. 
How he sitts mourning on the strond now bare, 
Yonder, where th’Ocean with his rolling waues 
The white feete washeth (wailing this mis- 
chance) 

Of Douer cliffes. His sacred skirt about 99 
The sea-gods all are set; from their moist caues 
All for his comfort gathered there they be. 
The Thamis rich, the Humber rough and stout, 
The fruitfull Seuerne^ with the rest are come 
To helpe their Lord to mourne, and eke to see 
The dolefull sight, and sad pomp funerall 
Of the dead corps passing through his king- 
dome. 

And all their heads with Cypres gyrlonds 
crown’d 

With wofull shrikes salute him great and small. 
Eke wailfull Eccho, forgetting her deare 109 
Narcissus, their last accents, doth resownd. 

Col. Pktlltsides is dead. 0 lucklesse age ; 

0 widow world ; 0 brookes andfountainscleere ; 
0 hills, 0 dales, 0 woods that ult haue rong 
With his sweet caroling, which could asswage 
The fiercest wrath of Tygre or of Bcarc. 

Ye Siluans, Fawnes, and Satyres, that emong 
These thickets oft haue daunst after his pipe, 
Ye Nymphs and Nayades with golden heare. 
That oft haue left your purest cristall springs 
To harken to his layes, that coulden wipe 120 
Away all griefe and sorrow from your harts. 
Alas who now is left that like him sings ? 
When shall you heare againe like harmonic ? 
So sweet a sownd, who to you now imparts ? 
Loe where engraued by his hand yet hues 
The name of Stella, in yonder bay tree, 


Happie name, happie tree ; faire may you grow. 
And spred your sacred branch, which Imnor 
giues, 

To famous Emperours, and Poets crowne. 
Vnhappie flock that wander scatlrcd now, 130 
What maruell if through grief ye t\oxen leane, 
Forsake your food, and hang your heads 
adowne ? 

For such a shcpheard ncuer shall you guide, 
Whose parting, hath of weale bereft you dearie. 

Lyc. PhiUistde^ is dead. 0 happie sprite, 
That now in heau’n with blessed soules doest 
bide; 

Looke down a while from where thou sitst 
aboue, 

And see how busie shepheards be to endite 
Sad songs of grief, their sorrowes to declare, 
And gratefull memory of their kynd loue. 140 
Behold my selfe with Colin, gentle swaine 
(Whose lerned Muse thou cherLsht most why 
leare) 

Where we thy name recording, seeke to ease 
The inward torment and tormenting paine, 
That thy departure to vs both hath bred ; 

Ne can each others sorrow yet appease. 

Behold the fountains now left desolate. 

And withred grasse with cypres boughes be 
spred. 

Behold these floures which on thy graue we 
strew ; 

Which faded, shew the giuers faded state, 150 
(Though eke they shew their feruent zeale and 
pure) 

Whose onely comfort on thy welfare grew. 
Whose praiers importune shall the heau’ns for 

ay> 

That to thy ashes, rest they may assure : 

That learnedst shepheards honor may thy name 
With yeerly praises, and the Nymphs alway 
Thy tomb may deck with fresh and sweetest 
flowres ; 

And that for euer may endure thy fame. 

Colin. The Sun (lo) hastned hath his face to 
steep 

In western waues: and th’aire with stormy 
showres 160 

Warnes vs to driue homewards our silly sheep, 
Lycon, lett’s rise, and take of them good keep. 

VirtuU summ : catera fortuna, 

LB. 
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An Elegie, or friends pas- 

sioiij for his Astrophill. 

Written vpon the death of the fight Honourable sir 
Phillip Sidney Knight^ Lord gouernour 
of Flushing, 


A S then, no winde at all there blew, 

No swelbng cloude, accloid the aire, 

The slue like gksse of watchet hew, 

Reflected Phoebus golden haire. 

The garnisht tree, no pendant stird. 

No voice was heard of anie bird. 

There might you see the burly Beare 
The Lion king, the Elephant, 

The maiden Vnicorne was there, 

So was Adeons horned plant, lo 

And what of wilde or tame are found. 

Were coucht in order on the ground. 

Alcides speckled poplar tree, 

The palme that Monarchs do obtaine. 

With Louc iuice staind the mulberie, 

The fruit that dewes the Poets braine. 

And Phillis philbert there away, 

Comparde with mirtle and the bay. 

The tree that coffins doth adorne, 

With stately height threatning the skie, 20 
And for the bed of Loue forlorne, 

The blacke and dolefull Ebonie, 

All in a circle compast were, 

Like to an Amphitheater. 

Vpon the branches of those trees, 

The airie winged people sat, 

Distinguished in od degrees, 

One sort in this, another that, 

Here PhilomeU, that knowes full well, 

What force and wit in loue doth dwell. 30 

The skiebred Egle roiall bird, 

Percht there vpon an oke aboue, 

The Turtle by him neuer stird. 

Example of immortall loue. 

The swan that sings about to dy, 

Leauing Meander, stood thereby. 

And that which was of woonder most. 

The Phoenix left sweet Arabie : 

And on a Caedar in this coast, 

^ilt vp her tombe of spicerie, 40 

As 1 coniccture by the s^e, 

Preparde to take her dying flame. 


In midst and center of this plot, 

1 saw one groueling on the grasse ; 

A man or stone, 1 knew not what. 

No stone, of man die figure was. 

And yet I could not count him one, 

More than the image made of stone. 

At length I might perceiue him reare 
His bodie on his elbow end : 50 

Earthly and pale with gastly cheare, 

Vpon his knees he vpward tend. 

Seeming like one in vncouth stound. 

To be ascending out the ground. 

A grieuous sigh forthwith he throwes, 

As might haue tome the vitall strings, 

Then down his cheeks the teares so flows. 

As doth the streame of many springs. 

So thunder rends the cloud in twaine, 

And makes a passage for the raine. 60 

Incontinent with trembling sound, 

He wofully gan to complaine. 

Such were the accents as might wound. 

And teare a diamond rocke in twaine. 

After his throbs did somewhat stay, 

Thus heauily he gan to say. 

0 sunne (said he) seeing the sunne. 

On wretched me why dost thou shine. 

My star is falne, my comfort done, 

Out is the apple of my eine, 70 

Shine vpon those possesse delight. 

And let me liue in endlcsse night. 

0 griefe that liest vpon my soule, 

As heauie as a mount of lead. 

The remnant of my life controll. 

Consort me quickly with the dead, 

Halfe of this hart, this sprite and will, 

Di’de in the brest of Aslrophill. 

And you compassionate of my wo, 

Gentle birds, beasts and shadie trees, 80 

1 am assurde ye long to kno. 

What be the sorrowes me agreeu’s. 

Listen ye then to that insu’th, 

And heare a tale of teares and ruthe. 
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You knew, who knew not Astrophill, 

(That I should hue to say 1 knew, 

And haue not in possession still) 

Things knowne permit me to renew, 

Of him you know his merit such, 

I cannot say, you heare too much. 90 
Within these woods of Arcadict 
He chiefe delight and pleasure tooke, 

And on the raountaine Parthenie, 

Vpon the chrystall liquid brooke. 

The Muses met him eu’ry day, 

That taught him sing, to write, and say. 
When he descended downe the mount. 

His personage seemed i.iosi diuine, 

A thousand graces one might count, 

Vpon his louely cheerfull cine. 100 

To heare him speake and sweetly smile, 

You were in Paradise the while. 

A sweet attractiue kinde of grace, 

A full assurance giuen by lookes, 

Continuall comfort in a face, 

The lineaments of Gospell bookes, 

I trowe that countenance cannot fie, 

Whose thoughts arc legible in the eie. 

Was neuer eie, did see that face. 

Was neuer earc, did heare that tong, no 
Was neuer minde, did minde his grace, 

That euer thought the trauell long, 

But eies, and eares, and eu’ry thought. 

Were with his swecte perfections caught. 

0 God, that such a worthy man, 

In whom so rare desarts did raigne. 

Desired thus, must Icaue vs than. 

And we to wish for him in vame, 

0 could the stars that bred that wit. 

In force no longer fixed sit. 120 

Then being fild with learned dew, 

Tlie Muses willed him to loue, 

That instrument can aptly shew, 

How finely our conceits will moue, 

As Bacchus opes dissembled harts. 

So loue sets out our better parts. 

Stella, a N3miph within this wood. 

Most rare and rich of heauenly blis, 

The highest in his fancie stood. 

And she could well demerite this, 130 

Tis likely they acquainted soone, 

He was a Sun, and she a Moone. 

Our Astrophill did Stella loue, 

0 Stella vaunt of Aslrophillt 
Albeit thy graces gods may moue, 

Where wilt thou finde an Astrophill^ 

The rose and lillie haue their prime, 

And so hath beautie but a time. 


Although thy beautie do exceed, 

In common sight of eu’ry eie, 140 

Yet in his Poesies when we re^e. 

It is apparant more thereby, 

He that hath loue and ludgement too. 

Sees more than any other doo. 

Then Astrophill hath honord thee, 

For when thy bodie is extinct. 

Thy graces shall eternall be. 

And hue by vertuc of his inke. 

For by his verses he doth giue, 

To short liude beautie aye to liuc. 150 
Aboue all others this is hee. 

Which erst approoued in his song, 

That loue and honor might agree. 

And that pure loue will do no wrong. 

Sweet saints, it is no sinne nor blwnc, 

To loue a man of vertuous name. 

Did neuer loue so sweetly breath 
In any mortall brest before, 

Did neuer Muse inspire beneath, 

A Poets braine with finer store : 160 

He wrote of loue with high conceit, 

And beautie reard aboue her height. 

Then Pallas afterward attyrde. 

Our Astrophill with her dcuice, 

Wliom in his armor heai cn admyrde. 

As of the nation of the skies, 

He sparkled in his armes afarrs, 

As he were dight with herie starrs. 

The blaze whereof when Mars beheld, 

(An enuious eie doth see afar) 1 70 

Such maiestie (quoth he) is seeld. 

Such maiestie my mart may mar, 

Perhaps this may a suter be. 

To set Mars by his deitie. 

In this surmize he made with speede. 

An iron cane wherein he put, 

Tlie thunder that in cloudes do breede 
The flame and bolt togither shut, 

With priuie force burst out againe. 

And so our Astrophill was slaine. 180 

This word (was slaine) straightway did moue. 
And natures inward hfe strings twitch, 

The skie immediately aboue. 

Was dimd with hideous clouds of pitch, 

The wrastling winds from out the ground, 
Fild all the aire with ratling sound. 

The bending trees exprest a grwie. 

And sigh’d the sorrow of his fall, 

The forrest beasts made ruthfull mone, 
llie birds did tune their mourning call, 190 
And Philomell for Astrophill, 

Vnto her notes annext a philL 



ASTROPHEL. 


Si8 

The Turtle doue with tunes of ruthe, 

Shewd feeling passion of his death, 

Me thought she said 1 tell thee truthe, 

Was neuer he that drew in breath, 

Vnto his loue more trustie found. 

Than he for whom our griefs abound. 

The swan that was in presence hecre, 

Began his funerall dirge to sing, 200 

Good things (quoth he) may scarce appeere. 
But passe away with speedie wing. 

This mortall life as aeath is tride, 

And death glues life, and so he di’de. 

The generall sorrow that was made. 

Among the creatures of kinde. 

Fired the Phoenix where she laide, 

Her ashes flying with the winde. 

So as 1 might with reason see, 

That such a Phoenix nere should bee. 210 
Haply the cinders driuen about, 

May breede an offspring neere that kinde. 

But hardly a peere to that 1 doubt. 

It cannot sinke into my minde. 


That vnder branches ere can bee, 

Of worth and value as the tree. 

The Egle markt with pearcing sight, 

The mournfull habite of the place. 

And parted thence with mounting flight. 

To signifie to loue the case, 220 

What sorrow nature doth sustaine. 

For Astrophill by enuie slaine. 

And while I followed with mine eie. 

The flight the Egle vpward tooke, 

And things did vanish by and by. 

And disappeared from my looke, 

The trees, beasts, birds, and groue was 
gone, 

So was the friend that made this mone. 

This spectacle had firmly wrought, 

A deepe compassion in my spright, 230 
My molting hart issude, me thought, 

In streames forth at mine eies aright, 

And here my pen is forst to shrmke. 

My teares discollors so mine inke. 


An Epitaph vpon the right Honourable 
sir Phillip Sidney knight : Lord 
gouernor of Flushing. 


T O praise thy life, or waile thy worthie 
death, 

And want thy wit, thy wit high, pure, diuine. 
Is far beyond the powre of mortall line, 

Nor any one hath worth that draweth breath. 
Yet rich in zeale, though poore in learnings lore. 
And friendly care ob^urde in secret brest. 
And loue that enuie in thy life supprest. 

Thy deere life done, and death, hath doubled 
more. 

And I, that in thy time and lining state, 9 
Did onely praise thy vertues in my thought. 
As one that seeld the rising sun hath sought. 
With words and teares now waile thy timelesse 
fate. 

Drawne was thy race, aright from princely line. 
Nor lesse than such, (by gifts that nature gaue. 
The common mother that all creatures haue,) 
Doth vertue shew and princely linage shine, 

A king gaue thee thy name a kingly minde. 
That thee gaue, who found it now too deere 

For this base world, and hath resumde it neere, 
To sit in skies> and sort with powres diuine. ao 


Kent thy birth daies, and Oxford held thy 
youth, 

The heauens made hast, and staid nor yeers, 
nor time. 

The fruits of age grew ripe in thy first prime. 

Thy will, thy words : thy words the seales of 
truth. 

Great gifts and wisedom rare imployd thee 
thence, 

To treat from kings, with those more great 
than kings, 

Such hope men had to lay the highest things, 

On thy wise youth, to be transported hence. 

Whence to sharpe wars sweet honor did thee 
call, 29 

Thy countries loue, religion, and thy friends . 

Of worthy men, the marks, the liues and ends. 

And her defence, for whom we labor all. 

There didst thou vanquish shame and tedious 
age, 

I Griefe,sorrow,sicknes,andbasefortuna might: 

I Thy rising day, saw neuer wofuU ni^t, 

i But past with praise, from of this woiray stage. 
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Bwk to the campe, by thee that day was 
brought, 

First thine owne death, and after thy long fame ; 
Teares to the soldiers, the proud Castilians 
shame ; J 

Vertue exprest, and honor truly taught. 40 
What hath he lost, that iuch great grace hath 
woon, 

Yoongyeeres,forendlesyeeres,andhopevnsure 
Of fortunes gifts, for wealth that still shall dure, 
Oh happie race with so great praises run. 

England doth hold thy lims that bred the same, 
Fl^Ttders thy valure where it last was tried, 
The Campe thy sorrow where thy bodie died, 
Thy friends, thy want ; the world, thy vertues 
fame. 


Nations thy wit, our mindes lay vp thy loue. 
Letters thy learning, thy losse, yecres long to 
come, 50 

In worthy harts sorrow hath made thy tombe, 
Thy soule and spright enrich the heauens 
aboue. 

Thy liberall hart imbalmd in gratefull teares, 
Yoong sighs, sweet sighes, sage sighes, bewaile 
thy faff, 

Enuie her sting, and spite hath left her gall, 
Malice her selfe, a mourning garment weares. 
That day their Hanniball died, our Scipio fell, 
Scipio, Cicero, and Petrarch of our time. 
Whose vertues wounded by my worthlesse 
rime, 59 

Let Angels speake, and heauen thy praises tell. 


Another of the same. 

P Hence augmenteth grief, writing encreaseth He onely like himselfe, was second vnto none, 
O rage. Whose deth (though life) we rue, and wrong. 

Staid are my thoughts, which lou’d, and lost, and al in vain do mone, 
the wonder of our age : Their losse, not him wailc they, that fill the 

Yet quickned now with fire, though dead with world with cries, 
frost ere now. Death slue not him, but he made death his 

Enrag’d I write, I know not what : dead, quick, ladder to the skies. 20 

I know not how. 


Hard harted mindes relent, and rigors teares 
abound. 

And enuie strangely rues his end, in whom no 
fault she found. 

Knowledge her light hath lost, valor hath slaine 
her knight, 

SUrtey is dead, dead is my friend, dead is the 
worlds delight. 

Place pensiue wailes his fall, whose presence 
was her pride, 

Time crieth out, my ebbe is come : his life was 
my spring tide, 10 

Fame mournes in that she lost the ground of 
her reports, 

Ech lining wight laments his lacke, and all in 
sundry sorts. 

He was (wo worth that word) to ech well think- 
ing minde, 

A spotlesse friend, a matchles man, whose 
vertue euershinde, 

I^eclaring in his thoughts, his life, and that he 
writ, 

Highest conceits, longest foresights, and deepest 
works of wit. 


Now sinke of sorrow I, who Hue, the more the 
wrong. 

Who wishing death, whom deth denies, whose 
thred is al to long, 

Who tied to wretched life, who lookes for no 
reliefe, 

Must spend my euer dying daies, in neuer end- 
ing griefe. 

Harts ease and onely I, like parallels run on. 

Whose equall length, keep equall bredth, and 
neuer meet in one. 

Yet for not wronging him, my thoughts, my 
sorrowes cell. 

Shall not run out, though leake they will, for 
liking him so well. 

Farewell to you my hopes, my wonted waking 
dreames, 

Farewell sometimes enioyed ioy, eclipsed arc 
thy beames, 30 

.Farewell selfe pleasing thoughts, which quiet- 
nes brings foorth. 

And farewel friendships sacred league, vniting 
minds of woorth. 
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And farewell mery hart, the of guUtlesse Now rime, the soime of rage, which art no ki& 
mindes, to skill, . , , 

And all sports, whidi for Hues restore, varietie And endles griefe, which deads my life, yet 
asstgnes, knowes not how to kill. 

Let all that sweete is voyd ; in me no mirth Go seeke that haples tombe, which if ye hap to 
may dwell, finde, 

PhilUpf the cai^ of ^ this woe, my Hues con* Salute the stones, that keep the Hms, tl^it held 
tchtifaicweU. so good a mindc. 
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Ti? the ^ght Worship^ 

full Sir Robart Need- 


ham 

S ir, to gratulate your safe return from 
Ireland, I had nothing so readie, nor 
thought any thing so meete, as these sweete 
conceited Sonets, the deede of that wel deseru- 
ing gentleman, maister Edmond Spenser : 
whose name sufficiently warranting the worthi- 
nesse of the work : I do more contidently pre- 
sume to publish it in his absence, vnder your 
name to whom (in my poore opinion) the 
patronage therof, doth in some res[)ectes pro- 
perly appertaine. For, besides your ludge- 
ment and delighte in learned poesie: This 


Knight. 

gentle Muse for her former perfection long 
wished for in Englande, nowe at the length 
crossing the Seas in your happy companye, 
(though to your selfe vnknowne) seemeth to 
make choyse of you, as meetest to giue her 
dcserued countenaunce, after her retourne; 
entertaine her, then, (Right worshipfull) in 
sorte best beseeming your gentle minde, and 
her merite, and take in worth my good will 
herein, who seeke no more, but to shew my 
selfe yours in all dutifull affection. 

W.P. 


G: JV. senior, to the Author 

D Arke is the day, when Phosbus face is 
shrowded, 

and weaker sights may wander soone astray : 
but when they see his glorious raies vn- 
clowdcd, 

with steddy steps they keepe the perfect way: 
So while this Muse in forraine fancies doth stay, 
inuention weepes, and pens are cast aside, 
the time like night, depruid of chearefull day, 
and few do write, but (ah) toosoonemayslidc. 
Then, hie thee home, that art our perfect guide, 
and with thy wit ilhbtrate EngLands fame, 
dawnting thereby our neighbors auncient 
pride, 

that do for poesie, challendge cheefest name. 
So we that Hue and ages that succeede. 

With great applause thy learned works shall 
reede. 

Ah Colin, whether on the lowly plainer 
pypin^ to shepherds thy sweete roundelaies : 
or whether singing in sme lofty vainey 
heroick deedes, of past, or present daies. 

Or whether in thy lonely mislris praise, 
thou list to exercise thy learned quill, 
thy muse hath got such grace, and power to please, 
with rare inuention hewtified by skill. 

As who therein can euer ioy their Jill t 
0 therefore let that happy muse proceedc 
to clime the height of vertues sacred hill, 
where endles honor shall be made thy meede. 
Because no malice of succeeding daies, 
can rase those records of thy lasting praise. 

G. W. I. 


SONNET. I. 

H Appy ye leaues when as those lilly hands, 
which hold my life in their dead doing 
might, 

shall handle you and hold in loucs soft bands, 
lyke captiues trembling at the victors sight. 
And happy lines, on which with starry light, 
those lumping eyes will deigne sometimes to 
look 

and reade the sorrowes of my dying spright, 
written with teares in harl^ close bleeding 
book. 

And happy rymes bath’d in the sacred brooke, 
of Helicon whence she deriued is, 
when yc behold that Angels blessed looke, 
my soules long lacked foocic, my heauens blis. 
Leaues, lines, and rymes, seeke her to please 
alone, 

i whom if ye [dease, I care for other none. 
SONNET. II. 

V Nquiet thought, whom at the first 1 bred, 
Of th’inward bale of my louc pined hart : 
andsithens haiie with sighes and sorrowesfed, 
till greater then my wornbe thou woxen art. 
Breake forth at length out of the inner part, 
in which thou lurkest lyke to vipers brood : 
and seeke some succour both to ease my smart 
and also to sustayne thy selfe with food. 

But if in presence of that fayrest proud 
thou chance to come, fall lowly at her feet : 
and with meeke humblesse and afflicted mood, 
pardon for thee, and grace for me intreat. 
Which if she graunt, then Hue, and my loue 
I cherish, 

I if not, die soone, and I with thee will perish. 
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SONNET, in. 

T witnesse the worl/ how worthy to be 
prayzed : 

the light wherof hath kindled heauenly fyre, 
in my fraile spirit by her from basenesse 
raysed. 

That being now with her huge brightnesse dazed, 
base thing I can no more endure to view : 
but looking still on her I stand amazed, 
at wondrous sight of so celestiall hew. 

So when my toung would speak her praises dew, 
it stopped is with thoughts astonishment : 
^d when my pen would write her titles true, 
it rauisht is with fancies wonderment : 

Yet in my hart I then both speake and write 
the wonder that my wit cannot endite. 

SONNET, nil. 

N Ew yeare forth looking out of lanus gate, 
Dothseeme to promise hope of new delight : 
and bidding th’old Adieu, his passed date 
bidsalloldthoughtstodiein dumpish spright. 
And calling forth out of sad Winters night, 
fresh loue, that long hath slept in cheerlesse 
bower: 

wils him awake, and soone about him dight 
his wanton wings and darts of deadly power. 
For lusty spring now in his timely howre, 
is ready to come forth him to receiue : 
and warnes the Earth with diuers colord 
flowre, 

to decke hir selfe, and her faire mantle weaue. 
Then you faire flowre, in whom fresh youth 
doth raine, 

prepare your selfe new loue to entertaine. 

SONNET. V. 

R Vdely thou wrongest my deare harts desire. 
In finding fault with her too portly pride; 
the thing which 1 doo most in her admire, 
is of the world vnworthy most enuide. 

For in those lofty lookes is close implide, 
scorn of base things,and sdeigne of foule dis- 
honor : 

throtning rash eies which gaze on her so wide, 
that loosely they ne dare to looke vpon her. 
Such pride is praise, such portlinesse is honor, 
that boldned innocence beares in hir eies ; 
and her faire countenance like a goodly 
banner, 

spreds in defiaunce of all enemies. 

Was neuer in this world ought worthy tride, 
without some spark of such self-pleasing 
pride. 


SONNET. VI. 

B e nought dismayd that her vnmoued mind 
doth still persist in her rebellious pride : 
such loue not lyke to lusts of baser tynd, 
the harder wonne, the firmer will abide. 

The durefull Oake, whose sap is not yet dride, 
is long ere it conceiue the kindling fyre : 
but when it once doth burne, it doth diuide, 
great heat, and makes his flames to heauen 
aspire. 

So hard it is to kindle new desire, 
in gentle brest that shall endure for euer : 
deepe is the wound, that dints the parts entire 
with chast affects, that naught but death 
can seucr. 

Then thinke not long in taking litle paine, 
to knit the knot, that euer shall remaine. 

SONNET. VII. 

F Ayre eyes, the myrrour of my mazed hart, 
what wondrous vertue is contaynd in you, 
the which both lyfc and death forth from you 
dart 

into the obiect of your mighty view ? 

Pbr when ye mildly looke with loucly hew, 
then is my soule with life and loue inspired 
but when ye lowre, or looke on me askew, 
then doe I die, as one with lightning fyred. 
But since that lyfc is more then death desyred, 
looke euer louely, as becomes you best, 
that your bright beams of my weak eies 
admyred, 

may kindle liuing fire within my brest. 

Such life should be the lionor of your light, 
such death the sad eusample of your might. 

SONNET. VIII. 

M Ore then most faire, full of the liuing fire, 
Kindkd about* vnto the maker neere : 
no eies but loyes, in which al powers conspire, 
that to the world naught else be counted deare. 
Tlirugh your bright beames doth not the 
blinded guest, 

shoot out his darts to base affections wound : 
but Angels come to lead fraile inindes to rest 
in chast desires on heauenly beauty bound. 
You frame my thoughts and fashion me within, 
you stop my toung, and teach my hart to 
speake, 

you calme the storme that passion did begin, 
strong thrugh your cause, but by your vertue 
weak. 

Dark is the world, where your light shined 
neuer ; 

well is he borne, that may behold you euer. 
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SONNET, IX. 

f Ong-wbile I sought to what I flight cotn^ 
L pare 

those powrefuil eies, which lighten my dark 
spright, 

yet find 1 nought on earth to which I dare 
resemble th’yroage of their goodly light. 

Not to the Sun : for they doo shine by night ; 
nor to the Moone: for they are chafed 
neuer ; 

nor to the Starres: for they haue purer sight ; 
nor to the fire : for they consume not euer ; 
Nor to the lightning : for they still perseuer ; 
nor to the Diamond: for they are more 
tender ; 

nor vnto Giristall: for nought may them 
seuer; 

nor vnto glasse: such basenesse mought 
offend her ; 

Then to the Maker selfe they likest be, 
whose light doth lighten all that here we see. 

SONNET. X. 

\ TNrighteous Lord of loue, what law is this, 
V That me thou makest thus tormented be : 
the whiles she lordeth in licentious blisse 
of her freewill, scorning both thee and me. 
Sec how the Tyrannesse doth ioy to see 
the huge massacres which her eyes do make : 
and humbled harts brings captiues vnto thee, 
that thou of them mayst mightie vengeance 
take. 

But her proud hart doe thou a little shake 
and that high look, with which she doth 
comptroll 

all this worlds pride, bow to a baser make, 
and al her faults in thy black booke enroll 
That I may laugh at her in equall sort, 
as she doth laugh at me and makes my pain 
her sport. 

SONNET. XL 

D Ayly when I do seeke and sew for peace, 
Ana hostages doe offer for my truth : 
she cruell warriour doth her selfe addresse 
to battell, and the weary war renew’th. 

Ne wilbe moou’d with reason or with rewth, 
to graunt small respit to my restlesse toile : 
but greedily her fell intent ^ursewth. 

Of my poore life to make vnpittied spoile. 
Yet my poore life, all sorrowes to assoyle, 

1 would her yield, her wrath to pacify : 
but then she seekes with torment and tur- 
moylc, 

to force me liue, and will not let me dy. 

All paine hath end and euery war hath peace, 
. but mine no price nor prayer may surcease. 


SONNET, XIL 


_ tomakeatruce,andterme8toentertaine: 
all fearelesse then of so false enimies, 
which sought me to entrap in treasons traine. 

So as I then disarmed did remaine, 
a wicked ambush which lay hidden long 
in the close couert of her euilefull eyen, 
thence breaking forth did thick about me 
throng. 

Too feeble I t’abide the brunt so strong, 
was forst to yeeld my selfe into their hands : 
who me captiuing streight with rigorous 
wrong, 

haue euer smce me kept in cruell bands. 

So Ladie, now to you 1 aoo complaine, 
against your eies that iustice I may gaine. 


SONNET. Xlll. 

I N that proud port, which her so goodly 
graceth, 

wlSes her fairc face she reares vp to the side ; 
and to the ground her eie lids low embasetb, 
most goodly temperature ye may descry, 
Myld humblesse mixt with awful! maiesty. 

For lookingon theearth whence she wasborne, 
her minde remembreth her mortalitie, 
what so is fayrest shall to earth returne. 

But that same lofty countenance seemes to 
scorne 

base thing, and thinke how she to heaucn 
may clime : 

treadingdowneearthas lothsomeand forlome, 
that hinders heauenly thoughts with drossy 
slime. 

Yet lowly still vouchsafe to looke on me, 
such lowlinesse shall make you lofty be. 

SOmET. XIIII. 

R Etourne agayne my forces late dismayd, 
Vnto the siege by you abandon’d quite, 
great shame it is to leaue like one afrayd, 
so fayre a peece for one repulse so light. 
Gaynst such strong castles needeth greater 
might, 

then those small forts which ye were wont 
belay: 

such haughty mynds enur’d to hardy fight, 
disdayne to yield vnto the first assay. 

Bring therefore all the forces that ye may, 
and lay incessant battery to her heart, 
playnts, prayers, vowes, ruth, sorrow, and 
dismay, 

those engins can the proudest loue conuert 
And if those fayle, fall downe and dy before her, 
10 dying liue, and lining do adore, her. 
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SONNET, m 

Y e tradefuil Merchants, thi^t with wea^ 
toyI«, 

do seeke most pretious things to make your 
gain; 

and both the Indias of their treasu^ spoiie» 
what needeth you to seeke so farre in vaine ? 
For loe my loue doth in her selfe containe 
all this worlds riches that may farre be found, 
if Saphyres, loe her eies be Saphyrea plaine, 
if Rubies, loe hir lips be Rubies sound : 

If Pearles, hir teeth be pearles both pure and 
round ; 

if Yuorie, her forhead yuory weene ; 
if Gold, her locks are finest gold on ground ; j 
if siluer, her faire hands are siluer sheene. ; 
But that which fairest is, but few behold, 
her mind adornd with vertues manifold. 

SONNET. XV L 

O Ne day as I vnwarily did gaza 

on those fayre eyes my loues immortall 
light : 

the whiles my stonisht hart stood in amaze, 
through sweet illusion of her lookes delight. 

I mote perceiue how in her glauncing sight, 
legions of loues with little wings did fly : 
darting their deadly arrows fyry bright, 
at cuery rash beholder passinp[ by. 

One of those archers closely 1 did spy, 
ayming his arrow at my very hart : 
when suddenly with twincle of her eye, 
the Damzell broke his misintended dart. 

Had she not so doon, sure I had bene dayne, 
yet as it was, I hardly scap’t with paine. 

SONNET. XVII. 

T Hc glorious pourtraict of that Angels fa^, 
Made to amaze weake mens confused skil : 
and this worlds worthlesse glory to embase, 
what pen, what pencill can expresse her fill ? 
For though he colours could deuize at will, 
and eke his learned hand at pleasure guide, 
least trembling it his workmanship should 
spill, 

yet many wondrous things there are beside. 
The sweet eye-glaunccs, that like arrowes glide, 
the charming smiles, that rob sence from the 
hart: 

the knicly picasance and the lofty pride, 
cannot exjvessed be by any art. 

A greater crutesmans hand thereto doAneedc, 
that can expre s s e the life of t h i n gs indeed. 


SONNET. XV III. 

T He rolling wheele that runneth oftenroood, 
The hardest steele in tract of time doth 
teare: 

and diizling drops that often doe redound, 
the firmest flint doth in continuance weare. 
Yet cannot I, with many a dropping teare, 
and long intreaty, soften her hard hart : 
thatshewillonce vouchsafe my plaint tobeare, 
or looke with pitty on my payneful smart. 
But when I pleade, she bids me play my part, 
and when 1 weep, she sayes teares are but 
water: 

and when I sigh, she sayes I know the art, 
and when 1 waile she turnes hir selfe to 
laughter. 

So doe I weepe, and wayle, and pleade in vaine, 
whiles she as steele and flint doth still re- 
mayne. 

SONNET. XIX. 

T He merry Cuckow, messenger of Spring, 
His trompet shrill hath thrise already 
sounded : 

that wames al loucrs wayt vpon their lung, 
who now is comming forth with girland 
crouned. 

With noyse whereof the quyrc of Byrds re- 
sounded 

their anthemes sweet devized of loues prayse, 
that all the woods theyr ecchoes back re- 
bounded, 

as if they knew the meaning of their layes. 

Butmongstthera all, whichdidLoues honor rayse 
no word was heard of her that most it ought, 
but she hb precept proudly dbobayes, 
and doth his ydle message set at nought. 
Therefore 0 loue, vnlesse she turne to thee 
ere Cuckow end, let her a rebell be. 

SONNET. XX. 

I N vaine I seeke and sew to her for grace, 
and doc mynehuipbled hart before her pourci 
thewhilesher footshe m my nccke doth place, 
and tread my life downc m the lowly floure. 
And yet the Lyon that is Lord of power, 
and reigneth oucr cuery beast in field, 
in hb most pride dbdeigneth to deuourc 
the silly lambe that to hb might doth yield. 
But she more cruell and more saluage wylde, 
then either Lyon or the Lyonesse : 
snames not tobe withguAtlesseblouddefylde, 
but taketh glory in her cruelnesse. 

Fayrer then ibyrest, let none euer say, 
that ye were blooded in a yeelded pray. 
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SONNET. XXL SONNET. XXlllL 

W As it the worke of nature or of Art, VYTHen I behold that beauties wonderment, 
which tempred so the feature of her face, \Y And rare perfection of each goodly part : 
that pride and meeknesse mixt by equall part, of natures skill the onely complement, 
doebothappearet’adorneherbeauties grace? I honor and admire the makers art. 

For with mild pleasance, which doth pride But when 1 feele the bitter balefull smart, 
displace, which her fayre eyes vnwares doe worke in 

she to her loue doth lookers eyes allure : mee : 

and with Sterne countenance back again doth that death out of theyr shiny beames doe 


chace 

their looser lookes that stir vp lustes impure. 
With such strange termes her eyes she doth 
inure, 

that with one looke she doth my life dismay : 
and with another doth it streight recure, 
her smile me drawes, her frowne me driucs 
away. . 

Thus doth she traine and teach me with her 
lookes, 

such art of eyes I neuer read in bookes. 
SONNET. XXI 1. 

T His holy season fit to fast and pray. 

Men to deuotion ought to be inclynd : 
therefore, 1 lykewise on so holy day, | 

for my sweet Saynt some seruice fit will find. 
Her temple fayre is built within my mind, 
in which her glorious ymage placed is, 
on which my thoughts doo day and night 
attend 

lyke sacred priests that neuer thinke amisse. 
There 1 to her as th’author of my blisse, 
will builde an altar to appease her y re : 
and on the same my hart will sacrifise, 
burning in flames of pure and chast desyre : 
The which vouchsafe 0 goddesse to accept, 
amongst thy deerest relicks to be kept. 

SONNET. XXIII. 

P Enebpf for her Vlisses sake, 

Deuiz’d a Web her wooers to deceaue ; 
in which the worke that she all day did make 
the same at night she did againe vnreaue. 
Such subtile craft my Damzell doth conceaue, 
th’importune suit of my desire to shonne : 
for all that I in many dayes doo weaue, 
in one short houre I find by her vndonne. 

So when I thinke to end that I begonne, 

I must begin and neuer bring to end : 
for with one looke she spils that long I sponne, 
and with one word my whole yeares work 
doth rend. 

Such labour like the Spyders web I fynd, 
whose fruitlesse worke is broken with least 
wynd. 


dart, 

I thinke that I a new Pandora see ; 

Whom all the Gods in councell did agree, 
into this sinfull world from heauen to send : 
that she to wicked men a scourge should bee, 
for all their faults with which they did oflend. 
But since ye are my scourge I will intreat, 
that for my faults ye will me gently beat. 


SONNET. XXV. 

H Ow long shall this lyke dying lyfe endure. 
And know no end of her owne mysery : 
but wast and weare away in termes vnsure, 
twixt feare and hope depending doubtfully. 
Yet better were attonce to let me die, 
and shew the last ensample of your pride : 
then to torment me thus with cruelty, 
to proue your powre, which 1 too wel haue 
tride. 

But yet if in your hardned brest ye hide, 
a close intent at Last to shew me grace : 
then all the woes and wrecks which 1 abide, 
as meanes of blisse I gladly wil embrace. 

I And wish that more and greater they might be, 
that greater meede at last may turne to mee. 


SONNET. XXVI. 

S Weet is the Rose, but growes vpon a brere ; 
Sweet is the luniperc, but sharpe his bough ; 
sweet is the Eglantine, but pricketh nere ; 
sweet is the firbloome, but his braunches 
rough. 

Sweet is the Cypresse, but his rynd is tough, 
sweet is the nut, but bitter is his pill ; 
sweet is the broome-flowre, but yet sowre 
enough ; 

and sweet is Moly, but his root is ill. 

So euery sweet with soure is tempred still, 
that maketh it be coueted the more : 
for easie things that may be got at will, 
most ov.. of men doe set but little store. 
Why then should I accoumpt of little paine, 
that endlesse pleasure shall vnto me gainc. 


AMORETTI. 
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SONNET. XXVIL 

F Aire proud now tell me why should faire be 
proud, 

Sith all worlds glorie is but drosse vndeane : 
and in the shade of death it selfe shall shroud, 
how euer now thereof ye httle weene. 

That goodly Idoll now so gay beseene, 
shall doffe her fleshes borowd fayre attyre : 
and be forgot as it had neuer bwne, 
that many now much worship and admire. 
Ne any then shall after it inquire, 
ne any mention shall thereof remaine : 
but what this verse, that neuer shall expyre, 
shall to you purchas with her tliankles panic. 
Faire be no lenger proud of that shall perish, 
but that which shal you make immortall, 
cherish. 

SONNET. XXVlll. 

T He laurell leafe, which you this day doe 
weare, 

giues me great hope of your relenting mynd : 
for since it is the badg which I doe beare, 
ye bearing it doe secine to me inclind ; 

The powre thereof, winch ofte in me I find, 
let it lykewise your gentle brest inspire 
with sweet infusion, and put you in mind 
of that proud mayd, whom now those leaues 
attyre : 

proud Daphne scorning Phaebus louely fyre, 
on the Thessalian shore from him did flic : 
for which the gods in theyr reuengefull yrc 
did her transforme into a laurell tree. 

Tlien fly no more fayre loue from Phebus chacc, 
but in your brest his leafe and loue embrace. 

SONNET. XXIX. 

S Ee how the stubbornc darnzcll doth depraue 
my simple meaning with disday nfull scorne : 
and by the bay which 1 vnto her gaue, 
accoumpts my selfe her captiuequite forlorne. 
The bay (quoth she) is of the victours borne, 
yielded them by the vanquishtaslheyr meeds, 
and they therewith doe poetes heads adorne, 
to sing the glory of their famous deedes. 

But sith she will the conquest challeng needs, 
let her accept me as her faithfull thrall, 
that her great triumph which my skill ex- 
ceeds, 

1 may in trump of fame blaze ouer all. 
llien would I decke her head with glorious 
bayes, 

and hll the world with her victorious prayse. 


SONNET. XXX. 

M y loue is lyke to ysc, and I to fyre ; 
how comes it then that this her cold so 
great 

is not dissolu’d through my so hot desyre, 
but harder growes the more 1 her intreat ? 
Or how comes it that my exceeding heat 
is not delayd by her hart frosen cold ; 
but that I burne much more in boy ling sweat, 
and feele my flames augmented manifold ? 
What more miraculous thing may be told 
that fire which all thing melts, should harden 
yse: 

and yse which is congcald withsencelesse cold, 
should kindle fyre by wonderfull deuysc ? 
Such is the jwwre of loue in gentle mind, 
that it can alter all the course of kynd. 


SONNET. XXXI. 

H why hath nature to so hard a hart 
gmen so goodly giftes of beauties grace ? 
whose pryde depraucs each other better part, 
^ and all those pretious ornaments deface. 

Sith to all other beastes of bloody race, 
a dreadfull countenaunce she giuen hath, 
that with theyr terrour al the rest may chace, 
and warne to shun the daunger of theyr 
wrath. 

But my proud one doth worke the greater scath, 
through sweet allurement of her louely hew ; 
that she the better may in bloody bath 
of such poore thralls her cruell hands embrew. 
But did siie know how ill these two accord, 
such cruelty she would haue soone abhord. 


SONNET. XXXII. 

T He paynefull smith with force of feruent 
heat, 

the hardest yron soone doth mollify ; 
that with his heauy sledge he can it beat, 
and fashion to what he it list apply. 

Yet cannot all these flames in which I fry, 
her hart more harde then yron soft awhit : 
ne all the playnts and prayers with which 1 
doe beat on th’anduyle of her stubberne wit; 
But still the more she feruent sees my ht, 
the more she frieseth in her wilfull pryde : 
and harder growes the harder she is smit, 
with all the playnts which to her be applyde. 
What then remaines but 1 to ashes burne, 
and she to stones at length all frosen turne ? 
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SONNET. XXXIII. 

G Reat wrong I doe, 1 can it not deny, 
to that most sacred Empresse my dear 
dred, 

not finishing her Queene of faery, 
that mote enlarge her lining prayses dead : 
But lodwick, this of grace to me aread : 
doe ye not thinck th’accomplishment of it, 
suffiaent worke for one mans simple head, 
all were it as the rest but rudely writ. 

How then should I without another wit, 
thinck euer to endure so taedious toyle, 
sins that this one is tost with troublous fit, 
of a proud loue, that doth my spirite spoyle. 
Ceasse then, till she vouchsafe tograwnt me rest, 
or lend you me another liuing brest. 


SONNET. XXXI III. 

L Yke as a ship that through the Ocean wyde, 
by conduct of some star doth make her way, 
whenas a storme hath dimd her trusty guyde, 
out of her course doth wander far astray. 
So I whose star, that wont with her bright ray, 
me to direct, with doudes is ouercast, 
doe wander now in darknesse and dismay, 
through hidden perils round about me plast. 
Yet hope I well, that when this storme is past 
my Helice the lodestar of my lyfe 
will shine again, and looke on me at last, 
with louely light to cleare my cloudy grief. 
Till then I wander careful! comfortlesse, 
in secret sorow and sad pensiuenesse. 


SONNET. XXXV. 

Ml still t^behold the oblectof their paine, 
with no contentment can themselues suffize : 
but hauing pine and hauinc not complaine. 
For lacking it they cannot lyfe sustayne, 
and hauing it they gaze on it the more : 
in their amazement lyke Narcissus vaine 
whose eyes him staruM : so plenty makes me 
poore. 

Yet are mine eyes so filled with the store 
thkt faire sight, that nothing else they 
Iffooke, 

but lothe the things which they did like 
before, 

and can no more endure on them to looke. 
Ail this worlds gbry seemeth vayne to me, 
andall their showes butshadowes,sauing she. 


SONNET. XXXVI. 

T eh me when shaU these wearie woes haue 
end, 

Or shall their ruthlesse torment neuer cease : 
but al my dayes in pining languor spend, 
without hope of aswagement or release. 

Is there no meanes for me to purchace peace, 
or make agreement with her thriUing eyes : 
but that their cruelty doth still increace, 
and dayly more augment my miseryes. 

But when ye haue shewed aU extremityes, 
then thinke how litle glory ye haue gayned : 
by slaying him, whose lyfe though ye despyse, 
mote haue your life in honour long main* 
tayned. 

But by his death which some perhaps wiU mone, 
ye shaU condemned be of many a one. 

SONNET. XXXVII. 

Y^7Hat guyle is this, that those her golden 
W tresses, 

She doth attyre vnder a net of gold : 
and with sly skill so cunningly them dresses, 
that which is gold or heare, may scarse be 
told ? 

Is it that mens frayle eyes, which gaze too bold, 
she may entangle in that golden snare ; 
and being caught may craitily enfold, 
theyr weaker harts, which are not wel aware? 
Take heed therefore, myne eyes, how ye doe 
stare 

henceforth too rashly on that guilefuU net, 
in which if euer ye entrapped are, 
out of her bands ye by no meanes shaU get. 
Fondnesse it were for any being free, 
to couet fetters, though they golden bee. 

SONNET. XXXVIII. 

A i?wn, when through tempests cruel wracke. 
He forth was thrown into the greedy seas : 
through the sweet musick which his harp did 
make 

aUu’rd a Dolphin him from death to ease. 
But my rude musick, which was wont to please 
some dainty cares, cannot with any skill, 
the dreadfuU temp^t of her wrath appear, 
nor moue the Dolphin from her stubborne will. 
But in her pride she dooth perseuer stiU, 
aU carelesse how my life for her decayse : 
yet with one word she can it sauc or spiU, 
to spiU were pitty, but to saue were prayse. 
Chose rather to be praysd for dooing good, 
then to be blam’d for spillingguiltlesse blood. 
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SONNET. XXXIX. 

S Weet smile, the daughter of the Queene of 
loue, 

Express^ all thy mothers powrefuU art : 
with which she wonts to temper angry loue, 
when all the gods he threats with thundring 
dart. 

Sweet is thy vertue as thy selfe sweet art, 
for when on me thoushinedst late in sadnesse, 
a melting pleasance ran through euery part, 
and me reuiued with hart robbing gladnesse. 
Whylest rapt with ioy resembling heauenly 
madnes, 

my soule was rauisht quite as in a traunce : 
and feeling thence no more her sorowes sad- 
nesse, 

fed on the fulnesse of that chearefull glaunce, 
More sweet than Nectar or Ambrosiall meat, 
seemd euery bit, which thenceforth I did eat. 

SONNET. XL 

M Ark when she smiles with amiable cheare, 
And tell me whereto can ye lyken it : 
when on each eyehd sweetly doe appeare 
an hundred Graces as in shade to sit. 

Lykest it seemeth in my simple wit 
vnto the fayre sunshine in somers day : 
that when a dreadfull storme away is flit, 
thrugh the broad world doth spred his goodly 
ray: 

At sight whereof each bird that sits on spray, 
and euery beast that to his den was fled 
comes forth afresh out of their late dismay, 
and to the light lift vp theyr drouping hed. 
So my storme beaten hart likewise is cheared, 
with that sunshine when cloudy looks arc 
cleared. 

SONNET. XU. 

I S it her nature or is it her will, 
to be so cruell to an humbled foe ? 
if nature, then she mav it mend with skill, 
if will, then she at will mav will forgoe. 

But if her nature and her wil be so, 
that she will plague the man that bues her 
most: 

and take delight t’encrease a vetches woe, 
then all her natures goodly guifts are lost. 
And that same glorious beauties ydle boast, 
is but a bayt such wretches to beguile ; 
as being long in her loucs tempest tost, 
she meanes at lasttomakeher piteous spoyle. 
0 fayrest hiyre let neuer it be named, 
that so fayre beauty was so fowly shamed. 


SONNET. XLII. 

T He loue which me so cruelly tormenteth, 
So pleasing is in my extreamest paine : 
that all the more my sorrow it augmenteth, 
the more I loue and doe embrace my bane. 
Ne doe I wish (for wishing were but vainc) 
to be acquit fro my continuall smart : 
but ioy her thrall tor euer to remayne, 
and yield for pledge my poore captyued hart ; 
The which that it from her may neuer start, 
let her, yf please her, bynd with adamant 
chayne : 

and from all wandring loues whicn mote 
peruart, 

his safe assurance strongly it restrayne. 
Onely let her abstaine from cruelty, 
and doe me not before my time to dy. 

SONNET. XLII I. 

S Hall I then silent be or shall I speake ? 
And if I speake, her wrath renew I shall : 
and if I silent be, my hart will breake, 
or choked be with ouerflowing gall. 

What tyranny is this both my Imrt to thrall, 
and eke my toungwith proud restraint to tie.? 
that nether I may speake nor thinke at all, 
but like a stupid stock in silence die. 

Yet I my hart with silence secretly 
will teach to speak, and my iust cause to 
plead : 

and eke mine eies with meeke humility, 
loue learned letters to her eyes to read. 
Which her deep wit, that true harts thought 
can spel, 

will soone conceiue, and learne to construe 
well. 

SONNET. XLIIII. 

Hen those renoumed noble Peres of 
Greece, 

thrugh stubborn pride amongst themselues 
did iar 

forgetful! of the famous golden fleece, 
then Orpheus withhis harp theyr strife did bar. 
But this continuall cruell ciuill warre, 
the which my selfe against my selfe doe make: 
whilest my weak powres of passions warreid 
arre, 

no skill can stint nor reason can aslake. 

But when in hand my tunelesse harp I take, 
then doe 1 more augment my foes despight : 
and griefe renew, and passions doe awake 
to battaile, fresh against my selfe to fight 
Mongst whome the more 1 seeke to settle peace, 
the more I fynd their malice to increace. 




AMORETTI. 


SOmET.XLV. 

L Eaue lady in your ela&se of christall dene, 
Your goodly selfe for cuermore to vew: 
and in my selfe, my inward selfe I meane, 
most liudy lyke behold your semblant trew. 
Within my hart, though hardly it can shew 
thing so diuine to vew of earthly eye, 
the toyre Idea of your celestiall hew, 
and euery part remaines immortally : 

And were it not that through your cruelty, ^ 
with sorrow dimmed and deformd it were : 
the goodly ymage of your visnomy, 
dearer then chnstall would therein appere. 

But if your selfe in me ye playne will see, 
remoue the cause by which your fayre ^ 
beames darkned be. 

SONNET. XLVI. 

W/Hen my abodes prefixed time is spent, 
VV My cruell fayre streight bids me wend 
my way : 

but then from heauen most hideous stormes . 

are sent 

as willing me against her will to stay. 

Whom then shall I or heauen or her obay ? 
theheauensknowbest w^tis the best forme: ^ 
but as she will, whose will my life doth sway, 
my lower heauen, so it perforce must bee. 

But ye high hcuens, that aU this wrowe see, 

sith dl your tempests cannot hold me backe : 

aswageyourstormes,or else both you ana she, 

win both together me too sorely wrack. 

Enough it is for one man to sustame 

the stormes, which she alone on me doth 
raine. 

SONNET. XLVII. 

T Rust not the treason of those smyling 
lookes, 

vntiU^e haue theyr guylefull traynes weU 
for they are lyke but vnto goMen hookes, 

thatfromthefoolishfishtheyrbaytsdoeh^e; 

So she with flattring smvles weake harts doth 
vnto her kwie, and tempte to theyr decay, 

whomelxingcaughtshekillswithcrueUpryde, 

‘ and feeds at pleasure on the wretched pray : ! 
Yet eucn whylst her bloody hands them slay, 
her eyes looke louely and vpon them smyle ; 
that they take pleasure in her cruell play, 
and dying doe them selues of payne begipde. 
0 mighty diarm which makes men loue theyr 

bane, ». . t 

and thinck they dy with pleasure, hue with 

payne. 


SONNET. XLVIIL 

T Nnocent paper, whom too crucU hand 

1 Did make the matter to auenge her yre : 
and ere she could thy cause wel vnderstand, 
did sacrifize vnto the greedy fyre. 

Well worthy thou to haue found betted hyre, 
then so bad end for hereticks ordayned : 
yet heresy nor treason didst conspire, 
but plead thy maisters cause vniustlypayned. 

Whom she all carelesse of his grief e constrayned 
to vtter forth the anguish of hb hart ; 
and would not heare, when he to her com- 
plEvncd^ ^ ^ 

the piteous passion of his dying smart. 

Yet liue for ever, though against her will, ^ 
and speake her good, though she requite 
it ill. 


SONNET. XLIX. 

F Ayre cruell, why are ye so fierce and cruell ? 
Is it because your eyes haue powre to kill ? 
then know, that mercy is the nighties iewM, 
and greater gbry thinke to saue, then spilL 
But if it be your pleasure and proud will, 
to shew the powre of your imperious eyes : 
then not on him that neuer thought you lU, 
but bend your force against your cnemyes. 
Let them feele th’utmost of your crueltyes, 
and kill with looks, as Cockatrices doo : 
but him that at your footstoole bumbled 
lies, 

I with mercifull regard, giue mercy too. 

Such mercy shal you make admyred to be> 

SO shall you liue by giuing life to me. 

SONNET. L. 

T Ong languishing in double malady, 

Lof my harts wound and of my bodies griefe, 
there came to me a leadi that would apjwy 
fit medicines for my bodies best refiefe. 
Vayne man (quod I) that hast but little pnete 
in deep di^ouery of the mynds disease, 
is not the hart of all the body chiefe ? 
and rules the members as it selfe doth please. 
Then with some cordialls seeke first to appease 
the inward languour of my wounded hart, 
and then my body shall liue shortly ^ J 
f but such sweet cordialls posse Physiuons 

and wt^rae salue both hart and body heale 


AMORETTI. 


S0mftr.u. 

p\Oe IMi^ lihat nynst ymages 
^Of hardest Marbll are of purpose made ? 
for that they 8houl<^ endure through many 

ne let theyr famous liniments to £ide. 
Why then doe 1, vntra^de in louers trade, 
her hardnes blame w^'ch I should more com- 
mend? 

sith neuer ought was excdlent assayde, 
which was not hard t’atchiue and bring to 
end. 

Ne ought so hard, but he that would attend, 
mote soften it and to his will allure : 
so doe I hope her stubborne hart to bend, 
and that it then more stedfast will endure. 
Onely my paines wil be the more to get her, 
but hauing her, my ioy wil be the greater. 


SONNET. LII. 

S O oft as hpmeward I from her depart, 

I gM lyke one that hauing lost the field, 
is prisoner away with heauy hart, 
despoyld of warlike armes and knowen shield. 
So doe I now my selfe a prisoner yeeld, 
to sorrow and to solitary paine : 
from presence of my dearest deare exylde, 
longwhile alone in knguor to remaine. 
There let no thought of loy or pleasure vaine, 
dare to approch, that may my solace breed : 
but sudden dumps and drery sad disdayne, 
of all worlds gladnesse more my torment feed. 
So I her absens will my penaunce make, 
that of her presens 1 my meed may t^e. 


SONNET. Lllll. 

O F this worlds Theatre in which we stay. 
My loue lyke the Spectator ydly sits 
beholdi]^ me that all the pageants play, 
disguysing diuersly my troulM wits. 
Sometimes 1 ioy when glad occasion fits, 
and mask in myrth lyke to a Comedy : 
soone after when my ioy to sorrow Hits, 

1 waile and make my woes a Tragedy. 

Yet she beholdmg me with constant eye, 
delights not in my merth nor rues my smart ; 
but when I laugh she mocks, and when 
I cry 

she latches, and hardens euermore her hart. 
What then can moue her ? if nor merth nor 
mone, 

she is no woman, but a sencelesse stone. 


SONNET. LV. 

S O oft as I her beauty doe behold. 

And therewith doe her cruelty compare, 

1 maruaile of what substance was the mould 
the which her made attonce so cruell faire. 
Not earth ; for her high thoghts more heauenly 
are, 

not water; for her loue doth burne like fyre: 
not ayre ; for she is not so light or rare, 
not fyre ; for she doth f riese with faint desire. 
Then n^s another Element inquire 
whereof she mote be made ; that is the sl^e. 
for to the heauen her haughty lookes aspire : 
and eke her mind is pure unmortall hye. 
Then sith to heauen ye lykened are the best, 
be lyke in mercy as in all the rest : 


SONNET. Lin. 


SONNET. LVL 


I^th please all beasts, but that his looks 
them fray, 

within a bush his dreadfuU head doth hide, 
to let them gaze whylest he on them may 


pray. 

Right so my cruell &yre with me doth play, 
for with the goodly semblant of her hew 
she doth allure me to mine owne decay, 
and then no mercy wHl vnto me iftiew. 

Great shame it is, tl^g so dhiine in view, 
made for to be the worlds most Omam^, 
to make the hayte heijazers to emtm^, 
goodshamor to be to instrument. 

fiutmeroy doth with becutit best’agree, 
as in theyr maker ye them best may see. 


r?Ayrc ye be sure, but cruell and vnkind, 
r As is a Tygre that with greedinessc 
hunts after oloud, when he by chance doth 
find 

a feeble beast, doth fcHy him opprcssc. 
Fayrc be ye sure, but proud and pittilesse, 
as is a storme, that ail things doth prostrate: 
finding a tree alone all cordortlesse, 
beats on it strongly it to ruinate. 

Fayre be ye sure, but hard and obstinate, 
as is a rodee amidst the raging floods : 
gaynst which a ship of succour desolate, 
00 ^ suffer wreck both of her selfe and goods. 
That ship, that tree, and that lame beast 
ami, 

whom ye doe wreck, dod ruine, and destroy. 
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SONNET. LVII. 

S Weet warriour when shall I haue peace 
with you ? 

Hi^h time it is, this warre now ended were ; 
which I no lenger can endure to sue, 
ne your incessant battry more to beare : 

So weake my powres, so sore my wounds 
appeare. 

that wonder is how I should liue a iot, 
seeing my hart through launched euery where 
with thousand arrowes, which your eies have 
shot; 

Yet shoot ye sharpely still, and spare me not, 
but glory thinke to make these cruel stoures. 
ye cruel! one, what glory can be got, 
in slaying him that would liue gladly yours ? 
Makepeace therefore, andgrauntmetimelygrace. 
that al my wounds wil heale in little space. 

SONNET. LVlll. 

By her that is most assured to her selfe. 

W Eake is th’assurance that weake flesh 
reposeth 

In her owne powre,and scorneth others ayde: 
that soonest fals when as she most si^pc^th 
her selfe assurd, and is of nought anrayd. 
All flesh is frayle, and all her strength vnstayd, 
like a vaine bubble blowen vp with ayre : 
deuouring tyme and changeful chance haue 
prayd 

her glories pride that none may it repayre. 
Ne none so rich or wise, so strong or fayre, 
but fayleth trusting on his owne assurance : 
and he that standeth on the hyghest stayre 
fals lowest : for on earth nought hath endur- 
aunce. 

Why then doe ye proud fayre,misdeemesofarre, 
that to your selfe ye most assured arre. 

SONNET. LIX. 

T Hrise happie she, that is so well assured 
Vnto her selfe and setled so in hart : 
that nether will for better be allured, 
ne feard with worse to any chaunce to start : 
But like a steddy ship doth strongly part 
the raging waues and keepes her course 
aright: 

ne ought for tempest doth from it depart, 
ne ousbt for ^yrer weathers false defight. 
Such seSe ^urance need not feare the spight 
of grudmng foes, ne htuour seek of frien£ : 
but in the stay of her owne stedhist might, 
nether to one her selfe nor other bends. 
Most happy she that most assured doth rest, 
but he most happy who such one loues best. 


SONNET. LX. 

r iy that in course of heauenly spheares 
are skild, 

To cuery planet point his sundry yeare : 
in which her circles voyage is fulfild, 
as Mars in three score yeares doth run his 
spheare. 

So since the winged God his planet cleare, 
began in me to moue, one yeare is spent : 
the which doth longer vnto me appeare, 
then al those fourty which my lite outwent. 
Then by that count, which louers books inuent, 
the spheare of Cupid fourty yeares containes: 
which I haue wasted in long languishment, 
that seemd the longer for my greater paines. 
But let my loues fayre Planet short her wayes 
this yeare ensuing, or else short my dayes. 

SONNET. LXI. 

T He glorious image of the makers beautie, 
My souerayne saynt, the Idoll of my 
thought, 

dare not henceforth aboue the bounds of 
dewtie, 

t’accuse of pride, or rashly blame for ought. 
For being as she is diuinely wrought, 
and of the brood of Angels heuenly borne : 
andwiththecrewofblessedSayntsvpbrought, 
each of which did her with theyr guifts 
adorne ; 

The bud of ioy, the blossorae of the mome, 
the beame of light, whom mortal eyes 
admyre ; 

what reason is it then but she should scorne 
base things, that to her loue too bold aspire ? 
Such heauenly formes ought rather worshipt be, 
then dare be lou’d by men of meane d^ree. 

SONNET. LXII. 

T He weary yeare hb race now hauing run, 
The new b^ns hb con^t course anew : 
with shew of morning mylde he hath begun, 
betokening peace and plenty to ensew. 

So let vs, wWch thb chaunge of weather vew, 
chaunge eeke our mynds and former Hues 
amend, 

the old yeares sinnes forepast let vs eschew, 
and fly the faults with which we did offend. 
Then shall the new yeares ioy forth freshly send, 
into the glooming world hb gladsome ray : 
and all these stormes which now hb beauty 
blend, 

shall tume tocaulroesand tymely cleare away. 
So likewise loue cheare you your heauy spr^ht, 
and diaunge old yeares annoy to new delight 
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SONNET, LXVL 
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A Fter long storme» alKi tempests sad assayi 
Which lirdly I endured heretofore : 
in dread of death and daungerous dismay, 
with which silly faarke was tossed sore : 

1 doe at length descry the happy shore, 
in which I hope ere long for to arryue ; 
iayre soyle it seemes from far and fraught 
with store 

of all that deare and daynty is alyue. 

Most happy he that can at last atchyue 
the ioyous safety of so sweet a rest : 
whose least delight sufficeth to depriue 
remembraace of all p^es whichhimopprest. 

All paines are nothing in respect of this, 
all sorrowes short that gaine etemall blisse. 

SONNET. LXlllI. 


all those happy blessinp which ye baue, 
1 with plenteous hand by heauen vpon you 
thrown, 

this one disparagement they to you gaue, 
that ye your loue lent to so meane a one. 
Yee whose high worths surpassing paragon, 
could not on earth haue found one fit for 
mate, 

ne but in heauen matchable to none, 
why did ye stoup vnto so lowly state ? 

But ye thereby much greater glory gate, 
then had ye sorted with a princes pere i 
for now your light doth more it selte dilate, 
and in my darlmesse greater doth appeare. 
Yet since your light hath once cnlumind me, 
with my refiex yours shall encreased be. 


to kisse her lyps, (such grace I 

smelt a gardin of sweet flowrcs : 
that dainty odours from them threw around 
for damzels fit to decke their louers bowres. 
Her lips did smell lyke vnto Gillyflowen, 
her ruddy cheekes lyke vnto Roses red : 
her snowy browes lyke budded Bellamoures, 
her louely eyes lyke Pincks but newly spred. 
Her goodly bc^me lyke a Strawberry bea, 
her neck lyke to a bounch of Cullambynes : 
her brest lyke lillyes, ere theyr leaues be shed, 
her nipples lyke yong blossomd lessemynes. | 
Such fra^t fiowres doe giue most odorous 
smeU, 

but her sweet odour did them all excell. 

SONNET. LXV. 

T He doubt which ye misdeeme,fayre loue, 
is vaine, 

That fondly feare to loose your liberty, 
when loosing one, two liberties ye gayne, 
andmakehimbondthatbondageearstdydfly. 
Sweetbe thebands,the which true louedothtye, 
without constraynt or dread of any ill : 
the gentle birde feeles no captiuity 
within her cage, but singes and feras her fill. 
There pride dare not approch, nor discord spill 
the league twixt them, that loyal loue hath 
bound: 

but ^ple truth and mutuall good will, 
seekes with sweet peace to salue each o^ers 
wound: 

^cre fayth doth fearlesse dwell in bzasen 
towrc, 

and spotlesie pleasure builds her sacred 
bowre. 



SONNET. LXVII. 

L Yke as a huntsman after weary chace. 
Seeing the game from him escapt away, 
sits downe to rest him in some shady place, 
with panting hounds beguiled of their pray : 
So after long pursuit and vaine assay, 
when 1 all weary had the chace forsooke, 
the gentle deare returnd the iclfc-same way, 
thinlung to quench her thirst at the next 
brooke. 

There she beholding me with mylder looke, 
sought not to fly, but fearelesse still did btde: 
till 1 in hand her yet halfe trembling tooke, 
and with her owne goodwill hir fyrmely tyde. 
Strange thing me seemd to see a bkst so wyld, 
so goodly wonne with her owne will beguyld. 


SONNET. LXVIII. 

Os^glorious Lord of lyfe, that on this 

Didst m^e thy triumph ouer death and sin : 
and hailing harrowd hell, didst bring away 
captiuity thence captiue vs to win : 

This ioyous day, deare Lord, with ioy begin, 
and ^ant that we for whom thou diddest dye 
bei^ with thy deare blood dene washt from 
sin, 

may liue for euer in felidty. 

And that thy loue we weighing worthily, 
may likewise loue thee for the same againe : 
and for thy sake that all lyke deare didst buy, 
with loue may one another entertayne. 

So let vs loue, deare loue, lyke as we ous^t, 
loue is the lesson which the Lord vi tiognt 
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SONNET. LXIX. 

T He famous warriors of the anticke world, 
Vsed Trophees to erect in stalely wize : 
in which they would the records haue enrold, 
of theyr great deeds and valarous emprize. 
What trophee then shall I most fit deuize, 
in which 1 may record the memory 
of my loues conquest, peerelesse beauties 
prise, 

adorn’d with honour, loue, and chastity. 
Euen this verse vowd to eternity, 
shall be thereof immortall moniment : 
and tell her prayse to all posterity, 
that may admire such worlds rare wonder- 
ment. 

The happy purchase of my glorious spoile, 
gotten at last with labour and long toyle. 


SONNET. LXX. \ 

F Resh spring the herald of loues mighty 
king, 

In whose cote armour richly are displayd 
all sorts of flowers the which on eartn do 
spring 

in goodly colours gloriously arrayd. 

Goe to my loue, where she is carelesse layd, 
yet in her winters bowre not well awake : 
tell her the ioyous time wil not be staid 
vnlesse she doe him by the forelock take. 
Bid her therefore her selfe soone ready make, 
to wayt on loue amongst his loucly crew : 
where euery one that misseth then her make, ! 
shall be by him amearst with penance dew. ' 
Make hast therefore sweet loue, whilest it is 
prime, 

for none can call againe the passed time. 
SONNET. LXXl. 

I loy to see how in your drawen work. 

Your selfe vnto the Bee ye doe compare ; 
and me vnto the Spyder that doth lurke, 
in close awayt to catch her vnaware. 

Right so your selfewere caught incunningsnare 
of a deare foe, and thralled to his loue : 
in whose streight bands ye now captiued are 
so firmely, that ye neuer may remoue. 

But as your worke is wouen all aboue, 
with woodbynd flowers and fragrant Eglan- 
tine: 

so sweet your prison you in time shall proue, 
with many deare delights bedecked fyne. 
And all thensforth eternall peace shall see, 
betweene the Spyder and the gentle Bee, 


SONNET. LXXIl. 

O Ft when my spirit doth spred her bolder 
winges. 

In mind to mount vp to the purest sky : 
it down is weighd with thoght of earthly 
things 

and clogd with burden of mortality. 

Where when that souerayne beauty it doth spy, 
resembling heauens glory in her light : 
drawne with sweet pleasures bayt, it back 
doth fly, 

and vnto heauen forgets her former flight. 
There my fraile fancy fed with full delight, 
doth bath in blissc and mantlethmost at ease; 
ne thinks of other heauen, but how it might 
lierhartsdesirewithmostcontcntmentplease. 
Hart need not with none other liappinesse, 
but here on earth to haue such heuens blisse. 

SONNET. LXXlll. 

B Eing my selfe captyued here in care. 

My hart, whom none with seruile bands 
can tye, 

but the fayre tresses of your golden hayre, 
breaking his prison forth to you doth fly. 
Lyke as a byrd that in ones hand doth spy 
desired food, to it doth make his flight ; 
euen so my hart, that wont on your fayre eye 
to feed his fill, flyes backe vnto your sight. 
Doe you him take, and in your bosome bright, 
gently encage, that he may be your thrall : 
perhaps he there may learne with rare 
delight, 

to sing your name and prayses ouer all. 
That it hereafter may you not repent, 
him lodging in your bosome to haue lent. 

SONNET. LXXllII. 

M Ost happy letters fram’d by skilful! 
trade, 

with which that happy name was first 
desynd : 

the which three times thrise happy hath me 
made, 

with guifts of body, fortune and of mind. 
The first my being to me gaue by kind, 
from mothers womb deriu’d by dew descent, 
the second is my souereigne Queene most kind, 
that honour and large richesse to me lent. 
The third my loue, my Hues last ornament, 
by whom my spirit out of dust was raysed : 
to speake her prayse and glory excellent, 
of all alive most worthy to be praysed. 

Ye three Elizabeths for euer hue, 
that three such graces did vnto me giue. 
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SONNET. LXXV. 

O Ne day I wrote her name vpon the strand, 
but came the waues and washed it away : 
agayne I wrote it with a second hand, 
but came the tyde, and made my paynes his 
pray. 

Vayne man, sayd she, that doest in vaine assay, 
a mortall thing so to immortalize, 
for I my selue shall lyke to this decay, 
and eek my name bee wyped out lykewize. 
Not so, (quod I) let baser things deuize 
to dy in dust, but you shall Tiue by fame : 
my verse your vertues rare shall eternize, 
and in the heuens wryte your glorious name. 
Where whenas death shall all the world subdew, 
our loue shall liue, and later life renew. 


SONNET. LXXVl 

F Ayre bosome fraught with vertues richest 
tresure. 

The iieast of loue, the lodging of delight : 
the bowre of blisse, the paradicc of pleasure, 
the sacred harbour of that houenly spright. 


How was I rauisht with your louely sight, 
and my frayle thoughts too rashly led astray? 
whiles diuingdeepe through amorous insight, 
on the sweet spoyle of beautie they did 
pray. 

And twixt her paps like early fruit in May, 
whose haruest seemd to hasten now apace : 
they loosely did theyr wanton winges display, 
and there to rest themselues did boldly place. 

Sweet thoughts I enuy your so happy rest, 
which oft I wisht, yet neuer was so blest. 


SONNET. LXXVIl. 

W As it a dreame, or did I see it playne> 
a goodly table of pure yvory : 
all spr^ with iuncats, fit to entertayne 
the greatest Prince with pompous roialty. 
Mongst which there in a siluer dish did ly 
twoo golden apples of vnualewd price : 
far passing those which Hercules came by, 
or those which Atalanta did entice. 
Exceeding sweet, yet voyd of sinfull vice, 
That many sought yet none could euer taste, 
sweet fruit of pleasure brought from para- 
dice 

by loue hiraselfe, and in his garden piaste. 
Her brest that table was so richly spr^d, 
my thoughts the guests, which would thereon 
baue fedd. 


SONNET. LXXVIII. 

I Ackyng my loue I go from place to place, 
L lyke a young fawne that late hath lost the 
hynd : 

and sceke each where, where last I sawe her 
face, 

whose ymage yet I carry fresh in mynd. 

I seeke the fields with her late footing synd, 
Iseekeherbowrewithhcrlatepresence deckt, 
yet nor in field nor bowre I her can fynd : 
yet field and bowre are full of her aspect. 
But when myne eyes I thereunto direct, 
they ydly back returne to me agayne, 
and when I hope to see theyr trew obiect, 

I fynd my selfe but fed with fancies vayne. 
Ceasse then myne eyes, to seeke her selfe to see, 
and let my thoughts behold her selfe in mee. 

SONNET. LXXIX. 

M En call you fayre, and you doc credit it. 
For that your selfe yc dayly such doe see ; 
but the trew fayre, that is the gentle wit, 
and vertuous mind, is much more praysd of 
me. 

For all the rest, how euer fayre it be, 
shall turne to nought and loose that glorious 
hew: 

but onely that is permanent and free 
from frayle corruption, tliat doth flesh ensew. 
Tliat is true beautie : tliat doth argue you 
to be diuine and Ixiriie of hcaucniy seed ; 
deriu'd from that fayre Spirit, from whom al 
true 

and perfect beauty did at first proceed. 

He oncIy fayre, and what he fayre hath made, 
all other fayre lyke flowres vntymely fade. 

SONNET. LXXX. 

A Fter so long a race as I haue run 

Tlirough Faery land, which those six 
books compile, 

giue leaue to rest me being halfe fordonne, 
and gather to my selfe new breath awhile. 
Then as a steed refreshed after toyle, 
out of my prison I will breake anew : 
and stoutly will that second worke assoyle, 
with strong endcuour and attention dew. 
Till then giue leaue to me in pleasant mew, 
to sport my muse and sing my loues sweet 
praise ; 

the contemplation of whose heauenly hew, 
my spirit to an higher pitch will rayse. 

But let her prayses yet be low and meane, 
fit for the handmayd of the Faery Queene. 
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SONNET. LXXXI. 

F Ayre is my loue, when her fayre golden 
hearcs, 

with the loose wynd ye waning chance to 
marke : 

fayre when the rose in her red cheekes 
appeares, 

or in her eyes the fyrc of lone does sparke. 
Fayre when her brest lyke a rich laden barke, 
with pretious merchandize she forth doth lay: 
fayre when that cloud of pryde, which oft 
doth dark 

her goodly light with smiles she driues away. 
But fayrest she, when so she doth display, 
the gate with pearles and rubyes richly dight: 
throgh which her words so wise do make their 
way 

to beare the message of her gentle spright. 
The rest be works of natures wonderment, 
but this the worke of harts astonishment. 

SONNET. LXXXll. 

T Oy of my life, full oft for louing you 
1 1 blesse mv lot, that was so lucky placed : 
but then tne more your owne mishap I rew, 
that are so much by so meane loue embased. 
For had the equall heuens so much you graced 
in this as in the rest, ye mote inuent 
som heuenly wit, whose verse could haue 
enchased 

your glorious name in golden moniment. 

But since ye deignd so goodly to relent 
to me your thrall, in whom is little worth, 
that little that I am, shall all be spent, 
in setting your immortall prayses forth. 
Whose lofty argument vplifting me, 
shall lift you vp vnto an high degree. 

SONNET. IXXXIll. 

TV ^ Y hungry eyes, through greedy couetize, 
iVl still to behold the obiect of theyr payne : 
with no contentment can themselues sufhze, 
but hauing pine, and hauing not complayne. 
For lacking it, they cannot lyfe sustayne, 
and seeing it, they gaze on it the more : 
in theyr amazement lyke Narcissus vayne 
whose eyes him staru’d : so plenty nukes me 
pore. 

Yet are myne eyes so filled with the store 
of that fayre sight, that nothing else they 
brooke : 

but loath the things which they did like before, 
and can no more endure on them to looke. 
All this worlds glory seemeth vayne to me, 
and all theyr shewesbutshadowes,sauing$he. 


SONNET. LXXXJIII. 

L Et not one sparke of filthy lustful! fyre 
breake out, that may her sacred peace 
molest : 

ne one light glance of sensuall desyre 
Attempt to work her gentle mindes vnrest. 
But pure affections bred in spotlesse brest, 
and modest thoughts breathd from wel 
terapred sprites 

goe visit her in her chast bowre of rest, 
accompanyde with angelick delightes. 

There fill your selfe with those most ioyous 
sights, 

the which my selfe could neuer yet attayne : 
but speakc no word to her of these sad plights, 
which her too constant stiffenesse doth con- 
strayn. 

Oncly behold her rare perfection, 
and blesse your fortunes fayre election. 

SONNET. LXXXV. 

T He world that cannot deeme of worthy 
things, 

when I doe praise her, say I doe but flatter: 
so does the Cuckow, when the Mauis sings, 
begin his witlesse note apace to clatter. 

But they that skill not of so heauenly nutter, 
all that they know not, enuy or aamyre, 
rather then enuy let them wonder at her, 
but not to deeme of her desert aspyre. 
Deepe in the closet of my parts entyre, 
her worth is written with a golden quill : 
that me with heauenly fury doth inspire, 
and my glad mouth withhci :weet prayses fill 
Which when as fame in her shrill trump shaJ 
thunder 

let the world chose to enuy or to wonder. 

SONNET. LXXXVL 

\ ZEnemous toung, tipt with vile adders sting, 
V Of that selfe ky nd with which the Furies fell 
theyr snaky heads doc combe, from which 
a spring 

of poysoned words and spitefull speeches well. 
Let all the plagues and horrid paines of hell, 
vpon thee fall for thine accursed hyre : 
that with false forged lyes, which thou didst tel, 
in my true loue did stirre vp coles of yre, 
The sparkes whereof let kindle thine own fyre, 
and catching hold on thine owne wicked h^ 
consume thee quite, that didst with guile 
conspire 

in my sweet peace such breaches to haue bred 
Shame be thy meed, and mischiefe thy reward, 
dew to thy selfe that it for me prepord. 
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SONNET. IXXXVIJ. 

S ince I did leaue the presence of my loue, 
Many long weary dayes I haue outworne : 
and many nights, that slowly seemd to moue 
theyr sad protract from euening vntill mome. 
For when as day the heauen doth adorne, 

I wish that night the noyous day would end : 
and when as night hath vs of light forlorne, 
1 wish that day would shortly reascend. 
Thus I the time witli expectation spend, 
and fame my griefe with chaunges to beguile, 
that further seemes his terme still to extend, 
and maketh euery minute secme a myle. 

So sorrow still doth seeme too long to last, 
but ioyous hourcs doo fly away too fast. 


SONNET. LXXXVllI. 

S ince I haue lackt the comfort of that light, 
The which was wont to lead my thoughts 
astray ; 

I wander as in darkenesse of the night, 
aflrayd of euery dangers least dismay, 

Ne ought I see, though in the clearest day, 
when others gaze v[jon tliey r sliadowes vay nc : 
but th’onely image of that lieauenly ray, 
whereof some glance doth in mine cie re- 
mayne. 

Of which beholding tlie Ida^a playne, 
through contemplation of my purest part : 
with light thereof 1 doe my selfe sustayne, 
and thereon feed my loue-affamislit hart. 
But with such brightnesse whylest I fill my 
mind, 

I starue my body and mine eyes doe blynd. 


SONNET. LXXXIX. 

L Yke as the Culucr on the bared bough, 

Sits mourning for the absence of her mate : 
and in her songs sends many a wishfull vow, 
for his returne that seemes to linger late. 

So I alone now left disconsolate, 
mournc to my selfe the absence of my louc: 
and waiidring here and there all desolate, 
seek with my playnts to match that mourn- 
ful doue : 

Ne ioy of ought that vnder heauen doth houe, 
can comfort me, but her owne ioyous sight : 
whose sweet aspect both God and man can 
moue, 

in her vnspotted pleasauns to delight. 

Dark is my day, whyles her fayre light I mis, 
and dead my life that wants such liuely blis. 
SPENSER 


I N youth before I waxed old, 

1 The blynd boy Venus baby, 

For want of cunning made me bold, 

In bitter hyue to grojie for honny. 

But when he saw me stung and cry, 5 
He tooke his wings and away did fly. 


A S Diane hunted on a day, 

She chaunst to come where Cupid lay, 
his quiuer by his head : 

One of his slufts she stole away, 

And one of hers did close conuay, 
into the others sttad : 

With that loue wounded my loues hart, 
but Diane beasts with Cupids dart. 


T Saw m secret to my Dame, 
i How little Cupid humbly came : 

and sayd to her All hayle my mother. 

But when he saw me Liugh, for sliame 
His face witli bashfull blcxid did flame, 5 
not knowing Venus from the other, 

Then ncuer blusli Cupid (quoth I) 
for many haue err’d in this beauty. 


V Pon a day as loue lay sweetly slumbrmg, 
all in his mothers lap : 

A gentle liee witli his loud trumpet murm’rmg, 
about him flew by hap. 

Whereof when he was wakened with the noysc, 
and saw the beast so small : 

VVhats this (quoth he) that giues so great a 
voyce, 

that wakens men withall ? 

In angry wize he fives about, 
and threatens all with corage stout. 10 


To whom his mother closely smiling sayd, 
twixt earnest and twixt game : 

See thou thy selfe likewise art lyttle made, 
if thou regard the siime. 

And yet thou buffrist neyther gods in sky, 
nor men in earth to rest ; 

But when thou art dis])Osed cruelly, 
theyr sleepe thou doost molest. 

Then eyther change thy cruelty, 
or giue lyke leaue vnto the fly. ao 
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Nathlessc the cruell boy not so content, 
would needs the fly pursue : 

And in his hand with heedlesse hardiment, 
him caught for to subdue. 

But when on it he hasty hand did lay, 
the Bee him stung therefore : 

Now out alasse (he cryde) and welaway, 

I wounded am full sore : 

The fly that I so much did scorne, 
hath hurt me with his little home. 30 

Vnto his mother straight he weeping came, 
and of his griefe complayned ; 

Who could not chose but laugh at his fond 
game, 

though sad to see him pained. 

Think now (quod she) my sonne how great the 
smart 

of those whom thou dost wound : 

Full many thou hast pricked to the hart, 
that pitty neuer found : 

Therefore henceforth some pitty take, 
when thou doest spoyle of louers make. 40 


She tooke him streight full pitiously lamenting, 
and wrapt him in her smock : 

She wrapt him softly, all the while repenting, 
that he the fly did mock. 

She drest his wound and it embaulmed wel 
with salue of soueraigne might : 

And then she bath’d him in a dainty well 
the well of deare delight. 

Who would not oft be stung as this, 
to be so bath'd in Venus blis ? 50 

The wanton boy was shortly wel recured, 
of that his malady : 

But he soone after fresh againe enured, 
his former cruelty. 

And since that time he wounded hath my 
selfe 

with his sharpe dart of loue : 

And now forgets the cruell carelesse elfe, 
his mothers heast to proue. 

So now I languish, till he please 
my pining anguish to appease. 60 


FINIS, 




Epithalamion 



S8o EPITHALAMION. 


Y e learned sisters which haue oftentimes 
Beene to me ayding, others to adorne : 
Whom ye thought worthy of your gracefull 
rymes, 

That euen th( greatest did not greatly scorne 
To heare theyr names sung in your simple layes, 
But ioyed in theyr prayse. 

And when ye list your owne mishaps to mourne, 
Which death, or loue, or fortunes wreck did 
rayse, 

Your string could soone to sadder tenor turne, 
And teach the woods and waters to lament 
Your dolefull dreriment. 1 1 

Now lay those sorrowfull complaints aside, 

^nd hauing all your heads with girland crownd, 
Heine me mine owne loues prayses to resound, 
Ne let the same of any be enuide 
So Orpheus did for his owne bride, 

So 1 vnto my selfe alone will sing, 

The woods shall to me answer and my Eccho 
ring. 

E Arly before the worlds light muing lampe. 
His golden beame vpon the has doth spred, 
Hauing disperst the nights vnchearefull dampe. 
Doe ye awake, and with fresh lusty hed, 

Go to the bowre of my beloued loue, 

My truest turtle doue. 

Bid her awake ; for Hymen is awake. 

And long since ready forth his inaske to moue, 
With his bright Tead that flames with many a 
flake, 

And many a bachelor to waite on him, 

In theyr fresh garments trim. 

Bid her awake therefore and soone her dight. 
For lo the wished day is come at last, 31 
That shall for al the [laynes and sorrowes past, 
Pay to her vsury of long delight : 

And whylest she doth her dight. 

Doe ye to her of loy and solace sing, 

That all the woods may answer and your eccho 
ring. 

B Ring with you all the Nymphes tlut you 
can heare 

Both of the riuers and the forrests greene : 
And of the sea that neighbours to her neare, 
Al with gay girlands goodly wel beseene. 40 
And let them also with them bring in hand, 
Another gay girland 

For my fayre loue of lillyes and of roses, 
Bound trueloue wize with a blew silke riband. 
And let them make great store of bridale poses, 
And let them eeke bring store of other flowers 
To deck the bridale bowers. 


And let the ground whereas her foot shall tread 
For feare the stones her tender foot should 
wrong 

Be strewed with fragrant flowers all along, 50 
And diapred lyke the discolored mead. 

Which done, doe at her chamber dore awayt, 
For she will waken strayt. 

The whiles doe ye this song vnto her sing, 
The woods shall to you answer and your Eccho 
ring. 

Y e Nymphes of Mulla which with careful] 
heed, 

The siluer scaly trouts doe tend full well. 

And greedy pikes which vse therein to feed, 
(fhose trouts and pikes all others doo excell) 
And ye likewise which kcepe the rushy lake. 
Where none doo fishes take, 61 

Bynd vp the locks the which hang scatterd 
. 

And in his waters which your mirror make, 
Behold your faces as the christall bright, 

That when you come whereas my loue doth be, 
No blemish she may spie. 

And eke ye lightfoot mayds which keepe the 
deere. 

That on the hoary mounta'me vse to towre, 
And the wylde wol'v. \d:.ch seeke them lo 
deuoure. 

With your steele dails Joe chace from coni- 
ming neer 70 

Be also present heere, 

To helpe to decke her ana help to sing, 
That all the woods may answer and your eccho 
ring. 

W Akc, now my loue, awake ; for it is tune, 
The Rosy Morne long since left Tithorns 
bed, 

All ready to her siluer coche to clyme, 

And Phoebus gins to shew his glorious hed. 
Hark how the cheerefull birds do chaunt thcvi 
laies 

And carroll of loues praise. 

The merry Larkc hir mattins sings aloft, 80 
The thrush replycs, the Mauis descant pbive'- 
The Ouzell shrills, the Ruddock warbles soil, 
So goodly all agree with sweet consent. 

To this ciayes merriment. 

Ah my deere loue why doe ye sleepe thus lontn 
When meeter were that ye should now awake, 
T’awayt the comming of your ioyous make, 
And hearken to the birds louelearned song, 
The deawy leaues among. 

For they of ioy and pleasance to you sing, 9 ° 
That all the woods them answer and theyr 
eccho ring. 
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M y loue is now awake out of her dreame, 
And her fayre eyes like stars that 
dimmed were 

With darksome cloud, now shew theyr goodly 
beams 

More bright then Hesperus his head doth rere. 
Come now ye damzeis, daughters of delight, 
Helpe quickly her to dight, 

But first come ye fayre houres which were begot 
In loues sweet paradice, of Day and Night, 
Which doe the seasons of the yeare allot, loo 
And al that euer in this world is fayre 
Doe make and still repayre. 

And ye three handmaydsof theCyprianQueene, 
The which doe still adorne her Ix'auties pride, 
Helpe to addorne my beautifullest bride ; 

And as ye her array, still throw betweene 
Some graces to be seene. 

And as ye vse to Venus, to her sing. 

The whiles the woods shal answer and your 
eccho ring. 


s^i 

Crying aloud with strong confused noyce, 

As if It were one voyce. 

Hymen io Hymen, Hymen they do shout, 140 
That euen to the heauens theyr shouting shrill 
Doth reach, and all the firmament doth 611 , 

To which the people standing all about, 

As in approuance doe thereto applaud 
And loud aduaimce her laud. 

And euennorc they Hymen Hymen sing, 

That al the woods them answer and theyr eccho 
ring. 


L Oe where she comes along with |)ortly pace 
Lyke Phoebe from her chamber of the East, 
Arysing forth to run her mighty race, 150 
Clad all in white, tliat seemes a virgin best. 

So well it her beseemes that ye would weene 
Some angell she had beune. 

Her long loose yellow locks lyke golden wyre, 
Sprmckled with pcrle, and perlmg 6owrcs a 
tweene, 


N Ow is my loue all ready forth to come. 
Let all the virgins therefore well awayt, 
And ye fresh boyes that tend vpon her groomc 
Prepare your selues ; for he is comming strayt. 
Set all your things in seemely good aray 
Fit for so ioyfull day, 

The ioyfulst day that euer sunne did see. 

Faire Sun, shew forth thy fauourable ray, 

And let thy lifull heat not feruent be 
For feare of burning her sunshyny face, 

Her beauty to disgrace. 120 

0 fayrest Phoebus, father of the Muse, 

If euer I did honour thee aright. 

Or sing the thing, that mote thy mind delight. 
Doe not thy seruants simple boone refuse. 

But let this day let this one day be myne, 

Let all the rest be thine. 

Then I thy souerayne prayses loud wil sing. 
That all the woods shal answer and theyr eccho 

ruig- 


H Arke how the Minstrels gin to shrill alouc 
Their merry Musick that resounds froii 

The pipe, the tabor, and the trembling Croud 
That well agree withouten breach or iar. 

But most ot all the Damzeb doe delite, 

When they their tymbrels smyte, 

And thereunto doe daunce and carrol sweet, 
That all the sences they doe rauish quite, 

The whylcs the boyes run vp and downe th< 
street, 


Doe lyke a golden mantle her attyre, 

And being crowned with a girland greene, 
Seeme lyke some mayden (Jueene. 

Her modest eyes abashed to behold 
So many gazers, as on her do stare, 160 
Vpon the lowly ground affixed are. 

Ne dare lift vp her countenance too bold, 

But blush to heare her prayses sung so loud, 
So farre from being proud. 

Nathlessc doe ye still loud her praxes sing. 
That all the woods may answer ana your eccho 
ring. 


T EU me ye merchants daughters did ye see 
So fayre a creature in your townc before. 
So sweet, so louely, and so mild as she, 169 
Adornd with beautyes grace and vertues store, 
Her goodly eyes lyke Siphyres shining bright, 
Her forehead yuory white, 

Her cheekes lyke apples which the sun hath 
rudded. 

Her lips lyke cherrves charming men to byte. 
Her brest like to a Ixiwle of creame vneruaded, 
Her paps lyke lyllies budded, 

Her snowie necke lyke to a marble towre. 

And all her body like a pallace fayre. 
Ascending vppe with many a stately stayre, 
To honors scat and chastities sweet bowre. 
Why stand ye still ye virgins in amaze, i8i 
Vpon her so to gaze, 

Whiles ye forget your former lay to sing, 

To which the woods did answer and your eccho 
ring. 
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B Vt if ye saw that which no eyes can 
see, 

The inward leauty of her liuely spright, 
Garnisht with heauenly guifts of high degree, 
Much more then would ye wonder at that 
sight, 

And stand astonisht lyke to those which red 
Medusaes mazeful hea. 190 

There dwels sweet loue and constant chastity, 

Vnspotted fayth and comely womanhood, 
Regard of honour and mild modesty, 

There vertue raynes as Queene in royal throne. 
And giueth lawes alone. 

The which the base affections doe obay, 

And yeeld theyr seruices vnto her will, 

Ne thought of thing vncomcly euer may 
Thereto approch k) tempt her mind to ill. 

Had ye once scene these her celestial threa- 

sures, 200 

And vnreuealed pleasures, 

Then would ye wonder and her prayses sing, 
That al the woods should answer and your echo 
ring. 


O Pen the temple gates vnto my loue, 

Open them wide that she may enter in, 
And all the postes adorne as doth behoue, 
And all the pillours deck with girlands trim, 
For to recyue this Saynt with honour dew. 
That commeth in to you. 209 

With trembling steps and humble reuerence. 
She commeth in, before th’alrnighties vcw. 

Of her ye virgins Icarne obedience, 

When so ye come into those holy places, 

To humble your proud faces : 

Bring her vp to th’high altar, that she may 
The sacred ceremonies there partake, 

The which do endlesse matrimony make, 

And let the roring Organs loudly play 
The praises of the Lord in buely notes. 

The whiles with hollow throates 220 

The Choristers the ioyous Antheme sing, 

That al the woods may answere and their eccho 
ring. 


B ehold whiles she before the altar stands 
Hearing the holy priest that to her speakes 
And blesseth her with his two happy hands, 
How the red roses flush vp in her cheekes. 
And the pure snow with goodly vermill stayne, 
Like crimsin dyde in grayne, 

That eucn th’ Angels which continually, 

About the sacred Altare doe remaine, 230 


Forget their seruce and about her tty, 

Ofte peeping in her face that seemes more 
fayre. 

The more they on it stare. 

But her sad eyes still fastened on the ground, 
Are gouerned with goodly modesty. 

That suffers not one looke to glaunce awry, 
Which may let in a little thought vnsownd. 
Why blush ye loue to giue to me your hand, 
The pledge of all our band ? 

Sing ye sweet Angels, Alleluya sing, 240 
That all the woods may answere and youreccho 
ring. 

N Owalis done ; bring home the bride againe, 
Bring home the triumph of our victory, 
Bring home with you the glory of her gaine, 
With ioyance bring her and with iollity. 
Neuer had man more ioyfuU day then this, 
Whom hcauen would heape with bbs. 

Make feast therefore now all this Hue long 
day, 

This day for euer to me holy is, 

Poure out the wine without restraint or stay, 
Poure not by cups, but bv the belly full, 251 
Poure out to all that wull. 

And sprinkle all the postes and wals with wine. 
That they may sweat, and drunken be withal). 
Crowne ye God Bacchus with a coronall, 

And Hymen also crowne with wreathes of vine, 
And let the Graces daunce vnto the rest ; 

For they can doo it best : 

The whiles the maydens doe theyr carroll sing, 
To which the woods shal answer and theyr 
eccho ring. 2(10 


R ing ye the bels, ye yong men of the towne . 

And leaue your wonted labors for this day 
This day is holy ; doe ye write it downe. 
That ye for euer it remember may. 

This day the sunne is in his chiefest hight, 
With Barnaby the bright. 

From whence declining daily by degrees, 

He somewhat loseth of his heat and light, 
When once the Crab behind his back he sees 
But for this time it ill ordained was, 270 
To chose the longest day in all the yeare, 
And shortest night, when longest fitter weare' 
Yet neuer day so long, but late would passe 
Ring ye the bels, to make it weare away. 

And bonefiers make all day, 

And daunce about them, and about them sing 
that all the woods may answer, and your ecebe 
ring. 
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A H when will this long weary day haue end, 
/\And lende meleaue to come vnto my loue? 
How slowlydo thehourestheyr numbersspend? 
How slowly does sad Time his feathers moue ? 
H^t thee 0 fayrest Planet to thy home 
Within the Westerne feme : 

Thy tyred steedes long since haue need of rest. 
Long though it be, at last I see it gloome, 

And the bright euening star with golden creast 
Appeare out of the East. 

Fay re childe of beauty, glorious lampe of loue 
That all the host of heauen in rankes doost lead, 
And guydest louers through the nightes dread, 
How chearefully thou lookest from aboue, 291 
And seemst to laugh atweene thy twinkling light 
As ioying in the sight 

Of these glad many which for ioy doe sing, 
That all the woods tliem answer and their echo 
ring. 


\ T owceasseyedamseisyour delights forepast; 
IN Enough is it, that all the day was youres: 
Now day is doen, and niglit is nighing fast : 
Now bring the Bryde into the brydall boures. 
Now night is come, now soone her disaray, 
And in her bed her lay ; 301 

Lay her in lilies and in violets, 

And silken courtems ouer her display. 

And odourd shectes, and Arras couerlets. 
Behold how goodly my faire loue does ly 
In proud humility ; 

Like vnto Maia, when as loue her tooke. 

In Tempe, lying on the flowry gras, 

Twixt sleepe and wake, after she weary was. 
With bathing in the Acidalian brooke. 310 
Now it is night, ye damsels may be gon, 

And leaue my loue alone, 

And leaue likewise your former lay to sing : 
The woods no more shal answere, nor your echo 
ring. 


N Ow welcome night, thou night so long 
expected. 

That long dales labour doest at last defray. 
And all my cares, which crueU loue collected. 
Hast sumd in one, and cancelled for aye : 
Spread thy broad wing ouer my loue and me, 
Tiiat no man may vs see, 320 

And in thy sable mantle vs enwrap. 

From feare of perrill and foule horror free. 

Let no false treason seeke vs to entrap, 

Nor any dread disquiet once annoy 
The safety of our loy : 


But let the night be calme and quietsome, 
Without tempestuous storms or sad afray ; 
Lyke as when loue with fayre Alcmena lay, 
When he begot the great Tirynthian groome : 
Or lyke as when he with thy sclfe did lie, 330 
And begot Maiesty. 

And let the mayds and yongmen cease to sing : 
Ne let the woods them answer, nor they reecho 
ring. 

L Et no lamenting cryes, nor doleful! teares, 
Be heard all night within nor yet without : 
Ne let false whis{x*rs, breeding hidden fearer, 
Breake gentle sleepe with misconceiued dout. 
Let no deluding dreames, nor dreadful sights 
Make sudden sad affrights ; 

Ne let housefyres, nor lightnings lielpelesse 
harmes, 340 

Ne let the Pouke, nor other euill sprights, 

Ne let mischiuous witches with theyr charmes, 
Ne let hob Goblns, names whose scnce we see 
not, 

Fray vs with things that be not. 

Let not tlie shriech Oule, nor the Storke be 
heard : 

Nor the night Rauen that still deadly yels, 
Nor damned ghosts cald vp with mighty spels, 
Nor griesly vultures make vs once affeard : 

Ne let th’ unpleasant Quyre of Frogs still crok- 
ing 

Make vs to wish theyr choking. 350 

Let none of these theyr drery accents sing ; 
Ne let the woods them answer, nor theyr eccho 
ring. 

B Vt let stil Silence trew night watches keepe, 
That sacred peace may in assurance rayne , 
And tymely sleep, when it is tyme to sleepe. 
May poure his limbs forth on your pleasant 
playne, 

The whiles an hundred little winged loues. 
Like diuers fethered doues. 

Shall fly and flutter round about your bed, 
And in the secret darke, that none reproues, 
Their prety stealthes shal worke, and snares 
shal spread 361 

To filch away sweet snatches of delight, 
Conceald through couert night. 

Ye sonnes of Venus, play your sports at wiD, 
For greedy pleasure, carelesse of your toyes. 
Thinks more vpon her paradise or ioyes, 

Then what ye do, albe it good or ill. 

All night therefore attend your merry play. 
For it will soone be day : 

Now none doth hinder you, that say or sing, 
Ne will the woods now answer, nor your Eccho 
ring. 371 
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W Ho is the same, which at my window 
peepes ? 

Or whose is that faire face, that shines so 
bright, 

Is it not Cinthia, she that neuer sleepes, 

But walkes about high hcauen al the night ? 

O fayrest goddesse, do thou not enuy 
My loue with me to spy : 

For thou likewise didst loue, though now 
vnthought, 

And for a fleece of woll, which priuily, 

The Latmian shephard once vnto thee brought, 
llis pleasures with thee wrought. 381 

Therefore to vs be fauorable now ; 

And sith of wemens labours thou hast charge, 
And generation goodly dost enlarge, 

Encline thy will t’eflect our wishfiill vow, 

And the chast wombe informe with timely seed. 
That may our comfort breed : 

Till which we cease our hopefull hap to sing, 
Ne let the woods vs answere, nor our Etcho 
ring. 

A Nd thou great luno, which with awful 
might 390 

The lawes of wedlock still dost patronize, 

And the religion of the faith first plight 
With sacred rites hast taught to solemnize : 
And eeke for comfort often called art 
Of women in their smart. 

Eternally bind thou this louely band. 

And all thy blessings vnto vs impart. 

And thou glad Genius, in whose gentle hand, 
The bridale bowre and geniall bed remaine, 
Without blemish or staine, 400 

And the sweet pleasures of theyr loues delight 
With secret ayde doest succour and supply, 
Till they bring forth the fruitfull progeny, 
Send vs the timely fruit of this same night. 


And thou fayre Hebe, and thou Hymen free. 
Grant that it may so be. 

Til which we cease your further prayse to 
sing, 

Ne any woods shal answer, nor your Eccho 
ring. 


A Nd ye high heauens,the temple of thegods, 
In which a thousand torches flaming bright 
Doe burne, that to vs wretched earthly clods. 
In dreadful darknesse lend desired light ; 

And all ye powers which in the same remayne, 
More then we men can fayne, 

Foure out your blessing on vs plentiously, 

And happy influence vpon vs raine. 

That we may raise a large posterity, 

Which from the earth, which they may long 
posscsse. 

With lasting happinesse, 

Vp to your haughty pallaces may mount, 420 
And for the guerdon of theyr glorious merit 
May heauenly tabernacles there inherit, 

Of blessed Saints for to increase the count. 

So let vs rest, sweet loue, in hope of this, 

And cease till then our tymely loyes to sing, 
The woods no more vs answer, nor our eccho 
ring. 


S Ong made in lieu of many ornaments, 
With which my loue should duly haue bene 
dect, 

Which cutting off through hasty accidents, 
Ye would not stay your dew time to expect. 
But promist both to recompens, 43* 

Be vnto her a goodly ornament, 

And for short time an endlesse moniment. 
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TO THE RIGHT HO- 


NORABLE AND MOST VER- 

tuous Ladies, the Ladie Margaret Countesse 
of Cumberland, and the Ladie Marie 
Countesse of Warwicke. 


H Auing in the greener times of tny youth, 
composed these former two llymnes tn the 
praise of Loue and beauite, and firtding that the 
same too much pleased those of like age and dis- 
position, which being too vehemently carted with 
that kind of affection, do rather sucke out poyfon 
to their strong passion, then hony to their honest 
delight, 1 ivas moued by the one of you two most 
excellent Ladies, to call in the same. But being 
vnable so to doe, by reason that many copies 
thereof were formerly scattered abroad, I resolued 
at least to amend, and by way of retractation to 
reforme them, making in stead of those two 
Hymnes of earthly or naiurall love and beauiie, 
two others of heauenly and celestiall. The which 
1 doe dedicate ioyntly unto you two honorable 


sisters, as to the most excellent and rare orna- 
ments of all true loue and beautie, both in the 
one and the other kinde, humbly beseeching you 
to vouchsafe the patronage of them, and to accept 
this my humble seruice, in lieu of the great graces 
and tionourable fauours which ye dayly shew 
vnto me, vntill such time as I may by better 
meanes yeeld you some more notable testumie 
of my thankfull mind and dutifull deuotion. 

And euen so I pray for your happinesse. 

Greenwich this first of September. 

1596. 

Your Honors most bounden euer 
in all humble seruice. 

Ed. Sp. 


AN HYMNE IN 

HONOVR OF 

LOVE. 


I C)ue,that long since hast to thy mighty powre, 
^Perforce subdude my poore captiued hart, 
And r^ng now therein with restlesse stowre, 
Doest tyrannize in euerio weaker part ; 

Faine would I seeke to ease my bitter smart, 
By any seruice 1 might do to thee. 

Or ought that else might to thee pleasing bee. 

And now t’asswage the force of this new flame. 
And make thee more propitious in my need, 

I meane to sing the praises of thy name, 10 
And thy victorious conquests to areed ; 

By which thou madest many harts to bleed 
Of mighty Victors, with wyde wounds em- 
brewed. 

And by thy cruell darts to thee subdewed. 

Onely I feare my wits enfeebled late, 

Hirough the sharpe sorrowes, which thou hast 
me bred, 

Should faint , and words should faile me, to relate 
The wondrous triumphs of thy great godhed. 
But if thou wouldst vouchsafe to ouerspred 
Me with the shadow of thy gentle wing, 20 
1 should enabled be thy actes to sing. 


Come then, 0 come, thou mightie God of loue, 
Out of thy siluer bowres and secret blisse, 
Where thou doest sit in Venus lap aboue, 
Bathing thy wings in her ambrosiall bsse, 
That sweeter farre then any Nectar is ; 

Come softly, and my feeble breast inspire 
With gentle furie, kindled of thy fire. 

And ye sweet Muses, which haue often proiied 
The piercing points of his auengefull darts ; 
And ye faire Nimphs, which oftentimes liaue 
loued 3 ^ 

Tlie cruell worker of your kindly smarts, 
Prepare your selues, and open wide your barts, 
For to receiue the triumph of your glorie, 
That made you merie oft, when ye were sorie. 


And ye faire blossoraes of youths wanton bredj 
Whidi in the conquests of your beautie host, 
Wherewith your louers feeble eyes you,feed, 
But sterue their harts, that needeth nourturfl 
most, . ^ 

Prepare your selues, to inarch amongst his nos 1 
And all the way this sacred hymne do sing> 
Made in the honor of your Soucraigne king- 
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Reat god of that reignest in the 
Vj mynd, 

And all the to thy best doest frame, 
Victor of gods, subduer of mankynd. 

That doest the Lions and fell Tigers tame, 
Making their cruell rage thy scornefuU game. 
And in their roring taking great delight ; 

Who can expresse the glorie of thy might ? 

Or who aliue can perfectly declare, 50 

The wondrous cradle of thine infancie ? 

When thy great mother Vetm first thee bare. 
Begot of Plentie and of Penurie, 

Though elder then thine owne natiuitie ; 

And yet a chyld, renewing still thy yeares 
And yet the eldest of the heauenly Peares. 
For ere this worlds still mouing mightie masse, 
Out of great Chaos vgly prison crept. 

In which his goodly face long hidden was 
From heauens view, and in deepe darknesse 
kept, 60 

Loue, that had now long time securely slept 
In Venus lap, vnarmed then and naked, 

Gan reare hxs head, by Clotho being waked. 

And taking to him wings of his owne heate, 
Kindled at first from heauens life-gluing fyre, 
He gan to moue out of his idle seate, 

Weakely at first, but after with desyre 
Lifted aloft, he^n to mount vp hyre. 

And like fresh fiigle, make his hardie flight 
Through all that great wide wast, yet wanting 
light. 70 

Yet wanting Ught to guide his wandring way, 
His owne faire mother, for all creatures sake, 
Did lend him light from her owne goodly ray : 
Then through the world his way he gan to take. 
The world that was not till he did it make ; 
Whose sundrie parts he from them selues id 
seuer, 

The which before had lyen confused euer. 

The earth, the ayre, the water, and the fyre, 
Then gan to raungc them selues in huge array, 
And with contrary forces to conspyre ^ 
Each against other, by all meanes they may, 
Ihreatning their owne confusion and decay : 
Ayre hatea earth, and water hated fyre. 

Till Loue relented their rebellious yre. 

He then them tooke, and tempering goodly well 
Their contrary dislikes with loued meanes, 

Did place them all in order, and compell 
To keepe them selues yfithin their sundrie raines, 
Together linkt with Adan^tine chaines ; 

Yet so, as that in euery lining wight m 
T hey nuxe themselues, and wew their kindly 
might. 


I So euer since they firmely haue remained, 

And duly well obserued his beheast ; 

Through which now all these things that are 
contained 

Within this goodly cope, both most and least 
Their being haue, and dayly are increast, 
Through secret sparks of his infused fyre. 
Which in the barraine cold he doth inspyre. 

Thereby they all do Hue, and moued are 
To multiply the Hkenesse of their kynd, loo 
Whilest they seeke onely, without further care, 
To quench the flame, which they in burning 
fynd: 

But man,thatbreathes amore immortallmynd, 
Not for lusts sake, but for eternitie, 

Seekes to enlarge his lasting progenie. 

For hauing yet in his deducted spright, 

Sorne sparks remaining of that heauenly fyre. 
He is enlumind with that goodly light, 

Vnto like goodly semblant to aspyre ; 
Therefore m choice of loue, he doth desyre 
That seemes on earth most heauenly, to em- 
brace, 1 1 1 

That same is Beautie, borne of heauenly race. 

For sure of all, that in this mortall frame 
Contained is, nought more diuine doth seeme, 
Or that resembletn more th’immortall flame 
Of heauenly light, then Beauties glorious beame. 
Wliat wonder then, if with such rage extreme 
Fraile men, whose eyes seek heauenfy things to 
see, 

At sight thereof so much enrauisht bee ? 119 

Which well perceiuing, that imperious boy. 
Doth therwith tip his sharp empoisned darts; 
Which glancing through the eyes with coun- 
tenance coy. 

Rest not, till they haue pierst the trembling 
harts, 

And kindled flame in all their inner parts, 
Which suckes the blood, and drinketh vp the 
lyfe 

Of careful! wretches with consuming griefe. 

Thenceforth they playne, and make ful piteous 
monc 

Vnto the author of their balefull bane ; 

The daies they waste, the nights they grieue 
and grone. 

Their hues they loath, and heauens light dis- 
daine; 130 

No light but that, whose lampe doth yet 
remaine 

Fresh burning in the image of their ^e. 

They deigne to see, and seeing it still dye. 
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The whylst thou tyrant Loue doest laugh and 
scorne 

At their complaints, making their paine thy 

Whjdwt they lye languishing like thrals for- 
lorne, 

The whyles thou doest triumph in their decay, 
And otherwhyles, their dying to deiay, 

Thou doest emmarble the proud hart of her, 
Whose loue before their life they doe prefer. 

So hast thou often done (ay me the more) 141 
To me thy vassall, whose yet bleeding hart, 
With thousand wounds thou mangled hast so 
sore 

That whole remaines scarse any little part. 
Yet to augment the anguish of my smart. 
Thou hast enfrosen her disdainefuU brest. 

That no one drop of pitie there doth rest. 

Why then do I this honor vnto thee. 

Thus to ennoble thy victorious name, 149 
Since thou doest shew no fauour vnto mee, 

Nc once moue ruth in that rebellious Dame, 
Somewhat to slacke the rigour of my flame ? 
^rtes small glory doest thou winne hereby, 
To let her liue thus free, and me to dy. 

But if thou be indeede, as men thee call, 

The worlds great Parent, the most kind 
preseruer 

Of liuing wights, the soueraine Lord of all, 
How fjules it then, that with thy furious 
feruour. 

Thou doest afflict as well the not deseruer, 159 
As him that doeth thy louely heasts despize. 
And on thy subjects most doest tyrannize ? 

Yet herein eke thy glory seemeth more, 

By so hard handling those which best thee 
serue, 

That ere thou doest them vnto grace restore. 
Thou mayest well trie if they wiS euer swerue, 
And mayntthem make it letter to deserue ; 
And hauing got it, may it more esteeme. 

For things hard gotten, men more dearely 
deeme. 

So hard those heauenly beauties be cnfyred. 
As things diuine, least passions doe impresse, 
The more of stedhist mynds to be admyred. 
The more they stayed ht on sted^tnesse : 
But basebome mynds sueh lamps regard the 
lessc, 

Whidi at first blowing talce not hasde fyte, 
Such fancies feele no loue, but Iodise desyre. 


For loue is Lord of truth and loialtie. 

Lifting himselfe out of the lowly dust, 

On golden plumes vp to the purest skie, 
Aboue the reach of loathly smfuU lust, 179 
Whose base affect through cowardly distrust 
Of his weake wings, dare not to heauen fly, 
But like a moldwarpe in the earth doth ly. 

His dunghill thoughts, which do themselues 
enure 

To dirtie drosse, no higher dare aspyre, 

Ne can his feeble earthly eyes endure 
The flaming light of that celestiall fyre, 

Which kindleth loue in generous desyre, 

And makes him mount aboue the natiue might 
Of heauie earth, vp to the heauens hight. 

Such is the powre of that sweet passion, 190 
That it all sordid basenesse doth expell. 

And the refyned mynd doth newly fashion 
Vnto a fairer forme, which now doth dwell 
In his high thought, that would it selfe excell ; 
Which he beholding still with constant sight, 
Admires the mirrour of so heauenly light. 

Whose image printing in his deepest wit, 

He thereon feeds his hungrie fantasy. 

Still full, yet neuer satisfyde with it. 

Like Tantalff that in store doth stenied ly : 
So doth he pine in most satiety, 201 

For nought may quench his infinite desyre, 
Once kindled through that first conceiued fyre. 

Thereon his mynd affixed wholly is, 

Ne thinks on ought, but how it to attaine ; 
His care, his ioy, his hope is all on thb, 

That seemes in it all blisses to containe. 

In sight whereof, all other blisse seemes vaine. 
Thrise happie man, might he the same possesse ; 
He faines himselfe, and doth his fortune blesse. 

And though he do not win his wish to end, 
Yet thus torre happie he him selfe doth weene, 
That heauens such happie grace did to him lend, 
As thing on earth so neauenly, to haue scene, 
His hai^ enshrined saint, his heauens queene, 
Fairer then fairest, in his faynii^ eye. 

Whose sole aspect he counts feiiatye- 

Then forth he casts in his vnquiet thought, 
What he may do, her fauour to obtaine ; 
What brauc exploit, wbatperillhardly wrought, 
What puissant conquest, what aduenturous 
paine, ^ 

May please her best, and graa vnto him gainc J 
He dreads no danger, nor misfortune feares. 
His fiutb, his fortune, in his breast he beares 
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Thou art his god, thou art his mightie guyde, : 
Thou being bund, letst him not see his feares, 
But cariest him to that which he hath eyde, 
Throughseas, through flames, through thousand 
swords and speares : 

Ne ought so strong that may his force with- 
stand, 

With wMch thou armest his resistlesse hand. 

Witnesse in the Euxine wanes, 231 

And stout Mneas in the Troiane fyre, 

AchilUs preassing through the Phrygian glaiues. 
And Orpheus daring to prouoke Ae yre 
Of damned fiends, to get his loue retyre : 

For both through hcauen and hell thou makest 
way. 

To wm them worship which to thee obay. 

And if by all these perils and these paynes. 

He may but purchase lyking in her eye, 
Whatheauens of ioy,then tohimselfe he faynes, 
Eftsoones he wypes quite out of memory, 241 
What euer ill before he did aby : 

Had it bene death, yet would he die againe, 

To line thus happie as her grace to gaine. 

Yet when he hath found fauour to his will. 

He nathemore can so contented rest, i 

But forceth further on, and striueth still 
T’approch more neare, till in her inmost brest. 
He may embosomd bee, and loued best ; 

And yet not best, but to be lou’d alone : 250 
For loue can not endure a Paragone. 

The feare whereof, 0 how doth it torment 
His troubled mynd with more then hellish 
paine 1 

And to his fayning fansie represent 
Sights neuer seene, and thousand shadowes 
vaine. 

To breake his sleepe, and waste his ydle braine; 
Thou that hast neuer lou’d canst not beleeue, 
Least part of th’euils which poore louers greeue. 

The gnawing enuie, the hart-fretting feare. 

The vaine surmizes, the distrustfull showes. 
The false reports that flying tales doe beare, 
rhe doubts, the daungers, thedelayes, the woes. 
The fayned friends, the vnassured foes. 

With thousands more then any ton^e can tell, 
Doe make a louers life a wretches hell. 
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Yet is there one more cursed then they all. 
That cancker worme, that monster Gelosie, 
Which eates me hart, and feedes vpon the gall, 
Turning all loues delight to miserie. 

Through feare of loosing his feheitie. 270 
Ah G(^s, that euer ye that monster placed 
In gentle loue, that all his ioyes defaced. 

By these, 0 Loue, thou doest thy entrance 
make, 

Vnto thy heauen, and doest the more endeere, 
Thy pleasures vnto those which them partake, 
As alter stormes when clouds begin to deare. 
The Sunne more bright and glorious doth 
appeare ; 

So thou thy folke, through paines of Purgatorie, 
Dost beare vnto thy blisse, and heauens glorie. 

There thou them placest in a Paradize 280 
Of all delight, and ioyous happie rest. 

Where they doe feede on Nectar heauenly wizc. 
With Hercules and Hebe, and the rest 
Of Venus dearlings, through her bountie blest. 
And lie like Gods in yuone beds arayd. 

With rose and lillies ouer them displayd. 

There with thy daughter Pleasure they doe play 
Their hurtlesse sports, withoutrebukeor bl^e. 
And in her snowy bosome boldly lay 289 
Their quiet heads, deuoyd of guilty shame, 
After full ioyance of their gentle game, 

Then her they crownc their Goddesse and their 



Ay me, deare Lord, that euer I might hope. 
For all the paines and woes that I endure. 

To come at length vnto the wished scope 
Of my desire ; or might my selfe assure, 

Tliat happie port for euer to recure. 

Then would 1 thinke these paines no paines at 
all, 

And all my woes to be but penance small. 300 

Then would I sing of thine immortall praise 
An heauenly Hymne, such as the Angels sing. 
And thy triumphant name then would I raise 
Boue aU the g^s, thee onely honoring. 

My guide, my God, my victor, and my king ; 
Till then, dread Lord, vouchsafe to take of me 
This simple song, thus fram’d in praise of thee^ 


FINIS. 



AN HYMNE IN 
HONOVR OF 
B E A V T I E. 


AH whiter, Loue, wilt thou now carrie mee ? 
l\What wontlesse fury dost thou now inspire 
Into my feeble breast, too full of thee ? 
Whylest seeking to aslake thy raging fyre, 
Thou in me kindlest much more great desyre. 
And vp aloft aboue my strength doest rayse 
The wondrous matter of my fyre to prayse. 

That as I earst in praise of thine owne name, 
So now in honour of thy Mother deare, 9 
An honourable Hymne I eke should frame ; 
And with the brightnesse of her beautie cleare, 
The rauisht harts of gazefull men might reare. 
To admiration of that heauenly light. 

From whence proceeds such soule enchaunting 
might. 

Therto do thou great Goddesse, queene of 
Beauty, 

Mother of loue, and of all worlds delight, 
Without whose souerayne grace and kindly 
dewty. 

Nothing on earth seemes fayre to fleshly si^t. 
Doe thou vouchsafe with thy loue-landung 
light, 

T’illuminate my dim and dulled eyne, 20 
And beautifie this sacred hymne of thyne. 

That both to thee, to whom I meane it most. 
And eke to her, whose faire immortall beame. 
Hath darted fyre into my feeble ghost. 

That now it wasted is with woes extreame. 

It may so please that she at length will streame 
Some deaw of grace, into my withered hart. 
After long sorrow and consuming smart. 


W Hat time this worlds great workmaister 
did cast 

To make al things, such as we now behold, 30 
It seemes that he before his eyes had plast 
A goodly Paterne, to whose perfect mould 
He fashiond them as comely as he could ; 
That now so faire and seemely they appeare, 
As nought may be amended any wheare. 


That wondrous Pateme wheresoere it bee. 
Whether in earth layd vp in secret store. 

Or else in heauen, that no man may it see 
With sinful! eyes, for feare it to deflore, 

Is perfect Beautie which all men adore, 40 
Whose face and feature doth so much excell 
All mortal sence, that none the same may tell. 


Thereof as euery earthly thing pwtakcs, 

Or more or lesse by influence diuine. 

So it more faire accordingly it makes, 

And the grosse matter of this earthly myne. 
Which clotheth it, thereafter doth refyne. 
Doing away the drosse which dims the light 
Of that faire beame, which therein is empight. 
For through infusion of celestiall powre, 50 
The duller earth it quickneth with delight, 
And life-full spirits priuily doth powre 
Through all the parts, that to the lookers sight 
They seeme to please. That is thy soueraine 
might, 

O Cyprian Queene , which flowing from the beame 
Of thy bright starre, thou into them doest 
streame. 

That is the thing which giueth ple^nt grace 
To all things faire, that kindleth liuely fyre. 
Light of thy lampe, which shyning in the face. 
Thence to the soule darts amorous desyre, 60 
And robs the harts of those which it admyre. 
Therewith thou pointest thy Sons poysned 
arrow. 

That wounds the life, and wastes the inmost 
marrow. 

How vainely then doe ydle wits inuent. 

That beautie is nought else, but mixture made 
Of colours faire, and goodly temp*rament 
Of pure complexions, that shall quickly fade 
And passe away, like to a sommers shade. 

Or that it is but comely composition 69 
Of parts well measurd, with meet disposition. 
Hath white and red in it such wondrous powre, 
That it can pierce through th’eyes vnto the 
hart. 

And therein stirre such rage and restlesse 
stowre. 

As nought but death can stint his dolours 
smart ? 

Or can proportion of the outward part, 

Moue such affection in the inward mynd. 

That it can rob both sense and reason blynd ? 
Why doe not then the blossomes of the field, 
Winch are arayd with much more orient hew, 
And to the sense most daintie odours yield, 80 
Worke like impression in the lookers vew ? 

Or why doe not faire pictures like powre shew, 
In which of times, we Nature see of Art 
Exceld, in perfect limming euery part. 
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But ah, bekeue me, ^ere is more then so 
That workes such wonders in the minds of men. 
I that have often prou’d, too well it know ; 
And who so list the like assayes to ken, 

Shall find by tryall, ^d confesse it then, 89 
That Beautie is not, as fond men misdeeme, 
An outward shew of things, that onely seeme. 

For that same goodly hew of white and red, 
With which the cheekes are sprindded, shal 
decay, 

And those sweete rosy leaues so fairely spred 
Vpon the lips, shall fade and fall away 
To that they were, euen to corrupted clay. 
That golden wyre, those sparclding stars so 
bright 

Shall turne to dust, and loose their goodly light. 

But that faire lampe, from whose celestiall ray 
That light proceedes, which kindleth louers fire. 
Shall neuer be extinguisht nor decay, loi 
But when the vitall spirits doe expyre, 

Vnto her natiue planet shall retyre. 

For it is heauenly borne and can not die. 
Being a parcell of the purest skie. 

For vdien the soule, the which deriued was 
At first, out of that great immortall Spright, 
By whom all liue to loue, whilome did pas 
Downe from the top of purest heauens hight, 
To be embodied here, it then tooke light no 
And liuely spirits from that fayrest starre. 
Which lights the world forth from his firie carre. 

Which powre retayning still or more or lease. 
When she in fleshly seede is eft enraced. 
Through euery part she doth the same im- 
presse, 

According as the heauens haue her graced, 
And frames her house, in which she will be 
placed, 

Fit for her selfe, adorning it with sfioyle 
Of th’heauenly riches, which she robd erewhyle. 

Therof it comes, that these faire soules, which 
haue 120 

The most resemblance of that heauenly light, 
Frame to themselues most beautifull and braue 
Their fleshly bowre, most fit for their delight. 
And the grossc matter by a soueraine might 
Tempers so trim, that it may well be seene, 

A p^ce fit for such a virgin Quecne. 

So euery spirit, as it is most pure. 

And hath in it the more of heauenly light. 

So it the fairer bodie doth procure 

To habit in, and it more fairely dight 130 

With chearefull grace and amiable sight. 

For of the soule the bodie forme doth take : 
For soule is forme, and doth the bodie make. 
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Therefore where euer that thou docst behold 
A comely corpse, with beautie faire endewed^ 
Know this for certaine, that the same doth hold 
A beauteous soule, with faire conditions thewed, 
Fit to rcceiue the seede of vertue strewed. 

For all that faire is, is by nature good ; 

That is a signe to know the gentle blood. 140 

Yet oft it falles, that many a gentle mynd 
Dwels in deformed tabernacle drownd, 

Either by chaunce, against the course of kynd, 
Or through vnaptneffe in the substance fownd, 
Which it assumed of some stubborne grownd. 
That will not yield vnto her formes direction, 
But is perform’d with some foule imperfection. 

And oft it falles (ay me the more to rew) 

That goodly beautie, albe heauenly borne, 

Is foilTe abusd, and that celestiall hew, 150 
Which doth the world with her delight adome 
Made but the bait of sinne, and sinners scorne *, 
Whilest euery one doth seeke and sew to haue it 
But euery one doth seeke, but to depraue it. 

Yet nathemore is that faire beauties blame, 
But theirs that do abuse it vnto ill ; 

Nothing so good, but that through guilty shame 
May be corrupt, and wrested vnto will. 
Nathelesse the soule is faire and beauteous still, 
How ever fleshes fault it filthy make : 160 

For things immortall no corruption take. 

But ye faire Dames, the worlds dearc orna- 
ments, 

And liuely images of heauens light, 

Let not your b^mes with such disparagements 
Bedimd,and your bright gloriedarkneaquight: 
But mindful! still of your first countries sight, 
Doe still preserue your first informed grace, 
Whose s^dow yet shynes in your b^uteous 
face. 

Loath that foule blot, that hellish fierbrand, 
Disloiall lust, faire beauties foulest blame, 170 
That base afiections, which your eares would 
bland, 

Commend to you by loues abused name ; 

But is indeedc the Iwndslaue of defame, 

Which will the garland of your glorie marre. 
And quench the light of your bright sbyning 
starre. 

But gentle Loue, that loiall is and trew, 

Will more illumine your resplendent ray, 

And adde more brightnesse to your goodly hew, 
From light of bis pure fire, wUch by like way 
Kindled of yours, your likenesse doth display, 
Like as two mirrours by opposd refiedonj x8i 
Doe both expresse the faces first tmpressioiL 
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Therefore to make your beautie more appeare, 
It you behoues to loue, and forth to lay 
'rhat heauenly riches, which in you ye beare, 
That men the more admy re their fountaine may, 
For else what booteth that celestiall ray, 

If it in darknesse be enshrined euer, 

'fhat it of louing eyes be vewed neuer ? 

But in your choice of Loues, tliis well aduize, 
That likest to your selues ye them select, 191 
The which your forms first sourse may sym- 
pathize, 

And with like beauties parts be inly deckt : 
For if you loosely loue without respect, 

It is no loue, but a discordant warre, 

Whose vnhke parts amongst themselues do 
iarre. 

For Loue is a celestiall harmonic, 

Of likely harts composd of starres concent, 
Which loyne together in swecte sympathie, 

To worke ech others ioy and true content, 
Which they haue harbourd since their first 
descent 201 

Out of their heauenly bowres, where they did 
see 

And know ech other here belou’d to bee. 

Then wrong it were that any other twaine 
Should in loues gentle band combyned bee, 
But those whom heauen did at first ordaine, 
And made out of one mould the more t’agree : 
For all that like the beautie which they see, 
Streight do not loue ; for loue is not so light, 
As streight to burne at first beholders sight. 

But they which loue indcede, looke otherwise. 
With pure regard and spotlesse true intent. 
Drawing out of the obiect of their eyes, 

A more refyned forme, which they present 
Vnto their mind, voide of all blemishment ; 
Which it reducing to her first perfection, 
Beholdeth free from fleshes frayle infection. 

And then conforming it vnto the light, 

Which in it selfe it hath remaining still 
Of that first Suiine, yet sparckling in his sight, 
Thereof he fashions in his higher skill, 221 
An heauenly beautie to his fancies will. 

And it embracing in his mind entyre, 

The mirrour of his owne thought doth admyre. 

Which seemg now so inly faire to be, 

As outward it appeareth to the eye, 

And with his spirits proportion to agree, 

He then on fixeth all his fantasie, 

And fully setteth his felicitie, 


Counting it fairer, then it is indeede, 230 
And yet indeede her fairenesse doth exceede. 

For louers eyes more sharply sighted bee 
Then other mens, and in deare loues delight 
See more then any other eyes can see. 
Through mutuall receipt of beames bright, 
Which Carrie priuie message to the spright. 
And to their eyes that inmost faire display, 

As plaine as light discouers dawnmg day. 

Therein they see through amorous eye-glaunces, 
Armies of loues still flying too and fro, 240 
Which dart at them their litle fierie launces. 
Whom hauing wounded, backc againe they go, 
Carrying comjiassion to their louely foe ; 

Who seeing her faire eyes so sharpe effect. 
Cures all their sorrowes with one sweete aspect. 

In which how many wonders doe they reede 
To their conceipt, that others neuer see. 

Now of her smiles, with which their soules they 
feede, 

Like Gods with Nectar in their bankets free, 
Now of her lookes, which like to Cordials bee ; 
But when her words embassade forth she .sends, 
Lord how sweete musicke that vnto them lends. 

Sometimes vpon her forhead they behold 
A thousand Graces masking in delight, 
Sometimes within her eye-lids they vnfold 
Ten thousand sweet belgards, which to their 
sight 

Doe seeme like twinckling starres in frostic 
night : 

But on her lips, like rosy buds in May, 

So many millions of chaste pleasures play. 

All those, 0 Cylherea, and thousands more 260 
Thy handmaides be, which do on thee attend 
To dccke thy beautie with their dainties store, 
That may it more to mortall eyes commend, 
And make it more admyr’d of foe and frend : 
That in mens harts tnou mayst thy throne 
enstall 

And spred thy louely kingdome ouer all. 

Tlien lo tryurnph, 0 great beauties Queene, 
Aduance the banner of thy conquest hie, 

That all this world, the which thy vassals beene, 
May draw to thee, and with dew fealtie, 270 
Adore the powre of thy great Maiestie, 
Singing this Hymne in honour of thy name, 
Compyld by me, which thy poore lie^man am. 
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In lieu whereof graunt, 0 great Soueraine, And you faire Venus dearling, my deare dread, 
That she whose conquering beautie doth cap- Fresh flowre of grace, great Goddcsse of my life, 
tiue When your faire eyes these fearefull lines shal 

My trembling hart in her eternall chaine, read, 

One drop of grace at length will to me giue, Deigne to ’ct fall one drop of dew reliefe. 

That I her bounden thrall by her may hue, That may recure my harts long pyning griefc. 
And this same life, which first fro me she And shew what wondrous powre your beauty 
reaued, hath. 

May owe to her, of whom I it receaued. 280 That can restore a damned wight from death. 

FINIS 


AN HYMNE OF 
HEAVENLY 
LOVE. 


L Oue, lift me vp vpon thy golden wings, 
^From this base world vnto thy heauens 
bight. 

Where I may see those admirable things, 
Which there thou workest by thy soueraine 
might, 

Farre atwue feeble reach of earthly sight, 

That I thereof an heauenly Hymne may sing 
Vnto the god of Loue, high heauens king. 

Many lewd layes (ah woe is me the more) 

In praise of that mad fit, which fooles call 
loue, 

I haue in th’heat of youth made heretofore, 
That in light wits did loose affection moue. ii 
But all those follies now I do reprouc, 

And turned haue the tenor of my string, 

The heauenly prayses of true loue to sing. 

And ye that wont with greedy vaine desire 
To reade my fault, and wondnng at my flame, 
To warme your selues at my wide sparckling 
fire, 

Sith now that heat is quenched, quench my 
blame, 

And in her ashes shrowd my dying shame ; 
tor who my passed follies now pursewcs, 20 
Beginnes his owne, and my old fault rcnewes. 

B Efore this worlds great frame, in which al 
things 

Are now containd, found any being place 
Ere flitting Time could wag his eyas wings 
About that mightie bound, which doth embrace 
The rolling Spheres, and parts their houres by 
space. 

That high eternall powre, which now doth moue 
In all these things, mou'd in it selfe by loue. 


It lou’d it selfe, because it selfe was faire ; 
(hor faire is lou’d ;) and of it selfe begot 30 
Like to It selfe his eldest sonne and heire, 
Eternall, pure, and voide of sinfull blot. 

The firstling of his ioy, in whom no iot 
Of loues dislike, or pride was to be found, 
Whom he therefore with equall honour crownd. 

With him he raignd, before all time prescribed, 
In endlesse glorie and immortall might. 
Together with that third from them deriued, 
Most wise, most holy, most almightie Spright, 
Whose kingdomes throne no thought of earthly 
w‘gbt ,,0 

Can comprehend, much lesse my trembling verse 
With equall words can hope it to reherse. 

Yet 0 most blessed Spirit, pure lampe of light, 
Eternall spring of grace and wiscdome trew. 
Vouchsafe to shed into my barren spright, 
Some hide drop of thy celesliall dew, 

Tliat may my rymes with sweet infuse ernbrew, 
And glue me words equall vnto my thought. 
To tell the marueiles liy thy mercie wrought. 
Yet being pregnant still with powrefull grace, 
And full of fruitfull loue, that loues to get 51 
Things like himselfe, and to enlarge his race. 
His second brood though not in powre so great, 
Yet full ol beautie, next he did beget 
An infinite increase of Angels bright, 

All glistring glorious in their Makers light. 

To them the heauens illimitable hight, 

Not this round heauen, which we from hence behold, 
Adornd with thousand lamps of burning light, 
And with ten thousand gemmes of shyninggold. 
He gaue as their inheritance to hold, 61 
That they might serue him in eternall blis, 

And be partakers of those ioyes of his. 
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There they in their trinall triplicities 
About him wait, and on his will depend, 

Either with nimble wings to cut the skies, 
When he them on his messages doth send, 

Or on his owne dread presence to attend. 
Where they behold the glorie of his light. 

And enroll Hymnes of loue both day and night. 

Both day and night is vnto them all one, 71 
For he his beames doth still to them extend. 
That darknesse there appeareth neuer none, 

Ne hath their day, ne hath their blisse an end. 
But there their termelesse time in pleasure 
spend, 

Ne euer should their happinesse decay. 

Had not they dar’d their Lord to disobay. 

But pride impatient of long resting peace, 

Did puffe them vp with greedy bold ambition, 
That they gan cast their state how to increase 
Aboue the fortune of their first condition, 81 
And sit in Gods owne seat without commission: 
The brightest Angell, euen the Child of light. 
Drew nSUions more against their God to tight. 

Th’ Almighty seeing their so bold assay. 
Kindled the flame of his consuming yre, 

And with his onely breath them blew away 
From heauens hignt, to which they did aspyre. 
To deepest hell, and lake of damned fyre ; 
Where they in darknesse and dread horror 
dwell, 90 

Hating the happie light from which they fell. 

So that next off-spring of the Makers loue. 
Next to himselfe in glorious degree, 
Degendcring to hate, fell from aboue 
Through pride ; (for pride and loue may ill 
agree) 

And now of sinne to all ensample bee : 

How then can sinfull flesh it selfe assure, 

Sith purest Angels fell to be impure ? 

But that eternall fount of loue and grace. 

Still flowing forth his goodnesse vnto all, 100 
Now seemg left a waste and emptie place 
In his wyde Pallace, through those Anpls fall, 
Cast to supply the same, and to enstall 
A new vnknowen Colony therein, 

Whose root from earths base ground worke 
shold begin. 

Therefore of clay, base, vile, and next to nought, 
Yet form’d by wondrous skill, and by his might: 
According to an heauenly patterne wrought. 
Which he had fashiond in his wise foresight, 
He man did make, and breathd a lining spright 
Into his fi^e most beautifull and fa)n'e, iii 
Endewd with wisedomes riches, heauenly, rare. 


Such he him made, that he resemble might 
Himselfe, as mortall thing immortall could ; 
Him to be Lord of euery lining wight. 

He made by loue out of his owne like mould 
In whom he might his mightie selfe behould : 
For loue doth loue the thing belou’d to see, 
That like it selfe in louely shape may bee. 

But man forgetfull of his makers grace, 120 
No lesse then Angels, whom he did ensew, 
Fell from the hope of promist heauenly place, 
Into the mouth of death, to sinners dew. 

And all his off-spring into thraldome threw ; 
Where they for euer should in bonds remaine. 
Of neuer dead, yet euer dying paine. 

Till that great Lord of Loue, which him at first 
Made of meere loue, and after liked well. 
Seeing him lie like creature long accurst. 

In that deepe horror of despeyred hell, 130 
Him wretch in doole would let no lenger dwell, 
But cast out of that bondage to redeeme. 
And pay the price, all were his debt extreeme. 

Out of the bosome of eternall blisse, 

In which he reigned with his glorious syre. 

He downe descended, like a most demisse 
And abiect thrall, in fleshes fraile attyre. 
That he for him might pay sinnes deadly hyre, 
And him restore vnto that happie state. 

In which he stood before his haplesse fate. 140 

In flesh at first the guilt committed was, 
Therefore in flesh it must be satisfyde ; 

Nor spirit, nor Angell, though they man surpas. 
Could make amends to God for mans misguyde. 
But onely man himselfe, who selfe did slyde. 
So taking flesh of sacred virgins wombe, 

For mans deare sake he did a man become. 

And that most blessed bodie, which was borne 
Without all blemish or reprochfull blame. 

He freely gaue to be both rent and tome 150 
Of cruell hands, who with despightfull shame 
Reuyling him, that them most vile became, 

At lengtn him nayled on a gallow tree. 

And slew the iust, by most vniust decree. 

0 huge and most vnspeakeable impression 
Of loues deepe wound, that pierst the piteous 
hart 

Of that deare Lord with so entyre affection. 
And sharply launching euery inner part. 
Dolours of death into his soule did dart ; 
Doing him die, that neuer it deserued, 160 
To free his foes, that from his beast had 
swerued. 
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What hart caa fede )mst touch of so sore 
launch, 

Or thought can think depth of so deare 
wound ? ^ 

Whose bleeding sourse their streames yet neuer 
staunch, 

But stil do flow, and freshly still redound. 

To heale the sores of sinful! soules vnsound, 
And dense the guilt of ^t infected cryrae, 
Which was enrooted in all fleshly slyme. 

0 blessed well of loue, 0 floure of grace, 

0 glorious Morning starre, 0 lampe of light. 
Most liuely image of thy fathers face, 17 1 
Eternall King of glorie, Lord of might, 

Meeke lambe of God before all worlds behight, 
How can we thee requite for all this good ? 

Or what can prize that thy most predous blood? 

Yet nought thou ask’st in lieu of all this loue. 
But loue of vs for guerdon of thy paine. 

Ay me ; what can vs lesse then that behoue ? 
Had he required life of vs againe, 

Had it beenc wrong to aske hisowne withgaine ? 
He gaue vs life, he it restored lost ; 181 

Then life were least, that vs so litle cost. 

But he our life hath left vnto vs free, 

Free that was thrall, and blessed that was band; 
Ne ought demaunds, but that we louing bee, 
As he himselfe hath lou’d vs afore han^ 

And bound therto with an eternall band, 

Him first to loue, that vs so dearely bought. 
And next, our brethren to his image wrought. 

Him first to loue, great right and reason is, 
Who first to vs our life and being gaue ; 191 

And after when we fared had amisse, 

Vs wretches from the second death did saue ; 
And last the food of life, which now we haue, 
Euen himselfe in his deare sacrament. 

To feede our hungry soules vnto vs lent. 

Then next to loue our brethren, that were made 
Of that selfe mould,and that selfe makershand. 
That we, and to the same againe shall fade, 
Where they shall haue like heritage of land, 
How eucr here on higher steps we stand ; 201 
Which also were with selfe same price re- 
deemed 

That we, how eucr of vs light esteemed. 

And were they not, yet since that louing Lord 
Commaunded vs to loue them for his sake, 
Euen for his sake, and for his sacred word. 
Which in his last bequest he to vs spake, 

We should them loue, and with their needs 
por^; 

Knovi^ that whatsoere to them we giue. 

We giue to him, by whom we all doe Sue. 310 


Such mercy he by his most holy reede 
Vnto vs taught, and to approue it trew, 
Ensampled it by his most righteous dee^, 
ShcMong vs mercie, miserable crew. 

That we the like should to the wretches shew, 
And loue our brethren ; thereby to approue, 
How much himselfe that loucd vs, we loue. 

Then rouze thy selfe, 0 earth, out of thy soyle. 
In which thou wallowest like to filthy swyne 
And doest thy mynd in durty pleasures moyle, 
VnmindfuU of that dearest I^rd of thyne ; 221 
Lift vp to hmi thy heauie clouded eyne, 

That thou his soueraine bountie mayst ^hold, 
And read through loue his mercies manifold. 
Beginne from first, where he encradled was 
In simple cratch, wrapt in a wad of hay, 
Betweene the toylefuD Oxe and humble Asse, 
And in what rags, and in how base aray, 

Tlie glory of our heauenly riches lay, 229 
When him the silly Shephcards came to see. 
Whom greatest Princes sought on lowest knee. 

From thence reade on the storie of his life, 

His humble carriage, his vnfaulty waves. 

His cancred foes, his fights, his toyle, his strife, 
His paines, his ix)uertie, his sharpe assayes. 
Through which he past his miserable dayes, 
Offending none, and doing good to all, 

Yet being mahst both of great and small. 

And looke at last how of most wretched wi^ts, 
He taken was, betrayd, and false accused, 240 
How with most scornefull taunts, and f^ 
despights 

He was reuyld, disgrast, and foule abused. 
How scourgd, how crownd, how buffeted, how 
brused ; 

And lastly how twbtt robbers crucifyde. 

With bitter wounds through hands, through 
feet and syde. 

Tlien let thy flinty hart that feeles no paine, 
Empierced be with pittifull remorse, 

And let thv bowels bleede in euery vaine. 

At sight of his most sacred heauenly corse. 

So tome and mangled with malicious forse. 
And let thy some, whose sins his sorrows 
wrought, 251 

Melt into teares, and grone in grieued thought. 

With sencc whereof whilest so thy softened 
spirit 

Is inly toucht, and humbled with meeke zeale, 
Through meditation of his endlesse merit. 

Lift vp thy mind to th'author of thy weale. 
And to his soueraine mercie doe appeale ; 
Leame him to loue, that loued thee so deare, 
> And in thy breit his blessed haage beare. 259 
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With all thy hart, with all thy soule and 
mind, 

Thou must him loue, and his beheasts em- 
brace; 

All other loues, ynth which the world doth 
blind 

Wcake hmdes, and stirre vp affections base, 
Thou must renounce, and vtterly displace. 

And giue thy selfe vnto him full and free, 
That full and freely gaue himselfe to thee. 

Then shalt thou feele thy spirit so possest, 
And rauisht with deuouring great desire 
Of his deare selfe, that shall thy feeble brest 
Inflame with loue, and set thee all on fire 270 
With burning zcale, through euery part entire. 
That in no earthly thing thou shalt delight, 
But in his sweet and amiable sight. 


Thenceforth all worlds desire will m thee dye, 
And all earthes glorie on which men do gaze, 
Seeme durt and drosse in thy pure sighted eye, 
Compar’d to that celestiall beauties blaze, ’ 
Whose glorious beames all fleshly sense doth 
daze 

With admiration of their p^ing light. 
Blinding the eyes and lumining the spright. 

Then shall thy rauisht soule inspired bee 281 
With heauenly thoughts, farre aboue humane 
skil. 

And thy bright radiant eyes shall plainely see 
Th’Idee of his pure glorie, present still 
I Before thy face, that all thy spirits shall fill 
With sweete enragement of cefestiall loue, 

I Kindled through sight of those faire things 
I aboue. 


AN HYMNE OF 
HEAVENLY 
BEAVTIE. 


R Apt with the rage of mine own rauisht 
thought. 

Through contemplation of those goodly sights. 
And glorious images in heauen wrought. 

Whose wondrous beauty breathing sweet 
delights. 

Do kindle loue in high conceipted sprights : 

I faine to tell the things that I behold, 

But feele my wits to faile, and tongue to fold. 

Vouchsafe then, 0 thou most alraightie Spright, 
From whom all guifts of wit and knowledge 
flow. 

To sh^ into mv breast some sparkling light 
Of thine eternall Truth, that I may show ii 
Some litle beames to mortall eyes below, 

Of that iramortall beautie, there with thee. 
Which in my weake distraughted mynd I see. 

That with the glorie of so goodly sight, 

The hearts of men, which fondly here admyre 
Faire seeming shewes,andfeedon vaine delight, 
Transported with celestiall desyre 
Of thosq toe formes, may lift themselues vp 
hyer, 19 

And learne to loue with zealous humble dewty 
Th’etemall fountaine of that heauenly beauty. 


Beginning then below, with th’easie vew 
Of this t^e world, subiect to fleshly eye. 
From thence to mount aloft by order dew, 

To contemplation of th’immortall sky. 

Of the soare faulcon so I leame to fly, 

That flags awhile her fluttering wings beneath, 
Till she her selfe for stronger flight can breath. 

Then looke who list, thy gazefull eyes to feed 
With sight of that is faire, looke on the frame 
Of this wyde vniuerse, and therein reed 31 
The endlesse kinds of creatures, which by name 
Thou canst not count, much lesse their natures 
aime ; 

All which are made with wondrous wise respect, 
And all with admirable beautie deckt. 

First th’Earth, on adamantine pillers founded, 
Amid the Sea engirt with brasen bands ; 
Then th’Aire still flitting, but yet firmely 
bounded 

On euerie side, with pyles of flamirig brands, 
Neuer consum’d nor quencht with mortal! 
hands ; 

And last, that mightie shining christall wall, 
Wherewith he hath encompaswd this AH. 
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^ new whereof, it plainly may appeare, 
That stOl as euery thing ioth ^wird tend, 
And further is from earth, so still more cleare 
And faire it groweSf till to his perfect end 
Of purest bnutie, it at last ascend : 

Ayre more then water, fire much more then ayre, 
And heauen then hre appeares more pure and 
fayre. 

Looke thou no further, but affixe thine eve 50 
On that bright shynie round still mouing Masse, 
The house of bles^ Gods, which men pdl Skye, 
All sowd with glistring stars more thicke then 
grasse, 

Whereof each other doth in brightnesse passe ; 
But those two most, which ruling night and day, 
As King and Queene, the heauens ^pire sway. 

And tell me then,, what hast thou euer seene. 
That to their beautie may compared bee. 

Or can the sight that is most sharpe and keene, 
Endure their Captains flaming head to see ? 60 
How much lesse those, much higher in degree, 
And so much fairer, and much more then these, 
As these are fairer then the land and seas ? 

For farre aboue these heauens which here we see. 
Be others farre exceeding these in light, 

Not bounded, not corrupt, as these same bee, 
But infinite in largenesse and in bight, 
Vnmouing, vncorrupt, and spotlesse bright, 
That neea no Sunne t’illuminate their spheres, 
But their owne natiue light farre passing theirs. 

And as these heauens still by degrees arize, 71 
Vntill they come to their first Mouers bound, 
That in his mightie compasse doth comprize, 
And Carrie all the rest with him around, 

So those likewise doe by degrees redound. 

And rise more faire, till they at last ariue 
To the most faire, whereto they all do striue. 

Faire is the heauen, where happy soules haue 
place. 

Id full enioyxnent of felicitie, 

Whence they doe still behold the glorious face 
Of the diuine eternall Maiestie ; 81 

More faire is that, where those Idees on hie, 
Enraunged be, which Plato so admyred. 

And pure Inidligences from God inspyred. 

Yet fairer is that heauen, iii which doe raine 
The soueraine Pomes and r^htie PoUntaUs, 
Which in their high protections doe ooDtaine 
All mortall Princes, and imperiall States ; 

And fayrer yet, whereas the royall Seates 
And heauemy Dominations are set, 90 

From whom aU earthly gouemanoe is fet 


M 

Yet hirre more faire be those bright Cksrubms, 
Which all with golden wings are ouerdight, 
And those eternall burning Seraphins, 

Which from their faces dart out fierie light ; 
Yetfairer then they both, and much more bright 
Be th’ Angels and Archangels, which attend 
On Gods owne person, without rest or end. 

These thus in faire each other farre excelling, 
As to the Highest they approch more neare, 
Yet is that Highest f^re beyond all telling, 
Fairer then all the rest whicn there appeare, 
Though all their beauties ioynd together were ' 
How then can mortall tongue hope to expresse, 
The image of such endlesse perfectnesse ? 

Cease then my tongue, and lend vnto my mynd 
Leaue to bethinke how great that beautie is. 
Whose vtmost parts so beautifull I fynd : 

How much more those essentiall parts of his, 
His truth, his loue, his wisedome, and his blis. 
His grace, his doome, his mercy and his might, 
By which he lends vs of himselfe a sight. 

Those vnto all he daily doth display, 

And shew himselfe in th’ image of his grace, 

As in a looking glasse, through which he may 
Be seene, of aU his creatures vile and base, 
That are vnable else to see his face. 

His glorious face which glistereth else so bright , 
That th’ Angels selues can not endure his sight. 

But we fraile wights, whose sight cannot sus* 
taine 130 

The Suns bright beames, when he on vs doth 
shyne, 

But that their points rebutted backc againe 
Are duld, how can we see with feeble eyne, 
The glory of that Maiestie diuine. 

In sight of whom both Sun and Moone are 
darke, 

Compart to his least resplendent sparke ? 

The meanes therefore which vnto vs is lent, 
Him to behold, is on his workes to looke, 
Which he hath made m beauty excellent, 

And in the same, as in a brasen booke, 130 
To reade cnregistred in euery nooke 
I His goodnesse, which his beautie doth declare. 
For all thats good, is beautifull and fairt. 

Thence gathering plumes of perfect speculation, 
To impe the wings of thy high flying mynd, 
Mount vpaloftthroughheauenly contempiatioii, 
From this darke world, whose damps the solole 
doblynd, 

And lilm the natiue brood of Eagles kynd, 

On that bright Sunne of glorie thme eyes, 
Clear’d from groise mists of fraile infinnitica. 
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Humbled with feare and awful! reuerence, 141 
Before the footestoole of his Maiestie,, 

Throw thy selfe downe with trembling mno- 
cence, 

Ne dare looke vp with corruptible eye 
On the dred face of that great Deity y 
For feare, lest if he chaunce to looke on thee, 
Thou turne to nought,and quite confounded be. 
But lowly fall before his mercie seate, 

Qose couered with the Lambes integrity, 149 
From the iust wrath of his auengefdl threate. 
That sits vpon the righteous throne on hy : 

His throne is built vpon Eternity, 

More firme and durable then Steele or brasse. 
Or the hard diamond, which them both doth 
passe. 

His scepter is the rod of Righteousnesse, 

With which he bruseth all his foes to dust. 

And the great Dragon strongly doth represse, 
Vnder the rigour of his iudgement iust ; 

His seate is Truth, to which the faithful! trust ; 
From whence procmi her beames so pure and 
bright, 160 

That all about him sheddeth glorious light. 
Light farreexceedingthat bright blazingsparke, 
Which darted is from Titans flaming head. 
That with his beames eniumineth the darke 
And dampish aire, wherby al things are red : 
Whose nature yet so much is maruelled 
Of mortal! wits, that it doth much amaze 
The greatest wisards, which thereon do gaze. 
But that immortall light which there doth shine. 
Is many thousand times more bright, more 
cleare, 170 

More excellent, more glorious, more diuine, 
Through which to God all mortall actions here, 
And euen the thoughts of men, do plaine 
appeare 

For hrom th’etemall Truth it doth proceed, 
Through heauenly vertue, which her beames 
doe breed. 

With the great glorie of that wondrous light, 
His throne is all encompassed around. 

And hid m his owne brightnesse from the sight 
Of all that looke thereon with eyes vnsound : 
Andjmderneath his feet are to ht found 180 
Thuwr, an4 lightni^, and tempestuous fyre, 
T^ Instraments hk auenging yre. 

Thtre in his bolome Sapience doth sit, 

The soueraine dearling of the Deity, 

Clad like a Queene in royall robes, most fit 
For so great powre and j^relesse maiesty. 
And all with gemmes and iewels gorgeously 
Adornd, that brighter then the starres appeare, 
And make her natiuebrightnes seem more cleare. 


And on her head a crowne of purest gold jaq 
I s set, in signe of highest soueraignty, ^ 
And in her hand a scepter she doth hold, 
With which she rules the house of God on hy, 
And menageth the euer-mouing sky, * 
And in the same these lower creatures all, 
Subiected to her powre imperiall. 

Both heauen and earth obey vnto her will, 
And all the creatures which they bothcontaine i 
For of her fulnesse which the world doth fill, 
They all partake, and do in state remaine, 200 
As their great M^er did at first ordaine, 
Through obseruation of her high beheast, 

By which they first were made, and still in- 
creast. 

The fairenesse of her face no tongue can teU, 
For she the daughters of all wemens race, 
And Angels eke, in beautie doth excell, 
Sparkled on her from Gods owne glorious face, 
And more increast by her owne goodly grace, 
That it doth farre exceed all humane thought, 
Ne can on earth compared be to ought. 210 

Ne could that Painter (had he liued yet) 
Which pictured Venus with so curious quill, 
'Diat all posteritie admyred it, 

Haue purtrayd this, for all his maistring skill; 
Ne she her selfe, had she remained still, 

And were as faire, as fabling wits do fayne, 
Could once come neare this beauty soueraync. 

But had those wits the wonders of their dayes 
Or that sweete Teian Poet which did spend 
His plenteous vaine in setting forth her prayse, 
Scene but a glims of this, which I pretend, 
How wondrously would he her face commend, 
Aboue that Idole of his fayning thought, 
That all the world shold with his rimes be 
fraught ? 

How then dare I, the nouice of his Art, 
Presume to picture so diuine a wight, 

Or hope t’expresse her least perfections part, 
Whose beautie fiUes the heaucns with her light, 
And darkes the earth with shadow of her si^ht.'' 
Ah gentle Muse thou art too weake and faint, 
The pourtraict of so heauenly hew to paint 

Let Angels which her goodly face behold 
And see at will, her soueraigne praises sing, 
And those most sacred mysteries vnfold, 

Of that faire loue of mightie heauens king. 
Enough is me t’admyre so heauenly thing. 
And being thus with her hu^ loue possest, 

In th'only wonder of her seue to rest 
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But who 80 may, thrise huppie mao Ijitm hdd, 
Of all on earth, whom God & mudi doth graces 
And lets his owne Beloued to behold : 341 

For in the view of her celestiall face, 

All ioy, all blisse, aU happinesse haue place, 

Ne ought on earth can want vnto the wight, 
Who of her selfe can^win the wishfull sight. 

For she out of her secret threasury, 

Plentie of riches forth on him will powre, 

Euen heauenly riches, which there hidden ly 
Within the d^t of hejf chastest bowre, 
Th’eterhall portion of her precious dowre, 250 
Which mighty God hath giuen to her free, 

And to all those which thereof worthy bee. 

None thereof worthy be, but those whom shec 
Vouchsafeth to her presence to receaue. 

And letteth them her louely face to see, 

Wherof such wondrous pleasures they conceaue. 
And swccte contentment, that it doth bereaue 
Their soule of sense, through infinite delight. 
And them transport from flesh into the spright. 

In which they see such admirable things, 260 
As carries them into an extasy. 

And heare such heauenly notes, and carolings, 
Of Gods high praise, that filles the brasen sky. 
And feele such ioy and pleasure inwardly. 

That maketh them all worldly cares forget. 
And onely thinke on that before them set. 

Ne from thenceforth doth any fleshly sense. 

Or idle thought of earthly things remaine : 

But all that earst seemd sweet, seemes now 
offense, 269 

And all that pleased earst, now seemes to paine. 
Their ioy, theircomfort, their desire, their gaine. 
Is fixed all on that which now they see. 

All other sights but fayned shadowes bee 
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And that faire lampe, which vseth to enflame 
The hearts of men with selfe consuming ^re, 
Thenceforth seemes fowle, and full of sinful! 
blame ; 

And all that pompe, to which proud minds 
aspyre 

By name of honor, and so much desyre, 
S^mes to them ba^esse, and all riches drosse. 
And all mirth sadnesse, and all lucre losse. 280 

So full their eyes are of that glorious sight. 
And senses fraught with such satietie. 

That in nought else on earth they can de- 
light, 

But in th’aspect of that felicitie. 

Which they haue written in their inward ey ; 
On which they feed, and in their fastened 
mynd 

All happie ioy and full contentment fynd. 

Ah then my hungry soule, which long hast fed 
On idle fancies of thy foolish thought, 289 
And with false beauties flattring bait misled. 
Hast after vaine deceiptfull shadowes sought. 
Which all are fled, and now haue left thee 
nought. 

But late repentance through thy follies prief ; 
Ah ceasse to gaze on matter of thy grief. 

And looke at last vp to that soueraine light. 
From whose pure beams al perfect beauty 
springs, 

That kindleth loue in euery godly spright, 
Euen the loue of God, which loathing brings 
Of this vile world, and these gay seeming 
things; 

With whose sweete pleasures being so possest. 
Thy straying thoughts henceforth for euer 
rest 301 
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Primed (oWVtlkam tcnjonhjfi, 


Prothalamion. 


C Alme was the day, and through the trem- 
bling ayre, 

Sweete breathing Zephyrus did softly play 
K gentle spurit, that lightly did delay 
Hotr itans beames , which then did glyster fay re : 
When I whom sullein care, 

Through discontent of my long fruitlesse stay 
In Princes Court, and expectation vayne 
Of idle hopes, which still doe fly away, 

Like empty shaddowes, did aflict my braync, 
Walkt forth to ease my payne lo 

Along the shoare of siluer streaming Themtnes, 
Whose nitty Bancke, the which his Riuer hemmes, 
Was paynted all with variable flowers, 
Andallthe meadesadorndwithdaintiegemmes. 
Fit to decke maydens bowres. 

And crowne their Paramours, 

Against the Brydale day, which is not long : | 

Sweete Themmes runne softly, till I end my 
Song. 

2 

There, in a Meadow, by the Riuers side, 

A Flocke of Nymphes I chaunced to espy, 20 
All loucly Daughters of the Flood thereby, j 
With goodly greenish locks all loose vntyde, 

As each had bene a Brydc, 

And each one had a little wicker basket, 

Made of fine twigs entrayled curiously, 

In which they gathered flowers to fill their flasket : 
And with fine Fingers, cropt full feateously | 
The tender stalkes on hye. 

Of euery sort, which in that Meadow grew, 1 
They gathered some ; the Violet pallid blew, j 
The little Dazie, that at euening closes, 31 ’ 
The virgin Lillie, and the Primrose trew. 

With store of vermeil Roses, 

To decke their Bridegromes posies, 

\gainst the Brydale day, which was not long : 
Sweete Themmes runne softly, till I end my 
Song. 

With that, I saw two ^wannes of goodly hewe. 
Come softly swimming downe along the Lee ; 
Two fairer Birds I yet did neuer see : 

The snow which doth the top of Pindus strew, 
Did neuer whiter shew, 41 

Nor hue himselfe when he a Swan would be 
For loue of Leda^ whiter did appeare : 

Yet Leda was they say as white as he, 

Yet not so white as these, nor nothing nearc ; 
So purely white they were. 

That euen the gentle streame, the which them 
bare. 


Seem’d foule to them, andbad his billowes spare 
To wet their silken feathers, least they might 
Soyle their fayre plumes with water notso fayra 
And marre their beauties bright, 51 

That shone as heauens light. 

Against their Brydale day, which was not long: 
Sweete Themmes runne softly, till I end my 
Song. 

4 

Eftsoones the Nymphes, which now had 
Flowers their fill, 

Ran all m haste, to see that siluer brood. 

As they came floating on the Chnstal Flood. 
Whom when they sa we, they stood amazed still, 
Their wondring eyes to fill, 59 

Them seem’d tliey neuer saw a sight so fayre. 
Of Fowles so lonely, that they sure did deerne 
I'lum heaucnly borne, or to be that same |)ayre 
Which through the Skic draw Venus siluer 
Tceme, 

For sure they did not sceme 
To be begot of any earthly Seede, 

But rather Angels or of Angels breede : 

Yet were they bred of Somers-heat they say, 
insweetest Season, when each Flower and weede 
The earth did fresh aray. 

So fresh they seem’d as day, 70 

Euen as their Brydale day, which was not long : 
Sweete Themmes runne softly, till I end my 
Song. 

5 

Then forth they all out of their baskets drew. 
Great store of Flowers, the honour of the field, 
'Hiat to the sense did fragrant odours yeild, 
All which v[)on those goodly Birds they threw, 
And all the Wanes did strew. 

That like old Peneus Waters they did seeme, 
When downe along by pleasant Tempes shore 
Scattred with Flowrcs, through Thessaly they 
streeme, 80 

That they appeare through Lillies plenteousstore. 

Like a Brydes Chamber flore : 

Two of those Nymphes, meane while, two Gar- 
lands bound, 

Of freshest Flowrcs which in that Mead they 
found, 

The which presenting all in trim Array, 

Their snowie Foreheads therewithaU they 
crownd, 

WhiTst one did sing this Lay, 

I Prepar’d a^inst that Day, 

Against their Brydale day, which was not long: 
Sweete Themmes runne softly, till I end my 
Song. 90 
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Ye gentle Birdes, the worlds faire ornament, 
And heauens glorie, whom this happie hower 
Doth leade vnto your louers blisfull bower, 
loy may you haue and gentle hearts content 
of your loucs couplement : 

And let faire Venus, that is Queene of loue, 
With her heart-quelling Sonne vpon you smile, 
Wliose smile they say, hath vertue to remoue 
All Loues disUke, and friendships faultie guile 
For euer to assoile. loo 

Let endlesse Peace your steadfast heartsaccord, 
And blessed Plentie wait vpon your bord, 

And let your bed with pleasures chast abound. 
That fruitful! issue may to you afford, 

Which may your foes confound, 

And make your ioyes redound, 

Vpon your Brydale day, which is not long : 
Sweete Thmmes run softlie, till I end my 
Song. 

7 

So ended she ; and all the rest around 
To her redoubled that her vndersong, no 
Which said, their bridale daye should not be 
long. 

And gentle Eccho from the neighbour ground, 
Their accents did resound. 

So forth those ioyous Birdes did passe along, 
Adowne the Lee, that to them murmurde low, 
As he would speake, but that he lackt a tong 
Yeat did by signes his glad affection show. 
Making his streame run slow. 

And aU the foule which in his flood did dwell 
Gan flock about these twaine, that did excell 
The rest, so far, as Cynthia doth shend i3i 
The lesser starres. So they enranged well. 

Did on those two attend, 

And their best seruice lend. 

Against their wedding day, which was not long: 
Sweete Thmmes run softly, till I end my song. 

8 

At length they all to mery London came, 

To mery London, my most kyndly Nurse, 
That to me gaue this Lifes first natiue sourse : 
Though from another place 1 take my name. 
An house of aundent fame. 131 

There when they came, whereas those bricky 
towes, 

ThewHichon TA^mm^^brodeagedbackedoeryde, 
Where now the studious Lawyers haue their 
bowers 

There whylome wont the Templcr Knights to 
byde, 

Tip they decayd through pride : 


Next whereunto there standes a stately place 
Where oft I gayned giftes and goodly grace * 
Of that greatLord, which therein wont to dwell 
Whose want too well now feeles my freendies 
case: 

But Ah here fits not well 
Olde woes but ioyes to fell 
Against the bridge daye, which is not long : 
Sweete Thmmes runne softly, till I end my 
Song. 

9 

Yet therein now doth lodge a noble Peer, 
Great Englands glory and the Worlds wide 
wonder, 

Whose dreadful! name, late through all Spaine 
did thunder. 

And Hercules two pillors standing neere. 

Did make to quake and feare : 149 

Faire branch of Honor, flower of Cheualrie, 
That fiUest England with thy triumphs fame, 
loy haue thou of thy noble victorie, 

And endlesse happinesse of thine owne name 
That promiseth the same : 

That through thy prowesse and victorious armes, 
Thy country may be freed from forraine harmes ; 
And great EUsaes glorious name may ring 
Through al the world, fil’d with thy wide Al^mes, 
Which some braue muse may sing 
To ages following, 160 

Vpon the Brydale day, which is not long : 
Sweete Themmes runne softly, till I end my 
Song. 

10 ; 

From those high Towers, this noble Lord issu- j 
Ing, , j 

Like Radiant Hesper when his golden hayre | 
In Ocean billowes he hath Bathed fayre, | 
Descended to the Riuers open vewing, 1 
With a great traine ensuing. j 

Aboue the rest were goodly to bee scene j 

Two gentle Knights of louely face and feature j 
Beseeming well the bower of anie Queene, i]o ' 
With gifts of wit and ornaments 01 nature, 

Fit for so goodly stature : 

That like the twins of loue they seem’d in sight, 
Which decke the Bauldricke of the Heauens 
bright. ^ 

They two forth pacing to the Riuers side* 
Recciued those two faire Brides, their Loue* 
delight. 

Which at th’appointed tyde, j 

Each one did make his wyde, 

Against their Brydale day, which is not long* 
Sweete Themmes runne softly, till 1 end 
Song. 


FINIS. 



MISCELLANEOVS SONNETS. 


I 


To the right worshipfull my singvdar good Frend, 
M. Gabrieli Haruey, Doctor of the Lawes. 


H Aruey, the happy aboue happiest men, 

I read ; that, sitting like a looker-on 
Of this worldes stage, doest note, with critique 


pen. 

The sharpe dislikes of each condition ; 

And, as one carelesse of suspition, 

Ne fawnest for the fauour of the great, 

Ne fearest foolish reprehension 

Of faulty men, which daunger to thee threat : 

But freely doest of what thee list entreat. 


Like a great lord of peerelesse liberty ; 

Lifting tlie good up to high Honours seat, 
And the euiJl damning cuermore to dv ; 

For Life, and Death, is in thy doomefull 
writing 1 

So thy renowme hues euer by endighting. 
Dublin, this xviij. of July, 1586. 

Your deuotcd frend during life, 
Edmvnd Spencer. 


II 

Prefixed to Nennioy or A Treatise of 
Nobility^ &c. 


W Ho sowil seeke by right deserts t’attaine, 
Vnto the type of true Nobility, 

And not by painted shewes and titles vaine, 
Deriued farre from famous Auncestrie ; 
Behold them both in their right visnomy 
Here truly pourtrayt, as they ought to be, 
And striuing both for termes of dignitie. 

To be aduanced highest in degree. 


And, when thou doost with equall insight see 
The ods twixt both, of both them deem aright, 
And chuse the better of them both to thee : 
But thanks to him that it deserues, behight *, 
To Nenna first, that first this worke created. 
And next to Jones, that truely it translated. 

Ed. Spenser. 


Ill 


Upon the Historic of George Castriot, alias Scanderbeg, 
king of the Epirots, translated into English. 


W Herefore doth vaine antiquitie ro vaunt 
Her ancient monuments of mightie ^res. 
And old Heroes, which their world did daunt 
With their great deedes, and fild their childrens 
cares? 

Who, rapt with wonder of their famous praise, 
Admire their statues, their Colossoes great, 
Their rich triumphall Ardcs which they did 
raise. 


Their huge Pyramids, which do heauen threat. 
Lo one, whom later age hath brought to light, 
Matchable to the greatest of thoM great ; 
Great both by name, and great in power and 
might. 

And meriting a mecre tnumphant seate. 

The scourge of Turkes, ana plague of infidek, 
Thy acts, O Scanderbeg, this volume tels. 

Ed. Spensbe 
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IV 

Prefixed to 7 he Commonwealth and Government of 
V enice. 


T He antique Babel, Empresse of the East, 
Vpreard her buildinges to the threatned 
skie : 

And second Babeil, tyrant of the West, 

Her ayry Towers upraised much more high. 
But with the weight of their own surquedry, 
They both are fallen, that all the earth did 
feare, 

And buried now in their own ashes ly. 


Yet shewing by their heapes how great they 
were. 

But in their place doth now a third appeare, 
Fayre Venice, flower of the last worlds delight, 
And next to them in beauty draweth neare, 
Bat farre exceedes in policie of right. 

Yet not so fayre her buildinges to behold 
As Lewkenors stile that hath her beautie told. 

Edm. Spencer. 
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Epigrams. 


JDEing one day at my window all alone, 

JlJ So many strange things hapned me to see, 
As much it grieueth me to thinke thereon. 

At my right hande, a Hinde appear de to me. 

So jaire as moughi the greatest God delite : 

Two egre Dogs dyd hir pursue in chace. 

Of which the one was black, the other white. 

With deadly force so in their cruell race 
They pinchte the haunches of this gentle beast. 
That at the last, and in shorte time, I spied, 
Vnder a rocke, where she (alas) opprest. 

Fell to the grounde, and there vntimely dide. 
Cruell deaSi vanquishing so noble beautie. 

Oft makes me waile so horde a destinie. 

A Fter at Sea a tall Ship dyd appere. 

Made all of Heben and white luorie, 

The sailes of Golde, of Silke the tackle were : 
Mtlde was the winde, calme seemed the sea to be : 
The Skie eche where did shew full bright and fatre. 
With riche treasures this gay ship fraighted was. 
But sodaine storme did so turmoyle the aire. 
And tombled vp the sea, that she, alas. 

Stroke on a rocke that vnder water lay, 

0 great misjortune, 0 great griefe, 1 say. 

Thus in one moment to see lost and drownde 
So great riches, as lyke can not be founde. 

7 '^Hen heauenly branches did 1 see arise. 

Out of a fresh and lusty Laurell tree 
Amidde the yong grene wood. OJ Paradise 
Some noble plant 1 thought my selfe to see, 
Suche store of birdes therein yshrouded were, 
Chaunting in shade their sundry melodie. 

My sprites were rauisht with these pleasures there. 
While on this Laurell fixed was mine eye. 

The Skie gan euery where to ouercast. 

And darkwd was the welkin all aboute. 

When sodaine flash of heauens fire outbrast. 
And rent this royall tree quite by the roote. 
Which makes me much and euer to complaine. 
For no such shadow shot be had againe. 


TJ71thin this wood, out of the rocke did rise 
rr A Spring of water mildely romblyng dome. 
Whereto approched not in any wise 
The homely Shepherde, nor the ruder doune, 

But many Muses, and the Nymphes withall. 
That sweetely in accorde did tune their voice 
Vnto the gentle sounding of the waters fall. 

The sight wherof dyd make my heart reioyce. 
But while I toke herein my chief e delight, 

1 sawe (alas) the gaping earth deuoure 

The Spring, the place, and all cleane out of sight, 

Whiche yet agreues my heart euen to this houre. 

/ Saw a Phoenix in the wood alone. 

With purple wings and crest of golden hew, 
Straunge birde he was, wherby I thought anone, 
That of some heauenly wight I had the vew : 
Vntill he came vnto (he broken tree 
And to the spring that late deuoured was. 

What say 1 more ? Eche thing at length we see 
Doth passe away : the Phoenix there, alas. 
Spying the tree destroyde, the water dride. 
Himself e smote with his beake, as in disdaine, 
And so forthwith in great despite he dtde. 

For pitie and loue my heart yet bumes in paine, 

A T last so faire a Ladie did I spie, 

That in thinking on hir 1 burne and quake^ 
On herbes and fioures she miked pensiuely. 
Milde, but yet loue she proudely did forsake. 
White seemed htr robes, yet wouen so they were. 
As snowe and golde together had bene wrought. 
Aboue the waste a darke cloude shrouded hir, 

A stinging Serpent by the heele hir caught. 
Wherewith she languisht as the gathered fioure ' 
And well assurde she mounted vp to joy. 

Alas in earth so nothing doth endure 
But bitter griefe that do the our hearts anoy. 
J\/fy -Song thus now in thy Conclusions, 

1 yji Say boldly that these same six visions 
Do yelde vnto thy lorde a sweete request. 

Ere it be long within the earth to rest. 


Sonets. 



Doth drowne in the forgetfulnesse of slepe, 

The carefull trauailes of the fainefull day : 
Then did a ghost appeare before mine eyes 
On that ^cat riuers banke ^t runnes by Rome, 
And eamng me then by my fropre name. 


He bade me vpwarde vnto heauen looke. 

He cride to me, and loe (quod he) beholde. 
What vnder this great Temple is containde, 
Loe all is nought but flying vanitie. 

So I knowing the worldes vnstedfastnesse, 
Sith onely God surmountes the force of tyme. 
In God (done do stay my corfid^e. 
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a N MUt a frame an hundred cubiies kU 
I sawct an hundred f^s eke abouit 
All of foie Dianumt decking the froni, 
Andfashmd were iheykUin Dorike wise. 

Of brieke, ne yet of marble was the wallf 
Bui shining Christallf u^ich from top to base 
Out of deete vaute threw forth a thousand rayes 
Vpon an hundred steps ^ purest golde, 

Golde was the parget : and the sielyng eke 
Did shine all scaly with fine golden plates. 

The Jloore was laspiSf awi 0 / Emeraude, 

0 worldes vainenesse. A sodein earthquake be^ 
Shaking the hill euen from the bottome deepe, 
Threwe downe this building to the lowest stone, 

'T^Hen did appease bmea sharped spire 
J- Of diamant, ten feete eche way in squaref 
lastly proportionde vp onto his height^ 

So hie as mought an Archer reache wUh sight, 
Vpon the top therof was set a pot 
Made of the meitall that we honour most. 

And in this golden vessell couched were 
The ashes of 2 mightie Emperour. 

Vpon foure comers of the base there by 
To beare the frame, foure great Lions of golde. 

A wortkie tombe for such a worthie corps, 

AlaSf nought in this worlde but griefe endures 
A sodaine tempest from the heauen, 1 saw, 

With flushe stroke downe this noble monument, 

J Saw raisde vp on pillers of luorie, 

1 Whereof the bases were of richest golde, 

The chapters Alabaster, Clmstall frises. 

The double froni of a triumphall arke. 

On eche side porlratde was a victorie. 

With golden wings in habile of a Nymph, 

And set on hie vpon triumphing chaire, 

The auncient glorie of the Romane lordes. 

The worke did shewe it selfe not wrought by man, 
But rather made by his owne skilfuU hande 
That forgeth thunder dartes for loue his sire. 
Let me no more see faire thing vnder heauen, 
Sith 1 haue seene so faire a thing as this, 

With sodaine falling broken all to dust. 


'TBtn 1 behelde the faire Dodonbn tree, 

J- Vpon seuen killes throw forth kis gladsome 


shade. 

And Conquerers bedecked with his leaues 
Along the bankes of the Italbn streame. 
There many auncient Tropkees were erect, 
Many a spoile, and many goodly signes. 
To shewe the greatnesse of the stately race. 
That erst descended from the Troian bloud. 


Rauiskt 1 was to see so rare a thing, 

When barbarous villaines in disordred heape, 
Outraged the honour of these noble bowes, 

1 hearde the tronke to gfme vnder the wedge. 
And since 1 saw the roote in hie disdaint 
Sends forth againe a twinne of forked trees. 


/ Saw the birde that dares beholde the Sutme, 
With feeble flight venture to mount to heautn. 
By more and more she gan to trust hir wings, 
Still folowing th' example of hir damme : 

I saw hir rise, and with a brger flight 
Surmount the toppes euen of the hiest hilles, 
And pierce the cbudes, and with hir wings to reache 
The place where is the temple of the Gods, 

There was she bst, and sodenly I saw 
Where iombling through the aire in lom^ of firSf 
All flaming downe she fell vpon the pbine. 

I saw hir bodie turned all to dust, 

And saw the foule that shunnes the cherefuU light 
Out of hir ashes as a worme arise. 


7 Tien all asionned with this nightly ghost, 

I saw an hideous body big and strong. 

Long was his beard, and side did hang his hair, 
A grisly forehed and Satumelike face. 

Leaning against the belly of a pot 
He shed a water, whose outgushing streame 
Ran flowing all along the creekie shoare 
Where once the Troyan Duke with Turnus fought. 
And at his feete a bitch Wolfe did giue sucke 
To two yong babes. In his right hand he bare 
The tree of peace, in left the conquering Palme, 
His head was garmsht with the Laurel bow. 
Then sodenly the Palme and Oliue fell, 

And faire greene Laurel witherd vp and dide. 


TTArd ^ a riuers side, a wailing Nimphe, 
xjL Folding hir armes with thousand stghs to 
heauen 

Did tune hir plaint to falling riuers sound, 
Renting hir faire visage and golden haire, 

Where is (quod she) this whtUmu honored face f 
Where is thy glory and the auncient praise, 
Where all worldes hap was reposed. 

When erst of Gods and man I worshipl was t 
Alas, suffisde it not that ciuile bate 
Made me the spoile and bootie of the world 
But this new Hydra mete to be assailde 
Euen by an hundred such as Hercules, 

With seuen springing heds of monstrous crimes, 

So many Heroes and Caligmies 

Musi sml bring forth to ride this croked shore. 
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r ^Pon a hill 1 saw a kindled flames 
y Mounting like wanes with triple point to 
heaueUf 


Which of incense of precious Ceder tree 
With Balmelike odor did perfume the aire. 

A bird all white, well fetherd on htr wtnges 
Hereout did Jlie vp to the throne of Gods, 

And singing with most plesant melodie 
She climbed vp to heauen in the smoke. 

Of this f aire fire the f aire dispersed rayes 
Threw forth abrode a thousand shining leames, 
When sodain dropping of a golden shoure 
Gan quench the glystering flame. 0 greuous 
chaungel 

Thai which erstwhile so pleasaunt scent did yelde. 
Of Sulphure now did breathe corrupted smel. 


J Saw a fresh spring rise out of a rocke, 

1 Clere as Christall against the Sunny beames, 
The bottome yellow It^ the shining land. 

That golden Pactol driues vpon the plaine. 

It seemed that arte and nature striued to ioyne 
There in one place all pleasures of the eye. 

There was to heare a noise alluring slepe 
Of many accordes more swete than Mermaids 
song, 

The scales and benches shone as luorie, 

An hundred Nymphes sate side by side about, 
When from nie hilles a naked rout of Faunes 
With hideous cry assembled on the place. 

Which with their feete vncleane die water fouled. 
Threw down the seats, and droue the Nimphs to 
flight. 


A T length, euen at the time when Morpheus 
JLx Most iruely doth appeare vnlo our eyes, 
Wearie to see th' inconstance of the heauens : 

I saw the peal Typhceus sister come, 

Hir head full brauely with a morian armed, 

In maiestie she seemde to matche the Gods. 

And on the shore, horde by a violent slreame. 
She raisde a Trophee ouer all the worlde. 

An hundred vanquisht kings gronde at hir feete, 
Their armes in shamefidl wise bounde at their 
backes. 

While I was with so dreadfull sight afrayde, 

I saw the heauens warre against hir tho, 

And seing hir striken fall with clap of thunder, 
With so great noyse 1 start in sodaine wonder. 


/ Saw an vgly beast come from the sea. 

That seuen heads, ten crounes, ten homes did 
beare, 

Hauing theron the vile blaspheming name. 

The cruell Leopard she resiled much : 

Feete of a beare, a Lions throte she had. 


The mightie Dragon gaue to hir his power. 

One of hir heads yet there 1 did espie. 

Still freshly bleeding of a grieuous wounde. 

One cride aloude. What one is like (quod he) 
This honoured Dragon, or may him witkstande f 
And then came from the sea a sauage beast. 
With Dragons speche, and shewde his force by fire, 
With wondrous signes /: make all wights adore 
The beast, in setting oj nir image vp. 

/ Saw a Woman sitting on a beast 
Before mine eyes, of Orenge colour hew : 
Horrour and dreadfull name of blasphemie 
Ftlde hir with pride. And seuen heads I saw. 
Ten homes also the stately beast did beare. 

She seemde with glorie of the scarlet fair e, 

And with fine perle and golde puft vp in heart. 
The wine of hooredome in a cup she bare. 

The name of Mysterie writ in hir face. 

The bloud of Martyrs dere were hir delite. 

Most fierce and fell this woman seemde to me. 
An Angell then descending downe from Heauen, 
With ihondnng voice cride out aloude, and sayd, 
Flow for a truSi great Babylon is fallen. 


'Y^Uen might I see vpon a white horse set 
J- The faithfull man with flaming counte* 
naunce, 

His head did shine with crounes set therupon. 
The worde of God made him a noble name. 

His precious robe 1 saw embrued with bloud. 
Then saw I from the heauen on horses white, 

A puissant armie come the selfe same way. 

Then cried a shining Angell as me thoughl, 
Thai birdes from aire descending downe on earth 
Should warre vpon the kings, and eate their flesh. 
Then did 1 see the beast and Kings also 
loinyng their force to slea the faithfull man. 

But this fierce hatefull beast and all hir iraine. 
Is pitilesse throwne downe in pit of fire. 


/ Saw new Earth, new Heauen, sayde Saint 
lohn. 

And be, the sea (quod he) is now no more. 

The holy Citie of the Lords, from hye 
Descendeth garnisht as a bued spouse. 

A voice then sayde, heholde the bright abode 
Of God and men. For he shall be their God. 
And all their teares he shall wipe ckane away. 
Hir brightnesse greater was than can be founde. 
Square was this Citie, and twelue gates it had. 
Eche gate was of an orient perfect pearle, 

The houses golde, the pauement precious stone. 
A liuely streams, more deers than Christall is, 
Ranne through the mid, sprang from iriumphani 
seat. 

There growes Ufes fruits onto the Churches good. 
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5 TO THE CVRTEOVS 

Buyer, by a VVelwiller of 

the two Authours. 

C Vrteous Buyer, (for I write not to the ennious Carper) it was my good happe, as I inter 
preate it, nowe lately at the fourthe or hfte hande, to bee made acquainted wyth the thm 
Letters following, by meanes of a faitliiull friende, who with muche entreaty had procured the 
copying of them outc, at Itntnertios handes. And I prayc you, interprete it for your ^uui 
happe, so soone after to come so easilye by them, througlie my rneancs, who am onely to crauc 
these twoo things at your handes, to thinke fnendcly of my friendly meaning, and to take 
them of me wyth this Presumption, In extguo quandoque cespiie latet lepus : and many pre 
tious stones, thoughc in quantitie small, yet in quahtie and valewe are esteemed for great. 
The first, for a good familiar and sensible Letter, sure hketh me verye well, and gyucth some 
hope of good mettall in the Author, in whome 1 knowe myselfe to be very good parus 
Otherwise. But shewe me, or Immertlo, two Englyshe Letters in Printe, in all pointes equall 
to the other twoo, both for the matter it selfe, and also for the manner of handling, and save, 
wee neuer sawe good Englishe Letter m our Hues. And yet I am credibly certified by the 
foresaide faithfull and honest tnende, that himselfc halhe written manye of the same stiun|X’ 
bothc to Courtiers and Olliers, and some of them discoursing vppon matter of great waight 
and importance, wherein he is said, to be fully as sufficient and hable, as in these schollerly 
pointes of Learning. The whiche Letters and Discourses I would very gladly see in Writing, 
but more gladly in Printe, if it might be obtayned. And at this time to speakc my conscience 
in a worde of these two follounng, I esteeme them for twoo of the rarest, and finest TreatU'^; 
as wel for ingenious deuising, as also for significant vttering, and cleanly conueying of his matter 
that euer I read in this Tongue : and I hartily thanke God for bestowing vppon vs some ->ucl 
proper and hable men with their penne, as I hartily thanke the Author himselfe, for vs.pf 
his pleasaunte, and witty Talente, with so muche discretion, and with so little harme, con 
trarye to the veine of moste, whyrh haue thys singular conceyted grace in writing. If they 
had bene of their owne setting forth, I graunt you they might haue beene more curious, 
but beeyng so well, and so sufficiently done, as they arc, m my simple iudgement, 
and hauing so many notable things in them, togitlicr with so greate varietie of 
Learning, worth the reading, to pleasure you, and to helpe to garnish our 
Tongue, I feare their displeasure the lesse. And yet, if they thmke I 
haue made them a faulte, in not making them priuy to the Publi- 
cation : I shall be alwayes readye to make them the beste 
amendes Ican,anyother friendly wave. Surely, Iwishe 
them bothe hartilye wel in the Lord, and betake 
you and them to his mercifull gouernemente, 
hoping, that he will at his pleasure con- 
uertesuchegoodanddiuinegiftsas 
thcse,tothp setting out of his 
own glory, and the bene- 
fite of his Churche. 

This XIX. of 
lune. 1 1580. 

(•••) 

Tour, and their vnfayned 

friend y in tlyt Lorde» 



Three proper wittie fami- 
liar Letters, lately passed be- 
tvvene two Vniucrsitie men, tou- 
ching the Earthquake in April last, 

and our English icformcd Versifying, 


To my long approoiicJ and singular 

good fiieiide. Master G, H. 


G Ood Master H. I doubt not but you baue 
some great important matter in hande, 
which al this while restraineth youre Peniie, 
and wonted readinesse in prouoking me vnlo 
that, wherein your selfe nowe faulte. If there 
bee any such thing in hatching, I prav you 
hartily, lette vs knowe, before al the worldc see 
it. But if happly you dwell altogither in 
luslimans Courte, and giuc your selfe to be 
deuoured of sccrcate Studies, as of all likely- 
hood you doe : yet at least iinparie some your 
olde, or newe, Lutine, or Engbshe, Eloquent 
and Gallant Poesies to vs, from whose eves, 
you saye, you keef^e in a manner nothing 
hidden. Little newes is here stirred: but that 
olde greate matter still dcftending. His 
Honoure neuer better. I ihinke the Earth- 
quake was also there wyth you (which I would 
gladly learnc) as it was here with vs : oucr- 
throwing diuers old buildings, and peeces of 
Churches. Sure verye straunge to be hcarde 
of in these Countries, and yet I heare some saye 
(I knowe not howe Iruely) that they hauc 
knowne the like before in their dayes. Sed 
quid vobis videlur rnagms Phtlosophis ? I like 
your late Englishe Hexameter.s so exceedingly 
well, that I also enure my Penne sometime in 
that kinde : whyche I fynd indeede, as I haue 
heard you often defende in worde, neither so 
harde, nor so harshe, that it will easily and 
fairely, yeelde it selfe to oure Moother tongue. 
For the onely, or chiefest hardnesse, whych 
seemeth, is in the Accente : whyche sometime 
gapeth, and as it were yawneth ilfauouredly. 


comming shorte of that it should, and some- 
time exceeding the measure of the Number, as 
in Carpenter, the middle sillable being vsed 
shorte in speache, \^heu it shall he read long 
in Verse, scemeth like a lame Gosling, that 
draweth one legge ajter hir : and Heauen, beeing 
vsed shorte as one sillable, when it is in Verse, 
stretched out with a Diastole, is like a lame 
Dogge that holder up one legge. But it is to be 
woiiiic with ( uMomc, and rough words must be 
subdued with Use. For, why a Gods name may 
not \ve,as else the Cjreckes,haue the kirgdomcof 
ourcowne Language, and measure our Accentes, 
by the soundc, reserumg the Quantitie to the 
Verse: Loe here I let you see my olde vse of toy- 
ing in Rynios, t urned int oyour artificial straight - 
nesse of Ver^e, by this Tetrabiicon. I beseech 
you tell mo your faneie, without parcialltie. 
See yce the hhndefoidded pretie Cod, that feathered 
Archer, 

Of Ij)uers Miseries which viaheih his hloodie 
Game ? 

Wote ye why, his Moother with a Veale hath 
coouered his Face ^ 

Trust me, least he my tj)oue happely chaunce 
to b^holde. 

Seeme they comparable to those two, which 
I translated you ex tempore in bed, the last 
time we lay togither in Westminster } 

That which I eate, did I toy, and that which 
1 greedily gorged, 

As for those many goodly matters lea ft 1 for 
others. 



6 i 2 three proper AND WITTIE FAMILIAR LETTERS. 

I would hartily wish, you would either send standing Master HoUns/ted bath muche fur- 
me the Rules and Precepts of Arte, which you thered and aduantaged me, who therein hath 
obserue in Quantities, or else followe . mme, bestowed singular paines, in searching oute 
that M. PhtUp Sidney gaue me, being the very their firste headcs, and sourses : and also in 
same which M. Drant deuised, but enlarged tracing, and dogging out all their Course, til 
with M. Sidneys own iudgement, and aug- they fall into the Sea. 
mented with my Obseruations, that we might 

both accorde and agree in one : leaste we ouer* ^ ^ ego, 

throwe one an other, and be ouerthrown of the Ecqutd erti prettj r 

rest. Trustc me, you will tiardly ^Icfue what !}„( of that more hereafter. Nowe, my 

greate good hking and estimation Maister Dreams, and dying Pelluane, being fully 

had of youre io/yrna// Md 1, since the fmishcd (as I partelye signified in my laste 

vicwe thereof, liauing Ix-fore of my selfe had Letters) and presentlye to tee imprinted, I wU 
speciall hking of hngltslte Versijytng, am euen hande forthwith with my Faery Queene, 
nowe aboule to gmc you some token, what, ^i.vchc 1 praye you hartily send me with al 
andhowewclliheruii l amableto doe: lor, ex,;i.Uition : and your frendly Letters, and 
to tell you truelh, 1 ininde shortcly at con- long expected lodgement wythal, whyche let 
uenient leysure, to sette forlli a Ifook* >n this not be shorte, but m all pointes suche, as you 
kinde.whychelentille.ipi/Wnmien rWnr, ordinarilye vse, and I extraordinarily desire, 
whyche fiwke I dare vndertake wil be very Mullum mU. Wesimtnsler. Quarto Nonas 
urohtable lor Ihc kuoivledge, and rare lor the Sed, amab.. te, Meum Corculum 

Iiiuention, and manner ot handling. For in ubt se ex ammo eommndat plus, mum ; iamdtu 
MtUng forth the niarnage of the Thames: mirata, te nihtl ad lUeras suas rtsponsi dedisse. 
I shewe his hrst b^irming, and offspring, and Vide qwtso, ne id tihi CapitaU sii: Mihi certi 
a 1 the Countrey, that he passeth thorough, and ^utdem erii, neque ttbi hercU impune, vt opinor, 
also describe all the K.uers throughout Eng- voUs sapi. 

lande, whyche came to this Wedding, and their 

righte names, and right passage, &c. A worke Yours alwayes to commaunde 

beleeue me, of much labour, wherein notwith- 2MMER1T0, 


Tostscripte, 

I take best my Dreames shoulde come forth woulde lyke them passing wel. Of my Stem- 
alone, being growen by incanes of the Glosse, nuzta DudUiana, and especially of the sundry 
frunningcominually in mailer of a Paraphrase) Apostrophes therein, addressed you knowc to 
full as great as my Calendar. Therm be some whome, muste more aduisement be had, than 
things excellently, and many things wittily dis- so lightly to sende them abroade : howbei’t, 
coursed of and the Pictures so singularly trust me (though I doe neuer very well,) 
set forth, and purt rayed, as if Michael Angelo yet in rny owne fancie, I neuer dyd better; 
were there, he could (I think) nor amende tlie Veruniamen U sequor solum : nunquam verb 
best, nor reprehende the worst, I know you assequar. 




A Pleasant and pitthy fami- 

liar discourse y of the Rarthquake 

in Aprill last. 

To my loouing frcnde, M, Immerito. 

^Ignor Immerilo, after as many gentle God- into the Parlour, the Gentleman of the house, 
^morrowes, as your self, and your swecie somcwljat straungclv aflrigltied, and in a 
Harte listeth: May it please your Maister- manner all agust, and tellcth vs, as well as his 
shippe to dispense with a {xmre Oratour of Head and Tongue woulde giue him leaue, what 
yours, for brewing one principall graund Rule a woonderous violent motion, and shaking 
of our olde inuiokble Rules of Rhetorick, in there was of all things in his Hall: si'nsibly 
shewing hixnselfe somewhat too pleasurably and visibly seene, as well of his owne selfe, as 
disposed in a sad matter: (of purpose, to of many of his Seruauntes, and Neighbours 
meete with A coople of shrewde unilu new there. 1 straite wayes beginnyng to thinke 
manyed Genileu'ometty which were more In- somewhat more seriously of the matter : Then 
quisitiue, than Capable of Natures works) 1 will 1 pray you, good Syr, quoth 1, send presently 
report you a prettie conceited dtscotdrse, that oneoi your seruauntes farther into thcTowne, 
I had with them no longer agoc, than yester- to enquire, if the like hath happened there, as 
night, in a Gentlemans house, here in Essex, most likely is, and then must it needes be 
Where being in the comjKiny of certaine cur- some Earthquake. Whereat the good fearcfull 
teous Gentlemen, and tht^ two Gentlewomen, Gentleman Ixring a little rccomfortcd, (as mis- 
it was my chaunre to be well occupyed, I war- doubting, and dreading before, 1 knowe not 
rant you, at Cardes, (which 1 dare saye I what in his owne House, as many others did) 
scarcely handled a whole twelucmoonth before) and immediately dispatching his man into the 
at that very instant, that the Earth vnder vs Townc, wee had by and by certayne woord, 
ouaked, and the house shaked aboue : besides that it was generall ouer all the Towne, and 
the moouing, and ratling of the Table, and within Icssc than a ouarter of an howre after, 
fourmes, wlire wee sal. Wherevpon, the two that the very like benappened the next Towne 
Gentlewomen hauing continually beene wrong- too, being a farre greater and goodlyer Towne. 
ling with all the rest, and especially with my The Gentlcwoomcns liarlcs nothing acquaynted 
seffc, and cuen at that same very moment, with any such Accidentes, were maruellously 
making a ^eat loude noyse, and much a doo : daunted : and they, that immediately before 
Ciood Lorde, quoth I, is it not woonderful were so eagerly, and greedily praying on vs, 
stiaunge that the delicate voyccs of two so began nowe forsooth, vciy demurdy, and 
propper fine Gentlewoomen,shoulde make such deuoutely to pray vnto God, and the one 
a sut^yne terrible Earthquake? Imagining in especially, that was cuen nowe in the House 
good faytb, nothing in the worlde le^, than tof^, 1 beseeche you hartily quoth shee, let 
that it shoulde be any Earthquake in deede, vs leaue ofi playing, and fall a praying. By 
and imputing that shaking to the suddayne my truely, I was neuer so scared in my lyle, 
sturring, and remoouing of some curaberous Me tbinkes it maruellous straunge. Whatf^iod 
thing or other, in the vpper Chamber ouer our Parlener ? Cannot you pray to vour seUc, 
Heades : which onely m effect most of vs quoth one of the Gentlemen, but all the House 
noted, scarcely perceyuing the rest, beeing so must heare you, and ring Ail-in to our Ladyes 
closely and eagerly set at our game, and some Ifattins ? 1 see woomen are euery way veoe* 
,ol vs taking on, as they did. But beboUe, all ment, and afiectionate. Your selfe was liker 
OQ the suddayne there ooouneth stumbling cuen none, to make a fraye, than to pray t and 
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will you nowc necdcs in all hast bee on both 
your knees ? Let vs, and you say it, first dis- 
pute the matter, what daunger, and terror it 
carryeth with it. God be praysed, it is already 
ceased, and hecrc be some present, that arc 
able cunningly, and clearkly to argue the case. 
I beseeche you master, or mystresse, your 
zealous and deuoute Passion awhile. And with 
that turning to me, and smiling a little at the 
first : Nowe I pray you, Master //. what say 
you Philosophers, quoth he, to this suddayne 
Earthquake ? May there not be some sensible 
Naturall cause therof, in the concauities of the 
Earth it self, as some forcible and violent 
Eruption of wynde, or the like ^ Yes no doubt, 
sirj may there, quoth I, as well, as an Intel- 
ligible Supernaturall: and peraduenture the 
great aboundaunce and superflu 1 tie of waters, 
that fell shortly after Michaelmas last, beeyng 
not as yet dryed, or drawen vp with the hcate 
of the Sunne, which hath not yet recouered 
his full attractiue strength and power, might 
minister some occasion thereof, as might easily 
be discoursed by Naturall Philosophie, in what 
sorte the poores, and ventes, and crannies of 
the Earth being so stopped, and fylled vp euery 
where with moysture, that the windie Exhalta- 
tions, and Vapors, pent vp as it were in the 
bowels thereof, could not otherwise get out, 
and ascende to their Naturall Originall place. 
But the Termes of Arte, and verye Natures of 
things thcmselucs so vtterly vnknowcn,as they 
are to most hcere, it were a [)eece of woorkc to 
lave open the Reason to euery ones Gipacitie. 

I know well, it is we that you mcane, quoth 
one of the Gentlewomen (whom for cfisiinction 
sake, and bicausc I imagine they would be 
loath to be named, I will hereafter call, Mys- 
tresse Inquisitiiuii and the other, Madame 
Jncrrdula :) now I beseeche you, learned Syr, 
try our wittes a little, and let vs heare a peece 
of yourdeepe Uniuersitie Cunning. Seeing you 
(Gentlewomen will allgates haue it so, with 
a good will, quoth I : and then forsooth, very 
soTemnly pawsing a whyle, most grauely, and 
doctorally preceded, as followcth. 

Tht Earui you knowe, is a might ie great huge 
body, and consisieth of many diucrs, and con- 
trarie members, and vaines, and arteries, and 
concauities, wherein to auoide the absurditic 
of Vacuunty most necessarily, be very great 
store of suh^tantiall matter, and sundry Acci- 
dental! humours, and fumes, and spirites, either 
good, or bod, or mixte. Good they cannot 
possibly all be, whereout is ingendred so much 
bad, as namely so many poysonhill, and vcoe* 


mous Hearbes, and Beastes, besides a thousand 
infectiue, and contagious thinges else. If they 
be bad, ted you must needes graunt is subiect 
to ted, and then can there not, I warrant you, 
want an Obiect, for ted to worke vpon. If 
mixt, which seemeth most probable, yet is it 
impossible, that there should be such an equall, 
and proportionable Temperature, in all, and 
singular rcspectes, but sometime the Euill (in 
the diuels name,) will as it were interchaungi*- 
ably haue his naturall Predominaunt Cour^t, 
and issue one way, or other. Which euill w erk- 
ing vehemently in the paries, and malitiously 
encountering the good, forcibly tosseth, and 
cruelly disturbcth the whole: Which conflict 
indurcth so long, and is fostred with aboun- 
daunce of corrupt putrified Humors, and 
ylfauoured grosse infected matter, that it must 
needes (as well, or rather as ill, as in mens and 
womens bodyes) brust out in the ende into 
one perilloiis disease or other, and sometime, 
for want of Naturall voyding such feuerous, 
and flatuous Spirites, as lurke within, into such 
a violent chill shiuering shaking Ague, as euen 
nowe you see the Earth haue. Which Ague, 
or rather euery fitie thereof, we schollers call 
gTOssely,and homely, Terra mius, a moouing, 
or slurring of the Earth, you Gentlewomen, 
that be learned, somewhat more finely, and 
daintily, Terra metus, a fcare, and agony of 
the Earth : we teing onely mooued, and not 
terrified, you being onely in a manner terrified, 
andscarccly mooued therewith. Nowehere,(and 
It please you) lycth the poynt,and quiddilie of 
the controuersie, whether our Motus, or your 
.V/rfM5,bcthe bet ter, and more consonant to the 
Principles and Maximes of Philosopliy ? the one 
being manly, and deuoyde of dreade, the other 
I woomannish,and most wofully quiuering, and 
shiucring for very fcare. In sooth, I vse not to 
dissemble with Gcnticwoomen : 1 am flatly of 
I Opinion, the Earth whereof man was imm^i- 
ately made, and not w-ooman, is in all pro- 
portions and similitudes liker vs than you, and 
when It fortuneth to be distem^x^red, and 
disseosed, either in part, or in whole, I am 
persuaded, and I beleeue Reason, and Philo- 
sophy will bcare me out in it, it only mooueth 
with the veryimpulsiue force of the malady, and 
not trcmbleth, or ouaketh for dastardly feare. 

Nowe, I beseeche you, what thinke ye, 
Gentlewomen, by this Reason ? Reason, quoth 
Madame Imredula : By my truly, I can neither 
icke out Rime, nor Reason, out of any thing 
haue hearde yet. And yet me thinkes afl 
should be Gospell, that commeth from yotf 
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Doctors of QimbrkJgc. But I see well, all is neesing, or sobbing, or coffing, wherewithal! 
not Gould, that glislcreth. In deede, quoth they sav, and as thev say, say with great 
Mistrcsse JtmisiUua, heere is much adooe, Physicall, and Naturall Reason, W Earth in 
I trowc, and little helpe. But it pleaseth some place, or other, cucr li|;htly after any 
Master H. (to delight himselfe, and these great, and suddayne alteration of weather, or 
Gentlcrrien) to tell vs a trim goodly Tale of diet, is exceedingly troubled, and paynetl, ns 
Robinhood, I knowe not what. Or suer if this namely tliis very Time of the yeare, after the 
be(jOspcll,ldowt€, lamnot in agaxl beleefe. extreeme penciling colde of Winter, and 
Trust me truly, Syr your Eloquence farre agriyne in Autumne, after the extreeme rxirch* 
|xisscth my Intelligence. Did 1 not toil you mg heate of Sf>mmcr. But sImII I tell you, 
aforehand,quoth I,as muche? And yet would I Mislresse ln(^u\sUiua 't Tlie soundest Bhilo* 
you needes presume of your Capacities in such sophers in deede, and very deqx'si Secretaries 
profound mysteries of rhilosophie, and Prim- of Nature, holde, if it pleitsc you, an other 
lies of Nature, as these be? The very thinking .As^-riion, and mairit;i\iic tins for truth: 
whereof, (vnlesse hap>pily it be ^ /Wmi (whuh at the least wnc, of all other scenicth 
mpUalam, in belecuing, as the learned irurucllous reasonable, and is quest lonlesse 
belecue, And saying, It is so, bycausc it is farthest off from IlercMe :) That as the Eailh, 
so) is nighc enough, to caste you both into v|'jK»nit,liaihm.ii)vstat(l\ .amllMiysterousand 
a filtc, or two, of a daungerous shaking fcaucr, fit rre ('rent lire's, as numrly, Men and Women, 
vnlesse you presently sceke some remerjie to and diutrs lieastes, wiu rof some one is in 
t reuent it. And in earnest, if ye wyll guie me 1 m.mer fominually at varianrce and fewdc with 
leaue, vpon that small skill I haue in Kxtrm- an other, euermorc seeking to l»c reuenged v|X)n 
serull, and Intrinsccall Physiognomic, and so his cnimie, winch eft soones lirraketh fortii 
foftrth, 1 will wiiger all the money in my |■*of»re into professed and 0 |x’n Hostilitie : and then 
purse to a pottle of H\p|)orra.se, you siwll consequently followc set battels, and rnortall 
ix)th this night, within <x)m\N hut Icsse than two warres: w-henn the one f artic iK-ndeth all thi‘ 
bowers and a halfe, after ye be laved, I'hteame force of his Ordinance and other Mart tail fur- 
of terrible straunge Ague's, and Agonyes as niture against the other: so likewise within it 
well in your owne prettie bod)es, as in the tw), it hath also some, as vcnmbly and fro 
ni'ghtie great Ixxly of the Ivarth. You are wardly lx*nt, as for Bixnniple, Woormes, and 
very mrrily djsjvjsed, G(k 1 1)0 fjr.avsed, quoth Monies, and Cnnnycs, and sudi other vnli* 
Misfrtsse Inqutsutua, I am glad to sc*c you so auntlv highinindtd Creatiins, the Sonias anil 
pK asur.able. No doubt, hnl vou arc mar- daughters of MarSy and M Iona \hai mirrisli 
ucllouspriuietoourdreames. But I pray vou duill d<h:ilc, and confrarie factions amongst 
now in a little gootf earnest, dr-o you Sfholltrs them vines: which arc seldomc, or ncucr 
tlimke, that it is the very reason in deede, erickd UiO, without miserable hloudshed, and 
whi< h you spake of euen now? lliere lx* many | deadly warre : and then go me their Gunnc'i 
of vs, good Mistresse, quoth I, of that ojiimon : I lustily off, and the one di‘rhargcth his Perce 
whtnn I am content to aj'[X'ale to the know- 1 conragiously at the otl cr: and there is suche 
kdge of these learned Gtntkmen here And |a (Icncrall dub a diibbe amongst them, and 
vjme agame, of our finest conceited hradesUuch hornhk Tliundc ring nn encry syde, and 
defend tins Position, (a very Mraunge Ptiradox ! snfhe a mt-nsirous crucll diaking of one an 
in ni\’ fanoie:) that the Earth hauing taken in j c.ihcrs Fortes and (astds that the whole 
Tooniur'h(lrinke,ardasitwcrcouerlauishf ufis, I ] artb agayne, or at the Itasl, so muche of 
(a? It hath sensibly done in a maner all tins ' il-c l^irili.a*^ i& oner, or neere them, is terribly 

Winter iMLSt) now staggereth, and rtelelh, and , li»>ysed, and No more Ands, or Ifs, 

tottereth, thiswayand thalway,vpai,d downe, for Grxfs sake, quoth the Madame, and ihU be 
like a drunken man, or wooman (when their | \our great Dorlorly learning. Wee haue cucii 
Alebench Rhetorick comes y|X)n them, and ! Erioughe alreadie for our Money: and if you 
specially the moouing Patheticall figure Potty ’ ! sfioulde goe a little farther, I feare mee, you 
posts), and therefore in this forcible sort , you woulde make vs nyghc as cunning as your selfe : 
lately sawe, payneth it selfe to vomit vp and that woulde bee a great disgrace to the 
againc, that $o disordercth, and disquietetn Uniuersitie. Not a whitte, gentle Madame, 
the whole body within. And, fofsoothe, a fewc quoth I, there be of vs, that Iiauc greater store 
new Ointradictorie fellowcs make no more of in our bowgets, than we can well occupic our 
it, but a certaine vehement, and passionate selues, and therefore we arc glad as you see. 
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when by the fauourable,and ^rations aspect of haue playde your part so cunningly with the 
some blessed Pl^et,and specially our Mercury ^ Gentlewoomen, (as I warrant you shall be re- 
or your VenuSt it is our gocxl Fortune, to lighte membred of In^sitiua, when you are gone, 
on such good friendcs, as you, and some other and may happely forget her: which I hope, 
good Gentlewoomen be, that take pleasure, and Mistresse Incredula will do sometyme too, by 
comfort in such good things. Wherat Mistresse hir leaue:) I pray you in earnest, let vs men 
Inquisiliua, laughing right out, and beginning learne some thing of you too ; and especially 
to demaunde I know not what, (me thought, I would gladly neare your Judgement, and 
shee made, as if it shoulde haue been some resolution, whether you counte of Earthquake^, 
goodly plausible Jest, wherat shee is, and takes as Natural!, or Supernatural! motions. But the 
her selfe prettily good :) Well, well. Master shorter, all the better. To whom I made 
quoth the Gentleman of the house, now you answere, in effect, as iolloweth: 

Master H*. short, but sharpe, and learned 
ludgement of Earthquakes. 


T Ruely Syr, vnder correction, and In my 
fancie : The Earthquakes thernselues I 
would save are Naturall: as I veryly beleeue the 
Internail Causes thereof , are: I meane those two 
Causes, which the Logicians call, the Materiall, 
and the Formall : Marry, the Externall Causes, 
which are the Efficient and Fmall, I take rather 
of the two, to be supcrnaturall. I must craue 
a little leaue to lave open the matter. 

The Materiall Cause of Earthquakes, (as was 
superlicially touched in the beginning of our 
speache, and is sufficiently prooued by Arts- 
lolle in the seconde Bookc of his Meteors) is no 
doubt great aboundance of wynde, or stoarc of 
grosse and drye vapors, and spiritcs, fast shut 
vp, and as a man would sayc, emprysoned in the 
Caues, and Dungc-ons of the Earth: which 
winde, or vapors, seeking to be set at libcrtic, 
and to get them hesne to their Naturall lodg- 
ing, in a great fume, violently rush out, and 
as it were, oreake prison, which forcible Erup- 
tion,and strong breath, causeth an Earthquake. 
As is excellently, and very liuely expres^ of 
Quid, as 1 remember, thus : 

Vis /era veniorum cads indusa cauemis, 
Exsptrare altqw) cupiens, luctataque frustra 
Libmore Jrui carlo, cim carcere Rima 
N uUa Joret, lolo nec peruta fiatthus esset, 
Extentam tumefedt humum, ceu sptntus oriSf 
Tendert vestcam solet, and so foorth. 

The formall Cause, is nothing but the very 
manner of this same Motion, and shaking of 
the ^rth without ; and the violent kinde of 
striuing, and wrastling of the windes, and 
Exhalations within : which is, and must needes 
be done in this, or that sort, after one fashion, 
or other. Nowe, syr, touching the other two 


Causes, which I named Externall: The first 
immediate Efficient, out of all Question, is 
God hiniselfe, the Creatour, and Continuer, and 
Corrector of Nature, and therefore Super- 
natural! ; whose onely voyce carrieth such a 
reuerend and terrible Maiestie with it, that the 
very Earth againe, and highest Mountaines 
quake and tremble at the sounde and ncyse 
thereof : the text is rife in euery mans mouth : 
Locutus est Dominus et coniremuii Tera: how- 
belt, it is not to be gainesayd, that is holden of 
all the auncient Naturall Philosophers, and 
Astronomers, for the principall, or rather sole 
Efficient, that the Influence, and heate of the 
Sunne, and Starres, and specially of the three 
superior Planets, Satume, lupiler, and MarSf 
is a sccondarie Instrumental! Efficient of such 
motions. 

The finall, not onely that the wynde shoulde 
recouer his Naturall place, than which a 
naturall reasonable man goeth no farther, no 
not our excellentest profoundest Philosophers 
thcmsclues: but sometime also, 1 graunt, to 
icstiiie and denounce the seaete wrathe, and 
indignation of God, or his sensible punishment 
vppon notorious malefactours, or, a threat- 
ning Caucat, and forewarning for the inhabi- 
tantes, or the like, depending vppon a super- 
natural! Efficient Cause, and tending to a 
supernatural! Moral! End. 

Which End, (for that I knowc is the very 
poynt, whereon you stande) albeit it U ac- 
knowledged Supernatural! and purposed, as I 
sayd, of a supcrnaturall Cause, to whom 
i nothing at all is impossible, and that can worke 
supernal urally, and myraculously without 
! ordinarie meanes, and inferiour causes : yet 
! neuerthclessc is, we see, commonly perfonnedi 
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l)y the qualifyinc* and conforming of Nature, But yet, noiwiUisianding, dare not I afore- 
and Naturall things, to the accomplishment of hand presume thus farre, or arrogate so much 
his Diuine and incomprehensible cktermina- vnto my selle, as to determine prt'ciscly and 
tion. For being, as the olde Philosor)hers call peremptorily of this, or euery tlic like singular 
him, very Nature sclfc, or as it hath pleased Earthquake, to be ncevssanly, and vndoubledly 
our later schoolemen to tenne him, by N^uy of a suj)cr naturall, and immediate fatall Action of 
distinction, A^o/ura NcUuranSt he hath all these (lod, for this, or that singular intent, when as 
secondaric inferiour thinges, the foure tie- I am sure, there may be a sufiicient Naturall, 
mentes, all sensible, and vnsensi hie » reasonable, cyther neec^sarie or contingmt Cause in the 
and vnreasonable Creatures, the whole worldc, very Earth it selfe : and tlicrc is no question, 
and what soeucr is contayned in the Comjxis of but the sclfc same 0[x‘ration in 6>«rre, or in 
the worlde, being the workmanship of his owne specif, nuy at one tyme, proceeding of one 
bands, and, as they call them, Afo/uf a no/uro/a. Cause, and referred to one End, be preter- 
cucr pliable and flexible Instrumcntes at his naturall, or su|)ernaturall ; at another lyme, 
Commaundement : to put in execution such prcMce<Jing of an other, or the same Cause, and 
Eflectes, either ordinarie or extraordinaric, as rcferrtxl to an other End. but Ordinaric, and 
shall seeme most requisite to his etcrnall Naturall. To make shorte, I cannot sec, and 
Prouidence: and now in these latter dayes, would gladly Itarne, howc a man on Earth, 
very seldome, or in manner neucr worketh any should be of so great aulhorit ie, and so familiar 
thing so myraculously, and cxlraordmarily, but acquaiiit.im e with God in Ilcaucn, (vnlessc 
it may sensibly appeare, he vseth the seruicc haply for tlie nonce he hath lately intertaintd 
and Ministcric of his Creatures, in the atchctu- some few choice singular ones of his priuie 
ing thereof. I denie not, but T arthquakes (as ( ounscll) as to lx? able in <uch sj)crialiics, with- 
well as many other fcarcfull Accidentes in the out any iusiihable certilKute, or warrant to 
same Number,) are terrible signes, and, os it rcucale hys inccmprchcnsihlc mysteries, and 
were certaine manacing forerunners, and fore- delinitiuily to giue .sentence of his Maicsiies 
Warners of the great latter day ; and therviorc secret and inscrutable pur|X)scs. As if they 
out of controuersie the more reuercndly to be had a key for all the lockcs in lieauen, or as if 
considered vppon: and I acknowledge con- it were os clcarc and resolute a case, as the 
sidering the Euentes, and scqucics, according Eclij)se of the Sunne, llml darkened all the 
to the collection and discourse of mans Reason, Earth, or at the least all the Earth in those 
they hauc seemed to Prognosticate, and Countries, at Christes Passion, hapjxjning 
threaten to this, and that Citie, vttcr ruync altogether pnxligiously and Metaphysically in 
and destruction : to such a Country, a gencrall Plentlumo, not according to the perpctuall 
plague and pestilence: to an other place, the course of Nature, in Noxaluniox in so much 
death of some rnightie Poientale or great that Dmmius Areopa%Ua, or some other 
Prince: to some other Rcaime or Kingdome, graundc Philosopher, vjxjn the suddaync con- 
some cruell imminent warren ; and sundry the tem[)laiion ihert'of, is refx)rled in a ccrlamc 
like drcadfull and particular Incident cs, as is I^thetKall Ecstasic to hauc cryid out, Au( 
notoriously euident by many olde and newe, irrrKm I^alura paltlur, aul Mundi tnachim 
very famous and notable Histones to that ■desiruetur : as my minde giucth me, some of 
effect. Which of all other the auncient the simpler, and vnskilfullcr sort, will goe nyc 
Romaines, long before the Natiuitic of Christ, to doc vixm the present sight, and agony of 
did most religiously or rather supcrstitiously this Earthquake. Marry the Errour I graunt, 
obserue, not without a number of solcmne is the more tollcrabie, though pcrhap|)es it be 
Ceremonies, and Hollydayes for the nonce, olherwhilts, (and why not cuen nowe,) a very 
cucr after any Earthquake, making full presumptuous Errour in deede, standing only 
account of some such great rufull casualtic v[X}n these two wcake and deceitfullgroundes, 
or other, as othcrwhyles fell out in very deede : Credulitic and Ignorauncc ; if so be inwardly 
and namely, as I remember, the yearc Ante (not oncly in Extcrnall shewe, after an HyfX)- 
beUum Sociale, which was one of the lament- criticall, and Pliarifaicall manner) it certainly 
ablest, and myserablcst warres, that /te/v doo vs good for our reformation, and amend- 
cuer sawe ; and Pltnie, or I knowe not well ment, and seeme to preachc vnto vi, Pant* 
who, hath such a saying : Rma nunquam Unltam a%iu, (as in some respect euery suche 
trtimUi vi non fuiurus aliquis portendereiw straunge and rare Accident may seeme *) how 
imtifims Euenius. Ordinarie, and Naturall so euer the CauFc shall 



6iS THREE PROPER AND WITTIE 


appeare otherwise to the best learned : especi- 
ally, as the Earthquake shall be knowne to 
endure a longer, or a shorter Tyme, or to be 
more or lesse generall, in more, or fewer 
places. Which two differences, touching the 
quantitie of Tyme, and Place, after I had 
a little more fully prosecuted, alledging cer- 
tame particuler Examples thereof, howc in 
some places huge Castels, in some Townes, in 
some great and mightie Cities, in some Shires 
and Seigniories, and I’rouinces, in some whole 
Countryes, and Regions haue been perillously 
mooued and shaken therewith : in one place, 
a long time together; in an other place, not 
so long, or at seuerall and parted times : in 
another, very short, as, God be thanked here 
euen nowe : and finally by the way, shewing 
a thirde and most notable difference of all, (as 
well for the present or imminent terrour and 
daunger, as otherwise) by the sundry species, 
and formes which Aristotle, Phnte, and other 
Meteorologicians haue set downe of Experience, 
as they haue heard, or read, or seen the earth 
to quake, to sturre, and hoyse vp Houses, 
Wanes, Towers, Castelles, Churches, Minsters, 
whole Townes, whole Cities, whole Prouinces, 
without farther harmc : to ruinate and ouer- 
throwe, and destroy some : to yawne and gape, 
and open lyke a graue, and consequently to 
swallow vp and deuour other: and sometime 
also to drinke vp whole nuers, and mightie 
bigge running waters withall, or to chaungc 
and alter their common woonted course some 
other way: tosinkeand falldownewardes: to 
cast out and vomittc vp cither huge vaste 
heapes, as it were Mountaincs of Earth, or 
/arge Ilandes m the maync Sea, ncuer re- 
membred, or seen before: or great ouerfiow- 
iiig waters, and fountaynes; or hotte scalding 
sulphurous lakes: or burning sparkles and 
flames of fire: to make a horriWe hissing, 
gnashing, ratling, or some like wconderfiiU 
straunge noyse, (which all Effectes arc credibly 
reported, and constantly auouched, of our 
most famous and best allowed I’hilosophers) 
a fewe such particularities, and distinctions, 
compendiously and fainiliarlv coursed ouer. 
The good Gentleman gaue me hartily, as 
appeared, very great thankes, and tolde me 
plainly, he neuer either read, or heard halfe 
so much of Earthquakes before: confessing 
withall, that he yeelded resolutely to mv 
opinion ; that an Earthouake might as well 
be suppoied a Natural! Motion of the Earth, 
as a pKteroaturali, or supematurall onunous 
workt ol God : and that be thought it bard. 


and almost impossible, for any man, either by 
Philosophic, or Diuinitie, euennore to deter- 
mine natly the very certaintie either way. 
Which also in conclusion was the verdit, ai^ 
finall resolution of the greater and sam part 
of the Gentlemen present : and naznely of an 
auncient learned common Lawyer, tliat bad 
been Graduate, and fellow of a Colledge in 
(Abridge, in (Jueene Maries dayes. Who 
tooke vpon him, to knit vp the matter, and as 
he said, detcnnine the controuersie, with the 
authontie of all the naturall Philosophers, old 
or newc, Heathen or Christian, (iitlioliquc or 
Protestant, that euer he read, or heard tell of. 
There Physickes quoth he, arc in euery mans 
hands: they are olde enough to speake for 
them selucs, and wee are young enough to 
turnc our Hookes. They that haue Eyes and 
Tongues, let them sec, and reade. But what 
say you nowe, quoth I, to the staying and 
quieting of the £arthe,beeing once a moouing? 
May it not seeme a more myraculous woorke, 
and greater woonderment, that it shouldc so 
suddainely staye againe, being mooued, than 
that It shouldc so suddainely mooue, beyng 
quiet and still? Mooue or turne, or shake me 
a thing m lyke order, be it ncuer so small, and 
lesse than a pynnes Head, in comparison of 
the great might ic circuit e of the Ear t h, and see 
if you shall not haue mich more a doo to staye 
it presently, bceing once sturred, than to sturre 
it at the very first. Whereat the Gentleman 
smyling, and looking merrily on the Gentle- 
woomen, hecre is a sclioole poynt, quoth he, 
that by your Icaiics, I Ixlceue will pease the 
Ijctter schollcr of \ou both. Hut is it not more 
than t\mc, ihynke yc, wee were at Siipfjcr? 
And if you be a hungered, Maister //. you sliall 
thanke no body but >our selfe, that haue 
[ holdcn vs so long with your profounde and 
I clerkly discourses, whereas our maninr is to 
j suppe at the least a long howrc before this 
; tyme. Beyng set, and newe occasion of speechc 
i ministered, our Supper put the Earthquake in 
I manner out of our myndes, or at the leastwise, 
; out of our Tongues : sauing tliat the Gentle- 
i woomen, nowe and then pleasauntly tyhyhing 
betwecnc them sclues, especially M>'stressc 
InqutsUtua, (whose minde did still runne of 
the drinking, and Neesing of the Earth,) 
repeated here, and there, a broken peece of 
I that, which had been already sayde before 
I Supper. With deepe iudgement no doubt, and 
I to maruellous great purpose, I warrant you 
after the manner of women Phiksopben, and 
' Diuines. 
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Aod this sumiDirily in Eflfect wts our yester- 
nyghtes graue Uetcorologicall Conference, 
tombing our Earthquake here in the Country : 
which J^ing in to many neighbour Townes, 
and Villages about vs, as I heare say of this 
morning, maketh tne presuppose, the like was 
wyth you also at Londm, ana elsewhere farther 
of. And then fortoothe, must 1 desire Maister 
Immmtff, to send me within a weeke or two, 
some odde fresh pauRing threclialfepcnnie 
Pamphlet for newes: or some Balductum 
Tra^icall Ballet in Ryme, and without Reason, 
setting out the right myserable, and most 
wofull estate of the wicfced, and damnable 
worlde at these perillous dayes, after the 
dcuisers best manner ; or whatsocuer else shall 
first take some of your braue London Elderions 
in the Head. In earnest, I could wishe some 
learned, and well aduiiH Uniuersitic man, 
woulde vndertake the matter, and bestow 
some pa^es in deede vppon so famous and 
materiall an argument. The generall Nature 
of Earthquakes by definition, and the speciall 
diuersitic of them by diuision, beyng perfectly 
knowen : fa thing soone done) and a complete 
Induction of many credible and autentical), 
both olde and newe, diuine and prephane, 
Greekc, Lattine, and other Examples, (with 
discretion, and iudgement, compyled and com* 
pared togither) being considerately and exactly 
made, (a thing not so easily done) much no 
doubt myght be aUcdged too or fro, to tarifie 
or pacific vs, more or Icsse. If it appeare by 
generall Experience, and the foresayde His- 
torical! Induction of particulars, that Earth- 
quakes, Sine Omni exeeptume, arc ominous, and 
significatiue Efiectes, as they saye of Comets, 
and Carrie cucr some Tragicall and lifjrriblc 
matter with or after them : as eythcr destruc- 
tion of Townes and Cities, or decay of some 
might ie Prince, or some particular, or gcncrall 
pl^c, warre, or the lyke, ( vt supra ) what- 
socuer the Materiall, or Formal! cause be, 
Natural, or supernatural!, (howbeit for mync 
owne part I am resolued, as wcl for tlic one, 
as for the other, that these two I speake of, 
both Matter and Fourme, arc rather Nafurall 
in both, than otherwise) it concemeth vs, vpon 
the vewe of so Effectual! and substaunciall 
cuidence, to conceiue seriously, and reuerently 
of the other two Causes: tnc first, supreme 
Efficient, whose Omnipotent Maiesi’e hath 
nature self, and all natural! Creatures eti com- 
maundement: And the last finall, which we 
art to iudge of as adutsedly, and proutdently, 
as possibly we can, by the consid^rioh, and 


comparisoo of Qrcuimtances, the tyme when : 
the place where ?, the qualities, and diipoii* 
tions of the persons, amongst whom such, aiKl 
such an Ominous token is giuen. Least 
happily through ouer great credulitie, and 
rashnesse, we mistake Non (ausam pro mum, 
and sophislically be entrapped Eletuho Finium, 
Trudy, I suppose, he had neede be an excellent 
Philo^)her, a reasonable good Historian, a 
learned Diuine, a wise discrete man, and 
generally, such a one as our Doctor StiU, and 
Doctor Byn^ are in Cambridge, that shoulde 
shew himselfc accordingly in this argument, 
and to the iudgement ana contentation of the 
wisest , perfounne it exactly. My selfe remem- 
ber nothing to the contrarie, either in Philo- 
sophic, or in Histories, or in Diuinitle either, 
why 1 may not safely and lawfully subscribe to 
the iudgement of the noble Italian Philosopher, 
und most famous learned Gentleman, whilest 
he liued. Lord of Mirandola, and Eric of Con- 
cofdta, Counte loannfs Franciscus Ficus, in 
my opinion, very considerately, and partly 
Philosophically, jvirtly Theologically set downc, 
in the sixt Chapter of his sixt liooke, against 
Cogging deceit full Ast roIogcr5,a nd Sout hsayers, 
De rerum Fntno/tone, pro verilate Feili^ionis, 
contra Suferstitiosas vaniiates. In which 
Chapter, (if happely you hauc nor read it 
already,) you shall finde many, but &f>ecially 
these three notable places, most effect uall and 
directly pertinent to the very purpose. The 
first more vniuersall. Naturae opere fieri non 
poirst, vt Osteniis, vt Momlris illi, seu 
dextri, seu simslrt euentus portendanlur, el ab 
altqua pendeant proxima causa, qiur et futura 
eftam projerai. ImpostUra Daemonum, vt id 
fiat, videri potesL Sed et plcrraque non nunf 
sirosa, non prodi^iosa fer sese, pro mnstrts 
tamen, ei portentis, haheri possunt, et solent 
d quibusdam, qutbus lierum Natura non salts 
comperta est, eausarum rnim ipwraUo, noua tn 
re Admiralionem pant. Propier quant, philch 
sophari homines cceftisse, in exordtjs prima 
phtlosophtcF scribit Aristoteles. Wherein those 
two seucrall fxxnts, Jmposiura Damonum, and 
J^noralio causarum, are no doubt maruellous 
r>r(ilxihle, and mostc worthy botlie firescntlye 
to bee noted nowc, and more fully to be dis* 
(ussed hereafter: appearing vnto me the verie 
right principal! Causes of so manye erroneous 
opinions, and fantasticall superstitious dfeamei 
in this, and the like behalfe. 

Tbe seconde more sf^eciall, as it were hitting 
the white in deede, and cleauing the Pinne 10 
Minder. 
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Idem in Terra molihus eliam^ ^uod in fd- 
^ibusjdmtntbusque tnlerprelandis, obseruauU 
Anliquilas. Cutus Ret ItbeTf Grace eloquWt 
nuper ad manus peraenU^ in Orpheum relatus 
Auiorem: sed per absurdum nimsy vt quod 
frequentissitn? fu, pro vario terra anhelilu^ pro 
ventOTum vioUnlia, vaporumque conductume, 
(markc you that?) ex to return Julurarum 
sigmficatwnem peter e, quorum nec ejfeclus esse 
possunt^ nec causa, fraterquam Jorte mortis 
injerenda illis, qui Julmen excepertl, out qui 
terrarum hiatu perierit. Sed nec ab eadem 
proxima deduci causa possuni, d qua et Julura 
pendeant res, vl supra deductum est. 

And then shortly after, the thirde, mostc 
agreeable to the seconde, as lUilye determin- 
ing on my side, and as direcllye concluding the 
same position as may be. 

Nec san? Orpheus ille, si tamen Orpheus fail, 
vUam ajjert omnind causam, cur quispiam ex 
terra molibus, vrbtum, hominum, regtonum 
euenta prasagire posstt. Solum vano narral 
arbiirio : si terra contigertt motus noctu, si 
aslate, si hyeme, si aurora, si tnierdiu, quid 
portendatur : Qua cert?, et saniore possunt 
arbiirio rejelli, et Experientia teshmonio, vt 
arbitror, non secus irriden, ac supra Tagis por- 
tenia irrisimus, Haruspicina Auloris. 

A moste excellent sounde ludgcmcnt in my 
conceit: and ful wcl beseeming so Honorable 
and admirable a Witte, as out of Question, 
Ficus Mirandda had ; who being yet scaraly 
thirty vercs of age, for his smgularitie in al 
kina of knowlecge, as wcl diuine as prophane, 
was in Italy and France, as Padus hums 
reporteth, surnamed Phoenix, as the oddc, and 
in efiecte the oncly singular learned man of 
Europe : and to msike shorte : suche a one, in 
moste respectes, as 1 woulde wishe nowe to be 
tempering with this newe notorious incident : 
staying my sclfc in the mcane while vpon this 
probable and reasonable Interim of his : and 
preferring it before at the friuolous coniecturall 
Allegations, and surmises, that oure counter- 
faite, and reasonlesse Orphet oppose to the con- 
trarye. But, lesu, what is all this to Master 
Immeriio? Forsoothe 1 knowe not by what 
mischaunce, those miserable balde odious three 
halfepenny fellowes, alas, a company of silly 
beetleheaaed Asses, came into my minde, that 
wil needes be starring, and taking on in euerye 
tuche rare and vnaccustomed euent, as if they 
sam farther in a Milstooe, than all the worlde j 
besides, whereas euerie man, that hatbe but 
halfe an eye in his bead, seeth them to be more 
blinde, than anye Buzzarde, or Bayarde, 


Sertbimus indocU, docUque Poemata passim, 
and surely, as the worlde goeth nowe in Eng- 
lande, rather the firste, for aught 1 see, th^ 
the laste. 0 interim miseras Musas, et misera- 
biles : Where the faulte shoulde rest, viderinl 
Oath, aique capita Reip* Miki quidem isthic, 
tuque senior admodum, neque melilur. Non 
vaide mea nouos Bibliotheca Ubros desiderat, 
seipsa, td esi, quos habet, veteribus contenla est. 
Qud plura i Tu vale, mi ImmerUo, aique ita 
ttbi persuade, Ahquid esse eum, qui tsiorum 
long? est dissimUlimus, quos Typo^apki nosiri 
habent venales maxim?. Commende mee to 
thine owne good selfe,and tell thy dying Pelli- 
cane, and thy Dreames from me, I wil nowe 
Icaue dreaming any longer of them, til with 
the^ eyes 1 see them form indeede : And then 
againe, I imagine your Magnificenza, will holde 
vs in suspense as long for your nine Englishe 
Commadies, and your Latine Stermata Dud- 
leiana : whiche two shal go for my money, 
when aH is done : cspeciallye if you woulde but 
bestow one seuennights pollishing and trim- 
ming vppon eylher. Whiche I praye thee 
hartily doe, for my pleasure, if not for their 
sake, nor tliine owne prodte. My ScholUrs 
Loue, of Reconcilement oj contraries, b shrunke 
in the wetting: I hadde purposed to haue 
dispatched you a Coj)pie thereof, long ere this : 
but, no remodie, hitherto it hath alwayes gone 
thus with me : Some newe occasion, or other, 
eucr carrieth me from one matter to another, 
and will neuer suffer me to finishe ey ther one or 
other. And truly, Experto crede, it is as true 
a Verse as eucr was made, since the first Verse, 
that euer was made : Plimbus intentus minor 
est ad singula sensus : whiche my Anticosmo- 
poliia, thoughe it grecue him, can l^te testifye, 
remayning still as we saye, in statu, quo, and 
neither an inche more forward, nor backe- 
warde, than he was fully a tweluemonth since 
in the Courte, at his l^tc attendaunce vpon 
my Lorde there. But the Birdc that will not 
sing in Aprill, nor in May, maye peraduenture 
sing in September : and yet me thinkes, Sat 
aid, si sal bene, if I coulde steale but one poore 
fortnight, to peruse him oucr afreshe, and 
coppy him out anewe. Whiche I hope in God 
to compasse shortly. But I beseech you, what 
Newes al thb while at Cambridge ? That was 
wont to be euer one great Question. Wbat? 
Del mihi Mater ipsa bonam veniam, eius vt 
aliqua mihi Uceat ^eaeta, vni addam de eodrn 
gjremio obsequentisswio fUo, reudars: et sic 
poHcis haheto. Nam Ms Jortasse pluribus: 
nunc non placet, non vacai, nuiesium esset^ 
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TvMyt and Demosihtnes nothing so much day freshe span newe Opinions: Hcrcsie in 
ttud^, as they were wonte: UutefmdSdust Diuinitici in Philosophic, in [lumauitie, in 
possiblye rather more, than lessc: Luaan Manners, grounded inuche vpon heresay; 
neuer so much: AristolU muche named, but Dodorr contemned : the Trv/ knowen of moste, 
little read : Xtnofhon and Plato, reckned vnderstood of fewe, magnified of all, practised 
amongest Discoun»ers, and conceited Super- of none: rlie not so hated, as the Po/v ; 
hciall fellowes : much verbal! and sophisticall many Inucctiucs, small amendment : Skill 
langling: little subtile and effertual disput- they say controlled of Will: and Goodnesse 
ing: noble and loyall Eloquence, the best and mastered of Goods: but Agent, and Patient 
persuasibltfst Eloquence: no such Oraiors niuche alike, neither lUrrell greatly belter 
againe, as redheadded Angcllcs : An exceidu.g Herring: No more adoc alioute Cappes and 
greatc difference, betweene the countcnaunccs, Surpasses : Maisier Cartwright nighc forgot ten : 
and portes of those, tliat are braue and g.il- The man you wot of, conformable, v^iih his 
launt, and of those, that are basely, or meanly s(]uare Cappe on his rounde heude : and Non 
apparelled: betwene the learned, and vn- resident at pleasure: and yet Non-residents 
learned, TuUy, and Tom Tooly, in effect none neuer blotter bayltd, but not one the fewer, 
at all. either 1 bcleeue m Actc, or 1 bclecue, in Pur- 

Matchiauell a great man; Caslilio of no |x)se. A niimlKT of our preachers sibU* to 
small reputation: Petrach, and Boccace in AVcwcA AWiiorf, at the first, more than Men, 
cuery mans mouth : Ga/oM?, and neuer in the end, lessc than Women. Some of our 
80 happy: oucr many acquainted with Vnuo pregnanlcst and soonest ri|>e Wils, of llermo- 
Arettno: The Prendi and Italian when so genes met lull for al the wot Id : Oldc men and 
highlyc regarded of Schollers ? The /xi/ine and Gounsailours amongst C'hildicn; Children 
Greehe, when so lightly? The Queene mother aiiKuigsi t'ounsuihnirs, and oldc men: Not 
at the beginning, or ende of eucryc conference : a Itwe dubble faced Jaui, and chaungcablc 
many bargainc* of Mounsieur : Shymnrs a Camelions : ouer-m,inyc Clawbackes, and 
noble gallant fellowe: all inquisitiue after Picktihanks: Reedes slwken of cuenc Wind ; 
Newes, newe Bookes, newe Fashions, newc lackcs of bothe sides: Asi)cn Icaucs : painted 
Lawes, newe Officers, and some after newe Shtuthes, and Sepulchres: Asses in Lions 
Elementtn, and some after newc Heauens, and skins : Dunglecockes : slipperyc EIcs : Dor- 
Hcllcs to. Turkishe affaires hmilhrly knowen: misc : I blush to thinkc of some, that weene 
Castcb budded in the Ayrc : muche adoc, and thcinsrlucs as fledge as the rc.stc, being, God 
little hclpe : lacke would fainc be a Gentle wot, as kallowc as the rest : cuery yonkcr to 
manne ; in no age so little so muche made of, sjxmkc of as {wliliquc, and as great a Common- 
euci'y one highly in his ownefauour, thinking no wealths man as liishop[)c Gaidner, or Doctor 
mans penny, so good si luer as his own : Some* Wullon at the least: as if eueric man nowe 
thing made of Nothing, in spite of Nature: ad.iyes hauing the framing of his own IIoiv 
Numbers made of Ciphars, in spite of Arte : scope, were borne in dectmo cali domictlio, and 
Geomctricall Proportion seldomc, or neuer had al the Wit, Wisedomc, and Worshippe in 
vsed, Arithmeticall ouermuch abused: Oxen the world at commaundement. Sed heus in 
and Asses (notwithstanding the absurditic it aurem: Memimstin ait Varro? Omnes 
seemed to Plautus) draw both togithcr in one, vtdemur nobis esse belli, Jestiui, saperda, cum 
and the same Yoke ; Conclusio Jer^ sequilut sumus ‘ Canopi : Dautd, Vlisses, and Solon, 
deteriorem J^im, The Gospell tau^te, not fayned themselues foolcs and madmen : our 
learned : (Tharitie key colde : nothing good, foolcs and madmen fainc themsclucs Dauids, 
but by Imputation: the CermoniaU I^we, in Vlisses, and Solonsi and would goe nigh to 
worde abrogated; the ludieiaU in effectc dis- decciuc the cunningest, and best experienced 
anulled: the Aforoii indeede abandoned : the Metaposcopus in a country: It is pity faire 
Li^hie, the Lifhie in eucry mans Lippes, but weather should euer do hurt, but I know what 
marke me their eyes, and tell me, if tnev look? peace and quietnes hath done with some 
not Iikcr Howlets, or fiattes, than Egles ; as melancholy pickstrawes in the world : as good 
of oldc Bookes, so of auntient Vertue, Honcstie, vnspoken as vnamended. And wil you needet 
Fidclitie, Equitie, newc Abridgementes : cuery haue my Testimonial! of youre oldc Controlleri 
^ In Noniat Marccllnfl de Compendiota Doarino % v soperdoe. The true reading i« cum timui 
the lint edition (c. 1470) gives amop$ (possibly a misreading of CAIlPOl); corrected to 
mmopUid\n the editions of 1471 and 1483. 
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new bebauior ? A busy and dizy heade, a 
brazen forehead : a ledden braine : a woodden 
mt : a copper face ; a stonv breast : a fac- 
tious and eiuish hearte : a founder of nouel* 
ties : a confounder of his owne, and his friends 
good gifts ; a morning bookeworm, an after- 
noone rnaltworm ; a right luggler, as ful of his 
sleights, wyles, fetches, casts of Legerdemaine, 
toyes to mocke Apes withal, odde shiftes, and 
knauish practizes, as his skin can holde. He 
often telleth me, he looueth me as himselfe, 
but out lyar out, thou lyest abhominablr in 
thy throate. lesu, I had nigh hand forgotten 
one thing, that ywis somtime I think often 
ynough vpon : Many Pupils^ lackcmates, and 
Hayle fellowes wel met, with their Tutors, and 
by your leaue, some too, because forsooth they 
be Gentlemen, or great heires, or a little neater 
and gayer than their fellowes, (shall I say it 
for shame ? beleeue me, tis too true) their very 
own Tutors. Ah mala Liccntia, tnilio non 
fuit SIC. Slulta est omms tuucnilis Doctrina, 
sine virili quadam Disciplina. Quasi ver) 
paupenortbus duntaxai pueris, ac non muUd 
magis generosa, atque nobili luuenluti con- 
ueniat, pristine tlhus Inslitutionis, atque Edu' 
cationis seueritas, ei ingenucc, et prudentis, 
et erudiice, et cum Tutoris persona, turn pu- 
piUOf etiam ipsi perquam accomodata, Vsque- 
quaque sapere oportet ; id erit telum acerrtmum. 
Catera fer?, vt ohm : Bellum inter Capita, et 
membra continuatum : publtcis de- 

fensa schohs, priuatis confirmata parietibus. 


omnibus locis ostentaia, Scire tuum nthtl est, 
nisi te scirct hoc sciat alicr. Plurimi passim 
fit Pecunia, Pudor pmui pendiiur: NthUi 
habentur Liters ; Miki crede, credendum nulli : 
0 amice f amicus nemo. Quid iu interim? 
Quomodo te inquies, geris ? Quomodof Opti- 
mum est aliena frut tnsanta. Video : taceo, 
rtdeo : Dixi. Et tamen addam, quod ait Satyri- 
cus tile : 

Viuendum est reel?, turn propter plurima, turn 
\ hts 

Pracipue causis, vt hnguas Mancipiorum 

Contemnas. 

E meo munietpio, Poslridie qudm superiores 
de Tcrr^eniotu sermones haberentur, td est, ni 
fallor, Aprilts seplitno, Vespert. With as 
man\c gentle Goodnightes, as be letters in this 
tedious Letter. 

Nosti manum tanquam tuam. 
POSTSCRIPTE. 

This Let tier may only be shewed to the two 
odde Gentlemen you wot of. Marry I would 
haue those two to see it, as sone as you may 
conueniently. 

Non multis dormto : non muliis sertbo : non 
cupto placere mullis : Altj alios nutneros laudants 
praferuni, veneranlur : Ego fer? apud nos, fer? 
apud VOS Trinitatem. 

Verbum sapienti sal : nosti catera : et tres 

Charlies habes ad vnguem 



A Gallant familiar Letter, containing 

an Ansvvcre to that of' M. Inimcnto, with 
sundry proper examples, and some Precepts 
of our tngliihc icfoimcd Vciiifying. 


To my very fiiciui M. tmmtrm. 


S lenor Immento, to passe oucr youre nce<lc* 
iesse complaint, wvth tlie residue of vour 
preamble (for of the Earthquake I prc'-up{) 0 '<* 
you haue ere this receyued my gootlly dis* 
Ciiurse) and withall to let my late 
Hexametres goe as h^hilNC as they rame : I 
cannot choose, but thankc and honour tlic 
good Aungcll, (whether it were Gabnell or 
some other) that put so good a motion into 
tlie heads of those two extellonl (ientlemen 
M Sidney, and A/ Ihn, the two very I>ia* 
mondcs of hir Maicsties Lourto for rnanv 
Sj^eciall and rare qu*\lities : as to helpc for- 
warde our new famous enterprise for the Lx- 
changing of Ijarlwrous and liildurturn Kymes 
with Artificial Versos: the one Ix’ing in 
manner of pure and fine G<iuldo, the other but 
counterfet, and base \lfauourtd C'op|x?r. 1 
doubt not but their liuclie example, and I’r.ie- j 
tise, wil prcuailc a thousand limes more in 
short spare, than tlie dead Aduertizcment, 
and persuasion of M. Ascham to the •lame 
Eflectc : whose Scholemaister notwithstanding 
I rcuerence in respect of so learned a Mofiuc. 

I would gladly be acquainted with M. Iranis 
Prosodyc, and I bcsc^he you, commende me 
to good iV/. Sidneys ludgemcnl, and gentle 
M. Immertlos Obseruations. I hope your nexte 
Letters, which I daily exspect, wil bring me in 
farther familiaritic and acquaintance with al 
three. Mine owne Rules and Precepts of Arte, 
I bclecue wil fal out not greatly repugnant, 
though peraduenture somewhat different : and 
yet am I not so resolute, but I can be content 
to rcserue the Coppying out and publishing 
therof, mtil I haue a little better consulted 
with ray pillowe, and taken some farther aduize 


of Madame Sprrienza. In the mcane, take this 
for a general (.'aueat, and say 1 liauc reucaled 
one great invsferie vnto you : 1 am of Opinion, 
there is no one more regular and lusiiluble 
direction, evt her for the assured, and infallible 
|('ertaintic of our Knglwli Arlifiriall Prosixlyc 
(u.rtieularly. or generally to bring our loin- 
gu.ige into Arte, and to frame a llrammer or 
Khctorike thereof : tlian first of all vniuersally 
to agree \jK>n one and (he same Orio^raphtCt in 
all pointes confornubic and projxirt innate to 
ottr Common Natural Prosodye : whether Sir 
Thomas Smithes m that res|jecl l>c the most 
|K‘rfit, as surily it must needes lx: very good: 
or else some ot her of protoundor Ix*arning, and 
longer Kxperu net , than Sir Thomas was, 
shewing bv neeessarie demcjnstration, wherin 
he dcfertiue, wil vndrrtake shorlcly to sup- 
pile his w antes, and make him more absolute. 
My selfe dare not hope to hopfie after him, til 
I see something or other, loo, or fro, publirkcly 
and autentirally established, as it were by a 
general! ('winsel, or arte of Parliament : and 
then peraduenture, standing vpjion firmer 
grounac, for Companie sake, I may aduenture 
to clo as other do. Interim, crc*dit me, I <iare 
geue no Preceptes, nor set downc any Certatne 
General Arte : and yet sec my boldencssc, I am 
not greatly squaimishc of my Particular 
Examples, whereas he that can but reasonably 
skil of the one, wil giuc easily a shreude gesse 
at the other : considering that the one felcheth 
his original and offspring from the other. In 
which respcctc, to say troth, we Beginners haue 
the start , and aduauntage of our Followers, who 
are to frame and conformc both their Examples# 
and Precepts, according to that President 
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which they haue of vs : as no doubt Homer or j 
some other in Greeke, and Ennius, or I know 
not who else in Laiitte, did preiudice, and ouer- 
rule those, that followed them, as well for the 
quantities of syllables, as number of feete, and 
the like: their onely Examjiles going for cur- 
rent payment, and standing in sleade of Lawes, 
and Rules with the posterilie. In so much 
that it seemed a sufficient warrant (as still it 
doth in our Common Crammer schooles) to 
make ri in and v, in Vnus long, because 
the one hath n^fi i’ i» and the 

other, Vnus homo nobis, and so consequently 
in the rest. lint to let this by-disputation 
passe, which is already so throughly discoursed 
and canuasbcd of the best Philosophers, and 


namely Anslotk, tliat poynt vs, as it were 
with the forefinger, to the very jounlaines and 
head springes of Artes, and Artificial! preceptes, 
m the Analtliques, and Metaphystkes : most 
excellently set dowiie in these joure Golden 
Termes, tlie famoussest Tennes to speake of in 
all Logique and Phtlosophie, 

Wer/uyvi shall 1 nowe by the way 
sende you a lanuarie ^ijl m Aprtll: and 
as It were shewe you a thnslmas Gambowlde 
after Easter } Were the manner so very fine, 
as tlie matter is very good, 1 durst presume of 
an other kinde of Plaudtte and Granierae, than 
now 1 will : but being as it is, 1 besecche you 
set jiarcialitie aside, and tell me your maister- 
I ships fancic. 


A New yeeres Gift to my old friend Maister 

George Bi/c haiinger: In commeuiiatiou of th)ee most precious 
AcciclcntcSj bamc^ and lEvai’ilj: and finally of 

the fouith, ^ CJood Ton^ut. 


V Ertue sendcih a man to Renownc, Fame 
lendeih Aboundaunce, 

Fame with Aboundaunce maketh a man litrtse 
blessed and happtc. 

So the Rewar de oj lamous Verlue makes numy 
wealthy. 

And the Regard oj Wcalthte Vertue makes many 
blessed : 

0 blessed Vertue, blessed hame, blessed Abound 
daunce. 

0 that 1 had you three, utlh the losse of tlnrtie 
Comencementes. 

Nowe farewell Mistrcssc, whom lately 1 loued 
aboue all, 

These be my three bonny lasses, these be my three 
bonny Ladyes, 

Not the like Trinitic a^aine, saue onely the 
TrinUte aboue all : 

Worship and Honour, first to the one, and theft 
to the other. 

A thousand good leaues be for euer graunted 
Agrippa. j 

For sqmbhtng and declaymmg against many j 
fruitlesse 1 

Arles, and Craftes, deutsde by the Diuls and 
Spntcs, for a torment, 

Ana for a pligue to the world : as both I^ndora, 
Prometheus, 

And that cursed good bad Tree, can testifie at 
all times. [these. 

Mari Geittgawes and Babies, in comparison of 


Toyes to mock Apes, and Woodcockes, in corn- 
par iwn of iiuse. 

lugltng castes, and knuknaikes, tn comparison 
of these. 

Yet behtnde there is one thing, north a prayer at 
all tymes, 

A gcKKl 'longue, tn a mam lhad, A good Tongue 
tn a uoomans. 

And what so precious matUr, and foode for a 
food Tongue, 

As blessed Vertue, blessed Tame, blessed Aboun- 
daunce. 

VEnuoy, 

Maruell not, what J meane to send these Verses 
at Luensong : 

On Ncweyceres Euen, and Oldyeeres End, as a 
Memento : 

Trust me, I know not a rilcher IrucU, newish or 
oldish, 

Than blessed Verlue, blessed Fame, blessed 
.Ibundaunce, 

0 blessed Vertue, blessed Fame, blessed Aboun- 
daunce, 

0 that you had these three, with the losse o/Fortic 
Valetes, 

He that wisheth, you may hue 
to see a hundreth Good Newe 
yeares, euery one happier, and 
merrier, than other. 
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Now to requite your Blindjdded preUe God, 
(wherin by the way I wouldc gladly leanie, 
why, Th?t m the nrst, Y/ m the hrst, and 
thirde, ///, and My, m the l»u.t, being shortc, 
Mg alone should be made lon;^cr in the very 
same) Imagm me to cornc into a goodly 
Kcijtibhe Gardm of your old Lords, or some 
other Noble man, and Sjiying a florishing Bay 
Tree there, to demaunde n import, us lol- 
lowelh ; nmike vpjxin Pelrarthes 

Arbor viUoriosa, tnomfiilt, 

Onor d* Imperadort, e dt Poele : 

and perhapjxjs it will aduaunce the wynges ol 
your Imagination a dt^grec higher: at the 
least if any thing can be added to the loftincsse 
of his conccitc, whom gentle Mtslrtsse Rosa- 
Unde, once rejwted to haue all the Initllt- 
genets at commaundement, and an other time, 
Christened her Segnior Pegaso. 


LETTERS. foS 

Yd h'arewll, ForewtU^ tki Keuwi of (host, 

that 1 honour : 

Clary to Garden ; Clary to Muses : Clary to 

Vert lie. 

Partim low, ti Palladt, 

Partim Apoilim d Musis. 

But seeing I must needcs Ix-wray my store, 
and set open my shopix* wyiulowcs, nowe I 
nray thee, and coniure t luv by all thy amorous 
Ktgardes, and Lxotnsnus of Lone, rail a 
Parliament of thy Scmsihlc, and Intelligible 
jHiwers together, and till me, in Tom Trothes 
earnest, mIuM 11 sdondo, d famoso Poeta, 
Mtssrr hfmiertto,si\y\\\ to this bolde Satyri[c]all 
Likll lately denied at the instaunce of u ccr* 
tavne wursliinfiill Ilartefordshyre Gentleman, 
of myne ohV ai(]iiayniuiii)ce : in Cratiam 
quorundam llluUrium Anglojrannialorum, hie 
d ibtque apud nos voJtlanhum. Ageditm verb, 
tto^it homines, tanquam tuam if>stus cutem. 


Encomium Lauri. 

Hat might 1 rail tins Tret? A Liurell ? 
0 bonny Laurdl : 

Needts to thy boites will 1 hoic this knee, and 
vaylt my bonello : 

B ho, but thou, the icnoume of Prince, and 
Princely Poeta : 

Th' one for Cr(rdne,Jor Garland th'other thankdh 
Apollo. 

Thrice happy Daphne : that turned uas to the 
ICiy Tree, 

B horn such seruaunles serut, as challenge serwee 
of all men. 

U /w chieje Lorde, and King of Kings, but 
//I'EmjKTOur oiilv 

And Poet of right stampc, ouerauith t/j’Km- 
|K*rour himseljc. 

\i'ho, but knonrs Arelyne, was he not halje 
Prime to ihe Primes. 

And many a one there hues, as nobly minded at 
all poyntes. 

Kow Farnoell Bay Tree, very Queene, and 
Goddesse of all trees, 

Kitchest perle to the Croum, and fayrest hloure 
to the Garland. 

Fame itod I craue, might 1 so presume, some 
farther acquamlaunce, 

0 that 1 might ? but 1 may not : woe to my 
desltnie therefore. 

T rust me, rwt one more loyall smuiunt longes to 
thy Personage, 

But what sayes Daphne ? Non omni dormio, 
worse lucke : 


Speculum Tuscanismi. 

Since Cialntto came tn, and Tusianisme gan 
vsurpe, 

Vanitie nboue all : Vtllanic ne>t her, Slatelynes 
hmpresse. 

No man, but Minton, Stowie, Louie, PlatrWr 
SUHiyne, quoth a I ordw.^ .* 

No uordts but valorous, no uarkes but uoomanish' 
onelv 

For Itje Magnificoes, not a beck but glorious tri 
shfv\ 

In deedr most frtuolous, not a looke but Tuscanisk 
olwayes. 

Ills cringing side nccke, Eyes glauncing, Kis- 
namic smirking, 

IP tth forefinger kisse, and braue embrace to the 
fooiewarde. 

Largcbelhd Kodpeasd Dublet, vnkodpeased halfe 
hose, 

Straite to the dock, like a shirte, and close to the 
briUh, like a diuelmg, 

A little Apish liatie, cou'ched fast to the pale, 
like an Oyster, 

French Camarick Ruffes, deepe with a witnesu, 
starched to the purpose. 

Furry one A per se A, his lermes, and hraueries 
tn Print, 

Delicate in speach, queynte tn nrayt : conceited 
in all poyntes : 

In Courtly guyles, a passing singular odde 
man. 

For Gailanles a braue Myrrour, a Prtmerose ef 
Honour, 
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■A Dkutmi ftUmee pertUsu in 

En^nd, 

N(H At like Discoinser for Tonptet mi head to 
he found out : 

Not the like resolute Man, /or p^eat and serious 
aJJayreSf 

Not the like Lynx» to spie out secretes, and priui- 
ties of States. 

like to Argus, Earde, like to Midas, Nosd, 
to ll^aso, 

Wfoffd, like to Vitxoxiy,fillst of a Thousand for 
uheemployde, 

nay tnore than this doth practise of Italy 
inoneyeare. 

None doe I name, hut some doe I know, that 
a piece of a tweluemonlh : 
iiatk so perjiled outly, and inly, both body, both 
joule, 

that fione for sense, and senses, halfe tnatchable 
with them. 

A Vulturs smelling, A{x*s tasting, sight of an 
Eagle, 

A spidew touching, Hartes hearing, might oj 
a Lyon. 

Cotnpoundes of wisedome, mite, proioes, bounlte, 
benauiour. 

All f^allant Virtues, all qualities of body and 
soule : 

0 thrice (enne hundreth thousand times blessed 
and happy, 

Blessed and happy Trauailc, Trauailer most 
blessed and happy. 

Penatibus Hetruscis lafibusque nostris In« 
quilinis : 

Tell me in good sooth, doth it not too 
euidently appearc, that this English Poet 
wanted but a good patterne before his eyes, as 
it might be some delicate, and choyce elegant 
Poesie of good M. Sidneys, or Af. Dyers, (oucr 
very Castor, and Pollux for such and many 
greater matters) when this trimme geere was 
in hatching: Much like some Genllewoom/m, 

1 coulde name in England, who by all Phisick 
and PhyiriognOmie too, might as well baue 
brought forth all goodly fairc children, os they 
tame BOW some ylfaucired and deformed, had 

S at the tyme of their Conception, had in 
(, ttte amiable and gallant beautiful! Pic- 
turet of Ad&nis, CupUo, Ganymeits, dr the | 
Kke, which no doiibt #0tlld haue wrought such 
deeM impresaioa in their fantasies, and intagi* 
kMtlooji^tl theitHMeo, and perbappes their 
Childrem childrea too, myght haue thanked 
MM IM, itt long ii they fUl haot 
theirheaika. ' 


But ntyne owne leyture tayleth me : and' to 
say troth, I am lately become a marodkiiB 
great straunger at myne olde MisWesst Poetries, 
being newly entertayned, and daylv employed 
in our Emperour lustimans seruiee (sailing that 
1 haue alreadie addressed a certaine pleaaur- 
able, and Morall Politique Naturali mixte 
deuise, to his most Honourable Lordshippe, in 
the same kynde, wherevnto my neat Letter, 
if you please mee well, may perchaunce make 
you priuie :) nurrie nowe, if it lyk;e you in the 
meanc while, for varietie sake, to sec howe 
I taske a young Brother of myne, (whom of 
playne lohn, our Italian Maister hath Cristened 
his Piaiolo Giouannibattista,) Lo here (and 
God will) a peecc of hollydayes exercise. In 
the morning I gaue him this Theame out of 
Quid, to translate, and varie after his best 
fashion. 

Dum fueris fcclix, multos numerabts Amicos, 
Tempora si Juerint nttbtla, solus eris. 
Aspicis, vt ventant ad Candida tecta columha f 
Accipial nuUas sordida Tunis Auest 
His translation, or rather Paraphrase before 
dinner, wus first this : 

1 . 

Whdst your Beames are fatie, whilst Cofers 
stufjd with aboimdaunce, 

Freendcs will abound: If became waxe hare, 
then adieu sir a Goddes name. 

See ye the Doouesf they breede, and feede in 
gorgeous Houses : 

Scarce one Dooue doth hue to remaine in ruinous 
Houses, 

And then forsooth this : to make proofe of 
his facultie in Pentameters too, affecting a 
certaine Rithrmis withall. 

3 . 

Whilst your Pitches abound, your friends will 
pkty the Placeboes, 

If your wealth doe decay, friend, Uke aftend, 
will away. 

Dooms li^ht, and delig/U in goodly fain tyled 
houses ; 

If your House be but olde, Dooue to remoue he 
yebcide. 

And the last and largest of all, this : 

3 - 

If so he goods enerease, then doyly enenasetk 
a gpods friend. 

If SO he foods deerottse, (Im slraHt detnaseA 
a goods friend. 

Then God mgki goods friend, who oeUme 

proouetk a good friend. 
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' < III |ii4r» fM# fM likf 

< kikty^ Ik f00^ Jritnd. 
D9it^^^.aiidiL9ikm$$t m writmt differ 
^letter; 

In Mk tmeAytn midb» io resmbkk an eAer 
another* \ 

Tyk m the D^mkm trimly, and pliant, 
whmtkitikegareliausef 
Fyle me the Docutkouse : learn it mkanmie, 
where the like poorekmel 
Leake to the Lmuhmue : where ike retort is, 
tkereisapyeihewe: 

Gynm port, and many Jayle: straight sptrrts and 
Cempome/aiUtk, 

Beleeue me, I am not to be char^ with 
abouc one, or two of the Verses ; aiiq a fourc 
or fiue wordes b the rest. HU afternoones 
Theame was borrowed out of him, whom one in 
your Coate, they say, is as much beholding 
vnto, as any Puuict, or Starre m Heauen is 
vnto the Sunne : and is quoted as your seif 
best remember, b the Close of your Ocia^. 

Giunto Alessandro a la famosa tmba 
Del Jero AehtUe, sosfirando disse, 

0 forlun^, che si emara trornba 
Trouasti. 

Within an houre, or there aboutes, he 
brought me these foure lustie Hexameters, 
alter^ since not past in a worde, or two. 

Noble Alexander, when he came to ike Umde 0 } 
AchUles, 

AeSu ^ ^ 

That such a Trump, so peat, so hude, so glartaus 
hast found. 

As the renowned, and surprising, Archpoet 
Homer. 

Vppon the yiewe whereof, Ah my Syrrha, 
ouoth 1 here is a gallant exercise for you in 
oeede : we baue had a little prettie triall of 
you(r) Latin, and /tafiow Translation : Let me 
sec now I pray, what you can doo in your 
Qwne Tongue: And with that, reaching 
a oertainefainousBooke, called the newe^&cp- 
hordes Calender: I turned to Willyes, and 
Thomaiins Emblemes, b Marche: and bad 
him make them eyther better, or wotm in 
English verse. 1 gavie him an other bowres 
lespUf: but befom I looked be hb, be sud- 
daimly rushed vpdit me, and gHue me bs 
dudie^ thatfociMlly let dowoe b li itire 
peioe of fbper. 


1, Thomaiins tmbUmi* 

Of Hcnny, and of Canle, in Loue them it stem, 
The Homy is niidt, but the Goide is mere* 

2* Willyes Embletrie* 

To he wise, and eke to Loue, 

Is (punted scarce to God aboue* 

3 . Both combined in one, 

Loue is a thin( more fell, than fuU of Gaule, than 
of Ilonny, 

And u> be uiu, and Loue, is a worhe for a God, 
or a Goddes peere. 

With a small voluntaric Supplement of bis 
ownc, on the other bide, in commendation of 
liir most gratious,and tlirice excellent Halestie: 
Not the like Virgin opine, in Asia, or Afric, or 
Europe, 

For Royall Virtues, for Maiestie, Dounlie, Be- 
hautout 

Rdptim, vti vides. 

In both nut passing a worde, or two, corrected 
by met. Something more I liaue of liis, {^tly 
that very day be^n, and partly continued 
since : but yet not so perfitly finished, that 
1 dare committe the viewe, and examination 
thereof, to Messer ImmetUaes Censure, whom 
after those tame two incomparable and my- 
raculous Gmim, Omni wceeptume maiores, I 
recount, and cbaulk vppe in the Catalogue of 
our very principall Engliihe AriStarchi* How- 
belt, I am nigh hulfe porswaded, that b tyme 
( stgutdem vlisma primts respondeanl) for length, 
bredtb, and depth, it will not come far behinde 
your Epubalamion Thamrsis : the rather, hau- 
ing so fayre a president, and patterne Ufore 
his Eyes, as I warrant him, aiid he pfesumeth 
Co haue of tliat : both Master Cellinskiad, and 
Af.iiaf/i(f()iAeadtoo,beingtogitberthereb. Hut 
euer, and euer, me tbink^ your great Catoes, 
Ecquid eriipretij,KDd our little Catou, Bet 
qua prosuwi, itiahe suche a buubg, and ringing 
in my head, that 1 baue litUc ioy to animate, 
and encourageeitber you , or him to got Ibrwaidf 
vnkftse ye imght make atrouDt of some certibe 
ordbarte wacce, at [at] the leutwise baue your 
meate, and drinke for your dayes workes. As 
for my aelfe, howMeuer I haue toyed, tod 
trifled heretofore, i am nowe taught, and 1 
trust 1 shall ihorUy tenrne, (|DO lOMdie, ^ 
of mcem iieonittb gwe you mim b th< pbyw 
fielde>to employ my tnmiyle,iiid tyne wholly 
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or chicfely on those studies and practizes, that 
carne as they saye, mcate in their mouth, hau- 
mg cuermore their eye vppon the Title L)e 
pane lucrando, and their hand vpon their hall- 
penny. For, I pray now, what faith M. Cuddte, 
alias you know who, in the tenth Aglogue of 
the foresaid famous new Calendtr ? 

Piers, I haue piped erst so long with payne, 

That all myne Oten reedes been rent, and wore. 
And my poore Muse hath spent hir spared store, 
Yet little good hath got, and much lesse gayne. 
Such pleasaunce makes the Grashopper so poore. 
And ligge so layde, when winter doth her straync 

The Dapper Ditties, that / woonl denize, 

To jeede youthes jancie, and the flocking jry, 
Delighten much : what 1 the belt for thy '{ 

They han the pleasure, I a ^lender prize 
1 beatc the bushe, the birdes to them doe flye, 
What good theiroj to Cuddy can arise. ^ 

But Master Collin Cloute is not cuery body, 
and allx:it his olde Com|Kinions, Master Ciuidy, 
and Master Hobbinoll be as little beholding to 
their Mistresse Poctrie, as cucr you wilt : yet 
he peradueniure, by the meanes of hir s|)ecial 
fauour, and some jiersonall pnuilcdge, may 
hap|x,*ly hue by dying Pellicanes, and purchase 
great landes, and Lordshippes, with the monev, 
which his Calendar and Dreames liauc, and will 
aflourde him Extra locum, 1 like your Dreames 
passingly well . and the rather, liirause they 
iauour of that singular extraordinarie vinne 
and inuention, winche I eucr fancied moste, 
and in a manner admired onelye in Lucian, 
Petrarche, Aretine, Pasqmll, and all the most 
delicate, and fine conceited (ireciaiis .in<l 
Italians: (for the Romanes to sjx-ake of, arc 
but verye Ciphars in this kindc :) whose chiefest 
endeuour, and dritlc was, to haue nothing 
vulgare, but in some ri*spccte or other, and 
especially in liuely Hyperbolicall Amplifica- 
tions, rare, queint, and odde in cuer\ |)omtc, 
and as a man woulde save, a di-grcc or two at 
the leaste, aboue the reache, and conqxissc of 
a common Schollers cajiaatie. In wliichc rc- 
specte notwithstanding, as well for the singu- 
laritie of the manner, as the Diuinitie of the 
matter, I hearde once a Diiiinc, preferre Saint 
Johns Heuflalion before al the veriest Mata- 
ph\ ucatl riiKmj,and iollvc'st conceited Dreames 
or lixtasies, that euer were deuiscd by one or 
other, howe admirable, or supcrexccllent soeuer 
they seemed otherwise to the worlde. And 
truely I am so cortfirmed in this opinion, that 
when I bethinke me of the veric notablest, and 
moste wonderful Prophcticall, or Poetical 


Vision, that euer I read, or hearde, me seemetb 
the proportion is so vnequall, that there hardly 
appeareth anye sembbunce of Comparison: 
no more in a manner (specially for Poets) than 
doth betweene the incomprehensible VVisc- 
dome ol God, and the sensible Wit of Man. 
But what iicedeth this digression betweene you 
and me.'' I dare saye you wyll holde >our 
selfe reasonably wel satisfied, if youre Dreames 
be but as well esteemed of in Englande, as 
Petrarches Visions be in Italy : whiche I assure 
you, is the very worst I wish you. But, see, 
how I liaue ihcAricMemorafiue at commaunde* 
ineiit. In good faith I had once againe nigh 
forgotten your Eaerie Queene : howbeit by 
g<) 0 <i chan nee, I haue nowe sent hir home at the 
laste, neither in better nor worse case, than 
I founde hir. And must you of necessitie haue 
my ludgemcnt of hir in deede ? To be plaint, 
I am voyde of al iudgoment, if your Nine 
Coma'dies, whervnto in mutation of Herodotus. 
you glue the names of the Nine Muses, (and 
in one mans fansie not vinvorthily) come not 
necrer Ariosioes Comccdies, cytlier for the 
finenessc of plausible Elocution, or the rare* 
ncsse of Poetical Inuention, than that Lluish 
Queene doth to his Orlando Furioso, which not- 
withstanding, you wil nei'des seeme to emulate, 
and hope to ouergo, as you flatly professed 
your self in one of your last Lc'tters. Besides 
that you know, it hath bene the vsual practise 
of the most exquisite and ocldc witles in all 
nations, and specially m Jlahe, rather to shewe, 
and aduaunce themscliics that way, than any 
other: a.s namely, those three notorious 
dvseoursing heads, Bibinia, Machiauel, and 
Aretine did, (to let Bembo and Ariosto jiasse) 
with the great admiration, and wonderment of 
the whole counirey: being in deede reputed 
malchablc in all points, both for conceyt of 
Witte, and clcxpienl dccyphcring of matters, 
cither with Aristophanes and Menander in 
Greek, or with Plautus and Terence in Litin, 
or with any other, in any other tong. But I 
wil not stand greatly with you in yourowne 
matters. If so be the Faerye Queene be fairer 
in your cic than the Nine Muses, and Hob- 
goblin runne away with the Garland from 
Apollo : Markc what I saye, and yet I will not 
say that I thought, but there an End for this 
once, and fare you well, till God or some good 
Aungell putte you in a better mindc. 

And yet, bicause you charge me somewhat 
suspitiouslyc with an olde promise, to deliuer 
you of that iealousic, I am so farre from hyding 
mine owne matters from you, that loe, I muste 



FAMILIAR LETTERS^ 629 

nee<!es be reuealing my friendcs secreaies, now his Maibircssc witl\all. T)ie parties snail b«?e 
an honest Countrey Cientli-man, soinctiims Ujiiamelesse: siiuinp, that the C»entlewoinans 
Scholler: At whose request, 1 bestowed this true, or counterhufe Christen name, must 
paw Ring bongrely Rune vjxin him, to present j necessarily lie bewrayed 


5 To my good Mistresse Arne : the 

very lyfe oFmy 1\ fc, and oncly 
bcloucd M vstresse. 


Entle Mistresse Anne, / am plaine h \ : 
nature : 

I iras miter so Jarre in bite with any creature 

Happy were your seniatU, tj hee coidJe hec so 
Anned, 

And you not vnhappy, if you shoube he so 
manned. 

I hue not to gbu, where I hue indeede, 

AW Godt and good baint Anne, sendc me 
good speede. 

Suche goodly Vrrtues, suche amiable Grace, 

But I must not Jail a praysxng ‘ I uxinte Time, 
and Pl(ue, 

Oh, thal 1 had mine olde Wittes at commaunde- 
metil : 

I knoue, what I coidde say without controle- 
ment : 

Bui let this sujfice : thy desertes are suche : 

That no one in this worlde can hue thee too 
muche. 

My selje viosle vnworthy oj any suche JarlicUte, 
But by imputation oJ thy gratious ('urteste 

I leaue to bue the Muses, since I loued thee, \ 
Abs, what are they, when I thee see / I 


: Adieu, adieu pleasures, and profits all : 

My Hart, ami wi\' Soule, but at one bodyes call. 

II oulde Cod, I might laye to htr : My hart- 
roole IS thine . 

Ami, {o Pleasure oJ Pleasures) Thy sweele 
haftroote mine 

Xour / beseeche thee by whatsoeuer thou burst 
bestc, 

Let It he, as I haue saide, and, Soule, take thy 
reste 

By the Jatlh oJ true lxnte,amlhy my truest Truely, 

Thou shall neuer putle Jorth thy Jmie to greater 
I ’surte 

And Jor other odde necessaries, take no care, 

Your scruaunls Dcrrnonmni shall ridde you oJ 
that Jcarc 

1 scrue but two Saints, Saint Rcnny, and Saint 
Anne, 

Commende this I muste, con,maunde that I 
canne. 

Kowe, shall J be pbtne f / praye thee euen most 
lujrtily, 

' h'equUe lujur, with Loue : and JareweU most 
1 harlily. 



Postscriptc. 


/ But onu loued bejore, and shee Jor sooth was 
a Susan rie : 

Bui the Heart oJ a Susanne, not north the 
Haire oJ an Anne : 

A Sus lo Anne, ijyou can any Latine, or Prwter : 
Shee blesh, htr, Mother Fish, hir bather a 
verye Kewter. 

I uoulde once, and might ajier, haue spedde a 
Gods name : 

But, tJ she coye it once, she is none oJ my 
Dame. 

Howe I praye thee moste hartily, Thricegenile 
Mistresse Anne, 

Looke Jor no long seruice oJ so pbine a manne 


And yet I assure thee, thou shalt neuer want any 
j seruice, 

IJ my selje, or my S. Penny may perjorme thy 
wtshe. 

' And thus once againe, (Jull bath) 1 lake my leaue 
I oJ thy sweete harte, 

.Widi as many loutng barewels, as be buing 
I fMings in my heart. 

I He that bngeth to be thine owne 

j inseparably, Jor euer and euer. 

' God hclpc vs, you and I arc wisely eiDployed, 
(are wee not ?) when our Pen and Inke, and 
i Time, and Wit, and all runneth away in chii 
goodly yonkerly veine : as if the world had 
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nothing else for vs to do : or we were borne to 
be the only N<mproJiaefUs and Nihila^ents of 
the world. Cuiusmodi tu nups, aique tuuntis 
nisi vnd mecum {qui solmni quodam iureiuran- 
do, aique veto obslrtngor, relicto isto amorts 
Poculo, iuris Poculum primo quoque tempore 
exhaurire) tarn tandem aliquando valedtcas, 
{quod tamen, vnum itbi, credo, rZi ievtirut 
ikdebitur) nihil dicam ampltus, Valeas. E meo 
municipio. Nona Calendas Matas, 

But hoc I pray you, gentle sirra, a word 
with you more. In good sooth, and by the 
faith 1 beare to the Muses, you shal neuer haue 
my subscription or consent (though you sliould | 
charge me wyth the authoritie of hue hundreth | 
Maister Drants,) to make your Carpenter our 
Carpenter, an inche longer, or bigger, than God 
and his Englishe pe^le haue made him. Is 
there no other Pollicie to pull downe Ryming, 
and set vppe Versifying, but you must ncedes 
correcle Magnified : and againste all order of 
Lawe, and in despite of Custome, forcibly 
vsurpe, and tyrannize vpim a quiet companyc 
of worcles, that so farre beyonde the meraorie 
of man, haue so peaceably enioyed their seueral 
Priuiledges and Liberties, without any dis- 
turbance, or the leastc controlcmcnt ? \Vhat ? 
Is Horaces Ars Poclica so quite out of our 
Englishe Poets head, that he muste haue his 
Remembrancer, to pull Iwm by the sleeuc, and 
put him in mind, of, Penes vsum, ei tus, cl 
norma loquendit Indeed I remember, who 
was wont in a certaine brauerie, to call our | 
M. Vabn^er Noble M. Valanger. Else neuer | 
heard I any, that durst presume so much oner 
the Englisxie, (excepting a fewe suchc stam- j 
merers, as haue not the inastcrie of their ownc 
Tongues) as to alter the (Juantilic of any one 
sillable, otherwise, than oure common ^ix-arhe, 
and generall receyued Custome woiilde Ixrare 
them oute. VVoulde not I laughc, thinkc you, 
to liearc Messer Immcriio come in Ixildely with 
his Maihtie, Roydltie, Ilonestie, Sciences, FactlC 
ties, Excellent, Tauernour, Manjulh, Faith- 
jtiUy, and a thousimdc the hkc : in stcade of 
Mai/stie, Koydllie, Ilon/slte, and so forth ? 
And trowc you anyc coulde forbeare the by ting 
of his Lippe, or smyling m his Slceuc, if a iolly 
fellowe, and greatc Clarke, (as it mightc bic 
youre sclfe,) reading a fewe Verses vnto him, 
for his own credite and commendation, should 
nowe and then, tell him of, bargafneth, foUnu> 
infit kaniwing, thoroughly, Trauaflers, or the 
hke^ in stcade of, hcargafneth, jodiheing, harrdw* 
tngvAtvi the reste ? Or will Segnior Immeriio, 
bycMsey may happe, he hathe a fat-bellyed 


Archedeacon on his side, take vppon him to 
controll Maister Doctor Watson for his All 
TraualUrs, in a Verse so highly extolled of 
llsistcT Ascham^ or Maister himsclfc, 
for abusing Homer, and corrupting our Tongue, 
in that he saith : 

Quite throughe a Doore jlfwq a shajte with a 

brasse head ? 

Nay, haue we not somtime, by your leaue, 
both the Position of the firste, and Dipthong 
of the seconde, concurring in one, and the same 
I sillable, which neuerthelesse is commonly and 
ought necessarily to be pronounced snort ? 
I haue nowe small time, to bethink me of 
many examples. But what say you to the 
second in Merchaiindise ^ to the third m 
Couenaunteth ? and to the fourth in Appm'ten- 
ounces? Durst you aduenture to make any 
of them long, either in Prose, or in Verse ? 
I assure you 1 knowe who dareth not, and 
suddihnly fcareth the displeasure of all true 
Englishmen if he should. Say you suddainly, if 
you liste : by my certatnly, and certainty I wil 
not. You may precciuc by the Premisses, (which 
very worde I wouldc haue you note by the waye 
to) the Latinc is no rule for vs ; or imagine afore* 
1 hande, (bycausc you are like to proue a great 
I I’urchascr, and leaue suche store of money, 
I and possessions bchinde you) your Executors 
wil dcalc jrauduUnlly, or vioUntly with your 
suut^ssour, (whiche in a maner is euery mans 
case) and it will fall oute a resolute pomte : 
the third in Excculorcs, frauduUter, violclcr, 
and the seconde in Successor, being long in the 
one, and shorle in the other: as in seauen 
hundreth more: suchc as, disciple, recited, 
excited: teni^menl, oriUour, laudtble : and a num- 
ber of their fellowes arc long in English, short 
in Latinc : long in Latinc, short in English. 
Ilowbeit, in my fancy, such words, as violently, 
diligently, magnijicenlly, indifferently, sceme lo 
a manner reasonably indifferent, and tollcrable 
either waye, neither wouldc I greately stande 
with him, that translated the Verse. 

I Cur mittis violas t vi me violentius vras f 
Why/ send you violets ? to burne my poore hart 
j violently. 

! Marry so, that being left common for verse, 
I they arc to be pronounced shortc in Prose, after 
I the maner of the Latines, in suchc wordes as 
, these, Cathedra, Voliicres, medioaes, Cekbres. 

And thus fane of your Carpenter, and hh 
I fellowes, wherin we are to he moderated, and 
ouerruled bv tl>f v«uall, and commew receiued 
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sounder aod not to deuisc any counterfaitc fan- 
tastical! Accent of cure ownc, as manye, other- 
wi^ not vnlearned haue corruplely and 
ridiculouslye done in the Greeke. 

Nowe for your Heatun, Seauen, £feauen, or 
the like, I am likewise of the same opinion : 
as generally in all words else : we are not to goe 
a little farther, either for the Prosody^ or the 
Orihofrapkyt (and therefore your Imaginarie 
Diastole nothing worthe) then we are licenced 
and authorized b^’ the ordinane vso, and cuv 
tomc, and proprietie, and Idiome, and, as it 
were,Maicstieof our speach : whichc 1 accounte 
the only infallible, and soueraignc Rule of all 
Rules. And therefore hauing respectc there* 
vnto, and reputing it Petty Treason to reuolt 
therefro: dare hardly eyther in the Prosodu, 
or in the Orthography either, allowe them two 
sillables in stcade of one, but woulde as well m 
Writing, as in Speaking, hauc them vsed, as 
Monosyllaba, thus : heaim, icditi, a katm, as 
.Maistcr Ascham in his loxophxlus doth Yrtu, 
commonly written Vron : 

yp to the pap hts siring did he pull, his shajte 

to the horde \ttie. 

E'^pccially the diflcrence so manifestly 
appearing by the Pronunciation, bctwcenc 
these twoo, a leavn a cloche and a lem>en 0 ] 
Dowe, whyche lea-ven admit teth the Diastole, 
you speakc of. Hut see, what absurdities thvs 
yl-fauoured Orihngraphyr, or rather PseuaO’ 
graphy, hathe ingendred : and liowc one errour 
still breedeth and Ix^getteth an othrr. Haue 
wee not, Mooneth, lor Moonlhe : sithence, for 
since : uhilest, for whtlsle . phanlour, for 
phansie : euen, for • Dutei for Dtvl : 
God hys u^aih, for Goddes uraih . and a ihon- 
sande of the same slain|)e: wlierem the u>r- 
rupte Orthography in the mo^te, hathe Ixtrir 
the sole, or princi|xill c.iuse ol c()rru[)tc Pro- 
sodve in ouer many ? 

Marry, 1 confesse some wordcs we haue 
mdeede. as for example, /uyer, cither for l^'init i- 
full, or for a Marie : ayer. iKjthc pro acre, and 
pro hcFtede, for we say not Jletre, l»ut phone 
Aire for him to, (or ebe Scoggins Aier were a 
poore lest) whiche are commonly, :uid iiuve 
indiffercntlv be vsed eyther wayes For yon 
'^hal as W'cll, and as ordinarily heare jayer, as 
faire, and Aier, as Aire, and bolhc alike : not 


the same sorte : sometime MonosyUaba^ some* 
time Polysyllaba. 

To conclude both poiiites in one, I dare 
sweare pnuatcly to your scUe, and will defende 
publiqufly ogamstc any, it is neither Heresie, 
nor Paradox, to sctic downc, and siandc vppon 
this assertion, (notwithstanding all the rre- 
ludiccs and Presumptions to the coniraric, if 
they were tenne tunes as manye mo«) that it 
IS not, cither Position, or Dipthong, or Dia- 
stole, or anyc like Grammer Sthoolc Deuice, 
that docth, or can indeedc, either make long or 
short, or cnerrase, or dimmish the iiumlKr of 
Sillables, but onely the common allowed, and 
receiiuHl }*rosodye : taken vp by an vniuersall 
const nt of all, and continued by a generall vse, 
and Customc of all. Wherein neuerthelessc 
I grant, after long aduise, and diligent olrserua- 
turn of jiartuiilars, a certain Fmform Analog, >e, 
and CoiKordancc, Ixing in j^rocessc of lime 
cvpved out. .Soinctiinr this, sometime that, 
hath been noted bv gtxxl wits m their /IfuiiyiM, 
to fall out generally aiykci* and us a man 
woulde sayc, rt'giilarly m all, or mostc wordes: 
as iVi^ition, Dipthong, and the like: not a‘ 
firstc, and esHiitiall causes of this, or that 
cfiecte, (lierc lyclh the |K)mt) but as Secun- 
dane ami Accidcntall Signes, ol this, or that 
Qualitie. 

h IS the vulgare, and natural] Mother Pro- 
sodve, that alone worketh the fealc, as the 
oncly supreame Foiimlressc, and Ktforincr f»l 
Position, Dipthong, (Jrthographic, or what* 
socucr else: whose Alhrmatiiuii arc nothing 
worth, if she oiue com hide the Negaliiic : and 
whose se(und<r intenliones mu'-tc hauc their 
whole allowtUKi* and warranle from hir prtma. 
.\ik1 therr lore in vhorle, this is tlie veric sliorte, 
j ,ind the long . PcMtion nuthcr maketh shorU , 

, nor long m oure Tongue, liul so farre as w< 
<.in get liir gcxKl leauc. Peraduenture, vp|K’n 
I the diligent surucw’c, and examination ol 
Particulars, s(jme the like Analogic and Uni 
formity, might lx* founde oute in some oilic 
rcsjxfle, th.i! slioulde as vniucr*ally arn, 
( anoiiirallv holdc arnoogsl vs, as Position 
dottli witli th( laitincs and Greekts. I sayc, 
(|xr‘iduenturc,) Incau^e, hauing not yet made 
anye s|xciall Dbseniation, I dare not precisely 
afhrme any gfncrall ccrtair.fK : allxit 1 pri- 
sume, ‘'O gfKxl and st risible a Tor.gue, a» ours 


onely of diuers and sundrye persons, but often is, fjceviig wyihall so like itselfe, as it is, can- 
of the very same: otherwhilcs vsing the one,' not but haue something equipollent, and 
otherwhiles the other : and so died, or dvde : countcniaileable to the besie Tongues, in some 
spied, or sptde : tryed, or tride : fyer, or Jyre: one such kinde of conformitie, or other. And 
mj'fr, or myre : wylh an infinyte companyc of this forsooth is all the Artificial Rules and Pri • 
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cepts, you arc like to borrowc of one man at 
this tune. 

Sed amaho ite, ad Corcult tut delicatisstmas 
LtUraSf -propediem, quam potero, accuralissttru : 
foi interim tllarn exqutstlissimts salitiibus, alqtie 
Salutatumibus tmpertiens, quot habtl in Capt- 
iulo, captllos semiaureoSy semiargenleosy semi- 
gantneos. Quid qtuEris? Per tuam Venerem 
altera Rosalindula est : eamque non alter, sed 
idem ilUy (tua, vt ante, bona cum gratia) coptose 
amat Uobbinolus O mea Domina Immerilo, 
mea belltsstma Colima LloutUy mullo plus pluri- 
mum salue, atque vale. 


You knowe my ordmarie Fostseripie : you 
may communicate as much, or as little, as you 
list, of these Patchcncs, and fragments, with 
the two Gentlemen: but there a straw, and 
you loue me • not with any else, friend or foe, 
one, or other : vnlesse haply you have a 
sf>ecial desire to impirte some parte hereof, to 
my good friend M. i)aniel Rogers: whose cur- 
tesies are abo re gist red in my Marble booke 
I You know my meaning. 

Nosti manum et stylurru 

G. 











5 To the VVorshipfull his very sin- 

gular good friend, Maister G. H. Fellow 

of Trinitie Hall in Cambridge. 


G Ood Master G. I pcrceiuc by your most 
curtcous and frcndly Letters your good 
will to be no lesse in dced» than 1 alwavt^ 
esteemed. In recompcnce wherof, think 1 Im.- 
seech you, that I wil spare neither sjiecrh, nor 
wry ting, nor aught else, whcnsocuer, and 
whcrcsoeuer occasion shal Ik* oflred me: yea, 
I will not stay, till it be oflred, but will seeke it , 
m al that possibly 1 may. And that you may 
pcrceiue how much your Counsel in al things 
prcuaileth with me, and how altogithcr I am 
ruled and oucr-rulcd thereby ; 1 am now deter- 
mined to alter mine ownc former purjxise, and 
to subscriljc to your aduiicment : being not- 
withstanding resolued stil, to abide your farther 
resolution. My principal doubts arc these. 
First, I was minded for a while to haue inter- 
mitted the vltcring of my wrilings : leaste by 
oucr much cloying ihcir noble cares, I should 
gather a contempt of my self, or else seeme 
rather for gaine and commodilic to doe it, for 
some sweet ncssc that 1 haue already tasted. 
Then also me scemeth the work too base for his 
excellent I^Kdshi[), being made in Heniour of 
a priuate Personage vnknowne, which of some 
\l-willers might be vpbraided, not to be so 
worthic, as \<>u knowe she is: or the matter 
not so wcightit. that it should l)c oflred to so 
wiMghtie a Perse)nage : or the like. Tlic selfe 
former Title stil hketli rne well ynough, arid 
\our fine Addition no le*sse. If these, and the 
like doubtes, muye l>c of import aunre in Nonr 
'.ceming, to frustrate any jiarte of your aduite, 
I bceseeche you, without the leaste vUe lf»uc 
of your own purpose, councell me for tire l)este : 
and the rather de>e it faithfullye, and carefully, 
for that, in all things I attribute so murhc to 
your iudgement, that I am euermore content 
to adnihibte mine owne determinations, in 
respecte thereof. And indeede for your selfe 
to, it sitteth with you now, to call your wits, 
and senses togitber, (which are alwaiis at rail) 
when occasion is so fairely oflered of Estima- 
tion and Preferment. For, whiles the yron is 


hote, it is good striking, and minds of Nobles 
\ur.c. as their E-states. Verum rte quid durtus. 

1 jtray you bethinke you well hereof, good 
M.ustcr 6'. and forthwith write me those two 
or three s{H‘cial jxiints and caueats for the 
livucc. Dr qutbus tn suprnortbus tilts mrlltUsst' 
vui,hnpsnmt'‘<iuc Littrris tuts. Your desire to 
Ik, ire of ms* l.ttc U'cing with hir Maicstie, 
music dye in it selfc. As for the Iwoo worthy 
(icntlenien, M.istir Sidney, and Master Dyer, 
they liauc me, I thankc tlum, m some vse of 
lamiliurity: of whom, and to whome, wluit 
spciiche |xis.M:th for yourc criditc and estima- 
tion, 1 loaue your selfe to concciuc, hauing 
alwayes vo well concciued of my vnfained uflcc- 
lion, and rralc towardcs you. And nowc they 
haue proclaimed in thtir a 

generall surMaiiog and silence of Ixildc Kymi rs, 
and also of the veric beste to: in '•tcade 
wliercof,tluyhaui’ by .iuiho(ri)tic oft heir whole 
Senate, pcsenUd certuine Lawes and rules of 
Quantities of English sillablts, for English 
Verse: hauing had thereof already gicate 
practise, and drawen mec to their f.ution. 
Kewe Bookes 1 heare of none, but only of one, 
that writing a certainc Ikxikc, called 'J'he 
Schoole of Abuir, and dedicating it to Maister 
Sidney, was for hys lalxir scorned : if at Icastc 
It be in the gfXKincssc of that nature to scorne. 
.Si( he follu IS It, not to regarde aforchandc the 
inclination and qualiHc of him, to whome wre 
dedicate oure IkKikes Suche mighte I happily 
meurre, entituhng My Slcntber, and the father 
Pamphlets, vnio his honor. I meant them 
rather to Matslrr Dyrr Hut I am, of late, 
more in loue wyth my Fnglishe Versifying, 
than with Ryming : whyche I should haue 
done long «!infe, if I would then haue followed 
your councell. Srd te solum tarn turn susptcahar 
cum Aschnmo saprre : nunc Aulam video 
egregws alcre Foelas Angltcos. Maister E. K. 
hartily desircth to be commended vnto your 
WorshipgK* : of whome, what arrornpte he 
rriaketh, youre selfc *^liall hereafter ijerceiw. 



TWO OTHER VERY 


6j6 

by hys paynefull and dutifull Verses of your 
selfe. 

Thus muchc was written at Westminster 
yestcrnijiht : but comming this mornirg, bee* 
ynfj the sixteenth of October, to Mystresse 
Kerkes, to haue it deliuered to the Carrier, 1 
rcceyued yourc letter, sente me the laste 
weeke : whereby I perceiue you other whiles 
continue your old exerci'^e of Versifying in 
Englidi: whych glorie I had now thought 
shouldc haue l)cne onely ours iieerc at Ix)ndon, 
and the Court. 

Truste me, your Verses I like passingly well, 
and enuye your hidden paines in this kinde, or 
rather maligne, and grudge at your selfe, that 
woulde not once imparte so nuiche to me. But 
once, or twice, you make a breache in Maisier 
Dranls Rules ; quod tamen condonahmus tauto 


Poeia, tuaquae tpstus maxima in his rebus 
auiorilali. You shall see when we meete in 
London, (whiche, when it shall be, certifye vs) 
howe fast I haue followed after you, in that 
Course : beware, leaste in time 1 ouertake you 
Veruntumen te solum sequar, {vt sapenurmo 
sum projessus,) nunquam sane assequar, dum 
viuam. And nowe rt-quite I you with the like, 
not with the verye beste, but with the verye 
shortest, namely with a fewe lambickes : I 
dare warrant, they be precisely perfect for the 
feete (as you can easily ludgc) and varie not 
one inch from the Rule. I will imparte yours 
to Maister Sidney, and Maistcr Dyer, at my 
nexte going to the Courte. 1 praye you, keepe 
mine close to your selfe, or your verie entire 
friendcs, Maister Preston, Maister Still, and the 
rcste. 


lambiciirn Prime trim. 

T TNhappte Verse, the mtnesse of my vnhappie state, 
y Make thy selfe Jlulirtn^ mn^s of thy fast flying 
Thought, and fly forth vnlo my Lone, whersoeuer she be : 
Whether lying reasllesse in heauy bedde, or else 

Sitting so cheerelesse at the cheeffull boorde, or else 
Playing alone carclesse on hr heauenlie Virginals. 

If in Bed, tell hr, that my eyes (an take no reste : 

if at Boorde, tell hr, that my mouth can eate no meate : 

If at hr Virginals, tel hr, I can heare no mirth. 

Asked why I juv Waking Imuc sujfereth no sleepe : 

Say, that raging Loue dothe appall the weake stomacke : 

Say, that lamenting Ime marreth the Musicall, 

Tell hr, that hr pleasures were uonte to lull me asleepe : 

Tell hr, that hr beautie was wonte to feede mine eyes : 

Tell hr, that hr sweete Tongue was wonte to make me mirth. 
Noive doe I nightly waste, uwUtng my ktndely reste : 

Nowe doe I dayly starue, wanting my liuely foode : 

Nowe doe I alwayes dye, wanting thy timely mirth. 

And if I waste, who will bewaile rny heauy chaunee ? 

And if I starue, who will record my cursed end ? 

And if I dye, who will saye : this was, Immento 


I thought once agayne here to haue made an 
ende, with a heartie Vale, of the best fa.shion : 
but loe, an ylfauourod myschaunce. My lost 
farewell, whereof I made great accompt, and 
muche maruellcd you shoulde make no men- 
tion thereof, I am nowe toldc, (in the Diucls 
name) was thorough one mans negligence quite 
forgotten, but shoulde nowe vndoubtedly haue 
beene sent, whether I hadde come, or no. 
Seing it can now be no otherwise, I pray 


you take all togither, W 7 th all their faultes: 
and nowe I hope, you will vouchsafe mee 
an answeare of the largest size, or else 
I tell you true, you shall bee verye deepe 
in my debte : notwylhstandyng, thys other 
sweete, but shorie letter, awi fine, but 
fewe Verses. But I woulde rather I might 
yet see youre owne good selfe, and receiue 
a Reciprocal! farewell from your owne sweete 
mouth. 



COMMENDABLE LETTERS. 


637 


j4d Ornatissimum ‘virnniy multis tamdiu 

nominibus clarissimum, G. H. Immcrito 

stily mox in Gal lias nauigaturi^ 


Ic malus epnpumt sic non inimicus Amt' 

cum: I 

Sicqtie nouus veUrm inbct ipse Poeta Poetam^ 
Saluere, ac cab post seada muUa secundo 
lam reducemf cttlo mage, q\u)m nunc tpse, 
sccundo 

Vtier. Eccc Deus, {tmdh sU Deiis ilk, remxum 
Qm vocet in scelus, et luraios perdat amores) 
kxce Deus miht dara dedii modi) stgna Martnus, 
El sua veligero lents parat Aiqiiora Ltgno, 

Mox sulcanda, suas eitam paler Aiolus Iras 

Poml, ft tngenles ammos Aqutlonis 

Cuncia vijs sic apla meis : ego solus ineplus 
Nam mthi nescio quo mens saucta vulnere, 
dudum 

Fluctuat anciptli Pclago, dum Nauita proram 
Jnualidam mlidus rapxl hue Amor, et tapU tlluc. 
Constlijs Patio meltoribus vsa, decusque 
1 minor talc kui difjessa Cuptdinis Arm. 
Angtmur hoc dubto, et portu vexamur in ipso. 
Magnc pharelrali nunc tu conlemptor Amorts, 
(Id libi Dtj nomen precor baud tmpunc remtUanl) 
11 os nodos exsolue, et eris mihi magnus Apollo. 
Spirilus ad summos, sew, te generosus Uonores 
Exsltmulai, maiusque docet sptrare Poetam, 
Qutim kuts est Amor, et tamen baud kuts est 
Amor omnis. 

Ergo mini laudi reputas arqualc perenni, 

Pnrque sacrosancla splcndoris imagine tonti, 
Ccrlera, qua vecors, vli Numina, vulgus adorat, 
Prirdia, Amuiitas, vrbana peculm, Nummos, 
Qiucque placeni omlis, Jormas, spectacula, 
A mores 

Concukare soks, vt humum, et ludtbria sensus. 
Dtgna meo cert? Harueto sentcnlia, digna 
Oratore amplo, et generoso pedore, quam non 
Stoica jormtdet itelerum Satnentia vinclis 
Sancire alcmis : sapor naud tamen omnibus 
idem, 

Dicitur ejffall proks facunda Laerta, 

Quamlibft ignoli iactata per aquora Cali, 
inque procelloso longum exsul gurgiie ponto, 

Pra tamen amplexu lackrymosa Coniugis, Ortus 


Calestes DiutJmque (boros spreutsse beatos, 
lantum Amo>‘, cl Mulur, vcl Atnote putentior. 
Ilium 

Tu tamen illudis : tua Magnificentia tanta est: 
Prtrque subufnbraJa Spkmioris Imagine tanitf 
Prtrque illo Mentis Jamosis nomine parto, 
Cutera, qua Ferors, vlt Numina, vulgus adorat, 
Ptadia, Anucilias, armenla, pcculia, nummos ^ 
{luaque placeni oaths, jormas, spectacula, 
Amores, 

Qiurque pbcent ori, qiurque auribus, omnia 
tcmnis. 

Nee tu grande sapis, Sapor at sapientia rum est : 
Omms et in partus heni qut scit desipuissC, 
Sirfif superaUjs palmam sapienitbus aujert. 
Ludit Arntippum modo telrica Turba Sophorum, 
Muia purpurea moderantem verba Tyranno : 
Ludii Aristippus dictamina vana Sophorum, 
(luos kuts emensi male torquet Cuhets vndrra » 
Et qutsquis pbcuisse sludet lierotbus allis, 
Destpuisse sludet, sic gratia crescit tneptis, 
hentque iMungens qutsquis sua tempora vittis 
Insignire volet, Popub^ue placere jauenli, 
Destpere insanus aiscit, turpemque pudendte 
.Slullifter laudem quarit. Pater Ennius vnus 
Dutus tn tnnumerts sapiens : laudalur at ipsi 
('armiruj vesano judnse liquenlta vino. 

Nec tu pace tua, nostri Cato Maxime seecll, 
Nomen honor ali sacrum mereare Poeta, 
Qnanlamms illustre canas, et nobtk Carmen, 

Nt stultirc i>elis, stc Slultorum omnia pkna. 
Tuta sed in medio superest via gurgite, nam Qul 
Nec rehquis nmthm vult desipuisse videri, 

Nec sapuisse mmis, Sapientem dixeris vnum. 
IltMC te merserit vnda, tllinc combusseril Ignis, 
Nec tu delicias nimis aspernare fluentes, 

Nec serd I)ominam venienlem in vota, rue 
Aurum 

Si sapts, ablatum, {Curijs ea, Fabricijsqiu 
Linque viris miseris miseranda Sophismaia 
quondam 

Grande sui decus ij, nostri sed dedecus aul ;) 
Nec sectare nimis. Hes vtraque crimine plena. 


‘ 'An Enclo^arr mith the prrvioa^ letter, Tliis n the 'last farewell’ there referred to, writtm on 
^ Oct 1570, but not forwardefi owing to »ome one'i negligence, now recovered by Spenatr, amd 
encloaed with bit ia/er letter of i^th and i6(h Oct J 
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Hoc bene qui {si quis iamen hoc bene 

collet) 


Scribe f vel invito saptenlem hunc Socrate solum. 
Vis facit vna pios : lustos facit altera : et altra 
cordatOf ac Jortia pectora : veritm 
Omne tuht punciumt qui miscuit vtile dulci. 
Dtj mthi, duke diu dederant : veritm vltle nun* 
quam : 

Vtile nunc eiiam,S vtinamqiioque didce dedissent. 
Dij mihit {qutppe Dtjs aquiualta maxima 
paruis) 

Ni nimis inuideant mortalibus esse healist 
Duke simul tnbuisse queanl, simul vltU : tanta 
Sed Fortuna iua est : pariter queeque vttkf 
queeque 

Dulce dat ad placitum : sceuo nos sydere naii 
Queesitum imus earn per inhospUa Caucasa 
long?, 

Perque Pyrenaos monies, Bahilonaque turpem, 
Qudd si queesitum nec tbi invenerimus, ingens 
tEquor tnexhaustis permensi errortbus, vltrd 
Fluctibus in medijs sod] quceremiis Vlyssis. 
Passtbus inde Deam Jessis comilabimur cegram, 
Nobik cui Jurtum qucerenli dejuit arbis. 

Namque stnu pudet tn patrio, tenebrisque pu- 
dendis 

Non nimis ingenio luuenem infaclice, virentes 
Offkijs Jr uslr a deperdere vtlibus Annas, 
Frugtbus et vacuas speratis cernere sptcas. 
Ibimus ergo slalim : {quis eunii Jausta prece- 
tur ?) 

Et pede Cltvosas Jesso cakabimus Alpes. 

Quis dabit tnlerea condilas rore Britanno. 

Quis tibi Litterulas? quis carmen amore petid- 
cum ? 

Musa sub Oehalij desiiela cacumine mantis, 
Flebit inexhausto tarn tonga silentia Planctu. 
Lugebilque sacrum lachrvmis llelicona tacentem. 
Haruetusque bonus, {chorus licet omnibus idem, 
Idque suo meriio, prope sitauwr omnibus vnus,) 
Angelas et Gabriel, {quamuis comitatus amteis 
Innumens, genidmque choro stipatus amteno) 
Immerito iamen vnum absentem scepe requtrei, 
Opiabitque, Vlinam mens hic Edmundus adesset, 
Qui noua scripsisset, nec Amores conticuisset 
Ipse suoSf et scepe ammo, verbisque bentgnis 


Fausta precaretur : Deus ilium aliquando re- 
ducat, etc. 

Plura vellem per Chariles, sed non licet per 
Musas. 

Vale, Vale plurimitm. Mi amabilissime 
Harueie, meo cordi, meorum omnium longe 
charissime. 

I was minded also to haue sent you some 
English verses : or Rymes, for a farewell ; but 
by my Troth, I haue no spare time in the world, 
to thmke on such Toyes, that you knowe wdl 
demaund a freer head, than mine is presently. 
I besecche you by all your Curtesies,and Graces, 
let me be answered, ere I goe : which will be, 
(I hope, 1 feare, I thinke) the next weeke, if 
1 can be dispatched of my Lorde. I goe thither, 
as sent by him, and maintained most what of 
him : and there am to employ my time, my 
body, my minde, to his Honours seruice. Thus 
with many superhartie Commendations, and 
Recommendations to your sclfe, and all my 
friendes with you, I ende my last Farewell, not 
thinking any more to write vnto you, before 
I goe : and withall committing to your faith- 
ful! Credence the eternall Memorie of our euer- 
lasting friendship, the inuiolable Memorie of 
our vnspotted fnendshippe, the sacred Memorie 
of our vowed friendship: which I beseech you 
Continue with vsuall writings, as you may, and 
of all things let me heare some Newes from 
you. As gentle M. Sidney, I thanke his good 
Worship, hath required of me, and so promised 
to doe againe. Qui monet, vt facias, quod lam 
fads, you knowe the rest. You may alwayes 
send them most safelv to me by Mistress 
Kerke, and by none other. Sconce againe, 
and yet once more. Farewell most hartily, 
mine owne good Master H. and loue me, as 
I loue you, and thinke vpon poore Immerito, 
as he thinketh vp>pon vou. 

Lcycester House. This 5. of October. 1579. 

Per mare, per terras, 

Viuus, mortuusque. 

Tuus Immerito. 
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To my vcrie Friende, 

M. Immcrito. 


Z IberaUssimaSigncr Immeriio, in good soot he 
mypoorc Storehouse will presently afiourd 
me notning, either to rccompence, or coiinter- 
uaile your gentle Masters^ps, long, large, 
laui<:h. Luxurious, Laxatiue Letters withall, 
(now a Gods narne, when did 1 cuer in my Ide, 
hunt the Letter before ? but, belike, thercs no 
remedie, 1 must needcs be eucn with you once 
in my dayes,) but only forsoothe, a fewe 
Millions of Kcccxnmendattoiis, and a running 
Coppie of the Verses enclosed. Which Verses, 
{extra tocum) are so well done in Lalim by two 
Doctors, and so well Translated into English 
by one odde Gentleman, and generally so well 
allowed of all, lluil chauncctl to hauc the 
perusing of them: that trust nice, G. 11. w,is 
at the first hardly intrcated, to shame himsclfe, 
and truely, now blusheili, to sec the first 
Letters of his name, stande so nccre their 
Names, as of nccessitic they must. You know 
the Greeke prouerb, frtr's 

iiMmfiriMf and many colours, (as in a 
manner euery thing else) tliat seuerally by 
thcinselucs, secinc rc-.LSonably good, and freshe 
ynough, beyng conij>arcd, and ou» rin.it< hetl 
wylh their Ix-tters, are maruclUxisly di'-graccd, 
and as it were, dashed quite oute of Counten- 
aunce. I am at this instant, very busilye, and 
hotlv employed in certame greale and serious 
affayres; whereof, notwithstanding (for all 
yourc vowed, and long experimented sccrecie) 
you arc not like to heare a wordc more at the 
moste, till 1 my sclfe sec a World more at the 
leaste. And therefore, for this once I beseech 
you (notwithstanding your greate expectation 
of I knowc not what Volumes for an aunsweare) 
content your good sclfe, with these Prcscnles, 
(pardon me, 1 came lately out of a Scriueners 
shop) and in lieu of many gentle Farcwcls, and 
goodly (iodbewyes, at your departure : gyue 
me once againe leaue, to playe the Coun.saylour 
a while, if it be but to iustifie your Iilxrall 
Mastershippes, Nosiri Cato tnaxtme sadi : and 
I coniure you by the Contents of the Verses, 
and Rymes enclosed, and by al the good, and 
bad Spirites, that attende vp>on the Authors 
themsclues, immediatly vpon the contempla- 
tion thereof, to abandon all other foderies, and 
honour Veitue, the onely immortail and sur- 
uiuiiig Aoddent amongst so manye mortall, and 


euer-penshing Substaunces. As I strongly 
presume, so good a Texte, so ciearkly haiKlded, 
by three so famous Doctours, as olde Maisler 
WythipoU, and the olher two bee, may easily, 
and Will fully perswade you, howsoeuer you 
tush at the fourths vniaitable Paraj)hnu>c. 
But a wordc or two, to vour large, lauishc, 
laxatiue Letters, and thenmr thys t‘mie,Aiiuu. 
Of my credit c, youre doubles arc not so re- 
doubted, as yourc selfc oner suspiciously 
iiiuiginc : as 1 pur|x>se shortely to aduitc you 
more at large. Your hollc yron, is so hoilc, 
that It striketh inee to the hcarte, 1 dare not 
come ncarc to strike it : 'Hie Tyde tarryctli no 
inanne, but rnanye a good manne is fayne to 
tarry the Tvde. And 1 kiiowe some, whychc 
collide l>c content to lice theyr own Garners, 
that arc gludde to llianke other for theyr cour- 
lisic: But Beggars, they save, muste l>c no 
chooers. 

Your new-founded 1 honoure 

more, than you will or can supixisc : and make 
greater acrornptc of the twoo worthy Gentle* 
menne, than of two hundreth Dionim Areo- 
paf>tUr, or the verye notablest Senatours, that 
eucr Athens dyddc aflourdc of that numl>cr. 

Your Englishc Tnmetra I lyke better, Ilian 
fx*rhappcs you will easily belceuc ; and am to 
rcc|uite them wyth better, or worse, at more 
conuenient leysiirc. Marry, you must pardon 
me, 1 findc not your warrant »o sufficiently 
I good, and substauntiall in l«awe, that it can 
j jKTsuadc me, they arc all, so precisely perfect 
for the Fcetc, as your selfe ouer-partiaily 
wccnc, and ouer-confidcntly auouche : cspcci- 
allyc the thirdc, whychc hathe a footc more 
than a Lowce (a wondcnxis deformitic in a 
righte and pure Senaru) and the sixtc, whiche 
IS also in the same Predicament, vnlcsse happly 
one of the feele be sawed off wyth a payre of 
Syncopes : and then shouldc the Orthographie 
hauc testified so muche : and in steade of 
lieautrdf Vfrgfndls, you should hauc written, 
Heaunlf Virendls : and Vtr^ndls againe in the 
ninth, and should haue made a Cur toll of Im- 
m/rlu* in the laslc ; being all ootwithstandyng 
vsuall, and tollerable ynouglie, in a mixte, and 
licentious lambicke : and of two tutlles, better 
(no doubte) the fyrite, than the latte : a thyrde 
superfluous siUabie, than a dull Spondeg- 
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Then me thbketh, you baue in my fancie som* 
what too many Spondees beside : and whereas 
Trochee sometyme presuroeth in the 6rste 
place, as namely in the second Verse, Mtdu 
ihyt whyche %, by youre Maistcrshippes owne 
authoritie muste n^des be shorte, 1 shall be 
faine to supplye the oflSce of the Arte Memora- 
thie, and j^tte you in minde of a pretty Fable 
in Absimio the Italian, implying thus much, 
or rather thus little in effect. 

A certaine lame man beyng invited to a 
solempne Nuptiall Fcaste, made no more adoe, 
but sate me hym roundlye downe foremoste at 
the hyghest ende of the Table. The Master of 
the feast, suddainly spying his presumption, 
and hansomely remoouing him from thence, 
placed me this haulting Gentleman belowe at 
the nether end of the t^rd : alledging for his 
defence the common verse : Sedes nuUa dalur, 
pralerquatn sexta Trochao: and pleasantly 
alluding to this foote, which standing vppon 
two syllables, the one long, the other short, 
(much like, of a like, his guestes feete) is 
alwayes thrust downe to the last place, in 
a true Hexameter, and quite thrust out of 
doores in a pure, and iust Stnarie. Nowe Syr, 
what thinke you, 1 began to thinke with my 
selfe, when 1 began to reade your warrant first : 
so boldly, and venterously set downe in so 
formal!, and autentique wordes, as these, 
Precisely perfiiy and not an inch from the Rule ? 
Ah Syrrha, and lesu Lord, thought I, hauc we 
at the last gotten one, of whom his olde friendcs 
and Companions may iustly glory. In eo solim 
peccatf qudd nihil peccat : and that is yet more 
exacte, and preaie in his English Comicall 
lambickes, than euer M, Watson himselfe was 
in his Latdn Tragkall lambickes, of whom 
Af . Aschm reportetb, that he would neuer to 
this day suffer his famous Absdon to come 
abrode, onely because Anapastus in Locis 
paribus, is twice, or thrice vsed in steade of 
Iambus f A small fault, ywisse, and such a 
one in M. Aschams owne opinion, as per- 
chaunce woulde neuer haue b^ne espyed, no 
neither in Italy, nor in Frounce, But when 
1 came to the curious scanning, and fingering 
of euery foote, and syllable : lx> here, quoth 1, 
M, Watsons Anapastus for all the worldc. 
A good horse, that trippeth not once in a 
iourney: and Af. Immerilo doth, but as 
Al. Watson, and in a manner all other landnei 
haue done before him : marry he might hauc 
spared his preface, or at the least, tlwt same 
restrictiue, and streightlaced terme, Pndsriy, 
and all had ^>cen wdl enough; and I assure 


you, of my selfe, I beleeue, no pecce of a fault 
marked at all. But this is the Effect of wa^ 
rantes, and perbappes the Errour may rather 
proceede of his Master, Af. Dranies Rule, than 
of himselfe. Howsoeuer it is, the nmtter is 
not great, and 1 alwayes was, and will euer 
continue of this Opinion, Pmua mdHs con- 
donanda vitia Virtutibus, especially these being 
no Vitia neither, in a common arid iioenc^ 
lamhuhe. Verum ista obiter, non fuidem con- 
tradicendi ammo, out eiiam compndi mUd 
aede: sed nostro illo Academico, pristinoque 
more ratiocinandi. And to saye tnietb, partely 
too, to requite your gentle courtesie in begin- 
ning to me, and noting I knowe not 
bre^he in your gorbelTyed Maisters Rules: 
which Rules go for good, I perceiue, and keepe 
a Rule, where there be no better in presence. 
My selfe neither sawe them, nor heara than 
before : and therefore will neither praise them, 
nor dispraise them nowe: but vppon the 
suruiewe of them, and farther conference, (both 
which I desire) you shall soone heare one mans 
opinion too or fro. Youre selfe remember, 
1 was wonte to haue some preiudice of the 
man: and 1 still remaine a fauourer of his 
deserued, and iust commendation. Marry in 
these poyntes, you knowe, PartiaUtie in no 
case, may haue a foote ; and you remember 
mine olde Stoicall exclamation : Fie on childish 
affection, in the discoursing, and deciding of 
schoole matters. This I say, because you charge 
me with an vnknowne authoritie : which for 
aught 1 know yet, may as wel be cither vn- 
sufficient, or faultic, as otherwise: and I dare 
more than halfe promise, (1 dare not saye, 
warrant) you shall alwayes in these kinde of 
controuersies, finde me nighe hande answerable 
in mine owne defence. ReUqua omnia, qua 
^ hoc supersunt Anglicorum versuum ratione, 
in aliud tempos reseruabimus, ociosum magis. 
Youre Latinc Farewell is a goodly braue 
yonkerly peece of work, and Goddilge yee, I 
am alwayes marucllously beholding vnto you, 
for your Ixiuntifull Titles : 1 hope by that time 
1 haue been resident a yeare or twoo in Italy, 
1 shall be better qualifyed in this kind, and 
more able to r^uite your lauishe, and mag- 
nificent liberalitie that way. But to let Titles 
pd Tittles passe, and come to the very pointc 
in deede, which so nearc toucheth my lusty 
Trauayler to the quicke, and is one of the 
pradomnani humors that raigne in our com- 
mon Youths : Heus mi tu, bone proa, magpe 
mulierculanm amator, egrtgie PamphiU, eum 
aliquando tandem, qui to monel, qui muliensm 
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§m mtp fid widmrmm Pmmimstanm seOamt 
Pispiajmtm, And I ihal tbco be content to 
appeale to 3 fQiir owne karned experienoe, 
imether It be, or be not, too too true : fttod 
iUi soUt d mi »tp$: d 1$ ipsa nammmquam : 
aP expertis emmkus fuoiidit : Amort amantm: 
Nec dtus, vt ptrJM^,Aimr tsi, std amartr, tt 
error • tt fuuftdd m tandem sold sententiam 
Empiricit a^tfori* Ac sciit mUii qmdem 
Agrippa Omdianam iUam^ do Aiit Amandt\ 
videlur cerrtxisst, meritoqut, dt 
Aru Merdricandi, kuerips^. Net verd inepU 
alius, Amatores AUkumuds comparauit, aureos, 
ergenteosque monUt^ aiqut fontes Upfil sont 
fdantAus, sed inUrtm miserh mmambus Car‘ 
honwH fumit p ropemodum occaceUis, aiqut 
etiam sujffocaUs : praeUrquam eelebratum ilium 
Adand Paradisian, alium esse quendam prct’ 
dicauit, sUdtorum quoque Amatorumnie mira- 
biltm Paradisum : ilium vere, hum phaniastici-, 
fanaticequt beaiorum. Sed here alias, Jortassis 
vheriiis. Credite me, I will neuer limie baityng 
at you, til I haue rid you quite of this yonkerlv, 
and womanly humor. And as for your spway 
and hasty trau dl : me thinks I da^ stil wa^ 
al the Books and writings in my study, which 
you know, 1 esteeme of greater \*alue, than al 
the golde and sduer in my purse, or chest, that 

r u wil not, (and yet 1 muste take heede, how 
make my bargaine with so subtile and in- 
tricate a Sophister) that you shall not, 1 save, 
bee gone ouer Sea, for al your saying, neither 
the next nor the nexte w^e. And then per* 
aduenture 1 may personally performe your 
request, and bestowe the sweetest Farewell, 
vpon your sweetmouthed Kastershippe, that 
BO vnsweete a Tong, and so sowrre a paire of 
Lippes can affoorde. And, thinke >oa I will 
iesiue my 11 Pellegrino so ? No 1 trowe. 
My Lor^ Honor, the expatadon at bti 


frieodet, his owns credit* and prtferment, HI 
me, he muatt haue a moece spedall care, and 
good rmude of empiwing his trauaile to the 
btsL And therfore i am Uudyiitt all this 
fortnight, to reads him tuclie a iecture in 
Homers Odysses, and Vtrpls Mntaas, that 1 
dare vnder^e he shall not ncede any further 
instructioD, in Maister Twins Trauayln, or 
Maistn Zuingns Mdkodus Apodemiea: but 
in hit whole trauaile abroade, and euer aftet 
at home, shall shewe himseUe a verie Uuelye 
and aheolute picture of Vlysses and JEntas. 
Wherof I haue the ttroiq^ hope he muste 
needes proue a most capal^ and apt lubiecte 
Q fi)eake to a Logician) hauing the selie tame 
Goddesses and Graces attendant vpon his body 
andmind, that euermore guided them, and their 
actions t especially the ones Minnua, and the 
others Venus: that is (as one Doctor ex* 
poundeth it) the pollitique head, and am 
gouernement of the one: and the amiable 
behauiour, and gratious court esie of the other : 
tlie two verye principall, and moite lingular 
Companions, of a right TrauaiWr : and as per- 
haps one of oure subtile L (4 icians woulde 
taye, the two inseparable, and indivisible 
aoctdcnu of the foresaide Subiects. Dt quihus 
ijpsis, eaterisque omnibus arliHcis Apoatmid 
mstrumentis : inprimisqut dt Hotmrica iOa, 
diuinaqm kerba U mmkimrt tut 

qua Vlisstm suum Mercurius, aduer^ 
sus Cyreea d pocula, d earmina, d vtnena, 
nwrbosttue omntt pronnumuit : d coram, vH 
sbero, breui : d longe, vti soleo, copiosiut •* d 
fortasst etiam, aliquaWh, m^m soleo, cum lab* 
alius cum Polliticl, Pragmatieequt mam* 
Interim trtbus tris syllabi % contentus, ac valebis. 
i nnitieHaltfSKMin royOaiurie.aj.Octob. 1579 . 
In haste. 

Yours, as you hnowt* G, H, 
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Certaine Latin V erses, oj thejrailtie and 

mutabilitie of all things, sauingonely Ver- 
tue : tnade by M. 'Doctor Norton, for the right 
Worshipfull, M. Thonus Sackford, Master of 
Requestes vnto hirMaiestic. 
dLKfogiXOi- 


Th. ''7 '^Empora furtiuo nwrsu laniantur arruena, 
S Sensim Jlorgscnnt, occubttura breui. 

A vere saltl^ Senio nwx confiaendus^ 

C Cura^ labor dttani, non eademquc premunt ? 
F Fallax, vel vtgili studio Sapientia porta : 

0 Ok, et magnatum gloria setpe meet, 

R Res inter varias Jluimus, rutmusque gradatim : 
D. Dulcia Virtutis prcemia sola manent. 


The same paraphrastically varied by M. 
Doctor GoulJingam, at the request of olde 
M. Wythipoll oflpswicne 

T. ^T^Kmpora furtiuo labuntur dulcia cursu, 

S Subsiduntque breui, qua viguere diu. 

A Autumno capUur, quicquid nouus educat annus: 

C Curta luuentutis gaudta. Fata secant. 

F Fallax Ambitio est, atque anxia cura tenendi, 

O Obscurum decus, et nomen inane Sophi. 

R Res Fors hutnanas incerio turbine voiuit, 
i>. Dulcia Virtutis pnama sola manent. 
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Old^ Maister IVythlpols 

owne T ran si at ion. 

O Vr merry daves, by theeuish bit arc pluckl, and tornc away. 
And euery lustie growing thing, in short time doth decay. 
The pleasaunt Sjjring tunes loy. how ^oonc it growclh oldc ? 

And wealth tlial gotten is with care, doth noy a> much, be bolde. 
No wisedome hud with Trauade gr«-at. is lor to trust 111 deede. 

For great Mens state we see tUray, ami tail downe like a weede. 
Thus by degrees we fleete. and sinke in worldly things lull last , 

But Vertues swcctc and due rewumies stande sure in euery blast. 


The same Paraphrastically varied by 

Master G. H. at M. Peter Wy thipolles 

request^ jor his Fjthrr. 

T llesc pleasant <layrs, and Monthes. and y<*arcs, by stelth do jm-sse apoce^ 
And do not things, that llorish nK)st, s<h)iic fatle, and lose their grace ? 
Icsu, how soone the Spring of yeare, and Spring ol voiithlull rage. 

Is conic, and gone, and t>ucrconu‘, and otaugoiu' with age 

In ^xiine is game, but doth not juinc .as rnu« h d<!ia< 1 Iroin hr.illh, 

As It doth addc vnto our store, when ni(>st we roll in wraith r* 

Wisedome hir sclfe must naue hir doomt, and grancst must to graue. 

And mightiest power sib to a flower : wlul then rnnames to trauc ? 

Nowe vp, now downe, we flowe, and rowc in s<*as of worldly cares, 

Vertuc alone cternail is, and shec the Laurcll wcares. 


L'Enuoy. 

Soone said, soone wrrit, soone h'arnd : sormc trinilv done in prose, or verse* 
Bclecud of some, practird of fewe, from Cradle to their Ilcrsc. 

VtrtuU, turn tibi h'eci. 

M. Peter Wythipoll. 

EJ Virtuti, ei mihi : 

Vtrluil, ad laudem : 

Mihi, ad vsum. 


FjNIS, 


CRITICAL APPENDIX 

THE FAERIE QVEENE. 


Bibliography. 

The 6rst three books of F. Q. were originally 
published in 1590. Books IV- VI, with a 
second edition of Books I-III, appeared in 
1596. The fragmentary Book VI I ap|)eared 
first in the Folio of 1609. Except for this 
fragment, the text here printed is based on 
1596. Some printers* errors have been cor- 
rected by reference to 1590, with its valuable 
list of Faults Escaped, cited in tliese notes 
as F.E. The authority of /609 has been 
preferred in half a dozen places. 'I'hc later 
folios of 1611-12-13, i()i7, and 1679, have 
no independent authority. Spenser’s poetical 
works were subsequently edited by J. Hughes, 
17*5 ; H. J. Todd, 1805 ; F. J Child, 1855 ; 
]. P. Collier, 1862 ; R. Morris, 1869 ; A. B. 
Grosart, 1883-4 ; K. E. Ncil DocJge, 1908. The 
F. Q, was also edited separately by J Upton, 
1758, R, Church, 1758-9, and KateM. Warren, 
1897-1900. J. Jortin’s Remarks on Spenser's 
Poems {it contain some giHid emendations. 

Dedication. The words ‘ and of Vtrgtma ’ 
and * to live with the eiernitie of her fame* 
urre added in 1596. 

BOOK I. 

Proem iv. 5. my] mine /590 

I. ii. I. But] And i^QO. 7 he ‘ But ’ of 1596 
marks the contras! helurcn the Ent^hl's ‘ jolly ’ 
appearance and hts dedicated purpose 

V I. an innocent] and inmxrcnt 2590: an 
Innocent i6og 

IX. 6. sweetc bWihng] sweet, bleeding 
1609. But ‘ sweete ’ ts prohahly advtrhial 

ix. 9. secldoin] sildoin 2609 pa\<;im. See 
on IV. xxiii 5 below. 

XU. 5. your hardy stroke 2590. cTi , corr 
FJ£. The corrections of F E are Jreip.itntly 
ipxored by 2596. 

XV. 6. poisonous] poisnous 2590 Spen'^er 
1005 more tolerant of resolved feet bv 2596 

XX. 4. vildly] vilely 2609 passim. The 
spelling ‘ vild ’ is rare after 1600. 

SPKNSIR 


xxi. 5. spring] ebbe 2^590, ; eorr. F.E, 

to auale] t auale 2590; corr. F.E, See note 
on I. xii. 5 above. The correction of* t’auale * 
was obviously made by 1596 independently. 

xxii. 3. longer] lenger 1590. But cj 
I. xxvi. 8. 

xxviii. 8. passed] passeth 2596, 1609 
XXX. 9. sits] fits 2609. But see Glossary. 
xxxi. 6. you] thee 1390. 
xlvHi. 9. with 2596, 2609. 1609 made 
little use of 1590. 

I. 3. thought haue] thought t’hauc 1609. 
hii. 6. since no’vntruth] sith n’vntruth 

1609. In the quartos ‘ silh ’ and ‘ since ’ are 
used indijfferently : 1609 tries to confine' swW 
to the causal, ‘ since ’ to the temporal sense. 

II. xi.3, 4. anon: shield, 2590, 1396: corr. 
1609. The punctuation of 1609 ts more 
logical than that of the quartos. 

xvi. 8. idcly, 1390, 1396 : idlely 2609. 

xvii. 5. cruell spies] cruelties 1390. bre : 
corr. F.E. 

xxii. 5. your] thy 2590. Cf. I. xxxi. 6 
above. 

xxvii. 9. so dainty] so, Dainty 2609 — to 
show that Spenser is quoting the proverb 
' Quae rara, cara ’. 

xxix. 2 . shade him] shade 2596 ; shadow 
2609, supplying the omission by conjecture. 
See note on I xK 111 9 above 

XXIX. 3 y mounted] that mounted 7 590, 
&c : corr F E 

X xxii. 9. nicfull plaints] tuefull plants 
2590. F.E. corrects ‘tuefull’, but not 
' plants ’. 

xl. I, xli. 5. Thens forth] Then forth J 390, 
1396 : corr /' /*,. 

ill. xi. I. To whom] Whom 2596 
XXV. 7. inqucrc] inquire 2596. The rhyme 
favours 2590 

xxxii. 9 Who told her all that fell] told, 
2609 — taking the uords to mean ‘ Who told 
I all that befell her ’. We should perhaps read 
I * all that her fell ’. 



THE FAERIE QVEENE. ^5 


xxxiv. 9. spurnd] spurd 1590. 
xxxvi. 7. mourning] morning 1596. 
xxxviii. 7. the) that rejemn^ prob’ 
abiy to this hnt. {The rejernues in F.E. art 
to pa^es only.) 

IV. xii. 3. a am. 1^96. 7. Rcalmrs) 

Realme /_590. 

XVI. 3. hurllen] hurlcn 1609; and so 
at Hk. I, IV. xl. I, and Bk. 11 , v. vm. 7 
9. glilterand) chtter and 7596, 1609. 

XX. 3. Fronl) For 1396, 1609. 
xxui. 5. seldome] sccldomc IW, sildom 
i6og. 7. dry dropsic] dire dropsic tonj. 
Upton, ajter Horace s ‘ diru6 hydrops’, 
xxxn. 9. fiftc] first 1590, 6rc. : corr. FJi. 
xxK\n.6. Liuijera] Liuijtr' 1590. See 
note I. XV. 6 above. 

xlv. 4. Sans ioy\ ^aans joy 7590. 6 ransc 
of my new loyj cause of new joy 1590, 2596 . 
corr. b .E. 

V. 1. 9. he om. 1596. 

u. This stanza is imitated in Peek's David 
and Bethsabe, written probably before 1590. 

li. 5. hurld] hurls /590, J396 : hurics 
1609 : corr. E E. 

vii. 9. helmets hewen dcc|x*] hewen helmets 
deepe 1590. 

XV. 2 thirsiie] thristy /590. 3. bath] 

bathe 1590, 1609 

xvii. 5. can] pan /590. For ‘can’*^ 

‘ did ’ see Glossary. 

xxiii 8. Sif^htes children] Ntfthts drad 
children 1609, not observing that 'Ni^hies' is 
dissyllabic. 

XXIV 9. fori and 1596, 1609. 
xxvi 6. am] ame /590. Otherwise eye- 
rhymes are common in both quartos. 

xxxviii. 6. cliffs] clifls 1590, brc. : corr. 
F E .So at Bk. I, IX. xxxiv. 0. But Spenser 
found that he needed ‘ clift ’ for the rhyme i« 
Bk I, VIM. xxii. 5. 
xli nigh] high J596, 1609 
xlv. 4. woundcs] weundez 1609, observing 
the dissyllable. 

li. 5. that] the /590, . corr F E 

VI 1. 5. in] It 7590, (fc : corr. F.E. 

v. 5. win] with 7596, 7609. 

viii. 7. misshapen] rnishappen /590 : 
mishapen 7596. 

xiv. 2. doubled] double 7609. 

XV. 2. Or] Of 7596, 7609 : If conj. Huffies. 
xxiii. 8. noursled] nousled 7590 passim. 
7596 uses * nouslc ’ or »* nuzzle ’. 
xxvi. 5. fierce arnl fell] iwifte and cruell 


7590 ; corr. F.E. 9. ai a lyrani law) as 
lyrans law 7596 : as proud tyrans law itot). 
xxxix. 7. quoth be] qd. she 7390. 
xliv. I. fell] full 7590. 
xlvii 8. So they to fight] So they two 
fight 7396, 7609. 

VII. v. 0. did] do 7390. 

XX. 3. the] that 7590. 
xxn. 9. sight om. 7590. 
xxMi. 8. \Vhosc] Her 7 590. This stanza 
IS imitated in 2 Tamburlaine, tv. 4, acted some 
years before 1 590. 

xxxvit. 7. ir.irnple] amble 7^90. This is 
clearl\ an author's, not a printer Sf change 
xlii 6. in()uirc] innucrc 7390. 
xlui. 4. wildest] willies 7390. 6. runnel 

come 7590: ronne F.E. 9. Gchons] 
Gebons 7396, 7609. 
xlvin. 9 liauc you] haue yee 7390 

\ III. Arg 3 the (I'yufil] that Gyaunt Jjgo, 

i!rc. : iorr. b.E. 

1 6. through] thorough 7590. 
ill. 1. the] ins 7 590. 

X. 3. auantagr] adiiiiiitage 7590. 

XI 5 i) Imitated i« 2 I amlwlatne, in. 7,' 
see note on VII xxxn above. 9. murmur 
ring] muriminng 7390, &( : corr. b.E. 

xxi 5 thrif] his Grosart—aflrr ('hurch. 
But ‘their’ may mean * Orgoglw* s and 
Duessa's 

xxiv 0. his) her 7590. 
xxvii. 7. eyesj eye 7390. 
xxxiii. 5. sits] fits 7396, 1609. But see 
I XXX <) above and Glossary. 
xli 7. arni om 7396 

xliv. 4 delight] dislike conj. joriin : others 
dcs[)ight. As ' delight ’ li repeated frvm 1 . J, 
the form of the error is no f^uide. 

IX IX 3 the) that 7590. 5. Tttnons] 

Cleons 1 590 . corr. F.E. 

XI 4 vnawares] vnwares 7396. 
xii 9 on] at 7590, 7596 ; corr. F.E. and 
JO09 

XV 8. vow] vowd 7 590, perhaps rxffhtly 
xviii. 9. as] the 7 596, 1009. 

XXIV. 4. aspide] espide 7609. 
xxxi. 5. mcalt'th] mealt'h 7390 , corr 
ed. ajter Bk. II, II. iv. 5. 

xxxii. 7. nor glee] nor fee conj. Church ; 
cf. Bk. I, X. xlni. 6. Against this cj. Bk. VI, 
V. XXXIX. 3 ; VII. xlix. 0. 
xxxiii. 3. ypight] yplight 7390. 
xxxiv. 6. c(if»] clifls 6rc.: em. 

\ F.E. See on v. xxxviii. 6 ^ove. 



CRITICAL APPENDIX. 


6 ^ 

hi. I. saw] heard /590. 3. reliu’d] 

rclieu’d j6og. 

liii. I. feeble] sccly 1596: silly i6og. 
Comparison unth vii. vi. c, xi. 8 oj this Book^ 
where ‘ feeble ’ and ‘ fraile ’ occur together tn 
lines which this was meant to recall, make ti 
certain that ‘ seely ’ ( -feelie) is a misprint Jor 
* feeble 

X vii. 8. simple true. Cj. note on i. ix. 6 
above. 

XV. 4. well] for 1590. gan] can i6()g. 
See note on V. xvii. 5 above. 
xvi. 8. be] her /590, &c. : corr F.E. 

XX. 5. om. /590, 1596 ; add i6og. This 
is one oj the places which lead us to assist some 
independent authority to i6og. 

xfvii. 6. His bodic in salt water smarting 
sore] His blamefull body in salt water sore 
1590. Another clear case of author* s correc- 
tion, designed to remove ambiguity. 
xxxiv. 8. worldcs] worlds i6og. See on 

V xxiii. 8 and xlv. 4 above. 

xxxvi. 6, Their i6og : There 1590, 1596, 
g call in commers-by] call in-commers by 
EIQOf i 39 ^< 

xxxix. 4. clothes] clothcz 1609. See on 

V xlv. 4 above. 

Hi. 6. Brings] Bring / 590, 7596. 

Ivii. 5. pretious] piteous 7590, &c. . corr. 
F.E. 

lix. 2. frame] fame 7590, 6'c. .• corr. P E 
Ixii. 4. (Quoth he) as wretched, and lin’d in 
like pame] As wretched men, and lined in like 
name 7590. 8. and battailcs none are to 

be fought] and bitter battailcs all are fought 
1590. 9. As for loose loues are vainc] As 

for loose loues they are vaine 7590. But cj. 
Bk. V, HI. xxii. 5 and 6. 

Ixiv. 7. doen nominate] doen then nomi- 
nate 7596. 

Ixv. 3. place] face 7590. 

XI. iii. This stama appears jor the first ' 
time in 7596. j 

V. 1. his] this 7590. 6rc. : corr. F.E. 
vi. 9. scared] feared 1 590, 6rc. ; corr. I 
F E. 

viii. 7. vast] vaste 1390 : wast 7596. 
xi. 5. as] all 1590, See. : corr. F.E. 
xxvi. 6. swinged] singed 7609 needlessly : 
the jorm ‘ swinge ’ w still common in dialect. 
xxvn. 2. vaunt] daunt 7396, 7609. 

XXX. 5. one] it 7590, &c. : corr. F.E. 
xxxvil 9. yelled] yelded 7590, 7396. But 
elsewhere ‘ yelled ’ tn F.Q. Cj., however , , 


‘ drownded ’ in the quarto oj Colin Clout 
•j 62. The true reading may be ‘ yelped 
xxxix. 4, 7. sting and string transposed tn 
1396, 7609. 

xli. 4. Nor 7609 : For 7590, 1596. 
Spenser may have written ‘ For ’ . Negatives are 
similarly conjused in Bk. V, VI. xxvi. 5 and 6. 

li. 7, 8. The early editions have a semi-colon 
at ‘ spred ’ and a comma at ‘ darke making 
1 . S rejer to the lark. 

XII. iii. 5. fond] found 1396, 1609. 

vii. 3. sung] song j 390— an eye-rhyme but 
ambiguous. 

XI. 5. talants] talents 1390, ^c.: corr. F.E. 
XVI. I. pleasure] pleasures 1396, 1609. 
xvii. I. that] the 7596, 7609. 4. note] 

no’te 7609, 1611. 

xxi 7. To tell that dawning day is drawing 
nearc] To tell the dawning day is dawning 
ncare 1396, 1609. 
xxvn. 7. of] and 7596, 7609. 
xxviii. 7. her] his 1396, 1609. Cj. xl. 9 
below. 

xxxviii. 3. frankencense 1396, 1609— 
possibly a deliberate achaism. 1390 has 
frankincense. Cj. note on Bk. II, vii. iv. 8. 
xl 9. His] Her 7596, 1609. 

BOOK II. 

Proem v. 4. else] ellcs 7590. beames] 
beaniez 7609. 

I. i. 7. caytiucs hands] caytiuc hands 
7609 : ‘ caytiue bands * has been conjectured. 

II. 7. natiuc] natiues 1396, 1609 
iii 9. be] he 7609. 

iv. 6, 7. These lines are transposed in 1396, 
1609. 

viii. 5. with fairc] with a faire 7396. 
xvi. I. liefe] life 7590. 

xviii. 6. did he] he did 739O. 
xxxi. 2. handling] handing 1596. 
xxxiii. 8. thrlse] these 7590, 6'c. : corr. 
FE 

xxxix. 4. dolour] labour 7596, 7609, 
xl 4. gore] gold 7396, 7609. 
xliv. 6. rcuenging] auenging 1390. 
xlix. 9. Mordant) Mortdant 7390, 1396; 
hut cj. Argument. 

Ivni. 4. fry] frieze or frize eonj. Church. 
' Frize’ (-freeze) gives the contrast desired: 
the spelling * fryze ’ would explain the corrup^ 
iton letter. 

Ux. I. equall] euill 7396, 7609. 
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11. IV. 3. in ueu of] iu loue of ionj» Church. 
viL 7. chace] Du rhymt requires * pray 
and so Collin suggested. Spenser has ihts 
error— the substitution jor a rhyming word oj 
a metrically equivalent synonym uhieh does not 
rhyme— in nine places in F.(J. 

IX. 1. whose] those 1596, lOog. 

XXI. I. cald] calih i^gO, lOag-vutng to 
the Jollounng ' forth 
xxni 2. boldly] bloudy 1596 : 
i6og. 

xxvin. a. both tlieir champions] both Ixi 
champions J590 ; both their chanijnon j ,5v6. 

J(lOQ 

XXIX. 2. The quartos omit the eonmui a jin 
‘ l'rtnnys\ and insert it ajler ‘ harts' 

XXX. I. there] their J390, 1596 

xxxiv. thoupht their] though thcr ; V/' 

? ' thought her ’ ? 

xxxvii 1. Fast] First /590, . eorr 

}' h 

xl. 5. j)c.K'ail)ly] |)eaccable 1596, 1609 
xlii. 6. nuke] Ihe rkywe requires ‘hold’. 
Sn on 11. vn. 7 above. 

xliv. 4. introld] entiold /.5Qo: enrold 
conj edd. 

HI. IV. 5. A plcasinp v.unc of plory \ainc 
did find] A pleasing vaiiic of (jlory lit uid 
find /590. The reading 0] 7596 gives a play 
cii words that ts quite Spenserian. 
i\. 7. F’roin] For 7596 
xviii.6. deuire] adiiise 7 596, 7609. 

XX. 5. As pha.stiy bup their haire on end 
docs rcare] As ghastly bug docs vnto them 


' wandnnp ketch 1^90. These eorreitions oil 
' hang together, and are clearly .Spenser's, 
xxw. This stanza uas quoted by Abraham 
bfaunie in his Arcadian Rketorike tui) years 
bejore h Q ti’di published, braunce quotes U 
! as jrom the * tairie Cueent, J hooke, cant. 4 \ 

^ shoutng that by ijbS this part oj the poem 
i had been arranged as tve have it. 
i xxxM 2 lino] vnio 7 596. 

' xli 2 J'\rroJJes J ^00, (S'c., passim : eorr. 
\1 1. 

j xlv 5. thus to fight] that did fight 1 590. 

V Arg. And Furors chayne vntyes 

H’Ao him sore uounds , uhtles . tlin to 
(lymoehles jor a\d flye\. ty)o. 

\ Q. do ii(»t much me fade] doe rnc not 
much fa\l j 

viii 7 hurtle 1 hiirlc 7596 : hurlcii 7609. 
xii 8,0 The meaning seems to be 'Nor 
judge of lh\ might tv ji^rtune's unjust judge- 
I menl, that hath (/ ut \e on her spite) ihwi laid me 
j low' . hor ' in.iugic ’ iee (iluwary. 

' XIX t slice] li(c 7590, 1 ^9t>. 7. do] 

garre J V/' rc\etied o\ a proi iiuiaUsm ter- 
\ haps not eheuhrrr in h {) , though ufea in 
.S ( 

xxvii 3 her! his 7596. 

XXIX. 5. prirkirig] prickling 7590. 
xxxi. 5. (laynd in Remra] In Netmus 
j ga\nrd J 590 .' Nemus F F. 

I \x\i\ 8 So, them dcceiucs] So, he them 
j dcceiues / 590, 7396. 

^ VI 1.7 rest raiiic] abstairir 7390, 8. their] 


affcare 7590: ‘vnto corr. to ‘greatly’ }i{rJ59fc 


b F Spenser may have originally urilten 
‘ ap{)care ’. 

XXV. I. VfKin her eyelids many Graces 
s;ite]. In hts Glosse on June in S C , K K. 
quotes jrom Spenser's Fageaunis ihe line * An 
hundred Graces on her eycledde salte ’ 
xxviii. 7. play] The rhyme requires 
‘ s|>ort ’ See onii. vu. J above. 

xxxviii. 4. hauc I] I haue i ^90— transposed 
in 1596 jor euphony. 
xlv 4. one foot] on foot 7590, 7596 
xlvi 9. erne] yeme 7609. In the sixteenth 
century these two forms are both used to mean 
either ‘ long ’ or ‘ grieve ’. 


111.4. that nigh her brctli was gone] ai 
merry as I'ope lone 7590. (>. might to 

her] to her might 7590. 

V. 6. cut away] f cut n way I 
xn.c). her sweet smels throw] throwe her 
sweetc smels 7590. 

XIV 9, a loud lay] a loue lay 7390. 
xviii 7. griesly] gnesy 7,590: c/. V.xxix. 
5 abm>e 

XXVII 9 there] their 7590, 7596. 

XXIX 2. importune] importance 7596: 
imjMcrtant l6(^. 

xxxviii. 8. Tnerc by] Thereby 7590, 7 596. 
xhii. 7. lent this cursed light] lent but this 


! his cursed light 7590. 

IV Arg. 3. Fhedon] Phaon 1590. xlv. 3 Burning] But 1596. 

X. 4. He IS not] He is no 7590, bre. : corr. 

b.E. VII. IV. 4. yet] it 7596, 7609. 8. vwi- 

xvii. 6. one] wretch 7590. 8. occasion] downe] vpsidc downe 7590. this looks like 

her guilful trech J590. 9. light vponj a deliberate return to an archaic form. 
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vii. 3. heapw] hils /590. 
xii. 9. as] in /390. 
xviii, 2. that m. 1596 
xxi. 5. infernal!] intcrnall 1590. 
xxiv. 7. ought] nought 1590. 
xxxvii. I. as] an 1390. 5. came] cam 2590. 
xl. that] the /590, (Srr. ; 

J, But] And /590. golden] yron 1590. 
xli. 3. his] to 7596, 2609. 
ill. 6. With which] Which with 1590, 1596: 
Which-with /609. 

lx. 4. intemperate] more temperate 1590. 

VIII. iii. 8. Come hither, come hither 
Come hither, hither /609. 

XXV. I. his crucll] same 1590, 7596 ; corr 
FE,: Which those same foes that doen 
awuite hereby 2609. 

^ XXIX. 1. vprearc] The rhyme requires 
vpheaue’. See on ii. vii. 7 above. 
xl. 4. so wisely as it ought] so well, .as he 
it Ought 2390, i.e. so well as he who owned it 
Perhaps a correction oj the printer, who mis- 
undenstood ‘ ought’. 

xliv. 8 . but bit no more] but bit not thore 
/390 — ‘thore* being probably^* {here \ on 
the analogy 0/ ‘ tho ’ = * then 
^viii. 8. Prince Arthur] Sir Cuyon 1390, 

IX. vii. 5, Now hath] Seuen times /390 
6. Waikt round] Hath walkte 2390. Cf 

Bk. I, IX. XV. 

IX. I. weete] wote 2590, 6’c. 

XV. 3. Capiiaine] Ca[)taine 2590, 7396. 
xvi. 8. with om. 2596. 
xxi. I. them] him 2396, 
xxxvii. 8. you louc] your loue 2590, 7596. 
xxxviii. 2. mood] word 2590 6 rc. : corr. 
Drayton Uslt ColUtr. (Collur professed to 
have a copy of the i 6 it folio that had belonged 
to Drayton and had corrections in his hand ) 
9. tweluc monethsj three years 2590. See 
on l\. vii. 5 above. 

xhx. 4, reason] season Drayton teste Collier. 

X. vl. 6. safeties sake] safety 2590 — a 
trisyllable. 

vii. 7. liued then] llueden 2590. 

XV. 9. munificncc] munificence 2590, 2609. 
One oJ the few places in which i^go and j6og 
combine ag iinst 2596. 

xix. 5. in that impatient stoure] vpon the 
present floure 2390. 

xxiv. 8. Scuiih guirtdh om. 2390. 9. Ex- 
UoU copies of i^go in Bodl and BM. have 
only • But ’ ; but F.E. ‘ Seuitk Scuith ’ shows 


that some copies of 1590 had * Seuith and 
Church f Upton, and Todd had copies with tk 
line in full. 

xxxiv. 6. Then] Till 2396 ; When 2609. 
xxxvii. 3. with] vp 2396. 
xxxviii. 2. of] or 230, 2609. 
xliii. I. Sifillus I •{go, &c. The 

correct spelling is given by Geoffrey of Mon- 
mouth. 

xlix. 8. defrayd] did defray 2396, 2609— 
mistaking the rhyme-scheme. 

li. 7. Both in hisarmcs,and croune] Both 
in armes, and crowne 2396 ; In armes, and 
eke in croune 2609. 

Ixv. 9. enforst] haue forst /390. 

Ixvii. 2. Ambrose] Ambrise i^g6, i6og: 
‘ Ambrose ’ in Geoffrey of Monmouth. 

XI. ix. 9. they that Bulwarke sorely rent] 
they against that Bulwarke lent 2390. 

X. 2. dessignment] assignment /390. 

XI. 4. dismayd] mismayd {t.e. mismade) 
conj. for tin. 

xiii. 5. assayled] assayed 2590. 
xxiii. 8. sup[)ort] dis|>ort 2396, i6og. 

XXVII. 5. Who] Hut 2 590. 

XXX. 9. suruiuc] reuiiie2590 Ere.: corr. F.E. 
xxxii. 5. vnrest] infest J390. 

XII. Arg. I. ^y) through 2390 passing 
through] through passing 1 590. 

xiii. 9. honor! temple 2590. 

XX. 8. their] tne 2396, 2^. 
xxi. I. hecdfull] earnest 2390. 

XXII!. 9. Monoceros] Monoceroies Child after 
Jortin ; but the accentuation * immeasiired ’ 
IS paralleled by ‘ treasures ’ in Visions of 
Petrach, li. 6. 

XX xix. 8, vpstarting] vps taring 2590. 
xlni. 5 Nought feared their force] Nought 
feared they force conj. Church, t.e. ‘ they had 
no fear of force*. With ‘their’, ‘feared* 
must be taken to mean ‘ frightened 
li. I. Thereto] Therewith 2390. 

Ixi,8. ten Jerly] fearefully 1590. 

Ixxxi. 4. the same] that same 2390. 

Ixxxiii. 7. spoylc] spoyld 2396, 2609. 

BOOK III. 

Proem iv. 2. Your selfe youTThy selfethou 
2390. 

I. xli. 8. lightly] highly 2390, 2396— 
evidently a misprint. 

xlvii.7. which] that 
of ' that ’ in the next line. 
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lvi.8. Bascwman{\Bascimano I ‘Bos- 
ciomani ’ was ptrkaps coined as a substantwe 
from * hascio le mni \ 
lx. 8. wary] weary 1596, j 6 og. 

II. iv. I. Guyon] should be Redcrosse 

viii. 5. Which 1 toproue] Which to prone, 1 
/590. 

XXX. 5. in her warme bed her dight] her in 
her warme bed dight /590 
xxxvi. I. others] other /590 
xlix. 7. a earthen Pot] an earthen Pot 
1609. Spenser may have intended to />ro* 

‘ y earthen ‘. 

III. iv. 8. nrotense] pretence 1596, /609 

XXXV. I. thy] the 7596, i6og. \ 

xliv. 5. yeares om. 7596, 7609 : shall he 

full siipplide i6og. 0 to] vnto their 7590 
—making a hexameter. 

1. 9. (asearsl)om. 7590, 7596; add.i6nQ 
Ini. 3. (whom need new strength shall 
teach)] (need makes good schallcrs) teach 
1590. 

IV. viii. 9. these] thy 7590. 

XV. 6. sjxrare] 8fK*arcs 7590, 7596. 
xxxiii. 4. raynes] traines 7596, 7609. 
XXXIX. 9. sith we no more shall meet] till 
we againe may meet 7590. Spenser has 
remembered that Cymoeni is a heathen goddess. 

lix. 5. Dayes dearest children] The children 
of day 7590. 

V. V. 5. A] And 7596, itog— perhaps due 
to ‘ And ' in the next line. 


xxvi. 4. both farre and nere om. 1390. 
xxviii. 6. thence] hence 1306, i6og. 
xxxix. I. and to ail] and all i6ij—to 
aw id the trisvllabic foot. 

xl. 6. spyde] The rhyme retfuires ‘saw'. 
See on 11. vii. 7 abrnr. 
xiiii. 5. heauy] heiuienly 7590. 
xlv. 4. And dearest lour, om. 1390, 1396 : 
add. 1609. See on 13 k. 1 , x. xx. 5. 

VH ix. 3 two] to eonj. Hughes. 

Mil. 6 had gared). Todd and Morris 
imply thiit some foptes of 1396 read * hath '. 

xviii. 5. l>e by) by 1390: be 7596, 7609. 
that] by 7 590. 

xxii. 5 Monstrous inishupt] Monstrous, 
inishajH 7590. See on Hk. 1 , l. ix. 6. 

xxMv. 2. enclose]. The rhyme requires 
* containe See on II. vii. 7 above. 

xlin 7. saw, with great remorse] saw with 
great remorse, 7590, 1396. 

xlv. I the om. 1396, 1609. wake] 
awake 7609. 

xlviii. 4. And many hath to foiile confusion 
brought] Till him ('hylde Thopas to confusion 
brought 7590 

1. 2. thrust] thurst 7596, 1609, 

VIII. ii. 7. broken] golden 7590, 
v. I. aduisc] deuirc 7590. 
vu 4 a womans] to womans 7590. 
xxiii 8. the same] this same 1390. 

XXX V ft»wy 7590, 7596. But 

see XXXV. 2 below, and Glossary under 
‘ frowie 


XL I. yel you 1396, 1609. 
xxi. 9. bioud] flood 7590. 
xxxvii. 2. Had vndertaken after her, 
arriu’d] Had undertaken, after her arnu’d 
7609. 7596 has no point. 6. follow] 
followd 1590, perhaps rightly. 
xxxix. 9. his] ihcir 1390. 
xl. 4. loues sweet teenc] sweet loucs teene 
7590. 9. lining] iiltiag 7590. 

Hi. 6. admire :] admire 7590, 7596— 
necting it with ‘ In gentle Ladies brest ’. 

hii. 3. Realmes] Rcames 7590. But cj. 
Bk. V, VII. xxiii. 6, 8, 9. 

VI. iii. 9. was] were 7590 

vi. 5. his bcames] his hot beames 1609. 

xii. 4. beautie] brauties 7596, 1609. 

XXV. 4‘ Which as a fountainc from her 
sweet lips went] From which, &c., 1390, 
1596 : cm. 1609. Of which conj. Church. 


IX. iv. 5. her] his 7609. 

xiii. 9. And so defide them each] And 
defide them each 1596: And them defied 
each 7609. 

xiv. 7. to kencll] in kenell 1390. 
xxii. 1. M inertia] Bellona 1590. 

XXIV. 5. most om. 7596. 

xxvii. 5. that] with 7590. 
xlviii. 6. to sea] to the sea 7596. 

X viii, 9. To take to his new loue] To take 
with his new loue 1390. 
xiii. 8. would beare] did beare 7590. 
xviii. 4. Then] So 1390, 
xxxi. 3. with thy rudenessc beare] that 
with rudenesse beare 1390. 7. vertuet] 

vertuous 1590. 

xl. waitefull] faithfull 7590. 
xlvi. 6 . ih’ Earthes] the Earthes 7609-^ 
not observing the dissyUable, 
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XI. ii. 3. golden] golding 1590, 1596. 

IV. 4. that I did eucr] all, that 1 euer 1590. 

c. him did] did him 1590. 

IX. 6. Or hast thou, Lord,] Or hast, thou 
Lord, 1590, 1596. 

xii. I. singultes] singulfes 1590, 2596. 
Time is the same rmsspelhng in t.Q. Bk. V, 
VI. xiii, C.C. 168, and Tears oj the Miises^ 232. 

xix. 9. death] life con]. Jortin^ which gives 
the sense required. 

xxii. 8. Foolhardy as th’ Earthes children, 
the which made] Foolhardy as the Eartheb 
children, which made 1590. 

xxvi. 8. and with imperious sway] and 
imperious sway 2596 : and his imperious 
sway j6og. 

xxvii. 7. entred] decked 2590. 
xxviii. 8. Like a] Like to a 2590. 
xxxix. 6. each] his 2590. 8. Stag conj. 

jortin: Hag 1590, 6rz:. Jorlins conjecture 
IS demonstrated hy comparison with Natalis 
ComeSt Mythologia, iv. 10, on which Spenser 
drew jor this Canto. 

xlvii. 9. heauen bright] heueus hight conj. 
Church. 

XII. V. 7. concent] consent 2596. 
ix. 3. other] others 2590, i$96. 

xii. 6. wingyhecld] winged heeld 2590. 
xvii. 6. a firebrand she did tosse] a ficr- 
brand she tost conj. Church. 

xviii. 8. an hony-lady Bee] an hony-Uden 
con). Upton. 

XXI. 7. fading] failing conj. Church. 
xxiii. 5. hand om. 1590^ 1^96 : cm. F.E. 
xxvi. 7. with that Daraozcllj by the D.iino- 
zell 1590 — which makes the Damozell Brito- 
mart. 

xxvii. 3. and bore all away] nothing did 
remayne 2590. 

xxxiii. 3. her selfe] the next 2590. 
xxxiv. 4. her] him 2590, 1596. Cj. next 
note. 

xlii. a. She] He 2590. 4. She] lie 

1590 ; cm. F.E. 5. her] him 2590 ; 
corr. F.E. Spenser seems momentarily to 
have Jorgotten BritomarCs sex. 

BOOK IV. 

Title 5. Telamond] Triamond in ii. xxxi. 8, 
&c.. 

Proem v. 5. thereof] whereof 2609, 

1. XL 6. then] and 2609. 
xvi. 7. none] one 2609. 


Ii. iii. 5. As) And 2609. 

xxi. 7. knowen] known 1609. 

xxii. 7. aduizing] avising 2609. See Glos^ 
sary under * aduize 

111. ix. 6. n’ote] not 2596. 9. of] at 

2609. 

xviii. 2. so deadly it was ment] so deadly 
was It ment 2609. 

xix. 5, 6. The warie fowlc that spies him 
toward bend 

His dreadfull souse, auoydes it shunnini^ 
light.] 

The wane fowle that spies him toward bend, 
Ills dreadfull souse auoydes, it shunning 
light 1609. 

xlni. 5. quiet age] quiet-age, suggested to 
Joriin by a jriend, is adopted by Morns. Not 
elsewhere in F.Q. 

I 3. To] Too 2596. 

In. 1. feast] feasts 2609. 

IV 1. 4. minds] Hues i6{iiyi2-ij. {No 
genuine 1611 copy oj Books IV^Vl is known 
to the editors. Morris reports Hues 2609 .* 
not so in our copies.) 

II 3. tls] als i6og * Els ’ separate':, ‘ als ’ 
•mns the two comparisons. 4. Scudamour] 
Blandamour 2679 rightly. 

\ viii 2. Ferrau] Ferrat 2596 .• Fmaugh in 
II. iv below. 

I x. 5. worse] worst 2596. 

xvii. 4. maiden-headed] satyr-headed conj 
\ Church, comparing Bk. Ill, Vll. xxx. h. 
Perhaps ‘ maidcn-headcd ’ belonging to 
one of the Knights of Maidenhead 
xjx. 7. an hiap] a heap 1609. 

XXIV. 1. bcamlike] brauelike 2596 Put 
Upton reports ‘ beam like ’ /rotn one of hts 
copies of 2596. 

xlv. I. t’ auenge] t’ euenge 2596. 

V. iv 4. Lemnv] Lemnos j6{ii)-I2-I3. 
viu. I. that] the 2609. 

I IX. 8. Then] The 2609. 

' xvi. I. that] the 1609. 

' XXV. 5. one once 1596. 

XXXI. 3. hisj her 1596. 

VI. xxiv. 8. his om. 2609, to avoid the 
trisyllabic foot. 

xxviii. 6. He] Her 2596 : Him conj. 
Upton. 

xliv, 4, in the morrow] on the morrow 
2609. 

xlvi. 5. who she had left behind] whom 
i6{ljyi2~i3, but not tff our otpies of 2^09. 
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Vn. i. 1. dart] darts /609. 

IV. 6. snatched vp from grouiKi] snatcht 
;p from the ground 1609. 

X. 9. ouersight) ore-^t 1609. 
xii. I. caytiuej captiuf CoUUf, Bui 
:f. Bk. 1 , VII. XIX. 3. 
xxii. I. Nor) Yox Collier. 

XXV. 1 . Which] With 1596. 
xxxii. 7. oft] eft conj. Hughes, Jor the 
fhyme. 

xxxiii. 1. Thence forth she past] Thence* 
“orth she past 1596. 

xxxiv. I. the sad .Lmylta] the said ,€mylia 

xli 0. euer] ncucr 2609. 

VIII. X.4. ribbands] ribband /609. 

XII. 3. him] her Church. 

ixiv. I. this] his {j()ijyT2-jj, but not our 
'ptrs oj i6og. 

IX. Arp. 2. Ptrana] jCmyha conj. Church 

x^hily. 

1 8. vcrtuous] vcrtues 1596. 

Ill 3. these] tnis j6og. 

X) q. him) them conj. Hughes. 
xvn. 5. quest] guest 1596, i6og. 
xxvi. I. There] Their 1596: Then conj. 
'Church. 

x\x. 8. repayed] repayred 7596. 
xxxvii, 2. Kmghtl knights cow/ Vpton. 
xxxix 8. a Nvretch and] a wretch 1 and 

X. viii. 8. his] Upton reports 'this' from 
>ne 0] his quartos. 

IX 1. came] yearne 1609 Passim. 
xvn. 5. adward] award 1009. 

XIX. 1. meanest] nearest J396. 
xxiii. 2, 8 . ghesse and bee are transposed 
H all but two of our copies. 
xxvn 1 Hylas] liyllus 1396 : Jlylus 
609. But cj. Hk. Ill, XII. vii. 9. 

XXXV. 6. and hell them quight]. The 
fneamng is either ‘ And hell requite them ’ or 
^And cover them (i.e. the lands) quite’. 
^ut ‘ hell ’ -cover is not elsewhere in F.Q , 
}hough ‘ vnhele ’ -uncover oceurs in Bk. II, 
>[ll. Ixiv. 8. Hence ‘ mell ’ - confuse has been 
fuggested. But even so there is a difieult 

elder 1609. 
li. o. girlondsl j^rdians conj. Church : 
"ticroons conj. dotiser. 

Iv. 8 . wane] wcarie conj. Vpton. 

Ivi. 4. To laugh at me] To laugh on me 

’609. 


iarenthesis. 

' xlii. 6. eldest 


XI. iv. 6. kucqI thret oeturs inheocofUs 
oj 1396, and in all of 1609. 

xvii. 6. timesl. The rtqutrn ‘ agt * 
But see on Bk. II, 11. vii. 7 above. 

XXX. 5. none] one 1609. 
xxxiv. 5. Grant] Ouant 1596, 1609 : tort, 
Chsld ajter Upton. The * Grant ’ is tk$ 
Granta, i.e. the Cam. 
xliv. 4. dcuided] diuided J609 passim. 
xlv. 1. loucly] louing 1609. 
xlviii. 8. Fiidore] Endore 1596, 1609; 
corr. Child. 

Ill 7. but] both conj. edd., needlessly: 
‘ floods and fountainei, though derttied Jrom 
OeeaHy are akin to sky and sun. 

XII. IV. 9. disauentrous] dirnduentrous 
1609. 

x. 4. shall] should /609. 
xiii.i, 2 Thus whilst his stony heart with 
tender ruth 

Was toucht, and mighty courage mollifide] 
Thus whilst hii stony heart wai loucht with 
tender ruth, 

And mighty courage something mollifide 
1609. 

Spenser probably altered the text, meaning to 
omit ‘ tender ’. 

XXX. 4. t ’adward] t’award 1609. 

BOOK V. 

Proem 11. 2. at cant] as earst 
/j. BM/c/.Bk.VI, HI. viu. 7. 

VII. 8. thinie] thirteen conj. Child, which is 
said to be astronomically correct. 

XL 2. Stead] place 7596. The rhyme 
requites ' stead ’‘-fee on BIl II, n. vu. 7 
above. This is the only correction d] this 
nature in 2609, and has been accepted as 
.Spenserian. 9. ArtegaU]Arthtrall 1609 
passim ; and so generally in Bk. 111 . 

Arg. 3. Munera] Motnera 7596, 7609 ; 
corr. Huthes. 
ii. 7. As] And 7596. 
iv I. hec] she 7596. 

xj. 4. Who] Tho conj. Church i When 
Morris, No correction is needed, 
xxxii. 4. earth] eare 7396. 
xxxviii. I. these] those 1609. 
xlvi. 9. way] lay 7609, to avoid the identical 
rhyme. 

III. xi. 7, 9. the other] th* other 159^, 

1609. 

xl. 6. we] were 1596. 
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IV. 1.3. Had need hauej Had neede of 

xiii. a. pinnocdl pinoioned 
xxvi, I. Terpinq Turpine 1596. 
xxxvi. I. watchmenf watchman 1609, 
8. their Quecne her selle, halfe like a man] 
their Queene heraelfe halfe^ like a man 1596: 
their Queene her self, arm'd like a man 
i6o9--ferhaps rightly. 

xxxvii. I . neare] newe conj. Church. 3. so 
few] to fcare conj. Collier. One or other cor- 
rection seems needed jor the rhyme : Church* s 
is the better. 

xxxix. 3. doale] doile 1596. diuide] 
dauide 1596. Probably ‘ a * and ‘ i ‘ inter- 
changed, For ‘doale ’ « portion see Glossary. 

xlviii. 3. Clarin] ClariruP 1609 passim. 
yesterday] ycester day 1396 ; but Spenser 
has ‘ ycster ^ elsewhere. 

V. XX. 8. a napron] an apron 1609. 
xxxviii. 8. And, though (vnlike) they 

should for euer last] And, though vnlike, they 
should for euer last 1596. The meaning oj 
1609 ‘ Though— which is unlikely— they 

should last, &c.* 
xli. 2. he] she 1609. 

VI. iv. 7. from] for 1609. 

V. 6, 7. For houres but dayes ; for weekes, 
that passed were, 

She told but moneths, to make them seeme 
more few 1596, /609. 

Church would transpose * houres * and ' dayes’, 
‘weekes* and ‘moneths*. Spenser per hats 
means that she said ‘ three months * Jor 
‘ twelve weeks ’ and then ignored the noun. 

xvi. 7. That this is things compacte] thing 
conj. Church. 

xvii. 5. Heard] Here 1596. 
xxiv. 1. their] her /609. 

XXV. 9. Your nights want] your Knight’s 
want conj. Church. 

xxvi. 5. Ne lesscl. Sense requires ‘ Ne 
more*, out no authority jor this. Spenser 
probably meant at first to turn the sentence 
differently. 

xxxiii. 7. auenge] reuenge i6{n)-i2-i3— 
Morris and Grosart report ‘ reuenge ’ 1609 ; 
not so our copies. 
xxxiv. 7. their] that 1609. 

VII. vi. 9. her wreathed taile] his wreathed 
lailc conj. Church— tj. stanta xv below. 

xxxviii. 5. bad] sad 1609. 

VIII. xl. 6. knowen] knowne 1596. 


IX. xxvi. 4. FONT] FONS 1596, 1609. 
xliv. I. appose] oppose 1609. 

X. iii. 6. Armericke\ Ameruke conj. Todd, 
very plausibly; otherwise 'Armeriche* can only 
mean ‘ Armoric ’. 

vi. 4. and of her Peares] and her Peares. 
1609, to avoid the trisyllabic foot. 
viii. 4. Idols] Idol conj. Church. 
xxiv. 5. farewell open field] well fare conj. 
edd. rue^ssly: ‘farewell’ welcome. 

xxvi. 3. so now ruinate] now so ruinate 
conj. Church. 

xxxvii. 6. hard preased] had preased 1609. 

XI. xxiv. 7. And Eagles wings] An Eagles 
wings 1609. 

xl. 6. She death shall by] She death shall 
sure aby i6(ii)-i2-ij, to complete the penta- 
meter. 

xli. 6. know] knew 1596, 1609 : corr 
Hughes. 

li. I. this] his 1609. 

liv. 9. corruptfull] corrupted j 6 {ii)-I 2 - 
13 ; Moms and Grosart report ‘ corrupted ’ 
1609 ; not so our copies. 
lx. 2. had] haue 1609. 

I Ixi. 7. meed]. The rhyme requires *hyte*. 
But see on Bk. II, ii. vii. 7. 8. froward] 

forward 1396. See Glossary. 

XII. i. 9. enduren] endure /59^- 

xiv. 8. steale] steele 1609. Bui see GloS’ 
sary. 

xvii. 5. such] sure 1609. 

BOOK VI. 

I. viii. 7. wretched] wicked i6{ti)-I2-I3. 
xxviii. 6. Ere he] Ere thou 1596. 
xl. 9. yearne] earne 7609. 

IT iii 2. deed and word] act and deed 
^596- 3. 4- eyes . . . eares] earcs . . . eyes 

corr. edd. ; but there is no evidence that the 
error is not Spenser's own. 

xxxix. 2. implements] ornaments 7609 — 
probably an editorial im^ovement. 

III. X. 2. Would to no bed] Would not to 
bed 7609. 

xxi. 8. default] assault conj. CoUier with' 
muck plausibility. 

xxiii. 2. Serena] Crispina 1396 Boil.— 
corr. at press. 

xxiv, 5. in vaine m. j6(ii)-I 2~J3, to 
reduce the line to a pentameter. 
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xxviii. 6. soft footing) softing foot 1596, 
J609 ; cm, 7679. 

XXXV. 3. whidi] That 1596 Bodl.^cm. at 
press. 

xxxvii. 9. did for her] for her did 1596 
Bodl, — corr. at press. 

xliii. 4. approue] rcproue 1596. 7. re- 

proue] approue 

IV. iv. 7. stroke] strokes 7609 

V. 7. He stayed not i’ aduiw] He stayd 
not to aduize /609. 

xiii. 8. Where] There 7596. 

xvi. 8. hurts] hurt Jor the 

sake oj the grammar. 

XXX. these] those 7609. 
xxxiii. 2. sides] side 7609. 

V. Arg. 1. hfaltlJa] Serena cm. Hughes, 
rightly. 

xxviii. 2. liue] lines 7609. 
xxxix. 3. glee] grcc 7609. For ‘ gree ’ rj. 
Hk. V, VI. xxi. 7 ; Jor ‘glee’, Hk. I, IX. 
xxxii. 7. 

xli. 2. there] their 7596. 

VI Arg. 3. 'He* refers to Prince Arthur, but 
no correction is possible. 

xvii. 7. Calidore\ CaUpine cm. Hughes, 
rightly. 

XXXV. 6. fight] ri^ht 739^. 
xxxvi. 1. thy] this 7609. 

VII. i. 1. the] a 7609. 

XXXV. 8. there! their i6og. 

xlix. 9. Words] Swords conj. Church, 
plausibly. 

VIII. xvii 6 From! For 7596. 
xlv. 9. a loud] aloud i6og. 

xlvii. 3. toylcs] toylc 7609. 6. lost] tost 

Drayton teste Collier. 

1. 4. what they ought] what shee ought 
7609, taking ' ought ’ ^ owned. 

IX. iv. 9. time] tine conj. Church. 
vi. 5. him] them 7596. 

XX vi. I. care] care i 6 og. 
xxviii. 6, the hcuueiis] th’ hcauens 7596, 
7609. 

xxxvi. 8. Qenon^ Benone 7596, 7609 ; 
cm. Hughes. 

xlv. 9. bought] sought conj. Church 
xlvi. 5. which there did dwell] which there 
did well 7596, 7609 .• cm. j6{ii)- 12-13. 

X. ii. 9. in the port] on the port 7596. The 
t^ing of j6og recalls * in portu nauigare \ 


but that means ' to be out of danger Passtbly 
JSgS preserves same last nautical phrase. 

xxiv. 7. froward] forward 7596, 7609 ; 
cart. J6(uy 12-13. CJ. Clossarv an S.C. 
for April : ‘ . they (the Graces) be painted 
naked, . . .the one nauiiig her backe toward 
* us, and her face fromwarde.' 

xxxiv. 9. to helfie her all too late] to helpe 
ere all loo late Drayton teste Collier. 

XXXVI. 6 . And hewing of! her head, (he) 
It presented] (he) am. 1596, j6og. 

xliv. 3-7 ] /609 marks a parenthesis and 
reads ' And ‘ for ' Hut ’ m I. 8. 

XI xi. 6 that] the i6og. 

xix. 4, pretended] proicnded conj. Collier. 

xxiv 1. rcliu’d] reuiv’d 7609 

XII. xii. 8. loos] praise i6oo—possihh 
Spenser's own cmection, because of the preced- 
ing ' losse ' ; or the editor of l6og did not 
recognise ‘ loos 

xl. 7. learned] gentle ibog-^ -from the next 
line. 

xli 3. clearest] cleanest conj. Hughes, per- 
haps rightly. 

BOOK VII. 

VI. X I. Thal]Tho//ttg;te 7 . 
xxii.9 hot] her Hughes. 
xxxviii. 2. wealths] wealth Hughes, Gee., 
perhaps rightly. 

xliv. 4. Fanchtnj called Funchin in C.C. 
70/. The Funsentn is a tributary of the 
Hlackwairr Here Spenser perhaps intended 
an etymological connexion with Faunus. 

VII ii. 3. feeble] sable 7609; cm. 
Hughes. 

IX 7. Platnl of hindes] Plaint of hinde 
Upton after Chaucer, Parlement oj Poules 316. 

X. 4. mores] more Hughes, Gee. : others 
explain ‘ mores ’ as roots ; see Clossaty, 
x\i V thyl my 76(/7)-77-/7. 

Iv 7, same] fame 76(77)- 12 7 J. 

Vlll. ii. 9. Sabaoths] Sabbath's Upton and 
Church, distinguishing between ‘ Sabaoth ’ - 
hosts and ‘ Sabbath ’ - rest. But this seems 
to spoil the point of the stanza. 


LETTER TO RALEIGH. 

1. 16. by-accidents] by accidents 1390 
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Five Qiwrto editions of the Shep. Cal. 
appeared in the poet’s lifetime— in 1579, 
1581, 1586, 1591, and 1597. They are 
referred to below as Qq 1-5 respectively. 
An exhaustive collation of these editions 
proves conclusively that though some of the 
corrections may have been made at Spenser’s 
instigation, he cannot be regarded as in any 
way responsible for the general form of the 
text after Q i. Each Q was printed from its 
predecessor, and the first Folio, 1611 (F), 
from Q 5. Each edition corrects a few errors, 
reproduces many, and initiates others. The 
present text, therefore, is printed from Q i, 
and the following notes record departures 
from Q It adding a few characterbtic read- 
ings from other copies to illustrate their 
rebtion with one another. 

Epistle. 

p. 417, 1 . 41. oftentimes Qq 2-y. ofen- 
times Q. 

p. 417, A56. cleane Qq j-5, F: clearc 
Q I : clean Q 2. 

p. 417, B14. not . . . scene Qq 5-5, F: 
no . . . seme Qq J, 2. 

p. 417, B38. though it cannot Qq j-5, F : 
though cannot Qq i, 2. 

J . 418, A32. habilitics: Qq j-5, F : 
ilities ? Qq i, 2. 

Generall Argvment. 
p. 419* Aia. more Shepherds, then Goat- 
heards & 5» F: most shepheards, and Gote- 
heards ^ 1^4. 

p. 419, A 16. inuention Qq 2-5, F: inueri- 
don Q j. j 

p. 420, A20. Abib F : Abil Qq r-5, 
p. 430, B33. Shepheard Q 2 ; ^heord 
Q J : shepheards Qq j-5, F. 

J ANY ARY. 

49. bower, Qq 2-5, F: bower. Q i. 
Fkbrtary. 

137. Wherefore I rede thee hence to I 
remove F. 

14a. ouercrawed Qq j-5, F: ouerawed 
Qqit2\ overcrawed is ike northern form of 
overcrowed. Cf. HamleU Y. ii. 36S. 

151. ponder Qq 7-j: pond Qq 4, 5, F. 


This error of Qq 4, 5, and F led to the inclusion 
of ‘pond’ in Johnson's Dictionary as a 
genuine Spenserian form. 

176. woundcs 2-4 : wounds 1, 5, F. 

218. earth Qq I-S : ground F. 

229-30. late: For . . . disconsolate, 
Qq 1-3 : late : Yor {sic) . . . disconsolate, 
Q 4 : late, Yore . . . disconsolate. Q 5, F. 

March. 

4. nigheth F: nighest Qq r-5. Morris 
suggests ‘ nights ’. 

57. greene. Qq 3-5, F: greene, Qq i, 2. 

8?. seeing, 1 C 5, F : seeing I, Qq 1-4. 

Gloss to 23. by loue sleepinj^ Qq if 2: by 
our sleeping Qq 3, 4: by sleeping Q 5, F. 

Gloss to 23. pleasures, Q F : pleasures 

Qqf- 4 - 

Gloss to 79. wandring Qq 1-3 : wingdring 
Q 4 : winged Q 5, F. A good example of tJu 
gradual corruption of the text, and its emenda- 
turn by the pnnier without reference to earlier 
Qq. 

Aprilu 

39. Forsake Qq 2-5, F : For sake Q i. 

64. angelick Q i ; angelike Q 2 \ angelhke 
Qq J**5 • angcl-fikc F. 

1 13. not not Qq if 2, 

135. finesse, Qq i-a: finenesse, Q 5, F. 

Gloss to 50. simplye Qq 1-4 : plainly 
Q2.F. 

Gloss to 63. Embellish) beautifye Qq 1,21 
Emblemish) beautifie Q 3 : Emblemish) 
beautified Q 4: Emblemisht) beautified 
Q 5 : embellisht, beautified F. 

Gloss to 120. Behight F : Bedight Qq r-5. 

Mav^ 

Arc. I. fift 0 5, F ; firste Qq 1-4. 

7, 8. woods . . . buds 0 5, F : Wods . . . 
Buds Qq 1-3 : Woods . . . Boods Q 4. 

8. bloosming Qq 1-3 : blossoming Qq 4, 5, 
F. 

36. swinke ? 0 5, F : swinck. Qq 1-4. 

54. great Q 5, F: gread Qi) 1-4. 

8a. worldly Qq 2-5, F : wordly 0 r. 

1 13. shepheards Qq 2-5, F: ^ephears 

Qi- 

177. reason, 0 5, F : reason. 0j 1-4. 

187. blossomes Qq^F; U is probable, how- 
ever, that Spenser wrote ‘bloosmes’, Jeo 
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‘ bloosmes ’ is tks fsrm (wtn »H tks Chss j 
upcn this passau C], also Jan. u, Dec. 103, | 
192. jollitee.J Qq j-5, F mU full stop. I 

2 14. stroke.! 1-5, F omu JuU slop. ' 

261. were. Q 3, Fi were, Qq 1-4. 1 

Gloss to 75. Al^nnd Q 3^ F : Algnm Qq | 

, I 

Gloss to 189. »a(/K)r Q I : Pathos 

Patdos{;^, 

IVNK. 

16. shroud F : shouder Qq 1-3. 

21. shi[)hear(le^. Q 1. 

23. Kaueiis F ; Rauene Qq r, 2 : Raueii 
3-J- 

38. steps : F : stej)s Qq 1-3. 

Sg . Now de;id he is, «ic. This stanzj n 
omitted from Q 3 and F. 

Gloss to 57. IS IS Q I. 

(iloss to 103 undermine Q 3, F: under- 
myndc Qq i, 2 : undcrmiiidc Qq j, 4. 

IVLVE. 

14. UcUeQ 3,F: trickle r-4. 

99. llie starres Qq 1-3 : a siarre F. 

177. plilterand / : ^diltcr and 2-5, F. 
ooU\,Qq4,3,F' gold. 

208. meliine. Qq 2-3, F : nicllinj», () :. 

215. gree, Qq j-5, F : gree. Qq /, 

219. ill, Qq 2~3, F: ill. Q i. 

233. Thomalins {conj , v. 340) : PaUnodn 
Qq 1-5, F. 

Gloss to 8. Senenei'a Q i. Upsu 
0<7 5-5, F: lapsus /, j. 

Gloss to 33. then Qq 5-3, F : and Qq /, 2. 

Avcvst. 

16 a. PERIGOK {sii)Qi. 

84. thy F : niy Qq 1-3 

104. c\iTfi\twconj. Collin i carelcssc (P7, F. 

105. bought, Qq 2-3, F : bought. Q i. 

134. hm 0/. 

148. deede. Qq j-j, F : dcerlc, Qq /, 2. 

154. a part Qq 3-3 : apart Qq 1,2, h. 

September. 

59. bond Qq 3-3, F : hande Qq i, 2. 

139. endured Qq 5-5, F : endured Qq l, 2. 
145. ycad F\ yeeld Qq 1^3 
153. Chnsicndome Q i. 

1O3. prmie Qq 4,3, F: prluc Qq 1-3. 

165. theyr Qq 2, 3\ thoyr Q 2: their 
5 , F. 

t6q. They 05 , F: The 1-4. 


196. away, Qq 3-3, F i awuve, Qq 1,2. 

201. thanck. Q 5, F: thanck Qq i-J. 

207 a. Hobbinoil Qq 2-3 ; D Q /. 

255. can. Qq 5-5, F : can ; (}q 2,2. 

Gloss to 20. Thrice F : These Qq 1-3. 

Ltloss to 96. pracltises Q /. 

Gloss to 151. Dale milled Qg, F. 

Gloss to 162. Privy F ; IVeuely Qq. 

Gloss to Emblem, p. 456, B4. looking Q /. 

Gloss to Kniblem, p. 456, B5. poore, Qq 
2-5, F: |)Oorc. Q i 

October. 

Arc. I. whishe Q i. 

2 chate, Q 3, : c Imce : Qq 2-4. 

6. death Q 3, F: dead f Qq 1-4. 

•}(). rybaudrye : Qq 4, 3, b ; rybaudrye. 
Qq J-i. 

;o. I\^y Qq 3-5< P '■ 

9 '><J. CVDDIE. (></ 5 - 5 » /' i om Qqi,2. 

Gloss to 27. mattes Q 1. 

Gloss to 27. Arabian Qq j-5, F : Aradian 
Qq2,2. 

Gloss to 78. Sarcasmus Qq 5-5, F : Sacrar 
mus Qq /. 2. 

November. 

4. misgouernaunce F; misgoucrnaunce, 
Qq 1-5- 

14. taske, F: ta8ke:^^/-5, 

85. doth displa>e. So Qq, F. Ifuj^hes 
correUs to hath display’d, /pr ihe sake oj rime, 
and that was doubUess Spensn*s inlenlion 

1 1 5. (olourd. SoQl, Spenser intended the 
reader to dwell upon the * 1’, so as almost to 
};tve the word the metrical value oj a tri- 
syllable. 

128-9. mourne, . , , tourne, Qq 2-3, P ; 
inorunc, , . . torune. Q 2, 

132. rarsefull Q I. 

1C9. hould,()(7 4, 5. F: ho\i\6. Qq 1-3. 

Gloss to 30. Gastalias Qq 3-3, F : CasilMi 
Qq /, 2, 

(iloss to 83. diminutiue Qq 3-3, F: 
dimumline Qq i, 2. 

Gloss to 107. Tinct Qq 3-3, F: Tuut 
Qq 1,2. 

Gloss to 145. the signe of Qq 3-3, F : the 
of Qq 2, 2. 

Gloss to 158. Atropos, daughters Qq 3-3, 
F : Atropodas, ughlers Qq /, 2. 

Gloss to 158. Atropos Qq 3-3, F : Atrho[>s 
Qqi,2. 

Gloss to 186. express Qq 3-3, F: epreui 
Qq2,2. 
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December. 

33. stroke Q 5 : stroke, Qq 1-4, F. 

Muse, F 2: Muse Qq 1-5, F. 

43. dcrring doe (v. Gloss, p. 120, 1 . i)] 
dorring to F. 

64. playe,]playc.^^r,2; play. 3-5, F. 
69. see Qq 2-5, F: scQ i. 

89. t’cnrage Q S* F • to tenragc Qq 1,2: 
tenrage Qq j, 4. 

i«6. before, Qq 4, F : before. Qq i-j. 

1 13. Rolalind Q i. 

1 14. dight ? Qq 3-5, F : dight, Qq i, 2. 


Colins Embleme.] AU Qq and Ff Jail to 
give the Embleme to December. It is first 
jound in Hughes (7775)— Vivitur ingenio: 
caetera mortis erunt. It is possible that 
Hughes Jound it in some copy oj a Q or F, 
but more likely that he supplied it himselj. 

Gloss to 17. Cabinet 3-5, F : Eabinet 
Qq I, 2. 

Gloss to Emblem, quod Qq JS, F : quae 
Qq I, 2. 

Gloss to Emblem, ferrum Qq 3-5, Fj 
ferum Qq l, 2 


COMPLAINTS. 1591. 


The text is based on the ^ of 1591, the only 
edition of Complaints published in the lifetime 
of Spenser. Different extant copies of this Q 
supply for a few passages different readings. 
Our text is printed from the Bodleian copy, 
and variants are quoted from the Huth Q, 
At the British Museum, among the liarleian 
MSSf ii a transcript of Complaints dating 
from 15)6, which supplies a few variants* 
These aie quoted as Harl. MS. F also in 
places enables us to correct the text, and in 
places gives new readings. The more im- 
portant of these are recorded below, but 
where F merely corrects the punctuation of 
Q the change has not been recorded unless it 
seems peculiarly significant and interesting. 

THE RVINES OF TIME. 

316, 323. I sing: F: I sing, Q. 

333. and with Linus, Huth Q : and with 
L»»uj Q ; with Linus, F. 

363. couetize F : couertize Q. 

413. give.^, F. 

414. MausolusF: Mansolus Q. 

447-8. For such as now have most the 
•/orld at will, Scorn . . . their F. 

451. such as first were F. 

453. him Q : them F. 

454. 0 1 let not those, F. 

455. Aliue nor dead, F. 

551. which F : with^. 

571. Was but of earth, and with her 
weightinesse F. 

574. worlds F : words Q. 

THE TEARES OF THE MVSES. 

1 13. anew Q, F: in rew conj. Collier, 

V. U. 177, 233, 6rc. 


232. singults F : singulis Q ; p. F.Q. III. 
xi. 12. I note. 

288. Ignorance cj. 1. 259 : ignorance Q, F. 
310. wit. Q, F. 

399. defaceid F : defacd Q. 

486. souenaunce Harl. MS.', souerance 

Q,F. 

566. beF; beee(). 

600. loumg Q ; living F. 

VIRGILS GNAT. 

122. heart] hear Q : hart F. 

149. Asacran corr. Jortin : Astraan Q, F. 

233. Shepheards F : Speheards Q. 

308. creast-front tyre F; creast front- 
tyre Q. 

340. Scest thou not, F. 

387. throat F; threat^. 

406. fluttering F : flattering Q. 

536. subtile F : slye 0. 

575. billowes Harl. MS. : billowe Q, F. 

MOTHER HVBBERDS TALE. 
\InallF copies that I have examined M H T. 
IS dated either 1611 or 1612.] 

53. Gossip F : Goship Q. 

67. high F : up on high Q. 

87. worlds Q, giving a syllabic value to the 
' r ’ : worldes F. 

185. Wildly to wander thus F. 

308. winges Hughes : wings Q, FJ. 

453. Diriges F : Dirges Q. 

626. bands Q, F. 

648. at all, F, Harl. MS. : all Q. 

830. kindly wise desire Q, F : kindle wise 
desire Dr avion teste Collier. 

913 will a daw trie Q: a daw will try F> 
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1 ^. will prove himself a fool. Grosart quoted 
a manusertpt in hts possession reading one 
day will cry, but the emendalton ts unnecessary, 
1108. Conge F : Couee^. 

1224. boxc Qf F, Harl. MS. Grosart 
quoted a manuscript reading loxe, but the 
change ts unnecessary. ' boxe' exchequer, 
treasury \ a* porter's box ‘ for gratuities. 

1 23 1 . The conj. f. C. Smith : And C>. F 
1289. onjon, F. 

RVINES OF ROME. 

21. Mausolus F : .Mansolus Q. glone. 
Q, F. 

32 Palaces, is that] Palaces is that, () : 
Palaces, is that, F. 

48. The old Giants Iluth Q: Th'old 
Giants ^ : The Giants old F. 

56 Vminall Huth Q, F : Vimnial Q 
145-6. hcate ; . . . lild Q, F. 

210. Now to bet'ome F : To become (1 
243, ornaments] ornament (), F 
414. stackesF: sialkcs(h 
435. verses F : ycrscs () 

MVIOPOTMOS 

(Dated 1590 in Complaints, and printe<l 
separately from the rest of the volume ) 

149. champion he Q • champainc o’re he 


196. //u/A ^ Dull, 

250. dispacing Q : displacing Huth Q^ F, 
354. Enlestred Q ; Enfested Huth Q, F. 
370. framdc craftilic Huth Q,F; did ilily 
frame Q. 

391. thoss^. 


VISIONS OF THE WORLDS VANITIE 
I no. nulwxe HuthQ, F : natures 0 - 

THE VISIONS OF BELLAY. 

For the 1560 version of The Visions of 
Hellay and The Visions of Petrarch, v. 
Ap|>endix. 

13 . inconstancies,] inconstancies. Q, F. 

23 . On Morns conj . ; One Q, F. Afriht 
golds Q, F : A f tikes gold Moms conj. 

38 great Lyons Q : Lyons great F, 

43. pillers 7 569 : pillowes Q, F. 

113 astonicd /•' ; astoined Ch 


THE VISIONS OF PETRARCH. 

27. monent (h 

29. Then 7569 : The(), F. 

Q omits 7 above this sonnet. 

85. behold Morris : beheld Q, Ff. 


DAPHNAIDA. koi. 

I 

I ()2"*596. The text printed I 388 ih’ heauens F : th’cauensO?- 

I from Q I; obvious errors of imnctuation 391. U\\ Hughes ijl 5 : tell 

' silently corrected from Q 2 and b ; all other 422-3. one, . . other, Q 2 : one . . . other 

changes recorded below (I /. 

The dedicatory letter is missing tn B.M copy | 477 starres Q l : starre Q 2, F. 

of Q I- , 487. deeiic Q i ; deere Q 2, F. 

13 honourable F: honoarable (/. ' 549 a sdeinfull F : abdciiiiull Of 


COLIN CLOVTS COME HOME AGAINE. 1395. 

Publisherl with Astrophel, Ac., in 1595., 

Our text follows Q, but is in places emended I COLIN CLOVT. 

from F. These emendations, except in slight | i knowen F: knowne Q. 
matters of punctuation, are recorded below. 168 singults F; singulfs Q. 

Of the non-Spensenan poems sornc(pp. ^56- 380 llarpalus, . . . aged] Harpahn , . k 

60) had already appeared in a Miscellany agc<l.(): Harpalus, . . .ugeQ,F. 
entitled The Phoenix Nest The text 3S2. CorydonF: aCorydonC* 

found therein gives some slight variants, 487 Vrama F ; Vriana Q. 

which are quotd below as 159J. 600. clusters F : gluiteri Q. 
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6oi. braunchesj : bunches^, F 
670. Durst F : Darcst Q. 

699. needs Todd ; needs, Q, F 
' 757. fareF: far^. 

861. life giuing F 2 : like giuing F. 
884. the F : their 

ASTROPHEL. 

50. often F : oft Q. 

89. necdeth F ; need Q. 

116. brood] brood : Q, F. 

158. day] day : Q, F. 

200. dearcj deare : Q. 

The Lay of Clorinda\ 17 wctrhcd Q. 

35. did see FiseeQ. 

THE MOVRNING MVSE OF 
THESTYLIS. 

The Mourning Muse] Each line oj Q is 
printed in F as two short lines, the second 
without capital letter. 

I. your F : you Q. 

16. Thou F: Tho Q. 

20 thy Hughes 17 15 : their Q, Ff. 

80. hcau'ns F ; heau’s Q. 

129. testified F: tcstficd () 

153. heau’ns F : heau’s 


AN ELEGIE, OR FRIENDS PASSION 
FOR HIS ASTROPHILL 

2. glasse P.N. (1593) F 2 : grassc F. 
24. Ampitheater Q, F. 

29. in P.N . ; is Q, F. 

36. Meander, F : Meander Q, P.N. 

45. what.] that, Q, P.N. : that. F. 

72. night F; might F.A. 

97. the mount P.N , F: to the mount 

(’• 

109. ncucr P.N., F : euer Q. 

1 34. Astrophill P.N., F : .dslrophrtU Q. 
iSi. ThisF.A., F: His^. 

195. thee truthe Q, P.N . : the truth F. 


AN EPITAPH, 8lc. 

36. ofQ,P.N.: off F. 

Another of the same] P.N. adds excellently 
written by a most worthy Gentleman. F 
divides into two each line of Q. 

2. age : F : age, Q, P.N. 

25. parallels F : parables Q, P.N, 

39. seeke P.N., F : seekes Q. 


AMORETTI AND EPITHALAMION. 1595. 


First published in 1595, in a small 18^ 
volume, the text of which is reproduced in 
this volume. The punctuation, which is very 
faulty, has been corrected chiefly from F. 
Other emendations arc recorded below. 

AMORETTI. 

11. neighbors F: neighourcs 18*. 

2. roundelaies F : roudelaics i8*. 

VII. a. you,] you j8 *,F. 

VIII. 5. the F : printed y i8\ 

X. II. pride,] pride F, i8\ 

XI. 8. vnpitteid 18*. 

XIII. 6. l^rne, F : borne : 18*. 

XVII. 7, workmanship F : wormanship 

XIX. 4. crouned, 1^, F. 

XXI. 6. louc F : loues 18*. 

8. impure, zF*, F. 

XXIII. 4. unreaue, z8**, F. 

XXVIll. 2. giucsF: guies r^. 

XXIX. 4. forlornc, i 5 *, F. 

XXXII. 9. fit: F. 

XXXIII. 9. wit,] wit: wit } F. 


XXXVIII. 8. will, jr 5 *, F. 

XLV. 6. eye : F. 

XLVIII. 10. thcF: th’ J(r. 

L 2. griefe, F : greife : i8\ 

LIII. 1-2. hyde . . . beasts, . . . fray,! hydc, 
. . beasts . . . fray : 18^ : hyde . . . beasts, 
. . fray : F. 

6. scmblant ifP : semblance F. 

10. ornament : 18*, F. 

LVI. 5. sure /5’, F. 

LVIIl. 3. supposcth, 18*, F. 

7. prayd, F. 

LIX. 4. start, 18^, F. 

LX. 4. spheare. F : spheare 18*. 

LXII. 4. ensew, 18*, F. 

LXIII. 9, n. atchyuc, . . . dcpriue, 18*, 

LXIIII. 8. spred, 18*, F. 

12. Icssemynes, 18*, F. 

LXV. I. vaine 18^, F. 

LXVIII.3. hell,F: helUr. 

4. away, 18^, F. 

6. thou F : tbou 18*. 

LXXI. 9. aboue,] about, 15 *, F. 
LXXllI.a. tyc,]tye:rr,F. 



LXXV. a. away F ; a way i8*, 
LXXVIl. n. paradtcel paradice : 
Paradysc : F. 


FOURE HYMNES. 1596. 
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the Idaea F : th’ldaca 
LXXXIX. 3. vow F 2 ; vcw F. 

EPITHALAMION 
61. take,] uke. F. 


57. deerel dore / 5 *, F. 
a 18. play] play \ 1 8*, F. 

239. band t] band, 18* : band. F. 

290 nighlesdreadjmjjhtsdread/^rnighti 

sad dread F. t/. h.Q. i. v. 23 note. 

341. Pouke] Ponke iS“, F. 

356. ix)ure /' : jxjnre 18"*. 

385. thy F : they 18^, 


FOURE HYMNES. 1596. 


First published in i5f>6 (0. The text 
follows Q with some emendations of punctua- 
tion from F. 


AN HVMNi: OF LOVE 
83. hated F : hate Q 


AN HYMNE IN HONOVR OF 
BEAVTIE. 

i4‘ soule F 3 (1679) . foulc Q, F 
47 - clotheth Q : closelh F. 


AN HYMNE OF HEAVENLY LOVE. 

21 j. mcrcie, miserable crew,] mercie 
miserable crew, (J mercy (miserable crew) F. 
245 feet & syde : feet, throgh side F. 
2t>0. to thee {) . for thee F. 

AN HYMNE OF HEAVENLY BEAVTIE. 

50. eye) eye, Q, /• 

121 Suns brij^ht () : Sun-bright F. 

105. And dampish) The dark & dampish 
Q : The darkc dump F. 

170. more bright, F : Q omits. 

270, to paine ] to paine, () : a paine. F. 

294 on F . no Q 

298 the loue Q • the true loue F. 


PROTHALAMION. 1 596. 

ulmF emfodatiODJ o( punctu.tion 

102. your F : you,Q. 


MISCELLANEOUS SONNETS. 


Printed from copies of the volumes in 
which they originally appeared 

I . From Fourr iMtns, and Crrtaine 
Sonnets: Especially touching Robert Greene, 
and other parties, by him abused, brc. London. 
Imprinted by John Wolfe, 4to, T3Q2. 

II . From Nennio, Or a Treatise of 
Nobility, (tc. Written in Italian by that 
famous Doctor and worthy Knight, Sir John 
Baptista Senna of Ban. Done into English 
by William Jones, Gent , Q, i^g^. 

III. From Histone of George Castriot, sur- 


named Scanderbee, King of Albanie and 
Containing his famous actes, 6rc. Newly 
translated out of French into English by Z. f. 
Gentleman. Imprinted for W. Ponsonby, 

IV. P'rom The Commonwealth and Govern- 
ment of Venice Written by the Cardinal 
Gasper Contareno, and translated out of the 
Italian into English by Lewis Lewkenor, 
Esquire. Ixmdon. ImprinUd by John 
H'lndetfor Edmund Mattes, brc., 1599. 

III. 1. vaunt] vaunt, 13^6. 




GLOSSARY. 

The Faerie Queene it referred to by book, canto, and stanza, thus : in. iv. 41. 
Crost-refereocea are not at a rule given to variant tpeiiinga showing the following Intfchangea 
of letters: /,y; #a; o, oa, 00 ; «, w ; «, z ; c, s. 


A 


a, in ; a Gods namt p. 418, S.C Stpt. 100. 
Hubbsrd III, Tkrs* Lett. pp. 611, bi6,6i9, 
Two Lett, p. 639. 
aband, to abandon, 11. x. 65. 
abase, to lower, 11. i. j 6 ,iv. vi. 3, vi. vi. 3i,viii.5. 
abashed, pa. part, astonished, 1. xti. ^9 ; do- 
comfited, II. iv. 8 . 

abashment, fear, astoniihineiit,iii. rut. 16, 34. 
abate, to dimmish, decrease, /r., 1. iii. 7, 11. n. 

19, V. ix. 35 ; to depress, Uuhberd 256. 
abeare, reji. to comport oneselt, v. xii. 19 , 
VI. IX. 45. 

abet, sb. instigation, abetment, iv. in. 1 1. 
abet, v6. to support, uphold, i, x. 64, iv. m, 6, 

VI. V. 22. 

abide, to attend, 1. v. 17; to await, remain, 
rest, stop, III. V. 1 1 , v. viii. 5, T\vo l^tt. p. 635 ; 

^ pret. (1) abid, iii. iv. 32, (2) abode, iii. xii, 
37 ; to abide by, accept, v, i. 25 , to endure, 
suffer, II. i. 20, T\u%t. 154. 
able, see aby. 

abieot, to cast down, throw down (with idea 
of degradation), ill. xi. 13, v. ix. 9. 
abode, s6. delay, iii. vm. 19; stay, 11. i. i. 
abolish, to annul, destroy, 11. ir. 45. 
abord, aboord, alongside, iii. x. 6 ; abroail, 
adnft, astray, //w66er</ 324,/!. /{. 185 ; abroad, 
across. Gnat 46. 
abouts, about, 1. ix. 36. 
aboue, upstairs, iv. xii. ao. 
eAstVf^for abrayd (see next), to awake (m/r ), 
IV. ri. 36. 

abrade, abrayd, pret. abrayd, to awake, 
arouse, startle, iii. 1. 61, x. 50, xi. 8, iv. tv. 22. 
abridge, to cut oil, cut short, Daphn. 445. 
abridgement, cutting short, iti. viu. 2. 
abuse, sb. injury, wrong, 11. v. 21. 
abuse, vb, to deceive, 1. i. 46, 11. i. Arg. 19, 
Muiop, 377 ; to ill-treat, misuse, vi. 1. 22. 
aboaion, deception, 11. xi. 1 1, iv. i, 7, v. xn. 
40, Hubberd 1363 ; disgrace, discredit, if 
220. 

aby, abie to pay the penalty for, expiate, 11. 
ir. 40, viii. 33, IV. vL 8 ; to endure, suffer, in. 
iv. 38, R. T, 101 ; to endore, to remain, iti. 
vii. 3, X. 3, VII. vi. 24. 


aby*, /or abide (q v.), abide by, submit to 

VI. ii. 19. 

abyssa, gulf, interior, iror/ds V^anitie 66. 
aooident, attnbute, Two Lett. p. 639. 
aooloy, to clog, choke ; to encumber, render 
heavy, 11. vii. 15. A’. C. Feb. 135 ; aooloid, 
pa. part., Elegte 2. 

aooompt, aoooumpt, sb, account, vi. viii. 2>, 
p. 419, Jiubberd 307, A'. Oct. Arg. 7. 
accomptod, pa. part, accounted, considered, 

I. X. 6, 

aooord,sA. consent, agreement, 11. iv. 2l,tx.i. 
accord, xb. to agree. A’. C. Feb. Arg. 7 ; pa. 

part. IV. IX 40 ; to reconcile, iv. v. 25. 
aooordaunoe, agreement, iii. ni. 30, v. viu. 
» 4 * 

according, according to, 1. x. 50, xn. 15, 11. 

IV. 26, XI. 11; accordingly, 11. x. 71. 
aoooste, aoooaste, to adjoin, border on, v. xi. 
42 ; to fly near to or skim along the gruiiud, 
VI. it. 32, 

aoooumpt, vb, to take into account, considera- 
tion, Avutr. Son 2O. 

aooourAge, aoodurage, to encourage, it. ii. 
38, III. VIII. 34. 

aooourting, pres. part, entertaining (courte- 
ously), ii. 11. 16. 

acooustrement, apparel, Hubberd 672. 
aoooy, pa. part, aoooyd, aoooied, to appease, 
soothe, IV. VIU. 59 , to daunt, subdue, A\ C. Feb. 

47. 

aoooyl, to gather together, assembie. it. ix. 30* 
aoorew, to collect, combine, tv. vi. 18; to in- 
crease, V. v. 7, R. R. 207 ; to come as sn 
addition or increase, S. C. p. 41 7, C/out 633. 
soousomentr accusation, v. ix. 47. 
aooustom, to be usedrwont, iii. i. 13. 
aohatsB, provisions, 11. ix. 31. 
aoQuainted, pret. became acquainted, Eiegie 

soquit, to free, release, deliver, v, iv. 39, viii. 
6 ; pa. part. (1) aoquit, 1. vii. 32, almor. Son. 
42 ; (2) aoqoight, 11. xii. 3 ; to perform, set, 
re/l. vt. ii. 24, 

adamant, diamond (/g.), crysul, iv. xi. 31. 
adamant rooko, hard rodr, 1. vii. 33. 
adaw, to daunt, subdue, ui. vU. 13, v. ix. gx, 
S.C, Feb. I4I ; to become subdued, iv. vL 20; 
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adftwed) adaw*d,/<}.^r/. daunted, terrified, 
V. V. 45 , iJ. C. Fe6. I41. 
adayei, daily, S. C. March 4a. 
addeeme, to award, adjudge, v. 111. 15, vi. vni. 

22. 

addooiUy to adjudge, vii. vii. 56. 
addrewe, skill, dexterity, Hubberd 1202. 
addresae, vb. to prepare, direct {reji.), i. v. 
6, IV. viii. 10, V. iii.4; to direct one’s course 
(re/f.), 111. iv. 6, x. 40, Hubberd 657 ; to clothe 
{refl. ), vl. ix, 36. addreat, pa. part, prepared, 
ready, set up, iv. iii. 14, vi. ix. 40, S. C. Aufr. 
128, Bellay 61, Clout 562, Fast. Elegte 106, 
p. 550; arrayed, clothed, equipped, armed, 
1. ii. II, 111. vi. 39. 

adioyned, pret. approached, drew near, 111. vii 
42. 

admirable, wonderful, 1. vii. 36. 
admiraunoe, admiration, v x. 3() 
admire, to wonder, wonder at, 11. Frol. 4, iv 
V. 38, VI. vin. 27. 

adnihilate, to annihilate, destroy, Two Lett. 

p- 635- 

adore, to adorn, iv. xi. 46. 
odorne, adornment, 111. xn. 20. 
adowne, adv. down, i vii 24, vj, vni. 49, 
Fa$t, Aeglogui 132, Hubberd Ii8'>; prep 1 

vii. 31. 

ttdrad, adred(d0), pa. pari, frightened, 1:1 
i. 6a, IV. ni. 25, viii. 47, Gnat 304, R. R 232 ; 
adrad, /ire/, was afraid, v 1 22. 
aduantaged, pret benefited, Three Lett p. 
612. 

aduannoe, to extol, praise, i v. 16, S. C. Orf. 
47 , Rov. 7 ; to claim, 11 iv. 36 ; aduaunst, 
pa. part, moved, impelled, 11 i 20 
aduenture, tb. enterprise, i. ix 6 ; chance, 
accident, 1?. ii. 20, iii. ao, v. vni. 15. 
aduenture, aduenter, vb to attempt, ven- 
tute, V. iv. 31, Hubberd I005, Three Lett. p. 
623. 

aduewed, pa. part, viewed, surveyed, v ni. 
20. 

aduise, auiie» -ae, to perceive, view, notice, 
look at, I. V. 40, ir. ix. 38, 59, xii. 66, iii. ix. 

23, XII. 10, IV. ii. 22, IV. 25, VI. xn. 16; to 
consider, bethink oneself, remember (often 
re/.), 1. i. 33, iii. 19, viii. 15, 11. Prol. a, vi 
27, III. i. 18, ii. 22, iii. 6. 59, IV. xii. 28, vt. 
xii. 12, VII. vi. 21 , Hubberd 1238 ; to advise, 
IV. viii. 58. 

aduiaement, advice, counsel, consideration, 
1. IV. 1 2, II. V. 13, hr. 9. p. 41 1, S. C. Oet. Arg. 
16, Hubberd 176, TSeo Lett. p. 635. ■ 
adtrard, tb. award, iv. x. 1 7. 
adward, t;^. to award, it. xii. 3a 


aegide shield, the aegis or shield of Minerva, 
Muiop. 321. 

semule, to emulate, rival, Clout 72, 73. 
aerie, aerial, in the air, ii. iii. 19. 

Aetion, pseudonym ssDrzyXon, Clout 444. 
Aetn*, Etna, volcano, iii. li. 3a. 
afarrs, afar, Elegie 167. 
afeared, affeard, ppl. adj. frightened, afraid, 
II 111. 45, III. X. 52, IV. i. 50. 
affamisht, ppl. adj. hungry : loue-affamishty 
Amor. Son. 88. 
aSTeare, to frighten, 11, 111. 20. 
affect, sb. kind feeling, affection, passion, vi. 
i. 45, v 24, Past. Aeglngue 46, Amor. Son. 
6; imitation, couii’crfeit, Love 180. 
affect, vb. to like, have a preference for, vi vi. 
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affection, passion, ii. iv. 34, xi. I, ill. in. I, vi. 
vi. 7. 

affectionate, pa part. : well a = having 
become very atleciionate, well beloved, iii 
ill. 62 

affiance, betrothal, II iv. 21. 
affide, see 

affixed, fixed, set, in. i;. 11 
afflicted, />/>/. adj. cast down, humble, Amor. 
Son. 2. 

afford, affoord, to bestow, give, 11. viii. 19, 
VI. i. 26 ; to consent, 11. vi. 19. 
affrap, to strike, 11. i. 26, iii. n 6. 
affray, sb. fear, terror, v, x. 19. 
affiray, vb to frighten, terrify, ni. v. 27, S C. 
June (Glosse, p 443). 

affray, f a. part , fr glitencd, afraid, v ix 24 
affrended, /w, made friends, reconciled, 
IV, III 50. 

I affiret, encounter, onslaught, iii ix. 16, iv. ii. 

I 15, 111. 0, 1 1 

i affright, ib. fear, fright, li. in. 19, xi 16. 

I affright, pn part, frightened, II. v. 37. 
affront, to face, confront, oppose, attack, I. 

vui 13, MI. IV. 7, IV. ni. 22. 
j affy.to betroth, espouse, vi. in. 7 ; affide, -yde, 
pa. part, iv viii. 53, v. iii. 2, vi. in. 49; en- 
i trusted, v. v. 53 

aflot. III a stale of overflow or submersion, 
Bellay 1 19. 

afore, before, beforehand, in front, i. xn i, iv. 

! VII. 7, v. v. 3, xii. 6, /?./?. 258. 
afore hand, formerly, H. love 186. 
afterolapa, unexpected strokes or events, 
Hubberd 33 a. 

1 after-eendy to pursue, send after, i. v. 10. 
Bgaety if hasty pret. frightened, terriBed, 1. ix. 

21, III. V. 3, VII. vi. 52. 
age, IV. iii. 43. See quiet age. 
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•Imqer, timoner, i, a. . i 


Affent, one who acti, Tkrte L*tt. p, 631. 
ftggr«>oo, ib. favour, goodwill, 11. vui. 56. 
Aggrtoe, agraoe, v6. to favour ; 4 grMt,/>^v^, 
>. X. 18 ; to add grace to, u. zii. 58. 
ftggrato, to please, gratify, 11. v ix. 
34, xii. 4a, in. VI. 50, vui. 36, v. xi. 19, vu x. 
33, Tvarff 406. in/r. iv. u. 23. 
ftglet, aygulet, tag, (pangle, 11. tii j6, vi. ii. 5. 
agonyea, strifes, conten’ions, winch were hel ' 
to be due to Saturn's niriueiKc, 11. i\ 52. 
agraato, see aggrnoe 
agree, to settle, 11. iv. 3. 
agreeable, m accord, snniiar, 'J'kret Lett, p 
620. 

agreeably, similarly, vi. vn. 3. 
agreeue, to cause to grieve, R T. g], Flr^ie 
Sj 

agrise, agriie, to cause to shudder, hornh, 
n. VI. 46, in. II. 24, vii vii.6; v. > 

28; agrytM,/'/'/ adj of l ornble apiKarancc, 

IV. vm. 1 2 

aguiae, aguise, to array, deck, equip, fashion. 
11 1 21, 31, \i. j-, in II. 18, \. Ill 4, }{uhbei\i 

656. 

a hungered, hungry. Three Lett. p. 61S. 
aime, to guess, conjecture, //. Beaut le 33. 
Alabaster, pseudonym, Clout 400. 
alabloater, alabaster, iii. n 42, vi. vni 42, 
Bellay 45. 

niaid, /n port allayed, Dnphu 1 73. 
Albanesc-W'yso, alter the manner of the 
Albanc'e (Albanians ?), Ill xii 10 
albo, alboe, althougli, i. x. 44, S. C. "Jan 67, 
Apr. gg\ in spite of, v. vui. 3, 6’. C. Mii. 

Alcon, Clout 394. 

Aloyon, p>.eudonym, Clout 3S4, 
alegge, allegge, alleviate, assuage, m r, 13, 
S C. March 5. 

aleggeauDce, alleiiation, in v, 42. 
alew» halloo; lanient^tion, v. vi 13. 
algate, algatcR, eunrelv, altoj-fihrr, always, 
11. 1, 2, in. IV 26, IV, VI. 13, 44, by any means, 
Hubherd 1025 , at all, 111 any way, in. vnt. 9, 
iicverlhelcss, v. viu. 3, S. C. Nov. 21 
Algrin^/seuiiosiym, S. C July 213. 
alienate, /ci part, alienated, withdrawn, .V C, 
Apr.Arg 9. 

all, though, although, n. xii, 57, iii. i. ai, vi. 
47, VII. 9, 40, S. C. June 72, all were tf » 
although it were. S. C. May 58. all and 
some, entirely, altogether, in, xn. 30. all 
aa, as if, S. C. Feb. 4. all for, just because, 
S. C. Sept- 109, III, 114. 

Alla Twbeaca, in the Turkish fashion, 

Hubherd 


\ lUSlMt, V. f. 10. 
alone, only, IV. V. 15. 

along, without iiitvrniption, throughout! in. 

IV 3. 

alow, v^. to praise, p. 409. 
alow, adv. below, vi, vin, 13. 

A1 Portugeae, m the Pcrtugueie fuhiou, 
Hubherd i\ 2. 

aU, alia, also, 11. 1. 7, iv, iv. a. xi. 31, vi. xii. 

II, p, 410, S. C. March 40 ; both (0/1 , , , . 
and), S. C. July 8. 

alsoone, as locn, S. C. July lOl. ' 

altogether, wiihotu exception, S, C. July^ 
p 447- 

alwiiy, always, v. ix 24, Clout 888. 
amain, amayue, at once, hastily, 1. vl 41 ; 
With forir, violently, in. xi. 41, iv. iii.47,v. 
3S, VI. VI. 37, vm. 27. 
amaroua, lovely, 11, xn 64. 

AmarylUa, ^ shopnerdess, Chut 435, 540. 
amate\ to dismay, daunt, cast down, 1. 1. fi, 
Ml. IV 2;, VII 35, XI 21, vn VI 19. amated, 
pa. fKirt. dismayed, overwhelineil, 11. 11. v, 

XI 64. 

araato’, to keep <<»mpany wilh, 11. ix. 34. j 
ainaBo, aniayemeni, in. vn 7, iv. m 17, v, vip 
25, Amor Son. if), FpUh. I Hi. 
nmblUaago, rmbaisy, Hubherd 473. 
ambUBbiDAUt, ambush, iv. x. 30, Qnat 5334 
amearat, pa. pait. punished, amerced, i^rsior. 
Son. 70. 

imenage, to domesiicate, control, n. iv'. 11. 
amennnee, anienaunoe, bearing, condnot, 
beluvioui, II, VUI. 17, IX 5, III. I. 41, iv.iii. 5^ 
Hunger d 7S|, 

amend, to retrieve, rrMore, lu. lii, 33. 
amendracDt, ametids, n 1.20. 

Amiable, IV, X. 31, 5(1 

amia\ hood, rape (ung. an article of coslimvr 
of the religious onlcis, nude of, or lined with, 
grey fui), 1. 1» 18. 

misdeed, fault, 11, 1. 19 
amliae, wrongly, in mist.(ke, Jhipkn. 234. 
amounted, pret. immnted, ascended, i. ix. 
.‘4 

anaoue, amtnoue, to move, aiir, cause enio- 
Iton, I. iv. 45, IX. 18, III, IX. 24; to touch, 

III. xi. 13 ; to arouse (from sleep, icc.)fDapkn. 
54.S. 

Amyntaa, pteudonym. Clout 434. 
and, if. Three Lett. p. 63a. 
anduile, andiay la, anvil, i. xi. 4a, iv. iv. 13, 
Amor. Soji. 33. 

ingeliok, angelic, Aiiropkel, p. 550!. 76, 
annexe, to add, tv. viii. 35. , 
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% 

•nnoj, anoj, grief, annoyance, i. vi. 17, 11. li.j 
43 » 35 » R- T. 305, ^ 32 , Ptirarch 8j,' 

Daphn, 514, Amor. Son. 02. 
anon, anone, again, v. yiii. 9 ; at once, im- 
mediately, V. xi. 37. 

answer, aunswere, to make a reiponsivc 
sound, re-echo, 11. xii. 33 ; to repeal (corre- 
spondingly), IV. V. 33 ; to return, requite, v. i. 

24. 

dntioke, sb. antique, relic ; ancient or strange 
figures or designs, 11. m, 37, vii. 4. iii. xi. 51 
4 ntioke, Antique, adj. former, ancient, olden, 
R.R. 233, 266, Amor. Son. 69. 
apaoe, copiously, iv. XI. 11 ; fast, v. viii 5. 
apay, appay, pa. part, apaid, apayd, to 
please, satisfy, 11. xii. a8, iv. ix. 40, S. C Aug. 
6, Daphn. 70 ; to repay, requite, v. v. 33 . 
dl apaid t»\\\ requited, 11. ix, 37, v. xi.64. 
appall, to check, quell, weaken, 11. ii. 32, in. 
44, HI. i. 46 ; to fail, falter, iv. vi. 26. 
apparaunoa, appearance, iii. i. 52. 
apparition, appearance, semblance, Huhherd 
1290. 

appeaoh, to accuse, be an accusation to, it. vni 
44, XI. 40, V. V. 37, IX. 47. 
appoalo, appele: praters to a. «= to say 
prayers, hi. 11. 48 ; to remind, v. ix. 39. 
appease, to check, cease, 1. in. 39 
appellation, appeal, vn. vi. 35. 
apply, pa. part, applide, applyde, to em- 
ploy, use, 1. 1. 38; to ply, follow, 1. x 46; to 
steer, direct, 11. v. 10 (re/,), vi. 5, vii. i, v. iv 
21 , XI. 6 ; to administer, 11. xii. 3a ; to pre- 
pare, make ready, Muiop. 84. 
appose, to examine, question, v. ix 44. 
approuance, approval, 11. xn. 76, plptth. 144 
approue, approuen, to prove, demonstrate, 
test, I. vi. 36. ix. 37, III. i. 27, iv. x. i, v. x. 5. 

VI. viii. 14, Elegie 152 ; to commend, approve. 
III. i. 36. approved ppl. adj. tested, ii. v. 8. 

arboret, small tree, shrub, 11. vi. I a. 
arok, arke, box, chest, iv, iv, 15 ; arch, R. R 
89, 368, Dellay 46, Misc. Sonn. iii, Epigram^ 
p. 607. 

aread, areed, pa. pari, ared, to counsel, 
advise, teach, i. I*rol. 1 ; to tell, make known, 
proclaim, describe, show, i. viii. 31, 33, ix. 33, 
28, X. 1 7, II. in. 14, HI. iv. 59, V. XII. 9, vii. vi 
46, Love II, Chut 15; to divine, guess, dis- 
cover, detect, understand, ii. i. 7, iv. v. 15, v. 
i'k 35, XII. 9, VI. VII. 10 ; to decide, adjudge, 

VII. vii. Arg. ; to take, assume, vi. ix. 33. 
artaro, arera, back, backward, bel.ind, behind- 
hand, II. xi. 36, HI vn. 24. X. 23, VI. iv. 5, 
Onat 468. 

arat, tee arret. 


arew, in a row, v. xn. 29; in order, consecu- 
tively, Tkest. 186. 

argument, theme, subject, iii. ix. i ; proof, 
token, manifestation, vi. vii. i. 
aright,rightly, v1.vii.3i ; direct, J?/:/Va^A(i) 13 
a rights, aright, rightly, v. x. 4 
arise, to rise, Hub^rd 419, 426. 
arming: 0. s«/orr/= sword lorming part of arms 
or armour, 11. vi. 47. 
armorie, armour, 1. i. 27, in lii. 59. 
arras, tapestry, i. iv, 6, iii. xi. 39 
arraught, of arreach, to seize, ii. x. 34. 
array, aray, to afflict, v. ii. 35, vi. ii. 42. 
arreare, to raise, vi. viii. 23. 
arret, aret, to entrust, deliver, consign, 11. viii. 

8, xi. 7, HI vhi. 7, IV. V. 21. 
as, as it, as though, 1. vin. 23 1 . 9, xi. 21 I. 4, 
H. ix, II, HI. vii, 36, S. C. Dec. no. as 
that, in such a manner as . , i, 1. 30. as then, 
till then, V. iv 36 
ascertain©, Daphn, 504. 
askaunce, sideways (with idea of disfavour), 

II. VII. 7, III. i 41, .y. C. March 21. 

askew, askewe, sidelong (cf. askaunoe), 
as^]Ulnt, angrily, iii. x. 29, v. xn. 29, S. C 
Mar. Glo%se, Amor. Son. 7. 
aalake,to assuage, appease, i. m 36, dmor. Son 
44, Beaut I e 4. 

aslombermg, pres, part, slumbering, 11. xii. 7 2 
aslope, aslant (Jig ), hi. iv, 52. 
aspect, II. xn. 53, HI. VI. 1 2, vn 22, xn. 7, 14, 
IV. X 39 

aspire, pa. part, aspyred, to inspire, iv. x. 26, 
to desire, aim at, v ix. qi ; to ascend, rise up, 
R. T. 408. 

assaile, to attack, 1. vn 6 
assay, sb value, quality, 1. 11. 13, m. iv. 18, v. 
vin. 37; tribulation, affliction, 1. vii, 27, Pe- 
trarch 25 ; Inal, attempt, assault, attack, 11 
iii. 12, 15, V iv. 23, r. 52, Beautie 88 ; to all 
assaye 5 >^»l every juncture, on every occasion, 
v.ix. 39 

assay, vb , pa. part, aasaid, to try, lest, touch, 
l. IV. 8, viii. 2, II. m. 4, VI. IX. 33; to assail, 
assault, afflict, i. li. 24, vi. ii,iv. ix. 30, G’nal 
491; to affect, V XI. 64, 5 . C. Kg'. 5 
assemblaunoe, assembly, v. iv. 21. 
assieged, besieged, 11. xi. 15. 
assignment, design, ii. xi. 10 
assise, measure, Bellay 16. 
asset, to befool, besot, bewilder, beguile, 11. x 
8 . pa. part, assott, S. C. Mar. 25 ; assotted 

III. Till. 22. 

assoyle, assoile, to absolve, free, release, 1. x. 

I 52, If. V. 19, III. viii. 33. vu V. 37, viii. 6, R. R. 

\ 263, Daphn. 259; to dispel, ill. i. 58, iv. v. 30. 
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Am^, Son. ii, Proth. loo, to expute, ir. 

^5 *’ to determine, rii. tii. 38 ; to dis- 
charge, acquit oiiesdf of, Dapkn. 535, Amor. 
Son. So. 

auuTftnoe, certiint/, in. iv. 9 ; lecunty, v. xi. 
35 

asaure, to secure, keep safe (^also Jig.), 11 viu 
30, HI. li. 33, V. XU. 2 ; to be sure, assert, 11. x 
8 ; to make sure of, haie coiifulcnic ;n, Billay 
87. 

assynd, prrr. pointed out, i. vii. jS 
astart, astert, to start up, m. n 19; to hap- 
pen to, befall, S. C. Nov. 187. 
astate, state, condition, S C. Sept 
aatond, astound, ppl adj. stunned, amazed, 
I. II. 31, vn. 7, Dapkn 314 
astonied, ppl. aJj. «= pa, part of astony, 
stunned, 1. 11. 15, S. ('. July 337; astonished, 
Bel lay 113. 

astonish, to stun, iv vin 43 
astonying, ppl. adj causing anuremmt, con- 
founding, V II 54 
astound, pret. struck, iv. ni, 9, 
astrofell, astrophel, a bitter substance, |>er- 
haps astrophyllum sUr-leaf, or A%ter Tripo- 
li urn . Dapkn. 346, Past EUgie n/i. 
Astrofell, P'^tudonym <■ Sir Philip Sulnev, (Uovt 
449 , 45c 

atchieuen, tfi timsh, conclude (succcisMiily), 1 

V. I. 

atonoe, attonce, immediately, i iit 5, xt 13 . 
together, iii. in. 40, x 17; already, .V C Feh. 

atone, attone, together, 11. 1 42, 111 ix 2, 
ir IV. 14, IX. 30, V XI 4t, .V C May 30. 
Teare* 418, agreed, united, 11 i 19, agree- 
ment, Cloiit 843 , at once, immediately, iv. 
xii. 9. 

attach, pret.. pa. part, attacht, -ed, to seize, 
ir. IX, 6, y v. iS, vi. vn. 35, 36; to attack, 
III VIII 33, VI. Ill 10 

attaine,torcach, manage, IV. VII 37, vi viii 15. 
attaint, to sully, stain, i. vn 34, iv. 1 5 
attemper, to moderate, regulate, 11 11. 39, xiii. 
5 *: to attune, bring into harmony, ii. xii 71, 
S C. Apr. June 8. 
attempted, tempted, v. xi 63 
attendement, intention, vi. vi. 18. 
attent, sb. attention, iii. tx 53, vi. ix. 37. 
attent, adj, attentive, intent, vi ix 36. 
attone, set atone. 

attonement, agreement, concord, reconcilia- 
tion, V. Vlll. 31, 

attonei, together, S. C. March 53 
atlrapt,far^ed,dretsed(of a horse), iv,iv.39. 
Attribute, wb. v. ir. 38. 


^5 

atweene, adt\ in between, Ctossi 81, Kpitk. 
*55 

atweene, atwene, pnp. between, 11. i. 58, 
VI. VI. 37. 

aiwixt,o<it> in between, at intervals, 111. xii. a 
aumayld, pa. part, enamelled, 11. iii. 37. 
autentioall, authentic, iv. xii. 33, 
autentique, authentic, Two Lett, p. 640. 
authdr, 111. vt. 9. 

auailo, d>. value, proht, benefit, v. v. 49, A\ C. 
Nov. 87, Hubberd 1304. 
auaile, auale, vb. to fall, sink, descend, lower, 
1. 1. 3 1 , IV. Ml. 46, S. C. Jan. 73, Ftb. 8, Sept. 
351 ; to dismount, alight, 11. ix. to. 
nuaunt, to advance, 11. iil. 6 ; to depart, be off, 

VI. vi, 2 I 

auauutage, advantage, 11. v. 9. 
auenge, revenge, ir. 1. 53, ii. 1 5. 
auengement, vengeance, i. iv. 34, 11. iv. 6, 

Ml V. 34, lifMerd 1317. 
auontre, 10 push, thrust forward, ill. i. 38, iv. 

ill. 9, VI II. 

auiao, amie, &c., ire aduiaa. 
auiaefull, aiientivc, observant, iv. vi 36. 
auoided, pa. part, empnctl, 11. ix. ; de- 
parted, withdrawn, iii. 1. 58 
auouohe, lo prove, establish, 1. x. 64 ; to state, 
maintain. Two Lett. pp. 618, 639. 
auoure, avowal: to make a •to answer for, 

VI. Ml. 48, 

Buow, lo vow, III, IV. 10. 

awaJto, sb. watch, ainbusli, iv, x. 14, v, ix 9 

aware, wary, alert, v. xi, 13. 

awamod, pa. part, warned, iii, x. 46. 

awayes, away, Gnat 430. 

awhape, to terrify, iv.vii.5,v. x\. Ilttbbtrd 

7 ^' 

ay, ever, 11. 1. 60, in xi 41 , S. C. Feb. 19S 
ayer, air, Team 118. 
aygulet, see aglet, 
ayme, sb. intention, dengti, 11. vi. 10 
aymod, />// adj intended, desired, 11. iv. 46, iii, 
sii 40. 

ayrie, airy, v. viii. 34. Cf. ayer 
B 

babe, doll, .S’. C. May 240. 
bable, bauble, toy. Three Lett. p. 634. 
baoe, sb. prisoner’i base, v. viii. 5 ; to bid 
bace-\o challenge, ni. zi. 5; byddmg bast^ 
prisoner's base, S C. Oet. 5. 
baoe, adj. low, deep, i. v. 31, 11. xii. 8, iii. ii 
.*> 0 . 

backbite, to slander, Hubberd 719. 
baokatarting, starting back. v. xi. 6 l 
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baffdld^ dUgraced as a perjured knight, v. 
iii. 37, VI. vii. Arg. 27. 
baid, set bay. 

baile, sb. charge, custody, vii. vi. 49; pledge, 
security, S. C. May 131. 
baile, vb. to deliver, liberate, iv. ix. 7. 
bait, bayt, to bait (a bull, See.), i. xii. 35, 11. 
viii.42, VI. V. 19. 

bait6, to feed on a journey, 1. i. 32. 
balduotum, trashy, rubbishy, Three Leit» 
pp. 619, 623. 

bale* (/or baile, q.v.), release, S. C. Aug. 
105. 

bale^ injury, fatal influence, i. 1. 16, S. C. 
Nov. 84; sorrow, gnef, 1. vu. 28, ix. 29, 11. 
11.45, VI. X. 3, 8. 

bale *, fire (cf. bale *), 1. ix. 16. j 

balefull, harmful, injurious, deadly, 1. 11. 2, 
in. iii. 8; iubjectively, full of pain, painful,! 
S. C. Jan 27, ! 

baltfulnease, distress, sorrow, 11. xti. 83. 
balke,sfi. (/g'.), omission, exception; hi ndge 
or piece of land left tinploughed by accident, 
VI, xi. 16. 

balke, vb. to quibble, bai.dv words, in li la ; 
to stop short, refrain, iv, x. 25 ; to miss, 
stray from, S. C. Sept. 93; to he out of the 
way, Hubberd 268. 
ball, to bawl, howl, S. C. Sept. 190. 
ballanoe ' patre of 6. -b,ilances scales, v 1 
II, ii. 30 

balleardea, billiards, Hubberd 803. 
ban, banne, vh. to curse, iv. ix. 9, v. vm. 
28, 39, VI, li. 21, fret, band, v. ii. 18, xi. 
13; pa. part, band, H Love 1 84. 
band, th. bond, vi, xn. 36 ; i:>lcdge, vi 1. 31 , | 
captivity, bondage (also plur.), tv xi I, vi 

xn. 39. 

band, vh.^ to assemble, 1. iv. 36. 

band, v6.* to ban. banish, in. 11. 41. 
bandog, mastifl, bloodhound, S. C Sept. 163, 

Gnai 540. 

bane, destruction, death, 11. xi. 29 
banes, banns^ i. xii. 56. 

banket, banoket, banquet, 1 xi. 2, in. vi. 22, 

IV. vii. 20. 

banne, s6. curse, 111 vu. 39 
banngrall, small streamer attached to lance 
of knight, VI. vn. 26. 
barbes, armour of war-horse, ti. 11. il. 
barbican, watch-tower, it. ix. 25. 

bard, adorned with bars, 11. iii, 27. 

bare, pret, bore, 11. vu, 5, v. Prol. S. C. 
Dec. 124. 

baaoiomani, kissing of the hand, 111. i. 56. 
baae '.lower part, V. IX. 16; pedestal, .Br//ay 44. 


base , bass voice, low, deep sound, it. xii. 33, 
a bau singer, T. M. 38. 
basen, basin: h. widt^zi wide as a basin, 
Hubberd 670. 

baseneue, low estate, condition, vi. iii. i. 
baaenet, a steel headpiece, vi. i. 31. 
baaes *, a pbited skirt appended to the doublet, 
reaching from the waist to the knee, v. v. 20. 
bases*: ha&e% //gAr sportive races, vi. x. H. 
bash, to be abashed, daunted, il. iv 37. 
bastard, base, i. vi, 24, ii. iii. 42. 
baste, to sew, stitch, v. v. 3. 
bate*, to abate, diminish, v. ix. 35, Epigrams 
p. 607. 

bate*, pret. hit 11. v. 7. 

bate *, pti. p :ri. fed (cf, baite), S. C. Sept 

44- 

bate*, to bait (cf. bait), vi. vii, 40. 
batt, b.it, stick, club. Gnat 154, Hubberd 317. 
battailous, ready for battle, warlike, pug- 
nacious, i. V. 2, 11. vi;, 37, 111. in. 47, v. V. 31, 
VI. vii. 41. 

batteilant, engaged in battle, combatant, 
Worlds Vatu tie loi 
battill, to become fat, vi vm, 38. 
battOD, club, baton, vi vn. 46 
bauldriok, baudneke, belt, girdle, i. vn. 29. 
II. III. 29, Pro:li. 1^4; the zodiac, Viewed 
as a grni-studdcd belt, v. i, 11. 
bay, d> extremity, vi, i. 12 at, unto a b = 
at close quarters, III 1. 22, iv vi 41 
bay, vb to bay, bark, 1, v, 30, Gnat 345 
pret. baid, R. T. 215. 

baye, to bathe (cf. embay, i. ix 13, See.}, 
1. VII 3 

bayes, bales, laurels (/g ), iv 1 47, vi. vi.4 
baylieffe errant, a sher fl'^s ofii< cr going 
about the country executing writs, &c., vi. 

vi'- 35- 

bayt, sb. bait, enticement, artifice, 11 v 9, vii 
10, VI. IX 23 

bayt, i'6.' to alatc, let rest (^ee bate '), 11. xii. 
29. 

bayt, to speak gently or with bated breath, 

HI. X. 6. 

baytod, /a part fed. Three Lett, 62 1 
basil, a genus of aromatic, shrubby plants 
(Ocymum, N. 0. Labiata), Muiop. 188. 
be, bee, been, pa. part. iv. iii, 21, .S'. C. Sept. 
146. 

beades, bedet, prayers • htddsng hit h. ^ 
uying his prayers, 1. i. 30, x, 3. 
bead-men, men of prayer, i. x. 36. 
beadroU, list, iv. ii. 32. 
beamed gleam, glitter (/g.), i. xii. 23, 11. vii 
45 ; «>’. \ 49.1* 5**- 
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beame*, jipcar, shafts m, y|j^ hope, i. xi, 38, jv. iv, 40, 

bear, t(>take(ai a companion), u iv. a {pa.part. called, S. C, Dfe, 54. 
borne); heart up^xo pul the helm ‘up’, 1. b#.hold,tohold,rerain,cipturt,5.C.5#/>/.a39. 
*"• behoofe, advantage, prolii, iv. vii. 37. 

beore, here, bier, 11. xii. 36, vi. ii. 48, in. behot, tt* bohifht. 

4, R. T. 191 ; trans/. tomb, aepiikhrc, in. ni. behoue, to be j)roj»er, tilting; to be incum* 
II , Iransf. corpse, burden, Past. Elefrte I49 bent, nevesarv, iv. ix. 31, vi. e. 10. bt- 
bearne, barn, granary. Three Lett, p. 6a6. hooued, pa. f>art., Gnat ^67. 
beastly, adj. animal, 1. iii. 44. belaocoyle, greeting, welcome, iv. vi. 15. 

beastly, a</v. in a disgutting manner, III. vui. a6. bolamoure, lover, 11 vi. 16; a flower (un- 
beastlyhead, beatthood, beastliness; your l< ideiititicd), yfntor. Son. 64. 

- your ‘ beastly * seif, your pcrioiialiiy as a belamy, lover, 11. vii. jj. 
beast, S. C. May 365. belay, to besiege, encompass, Amor. xiv. 

oeat, to overcone, v i i. belay d, /»<i. part adorned, vi. li. 5. 

heath d, heated, iv sn 7, beldame, lorm of address to an aged woman, 

beaupere, compa.iion, ni 1 35. in. u. 43. 

beck, nod, TTiree Lett. p. bjf belgard, kind, loving look, 11. ni. 35, iii. ix. 

becke, beak, 11. xi.8, 52, Ueautte 256. 

become, to come to, go to, i, x, 16, ni. iv. 1 ; holme, blliue, byliue, forthwith, quickly, 
to suit, be becoming to, 1. %. 66, 11 11 I4, immediately, 1, v. 32, ix. 4, 11. vm. 18, iiu 
vui. 23 ; to hapicn, in. ix. 32. i iS, v. 16, x. 10, '.V r. Stft. 227. 

bed, to order, command, 1 ix. 41 ; to pray bell : to hear the h ‘to obtain the price, gam 
(cf bid\ VI. V. 33 the vicioiy, iv. iv 23, v 13. 

bedide, /re/, dyed, iv. n. 24. bellibone, fair maid, bonny lass, S. C. Apr. 

bedight, to equip, vi. v 7 bedight, pa Au/^. Oi, 

part, adorned, equipped, in. vi. 43, Jv. iv. 39, bolyde, /re/, counicrfcitcd, in. x. 7. 

Gnat 113, afflicted, n vi. 50; til h.m{ii bend, band, n. m. 27, vn. 30, v. v. 3, S» C, 
stricken, 11. 1. 14, .S’. C. Oct. H9 , (2) dis May 

figured, II. vu. 3. bone, beeoe, arc, i. i. to, lu. i. 36, x. 16, iv. 

beduok, to dip, dive, 11. vi, 42 i. 34. u. 24, .S’. C. Apr. 134, Oct. 87, Past. 

beetle stock, the stock <*r bandit of a Urtlt Klei^te Iiifr»><!, 12, Reautie 269. 
liuhherd 507, beneflciall, a letter presenting to a benefice, 

befall, to be fitting, 1x14, to occur, happen Huhherd 
to be. Gnat 72. befeld, pa. part , iv. in. 50 beneuoleooe, gift, Huhherd 517. 
befome, adv. before, S. C. May 104. prep.^ bent, sh aim, purpose, intctitlon, S. C Kpitile 
May 160 p. 4 1 7 , 

oegin, l>cginning, in. in. 21. bent, adj obedient, S r Sept. 149. 

L)egor*d, stained with gore, iv xi. 3. benU, stalks of rccd-likc grass, vi. iv. 4. 

beguile, to deprive, 11. li. 46, Huhl^erd 1385 ; bequeathed, ppl adj. committed, entrusted, 
pa. part, disappointed, foiled, i. xi. 25. i. x. 63. 

jchalfe : in this b. m this matter or respect, boro see beare. 

Three Lett. p. 629 bore*, to bear, carry, iv, xii. 13. 

oehalue, behalf, iv iv. 27. beroaue, to deprive of, 1. i. 33 ; to take away, 

aehappen, to happen, v. xi. 52. remove, destroy, gel rid of, 11, vii, 19, v. 

oehaue, to conduct, regulate, II. i:i. 40. iv. 10, vi. 2. btraft, pa. part, bercfi, 

oeheaat, beheat, command, bidding, 1. vi. robbed, iv. n. 10. bereaued, pa. part. 
Arg , n. 11 33. in. iv. 31. iv. ix. 31, R. T. stolen, carried off, v. in. 30; t.i ken away, // m6- 
73, Daphn. 1 37, 270, liuhberd 1 308, Ixivt 93. herd 208. 

Mlught, pa. part behight* to deliver, gram, berobbed, pa. part, robbed, i. vin. xj, v. vin, 
eotrust, 1. X. .fo, ii. vm. 9, iv. xi. 6; to cafl, 46. 

name, 1. x. 64, in. vii. 47, S. C. Apr. 120, beseeke, to beseech, iv. iii. 47. 

May 201 ; to speak, addreu, iv. 11. 33, vi. beaeme, beaeem, to befit, become, aeern, be 
38, V. iv. 25; to adjudge, pronounce, coo- lecidy, i. viil 32, ii. ix. 26, 27, lu. 1 . 55, iv. 
sider, IV. i. 44, lii. 31 , v. 7 ; to ordain, decide, ix. 20, v. v. 38, S. C. Aug. 36. bwMtminc, 

I, Muiop. 241, H. Love 173 ; to com- ppi adj., Three Lett. 620. 

mand, n. iv 43. bobot^ bohote, pret.,pa beaoeDO, pa. part, provided, treated, v. x. 17, 
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VII. vil. II, wtll 6, a»of good appearance, 
good looking, i. xii, 8, iii. lu. 58, Gnat 651 ; 
accomplished, versed, read, Ttarts 1 80. gay 
6. = gaily apparelled, adorned, Amor, xxvii. 
besit, to become, befit, n. vii. 10. beaitting, 
ppl. ad). IV. li. 19. 
bespake, pret. addressed, v. iv. 50. 
bespredd, pa. part, adorned, in. x. 44. 
beaprint, ppl. adj., S. C. Nov. iii. be- 
aprent, pa. part., S.C. Dec. 135, besprinkled 
beataine, lo stain, iv. vn. 27. 
beated, beatad, pa. part, situated, placed, iii. 
X. 54. beatadde, dis{X)scd, ordered, S. C. 
Aug. 7. til, sore, sorely 6. « hard pressed, 
placed in a dangerous situation, 1. 1. 24, 11. 1. 

30. IV. vii. 46, V. I. 22, VI. 1. 4, VI. 18 ; 

ill bistedded, iv. i. 3. beatedde, beatad, 
pret. beset, m. v. 22, iv. m. 25. 
beatow, to place, arrange, it. ix. 28. 
beatrad, pret. bestrode, v. n, 13. 
bet, pret. beat, i. 111. 19, 11. n. 2 2, mi. 63. 
pa. part, beaten, t. vn. 28 ; storme-bet, n 
xii. 33. 

betake, to betake oneself, 1. v. 28, ix 44; to 
deliver, give to, vi. xi. 51. betooke, pret. 
to entrust, 111. vi. 28. 
beteezne, to grant, give, 11. viu. 19. 
bethinke, to make up one’s mnul, 1. vi. 16. 
bethrall, to make captive, 1. vm. 28, 
betide, to befall, happen, lu i. 35, in. v, ii. 
betided, pret., Hubberd 37, Clout 329. 
betid, /rer. II. vni. 34, iv. xu. 4, v. in. 10, 
xii. 32. betight, pa. part.,S. C. Sept. 173, 
Nov. 174. betidde, pa. part. 11. i, 26. 
bett, better, S. C. Oct. 15. 
beuer, the lower part of a helmet, i. vn. 31, 
n. I. 29, IV, VI. 25. 

beuy, company (of ladies), n. ix. 34, v. ix. 

31, S.C. Apr, 118, Glosse p. 434. 
bewaile, to mourn? \^perh. an error), i. vi i. 
bewray, to disclose, reveal, betray, i. iv. 39, 

V. 30, in. iii. Arg., v. m. 21;, vi. iii. 1, 
Worlds Vant/ii 148, S. C. Jan. Glosse, 
Martk 35, Hubberd 1096. bewraide, 
pref. III. iv. 61; perceived, iv. ix. 28. 
biokerment, strife, bickering, v. iv. 6. 
bid, to pray, u 1. 30. St* beadea. 
bide»byde^ to endure, i. lii. 31 ; to remain, 
abide, 1. x. 66, 11. h. 9, vi. 10, iv. i. 24. 
bide*. to bid, ofTcr, III. viii. 16. 
biggeii, cap (of a child), 1^. C. May 241. 
bight, to bite, 1. xi. 16. 

Bilbo, Bilbao, noted for its swords, Mutop. 77 
biliue, tei beliua. 

bil, bill, a sword, weapon, v. xi. 58 : /orrest 
b. a digging or pruning impleineat, 111. r, ai. 


bin, pa, part, been, i. i. 33; preu arc, v. i. 13 
birehen, of a birch-tree, v. xi. 58. 
bit, bite, v. viii. 49. 
bittur, bittern, 11. viii. 50. 
blaokamfth, iv. r. 33. 
blame, ib. injury, hurt, i. n. i8, ni. 1. 9, 
fault, Beautie 155. 

blame, vb. to find fault with, S. C. July 38 
to bring into discredit, vi. iii. 1 1. 
blanok, entirely confounded, discomfited, 11 1 

III. 17. 

bland, to sooth, flatter, cajole, Beautie 171. 
blandishment, cajolery, flattery, i. ix. 14, 
Hubberd 1274. 

blasph^motu, in vn. 39, v. li. 19. 
blaaph6ray, vi. mi. 25. 
blast, to wither, ni. v. 48. 
blaze, to proclaim, describe, depict, portray, 
extol, I. XI. 7, V. in. 2, ix. 25, p. 410, S. C 
p. 417, Apr. 43, Muiop. 26'); to shine, i. iv 
16. blazed, part, cmbla/oncd, v. lii. 14 
blazer, one who proclaims, extols, ‘ trum 
peter,’ 11. ix. 25. 

blazon {broade, out), to make known, proclaim, 
describe, i. Trol. i, Teares 102. 
blemiahment, blemish, iv. n. 36. 
blend, vb.' to blind, daz7lc, ii. xii. 80, iv. in. 

35. blent, pa. part. ii. iv. 7, Gnat 311. 
blend, v/>.* to mix, mingle, defile, obscure, 
blemish, ii. vii. 10, 111. ix. i. blent, /'n. 
part. 1. VI. 42, n. iv. 26, v. 5, xn. 7, iii. ix. 
33, xn. 29, v. 111. 37, VI. 13, Hubberd 1330. 
blere, to demve, S. C. July 36 
blesse, sb. bliss, i. x. Arg., iv. x. 23. 
bless, vb ' to preserve, protect, guard, i. li. 

18, vn. I 2, IV. \i. 13. 

blesse, vb.^ to wave, brandish, i. v. 6 , viii. 22. 
blin, to cease from, stop, iii. v. 22. 
blmcked, affected with a blink, 111. ix. 5. 
blind, dark, without openings, ir, xi. 2. 
hliBt,preO blessed, tv. vn. 46, S.C. July 174. 
blist, pret.* brandished, ri. vni. 13. ct 
blesse, vb.* 
blith, joyfully, i. xi. 4. 
bliue, forthwith, it. in. 18. Cf. belioe. 
bloncket, grey ; b. Itveryes grer coats, 
S.C. May 

blont. rough, rude, unpolished, 6’. C. Sept. 
I09. Cf. blunt. 

blooded, part, wet or smeared With blood, 
Amor. Son. 20. 
bloodshed, It. vi. 34. 

blootme, blossom, bloom, iv. vtii. 2, vi. Prol 
4i S. C. Jan. 34. 

hloomning,/^. adj. S.C. May 8 ; prts.part. 

p. 411: blouooiiDg, Beweriog. 
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blot, ib. bicmuh, disgrace, vi. xm. 41, C/ou/ 
697. 

blot, blotten, vh. to sully, defame, blemish, 

IV. i. 4, 51, V. \x, 38, VI. xii. a8. 
blabbred, Pf'l. adj, tear-stained, -swollen, 1. 

vu 9 .”- ». 13. V. i. 13* Daphn, 551. 
blunt, uncultivatod, vi. xi. 9. 
boftd *, to bode, indicate, vii. vi, 23. 
boad, bode*, prtt. sojourned, dwelt, abode. 

V. xi, 60, Hubberd 400. Cf. bide *. 
bodrag, bo(r)draging, hostile mcurslan, 

raid, II. X. 63, Clout 315. 
bollet, bullet, 1. vii. 13. 
bolt, arrow, S. C. March 70. 

bond, pa. part, btiund, 1. 1. 3, iv, vni. ai.j 
llubhcrd 133. 

bonddge, 11. xt. i. j 

bone, leg, 5 . C March \ 

bonefier, bonfire, Epdh. 275. I 

bonetto, bonnet, cap, Three I^ett. p. 623. | 

bongrely, bungling, sbivcnly. Three 

p. (1:9. 

bonie, bony, comely, beautiful, Clout 80, 96. 
172. 

bonilaaae, a beautiful girl, S. (\ Aug. 77*8. 
booke-redd, ppl. adj. <^ucMted, flubherd 
boone, petition, prayer, in. vii. 34, iv, 11. 30, 
V. IX. 34. 

boorde, see bord. 

boot, gam, advantage, profit, m. xi. 9, v. ix. 
10 ; booty, vii. vn. 38. 

boote, t'h. to avail, pn ln, i. in. 20, n. 1. 
16, v. 3, HI. XI. lb, IV. XII. 25,1V C. .SV//. 

137. ‘ ! 

booteloMe, unprofitable, useless, 1. 11. 2 ; ndv. 
Hubberd 400. 

bord, boord, tb, table, in. x. 6, Tw> Lett. 
p. 636; cnnvcrvannn, iiitcrcimi'c. iv. iv. 13, 
coast, \l. XII. I , at i. - against, alonmdc, 
Gnat 42. 

bord, boord, vh. to speak, addre^s, accojt, 

11. il. 5, IV, 24, IX. 2, XII. 16, III. '.II. IQ , to 
border on, approach, iv. xi. 43. 

bordraging, ue bodrag. 

bore, pa, part, borne, iv. iv. 4. 
borrell, rude, rustic, S C. July 95. 
borrow, borowe, pledge, security, S C. 

May 1 31, Sept. 96, Hubberd 852 ; by my dear 
b. sby our Saviour (Glosse), S C. May 150. 
bosome, iv. xi. 43. 

boMO, j>rojectioii m centie of shield, 1. 11. 13, 
V. XI. 53, World$ Vaniiie 130. 
bouget, bow-, leathern pouch, 111. x. 29, 
Three Lett. p. 61 2). '\ 

bought, coil, fold, knot, 1. 1. 15, xi. il, 
Onat 255. 


boult, to sift, II. IV. 24. 
bound, to go, lead, 1. x. 67. 
bounse, to beat, thump, 111. xi. 17, 
bounteous, virtuous, in. 1. 49, ii. 10, xi, la 
bountle, -y, goodness, virtue, 11. tii. 4, 24. 
in. I. 49. IX. 4. 

bountiost, most virtuouN, in. v. 8. 
bounlibed, bountyhed, generosity, n. x. i 

III. I. 41, 111. 47. 

bourdon, burden, accompaniment (of a aong), 
Pa%t. Aeglogue 77. 
bourne, l>oundart, n. vi. lo. 
bout, about, VI. v. 11. 

bousing, ppl. adj. drinking, tippling, 1. iv. 
22. 

boue, above, iv. iv. 37, R. T. 1 10. 
bow-bent, bent like a bow, v. Prol. 6. 
bowr, muscle, 1. vni. 41. 
bowre, tb bower, inner room, chamber, 1. 1. 
35, 111. I. 5S. 

bowre, i^. to lodge, shelter, vi. Prol. 4, vi. 

X. 6. 

boyatrous, rough, rude, i. vni. 10, 
brace, to enannpas'', S C. Sept. 124. 
brag, proudly, boastfully, S. C. Feb. 71, 
bragging, proud, )>otstful, S. C. Feb. 115. 
bragly, ostentatiously, boastfully, S, C, March 
M- 

brake, fem, bracken, 11. xi. 22, S. C. Dec. 103. 

brame, longing, in. 11. 33. 

bransle, dance, in. x. K. 

braat, pref. burst, 1. v. 31, viii. 4, 111. vii. 40, 

IV. in. 12, v. vm. S, xi. 38, Petrarch 39. 
braue, splendidly, Imely, 1. iv. 81 beautiful, 

fair, II III 24, XII. 83, R. T. 94. 
brauely, paily, splendidly, n vi. 13. 
brauery, Jinery,.V. C. Kptktle p. 4I8, Hubberd 
608, 838, Three l^tt. p. 625. 
brawned, brawny, well-developed, i. riii. 4I. 
bray, braie, to resound, cry out, gasp out, 
utter, give forth, 1. v). 7, viii II, n. i. 38, V, 

XI. 20. 

braynepan, skull, vi vi. 30. 
breach, breaking, injury, I. viii. 34, n, xii. 
36 ; gap, fissure, fracture, It. vii. 28 ; %ohhing 
breache'> ^ sobs which break out iritermittingly, 
nr. IV. 35 ; violation, vi. 11. 43, Hubberd 1 141. 
breaded, braided, plaited, n. ii. 13, itt. ii. 30. 
brearo, briar, 1. x. 35, in. xi. 37. See aho 
brere. 

breath'd, pret. rested, vi. xi. 47. 
breathfull, full of breath, iv. v. 38. 
breche, breech, breeches, v. ix. 10, S. C. 
Feb. 242. 

breed, to cause, produce, 1. vii. 17, iii. I 37, 
Clout 697. 
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breme, breem» cold, chill, rough, harsh) vii. 

vii. 40, S, C, Feb, 43, Dec, 148. 

bren, brenne, to burn, iii. ui. 34. brent, 
prei. !. ix. 10, in. i, 47 ; pa, part, S, C, May 
367 ; ppl. adj. I. xi. 38, R. T. 19. 
brere, briar, 111. i. 46, S. C. May 10, Amor. 
Son. 26, 

briokle, fragile, brittle, iv. x. 39, R, T. 499. 
brid&le, wedding, wedding fe.isi, iv. xi. 9, v. 
li. 3, Froth, 17." 

bxigandine, a small, light vessel for fighting, 
IV. li. 16, Muiop, 84. 
brigant, brigand, vi. x. 39. 
brim, edge (of shield), iv. m. 34; edge (of 
horizon), v, ix. 35 ; edge, limit, vi. xii. 26. 
brimstdn, ii. x. 36. 

britch, breeches, Three Lett. p. 625. cf. 
breohe. 

briie, bryie, gadfly {mod. breeze), vi. i. 34, 
Worlds Vanitte 24. 

broad^blased, widespread, widely proclaimed, 
1. X. II. 

brocage, pimping, procuration, S, C. p. 416, 
Hubberd 85 1 . 

brooh, to ^gin, commence, in. i. 64. 
brode, abroad, afar, 1. iv. 16, iv. lii, 5. 
brond, brand (of lightning), i. vm. 21 ; 
sword, brand, 1. iv. 33, 11. vui. 33, 37. 
brands » embers, brands, ii. vii. 36. 
brondiron, sword, 111. xii. 34, iv. iv. 33, vi. 
viiL 10. 

brood, parentage, extraction, lineage, race, 1. 
lii. 8 , X. 64, II. VII. 8 ?, V. vii. 31. 

brooding, breeding, v. xi. 33. 

brooke, to endure, bear, remain, in. iv. 44. 

IV. 11. 40, VI. iv. 31 . 
broome, broom (plant), vi. ix. 5. 
brouie, twig, 111. x. 45. 
brouied, pa. part, eaten (by cattle), S. C. 
Feb. 336. 

brunt, stroke, usault, 11. viii. 37, v. xi. 59, 
S. C. p, 437, Amor. xii. at the instant h. » 
suddenly, at starting, vi. xi. 9. 
brusd, to, see tobrusd. 
bruit, to burst, S. C. p. 435 ; pret. 111. i. 48 

viii. 35, V. viii, 22, Worlds Vanitie 80; pa. 
part, broken, burst, iv, iv. 41, v. xi. 31, 
Past. F.legie 106 ; pres, part, bruating, 111. 
iii. 19. 

bruted, bruited, noised abroad, Hubberd 188. 
brutenesse, bnatisbneMe, brutality, stupid- 
ity, II. viii, 13 , IV. vii. 45, Teares 2J0. 
bubble glai, ^ast as thin as a bubble, /?. T, 

50. 

buokle, to make ready, ^rd oneself (in 
armour), v. xi. 10; rejl. v. xii. 16, vi. viiu 13 . 


bueglo, glass beads, S. C. Feb. 66. 
buffo, blow, stroke, i. li. 17, xi. 34, it. n. 

n- 

bug, apparition, gobiin (cf. mod. bugbear), 11. 

111. 30 , xii. 25. 

bugle, wild ox or buffalo, i. viii, 3. 
bulke, hull or hold of a ship, v. xi. 39. 
bullion, solid gold or silver, iii. i. 33. 
Bunduoa, Boadicea, 11. x. 54. 
burdenouB, heavy, severe, v. Xu. 19, S. C. 
May 132. 

burganet, steel cap used by infantry, especially 
pikemen, 11. viii. 45, iii. v. 31, Muiop. 73. 
burgein, to bud, vii. vii. 43. 
basket, small bush, S. C. May 10. 
buskin, high boot, i. vi. 16 ; *■ tragedy, S. C 
Ocr. 113. 

busse, a kiss, iii. x. 46. 

but, unless, S. C. May 265 ; only, S. C. Aug 

112. but 1/.- unless, ni. in. l6, iv. viii. 23, 
S. C. Sept. 143. 

buxome, yielding, unresisting, obedient, i. xi 
37, III. li. 23, vi. VIII. 13 , S. C. Sept. 149, 

I Hubberd 626. 
by-, see bi-. 

by-aooident, side issue, p. 407. * 

by and by, immediately, i. x. 1, 11. vn. 30, 
viii. 4, Hubberd 1093 ; in succession, one by 
one t, VII. VII, 37. 
bydding base, see baoe sb. 
by-disputation, incidental argument, Three 
Lett. p. 624. 

bynempt, named, mentioned, S. C. July 214, 
declared, uttered (on oath), promised, n. 1. 
60, S. C. Nov. 46 {Glosse bequclhed). 
byte, to cat, i. i. 23. 

Byie, Byzantium, R. R. 396. 

C 

cabinet, arbour, bower, it. xu. 83, S. C. Dee. 

17; cottage, dwelling, Dapkn. 558. 
csrule, deep blue, azure. Gnat 163. 
caitiue, oaytiue, sb. villain, wretch, ii. i. i, 
viii. 37- 

oaitiue, oaytiue, adj. captive, i. vii. 19, iz. 

1 1 ; mean, base, n. in. 35, iii. vii. 16. 
calamlnt, an aromatic herb of the genus 
Calamintha, in. ii. 49. 
oall, sb. netted cap or head-dress, i. vni.46. 
oaxnphora, a tree or plant whioh yields cam- 
phor, lit. ii. 49. 

oarmariok, cambric, Three Lett. p. 635. 
oamoi, oamia, i light, loose dreii of itlk; t 
chemise, shirt, tunic, 11. iii. a6.T.T.». 
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can, knows, S. C. Ftb. 77. 

oaxip/or gan, did, 1. 1. 8. x*. 39, itr. ni. 3o, iv. 

oanapee, canopy, i. y. 5. 
canored, venomous, corrupt, 1. iv. 30. 11. i. i ; 
malignant, ill-tempefod, envious, tn. ix 3, 
Clout 680. 

oanoker wome» caterpillar nr insect larva 
which destroys plants S. C Feb 1 79 
Candida, paronym, Clout 574 
oauon bltt, a smooth, round bit, i vn. 37. 
cantioD, song, S. C. p. 45S 
canuaso, to discuss, S. C. p. 420. 
capiaa, writ of arrest, vi. vii. 35 
capitayn, capUin, 11. xi. 14. 
capon, a term of reproach, couard, iir. viti. 15 
caprifole, honeysuckle or wootibine, 111.Ti.44. 
captiuaunoe, oaptiuanoe, captivity, m 
\11.45, v. vi. 17. 

captiue, to capture, v. vin. 2. oaptfud, pret. 

II. IV. 16. oaptfuod, oaptiu’d, pa. part in 
i. 2, T. VI, 1 1, VI VIM. 13, Gnat 490 

oapuooio, hood of a cloak, in xn. 10. 
card, chart, map, n. vii. 1 , m. 11 7. 
caro, object or matter of concern, 11. x. 37 . 
iroiibfe, sorrow, grief, iv. viii. 5, v. xi. 13, vi 

III. 24. 

oarefull, full of care, sad, sorrowful, 1 1. 44. 
VI 6, viii. 15, 111 I 58, IV vii. 41, S. C. Jon. 
Arg. 49, 78, May 190, NfA>. 61. 
careloBSO, uncons<'ioiis, free from care, i 11 
45, Dapkn. 137; untended, uiicarcd lor, iv. 

IV. 38. 

c&riere, career, course, R.R. 218 
carke, sorrow, grief, 1 . 1 . 44, 5 C. Nov. 60. 
carle, churl, base fellow, 1. ix. 54, 11 xi. 16, iii 
IX 3, IV. T.44, VI. Ill, 34. 
oarol, oarroil, sfr. song, Qout 87, EpiiK 359 
carol, oarroil, vb.: tr, to sing, vi. ix. 9 ; mtr 
to sing a lively or joyous strain, vi. ix. 5, S. C 
Feb. 61, Oct. 52 ; (of birds) Epitk 79 
caroling, *6 smgmg, vi ix. 35, //. Ikautte 
262 

carriage, cartage, burden, VI m 34; action, 
conduct, Gnat 488 ; behaviour, demeanour, 
Hubherd 777. 
coiTol, see oarol. 
caruen, to cut, S C. Sept. 41 . 
caruer, (tree) used for carving work, 1. 1 9 
cate, condition, plight, 1v.v11i.38, Froth. 140 
oast, tb. bout, III. X. 35 1. 4 ; couple (of falcons), 
VI. vii. 9; time, opportunity, vi, vin. 51, 
throw, S. C. EptUlep. 417 ; trick, Three Lett. 
p 6221. 8. ntre their utmoit c. m almost dead, 
VI. V. 9. 

oaft, vh, to resolve, purpose, plan, 1. x. 2, x 


68 {rejl.), XI. aH, tii. vii. 38, vi. v. 17, S. C. 
Mar. 63, Oct. 2 ; to attenipt, 5. C. JF'efc, 189, 
Oct. 103, Hubherd 27 ; to consider, S. C. Sept. 
114. 

oaatory, colour (red or pink), extracted from 
coslorrwm, 11 ix. 4I. 

oasualtye, chance, hsphazardireu.iV.C, p.416. 
oaiuen, to explain, iii. ix. 26. 
oaue, to make into a cave, tv. v. 33. 
cease, to stop, check, v iv, jo. 
comitare, scimitar, v, v. 3 
centonel, sentinel, i ix. 41. iv ti. 36 
eertei, certainly, 1. vii. 52, in. 11. 9, vii, 58. 
oertifye, to notify, Two Lett. p. (136. 
cease, to cease, iv.ix. 1. 
oeaure, stop, interruption, interval, ii. x 68. 
ohaffar * to c. words >m to bandy words, 11 v. 
2. chained, pa, pari, sold, exchanged, S. C 
Sept. 10; pret. Hubherd II 59. 
ohairo, dear, in. v. 51 . 
ohalenge, ohallenge, sh. claim, n. viii. 27 ; 
accusation, iv. ix. 36. 

ohalenge, vh. to cliim, 1. iv. ao, iv. 1, 35, 11 
28, IV. 8, V 23, Hubherd 137 ; to track (the 
quarry), n.i 12, 

chameiot, camlet (411 lantern labncV water c. 
« (ainict With a wivy or watered inifacc, tv 
XI. 45. 

ohamfred, furrowed, wrinkled, S. C. Feb. 43. 
ohampian, champion, ofien cunntry, plain, 

V. II. 15, vn. VI. 54, K R. 421, Mutop. 149 
plaine c. r<. open country, vi. iv. 26 
ohampionesse, leinale champion, warrior, in 
xii. 4). 

chappellane, chaplain, confessor, in. vn. 58 
chapter, capital ut a column, Bellay 45, Epi- 
f^ramt p 607. 

oharacter, image, form, v. vi. 2. 
chargefull, onerous, vi. ix. 32. 

Charillis, pseudonym, Clout 540. 
oharet, chiurret, chariot, 1 v. 38, in. vii. 41, 
Teares 9 

charme, sb. song, Tearm 244 
oharme, vb. to play, tune, v . ix. 1 3, iS?. C. Oct. 
118, C/OM/ 5. 

ohast, pure, stainless, i v 38. 
ohaufe, ohaufT, sb. rage, pawion, v, n, 15, vi 
ii. 21, V 19 

ohaufe, vb. to rub, 1. vn. 21, rii. vn, 29 ; to 
chafe, become angry, i. vii. 37, n. iv. 3a, vi. 
xii. 36 ; to rage, 11. iii. 46. iv. iv. 29. 
ohauffed, f pl, adj. heated, rubbed, chafed, 1. 

ill. .33 ; irritated, I iii.42,xi. 15. 
ohauBoeftill, risky, hazardous, Hubherd 98. 
chauDge, to cause a change, vi. ix. 31. 
i chaw, s6. jaw, 1. iv . 30. 
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ohAW, vh, to chew, 1. iv. 30, m. x. 18, v. vi. 
19, xii. 39, Gnat 86 ; to meditate on^ n. iv. 

ohaype, throne, Ttarts 510. 

ohearen, to become cheered up, courageous, 

I. X. a ; to encourage, 1. iii. 34: pa. part. 
entertained, regaled, iii. i. 42. 
oheere, ohere, oheare, countenance, i. i. 2, 
ii. 42, IV. i 50 ; aspect, S. C. Fth. 26 ; food, 
S.G. July 188; mood, iv. ii. 51, S. C. Apr. 
69, Nov. 1 51, Patt. Aeglogue 23. 
checked, chequered, 11 xii. 18. 
cheoklaton, ciclaton, a stuff of silk or cloth 
of gold, VI. vu. 43. 
chepe, ih. price, charge, vi. xi. 40. 
oherelie, cheerfully, cheerily, Teares 32 1. 
cheriping, vhU sb. chirping, S C. June 55. 
cheriahment, tenderneii, cherishing, Teares 

576- 

cherry, to cheer, delight, vi, x. 22, 
cheuiaaunce, enterprise, 11. ix. 8, iii. vu. 45, 
XI. 24. S. C. May 92. 

oheuiaaunoe, a flower (wall-flower?), 5. C. 
Apr. 143. 

chickens: faithlesse chickenSf heathen brood, 
III. iii. 46. 

Chiefe, head, top, S. C. Nov. 1 15. 
chill, to shiver (with cold), Hubberd 993. 
chimney, fireplace, ii. ix. 29. 
chine, back, vi, in. 3. 

chippea, parings of bread-crust, S. C. July 188. 
chorle, churl, 111. vii. 15. 
chyld, to give birth to, vi. xii. 17. 
chynd, /re/, split asunder, broke, iv. vi. 13. 
oiuil, civili'4c<l, Hubberd 45. 
ciuilite, civiliialion, vi. Prol. 4 ; courtesy, 
chivalry, in. i. 44, vi. 1. 26. 
clad, to clothe, vi.iv. 4. 
clambe, pret. climbed, vu. vi. 8. 
dame, to call, shout, iv. x. 1 1. 
clap, sb. stroke, iv. x.9. Gnat 519. 
clap, vb. to shut, ilani, iii. xn. 3 
dark, clerk, scholar, v. x. i. Teares 335. 
daue, pret. cleaved, Gnat 568. 
clawbacke, sycophant, toady, Three Lett. p. 
621. 

cleane, dene, deene, entirely , adv. 1 1. 50, 
IV. vii. 13. V. X. 23, vn. vu. 52, S. C. pp. 426, 
443, 447 ; adj pure, 1. X 58. 
cleanly, rdj. artful, Hubberd 857 ; adv. art- 
fully, Hubberd 862. 

olearkly, learnedly, Three Lett. p. 614 
deep, dope, to call, name, 11. lii. 8, ix. 58, 
X. 34, VI. X. 8, Worlds Vaniue 58, Clout 

olemence, clemency, v. vii. 22. 


dew, plot — lit. a ball of thread, ii.i. 8 ; ball 
(of lilk), HI. XU. 14. 
clieflfe, cliff, iv. xii. 5. 

cU£t‘, cliff, I viii. 22, II. xii. 4, 7, 8, in. iv. 7. 
cl.ft*, chink, opening, crack, iv.ix. 27. 
dim, to climb, 111. iv. 42. 
clinck, chink, keyhole, S. C. May 351. 
clipping, pres. part, clasping, embracing, 111. 
viu. 10 . 

clogd, encumbered, burdened, in. x. 35. 
clombe, pret. mounted, climbed, i. x. 49, ni. 
lu. 61, IV. v. 46. 

close, secret, hidden, 111. i. 56, iv. iv. 16, Bellay 
174, Amor. Sou. 25. 

closely, secretly, 1. vi. 32, 111. ii, 28, vi. 16, 
Hubberd 331. 

clouch, clutch, in. x. ao, v. ix. 11. 
clout, shred, rag, I. ix. 36; clothjiS.C. JWhy 242. 
clouted ppl. adj. covered with a clout or 
cloth, S. C. Mar. 50. 

clouted^ (cream), p/>/. adj. clotted, S. C. Nov. 
99* 

cloue, pret. cleaved, ii. 11. 3, vi. 31. olouen, 
pa. part 1. v. 12. 

cloyd, pret. pierced, gored, in. vi. 48. 
dyme, to climb, mount, 1. iv. 17. 
coast ', quarter, region, in. iii. 6. 
coast’: on even c.sson equal terms, ii. lii, I7> 
cf. cost. 

coasted, pret. approached, v. ii. 29. 
cooh, coach, tv. ut. 46. 
cockatrice, serpent, identified with the 
basilisk, fabulously said to kill by its mere 
glance, Amor. Son. 49. 
cock-bote, a small, light boat, 111. viii. 24. 
cooked (hay), heaped up, made into haycocks, 
S.C Nov. 12. 

cookel, cockle, a weed which grows in corn- 
fields, S. C. Dec. 1 24. 
cognisaunce, recognition, ii. i. 31. 
colled, pret. embraced, 111. ii. 34. 
colour, vb. to disguise, hide, vi. x. 37. 
colourable, specious, plausible, deceptive, in. 
iii. 19, S. C. May Arg, 9. 
oolourably, with a hidden meaning, meta- 
phorically, S. C. p 427. 
coloure, sb. pretence, S C. p. 455. 
coloured, ppl. adj. disguised, hidden, S. C. 
Feb. 162. 

colt wood, leaves, &c. of coltsfoot, in. ii. 49. 
oolwort, plant of the cabbage kind (genus 
Brasstca), Mutop. 200. 

comber, to encumber, S. C. Feb. 133. oom- 
bred, ppl. adj. hindered, impeded, i. viii lo. 
combrous, oumbroui, harassing, i. i. 23, lu 
ix. 17. 
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eombyiwd, joincil, iaiUiwd, i». i. 40, Beautu 

» 05 - 

oomen, common, uoil, 5 . C. Jwu 45. 
oo mm n D domont, comnuod, control, Cl<mt 
J63. 

oomm«n, oonunOD* to converse, n. u. 41, 
V. U. 4. 

oomment, to devUe, invent (of a false iiate- 
ment), vii.tii. 53, 

Oommlxtion» cc4>oUtion, VI. VI. 1 2. 
oominixture, mingling, imxtuie, vi. 1. 8 , 
copulation, Clout %oi. 

commodity, -ia, advantage, vi. xi. 10, j 
P. 635. I 

commonly, familiarly, in intiinate union, 1. x 

56. 

oompacta, agreed, arranged, v. vi. 16. 
oompaotad, close, 111. i. 23, 
oompaotiira, compact structure, 11. ix. 24. 
oompanie, th, companion, iv. i 38. 
compania, v6. to be a giy conipamon, Hubberd 
506. 

compara, compaira* (with), to vie with, 
rival, 11. V. 29, I*ut(jp. 371, EUgit 18. 
compare ■, to acquire, 1. iv. 38. 
oompaate, proportion, n. ix. 24; extent, 
range, 111. IX. 46. i/ieom;»aj; <=» around, m ui. lo. 
compassion, vb. to pity, Clortuda 3. 
compaat, //>/. a<lj. round, circular, iv. iv 30. 
compiat, pa, pan. contrived, iii. vii, iS. 

arranged (in a urclc), Elegie 23. 
compel, to foric to come, 11. 1, 5; to force, 
comtruin, i vi i6, 

compile, oompyla, to build, m. in. lo! to 
I heap up, produce, in. 11. 1 j, vi 1 ; to compose 
(of a sung), i\ . vin. 4, i3vuu/ie 273 ; to com- 
[ pose, settle, iv. ix. 17. 

Icomplaine, -playne, to lament, S. C. Nov 
I 44; to compose a» a complaint, CVom/ 51 1, 
i complement, coniplcieiiess, iii. v. 55 ; polite, 
i ness, couriesy, vi. x 23. Hubberd <192; ac- 
j complishincnt, coiisunimatioii, //i4/»6frd 338, 

1 (mock) Courtesy, civility, Clout 790. 
complexion, quality, cliaracicr, * humour,’ 

‘ tcni)>erdinent,* ii. in 22 , ni. vi. 8, vi. 38. 
oomplish, to accomplish, ful61, v.xL 41. 
oomplot, conspiracy, plot, Hubberd 178, 
oomplynd, the last service of the day in the 
Catholic ritual, Hubbird 453. 
icomportanca, bearing, behaviour, ir. i. 39. 
^ompoaition, agreement, v. x. 37 ; agreement 
I (to pay money), vi.i. 43 
[compound, to settle, compose, ni. iii. 33 ; to 
icille, agree (as to lerim), v. xii. 4. 
‘comprehend, to contain, iv. i. 37. 
jaomprlM, to perceive, comprehend, 11. ix. 49 ; 


to draw together, iii. vi. 19 ; to cortUin, vi. 

I viii. 18. 

comprouinoUll, of the umt province, m. 
ni. 33. 

eon, to know, S. C. July 45, Sufd. 90* 
oonoaipt, oonoail, idea, v. vii. 38 ; concep- 
tioii, pp. 407, 409, 4 J5, kltfu 1 14 ; opinion, 
judgentenl, estimatioit, S.iX ^ 437, Clomt 
p. 

conoeiptfull, clever, vi. xii. 16. 
oonoaiua, to perceive, v. v. 31, 35. 
oonoantp s6. harmony, in. xii. 5, Btauia 199. 
oonoant, v6. to harnionue, iv, 11. 1. 
oonoraw, to grow into a mass, n , vii. 40. 
couournng, conibining, Tkrtt Litt. p. 630. 
oond, prei. learned, S. C. Efb. 92, Clout 74. 
ooudigne, worthy, vn. vi. 11. 
oondiaoand, to consent^ v. i. 35. 
oondiliona, qualities, in. ix. 4, lUattiit 137. 
oonduot niaiiagenient, n. it. 25. 
conduct*, guide, vi. xi. 55. 
oonforanoa, convctsation, 7W Lott. p. 64a 
confound, confounded, Mutop, 361. 
oonfUaion, destruction, S.C. May 219. 
oongd, leave, fatewell, ll. i. 34, in. 3, in. i. I, 
Hubberd 1 109. 

oougregate,/>d. pari, congregated, atietnbled, 

VII, VI. 19, 

oonidre, to entreat, i. xn. 37 ; to conspire, v. 

X. 2C. 

conno, can, S C, E/ikilt p. 417 ; to know, 
S. C. June 65. 

conient^ wish, opinion, iv. viii. 50. 
oonaent*, hannony, Gnat 326. Cl. oODOOBi. 
oonsdrt, s6 ' cuiupainon, vn. vi. 51. 
oonadrt, tl> * accord, 1. xii. 4 ; harmony, sing* 
ing together, n 1.1.40, Hast. Arglogue 31. 
contort, vb. to combine, unite, 11. xit. 70, 
hlegie 76 . 

conapyro, to agree, .9 C, p. 458. 
cODBtraiue, to br.ng about by iurce, v. vi. I9; 
to iiM ur, Hubberd 5O1. 

oonalraint, force, 1. vii. 34; crmflnement, 1. 
X. 2 ; distreu, 11. li. 8, S. C . May 349. 
contagion, contagious quality or influence, v. 
VII. 1 1, Mniop. 256. 

conUsino, to restrain, control, ill. ix. 7, v. xiu 
I, vj. VI. 7. 

coDtook, strife, discord, in. >. 64, S. C. May 
i 6 ii,&ipl. 86. 

contempt, contemned, despised, S. C. Nov. 

48- 

contenUtioD, satisfaction, Thru Lett. p. 619. 
continent, land, earth, 111. iv. 30, v. 35. 
ooniinuAunoe, stay, delay, ruin. 19. 
oontriet. pa. part, contracted, 111. ix. 4a. 
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oontTAlrO) to oppose, hinder, vii. vi. 7 « 
oontriry, contr&rie, it. it. 24, xi. 6, iii. ii. 
40, IV. i. 42. iii. 27. 

QOiitriue, to pats, speitd (time), ii. ix, 48. 
oontrolenieiit, control, restraint, TkntLitt. 
p.619. 

oontrouerse, controversy, dispute, iv, v. a. 
oonuaid, pa, part, removed, i. ii. 24. 
oonuenable, in agreement, conformable, S. C. 
Sipt. 175. 

oonuent, to summon together, vti. vn. 17, 
Oonuert,r«/. to turn one’s attention, v. ix. 37. 
oonixeyanod, underhand dealing, Huhherd 
856. 

oonuinoe, to conquer, iii.ii. 21. 
ooosen, sb. kinsman, ni. in. 13. 
oooseu, adj, kindred, iii. iv. 12. 
ooosin, vb, to cozen, cheat, HnbbtrdS'j^ 
oooslaage, fraud, Uubberd 85 7. 
ooosined, pret. dcfraudcil, Hubbtrd 86a. 
cope, s6. canopy, Lovt 95. 
oope, to make an exchange, Hubberd . 
oopeamate, partner, accomplice, Uubberd 
939 - 

ooportion, joint portion, vi. n 47. 
oorage, mind, nature, i v i, 111 n. to ; anger, 
wrath. III. X. 30. 
corbe, s^. corbel, iv. x.6. 
oorbe, adj. bent, crooked, S, C, Ftb. 56. 
oordwayne,-waine, Spanish leather made 
originally at Cordova, ii. in. a;, vi. 11. 6. 
oormoyrant, cormorant, ii. xii. 8. 
ooronall, circlet for head, coronet, iii. v. 53 ; 

wreath, garland, S,C. Feb. 178, Epith. 255. 
coronation, carnation, S. C. Apr. 138. 
corpse, body ^living), form, S C. A’ot'. 168, 
Beautii 135. corps, body (dead), i. v, 38. 
corse, body (dead),i.i. 24,11.24; body (living), 
I. viii. 40, II. V. 23 ; stature, form, 1. in. 42. 
oorsiue, ib. corrosive (grief, annoyance}, iv. 
IX. 14. 

Cory don, ^sewr/onyw, Clout 382. 

Coshma, pseur/onym, Clout 522, 
cosset, hand-reared lamb, S, C, Sov. 42, 46, 
206. 

cost, OOSte, 56. point (of compass), direction 
ri.xii. I ; side, Uubberd 294. onequall coMm 
on equal ground, on equal terms, iv. iii. 24. 
ooet, vb. to approach ;cf. coast), Daphn. 39. 
OOStmarie, an aromatic perennial plant allied 
to the pamy, Gnat 670, Mutop. 195. 
oot, boat, II. VI. 9. 
cote, house, 5 . C. July 163 ; prefess.on, 5 ’. C. 
Sipt, III. 

ooooh, to crouch, stoop, in. i. 4. couched, 
peu part, set, placed, arranged, i. xi.9, Bellay 


35; couoht, Eltgie 12. couched, ppl, 
adj. lowered, i.iii. 34. 

oouohaut, lying with the body rested on the 
legs and the head lifted up (herald.), in. ii. 25. 
could, knew, vi. v. 36. 
count, consideration, esteem, iv, x. 18. care 
and c . « important consideration, v. x. 16. 
countenance, ib. demeanour, l. iv. 15, iv, i; 

5 ; position, standing, v. ix. 38, S. C. May^o 
countenance, vb. to make a show of, pretend, 
II. 11. 16. 

counter, sb. encounter, Teares 207. 
counter, adj. opposing, vi. xii. l. 
countorbuff, to rebulf, 5. C. p. 427. 
counter-cast, antagonistic artifice, vi. iii. 16. 
counterchaunge, requital, iii. ix. 16. 
oounterfoct, false, counterfeit, S. C. Sept, 206 
counterfeaaunce, -feisanoe, counterfeiting, 
deception, 1. viii. 49, ill. vm. 8, iv. iv. 27, 
Teares igi ^ Uubberd 66^, 
counterpoise, to countcrb.ilance, v. li. 46. 
counterpoint, counter-stroke, Uubberd 1 140 
counterpoynt, app. plot, trick, stratagem 
S. C. May Arg. p. 435. 

oounterpoys, to counterbalance, v. li. 30. j 
counteruailable, to be matched or set up a$| 
equivalent, Three Lett, p, 631. 
oounteruaile, to resist, 11. vi. 39, vii. vi. 49 ; 
to leciprcKatc, Two Lett. p. 639. 
countie, domain ot a count, earldom, R. T. 

.3. 

coupe, coop, cage, prison, S. C. Oct, 72. 
coupleraent, union (of iwo), iv. ni. 53, Froth. 
93 ; couple, vt. v. 24. 
courd, pret. covered, protected, n. viii. 9. 
courst, pret. ran a course ^in a tournainent\ 
IV iv 30; ch-ised, v.iv 44, IX. 16. coursed 
{over) =t recounted quickly, Three Ijtt. p, 618 
court, to pay court to, make love to, 1 1. ix. 34 , 
absol. 11. ii. 15. courting, ppl. adj , R. T. 
202. 

courting, frequenting the court, practice ot 
a courtier, Uubberd 784. 
couth, could, II. vii. 58, S.C. Jan. 10, Feb 
190, June 41. 

couert, concealing, n. Pro!. 5 ; co\ered, secret, 
IV. viii. 9. 

couerture, shelter, S. C. July 26 ; dissimula- 
tion, deceit, Uubberd 683. 
couet, to desire (with in/.), i. xn. 20, n. xii. 20. 
couetlse, -i*e, covetousneas, i. iv. 29, 111. iv< 
7, S. C. Sept. 82, Uubberd 996, 1309. 
cowardree, cowardice, Uuhb«‘d 986. 
cowohed, laid down, placed. Three Lett, p 
6,5. 

oowheard, cowardly, v. viii. 50, x. 15. 
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cowberdiie, cowardice, yi. x. 37. 
ooy, adj, hidden, tecludcd, iv. x jj. 
ooye, v6. to act coyly, affect reierve, T)urt* 
Litt, p. 639. 

oraoknelle, light, criip biicuit, S. C. Jan 58, 
Nov. 95. 

oraesie, cracked, Clout 374. 

orag, cragge, neck, S. C. Feh. 83, Stpt. 45. 

rugged, rough, iv. vii. 35. 
crake, ib. boasting, 11. xi. 10. 
crake, vb, to boast, brag, v. iii. 16, vii. vii. 50. 
crall, to CTawl, I. i. 3, 111. ni. 26. 
cranck, adv. boldly, lustily, 8. C Sept. 46 
crank, sb. winding, vn. vu. 53. 
oraple, grapple, claw, v. vin. 40. 
oraaed, adj. impaired, iii. ix. 26. 
cratch, manger, H. Love 22O. 
creakio, full of creeks, Bellny 1 19. 
creast, helmet, iv.iv. 30. cread-front (tou\ 
of excrescence on dragon’s head. Gnat 30S. 
creasted, crested, adorned, iv. i. 13 
cremoaln, 11. xi. 3, S. C. Apr. 59 ; oremsin, 
S. C. Ftb. 130, cuinson 
crew, 46.* company, band, 111. vii. II, vii. vi. 
i4,C/oM/ 031. 

crewe, s6 * pot, S\ C. Feb. 309. 
crime, wrongdoing, sin [collect,), ii xii 75, 
vii.vii. 18; (criminal) cause, 1. xi.46; accusa* 
tion, 8. C. Feb. 163. 
crisped, ppl. adj. curled, 11 in, 30. 
critique, critical, Mitc. 8onn 1. 
orooke, pot, jar, v. 11. 33 
crooke, gallows (cross), v. v, 18 ; bending (of 
a path), VII. VII 53. 
croscut, to cut across, 11 1. x 59. 
oroslet, small cross, 1. vi 36 
croud, fiddle or viol, Epitk. 131. 
crouper, crupper, in. 1.6. 
cruddle, to curdle, 8. C. Feb. 46. 
cruddy, curdled, i v. 39, iii. in 47, iv. 34 
crudled, />/>/. orf; curdled, l. vii. 6, IX. 52^ A' C 
Feb. Arg. 1 1, Past. Eleffte 1 53. 
cruell, cruelly, iv. vn 30, Clout 909 
crumenall, purse, pouch, 8. C. Sept 119. 
cud, inside of throat ; place where cud is 
chewed?, Gnat 86. 

oafffing, striking ( « scuffling ?), iv iv. 29 
cull {out), to select, Tearet p. 480. 
oullambyne, Columbine (name of fiower), 
Amor. Son. 64. 

^ culter, ploughshare, Th*it 75. 
ouluer, dove. 11. vu. 34, Tearet 246, Amor. 
Son. 89. 

euluering, colverin, a kind of cannon, v. x. 54. 
oumbroua, troublesome, t.i. 23, R. T. 505. 
ounnye* cony, rabbit, Three Lett. p. 615. 


curat, ouriet, cuirass, v. v. 30, v, viii. 34, vi. 

V. 8. 

cure, care, charge, i. v. 44. 

cureieaae, incurable, irremeduhle, 111. x. 59, 

VI. VI. 2 ,S.C. Aug 104. 

ourioua, inquisitive, prying, iii. ix. 36 ; ela- 
borate, Tearei 542 ; ingenious, C/o«r/ 8 ; adv. 
carefully, iv. x. 33. 
ouraed, ill-fated, v. viii. 43. 
ourtaxe, cutlass, iv. 11. 43. 
curtoll, abbreviation, 7 'tt»o Lett, p 639. 
ouatoma: 0/ c. »as was usual, Ilubberd 345. 
out, failnon, shape, Ilubberd 311 . 
cypher, letter, character, in. ii. 35, 45. 

I) 

dacdalo, skillul, iii. Prol. 3; fertile, iv. x. 45. 
daffadillies, -downdtUiei, daffodils, iii. iv. 

39, XI 7 , 2,8 Jan. 22, Apr. 140. 
daint, choice, dainty, i. x. 2, in. Prol, 3 , iv. i. 
5. dayntiest (sii/>rr/ ), II. xii. 43. 
dainty, daintiness, lastidiuusiieis, 1. ii. 27. 
dalliaunoo, amorous talk or play, 1. vin. 5, 11, 

II. 35, Tearei 186. 
dallio, to iririe, IV. I 36. 
damb, dam (milhi.), v xi. 31. 
dambe, darn (of a l.imb), 8 C. Aug. 39. 
damo, lady, 11 vi. 23. 

damme, mother (ol a bird), Epigramt p. 
607. 

damn, damne, to condemn, v. x. 4, Jfubberd 
1 344, Mac. 8onn. 1. 

damnifyde, 7'a. part, injured, 1. xi. 53, n. vi. 

- 4 ,^. 

damosell, damsel, ii. i 19 

Dan, a title , Mailer, Sir, in. viii. 31 , iv. ii, 31. 

Danlsk, Danish, iv. x. 31. 

Daphne, pseudonym, Clout 3S6. 
dapper, neat, pretty, A’. C. Oct. 13. 
dared, pa. part, afraid, 8 . C. Aug. 24. 
darkffom, dark, ni. iii. 13, 15. 
darraine, darrayno, to set troops in array, 
prepare, for battle, 1. iv. 40, vii. 1 1, 11. ii. 36, 

III. I. 30 , IV. IV. 36, V. 34, v. 11. 15, xii. 9 ; to 
order, arrange (a battle), iv. ix. 4. 

darre, to dare, iii. Prol. 3. 
darred, ppi. adj. frightened, terrified (cf. 
dared), vn. vi. 47. 
daw (jackdaw), lool, Ilubberd 9 1 3. 
dayet-man, mediator, judge, 11, vni. 38. 
dayr*houae, dairy, vn. vi. 48. 
daxe, to bewilder, in. vii. 7. dead, daaed« 
pa. part, dazzled, bewildered, 1. i. 18* viii. 
20, III, vii. 13, Amr. Son. 3; ppt. aaj. 1. 
viii. 31 . 
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OMd, to deaden, deprive of force, vigour, 
Epitaph (2) 38. deaded, pa, part. iv. x i. 
ao, VI. vii. 25, xi. 33. 

dead*doing, death-dealing, morderoui, ii. iii. 
8, Amor. Son. i. 

deadly, death-Iike, i. iii. 11 ; mortal, fatal, 1. 

vii. 33, xi. 49 ; adv. 111. i. 38. 
dealth, beatowi, iv. i. 6. 
deare, th, injury, harm, 1. vii. 48. 

deare, adp valuable, 111. iv. 23; (ai th.') dar- 
ling, 1. vii. 16. 

deare, adj.^ tore, grievous, 11. v. 38, xi. 34; 
hard, Paf^t. Elegii 124. 

dearely, boldly, resolutely, ii. viii. 1 1 ; griev- 
ously, at great cost, 1. iv. 42, v iii. 36, JR. T. 
504. 

dearling, 16. lover, iv. viii. 54; darling, 
Ttaris 14. 

dearling, adj. darling, iv. Prol. 5. 
deamelie, deamly, sorrowfully, dismally 
ji. i. 35, Daphn. 196. Set also dernely. 
deaw, sb, dvw, 1. i. 36, 39. 
deaw,t>6. to b^ew, sprinkle, 1. xi. 48, ii. ii. 6, 
V. xii. 13. 

deawy, -le, dewy, 1. ii. 7, v. 2. 
debard, part, stopped, v. ix. 36. 
debate, 16. struggle, battle, strife, contest, 11. 

viii. 54, X 58, IV. Prol. 1, vi.iii. 32, viii. 13, 
Muiop. 305. 

debate, v6. to strive, contend, 11. i. 6, in. ix. 
14, VI. iv. 3a 

debatement, strife, contention, n. vi. 39. 
debonaire, gracious, courteous, 1. ii. 23, in. 
i. 26, V. 8. 

Debdra, 111. iv. a. 

decay, s6. destruction, death, i. ii. 41, vi. 48, 
11. iii. 15, viii. 51, xi. 41, iii. vii. 4], xi. 53, 
V. viii. 40, ix. 31, xii. 12. deoayee, ruins, 
R. R. 454 - 

deoayd, vb. pret. became weaker, vu i. 21 ; 
pa. peart, destroyed, 111. viii. 4. 

^oeaved, pa. part, taken away by deceit, v. 

iii. 30. 

deoeipt, deceit, S. C. p. 419, Teart% 493. 

deoeeao, death, v. x. 11. 

decreed, pa^ part, resolved on, determined, 

iv. vi. 8. 

leorewed, deaea^, iv, vi. 18. 
deducted, ppl. adj. reduc^, weakened, Love 
106. 

deeme, d^emen, to think, consider, in. viii. 

3, S, C. Feb. 38, CioHi 575 ; to judge, iv. in. 

4, V. 6y V. i. 28; to discern, distinguish, 
V. k 8; to judge of, estimate, Lovi ]6S; to 
imagine, Amor, Son. 85, d, hu payne^^ 
adjudge his punishment, iv. xii. 1 1 . dempt. 


pa. fort, considered, in. xi. 23; judged, 
vti. 55, S. C. Aug, 137. 
deene, dm, noise (Jig>)f p. 412. 
deface, to abash, put out of countenance, n. 
iv. 25, Hubberd 707 ; to destroy, extinguish, 
II. vni. 25, Worlds Vanitie 152, ^esor. Son, 
31. defaced, pa. part, destroyed, Teare% 
399. See aho defaete. 
defaioted, pa. part, defeated, S, C. p. 443. 
defame, disgrace, dishonour, ii.v. 26, iii. i. 37, 
V. i. 28, iii. 38, ix. 43, VI. V. ic. 
defaate, pa, part, of * deface , destroyed, 11. 

iv. 14, HI. ii. 28. defaat, broken (law), ii 
viii. 31. 

defeasance, defeat, i. xii. 12. 
defeature, undoing, ruin, iv. vi. 17. 
defend, to ward off, 11. xii. 63, iv. iii. 32, Gnat 
5 ^ 3 - 

deflly, deftly, skilfully, S. C, Apr. ill. 
define, to decide, settle, iv. iii. 3. 
deflore, to deflower, desecrate, Beautie 39. 
deforme, hideous, deformed, i. xii. 20, 11. xii. 
24 - 

deformed, rendere^i hideous, disfigured, 
II. v. 22. 

deformed, /"pf. adi. (Jig.), hateful, i. ix. 48. 
defray, to settle appease, 1. v. 42, iv. 

v. 31, defiraide, defirayd, pa, part, dis- 
charged, paid V. xi. 41, vi. viii. 34. 

degendered,/>a./ar/. degenerated, v. Prol. 2. 
dege adoring, pres, part, degenerating, H. 
Love 94. 

degenerate, to cause to degenerate, Teares 

degree : in faire rf. » in a pleasant manner, 111. 
xii. 18 ; by d. = according to rank, v. ix. 27 ; 
dearest in d. ** as dearly as possible. Clout 1 4. 
deign, to notice (lavourably'i, Tkest, 21; to 
condescend to accept, S, C. Jan, 63. 
delay, to weaken, temper, 11. iv. 35, ix. 30, 

IV. viii. 1. delayd, pa. part, quenched, m. 
xii. 42. 

delice, deluoe, see flowre delicc. 
ddlices, delights, pleasures, 11. v. 28, iv. x. 6, 

V. iii. 40. 

delight, charm, iv. xi. 6. 
dell, hole, S. C. March 51. 
delue, cave, pit, den, 11. vii. Arg., vm. 4, in, in. 
7, IV, i. 20. 

demaine, demeanour, bearing, n. viii. 33. 
demeane, sb. demeanour, behaviour, n. ix. 40, 
V. V. gi ; treatment, vi. vi. iS. 
demeane, to ill-treat, abuse, vi. vii. 39. 
demeand, preL behaved to, treated (w^l), 
CW681. 

demeanure, in. i. 40, iv. i. 5, Past.EJegii so; 
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dAmeatnare, iit* ix. 27: demeaoour, be» 
hariour, 

<ianMrite, to merit, detenrc, EUfie ip- 
demUto, iubmUsi?c, baie, //. Lovt 1361 
dampl, $H ddem«. 

denaj, to deny, 111. xi. 11, yi. xi. 15. do- 
najd, prtL III, Yii, 57 ; /«. part. iy. xii. 28. 
danominU«,/a. part, called, & C. p. 443. 
dent, stroke, blow, iv. yi. 15. 
deowo, doow, dew, iii. xii. 13, Poit. El^giA 
191. Cf. de«w. 

depainted, pa. part, depicted, 11. v. 11; de 
scribed, a<Mt 8^. 
doi>art, sb, departure, iii. vii. 20. 
depart, to divide, separate, 11. x. I4 ; to 
remove, in. iv. 6. 

depasturing, consuming, feeding on {/ig.), ><. 
XII. 73. 

depeinoten, to depict, S. C, Apr. 69. do- 
peinoted,^, part. 111. xi. 7. 
dependant, attached, banging, 111. xu. 10. 
depend, to hang, S. C, Jan. 41. depending, 
prts. part. 11. xii, 4, riwior. Son. 25 i^g."* 
wavering), depended, (/<.), tv. ix. 24. 
depraue, to defame, pervert, v. vii. 32, xn. 
34, i 4 mor. Son. 29. 

der-doing, doing of daring deeds, 1. vii. 10. 
demel7,diimally,grtevoutiy, iii.l 14, xii. 34. 
demfuU, mournful, Thtti. 90, 
derring do, doe, daring deeds, 11. iv. 42, vi. 
V. 37, S. C. Oct. 65, Dic. 43. 
derring dooer, danng doer, iv. ii. 38. 
derth, scarcity,!, li. 27. 
deryue, to obtain, appropriate, v. ix. 41. 
derined, ptu pari, Uken away, i. 111. 2 ; 
carried acrou, iv. iit. 13. 
desoant, melody sung extempore upon a plain* 
song, ground, or bass, to winch it forms the 
sir, Eptik. 81. 

deeoriue, to describe, n. iii. 25, vi. xii. 21. 
desorjr, deacrie, to perceive, discover, 11. iv. 
37, xiu 34, V. ill. 32 ; to reveal, iv. i. 32, vi 
vu. 12. dasoride, -jde, prtt. perceived. 
Hubbtrd 1301, Clout 675 ; revealed, i. x, 34 ; 
pa. part, seen, revealed, vi. m. 2; ppl. adj, 
perceived, 11 xii. 35. 

daeine, to indicate, iv. m. 37, v. vn. 8, Amor 

Son. 74. I 

despairefuU, hopeless, 11. xii. 8. 
deaperate, dapajring, iv. nu 25. 
daspiglit, anger, I. i. 50, S, C. Joh. 76; 

* wrong, injury, 11. i. 14, iiu L 24, iv. i. 3a ; 
spite, malice, 111. i. 65, Ttam 46; defiance, 
7. iii. 31, Dapkn, 442. la dtipUi V-*" 
spite of, Dapha. 443; m mp d,mia apite of 
me, III. in 14. 


despightftiU, malicious, spiteful, ti. i. 15. 
deapiteooi, malicious, lu vii. 6a. 
deapoild, to undress, disrobe, u x. 17, ii. xi. 49. 
deaee, dais, iv, x. 50. 
deaynde, pa. part, destined, tv. viu 30. 
delaine, ib. detention, v. \i. 15. 
deleot, to expose, accuse, v. ix. 48 ; to reveal, 
Mutop. 13. 

ddfceatable, n. xu. 8. 
detter, debtor, v. v. 37. 
deuioefull, full of devices, ingenuity, ingetii* 
ous, V. 1(1. 3, X. l, Tiorn 385. 
deuiae, deuiae, to talk, convene, discourse, 

I. X. 1 2, XII. 1 7. IV. VI. 10 ; to describe, lecount, 

III. i. 43, IV, riii. 3, S, C, Jani 63 ; to guess, 

II. ix. 4a, III. X. 21 ; to plan, contrive, vi. ix. 
30, 35, /i. T. 295 ; to consider, vi, iv. 34, vU. 
0. douUed, pa. part, designed, drawn, 11. 
i. 3 ». 

deuoyd, empty, 1. ix. 15. 
dduoyr, duty, S. C. Stpt. 227. 
dew, due. It. vm. 55; duly, v. v. J2. 
dewelap, dewlap, fold oi loose skin hanging 
from throat of cattle, H, C. Fib. 74. 
deweat, inoit dcKrveil, appropriate, Habbird 
** 37 - 

dewfull, duefUll, due, iv. xu 44, vti. vu 35. 
diapaee, diapason, 11. ix. 22, 7 Var#i 349. 
diaprod, pa. part, vsriegated (with lowers), 
Eptik, 51. 

didot Uoudtt d., dyed with blood, tu xi. 2I. 
dieper, diaper, a textile fabric ^cf. diapred), 
Mutop, 364, 

differd, prtt. deferred, postponed, iv.iv. 36. 
diifereooo, varution, 11. xii. 71 ; alteration, ti. 
xii, 87. 

diirused,//if. atij. dispersed, scattered, v. xu 47. 
uighl, to Oeck, adorn, 1. tv. I4, S. C, May 11 ; 
to put on, I. VIU 8, Muiop. 9 1 , Hubbtrd 1 379 ; 
to prepare, make (/roni.), 11. xu a, Fati, EUgit 
41 , to prepare (rv/f.), vi. ii. 18, v. 40, Hub- 
herd 233: to direit oneself, repair, go {rtjl.), 

IV. i, 16, V. IV. 43 ; to pcriortn, do, v. li, 18 ; 
to dress, vi. xn. 15. dight, pa. decked, 
equipped, adorned,!, iv. 6, 11. xii. 53, tv. x. 38, 
S. C, ’Jan. 2 2 ; dresKd, ir. x. 38 ; placed, set, 

III. i. 39 ; made, fashioned, S. C. Apr, 29. 
dilato, tram, to ipre^d out, 11. xii. 53 \ 

Amor, Sotu 66; to relate, enUrie upon, ni. 
III. 6a, V. VI. 17 ; to expand, extend, vii. ?il. 5S. 
dill, an umbelliferous annual plant with yellow 
flowers. III. ii. 49, Mmop. 197. 
dint, ab. mark, dent, 1. i. i ; blow, v. i. 10; 
stroke, Tktti, 58. dolort d . « paug of grief, 
S. C. Nop. 104. 

dinting, pTfi. part, striking, vi. x. 30* 
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dirige, dirge, Hubbtrd 453. 
dirk, to darken, S. C. Feb. 134. 
dirke, adj. dark, S. C. Sept. 6. 
dirke, adv. darkly S. C. Sept, loa. 
disaooord, to refute assent, vi. iii. 7. 
dliaduannoe, to draw back, lower, iv. iii. 8, 
iv. 7. 

diioduentroui, disastrous, Hubberd 100. 
disartsy, d>. disorderly undress, 11. iv. 40. 
ditarayd, pa. part, stript, disrobed, 1. v. 41 ; 
despoiled, S. C. Ftb. 105; pret. stript, i. viii. 

4 ®- 

diiattyre, to undress, vi. ix. 17. 
ditauaimce, to hinder, iii. xu 24. 
dlMUontroua, unfortunate, disastrous, 1. vii. 
48, ix. 1 1 , IV. viii. 51, xii. 4, V. xi. 55. 
diiaaenture, mishap, misfortune, 1. ix. 45, vi. 

iii. 15. 

difboweld, ppl. adj. disembowelled, R. R. 

383* 

dixburdnod, pret, unloaded, 11. vi. 1 1. 
disoardod,/ire/. cast or forced away {Spens.), 
V. V. 8. 

diaolded, pa. part.oit (in two)/^., iv. i. 27. 
diiolpled, pa. pari, taught, disciplined, iv. 
Prol. 1. 

diaoipUne, teaching, advice, Hubberd 547. 
disolamo, to renounce, m. x. 15, iv. v. 35. 
diioloit, pa. part, revealed, recounted, in. iv. 
13. dlsoloa'd, unfastened, IV, V, 16. dis- 
olotliig, pres. part, unfolding. 
disoolour*d, ppt. adj. variously coloured, 1. 

iv. 3l,iii.x. 3 i,xi. 47 ,JS:p»M. 51. 
diioomfltod, ppl, adj. disconcerted, iii. i, 43. 
dl*oommend«d,pr#/. spoke disparagingly ot, 

dUoordfhn, quarrelsome, iv. 11. 30, iv. 3. 
disoounaelled, pret. dissuaded, 11. xii. 34, m. 
i. 11. 

diaooimtenaunoe, to show disapprobation of, 
Teares 340. 

disooure, to discover, in. ii. 20; to reveal, 

III. iii. 50, p. 407. discouer, to tell, reveal, 

IV. vi. 4. cUiOOUOred, pa. part, uncovered, 
1. ii. 7. ditouro, to reveal, 11. ix. 43. 

diioouerie, disclosure, v. v. 33. 
diaoourae, course of arms or combat, vi. vni. 

diiOOQTteiM, discourteous, in. 1. 55. 
ijtairnnt. becomuig, suitable, moderate, 11. xit 

71. 

dlaoaat, pa. part, shaken off m. i. 48- 

ditdeigned, pret. thought unworthy, R. T. 

47 *- 

dlMAM, trouble, distretf^ 111. v. I9, vi. v. 
40, lx. 19. 


disMM, vb. to incommode, trouble, 1. xi. 38, 
II. ii. 12, 34, S. C, July 134, Worlds Vankt 
a8. dlMased, ppl. adj. troubled, afflicted, 
VI. iii. 32, Hubberd 40. 
disentriyle, to draw forth from the entraik 
or inward parts, iv, vi. 16, v. ix. 19. difOD- 
it%y\%d, ppl. adj. iv. iii. 28. 
diigraoe, ilUfavourednest, v. xii. 28. * 

disguixoment, disguise, 111. vii. I4, iv. v. 39 | 
dithAbled, pret. disparaged, ii. v. ai. 
disherited, pa. part, dispossessed, banished 
from its nghtful domain, S. C. Epistle p. 417 ' 
disinherit, to prevent from taking possession 
(A-), *. V. 30- 
disleall, disloyal, 11. v. 5. 
dialikefull, distasteful, iv. ix. 40. 
disloignd, pa. part, distant, removed, iv. 2. 

24. 

dismall day, one of the dies mail or 
unpropitious days, li. vii. a6, viii. 51. 
dismay, st. faintheartedness, terror, 11. xi. 41 , 
ruin, V. 11. 50; dismaying influence, i4mor. 
Son. 88, 

dismay, vh. to defeat, 11. v. 38, 111. iv. 25, v. n. 
8, VI. X. 13 ; to grieve (re/.), iv. 1. 40. dia- 
mayd, -id, pa. part, defeated, in. 1. 39. 
grieved, iv. 1. 37 ; daunted, v. xi. a6, 
dismayd, pp/. adj. ill-madc, misshapen, 11. 
XI. II. 

dismayfull, appalling, v, xs. 26. 
dismayfuUy, in dismay, v. vni. 38. 
dUmayld, pret. stnpt the mail ot, n vi. 29. 
dispaoo, to walk or move about, Qnat 265 
{reft.), dispacing, pres, parl.^ Mmop. 250. 
disparage, sb. misalliance, unequal match, iv 
vni, 50. 

disparaged, pa. part, cast down, n. x. 2. 
disparagement, disgrace of a misalliance, in 
vni. I a ; low rank, iv. vii. 16. 
dispart, to pari asunder, cleave, i. x. 53, ni xil 

38, IV. IX. 1 . 

dispatcht, />rer, freed, relieved, vi. in. 10. 
dispenoe, si>. dispensing or bestowing liberall} . 
liberality, hospitality, 11, ix. 39, xii. 42, v. x. 

45- 

dispenoe, vb. to make amends, 1. ni. 30, v. 
45- 

dispiteous, unpitying, 1. 11. 15, 
display, to stretch out, spread out, 11, v, 
, 30, X, 15, HI. ii. 47. Epith, 303; intr.y S. C 

May 196; to descry, discover, n. xii. 76; tc 
expose, n, xn. 66. displaid, -yod, pa. part 
spread out,^tretched out, 1. 1. 16, n. v. 32 
GmU 240,Tove 286. 

, disple, to subject to penaocc, i. x, 27. 
dlspleaaanoe, displeasure, 11. x. 28, iv. vi. 4 


GLOSSARY 


679 


diiplMM, to annoy, iii. v. 19. 
diiport, entcrtaiumeut, amusement, sport, 
pleasure, 1. ii. 14, 11. vi. 36, ni. i. 40. 
disporting, pres, part, sporting, frolicking, 
DapkH. 118. 

dispraise, >8e, to disparage, depreciate, m 

vin. 36, R. T. 339. 

difpred, diapredden, to spread out. abroad, 
I. IV. 17, It. ii. 40, III. V. 51, V. All. 13; (is/r.) 
IV. vii. 40. disprad, pa. part. v. xu. 36 
dispred^ -dd, pa. part, and ppl. adj. n. m. 

30, p. 412 Gnat 342. 
disprofesee, to renounce the profession of, 111 

XI. 20. 

dispuruayanoe, want of provisions, in. x. 10. 
disquietnesse, trouble, unrest, 11. vn 12. 
disaeise, -ae, to deprive, dispossess, 1. xi. 30 , 
vn. VII. 48. 

diashiuered, ppl. adj. shattered to pieces, iv. 

I. 31 . 

dissolute, enfeebled, weak, 1 vn 51 ; wanton, 
111. vni. 14. 

diatalne, to stain, iii. iv. 17. distaind, 
-ynd,pa. part, suined, 1, xi. 33, hi. vhi, 49. 
S. C. Oct. no ; sullied, defiled H. iv. 22 
distent, pa. part, extended, beaten out. 

H. VII 5. 

disthroniae, to dethrone, 11. x 44. 
distinct, pa. part, marked, vi. in. 23. 
distort, ppl adj. diiioricd, wry, awry, iv. 1. 

38, V. XII. 36. 

distraint, to oppress, afBict, 1. vn. 3S; to pull 
off, tear asunder, 11. xiu 82. 
distraught, pa, part, distracted, distressed, 

I. IX. 38, IV. in. 48, R. T. 579; pidled 
asunder, drawn in different directions, iv vji 

31, V. V. a, 

distraughted, ppl. adj. distracted, II lieattlir 

M- 

distroubJed, ppl. adj. greatly troubled, 111 
iv. 13 . 

dit, ditty, II. vi. 13. 

ditea (/or dights), lifts, raises, 1. vni. iS 
diucling, young devil, imp, Three Lett, p 
6J5. 

dmers, adv. differently, iv. v. II. 
diuerse, diverting, distracting, i. i 10,44. h 
11. 3. IV. i. 5. 

diuerslj, m different ways, v. v. 2. 
diuerst, pret. turned aside, hi. lii. 6i. 
diuide, to perform with ‘ divisions ’ ; to de- 
^ scant, I. V. 1 7, iii. i. 40 ; to penetrate, i. xi. 1 8 ; 
to dispense, v. ProL 9 ; to allocate, Clout 761 ; 
to give forth in vanous directions, i 4 mor. 
Son. 6. 

liititnM, pa. part. R. T. 6 ii i diuinde, ppl. 


adj. Dapkn. 114 : rendered divine, diuyild, 
pa. par.,, Clout 896 : described, 
diuoroad, pa. part, separated, 1. ni. 3. 
do, doo, to cause, make, i. vn. I4, 11. vi. 7, 111. 

.‘iO, vn. 32, ix. 17, v. ix. 35, 
VI V. 28. doen, in/, arch. 10 do, cause, make, 

1 XII. 19, 11. in. 1 2, HI. IV. 23 . dona, ti|/. Ill, 

I. 28, 11. 23. donna, in/, hi. vn. 13, vt, x. 
32. doan, pa. part. 1. m. 14. 39, hi. x. 32 ; 
doen {done) be dead, to dye - put to death, pa. 
part., \’.\v. 29,11 viii. 2Q dotina, pa. part* 
IV VI. 5. doon, yd pert. plur. arch. I. iii. 
36. 11. 1. 20, HI. IV. 1, S. C, Rib. 6; to doe 
away ■•to banish, remove, 1. in. 39, ih. ii. 53, 

VI, xi. 29 ; /or nothing good to cfosn# •• good- 
for-iiothing, in. vn. 12 ; hardly (/ewi««>done 
with diffuiilty, 1. Ill 14; well to donne • weW- 
doing,!. X. 33. doon,/'<i,/>ar/.,y<»ior..Son. 16. 

doala, distribution, dealing(ofblowf),v. iv. 39. 
(look, buttocks {lit, tail), Three Lett. p. 625. 
doctorally, m the manner of a doctor, learn- 
edly, Three lAtt. p. 614. 
docurnaut, instruction, teaching, i. x. 19. 
doffing, pres, part, taking off. dofta, pret, 
HI. IV. 5, IX 21 

dole, IV. vn Arg , v xi. 1 4. Hubberd 1244, 
Clout 2 2. doole, grief, Kiirow, h xii. ao, 
HI. X. 17, XI. 1;, V. XI 25, VI, Vii, 39, S, C. 
Feb. ilt^.Aug. 165; mourning, lamentation, 
IV, vui. 3. 

dolor, dolour, grief, hi. n. 17, iv. vm. 3, 
S. C. Nov. 104. 

Dolphinet, pHudunym, Chut 866 
don, to put on, wear, hi. vi. 38, vi. viii, 24. 
donne, dun, daik, S. C May 265. 
doonao, decree , i ix, 41 ; judgement, 11. v, 12, 

VII. 63, IV. IV 36, S. C. Aug. 135; opinion, 
IV. X. 21 , fate, V. IV. 39. dome, punishment, 
IV XI. 38. 

doomafull, fateful, vi, vi. 22, Misc, Sonn I. 
dooue, dove, Three J.ett. p. (126 
dortour, slceping-rcKim, vi. xii 24 
cfotad, stupd, I. vm 34. 
doubt, kb. fear, hi. v. 12, vi. 11. 29, viii. 321 
danger, risk, v. xi, 47. 
doubt, vb. to fear, v. xi. 2, vi. iv. 27. 
doubted, redoubted, .V. G Oct. 4I, 
doubtful, fearful, apprehensive, I, vi. 13 , Vl, li. 
29, S. C. May 294; awful, 11. i. 22; adv. 11. 
vn. 6. 

douoepere, one of the twelve peers of 
Charlemagne celebrated in mediaeval romancer, 
HI. X.31. 

dout, fear, hi. xii. 37, v. xi. 18; doubt, ’v. i, 
II, 14. 

douahouaa, dovecot, Three Lett, p. 
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dow«, dough, Thru Ltit, p. 631. 
drftd,^r</. dretded, feared, li. i.45> m* xh* 18. 
Y. vii 38, X. 18 ; pa. part, 11. iv. 4 2 ; ppl, adj. 
VII. Vi. 3, 25. 

draft, attraction, iy, ii. 10. 
drapet, cloth, 11. ix. 27. 
draught, plot, aruhce, 11. x. 51; drawing, 
stroke, iv. vii, 31, 
drauei/re/. drove, Gnat 162. 
dread, (ury^ 11. v. 16. 

dreadltUI, fearful, apprehensive, 111. u 37* 
awe*iiispiring, v. vii. 40. 
dreadleeae, fearless, v. iii. 1 1. 
dreare, tb, fall, tv. vm. 42 ; grief, sadness, v. 
II* 35 » itroke, v. xn. 20; mishap, misfortune, 
VI. 11. 46, iii. 4. drera, dreariness, sadness, 
gloom, I. viii. 40, II. xii. 36. 
dreare, adj, dreadful, 11. xi. 8. 
drearing, sorrow, grief, Daphn, 189. | 

dred, i6, 1. Prol. 4, iv. viii. 17: dread, | 

III. ii. 30; dreed, 1. vi. 2 ; object of reverence, 
attention, dreed, injury, 11. xn. 26. 

dreddeat, most dreadful, tv. ii, 32. 
drenched, po. pari, drowned, tv. xi. 38, {Jig.) 
v(. in. 10. 

drent, pa. part, drowned, 11. vi. 49, vn. 61, 
xii. 6, S, C. Nov. 37, Gnat 585; {Jig.) 
Ttartt 210, Chtrinda 94. 
drerihed, dreary head, dreariness, grief, in. 
i. 16, 62, ii. 30, Pad. Eiegu 133 ; dismalncss, 
gloom, III. XII. 17, Muiop. 347. 
dreriment, dreerixnent, dreariness, grief, 
sorrow, 1. li. 44, vui, 9, in. iv 30, .S'. C. Nov. 

36, R.T, 158, EpitA. JI. 
drery, bloody, gory, i. vi. 45. 
dresae, to arrange, prepare, in. xi. 20. dreat, 
pTit. I. ix. 54 ; carried on, iv. x. 54. 
dreuiU, a dirty or foul person {or/g. a slave), 

IV. ii. 3. 

drift) impetus, I. viii. 22; plan, plot, i.ii. 9,11. 
xii. 69; aim, object, 111. x. 6, v. ix. 42,p.409. 
driua, to pu^s, spend, Gnat 1 54. dnue,/r#/. 
drove, struck, v. xi. 5. driuen, pa, part. 
smelted, 11. vii. 5. 

drilling, falling in fine drops (of lean, water), 
I. iii. 6, S. C. Jan, 41, Amor, Son. iS. 
dromedaro, dromedary, iv. viii. 38. 
droome, drum, 1. ix. 41. 
drouping, drooping, lading, i. i. 36, 11. x. 30. 
drouth, drought, thirst, 11. vii. 57. 
drouer, boat (used for fishing), in. vni. 22. 
droway-hedy drowsiness, 1. 11, 7. 
droyle, to drudge, slave, Hu^bird 137. 
druga, medicine, it. i. 54. 
dry^ed, see drerihed. 
dub adubbe, Kuffie, fight, Tkrvt Litt. p.615. 


duefuU, Hi dewfixU. 
dumpish, dull, heavy, sad, iv. U. 5, Amor, 
Son. 4. 

dumpa, depression, Amor. Son. 52. 
dungleoocke, dunghill cock, i.e. coward, 
Thru Lilt. p. 621 
duraunoe, captivity, in. v. 42. 
durefuU, lasting, enduring, iv. x. 39, Amor. 
Son. 6. 

durease, confinement, constraint, iv. viii. 19, 
xii. 10. 

dye, hazard, 1. ii. 36. 

E 

each where, everywhere, i. x. 54, Muiop. 376, 
Tktd. «4, Clout 634. 

earne, to yearn, long, 1. i. 3, vi. 25, ix. 1 8, n 
iii.46, iii.x. 2 1, iS. C. March 77 ; to be grieved, 
IV. xn. 24; to become angry, Muiop. 254. 
earnest, pledge, vi. xi. 40. 
earat, erst, torinerly, a short time ago, lately, 

I. V. 9, XI. 27, 111, ii, 27, VIII. 2, 3, VI. iii. 8, 
S.C. Oel. 7, fl/eorsf,ers/ -Bat first, formerly, 
n. i. 29, IV. 39, VI. til. 8 ; at length, now, 11. vi. 
49, V. Prol. 2, VI. in. 8 , S. C. Die. 1 05; at 
once, S. C. Sept. 6. 

easement, relief, vi. iv. 15. 

Easterlings, inhabitants of eastern countries, 
such as Eastern Germany and the Baltic coasts, 

II. X 63. 

eath, etbe, easy, u. iii. 40, iv. xi. 53, S. C. July 
90, Sept. 17, Muiop 311 ; ready, susceptible, 
IV. VI. 40 ; easily, Hubbtrd 4P4. 
edgd, pnl. stimulated, iv. ii. 17. 
edifyde, >ide, built, i. i. 34 (pa. part.)^ Gnat 
660; iii.i. ii{p^l. adj .) ; R. T. 55 1 {pret.) 
eeke, eke, vb. to augment, increase, i. v. 42, 
HI. n. 35, VI. 22, vn. 55, V. xii. 35. eekt, pa 
part, lengthened, iv. 11. 33 ; eekad, increased 
S. C. Sept. 30. 

eekiug, vbl. hb. increasing, S. C. Sipt.^l. 
efllerced,/ia. ^r/. rendered fierce, maddened, 
lUtxi. 27. Ct. enfleroed. 
efforoe, to violate by force, i. vi. 4; to force 
out, III. II. 15, V. ix. 47 ; to force open, lit. ix. 
9, xii. 27. tSoroedtppl. adj. utter^ with 
etfort, lorccd out, n. viii. 4. efTorat, pa. part. 
compelled by force, hi. xti. 43. 
effdrt, iii.i. 52,11.46, V. ii. 5. 

•Iftmide, ppl. adj, frightened, 1. 1. 16. 
eA, afterwards, 1 1. iv. 1 8, viii. 41 . C. Feb. 42 ; 
again, iv. iii. 2 1 , vi. ix. 1 , Beautie 114; also, 
S.C, Sipt, 191, Gnat 536. 
eftaoones, forthwith, i. i. 1 1, ni. i. 31, v. viii 
45 * 
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•id*, pa, part, kept in view, aimed at, ti. iv. 7 ; 
•••n, IV. iv 7. 

•ie, a^e, ever, 11. iii. 19. 

•ine, eyci, p. 409, EUgn 64. Cf. eyen. 
•ke, adv. alw, 11. i. ai, p. 41 1, S, C. Jan, 51, 
May 86, p. 434. 

eld, old age, agf, 1. vm. 47, x. 7, ii.iii. 16. iv. 
»• 33 » vii. vu, 13, 31, C. Fth, 54, 
206, /)#c. | ;4. 

•loot, ppl, adj, choicn, 111, vn. jj. 

©laotioa, choice, v, v. 26, Amor, Son. 8.4. 
•Ifo, (l) name applied to a knight, 1. 1. 17, v. 

II* vii. 7 ,* (a) a maiculmc juperiutural crea- 
ture, n, X. 71, III. 111. a6; (3) creature, iv, v. 34. 
•Ifln, elfiih, I. iv. 42, x. 65 ; elf, 1 x. 6 q . 
Blisels, ps 0 udoHymf Clout ^03. 

•Hope, to run away, v.iv.9. 

•locution, literary style, S, C, Epmlt p. 419. 
•la, elae, already, formerly, 1. v. 43 ; or else, 
11. viii. 33, S, C. March 1 14 ; otherwise, d>e- 
whcrc, II. ix. 8, 111. vi. 16. iv. v. j8, llubbtui 
1203. 

•mbaoo, -so, to humble, humiliate, 111. vu. 
i5» '^‘•‘•3iVi. 2o{rijl,\R.R, no; to lower, 
Daphn. 180, Amor, Sun. 13. dmba*ed,y>a 
part, degraded, Amor, Son. 83 embMte, 
prtt. dishonoured, in, i. 1 j , pa. part, in. ix 

33 * 

embard, pa. part, confined, imprisoned, 1. 11. 

31, VII. 44, III. XI. 16. 

^mb*M, embaate, u* embaoe. 

•mbiaaade, qm^hadv. on an embassy, Btautie 

Binbiaaage, message, in. ix. 38. 
dznbathed, ppl, adj, fragrant {tlltpt./or ein- 
bathed in perlume), Mutop, 194. 

•mbetteld, -eild, ppl. adj. armed lor battle, 
11. V. a, V. viii. 34. 

embaulm’d, pa. part, anointed, iv, vu. 40. 
embay, to bathe, 1. x, 27, 11. 1. 40. xn. 60 
(rv/f.) ; to bask, Muiop. 206. •mb*yd,/r«/ 
bathed (/g’.), pervaded, suffused, i, ix. 13, m. 
vu 7 : pa. part, 11. viii. 55, 111. xii. 21. 
embayed, ppl, adj, furnished with a bay, iv. 
XI. 44. 

•mbayld, /><1. part, enclosed, it. in. 27. 
ombelliaht, pa, part, adorned, S, C, Ftb. 1 18. 
emboaome, to chensh, embrace {fig,), ii. is. 
35 ; to plunge, implant {fig.), 11. xii, 29. 
emboue',^. part, emboat, adorned, 111. i. 
33, IV. IV. 15, S, C, Fib. 66 . 
emboaae *, pa, port, ombott, driven to extrem- 
ity, hard pies^ (of a hunted animal), iii. 1. 

32, xiu 17 ; 9 mbott untk bolt ^ exhausted (cf. 
•iDb 0 Me’)»i.ix. 39 . 

•mboMt’, to plunge, 1. xi. 20 ; to cover, cn- 


ctK, III. i. 6a (cf. emboeeet). emboal, pa, 
part, covered, encased (io armour), k iii. 14; 
I* Hut tmhoit m ' wrapiMd ^ io etar, ru iv. 40. 
•mbowd, pa, part, cnardod, 1. ix. 19. om. 
bowed,//!/, adj.f World* Vamtit 17. 
•mbow*Hod,/a. part, diiembowelled, lit, vii. 
19 ; thrust into the bowels (fig.), vi; triil, 15. 
embowring, pnt. part, sheltering (i*/r.), 
Gnat 335. 

omboylod,///. ndf;. agitated, i.xi. 28; prm, 
part. II. IV. 9, V. 18, boiling (wiih anger), 
•mbraoe *, to fasten, buckle on (arms), 11, i, 36, 
embrace *, to protect, in. viil. 19 ; to lore, vi. 
i. 3. embraete, prtt. grasped, 11. iv. 14. 
•mbraooment, embrace, 11. iv. 36, iii. viii. 10. 
embnsue, to adorn, 11. 1. 60, iV. C.Woe. too. 
R.R.m. 

•mbre^ed,/n part, plaited, braided, 111. vl. 18, 
embrew, to plunge, i.xi.36, ii.i.37, iii.xil. 

! 33, R. R. 330 ; to pour, emit moisture, 11, v. 
33; to stain vwiih blood), vi. viii. 40, BtUay 
77 ! *0 imbue, If, l^opi 47. embrewed, 
ppl. adj, bliHHl-stained, iii. vi. 17. 
embrodered,///. aetj. embroidered, iii, xii. 9# 

’^•‘“.33 

embuei»d,/o. part, occupied, iv. vii, 29. 
erne, uncle, 11. x. 47. 
emeraude, emerald, 11. xii. 54. 
ommarble, to convert into marble {fig.),Lovt 
* 39 . 

enimoue, to move (fig,), 1. n. 31, 11. j. 50. 
emmoued, /a. /or/, 11. vii.51,111. xi.4,xli.2 ; 
enmoued, i. vii. 38, ix. 48. 
among, among, 11. xii. 10. 
emongst, amongst, i, Prol. i , viii. 37, m, i. 39^ 
III. 47. 

•mpaire, 1. vn. 41, n, x. 30, v. Iv. 40, xi. 48 
(to injure) ; empare, i. x. 63 ; to diminish, 
impair. 

empale, to entire le, border, Muiop. 397, 
ompurlanoe, -aunoe, treaty, parleying, iv. ix. 
3 *f V. IV. 50. 

eropart, to assign, iv. vi. 33. 
ompaaaion, to excite deeply, World* Vaaiiit 
1 2, Daphn. 35. pa. f>art, empaMioned, i. 
ni. 3, III. IX. 38, XI. 18, Daphn, 515; em- 
paMlonoU, V. ix. 46, Daphn. 193 : stirred, 
excited by passion. 

empeacb, s6. in)ury, detriment, ii.xiL 56. 
empeach, >b, to bmder, 1. viii, 34, 11, rij^ j 

III. iii. 53, XI. 1 3, VI. n. 43, iv. 1 1, 19. 
ompeoplod, pa. part, established as Us* pepu* 
lation, I. X. 56. 

emperill, to imperil, endanger, ir« ir. 10. 
emperiaht,-ed,/c./ar/. eniechledf lit. vii. JO, 
i-.C.m.ii. 
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exnpiaroe, to penetrate (Al'O* 43** 

prtt. emperoed "• i J emplerat, 

I. xi. 53, II. viii. 45, iv. xii. 19 {fig :) ; em- 
pieroed, iii. v. 19, xi. 41. emplewt, pa, 
part. {fig,)t III. ix. 39. empieroed,//)/. adj. 
{fig.), Dapkn. 6. 

exnpight, fixed in, implanted, penetrated ; pnt. 

II. iv. 46, III. V. 20, IV. iii. 10, V. x. 32 ; pa. 
part, VI. xii. 27, Beautte 49. 

empire, vii. vi. 21. 

emplonged, pa. part, plunged, in. x. 17. 
empoyaned, pa. part. in. v. 49 ; ppl. adj. in. 

vi. 1 3 : poisoned. 

emprise, -ae, enterprise, undertaking (of a 
chivalrous nature), i. ix, i, xii. 18, n. iv. 12, 

vii. 39, V. iii. 15, iv. a, vi. iv. 33 ; plur., S. C. 
Sept. 83. 

empurpled, pa, part, made purple, reddened, 
11. xii. 54, 111. vii. 17, IV. vii. 6 ; pret. in. xii. 
33 - 

empyring, ppl, adj. ruling, p. 409. 
enaunter, in case, lest by chance, S. C. Feb. 
200, May 78, Sept. 16 1, 
enbraoement, embrace, i. ii. 5. 
enbrewd, pa. part, stained, i. vn. 17. See 
embrew. 

enohaoe, to set, serve as a setting for, 1, xii, 
v-i-n; to depict, IV. V. 12; to en- 
grave (fig.), VI. iv, 35. pa. part, enchaced, 
-aed, iv, X, 8, S. C, Aug. 27 ; to close in, 
enclose, v. x. 34. pa, part, enchaste. 
Hubberd 624. enohooed, -«ed, pa, part. 
adorned, 11. ix, 24, ^imor. Son. 82. 
enohesre, to cheer, encourage, vn. vi. 24. 
enoheaaon, occasion, cause, n. i. 30, S. C. 
May 147, Sept. 1 16. 
enclynd, pret, assented, vi. vn, 37. 
enoomberment, disturbance, vi. viii. 38. 
enoroch, to come on, advance, vi. xi. 47, S. C 
Feb. 226. 

endamadge, to injure, n. in. 18; pret. v. 

viii. 14; pa. part, w. xii. 38. 
endangermant, danger, v. ii. 20. 
andouourment, endeavour, Hubberd 29$. 
endew, to endow, i. iv. 51, v, L 2, vi. x. 14, 

VII. vii. 45, S. C. p. 433, Beautie 135. 
endighting, vbl. ib. inditing, composing, 
Sonnets p. 603. 

endite^ to censure, vi. xii. 41. 
endite*, to give a literary form to, Past. 
Atglogm J3. 

endlong, from end to end, ni. ix. 51, x. 19. 
endoaae, to Inscribe, portray (on the back), v. 
xi. 53, Clout 632. 

eodojpd, prtt, hardened, strengthened, ir. viii. I 

«7* I 


ene, even, S. C. Dee. 93. 
enfelon’d, ppl. adj. infuriated, v. viii. 48. 
enfleroed, pa. part, rendered fierce, 11. iv. 8. 
Cf. eflieroed. 

enforce, to drive with force, iv. iv. 35 ; to 
emphasize, v. ix. 43 ; to strive, attempt, Clout 

481. 

enforme, to affect, inspire, vi. vi. 3. 
enfouldred, ppl. adj. like a thunder-cloud, i. 
xi 40. 

enAroaen, pa. part, frozen (fig.), Love 146. 
enfyre, to harden by fire, Love 169. 
engine, trick, plot, 11. i. 23, iv. 27 ; plur. 

wiles, HI. j. 57, X. 7, Amor. Son. 14. 
engirt, pa. part, girt, surrounded, iv. vii. 7, 
H. Beautie 37. 

onglut, to glut, fill {fig.), M. ii, 23. 
engore, to goad, infuriate {fig.)^ 11. viii. 42; 
to wound deeply {refi.), vi. vii. 9. engored, 
pa. part, gored, wounded, 111. i. 38, v. 28; 
ppl, adj. iv. ix. 31 

engorg?, to swallow up (fig,), n. xii. 3. en- 
gorged, ppl. adj. devoured [fig.), 1, xi. 40. 
engraffed, pp/. adj. 111. ii. 17; engraft, pa. 
part, IV. ii. 10 : implanted, 
engrained, pa. parr, dved, S. C. Feb. 131, 
Gnat 666. 

engraaped, pret. 11. vin. 49 ; pa. part. 11. v. 

20 : grasped, seized, 
engraue^, to bury, 1. x. 42, ii. i. 60. 
engrauo*, to make (wounds) by incision, iii. 

VII. 32 ; to cut into, iii. vm. 37. 
engrieved, ppl. adj. 11. iv. 23 (^ee), iii. i. 59, 
IV. viii. 7, VI viii. 34, Worlds Vatiitit 159; 
pa. part. in. vi. 21 : grieved, 
ongrosae, to take possession of, in. iv. 38; to 
write in large letters, Clout 634. engroat, 
pa. part, thickened, rendered gross, dense, ll. 
VI. 46, in. iv. 13. 

enhaunae, to raise, lift, i. i. 1 7, v. 47 (fig.), 11. 
VI. 31; to exalt, Clout 359. enhaunced, 
ppl. adj lifted. 

enlarge, -en, to set free, 1 viii. 37,11. v. 18, 
viii.6i,ix. 13. enlargd.pa.par/. II. V. 19. 
enlumine, to illuminate, shed lustre on, 11. ix. 
4, V. Prol. 7, C. p. 41 7 ; pa. part. Amor. 
Son. 66 ifig ), Love I08 (fig.). 
enmouea, see emmoue. 
enraoe, to implant, in v. 52 ; pa. part. vi. x. 
25, Beautie 114. 

enragement, rapture, H. Lave 286. 
enranokled, pa. par/ enraged, in. viii. 2. 
enxaunged, -anged,pa part, placed in a row, 
rank, arranged, i. xi. 13, xii. 7, iii. vi. 35, xii. 5, 
H. Beautie 83, Proth. 12 a. miratinfiiig, 
pres. part, ranging, rambling in, vi. li. 9. 
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enriuen, adj. tom, r. viii. 34, Ciannda 

\ (ft-)- 

•Mold, pa. part, enfolded, wrapped up, ii. iii. 
i 5 i J». 4* : coiled, vt. tri. 11, Gnat 257 ; 
formed into a roll, vu. vii. 30. 
enaample, imiUtioo, p. 407 , wirning, R. T. 
462. 

enaeftm, to contain, ir. xi. 35. 

eixsaw, enaewen, to follow, i. iv. 40, v. 25, 

III. i. 45, V. if. 15, Ttares 54. eiiMW*d, 
^e/.vi. 111.50; topurtue, III. xi.5,(,iprofciiion) 

IV. ii, 46. ansue, to remit from, 1. iv. 34 ; 
to follow, 11. ill. 2 ; to pursue (a profcwion), 
ff. 41 2 ;pret, part. iv. ix.5. enaude,^ part. 
imitated, ii. xii. 59. 

enanarle, to catch, eninare, v. ix. 9 
entayl, v6. to penetrate, cut, 11. vi. 29 ; an- 
lAyldt pa. part, carved, 11. iii. 27. 
antayla, &6. carving, ornamentation, 11. vti. 4. 
antant, intent, intention, C. May 102. Cl. 
intent. 

antarda&la, negotiation, v, vin. 21: iniet- 
courte, Nubbtrd 785. 

antarpriaa, *80, attempt, undertaking, 
I. viii. 15, V. X. Arg. 

entarprU, -aa, -aa, vb. to entertain, 11. u. 14 ; 
to attempt, undertake, 11. i. 19, v. viit. 11, 
VI, viii. 18; to attempt to obtain, procure, iv. 
xii. a8. entarpritd, pa. part, undertaken, 
I. vn, 45. eDtarpriaed, ppl. adj. attempted, 
111. xi. 24. 

antartaina, to treat, i. m. 43 ; to accept, 
receive (pay), 11. ix, 6 ; to show hospitality i«>, 
receive as a guest, r. xii. 10, Hubbrrd 235, 
to take (a way\ vi. iv. 24, to eucounur, 
meet with, vi, xi. 46, Gnat 563; to treat o). 
Amor. Son. 12 ; to engage in, Hubhrrd 39S. 
entertainment, provisions, hospitality, 1. x 
ih »'• 35 - 

entertake, to entertain, v. ix. 35. 
antertayne, hospitality, iv. vui 27, v. ix. 

37 ; reception, welcome, Jiubherd 1085. 
entire, adj. fresh, i. vi. 44 ; all of one piece, 
VII. 33 ; perfect, genuine, sincere,!, vm. 40, 
HI. ii. 44, VII. 16, )v. v. 4, IX. 13, v.xi,6i, vi. 

V. 38, vni. 3, H. Love 157 ; strong, 11 1. i. 4^. 
parts m/irr-- inward, internal parts, iv. vm 
23, 48, V. vii. 37, Amor. Son. 6, 85, //. Love 
271 ; mind e., ^autu 223 . 

entire, adv. entirely, altogether, 11. v. 8, vm. 
15, VI. VIII. 15; sincerely, earnestly, vi, v, 

23 - 

entirely, earnestly, 1. xi. 32, in. ix. 51, ri. rii. 

22 . 

entitled, pa. part, dedicated, p. 415. 
entimile, twisting, coil, 1, i. 16. 
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anirailed, entrayld, antrayled, pa. part. 

entwined, mtariacad, it, iiu 27, v. ao, in, vi. 
44, xi. 46, IV. ill. 42, S. C.Aug. 30, hath. Jg. 
anirall, -a, interior, 11. xii. 6, 15. 
antrayla, mmd, thought, vi. xi. 41. 
entreat, to occupy oneself in, ti. vii, 53; to 
treat, deal with, iv. x. 10, vi. i. 40, Nybbtrd 
^i2,Afnc,Sotttu I ; to treat of, describe, v.i. 1. 
autrenohdd,^./snr/. pierced, 111. xii, ao. 
enure, to make use of, iv. ii. ao; to extrdte, 
Amor. p. 578, Three iMt. p. oil. enur'd, 
pa. part, mured, accustom^, iv, vm. 27, vi. 
viti. 14 ; committed, v. ix. 39. 
dnule, s6. emulation, III. 1. 18. dnuy, envy, 
'V- 4h V- S4> '*• 38 . 

enuie, vb. to have malevolent teeimgs, be 
angry, li. ii. 19. pret, enuyde, iv. iv. 44. 
enuy, to grudge, 1. ix. 1,111. v. 50, vi. vui. 4. 
enwallowed, p(i. part, rolled, tti. iv. 34, v, 
XI. 14. 

onwombed,/>a. part, ptegnsnt, 11. i. 50, x. 50, 

V . VII. 1 6 ; coiiiaincd ; as m a womb), K. R, 67. 
enwrap, to capture (as m a fold), Rad, Elegtt 

98. an wrapt, pret. wrapped, 1. xi. 33. 
epiphonema, lenieitce or reflection concluding 
a discourse, S. C. p. 440. epiphonematioot, 
in the form of an epiphonema, 6'. C. p. 459. 
equal, equitable, impartial, vii, V1.35I. i. 
equaliae, to equal, iii. ix. 44. 
equipage, sh. equipment, retinue, 1. xu 6,i v. xi. 
\T,S.C.Oct. 114. 

equipug^ed, pa. pari, arrayed, equipped, ii. ix. 

17. 

equipollent, equivalent, Three Lett. p. 631. 
ore, ever, S. C. Oct. 33. 
ore many yearea, iiisny yean ago, v, iv. 7. 
erect, to set up, establish, vi. vi. 34. 
orewhile, before, formerly, iv, xi. 2. 
ermelin, ermine (animal); stoat, 111. n. 25. 
ermine, fur of ermine, iii. i. 59. 
orne, see eame. 

errant, wandering, 1. x. 10, 111. vm. 6, vi. v. 
II. 

erat, see earat. 

eachew, to raape, iv. vin. 56, vi. vin. 50; to 
avoid. Amor. .Son. 62. eaobewd, pa. f>nrt. 
untroubled, avoided, 11. x. 13. 
ealoyne {rejl.}^ to withdraw, 1. iv. 20. 
eapiall, sight, glimpse, iv. x. 17 ; appearance, 
v.iv. 15. 

eatoyne, exemption, i. iv. 20. 

eatate, state, condition, 1. m. 7,iv. li, ao; rank, 

VI. ii. 27. 

eatraunged, pa. part, removed abroad, S. C. 
£^Wep. 418. 

eteme, eternal, iii. vi. 37, 47. 
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etdmise, to render eternal, immortal, Teares 
58a ; pa. part. 1. z. 59. dterniie, Amor. 
Son. 75. 
atha, Sit eath. 
eugh, yew, i. i. 9. 

aughen, awghan, of yew, 1. xi. 19, Hubbtrd 
747 

Sdphrataa, iv. xi. ai. 
auangaly, gospel, ii. x. 53. 
auent, fate, Ttarts 143 ; fortune, Gnat 534. 
anill, poor, utiikilful, vi, xi.40. 
awfte, eft, newt, v. x. 23, 
azanimato, ppl. adj. lifeleti, 11. xii. 7. 
azoheat, gain, 1. t. 35 ; personal property, 
which fell by escheat (Jig.)t m. riii. 16. 
azoxamant, overflow, ir. xi. 35. 
azpall, to discharge (an arrow), 11. xi. 24. 
ezparimant, jb. experience, practice, ii.vii. 1, 
V. il. 17. 

axparimaxitad,^p/.a^. experienced, practised, | 
proved, Two Lett, p, 039. 
oxpdrt, vb. to experience, S. C. Sov. 1 86. 
azpdrt, adj. or pa* part, experienced, tried, 
II. viu 1, lY. xi. 19, V. ii, 16, vi. i. 36. 
azplra, to fuifll a term, 1. vii. 9 ; to breathe 
out, 1. xi. 45; to bring to an end, iv. i. 54 ; to 
continue for, iv. vi. 43. 

azpreat, /rt/. expelled, ejected, n. x. 43; pa. 
part, crushed out, it. xi. 4 a. 
axtaaia, astonishment, vn. vi. 33. 
aztant, pa. part, stretched out, 11. vii. 61. 
axtirpa, to root out, 1. x. 25. 
aztold, pa. part, raised, vh. rii. 37. 
aztort, pa ^rt. extorted, v. ii. 5, iii, 30, x. 25. 
aztraot, pa, part, descended, 111. ix. 38. 
aztraamitia, extreme suffering, Dapkn. 185. 
aztraata, extraction, v. x. i. 
aztrinaaoall, external. Three Lett. p. 615. 
aztil, exile. Clout 894. 
ayaa(a//nb.), ayoungnewly*fledged or 'trained 
hawk, I. xi. 34, H. love 34 (Jg.). 
ojdo,pa. part, perceived, caught sight of, Clout 
267. Cf. aida. 

aye, a brood (of pheasants), S, C. p. 434, 
eyen, -na, eyes, i. \i 27, iv. 9, 21, x. 47, in. 
vii. 9, VI. xi. 22. 

F 

(toe, to maintain a false appearance, v. ix. 5. 
feot, deed, U iv. 34, ix. 37, 111. viii, 3a, ix. 
38 ,t.Ix. 43. 

fkU,to deceive, 11. v. 11, in. xi. 46, iv. xii. 

* 3 * 

ftdn, adj. uger, i. i. 6, iv. vi. 33; apt, 
wont, IV. viii. yj ; glad, 1. vi. la. vi. iv. 16, 


S, C. Feb, 67, May 305 ; ado. gladly, with 
pleasure, i. iv. 10, v. xii. 10. 
fain, fayne, vb,^ to delight, rejoice, v. xii. 36. 
fain’d, pret. desired, iii. ix. 34, vi. iii. 9, 
thyningt ppl, adj, longing, wUtful, Love 216. 
faine, fayna, feyna, feign, vb.* to feign, 
pretend, 1. vii. 38, xii. 35, 11. i. 9, iv. iv. 47, 
S. C. Sept, 1 37 ; to disguise, hide, 11. iii. 20 ; 
to mistake, iv. vii. 1 5 ; to fashion, form, vi. 
viii. 44; to imagine wrongly, vi. xii. 19; 
rejl. to imagine, Love a i o. fainad, faynad, 
pret. were anxious, v. viii. 34; ppl, adj, 
pretended, 1. i. 50, ii, 39 ; disguised, i, xii. 10, 
IV. i. 7 ; imaginary, iii. xii, 43, 
faira, adv. gently, 1. vii. 29 ; cleverly, i. 
VIII. 7. 

fairaiy, completely, entirely, iv. vi. 13; gently, 
Ii. VI. 40. 

faitor, faytor, -our, vagabond, villain, im- 
postor, I. iv. 47, xii. 35, IV. i. 44, iii. ii, vi. 
I. 18, iv. 1, S. C. May 39, 170. 
fall, Oallen, to befall, 11. xn. 68, iv. i. 44, 
S, C. May 50, June 76 ; fall with ** to make 
(land), V. XII. 4. 

falea, adj. weak, insecure, i. xi. 54. 
faUa, vb. to be false to, betray, deceive, S. C. 
p. 440; ppl. adj, 1. li. 30, 11. xii. 44, HI. i. 
47 ; falsed his blowes » made a feint, ll. v. 9, 
falaar, deceiver, S. C. May 305, Dec. p. 467. 
falaaa, s6. falsehoods, v. ii. 48. 
fanoia, imagination, Deauiie 2 2 3. 
fantaay, -ay, fancy, 11. xii. 43, S. C. Aug. 

32 ; apprehension, vi. ix. 1 2. 
fare, 16. departure, journey, v. x. 16; food, 
S. C, Jan. 44. 

fare, vb, to go, proceed, i. 1. 1 1, iii. 16, ii. i. 
4, li. 13, v, X. 17; to act, proceed, iv. ix. 37, 
VI. xi. 48, xii. 31 ; ford with m employed, 
used, IV. IV. 41. 

farre forth, farforth, far, iii. Prol. 3, ix. 53. 
faai, ppl. adj. having a face, 11. xi. 12. 
fMtnad, pret, attached l^rself, in. ii. 36 ; 
took hold, V. iv, 15 ; ppl. adj. Kttled, con- 
firmed, H. Beautii 386, 
fastnaua, security, safety, v. ix. 5, x. 18. 
fatal, ordained by fate, in. iii. a, ix. 49. 
fata, destined term of life, in. riii. a. 
faolohin, falchion ; a broadsword, v. vii. 39. 
fault, to do wrong, offend, ii. xi. 9, S, C, 
p. 419 ; to lack, ^ deficient in, S, C p. 418, 
Tim Lett. p. 61 1. 
fiaand, pret. fawned, n. ix. 35. 
fauour, face, feature, v. vii. 39. 
fay *, fairy, lu x, 71, iv, Iii. a. 
fiy*, flitya, faith, v, viii. 19, S, C, Sipi, 
107. 
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iSMre, tb, companion, vi. tiii. 15; to /.• 
together, ii. ju 64. .S^ fore, 
fearefull, timki, vi. xii. 36, 
fearen, to frighten, 11. xii. 25, iii. iv. 15, vi. 
VIII. 47, vii. vi. 15. 
feastfiiu, ftrivil vi. x. 22. 
feat, action, deed, u. ix. 6, v. t. 7. 
feateoualy, dexterously, Proik. 27. 
feature, form, 1. viii. 4^ m. ix. 21 ; charac- 
ter, IV. li. 44. 

feoulent, foul, 11. vii. 61. 
fee, tenure, 11. li, 13; wealth, properly, ji. vn 
5 ^» 35 « t3» vii. 43, & C. May 106; 

service, vi. « 21, Clout 370. 
feebled,/)a. part, weakened, j. viii. 23. 
feebletM, wiakneat, iv. viii. 37. 
feld, pa. part, broken, 1. viii. 47 ; overthrown, 
IV. i. 34, iv. 18; prostrated, viu vii. 13; 
prtt. cast, n. vi. 32. 

<eU, ib. gall, rancour, 111. xi. 2. 
fell, atij. 6erce, savage, 1. 11. 10, 111. xi. 27, iv. 
III. 8, IX. 20 , V. IX. I, Clout 808. 

fell, vh. prtt. befell, iv. iv. 23. 
felloneat, most fierce, iv. li. 32. 
felly, fiercely, cruelly, 1. v. 34, 11. xi. 24, vi 
XI. 48, Muiop. 343, Gnat 277, Amor. Son. 
56. 

felneiM, cruelty, fierceness, 11. vm. 37, iv. 
VIII. 23, v. XII. 32. 
felonoui, fierce, fdl, iii. i. 65. 
feminitee, -la, womanhood, 111. vi, 51, Clout 

5 > 3 . 

fecaible, strong, fortified, 11. ix, 21, iii. x 
10, 

feood, feud, enmity, iv. u 26. 
fere, fearo, companion, male, t. x 4, iv. in 
52, X. 27, V. m. 22, VI. II. 31, XII. 4, p. 410. 
ferme, enclosure, habitation (/g.)» "*• v. 23; 
rent, Hubberd 1 160. 
ferry, Icrry-boat, 11. vi. 19. 
fet, lo fetch, 11. ix. 58; pret v. m. il, rcs' 
cued; That. 7I, drew forth; pa. part. 
H. Btautti 91, di rived. 

fetch, tr6. to reach, 11. xn. 21. fetobt, pa. 
part, •uktn, Dnphn, 439. 
fetobe, trick, Thru Lett, p, 623. 
feutre, fewter, to put a spear into the * few- 
ter ’ or rest, iv. iv. 45, vi. 10, 
flaunt, a warrant addressed to the Irish Chan- 
cery for a grant under the great seal. U»ed 
gen. -warrant, Hubberd II44. 
field, {her.) the surface of an escutcheon or 
shield on which the * charge ' is displayed, 11. 

i. 18. 

file, ib. catalone, recital, vn, vi. 37. 

file, i^le, t/6.' to render smooth, polish, 1. i. 


^ 

35 (/<.)•"*• Olr )t P- 4 **- 
ppl. adj. polhhed II. i. 3, Ofosrf Wf, 
file, to defile, S. C. Juiy 191. flled* pfU 
cdj. 111. i, 62. 

fill : at/. - in abundance, vi. x. 5. 
flllet, nbbon for the head, 1. in. 4. 
fine, end, 11. xii. 59. iv. iii. 37; m 
finally, at last, S. C. Feb. 217. 
flofrinf, work done with the fingers, Muhp. 
366. 

flrme, to fatten, fix, 11. vii. 1. 
fitnamie, phyiicgnoniy, face, Tbrn LtH* 
p. 625. Cf. phyinomy. 
fit, fltt, 16.* attack (of illneas, dec.), condition, 
I. i. 40, li. 18, iv. 45, xi. 27, II. xii. 44, in. 
It. 5 ; mortal crisis, feeling of impending 
death, I. VI, 37, il. vii. 66, R. T. 598 { pain- 
ful experience, sorrow, iii. I. i, iv. vi 30 ; 
accea of rage, v. iv. 39 ; fltto, paroxysm, Tkne 
iMt. p. 614. 

fit, s6.> strain of music, 1. xi. 7, Clout 69. 
fit, fltto, vb. to be fitting, it. ii. 1 1, S, C, Oot, 
88. fitted, pa. part, suited, iv. 1. 11. 
fiacg, to move feebly (of a bird's wings), 
p. 411. 

flaccT, -la, drooping, 1. xi. lO, lit. iv. 33, vi, 
39, Worlds KoniViV 60. 

flake, flash (of lightning, flame), lit. ii. 5, 
Eptik, 27. 

flamed, ppl. adj. inflamed, 11. vi. 8. 
flaring, ppl. adj, spreading, v. xii. 38. 
fiaabt, pret. dashed, splashed, 11. vi. 41. 
flaakei, a long shallow basket, ProtA. a6. 
flailing, with the flat side (of a sword), v, v. 18. 
flatly, plainly, absolutely, Hubberd 324. 
flatt, plain, S. C. Sept, 105. 
flatuoue, full of air or wind. Three Lett, 
p. 614. 

Flauia, pieudonym^ Clout 572. 
flaw, rush, onset, v. v, 6, 
fleare, lu jeer, mock, Hubberd 714. 
fledve, fledged, fully developed. Three Lett. 
p. 021. 

fleet, to float, 11. vii. 14, zii. 14, iv. Ix. 33, 
Clout 3 86, 596 ; to fly, flit, in, ix. 7. 
fleahUueaee, lust, S. C. p. 423. 
fleaht, pa. part, incited, VU viii. 9. 
flex, flax, in. i. 47, 

flit, vb. to give way, i. iv. 5, R, T, 514 J U) 
depart, 11. vii. 66; to flutter, tit. xi. 41. 
flitted, pa. part. 1. li. 19 ; ppl. adj. f. vii. 21. 
flit, Pf>l, adj. depaned, 11. xii. 44. flitting, 
ppl. adj. fleeting, changing, 1. xi. 18, n. viii, 2. 
flit, 1 ii%i,adj. swift, fleet, 11. iv. 38, vi. 20, in. 
xi. 39, p. 41Z ; fleeting, changing, in, I, 56; 
light, iii. X, 57. 
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flODfi pa, part, flvng, Tiorts 543. 
flore, ground, ii,x. 10, r1.ii.40. 
floto, to be flooded, 111. rii. 34. 
floarot, flowrett, little flower, 11. vi. 7, S, C. 
Fib, 18a, iVov. 83. 

flout, to mock, deride, vi. viii. 1 1 ; part. 
Yii, vi. 50. 

flowre, ground, ri. vii. 8. Stt floro. 
flowre, floure, -deluoe, -delioe, flower of 
a plant of the genus /rts, ii. vi. 16, iv. i. 31, 
S, C, Apr, 144. 
flud, flood, VII. vii. 33. 
flush, lb, a flight of birds suddenly started up, 

». Ii. 54. 

flushing, ppl, adj. rushing, flowing quickly, 

IV. vi. 29. 

foon, Hi fono. 

foile,a thin sheet of metal, i. iv. 4. 
fold: twin 10 many fold as many, it. 

viii. 41. 

folded, ppl, adj, shut in a fold (of sheep), 
S, C, p. 467. 

foUce-mote, assembly, iv. iv. 6. 
foltring, p^, adj, faltering, 1. vii. 24, iii. xi. 
12. 

foming, pns, part, giving forth as foam, i. v. 

a8; p^, adj, covered with foam, 1. i. i. 
fon, fool, S, C. Fib, 6 ^^ Apr. 158, Sept. 68, 
Oct, 91, Clout 292. 

fond, fonde, adj. foolish, 1. ix. 39, lit. i. 10, 
li. 44, xii. 25, S. C. Sept. 58, Teares 327, 
Onat 15a, Daphn, 498. 
fond, vh} pnt, 1. X. 66; pa, part. ii. xii. 57 ; 
found. 

fond, vh.^ pnt, tried, iii. vii. 26. 
fondling, fool, VI. vi. 42. 
fondly, foolishly, in. xi. 38, v. iv, 26. 
fondnesse, folly, S, C. May 38, Amor. Son. 

37- 

fona, I. ii. 33, II. viii. at, iii. lii. 33, iv, v. 
26, V. iii. 12, ii. 37, VI. xi. 20, Bellay 66; 
foen, 11. iii. 13 : foes, 
fonly, foolishly, S, C. May 58. 
food, feud, I. viii. 9, ii. i. 3. 
foole-happie, lucky, 1. vi. 1. 
foola-hardise, -ise, folly, foolhardiness, 11. 
ii. 17, iv. 42, R, R, 189. 
footewarda, towards the foot, Thru Lett. 
P. 625. 

footing, pns, part, stepping, walking, i. xi. 8, 
n. iii. 28. 

footpaoa s ee/.-on foot, iv. vili. 34. 
for, notwithstanding, iii. iv. 18; what is kt 
far a . . .m what kind of a ... is he, S, C, 
Apr, 11. 

tar and, finally, in short. Clout 324. 


for that, because, v. xi. 54. 
for than, at the time, S, C, March 98. 
for thy, therefore, b^use, 11. i. 14, vii. 65, 
ix. 49, HI. iv. 36, S. C. July 71. 
for why, because, iv. xii. 15. 
forbeare, to give up, forth, 11. i. 33 ; to leave 
alone, 111. i. 22 ; to refrain from, cease, S. C. 
Apr. 15. forboma,pa. part, refrained from 
using, V. xi. 52 ; spared, R, R, 310. for- 
bore, pa, part. v. xi. 54, 
forby, by, v. xi. 1 7. foreby, near, close by, 
I. vi. 39, VII. a, III. V. 17, V. ii* 54; close 
by, past, HI. i. 15. 

fordoo, to destroy, v. xii. 3. fordonna, pa. 
part, ruined, undone, i. x. 60, 11, i. 51, in. 
vii. 34, IV. ix. 28 ; IV. v, 7 (auxiliary 
omitted) ; ppl. adj. exhausted, ruined, over- 
I come, 1. V. 41, X. 47, iii. iii, 34, iv. iv, 38, 
Amor, Son. 80. 

foreoaat, to contrive, plan, i. iv. 45. fore- 
cast, pa. part, determine beforehand, iii. 
xii. 29. 

I fored&mned, ppl. adj. utterly damned, in. x. 

56. 

foregoe, to go before, precede, in. v. 6. 
forewent, pa, part. S, C, July 1 1 7. 
forelay, lay before, ii. in. 29. 
forelent, pa, part, given up or resigned before- 
hand, IV. ill. 6. 

forelifting, lifting up in front, r. xi. 15. 
toTe^oAi, ppl. adj. bygone, past, iv. i. 21, v. 
lit. 40, Amor. Son. 6 j ; former, iv. iii. 44. 
forered, pret. betokened, Muiop, 29. 
foresay, to renounce, S. C. May 82. fore- 
sayd, pa. part, excluded, S. C, July 69. 
foreshowed, pa, part, ordained, vii. vii. 45. 
foreside, front, upper side ), v. iii. 39. 
foresight, iii. iii. 2, iv. Prol. i, viii. 44, x. 
20, Muiop. 389. 

forestall, to prevent (by anticipation), i. ix. 
45, II. ix. II. forestalled,///, adj. taken 
beforehand, 11. iv. 39. 

foretaught, ppl. adj, previously taught, i. vii. 
18. 

forewent, see foregoe. 
forgat, pret. forgot, vii. vii. 7. 
forged, false, 1. ii. 36, vi. xii. 33, dwor.Soii. 
86 . 

forgerie, -y, -ye, deceit, artifice, 11. xii. 28, 
III. i. 53, V. xi. 56, Clout 696 ; counterfeit, v. 
iii. 39- 

forgiue, to give, leave, vi. ix. 22. 
forgo, to give up, vi. iii. 39. forgon, -a, pa, 
part, relinquished, lu iii. I a ; allowed to go, 
V. viii. 9. 

forhaila, to distract (JSg,), S. C, Sept, 243. 
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for>hent, pa, part, tewed, overtaken, in. iv. 

49 - 

forlent, prtt. give op, nu iv. 47. 
forlorn, ppl. §dj, foriom, d^royed, loit, 
descried, i. vili. 39, in. v. 50, Clout 18a; 
pa, part, forsaken, abandoned, it. iit. 31, in. 
»»• 53, V. viii. 39, VI. xii. 1 ] ; prH. dctcrted, 
abandooed, 11. xii. 5a, 111. iv. 34, ix. $3. 
forlorn, adj, abandoned, depraved, v. xi. 61. 
forlome, /p/. ndf;. forloni, ruined, abandoned, 
1. vii. 10, III. ill. 42 ; pa. part, abandoned, 
deserted, iv. viii. 15, Clout 90; led astray, 
Worldi Vamtii 84 ; bereft, deprived, S, C. 
Apr.^ 

formal!, regular, S. C. Dec. 68, Iluhherd 361, 
Qout 862. 

formally, expressly, n. xii. 81. 
formnrlie, -ly, a little time before, ir. xii. 6; ; 
first, beforehand, vi. i. 38, iii. 38. 
forpas, to pats by, Hub^rd 519 ; pret. nr. x. 
30 . 

forpinod, />//. adj. wasted away, 111. x. 57. 
forrty, s6. raid, lit. iii. 58, vi. xi. 42. 
forriy, vb. to ravage, raid, vi. xt. 40, vni. 
vii. 36 ; pret. 1. xii. 3. 
forrdat, iii. x. 41. 

forsake, to avoid, 1. xi. 24; to renounce, ir. 
vi. 21. 

forslaok, to neglect, vir. vn. 45. foralaokt, 
-ed, p<i. part. V. xii. 3, vi. xii, 12. 
forslow, 'sloe, to delay, hinder, iv. x. 15, vii. 
VI. 16, S. C. June 1 19 

forspent, fore*, pa. pari, utterly wasted, 1. 
>x. 43 . '"• 34 - 

foratall, forstallon, to prevent, impede, in. 

i. 46, V. xii. 4, S. C. May 273. 
forswatt, ppl. adj. covered wjtli sweat, 6', C 
April 99. 

forswonk, ppl. adj. tired with hard work. 
S. C. April 99. See awink. 
forthlnke, to renounce, iv. xn. 14; to regret, 
VI. IV. 32. 

forthright, straightway, immediately, 11 vn. 
35 I »tr»ight forward, n xi. 4, vi. vu. 7, S. C. 
Aug. 83. 

fortilage, a small fort, 11. xii. 43 
Fortune, tb. iv. iv. 37, v. iv. 6. 
forttine, ub, to happen, t. in. 5, vi. 20, ni. ii. 
23 , V. 18, VI. vii. 14, S. C. p. 447, liubberd 
631. 

fortunelaase, unfortunate, iv. vni. 37. 
fortunisa, to make fortunate, vi. u. 30. 
fonrandring, pm. part, wandering astray, 1. 
vL 34. forwandred, ppl. adj, wandered 
astray, iii. xi. ao. 
forward, far, iii. ix. 1 1. 


fonraratd, pa, part, prtvsnted^ 1. U. 18. 
forwastdd, prtt, 1. i. 5, 11. x. 5a ; ppl. adj, 1. 
xi. 1 : laid vUerly waste, rava|fd, 
forwaariad, ppl, adj. i. i. 31, ix. 13, xi. 43 ; 
pa. part, v, v. 50 : utterly wearied, 
forwent, pret, forgo, left, in. v. 10, iv. 
vi. 11, Pait. Klegit 174. 
forworne, ppl. adj. worn out, 1. vi. 35. 
foster, forester, ni. i. 17, iv. 45, 50, v. 13. 
fouldrlng, ppl. adj. thundering, 11. ii. to. 
foule, bird, Juilay 97, Soeuittt p. 607. 
fowle, adv. foully, tv. vii. 16. 
foy, allegiance, 11. x. 41. 
foyle, repulse, 11. ni. 13. 
foyle, ib.* a thin layer (yfjf.), iv. it. 29. 
foyle, i^. to defeat, ovenhrow, 11. x. 48, v» 
x‘‘ 3.1 • 

foynd, pret. lunged, thrust, 11. v. 9, viii. 47^ 
IV. lit. 25, V. V. 0. 

foyson, abundance, proiuiton, Thett. 98. 
freight, ppl. adj. Iraught, 1. xii. 35, .V. C- 
Sept. 84. 

frame, s 5 . structure, construction, t. x. 59, 11. 
li. 12, III. i. 31, Clout 387 ; web {epidirt /,), 
IV. u. 50 ; IN, out 0/ /. ••in, out of condition, 
order, S. C, Aug. 3, Oet, 25, 
frame, vb. to make, form, 1, ii, 30, xii. 131 
III. I. 24, III. 12, Tearet 30;, Muiop. 370; 
support, I. VIII. 30 ; to direct, III. i. JO ; 
set on the way, vi. v. 40 | to plan, ill, X, l6{ 
rcjl. to direct, prepare, vi. vi. 35. 

Iranobiae, privilege, iv, ix. 37. 
franohisement, delivcratue, v. xi. 36. 
franokor, comp, more free, forward, 11. ii. 

37 ; frank, free, Hubberd 531. 
franoklin, franklin, freeman, i. x. 6. 
franion, a loose woman, 11. ii. 37, v. iii. 22. 
fraught, ppl adj, filled 8, ^0. 

fray, t’6. to frighten, terrify, 1. i. 38, 53, iii. 
19, XII. II, n. vni. 46, xii. 40, iii. ni. 13, v. 
XU. 15. 

fraye, s6. battle, affray, iv. i. 47. 
frayle, tender, iii. viii. 31 ; weak {Iraeu/.)^ iv. 
vi. 23 . 

frend : with God to /. with God as help, l. 
i. 38; Ufitk love to/., III. ni. 1 4. 
frenne, stranger, enemy, S.C. Apr, 38. 
fresh, to freshen, revive, v. v. 45. 
fret, ib. a carved border, iv. xi. 37. 
fret, frett, vb. to devour, destroy, 1, vi. 44, it, 
«'• . 34 * 

firetied, pa. part, adorned, 11. ix. 37, 111. iii. 

58- 

friend, to befriend, help, iv, iL 7, x. 57. 
frigot, a light, swift vessel, frigate, it. Mf.M. 
10 . 
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fricM, decoration on a. coinmo, 
Btllay 45, Sonnets p. 607. 
friik6» 16. caper, gambol, tv. x. 46. 
firise, sb. frieze, coarte wodlen cloth, vii. vii. 31 . 
frtie, vb. to freeze (Jg.), vi. x. 33. 
firo, from. 1. iii. 28, vi. ix. 33. 

Arolioke, vb. to rejoice, be nterry, vi. tii. 9. 
Arolliok, -e, adj, joyful, merry, vi. ix. 42, vn. 
vii. 39. 

fromwafdfl, adv, turned away from, S, C» 
P- Ab 4 ‘ 

front, sb. forehead, 1. ii. 16. 
fronting, pres. part, lervmg at a front to, 
Bellay 17. 

frorno, pa, part, frozen, S. C. Feb. 243. 
flpory, frofcty, frozen, iii. viii. 30. 
froth-fomy, foaming, i. xi. 23. 

IVounoo, to gather in folds, i. iv. 14. 
Aroward, adj. perverse, 11. ii. 26, iii. v. 7, 
Hubherd 66 i adv, «* frontward, away, vi. x. 

frowle, musty, stale, S, C. July 1 1 1. 
fifuiot, offspring, S. C. p. 435 ; fruit, S. C. 
Fib, 128. 

fty, tb. swami, 1. xii. 7, S, C. Oct. 14. IWe, 
spawn, young fish, Clout 242. 
fry, frle, vb. intr. to boil, teethe (of water), 
H. xii. 45, y.ii. 15. 
fryae, see frise. 

fumii, to fill, occupy, II. xii. 30. 
fUlmined, pa. part, fulminated, sent forth, in. 
ii. 5. 

flime, sb, : m a great /.^ aX great pressure (of 
vapour), Thru Lett. p. 616. 
fume, vb. to pau away. Clout 720. 
frinei^l, death, destruction, n. v. 25, R.T. 

117; grave, monument, R. R. 37. 
f\imiment, furnishing, fittings, iv. iii. 38. 
ftimiture, g<ar, equipment, 111. i. ii, vii. 18, 
S. C. p. 430, Muiop. 56 (plur.), Tf^ee Lett. 
p. 615. 

furre, frirr, far, S. C. pp, 418, 427, 458. 
frirat, first, in. xi. 1. 
fyide, pa, part, felt, vi. xii. 21. 
fyied, pa, part, filetl, registered, vi. vii. 33. 
lynd, pa. part, made fine, driven off (of chatf), 
S. C. Dee. 125. 

G 

gagd, pa. part, pledged, risked, n, lii. 14. 

gage, sb. pledge, 1. iv.39, xi. 41, p. ^ii^Hub- 
herd 517,865, 

gtineasy, sb. contradiction, iii. ii. 15. 
ggiii-, gftineitriaf , to resiit, itrive agtiut, 11. 
hr. 14, IV. vii. 12. 


gssinaaying, pres. part, protesting, p. 40$. 
gains&ld, -aayd, pret, opposed, 11. ii. aS; 
pa. part, denied, S. C. p. 427. 
gftla^ a wooden shoe (galothe), S. C. Feb, 
244, Sept. 131. 

Qalathea, Clout 516. 

galingale, an aromatic East Indian plant, or 
English species of sedge, 1 94. 

gall, bile, gall-bladder, i. i. 19, ii. 6. 
gallimaufray, jumble, medley, S. C. p. 41 7. 
gsdlow tree, gallows, H. Love 153. 
game, joke, i.xii.8. 

gamesom, •«, sportive, ni. iv. 30, vii. vi. 51. 
gan, did {properly began), i. ii. 2, 11. vi. 39, 
viii. 8, in. viii. 45, 48; with to, v. xi. 2, Daphn. 
115. Cf. gin. 

gang, logo, S. C. ^farekt,J, Sept, too, 155. 
gard, protcciion, care, iii. ii. 21. 
garish, to cure, 111. v. 41. Cf. guarish. 
garland, chief ornament, ‘ glory ', R. R. 449, 
garre, to make, cause, 11. v. 19, S. C. April 1, 
S pt. 106. 

gaap, to gasp {fg.), S. C. Nov. 1 26. gaaping, 
ppl. adj. gaping, gasping {Jig.\ S. C. Apr, 6. 
gastfull, fearful, S. C. Aug. 170. 
gat, pret, got, 111 V 7. 
gate, s6.‘ manner of going, gait, i. viii. 12, iii. 
IV. 3a, V. xii. 14, S. C. p. 46;, Dapktt. 195 ; 
way, path, n. xn. 17, 
gate, s6.* goat, S. C. May 1 77. 
gate, vb. pret. got, obtained. Amor. Son. 66. 
gaule, gall, bitterness, Three Lett. p. 627. 
gawdy green, green dyed with uckl, yellow- 
ish green ; S, C. May 4. 
gaze: g". ■» astonished, bewildered, ii.ii. 5. 

gazefull, gazing intcnily, iv. x. 28, H.Beautie 
29. 

gaaement, observation, v. iii, 17, 
gealozy, gelozy, -ie, jealousy, 1. xii. 41, 11. 
iv. 34, Love 267. 

genre, sb. dress, apparel, 11. iv. 26 ; fashion, iv. 
XI. 45 ; equipment, apparatus v. li. 50, vi. viii. 
]6; affair, matter, business, v. viii. 30, vi. 
iii. 6. 

geare, vb. to jeer, 11. vi. 21. 
geazon, uncoinmon, extraordinary, vi. iv. 37, 
Hubberd 1 2, Worlds Vamtie 5. 
geere, nutter, * stuff,* Three Lett. p. 626. Cf. 

geare. 

gelly, congealed, iii. iv. 40. 

gelt, s^.^ lunatic, iv. vii. 21. 

gelt, 16.' gold, S. C. Feb. 65. 

gelt, pa. part, gelded, vii. vi. 50, Hubberd 520 

gent, gentle, i. ix. 6, 27, 11. i. 30, xi. 17^ in, i. 
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CentleiM, gfntleneii. vi. hr. 3. 

(ere, fv)ul nuueri vi. xii. iS. Cf« (eere. 
(erman, bioiher, i. v. 10, 13, n, viu. 46. 
(erne, to grin, v, xu, 15. Cf. gren. 
gesee, to i ccm, thii.k, iv. i. 7. 

(ett^i fc4t of arrni, ex)>)oit, 1.. x. 13, 11. u. 

53 . Jv. IV. 36, X. 4, Hubbcrd 97S. 
geit*, giitute, iign, n. ix. 26; countenince, 
mien, bearing, tii, 11. 24. vui. 8, vi. iv. 14. 
gether, to gjiher, S. C. Apr. 152 
ghaatlinesse, tcrnbieneu. terror, 11. iii. 44, 
Dapkt. 327. 

ghastly, Tuil of fear, 111.1.62 ; terrible, lit. 11. 
2.;. 

ghesse, to gueu; to deem, judge, 1. vi. 13. iv. 

V. 45, VI n. 45. gheat, /fl. 1. VI. 40 
ghost, ipi It, soul, 1. V I. 21, 11 1.42, IV. III. 13, 
vii.41 ; p>erson, creature, 11. VIU. 26. ghoaat, 
appari'iun. vision, Btllay 1 13. 
ghostly, tpirilual, Hubberd 2S0, 470 
giambeux, leg-armour, gicaves, 11. vi 29 
gieft, gift, V. X. 14. 

gilden, ppl. <tdj. gilded, iii. iv. 17, vi. n. 44, 
pa. part. vii. vii. 33, 

gillyflower, clovc-icented pink, .dmor. Son 
64 - 

gin, 16. instrument of torture, rack, 1. v 35, 
stratagem, plot, 11. iu. 13, iii. vn. 7 ; snare, net. 
Muiop. 369, 387. 

gin, ginne, gynne, vb. t<i iK^nn, i 1 21, vi 
9, 1;, XI. 21, 111, 1. 1 36, VIII. 31, .y. C Frb. j, 
39, Mar^k 10, Oct. 23. 
gipsen, gipsy, Iluhbfrd 86. 
girland, •lond,gyrl-,bantl, VI. IX 8, 'gior>,' 
Hubbtrd 1 183; garland, Payt. Klegie 153. Cl. 
garlai d. 

giuat, ib. jnoit, tournament, 1. i. I , .S’. C. Oct.yj 
giuat, vb. lu joust, till, 111 . X 35, IV. i. 1 1, 
glade, to g'addcn, vi.x. 44; pret.^ Clout /66 
gladfull, joyul, IV, VI. 34, v. m. 34, 40, vni. 6 
gladfulnoa, j.iyfuliicks, Muiop. 208. 
gladsome, clirctful, pleaunt, llubbrni 20. 
glaue.iv. VII 28; glayue, V. Ai. 38 , glaiue, 

IV. X. 19, Love 233 : sword. 
glee,coiiplcil with yo/<f, app « glitter, 1. ix. 32. 

V. X 63; joy, niirih, happmew, iv ix, 13, vi 
in 43 ; txaltalion, pro*perity, S C. Ftb. 22.9. 
iaie tn g = gladly accept, vi. v. 39. 

glenne, glen, va.ley, S. C. Af r, 26. 
glib, a thick mats of nutted hair on the fore- 
tiead and over the eyes, iv. vui. la. 
glims, a momentary shmnig, glimpse, v. vt. 39, 
vi. vin. 48, il. Beautte 221. 
glister, to ghtter, ihme, 111. i. 41, v. ix. 21, 
Clout 495. glistring, pjl adj. 1. i. 14, ir. 8, 
?ii. 34, ni. XL 52 ; glysUr, Protk. 4. i 


gUtterand, ppl. udj. |fiticrinc, ahuung^ u iv. 
16, vii, 19, n. xl. 17, 5 . C. yJy 177, 
glode, f ret, glided, paued, tv.iv, 23, 
gloome, to gioom, become dusk, JUpiU, 284, 
glose, -ae, to comment ti|}on, interpett, (jas/ 
p. 4h6 \ to flatter, talk speciously, 7 Vet LWf. 
p. 029. gloiing, ppl. adj. flauering, deceit- 
till, III. VIII, 14. 

glow, to l>e red as with glowing heat, iv. vii, 6. 
glutted, po. part, filled, S. C. Stpt, 1 85, 
gnarre, 10 snarl, growl, 1, v. 34. 
gobbeline, goblin, ii, x, 73. 
gobbet, piete (of flesh), lump (of food), 1. i. 
20, X. 13, v. XII, 39, 

Qodbewyo, good-hye, 7 W I.4tt. p. 639, 
godded, fret, dnlicd, ('tout 8 10. 

Goddilge ye, (iod yield you •> God blew you, 
7 W /.O'//, p. 640. 
godhead, divinity, Chut 834. 
goe, pn poii, gone, S. C. ^uly 1 18. 
gondelay, gondola, 11. vi. a, 1 1, 
good, goods, property, v. 1. 33 ; kHexv hit g, *■ 
knew how to behave, 1. x. 7. 
goodly, m/o. courteously, I. v. 13 ; beautiluHy, 
well, II. vii 53, IV. IX. 14. 
goodly bed, -lihead; /Ay, yoor g’. m the psf- 
sonality ot one who 11 goodly ^a form of 
addn ss), II. Ill, 33, S. C. J*th. 184, May %fO ^ 
goodly ajipeaiaiKC, beauty, in. h. 38, vi, ii. 15. 
goold, mangold, Chut 339. 
gorbellyed, lit. corpulent ; inflated, unwieldy, 
7 W l^tt. p, 640. 

gore, to pierce, wound, 11. vn. 13, ni. 11.63. 
gored, ppl. adj. i. iii. 35, v. 9. 

I gore bloud, clotted blood, n. 1. 39. 
gorge, ihioat (internal), 1. i. I9, vi. iv. aa » 
maw, I. XI. 1 3. 

gorget, armour for the throat, iv. ni. J2« 
goshauke,a Ligeslmrt-wihged hawk, v.itr. 4/ 

I gossip, relative, Iriend, 1. xii. II, Jiubheret 53, 

193. 

got, pa. part, won, iv. 1. 30 ; wat gof whaii 
betaUn herself, iv. xi. 42. 
gourmandite, (ur-, greediness, vi. viii. 38, 
». 34- 

goucmall, management, 11. K11.48. 
gouemanoe, -aunoe, conduct, demeanour, 11. 
1. 29, Muiop. 384, C 7 ou/ 503 1 restraint, ii. iv. 7. 
gouerning, pre», part, supporting, 1. vi. 14 , 
vbl. 16. conduct, I. viii. 28. 
gouernment, management (ofbody),i.ix. ic; 
conduct, detneaiiour, iv. v, 20, v. vtii. 3, 
gtiidxncc, V. IV. 4. 

grace, kindneu, mercy, in. vil. 59; favour, 
Love 244, Clout 484, 3C0; graett m pkasiog 
qualities, Epitk, 107. 
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graoti vb, to farour, 1. x. 64, vi. xi. 6, Clout 
485. grftoed^ ppl. odj. faroured, embelHihed, 
vu ix. 8. 

graceleise, unfortunate, unlucky, iv. iii. 8; 
cruel, merciless, r. xii. 18, S. C. Aug. 1 13. 
gnsfTad, pa. pari, grafted, firmly fixed, S. C. 
Feb. 342. 

graft, pa. part., graft /« = engrafted upon, 
Clout 918. 

graile, -yle, gravel, iv vii. 6, v. \x. 19, Bellay 

157- 

graina : died in g. " dyed thoroughly {orig in 
scarlet), i. vii. i. 

grameroy, -ie, thank you, thanks, ti. vii. 50 ; 
tb., Three Lett, p. 624. 
in^ango, dwelling-place, vii. vii. 21. 
grapla,sfr.an instrument for grasping, v.viii. 42 
flgraplement, clutch, grasp, ii. xi. 29. 
grapling, pres, part, gripping, wrestling, iv. 
iv. 29. 

grase (fig-), to move on devouring, to grow, 
be prevalent, S. C. Sept. 113. 
graata, pa. part, graced, favoured, vi. xii. 16. 
grate, to fret, harass, 1. i. 19, n. 1. 56, iii. ix. 
Hubberd 

gratulate, to giect, welcome, Amor. Dcd 1. 
grayle ‘, grail ; holy vessel said to have been 
used at tlie Last Supper, 11. x. 53. 
grayle ^ see graile. 

greaue, grove, thicket, iii.x.42, vi.ii. 4^ 
greeL station, rank, degree, S.C. July 
gree^ favour, goodwill, i. v. 16, ii. iii. 5 ; in 
gree- with favour, p. 410; to take it well 
in g". «=>to take in good part, to consent, v. vi. 
21. 

greedie, -y (irons/.), greedily pursued, v. iv. 
42, VI. xi. 17 

greet, to congratulate, i. i. 27, v. in. 14, 15, xi. 

15 - 

gTeete,s6. weeping, lamentation, S.C. Aug, 66. 
greete, vb. to weep, S. C. Apr. i. 
gren, to grin, vi. xii. 27. grenning, pres, 
part. I. VI. 1 1 ; ppl. adj. iv. vii. 34. 
gride, -yde, to pierce (lit. and Jig.), n. vui. 36, 
III, i. 62, ix. 29, IV. vi. I, Gnat 254. gride, 
»yde, pa, part, 111. ii. 37, S. C. Feb. 4, Ang. 
95- 

griefliU, -ff-, sorrowful, iv. 1. 16, vi. viii.40. 
griesie, gryeay, grey, gmzled, i. ix. 35, lu. 
i.67. 

griealy,*i8ely,-lle,m(^. horrible, grim, ghastly, 
I. i,37, V. 30, 30, ix. 31, II. I, 39, vi. 18, IX. 29, 
xii. 6,111. i. 14, IV. 52, VI. 37 ,xii. 1 1, IV. in. 13, 
S. C. Aop. 55, Dee. 63 ; adv. iv. vu. 40. 
grieoaunoe, hurt, pain, iv. iv. 26. 
grieued, ppl. adJ. injured, 1, viii. 17. 


grin, to gnash (the teeth), v. iv. 37. 
gripe, grype, sb. grasp, v.xi. 27, vi.iv. 7. 
gripe, to grasp, understand, p. 408. griped, 

ppl. adj. I. xi. 41 ; grypt, pa. part. vi. m. 
38 ; grasped. 

griple,s6. grasp, v.ii. 14; or/;. grasping, greedy, 
i.iv. 31 ; tenacious, vi.iv. 6. 
gtronefuU, full of groans, mournful, ii. xi. 42. 
groome, young man, iv. v. 36, v. i. 12, vi.iv. 
42, ix. 5 ; shepherd. Clout 12. 
grosse, adj. heavy, 1. xi. 30 ; sb. the whole, 
S. C. Sept. 135. 

grossenesse, stupidity, S. C. p. 419. 
ground, reason, cause, Clorinda 24. 
grounded, />/>/, : ill g. seeds planted 

m bad soil, iv. iv, i ; pa. part, based, Thrtt 
Lett. p. 631. 

groundhold, anchors of a vessel, vi.iv. i. 
groueling, prone, having the face towards 
the ground, flat, ii. 1. 45, viii, 32, xi. 34, in. 
i. 38, IV. 1 7, V. 33, vi. I. 39. 
groynd, pret. growled, vi. xii. 37. 
grudge, sb. ill will, resentment, iii. iv. 61, iv 
IX. 32. 

grudgeing, vh. to complain, murmur, v. vu 
37 ; pres. part, murmuring, ii. 1. 42 ; ppl. adj 
complaining, repining, 1. n. 19, v. x. 37. 
grutoh, to murmur, complain, ii. li. 34. 
gryfon, -phon, griftin, vulture, i. v. 8, 11, 

XI. 8. 

gryping, vhl. sb. grip, grasp, i. xi. 20. Ci 
gripe 

gryaie, horrible, grim, grisly, ii. xi. 12, in, xii, 
19. 

guarisht, pret. healed, iv. in. 29. C\. gariah. 
guerdon, reward, i. x. 59, iv. m. 16, v. 111. 14, 
S. C. Nov. 45, Clout 943. 
guilon, to beguile, dcce vc, 111. ix. 7. 
guiler, deceivtr, 11. vii. 64, iii. x. 37. 
guilt, glided, vu. vii. 38. 
guise, -Be, -yae, mode (of life), behaviour, 1. 
IV. 30, VI. 25, v. XI. 19.V1.V. 2; custom, mode, 
fashion, iii. 1. 39, iv. x. 6, 49, vi. ii. 6 ; condi- 
tion, VI. VI. 32. 

gulfe, voracious appetite ; ‘ maw,’ S. C. Sept. 

185. 

gurmandixe, see gourmandiie. 
gust, taste, flavour, vn. vn. 39. 
gut, stomach, Uubberd 212. 
gybe, to jibe, jeer, S. C. p. 427, Hubberd 714. 
gyeld, meeting-place of a guild, guild-house, 
II. vu. 43. 

gynne, gynst, see gin. 
gyre, whirl, revolution, 11. v. 8 ; nng, circle, 
in.i. 23. 

gyu*d, pa. part, bound, fettered, v. iv. 55. 
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H 

liftborjoon, -geon, a ileevcleu coat of mail, 

II. Ti. J9, iii.m. 57, V. r. 2. 
h»bilimont, ang, 1. VI. 30; plur, 1. in. 17, 

xii. 5^ 11. u 2J, VI. iv. 4, Huhl>*rJ no: e<)uip- 
racnt, drew, clothes, 
hability, ability, vi. iii. 7. 
habitaunoe, dwelling, 11. vu. 7. 
hable, able, powerful, 1. xi. 19, vn. vu. 31. 
haoqueton, a stulTed jacket worn under the 
mail, 11. viii. 38. 

had jTWilt (///. had I known) a vam regret, 

[ Huhbtrd 893. 

\ hagard, wild, untamed, 1. xi. 19. 
j hale, s6. well-being, weliarc, Pint. Elfgit 103. 
hale, hayle, to drag, pull, 11. iv. H, 14, 111. 

IV. 31, V. 11. 26, VI. 1. 17. 
halfen, halt: kal/en eyt » halt sight, one eye, 

III. X. 5. 

halfendeale, adv, halt, iit ix 53. 
hallidome, only 111 asseveration; hymyh.Jiuh- 
bird 545. 

hallow, to consecrate, 111. iv. 10; fd part.^ 
S. C. Frb. 2 1 o. 

hallowing, pre^. part, shouting, hallooing,, vi. 
VIII. 40. 

ham, thigh, 11. in. 27, v. v. 2. 

han, //. have, S\C. March 62, A/ny 49, 16S, 
July 40, 203, Se/ 1 . 163, Uct, 16, 117, J)f( 

1 12 . 

hand : out o/h -at once, in. v 3, v. is 32 
handeled, />re/. used, in. 1, 1 1. 
handsell, reward, vi. xi. 15. 
handaomo, handy, suitable, in. vu. 60. 
hap, ib. lot, fortune, fate, i iv. 49, 11 iv. 4^. 

IV. 11. 43, VI. IV. 36, Whtldi Vamtii 45, h'pt- 
grams p. 607 J by kap^^ by chance, Amor. p. 

577 

haplesM, bearing misfortune, iv.iv. ji 
happily, -ely, by chance, ii. ProL 3, iv. iv. 6, 
XI. 52, XII. 32, S. C. March 31. 
happy, successful, in. i. 10. 
harbenger, host, cutcrtaincr, Dnphn 470 
harbour, -brough, shelter, 1. 1 7, .V ( Junr 
18. 

hardj^f/. heard, m. n. 21, Hubberd 267 ; pa 
part. II. IX. 25. 

hardiment, courage, boldneu, audacity, 1 1. 
14, IX 12, 11. 1. 27, u. 37, HI. i. 2, V. 10, V. VII'. 
23, Amor. p. 577 ; daring exploit, iii, ix. 53. ! 
hardnease, rudeness, iv. vtii.6o. 
hardyhadde, -bed, boldneu, audacity, cour* 
ige, p. 416, 1. iv. 38, R, R. 143 (hardie head), 
Muiop. 27. 


hamasM, arms, weapons, v. iv. 36 ; Aonwtat- 

armour-bearing, 11, xi. 43. 
Harpaluf, paudonym^ Com/ 380. 
harrow, inttrj» a cry ot distress or alarm, n. 
-iJ. 49. 4 ^* 

harrowd, prtt. harried, i. x. 40. 
harton, to incite, encourage, R. R. 300; piU 
part, IV. IX. 34. 
hartie, courageous, 1. ix. 25. 
hartie-halo, healthy, Mmop. tH8. 
hartlosae, -lea, timid, without coursge, dis- 
heartened, II. 11. •^fHubhird Clout 9, aaK. 
hart rooto, depth of the heart, S. C. 
hart lore, cause of grief, 11. 1. a. 
harta eaae, tranquillity, ^>eac'e of mind, Epi- 
tapk (^2) 25. 

haako, rush or wuker basket, S. C. Nov. 16. 
hatching, vhL sb. process ol production, Tknt 
l^tt p. () 1 1 . 

I hauberquo, -bork, -bergh, mat of mail, 11. 

I VUI. 44, III. IV 16, XI. 52 , IV. IX. 27. 

haught, noble, 1. vi. 29. 
haulat, /re/ embraced, iv. iii. 49. 
hault, luuj'hty, vi. 11. 23. 
hauHiug, ppl. ndj. halt, lame, Tu>o Utt, p. 640. 
haunt, haunten, to frequent, visit ,1x1. a, .V. C\ 
March 111, July 78 ; to pursue, molest (jig>,) 
I. XI. 27. 

hauoour, -iour, bearing, deportment, behav- 
iour, It, 11. 15, in. VI. 52, xn. 3, iV. C. Apr.bt). 
hayling, bnyld, set halo 
haynouB, liriuous, tuirful, vi. 1. 18. 
httzariiod, prrl. endangered, Muiop, 378. 
hazardizo,{K nlous i>oMiion, condition, II. xii. 1 9. 
hiuiardry, vriituresuincnesi, 11. v. 13, gaming, 

pUjing at dice, iii 1. £,7 
hoadinesso, hastiness, radiness, S,C. p. 417. 
hoadlease hood, /// lioo<l without a head; 
lienee, peril, -br.4iiilcis head, .V. C. Fib, 86 
headpcace, head, H.C. May 242 
heapo, ib muitiiudr, tr(K>p, 1. iv 16. 
heaped, />/»/. fli/; profuse, v. vin 23, 
hoard herd, III vn i,iv. iv 33. 
beard *, keeper of a herd ot « attle, vi, ix. 4, 10, 
12. 

hoardgroome, herdsman, vi xi. 39, S. C. Feb, 
45 - 

heardraan, herdsman, S.C. Feb. Arg. 
heare, d?. hair, i. viii. 32, 11. ix. 13, 111. xii. 17, 
Thist. 26, Pait. Atglogue 1 18. 
heare, vb. to be spoken of, i. v. 23. 
bearie, -y, hairy, m i, 16, iv. vm. 12. 
beaat, heet, bidding, command, behest, 1. vu. 
18, IV. 111. 39, V. V. 25,43, //./xw# i6i, deier. 
p. 578 i vow, VI. xh. 14 ; name, iv. xt. 50. 
beben, •«, s6. ebony-tree, 11. vsi, 52 ; ebony- 
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wood, Pttrarck i6; adj. o( ebony wood, i. 
Prol. 3, rii. 37, iv. v. 8. 
bedded, ppLadj . : ill h, m with tbehcad a/Tccted 
by wine, ir, i. 3. 

bedetall, the part of a bridle that fiti round the 
head, y. iii. 33. 

heedf Mb. care, caution, v.x:L 18. 
heed, vb. to notice, perceive, v. viii. 4. 
heedful!, careful, v. viii. 32. 
heedineue, heedfuiness, caution, v. vi. 34; 
attentiveness, vi. vi. 26. 

heedy, heedie, careful, v.ix. 13, S.C. Sept. 

167. 

heeling, heel-piece of a stocking, Hubherd 213. 
heft, pret. raised, 1. xi. 39 ; threw, iv. iii. 12. 
helme, helmet, iv. ii. 1 7. 
helpleas, inevitable, that cannot be helped, 
1. iv. 49, vii. 39 ; affording no help, from which 
rescue is impossible, 11. xh. 4. 
hem, them, S. C. May 1 29, 304, 313, June 76, 
Sept. IIS,!.*;?. 

heme (1597 hesme), adv. home, S. C. Nov. 98. 
hand, to seize, grasp, v. xi. 27. 
henge, axis (of earth), i. xi. 21« 
hent, pret. took, seized, 11. ii. I, iv, 12, xi. 17, 
VII. vii. 32, 5 . C. Feb, 195, March 89. 
kentesif in « undertook, iii. vii. 61,1^. C. 
July 37 hent, pa, part, taken, seized, ii. 
vi. 49, VI. xi.31, R. T, 677. 
hept) pret. heaped, dealt in large quantities, iii. 
VII. 33. Cf. heaped, 
her *, their, S. C. May 1 60, Sept, 39. 
her *, he, him, S. C, Sept, i, 2 , 3, 4. j 

herbar, herb-garden, 11. ix. 46, i 

here by there, here and there, S. C. Sept. 63. 
herneshaw, heron, vi. vii. 9. 
hemall, rehearsal, iii.xi. iS. 
heree, ceremnnul, in. li. 48 ; the solemn obse- 
quy in a funeral, S, C. Nov. 60, 70, &c., 200. 
hery, -ye, to praise, glorify, S. C. Feb, 6a, Nov. 
10. he^ed, heried, pa. part, honoured, 
praised, 11. xii. 13, in. i.43, 
hast, see heast. 

hether, hither, i.s.43, vi. vin. 46, S. C. Apr, 

hetherto, hitherto, S, C, p. 420. 
hetherward, hither, S. C.Aug. 46. 
hew form, shape, condition (hue), i. i. 46, 11. 
40, ui.ll,ix, 20, nuvi.33,33. 
hew^ backing, slaughter, vi. viii. 49. 
heydeguye; a kind of country dance, S,C. 
June 27. 

hidden* young male sheep, S. C, Sept, an. 
bld#s 

highAs : on A. • aloud, vi. vi. 24, 

to designate, choose, name, vk vii. 


31 ; pres, means, purports, S. C. Sept. 172 ; h 
called, p. 409; pret, was called, 11. iL 35, In. 
i. 24, IV. xi. 50 ; /a. ^/.committed, entrusted, 

I. iv. 6, IV. X. 38 ; called, ii, iv. 44, ix. 59 ; ap. 
pointed, designated, iv. vii, 17; SNsigned, or. 
dained, iv. viii. 54, v. iv. o ; meant, directed, 
V. xi. 8 ; destined, vi. iv. 30 ; called, summoned, 
Daphn.U. 

I hild, pret, held, iv. iii. 42, xi. 17. 
hinder, adj, back, at the back. i. iv. 5, in. ti, 
32, S. C, May 243, Muiop, 403. 
hipp, fruit of the wild rose, Hubberd 948. 
hippodame, sea-horse, ii. ix. 50, in. xi. 40. 
hire, byre, sb. wages, vi. xii. 6 ; reward, bribe, 
43 » 45 - 

! hire, vb. to bribe, Hubberd 682. 
hoare, bore, frosty, 11. xii. 10, iv. xi. 46 ; grey, 
i. ni. 10, Clout 57 ; ancient, ii. vii. Arg, 
hoarie, hoary, grey, Muiop. 328 ; A. frost m 
hoar-frost, l. x. 48, S, C, Jan. 33. 
hodgepodge, mixture, medley, S. C. p. 417. 

hold, sb. refuge, shelter, n. ii. 44. 

hole, whole, well, better (of a wound), in. v 

4.3. xii. 38. 

holme, holm-oak, Gnat 215. 
holpen, pa, part, helped, vi. viii. 25. 
homely, adv. kindly, vi. ix. 17; familiarly. 
Three Lett. p. 614. 
hong, pa. part, hung, in. vi. 18, 
hont, to hunt, S. C. Dec. 82. 
hood, state, condition, v. vii. 21. 
hoord, vb. to conceal, iv. xi. 43, vi. iv. 29; 
pret piled, Gnat 657; ppl, adj. stored up, 
treasured, iv. ix. 12. 

hooued, pret. waited, lingered. Clout 666, 
Cf. houing, vb.* 

hopelesse, unhoped for, unexpected, 111. v. 34. 
bore, see hoare. 

horl^ pa. part, burled, R, R, 274. 
horrid, bristling, rough, i. vii. 31, in. xi. 44. 
horror, roughness, 1 vi, 1 1. 
horsofoot Helicon, Hippocrene H, (so called 
because it was fabled to have been produced by 
a stroke of Pegasus’ hoof), Teares 271. 
hospitage, position of a guest ; gueitship, 111. 

X. 6. 

boat, hoite, 1^. to entertain, recciTc as a 
guest 111. ix. Arg., iv. vm. 27 ; to be a guest, 
lodre, VI. ix. Arg. to h «;to be guests, Gnat 
196. 

hoate, sb. army, v. xi. 42. 
hoatleaae, inhotpitabk, tn. xt. 3 
hoatry, lodging, shelter, r. x. 23. 
hot, bote,pr«/. wu called, i. xi. 29, iv. iv. 40, 
S, C. Sept, 194 ; named, meotioned, S^ C,July 
164. Cf. bight, vb. 
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boon, howT«| time, lu »il 34; plur. vi. i. 
35 -the seven d*iljr offices of the church, 
good i. » good fortune, vu U. 39. 
hotuIiDg, sacRwncnul 1. 37. 

houo, v6.' to rile, i. ii. 31. 
bouing, v6.* /rr*. part, fleeting, iii. vu. J7. 
houed, pr«t. waited, lingered, m. x. 20. Cf. 
hooued. 

how be, although, C. July 95. 
howlet, owl, owlet, Thru Lett. p. 621. 
ho7e, a mull vessel, u. 1.64. 
hoyae, to ra«*e up, Three Lett, pp.615, 618. 
hububs, shouts, noise, 111. x. 43. 
huckster: A. men » nun who birgaiiu. Hub- 
bird 935. 

hugger mugger, concealment, secrecy. Hub- 
bird 139. 

humdine, human, iv. 11. Clout 351. 
humblesse, humbleness, humility, 1. 11. at, in. 
a6, xii. 8, ylmor. Son. a. 
humors, -oure, fluids in the bo«ly which were 
suppoKd to affect or deternnne a person’s tem- 
perament, R. R. 330; proud A. -pride, L x, 
36 ; tad h,^» sadneu, iv. x. 50 ; steep, i. i. 36. 
hurly-burly, commotion, tumult, v.iti, 30. 
hurtle, hurtlen, to rush, dash, 1. iv. 16, 40, 
viii. 17, IV. IV. 39; to brandish, wave, 11. 
VII. 43. 

hurtlesse, harmless, i, fi. 3 1 . 
husb&nd, farmer, husbandman, iv. m 39, 
Hubberd 366, huii>and/arme»i^t\x\^ ir. iv 
35- 

husher, usher, 1. iv. 13. 
by, hye, high, i.i. 8, Proih. 38. 
hyacine, hyacinth (preooui stone,, 11. xii. 54 
bydrn, -dre, a fabulous many- headed snake, 
supposed to have been killed by Hercules, 11 
xii. 33, VI. XII. 33. 

hye, hie, to haste i, iv. xi. 6, S. C, Apr. 1 38, 
May 3 1 7. hide, pret. hastened, 11. xi. 35. 
hylding, base, worthless, vi. v. 35. 
hynd, hynde, servant, rustic labourer, vi. viu. 

13, X. 3, XI. 37, R.R. 344. 
hyppoorase, a cordial made of wme Aavourni 
with spices, Three Lett. p. 615. 

I 

idee, idea, conception, H. Love 384. 
idle, ydlc, causeless, baseless, 1, zii. 9, iii. vi. 
54; empty, i.v.8. 

^ idole, image, counterpart, imiutioo, 11. 11. 41, 

IV.V.15. 

iU-£MU, evil-faced, ugly, it. zu. 36. 
tUiMtotartdly, in a bad or unpleiting way. 
Thru Litu p. 6n . Cf. fhoonred. 


ill fiauored, ppl. od). eeil-iooldng, 1. 1. 15. 
iUude, to elude, evade, n. v, 9. 
illtUtrate, to render illustrious, almor. p, gfSl. 
imige, Turn aoi. 

imbeiiled, pa. part, taken away, stolen, R, T. 
p. 470 

imbraat, pa. pari, embraced, iv. viii, 39. 
imbrew, to thrust, 1. vi. 38 ; to stain, vi. v 
5 ; pa. part, spilt, iii. in. 38. Cf. embrtw. 
iinmeA»ur<!U -ed, utuneasured, enormous, it. 
X 8, XII. 33. 

immlxlng, /res. mingling, iv. id. 47. 
imp, ymp, -e, tb. scion, child, ofl^ring (/i/. 
and Jig.), I. ProL 3, iii. v. 53, xn. 7, tv. xt. to, 
VI. II. 38, p. 410, R. T. 373 ; young shoot, 
scion, IV. XI 36, V. XI. 16, 7 Vor»< 75. 
impaoibla, luappeasable, implacable, iv. ix 
,1, R. T. 395. 

impart, to allow, grant, lu. ii. i. 
impo (a wing), vb. to engraft feathers in a 
wing so as to improve the powers of flight, 
H. heautte 1 35. ympt, pa» part* {irate f/.), 
fastened, IV. ix. 4. 

impeach, to hinder, prevent, Gius/ 576. Cf. 
empeaoh. 

imperoeible, not pierceable, 1. xi. 17. 
impertineut, irrelevant, S. C. p. 419. 
impiotured, pa. part, impreaied as with a 
picture, Patt^ Elegtt 163. 
implaoible, iii. vn. 35. 
implore, entreaty, 11. v, 37. 
imployU, pret, found employment for, Bpi- 
tapk (ij 35. 

implye, to enfold, 1. iv. 31, vi. 6 ; to entangle. 
I XI. 33 ; to contain, 111.vi.34. 
importable, unbearable, it. vm. 35, 
importujxe, o//;. hravy, severe, giievoui,!. xi. 
53, XII. 16, It. VI. 39, viii. 38, zi. 7, VI. i. 30, 
Mutop, 330 ; troublesome, iii. in. 44. Daphn. 
387; persistent, pertinacious, vi. xi. 6. 
importune, vb, to portend, import, 111. i. 16. 
importonely, iraportun.itcly, urgrntly, 11. vni 
4 - 

impreaeo, to affect, influerice, 170 

impreit, pret, suruped, marked, 11. zi. 5 ; 
produced by pressure, imprinted, iv. Iii. 34 ; 
pa, part, imprinted, iii. xii. 33. 
improuided, unforeseen, i.xti. 34. 
in, inne, abode, lodging, dwelling {ht, and 
/f ). '• *• a, u. »»• 3». JO, Dafin. 
469. 

Inbnming, ppl. adj. burning internally, lit. i. 
53, ir. viii. 17. 

inodnae, sA., Bellay 143, Efi^ams p. 608. 
inoMeantly, immediately, without pMuia|,Ti. 
vv.a. 
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inolln«, to apply oneself, vi. iii. 3. 
illOOntizMDt» forthwith,, immediately, 1. vi. 8, 
IV, iii.18, V. ix. 18, viL vii. 17, Eltfii 61. 
indew, to put on, iii. vi. 35. indewed,pr«/. 
took In, 'inwardly digested,' iii. x. 9. in- 
dewd, pa. part, invested, 11. ii. 6, 111. iii. 38. 
Cf. endow. 

indifferent, fair, just, 111. ii. i j impartial, v. 
ix. 36. 

indifferently, impartially, vii. vii. 14. 
indignaunoe, Indignation, iii. xi. 13. 
indigne, unworthy, iv. i. 30. 
indignille, to diihonour, treat with indignity, 
C/oitf 583. -fyde, prtt. vi. i. 30. 
indited, pa. part, indicted, vi. vii. 35. 
infant, a youth of noble or gentle birth, 11. viii. 

56, xi. 25, V. viii. 41, VI. viii. 25. 
inferd, pa. part, inflicted, vi. viii. 31. 
infeat, adi. hostile, vi. iv. 5, vi. 41. 
infeat, vb. to attack, assail (fig.). 1. xi. 6. 
Worldt Vanitie 53. 

infeatred, ppl. adj. festered, vi. xi. 24. 
infinite, 11. ix. 50, ni. vi. 35. 
inflame, to set on fire, Qnat 510. 
influence, an ethereal fluid supposed to flow 
from the stars or heaven and affect the destiny 
of men, i. viii. 42. 

inforoement, compulsion, v. xi. 52. 
Informed, pa. part, formed, fashioned, 111. 
vi. 8. 

infUae, infusion, H. Lov* 47. 
ingate, entrance, iv. x. 12, R. T. 47. 
ingenerate, ppl, adj. innate, 111. vi, 3. 
ingoe, ingot, niau of cast metal, ii. vii. 5. 
inherite, to receive as one’s lot, vi. ix. 25, 
inholder, tenant, vii. vii. 17. 
inly, inwardly, 11. xi. ai, xii. 28, iii. i. 55, ii. 
II, xi. 27, VI. v. 38,vii.vi. 25,5'. C. May 1% 
{OloiSi entirely), Onat 275, Mitiop. 343, Three 
Lett. p. 628 ; thoroughly, S. C. Sept, 161. 
inquere, te inquire, seek information, i. i. 31, 
inqadat, quest, search, knightly expedition, 
iii.ii.4, v.i. 13, vi. xi 42. 
inquire, -quyre, to call, name, 11, x. 12 ; to 
seek, request, v. xi. 58. 
inaight, iM. iii. II, V. ix. 39. 
inaolenoe, pride, Teares 73 : exultaiion, 
C/oa/622. 

inaolenoio, pride, S.C, May 1 18. 
inaolent, rude, barbarous, iii, iv. 50. 
inipyre, 10 breathe, blow, 11. iii. 30. 
inan'th, fcfllows, Elegu 83. Cf. enaue. 
intend, to call, name, vii. vi, 9 ; pret, refi, 
directed, 11. iv. 46 ; ppl, adj. outstretched, 1. ix. 
38; dtr^ad, IV.I97. 

Inttndimeni, attention, attentive considera- 


tion, I. xii. 31 ; knowledge, understanding, m. 
V. 32, xii. 5, Tiarti 144. 
intendment, intention, design, p. 408. 
Intent, purpose, intention, 11. i. 22, vi. viii. 13, 
274, -R.i?. 288,ilwor. Son. 25; quest, 
v. viii, 3. in thit i.-iin this respect, vi. ix. 
20 . 

intentive, attentive, v. ix. 14. 
intereaae, interest, vii. vi, 33. 
interlace, to intermingle, cross each other 
intricately, v. lii. 23 (intr.) ; pret. part, inter- 
spersing, VI, xii. 33. 

intermedled, pa. part, intermixed, p. 408, 
intermitted, pa, part, suspended, left off. Two 
Lett, p. 635. 

intimate, to communicate, in. ix. 30, vi. iii, 
12. 

intire, sincere, genuine, v. viii. 1 2. Cf. en- 
tire. 

intreat, to prevail upon, induce, ii.ii, 35 ; to 
describe, treat of, v. i. i. Cf. entreat. 
intreatflUl, supplicating, full of entreaty, v. 

X, 6. 

intrinaeoall, interior, internal, Three Lett. 

p.6i5. 

introld, obscure reading In 11. ii. 44 (v, 11 . ea- 
/ro/d, enrold). 
intuae, bruise, 111. v. 33. 
inure, to practise, exercise, Amor, Son. 21. 
Cf. enure. 

inuade, to go, enter, 11. x. 6, iii. vi. 37 ; to 
intrude upon, attack, vi. iii. 8. 
inuent, to find, discover, i. vi. 15, in. v. 10, v. 
ii. 20, Amor. Son. 82. 
inuett, to put on, iv. v. 18. 
irke, to weary, iv. vii. 15. 
irkeaome, yrkeaome, tired, 1. 1. 55, n. 6. 
irrenowmed, unrenowned, ii. i. 23. 
iaope, hyssop, Muiop, 190. 
iaaew, ib. issue, iii, ix. 15, xii. 43. 
isadwed, -’d, iii. vii. 19, ix. 15, xii. 3, 5, 27, 
iv. VI. 3, V. iii. 20; iaatiing, v. iv. 50; 
iaafl’d, v. iii. 4; iaatide, Eltgie 231 : to 
issue. 

j a) 

iaoke of both aidea, a person who sides first 
with one side and then with another, a 
trimmer, Three Lett. p. 621. 
iaokemate, companion, Three Lett, p. 622. 
laooba, laakob ataffb, a pilgrim's staff, 1. vi. 
35, Daphn, 41. 

iade, contemptuous name for a horse, back^ 
HI. i, 17, VT, vii. 40; term of reprobation 
applied to a woman, 11. xi. 31. 


GLOSSARY. 


69s 


iAne» mull lilvrr coin of Genot introduced 
into En^iind towards the end of the fourteenth 
century, m. eii. 58. 

Uire, discord, ditfention, quarrelling, 11. ii. 26, 
ir. 4I, T. 16. 

Imp, jasper, Mlay 25. 

iauel, -oU, rascal, Huhberd 30<), 712. 

1 ieopardee, -lo, danger, peril, Huhhnd 98 ; in 
hit I. « into danger at hit hands, it. iv. 43. 
ieuemyne, jasmine, Amor. Son. 64. 
ietaea, straps of leather, silk, &c., fastened 
round the legs of hawks, vi. iv. 19, 
iollitf, •ee, revelry, 11. xii. 60, iii. i. 40, S.C. 
May 192. 

ioUj, *ie, gallant, brave, hne, 1. i. l , ii. II, in. 

I. 45, IV. i, 32 ; cheerful, Ilubbtrd 421 ; big, 
S.C. Sipt, 165. 

ioUyhe^, jollity, merriment, vi. xi 32. 
iollyment, mirth, cnjt^meni, joyfulness, ti. 

vi. 3, IV XI. 1 2, VI. ii. 16. 
iott, least portion, 1. x. 26. 
iournall, daily, dmriul, i.xi. 31, p 210. 
iouysaunoe, •ia 4 UDce, merriment, mirth, 
S. C. May 25, A’ot 2. 

iouial, under tlie influence of the planet Jupit'-r, 
regarded at the sours c of joy and luppinrti, 

II, xii, 51. 

ioy, to enjoy, loyed, ioyd, pret i. iv. 46, 
11.x. 53, 111. i. 37. loyingtpres. part. tram. 
deriving enjoyment from, lit. vi 48; to re- 
joice, deliyht, 1 VI 1,17, Muiop. 99, toy'd, 
pret., Huhberd, 707. toying, pre*. part , 

R. R, 198. 

ioyanco, -Aunce, enjoyment, mirth, jov.i iv. 
37, 111. xii. 18, Mutop. 208, Patt. EUgie 25 , 
enjoyment (of a person), vi xi. 7. 
ioynted, yrr/. disjointed, dismembered, v.xi. 

29. 

iunoats, -atei, sweelnuats, delicacies (jun- 
kets), V. IV, 49, itmor. Son 77 

K 

kai«a» keys, iv. x. 18. 
keaMsra, ut keMri. 

keep, keepo, s6. heed, care ; to take ■ (l ) 
to take heed, notice, i. i. 40, in. x. 38, v ix 
13, xii. 42, Gnat 24I ; (2) to take care (of), 

S. C. Di(. 8; that which is kept, a charge, 
S.C, July 133; keeping, care, charge, //s<6. 
herd 290. 

koopo, vb. to tend, guard, S. C. May 1 29, July 

200, Dec. 137 - ^ ^ . 

kft^ pin g : bte at your k , « be on your guard, i, 

xi. 2. 

keiglit, pr^. caught, ni.ii 30, v. vi. 29. 


komd, pa. pm, combed, ▼, rii, 4, 
ken, to ascertain, discover, Beautif 88. kend, 
pa. part, known, i. xii. i ; ascertained, dii- 
covered, ii. viii. IQ; recognixed, .y, C. May 
137. kent, kend, pret, discovertd, lit. vli, 
19 ; tecornited, iv. x. 14 ; knew, v. xi. to; 
caught SI At of, descried, v. xi. 43, Clout jyi. 
kenat« knowest, S.C. Feh. 85, March 28, 
Apr. 21, May aig. 

kernea, rustics, peasants, S C. July 199. 
kerue, to pierce, cut, iv. i. 4. 
kOMsri, koMan, kaisers, emperors, 11. vii. 5, 
iv. VII. I, Team 570. 

keel, pa. part. 1. xi. 31 ; pret. 11. xi. 42, vi. 
XII. 15: cast. 

ketirell, Ut. a small hawk ; airshed as a con- 
temptuous designation ; base, 11. in. 4. 
ketoh, to catch, 11. i. 4, lit. vi. 37. 
key colde, cold as a key (/^.), Tkrte Utt, 
p. 621. 

kighi, kite, 11. viii. 16. 

kind, kynd, *6, nature, 1. li. 43, iii. 44, 11. ii. 
36, V. 28, 111. it. 40, vl. 8; fashion, manner, 
11. m. 40, in. xii. 22 ; sex, iti. ii. 4 ; family 
kin, p. 4 11 ; respect, manner, S, C, p. 418. 
kindly, -ely, natural, imuie, 1, Hi. a8, viil. 1 1, 
X. 47, 111. IX. 33, JVo Lett. p. 636, 
kinrod, kindred, 11. x. 35, S, C, May 271. 
kirile, a tunic, originally a garment reaching 
to the knees or lower, i. iv. 31, S.C, Aug. 
67. 

knaok, trinket, knick-knack, S. C. May 286. 
knee, projection, crag, i. ix. 34. 
knife, sword, 11. v. 9. 
kDOwe,/xi. part, known, S. C. Sept. 161. 
kodpeaed,//'/ at/;, furnished with a cod-piece 
or baggftJ appendage to the front of the close- 
filling hose or brcec hes worn by men frOin ihe 
fifteenth to the seventeenth century, Tkrn 
Lett. p. 625. 

kOD, to know, Clout 294. kond, pret. v. vl. 
35. Cf. con. 

kuzre, dog, cur, S.f\ Sept. 182. 
kydit, fret, knewest, S. C, Dec, 92. 
kynded, pa. pari begotten, v. v. 40, 

L 

L., Lord, S. C. p. 420. 
lace, thread, in. ii. 50. 
laoke, loss, absence, Epitaph (a) 12. 
leokey, to act as a lackey, run as a footmae, 
VI. ii. 15. 

Ud, pret. led, 11. xii. 84, in. xii. 16, iv. vW, 
2, V. xii. 37. 
lade, to load, v. v. 54. 
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Uesie, -y, U*y, idle, i. iv. 56, in. vii. 1;, 
6'. C. Ft*^, 9, July 33, C/uM/ 372, 766. 
laixe, resting-place (of a corpse) ; grave, iv. 
51. 

lamentable, lamenting, mournful, vi. iv. 29, 
viti. 3. 

lamping, ppl, adj. (lashing, resplendent, ni. 
lii. I, Amor. Son. 1. 
lanok, slim, slender, in. vi. 18, ix. 21. 
landheards, docks, Clout 277. 
langourous, sorrowful, 11. i 9. 
languiahment, suifering, trouble, iv. vin. 16, 
xii. 13, R. r. 159. 

lap, to fold, wrap up, ii. ni. 30, in. v. 51 ; 
pa. part, lapped in, enfolded, surrounded 
with V. vi. 6. 
larded, pret. fattened, S. C. Feb. no. 
lare, pasture, iv. viii. 29. 
large, at /.^at length, iv. vii. 34. 
largebelled, pfd. adj. adorned with Urge 
bells. Thru Lett. p. 625. 
larumboU, alarm bell, ii, ix. 25. 
latched, t/ 5 .* pret. caught, S. C. March 93. 
latch, vb.* to fasten, S. C. May 291. 
later, recent, last, i. i. 32. 
latoat, last, Daphn. 363. 
lattice, screen, 111. xii. 15. 
launoe, scale, balance, 111. vii. 4. 
launch, to pierce, vi. ii. 6, viii. 48. launcht, 
pret, 1. iii. 42. launched, pret. darted, 11. 
vi. 20. launoht, pa. part. 1. iv. 46, iv. vt. 
40, X. I. launched, 11. i. 38, ni. n. 37, vi. 
52, Amor. Son. 57. launohedet, iv. vu. i. 
lauer, basin, 11. xii. 62. 
lawnde, open spaces among woods, glades, iv 
X. 24. 

laxatiue, profuse, copious, Two Lett. p. 639. 
lay, laye, i6.» song, 1. x. 54, ii. x. 59, p. 
409; ‘strain/ 11. i. 35, vi. xi. 5, Clout 423. 
lay, 46.*«loa, iii. vin. 15, x. 23, Onat no. 
lay, vb , : lay on load, lode — to deal heavy 
blows, 11. xi. 39, IV. iv. 33, ix. 33 , 33; to 
deposit, II. xii. 3. layd, pa, part, brought 
down, reduced (of a swelling), S. C. Oct. 119 ; 
ppl, adj. subdued, S.C. Oct. 13 . 
laye^ ? place of rest, iii. xu. 44 ; pi, S. C. 
Nov. 15. 

laye •, laity, S. C. May 76, 
laye*, law, it. x. 43. 
lay-ctall, dung-heap, refuse-heap, 1, v. 53. 
lasare, lepers, 1. iv. 3. 

lea, open ground, meadow land, plain, iS*. C. 
Feh. 158, July 133 ; the watry 1 . ^ the water, 
IV. ii, 16. 

leaoh, doctor, 1. r. 17, ut. iii. 18, iv. 41, iv. 

vi. I. 


leaoh-craft, medicine, iii. id. 17. 
leachour, lecher, debauchee, i. ni. Arg, 
leade, to live, pass one’s life, S. C. July loj, 
>85. 

loafe, trust, faith: /. and love. Amor. Son. 

38. 

loake, leaky, i. v. 35, vi. vin, 34. 
leames, gleams, rays, Epigrams p. 608. 
leaneth, depends, S. C, p. 420. 
leany, lean, thin, S. C. July 199. 
leapes, baskets in which to catch or keep fish, 
S. C. p. 466. 

leare, lore, ‘art’, 111. xi. 16, iv. iii. 40, vi.iv. 

4. iearss-* lessons, lu. vii. 21. 
leamd, />a. />nr/. taught, i. vi. 12. 
leasing, lesing, lie, falsehood, 1. vi. 48, ii. 
ix. 51, XI. 10, IV viii 24, V, li. 33, S.C. 
May 285, Hnbherd 699, 733, Clout 696 ; ly- 
ing, falsehood, S. C Sept. I50, Clout 103 . 
least, cottj. lest, in. viii. 24, v. xi. 26, vi. vni. 
r, XI. 43. 

least, adv.: at /.-at last, n. x. 68. 
leau’d, /ire'', raised, ii. x 31. 
leauy, leafy, iv x. 45. 
ledden, speech, iv, xi. 19, Clout 744. 
lee, river, v. 11. 19, R. T. 603. 
leese, to lose, S. C. Sept. 1 35. 
lefte, /rv/. li^.cd, ii. m. 34. 
legierdemaine, sleight of hand, v. ix. 13, 
JIubberd 70 1. 

leman, lemman, lover, 1. i. 6, vii. 14, 11. v. 

28, III. ii. 20, vin. 40, IV. I 9, V. v.ii. 2. 
lend, to give, 11. ix. 58; to c.iuse, iv. xii 21; 
pret. gave, dealt, 11. v. 6, v. 1. 21 ; pa. part. 
granted, given, v. xi. 42. 
langd, pret. tarried, remained, S. C. May 350. 
longer, longer, 1. 1 22, ni. 19. 
lere, sh. lesson, S. C. May 262 ; instruction, 
lore, Clout 783 ; plur. vi. ii. 31. 
lore, vb. to learn, S. C. Dec. 4. 
lessoned, pr«/. instiucted, 111. vl. 51. 
lest, to listen, vi. 1. 1 7 

let, hindrance, obstacle, i. viii 13, 11. xi. 31, 
IV. i. 1 2 ; hesitation, vi. vi. 20. 
lot, to leave, 11. vi. 16. Ut be {imper.)^ 
cease from, 11. in. 16. 

let, vb.* to hinder, prevent, 1. vii. 3 o, 11. {. 47, 
vni. 28, III. r. 17, v. li. 4, ix. 7, Pent Elegte 
126. let, /a. /or/. VI. xii. 1 . 
leuell, to direct, III. ix. (. Idueled, /rW. ii. 
xii. 34. 

leuer, rather, 1. iz. 33, in. it. 6. me /. were 
m I would rather, in. v. 7. Cf. Uefe, liefer, 
lenin, lightning, in. v. 48, v. vi. 40, S.C. 
July 91, Aug. 87. liptn-hrond ■ 8aih of 
lightning, vn. vi. 30. 
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lewd, poor, * sorry/ S, C, Fib. 345 : foolish, I 
H.LtmS. ' I 

lewdij, wickedly, basely, iv. viii. 34, ri. yI. 
17,5: C.Ftb,^ 

lewdnesee, -nea, wickedness, iii. ir. 58, v. 
'll. 38. 

libbard, leopard, i. yi. 35, 11. iii. 38, vii. vn. 

29. 

lioh, like. III. vii. 39. 
lidge, lc<lge, Y. ?i. 36. 

lief, liefe, s6. and adj. dear, beloved, 1. lii. 
28, IX. 17, II I. 16, IX. 4, III. i. 21, ii 33, 
IV. ui, 53, VI. »!. 17, S.C. Tdy 165, Chut 
16; agreeable, III. vui. 43; heft or lo/A, in, 
IX. 13, VI. L 44 ; L or lory, vii. vi 8 « will- 
ing or unwilling, liefer {comp.), prclcrable, 
n. iv. 38, in. I. 34. liefeet (jw/>er/.), dearest, 
M. i. 53, III. ii. 33, X. 15, S. C. Aug. 193. 
liege, tb. lord ; superior to whom one owes 
alligiancc and service, n. iii. 8, ix. 4 'Jig.), 

VI. vii. 23. 

liege, adj. loyal, faithful, Clout 793. 
liegeman, a vasmI sworn to the service and 
support of his sujicrior lord, n. 111. 9 , plur. 
III. i. 30. 

lien, lyen,/»(i pari, lain, iv. ix. 4, p. 41 3 
llfiiU, lyfull, giving or bestowing lili, vi. xi. 
45, EpUk. 118. 

lig, llfge, liggen, to lie, vi. iv. xo, S.C. 
May 135 , 317, Sipt. 118, Oct. 13 , 63. 
light, vh. to relieve, unload, 1. xii. 43; to 
remove, ni. y. 31 ; to happen, befall, v. *1. 55- 
light, pa. port, lit, 1 . V. 19, III. I. 58. 
light, adv. easily, quickly, i. Yiii, lo, Ihkbeni 
1056. 

lightly, easily, m v. 25, viii. 19. 
lightsome, -som, radiant, 1. vii. 111. >11. 
48, Yii. vii, 51, S. C. Aug. 87, J'keil. 83. 
lignege, lineage, i. vi. 30. 
like, to please, Hubberd 945 ; likt, pnt. 11. 

VII, 27; to like well •‘10 thrive, .S.C. July 
105. 

like as, as if, y. v. 3. 
likely, similar, alike, Bioutie 198 
likelyneeee, likeness, resemblance, v. i.i. 39. 
liker, more like, v. x. 3i. 
liUed, pret. pul out (.the tongue), i. v. 34. 
limbeck, alembic, retort, vlt. yii. 31. 
limohound, bloodhound, r. iL 25. 
l imming , vbl. i6. painting, Beautti 84. 
limned, pa. part, depicted, Ttarn 302. j 
lin, I. i. 24, v. 35, nr. iii. 33, 30, viii. 34,1 
Dapkn. 467 ; linne, 71wo Lett. p. 641 : to 
cease, desist. 

Una, Ijne, linen, t. vii. 6, Muiop. 364. 
lift, to wish, desire, choose, /rei. 11. ix. 1, 111. 


ix. 7, C. May 164, Jwti 17; pnt. 1. ii. 
33, 111. ii. 15; Aiifi, tkH, mi, dec., Hit 
(impin.) mil pleated him, &c., he likd, i. 
Yiu 35,11. vii. 18, 19, IV. ix. 35. 
listfull, attentive, v. i. 35, Clom 7. 
lite, lyte, yb, to fail (of a blow), 1. viii. 18, 
n. viii. 38 ; to befall, vi. vi. 17 ; to alight, vi. 
viu 40; to come across, discover, S. C. 
Sipt* 359 ; lite in •*10 deal with, treat of, in. 
iu 3. Cf. light, vb. 

litea, lungs, VI. iii. 36. 
lluellhead, -had, inheritance, n. 11, 3 (cf. 
liuelod), living original, n. ii. 3 ; life, liveli- 
ness, VI. VII. 20. 

liuelod, livelihood, income, prosperity, v. iv. 
9, Huh^trd 147, 
liuelood, vigour, vi. id. 7. 
liuely, living, lifelike, 1. li. 14, vii. 30, n. 11. 
3, III. u 38, viii. 5, 6, //. Lon 171 ; adv. in 
a lifelike way, ni. xi. 39. 
liuorey : /. and utun •» the deiivrry of pro- 
perty into the corporal |H>sscssion of a person 
by hand'iig over a token, vi. iv. 37. 

Hues eud, death, R. R» 188, 
load, bioui, It. it. 33. Sii Uy, 1^. 
lout, ppl. adj. loosened, uuiatened, Billay 
115. ('I. lose. 

lOfthAUnosso, reluctance, iv. xii. 33. 
loathly, loattuome, iv. i. 37, v. xi. 31, 
Tiorn 335. 

Lobbln, puudonym, Clout 736. 
lodge, dwelling (jtg-)} »> viii. 33. 
lodgings, bedrooms, sleeping quarters, 1. 1. 36. 
loft, sky, upper region, 1. 1. 41 ; ceiling or 
flooring of a room, v, vi. 37. 
lome, loam, clay, mud, vi. ix. 16. 
lompe, mass, Epigramt p. 607. 
lompish, low-spirited, dejected, iii. xii. l8. 
Cf. lumpish, 

long, to bduiig, 1. iv. 48,111 ill. 58, vi. ii.8, 
p. 409, Thru Litt, p. 635. 
loord, lout, III. Vlt. 13, S.C, July 33. 
loos, praise, renown, vi. xii. 13. 
looM lo loosen, 1. viii. 19; to solve, v. xi. 

25- 

loose to lose, I. iv. 39. 
lope, pnt. leapt, S. C. March 81. 
lopp, smaller branches and twigs of trees, such 
as are not mean. red for timber ; 1. and topp, 

s.c.r,h.ii {Jig.). 

lord, to rule, domineer, S. C, July lj6 ; prm, 
part., S, C. Dec. 70. 

lordiogs, lords, V. ii. 38. 

lore, *h. teaching, doctrine, 1. 1. 5, 11, iii. i; 
advice, lit, xi. 18 ; learning, iv. iii. 41; itory^ 
^Aiigoagt, IV. xi. 33; speech, v. xi. il. 
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lore, prtL left, lost, iii. xii. 44, v. x. 38. 
lome, pa. par/, left, deserted, 1. iv. a, .S'. C. 

67 ; forlorn, S. C. Jan, 6a. 
loring, vbl. sb, instruction, v. vii. 42. 
lorrell, rogue, blackguard, S, C. July 93. Cf. 
loiell. 

lose^ losen, to loosen, unfasten, ii. xii. 67, 
111. viii. 51, xii. 2 ; to release, free, iii. vi. 48, 
VI. viii, 29. losed, pa. part, released, R. R. 
264* lo*lt,/a. part, released, set free, iii. iv. 

13. 

losell, -sell, profligate, scoundrel, ii. iii. 4, 
V. iii. 20, VI. iv. 10, S, C. p. 447, Hnbherd 
67, 813, Tearei 226, 324. Cf. lorrell. 
loMe, destruction, 1. vii. 10. 
lot, division, 11. vii. 19; share, iv. iv. 33; 
fate, VI. i. 39. 

lotbi\ill, lothe*, unpleasant, 111. iv. 52 ; 
hateful, loathsome, Hubberd 735 ; reluctant, 
bashful, Hubbtrd 1314. 
loup, loop, loophole, II. ix. 10. 
loupea, loop (in needlework), Muiop. 366. 
lout, lowt, to bow, I. i. 30, X. 44, II. iii. 13, 
ix. 26, ni. X. 23, IV. li. 23, iU. 5, S.C.July 
137, JR. T. 202. ' 

loue-afllimilaht, ilmor. Son. 88. See affa- 
miaht. 

louely, adj, affectionate, loving, friendly, i. 
lii. 30, IV. 11. 30, 111. 42 ; of love, iv. vi. 40, 
VI. vii. 28. 

louely, adv, lovingly, 11. xii. 51, iv. iii. 49. 
louer, louvre ; a domed turret-like erection 
with lateral openings for the passage of smoke 
or the admission of light, vi. x. 42. 
lowce, louse, Two Lett. p. 639. 
lowe, humble, meek, S. C. July 165. 
lowre, loure, to lour, scowl (Jit, and /‘g'.), 
I. ii. 22 , HI. xii. 24, IV. V. 19, 24. 
lug^a, poles, perches (measure of land), 1 1. x. 1 1 . 
luminlng, pres. part, illumining, H. Love 
280. 

lumpish, heavy, clumsy, dull, 1. i. 43, in. iv. 

61. 

lurdane » /«<«•/.« fcvcr-lurdan, laziness, S. C. 

P- 447- 

luikiahneMe, iaxiness, slothfulness, vi. i. 35. 
luat, desire, 11. ii. 39, iv. 1. 34, iv. 44, xi. 51 ; 
pleasure, v. xi. 31. 

loft, vft., pres, to please, choose, ii. vii. 1 1 ; to 
desire, wish for, S. C. Nov. 21. luat, pret. 
wished, V. iii. 6, viii. 2a. Cf. liat 
luater, lustre, brightness, v. xi. 58, 
luatihll, vigorous, lusty, iS*. C. Jan. 37. 
loatihede, -head, -yhed, luatie head, 
Ittstfiilness, libidinousneis, pleasure, 1. ii. 3, 
S, C. May 42, 204, Oet. 51 ; lustiness, 


energy, vigour, 111. x. 45, vii. vii. 33, Muiop. 
54, Epith. 22. 

luatlease, feeble, listless, i. iv. 20, 111. iv. 56, 
VI. i. 35 i S. C. Feb. 78. 
lusty, beautiful, pleasant, S. C. Feb. 131. 
lybicke, Libyan; belonging to Libya, the 
ancient name of a large country in North 
Africa, II. ii. 22. 

lymiter, a friar licensed to beg within certain 
limits, Hubberd 85. 

lynage, lineage, i. i. 5. Cf. lignage. 
lynce, lynx, 11. xi. 8. 

lythe, pliant, supple, S. C. Feb, 74, Gnat 221. 
M 

M.OA, pi^eudonym^ Clout 523. 
maoe, sceptre, ii. x. 4. 
macerate, to fret, vex, Gnat 94. 
madding, ppl. adj. foolish, frenzied, S. C, 
Apr. 25, July 87. 

m&de, ppl. adj. artificial, Muiop. 166. 
mage, magician, iii. hi. 14. 
magnea atone, magnet, 11. xh. 4. 
magnifteke, renowned, glorious, v. Ptol. 11, 
p. 410. 

magnify, to become greater (rejl.), v. viu. 1 7 ; 
to praise, Teares 324. magniflde, pret, 
glorified, iii. vn. 31 ; pa. pari. vn. vi. 26. 
Mahoune, Mahomet, iv, viii. 44. 
maiden-headed, bearing a representation of 
the Virgin Mary, iv. iv. 1 7. 
mailes, mail-armour (composed of interlaced 
rings or overlapping plates), iv. ii. 17, v. v. 3, 
maine, mayne, force, i. vii. ii, viii. 7, 11, 
XI. 15, IV. iv. 18,44; Hn vii. 34, viii. 

51 ; adj., ocean m. = ocean, iv. v. 45. 
mainly, maynly, strongly, violently, 1. vii. 
12, III. i. 21. 

mainaheat, mainsail, v. xii. iS. 
maintaine, maintaine, to uphuld (a quarrel); 
to back up, VI. vi. 35. 

main-, mayntenaunoe, condition of life or 
subsistence, iii. vii. 59; deportment, behaviour, 
S.C.Sept. 169. 

maiaterdome, mayater-, masterful bchavioui, 

IV. i. 46; mastery, victory, v. 11. 15. 
maisterie, supenor force, in. i. 25; plur. 

feats of strength, vi. ix. 43; skewes mayt^ 
/fries - performs wonderful feats, 11. vi. I. 
maiatring, nusytt-, ppl, adj. controlling, lu 

V. a. 111. vii. 2, IV. ix. 2 ; superior, v. xiu 38, 
H. Beautie 214. 

make, tb, companion, mate, i. vii. 7, iii.xi. s, 
xii. 40, IV. iL 30, VI. viii. 33, Past, Aeglogne 
18, Past, Elegie 178, E^k. 87, 
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make, «6. to compote mtei, S, C. Apr, 19, 
Jum 82. making^ vM. th, poetic compotition, 
S,C, p. 416, Clout |88. 
maleiloei, evil deeds, Huhherd 1 1 54. 
malengine, deceit, iii. i. 53. 
malioing, prtt, part. vi. x, 39 ; malioed, 
pret,, Muiop, 157 ; maliat, pa, port.^ H, j 
Lmt 338 : to re^rd with nulKc, to envy. 1 
maligne, to grudge, envy, iii. iv. 39, v. vin. I 
18 ; to ipeak evil of, vh ix. 45. 

a (wooden) club, mallet, 1. viu 51, iv 

V. 43. 

mall, v6. to knock down, v. xi. 8. 
maltalent, ill will, malevolence, in. iv. 61. 
mand, pa, part, filled up with men, vi. xi 
46. 

maziner, custom, behaviour, vi. 1. 37 ; all m. «• 
all kinds of, iv. x, 7. 

Uansilia, puudonym^ Clout 508. 
mantle, to spread one wing and then the otlier 
over the corresponding outstretched leg for 
cxcrasc, vi. ii. 32, i^lwor. Son. 72 {/ig.) 
many, manie, multitude, company, 1. xn 9, 

III. IX. 11 , xii. 23, IV. x t. 18, V. XI. 3, 65. 
S. C. May 23, Hubbtrd 11 94. 

mard, prtt. marred, destroyed, 111. 1. 30; pa. 
part, spoilt, HI. x. 31, S. C. yan. 24. 
marge, margin, edge, 11. v. 6, iv. viii. 61. 
margent, margin, edge, 11. xn. 63, iii. iv. 34, 
V. X. 3. 

Marian, puudouymf Clout 505. 
mariahea, marshes, v. x. 33. 
marke, a coin value 135. 4^/., iv, iv. 15, 
markewhite, bullWyc of a target v 

V. 35. 

marie, earth, 11. xi. 33. 

Marts Mars, 1. Prol. 3. 
mart’, traffic, profit, S. C. Sept. 37 ; tnar ome\ 
martf lit. spoil one’s trade, luiii one, i. lu. 
FJegti IJ2. 

martelled, prtt. hammered, iii. vii. 42. 
martyreat, tormentest, affiictest, iv. vii, 3. 
martyriae, to make a martyr of (Zra/i*/.;, 
Clout 473. 

maruaile, to wonder, marvel, vi. vi. 9. 
maake, to disguise oneself, itself (as with 
z mask), 1. vi. 1, S, C. yan, 34, 19, 

to conceal, in. iii. 51; to take part in a 
(Jg.\ Tearet iSo. maaking, //f. 
adj. as if forming a masque, in. xii. 26. 
ma^er, one who takes part in a masque, iir 
xn. 6; iramf, deceiver, R. T, 303. 
maaadm, tb. and v6. 111. in. 35, xi. 29, vit. 
vii. igtAmor, Son. lo. 
maaia* wealth, in. ix. 4; plaitic sobitance, 

IV. I. 39. 


maaaapenie, tit. an offering of mesney mad« 
at Mass, S, C, p, 443 (attrH,). 
maaay, -ia, heavy, solid, 111. in, 57. 
maat, fruit of trees used as food for swine, 
S. C. Feb. 109. 

matoblaaaa, odd, not a pair, iv. i. 38. 
mate, sb. fellow, 11. 11. 8. 
mate, vh, to overcome, confound, iv* viii. 17; 
pa, part, i, ix. 13. Ci. amata. 
mattlna, morning song (ol a bird), Kptlk, 
80. 

maugra, maulgra, maugar, in spite of, iv. 

I. 48, VII. vn. 17, S, ('. Nov. 163, Hutbent 
H16; unwillingly, reluctantly, 111. v. 7^ xi. 17, 
V. i. 39; a curse iqx>n| 11. v. 13, iii. iv. 39. 

mauia, thrush, Amor. Son. 85, Plpilk, 81. 
may, maiden, S. C, Nov, 39. 
maydanhaad, firitfruits, S, C. p. 418. 
may 'game, laughnig'iHxk, object t>f ridicule, 

V. \n. 40. 

maad, maied, maade, prtt. wondered, iv. 
IX. II; pa. pari, siiiptfied, bewildered, iv. 
i. 43, Bellay 107 , //>/. adj. iv. vi. 37, v. vm. 

maae, bewilderment, stupor, iv. iv. iH. 
maaeful, bewildering, conloundmg, Epitk, 190. 
mater, (1) a hard wood (properly maplt)uied 

as a material for drinking cups : maur boiWe, 

II. XII. 49; (3) a bowl or dnnking-cup made 
of such wood^ S, C, Aug, 36. 

maiia, like a mate, S. C, Dec. 35. 
mcalt'th, melieth, i. ix. 31, 
meana, ib. medium, average, middling con* 
dition, I), VII. 16, VI. IX. 11, z. 37r 
86; middle part in a musical composition, 
alto or tenor (/g”.), n. *ii. 33 5 nieani, tii. 
XII. 40 ; in the in. in the mcanliine, 11. i. 58; 
middle m. - medium, vii, vii. 33 ; bymeanet*^ 
l»ccausc of, on account of, vi. viii. 33* 
maane, adj. ordinary, middling, 111. i. 33. 
meaneata, •neaae, humble birth, iv. vn. 16, 

VI. iiu 7. 

meaner, one who intends or purjHiscs, IH. v, 

ineaneth, iiiieiidcth, iv. vi. 6. 
meanly, lairly, mo<lerately, Jiubberd 397. 
mear'd, pre/. bounded, R,R. 296. 
meare, tb. boundary, in. ix. 46 (3) {lit. and 

Ml r. f.3. 

metre, adj, pure, n. xi. 34. 
meaeure moderation, vi. vtii. 43, xi. 14* 
meMore •, song, melody, Tearet 547. 
meaeured, pret, proportioned, adjusted, ii. zii. 

33* 

meaeoreleate, boundless, Tearet 516. 
meawee, sea-gulls, 11. xii. 8. 
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medaBwart, raeadow-iweet {Spiraa Ulmaria), 
II. viii. 20. 

medioynd, pa. part, cured, healed, Clout 877. 
medle« to mix, mingle, & C. Aug^ 144. 
medling, pre^ part. n. i. 61. medled, 
pret.f S. C. May 263; pa. pari.f S, C. Apr. 
68 . 

meed» *6, reward, gain, 1. ii. 37, vii. 23, v. 
Pfol. 3, xi. 61, R. T. 398; booty, gain, 1. 
vii. 14; requital, v. ix. 42, Huhberd 331. 
meere, perfect, Misc, Sonn iii. Cf. meare,o^. 
xxaeet, pb, to be in accord, blend, 11. xii. 71. 
meet, adj. proper, 1. xii. 39, ii. xii. 71. 
meiger, thin, iv. viti. 1 2. 
meint, meynt, pa, part, joined in marriage, 
m. xi. 36; mingled, mixed, S, C. Nov, 203 ; 
prtt, mingled, S, C, July 84. Cf. meot^ 
melampode, black hellebore, S, C. July 85, 
106. 

melincholioke, v. vi. 19. 
melinoholie, •j, iv. vi. 2, viL 38, v. vii. 17. 
mail, to meddle, i. i. 30, vii. vii. 9 ; to mix 
together (iVi/r.), v. ix. i. melllng, vbl, sb. 
interference, meddling, v. xii. 35, S. C, July 
208. 

member, limb, m. iv. 37. 
memories, services for the dead, Hubberd 454. 
menage, >6. handling, control, iii. xiu 22, 
p. 410. 

menage, vh. to handle (a horse), i. vii. 37 ; 
(a rod, weapons), ii. ii. 18, iv, 8, ix. 37; to 
control, VI. ix. 4(^ H, BtautU 194. 
mendofl, amends, reparation, lu i. 30. 
menep ^h, means, r. ix, 43, vi. vi. 9. Cf. 
meene, ib. 

ment s intended, purposed, meant, prtt, ii. iii. 
IX, III. xii. 33, V. ix. JO, VI. vii. 39; pa, part. 
V. ix. 7. 

ment \ po. joined, mixed, mingled, i. ii.l 
5, y. v. 12 , VI. vi, 37. 
meroUble, merciful, S. C. Stpt, 1 74. 
meroie,«7, pardon, ii. i. 27; favour, ii. v. 18. 
meroiflde, pa, part, pitied, vi. vii. 33. i 
meroileaae, ebtaining no mercy, iv. viu. 64. 
bleriflure, puudonym^ Clout 389. 
merimake, merry-, merry-making, festivity, 
It. vi. 3 1 , V. X. 19, S, C. May 15, Nov 9. 
meriment, joy, merrymaking, in. 1. 57, iv. 
ii. 5, Clout 30, 

merueile, vb. to marvel, wonder, ir, vi. 30. 
msfj, pleasant, delightful, charming, 1. x. 61, 
Proik. 138; sweet, having a pleasant voice, 

11. V. 31* 

meepriae, -prise \ contempt, scorn, insolence, 
11. vii. 39, III. ix. ^ iv» iv. 1 1. 

]|le•prise^ mistake, 11. xii. 19, 


met, meet, fitting, vi, viii. 45, 
Metaposoopus, Thru Lift. p. 631. 
mettall, mettle, quality, Thru Lott. p. 610. 
mew, -e, sb. deti, secret place, 1. v, 30, 11. vii 
19, V. ix. 14, Amor. Son. 80; prison, place 
of coofinement, it. v. 37, Bellay lio. 
mew, vb. to shut up, confine, 111. ix. 5 ; pa, 
part. II. iii. 34. 

iniokle, much, great, ii. i. 6, iv. 7, iii. iv. 30, 
ix. 53 » S. C. July 16, Hubberd 944. 
mid, middle, midst, iv. ii. 48. 
middeet, adj. most central, in the middle, 
1. iv. 15, 11. li. 13 ; sb. midst, middle, iv. iv. 
44. »'• > 6 . P- 408- 

mieue, to move, affect, iv. xii. 36. 
militant, engaged in warfare, 11. viii. 2. 
mincing, p/)/. adj. affected, ii. ii, 37. 
mind, to bring to mind, 11. ii. 10; to intend, 
contemplate, wish, 11. iv. 40, S.C. p. 430. 
mineon, mistress, paramour, ii. ii, 37. 
xninlme, a musical note, minim {trans/), vi. 
X. 38. 

mlnimente, things with which a person is 
provided, articles, iv. viii. 6. 
mlnisht, ppl, adj. diminished, i. xi. 43. 
minister, to provide, furnish, iti. vi. 9. min- 
istered, pret.^ Gnat 505. 
mirke, dark, obscure, S, C. Sept. 103. 
mirkesome, dark, obscure, 1. v. a8. 
mirrhour, mirror, i. iv. 10. 
mis, to lack, ii. lii. 39 ; to go wrong, err, n 
iii. 40, HI. ix. 3 . 

misauised, ppl. adj ill-advised, nr. ii. 9. 
misaymed, ppl. adj. badly airmed, r. viii. 8, 
miscall, to revile, abuse, iv. viii. 34. 
misohalenge, wrong challenge, iv. iii. 1 1. 
misebanoe, unhappineu, CUrnt 437. 
misohidfe, misohlefe, mbfortune, iii. x. 18, 
V* viii. 7. 

misobieuous, in. vi. 14, iv. vi. 3, v. vi. 31. 
misoonoeipt, misconception, tv. vi. 3. 
misoounselled, ppl. adj. ill-advised, Hubbtrd 
138. 

miscreant, -aunt, wretch, villain, 1. v. 13, 
vi. 41. 

mismate, pa. part, wrongly created, 11. x. 
38. miswat^ ppl. adj. misshapen, mis- 
fbrmed, 11. vii. 43. 

miscreaoxxce, false faith, 11. viii. 51, C. 
Afcy 91. 

misdeem#, to form an unfavourable judgement 
of, think evil of, 1. vii. 49 ; miadempt, pa. 
part. III* X. 39: to have a wrong opinion 
about, misjudge, i. xL 55, vi. Prol 4, HiAberd 
375* misdeeming, ppl, adj, dark, nspi* 
ciotts, 1. ii. 3 ; vbl. sb. misjudging, 1. it, t. 
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nlfdoMTit uDdcMrvtDgneM, vi. i. i a. 
mitdidy /r#/. did wrong, tv. iv. 27. 
mifdiot, improper fceoing, 1. iv. 23, 11, it, 1 2. 
mifdisbt, fHiL par/. iU^thcd(/^.), v. vii. 37, | 
miidoima, to miido, do wrong, in. ix. 7. 
xniadoubtinc, frti, part^ feanng, •utprcimg, j 
vu IV. 47, XI. 43, 1 

miser, wretch, 11. i. 8, 111. 8. 
misfare» mif>hip, misfortune, iv. v. 30, vt. 1, i 
viii. 5, 27, xii, 1 2, V. xi. ^8, VI. iii. 24, xii. 14. < 
misfsring. v6/. »6. wron^oing, Clout 758. 
misfeigning, fcigumg with an evil inteutiou, 
I. 111. 40. 

xnisgone, pa, pari, gone «itr ay, S, C. Jtdy 201 . 
miagotten* pp/. adj. ilUgotten, vu 1. 18. 
miagouenusunoe. misnunagrment, nucu^c, 
S, C* May 90; misbehaviour, S» C. Aou. 4. 
miagujde, li^.wrongdoing, trespass ,//.JLow j 44. 
misguyde, vb. to misdirect, vi. iii. 47. 
mialiAppen, to happen amiss, 1. iti. 20. 
miahept, ppl, adj. misshapen, iti. vii. 22. 
mlainteDded, ppl. adj. maliciously aimed, 
almor. Sun. 16. 
mialeeke, to ditlike, v, ii. 49. 
znlsUke, to disapprove of, H, C, May 1621 
to be ilUpleasiiig to, in. viiu 51. 
mialiue, to li\e a bad life, S. C. May 87. 
miaregard, lack ol care, iv. viii. 29. 
minay, •«, to speak wrongiy, say what is 
wrong, S, C. Sept. 2 ; pa. part, mlaaayd, vi. 
Ill a ; to speak evil of, abuse, S. C. Sipt. J 06 ; 
pa, part, i^aaayd, rv. vi. 27. 
misaeeme, to nuibccome, 111. iii. 53, viii. 26, 
huhherd 804. 

miiseeming, pp/. aij. unseemly, 1. ix. 23, it. 
ii. 31 ; yM. %b. false ^ow, 1. vii. 5a 
mia>ahepe, deformity, v. xii. 29. 
mlaahapoD, /p/. ad;, deformed, 11. xi. 8. 
miaaing, pres. part, failing, iv. xi. 2. 
jniateke, to imagine erroneously, iv. viii. 55 , 
prti. zniatooke, iii. xi. 13; niialooko, pr#/. 
fell upon grievously, v. viii. 8. 
mister, myater,(what, such) kind or sort of, 
1. ix, 23, 111. V. 5, IV, vii. 10, III. 22, VI. XI. 
39, S, C, July 201, Sept. 103. 
misthought, wrung opinion, iv. viii. 38. 
mis'trayxied, pa. part, misled, v. xu 54. 
miatreth, is necessary, iii. viu 51. 
mUoagge, abuse, S, C. July 184. 
ixiisWAndred,p//. ad;, gone astray, iii. vii. 18. 
mifweene, to have a wrong opinion, think 
wrongly, li. ProL 3, Pa*t, Elegit lot. ftila- 
wean^d, pa. part, misuken, v. viii. 46. 
miaweenlng, ubL th. misjudgement, i. iv. i. 
miairsnd, to to iitray Mwbbtrd 128. 
aiaweat, ppu a 4 j, iv. v. 30. 
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miasle, to nun in line drops, to dristie, S, C* 
Aov. 208. 

mg, moe, more, u ix. 44, in. xi. 45, iv. i. 24 : 
otMer m. m many others, S. C, May 68. 
moohell, much, S. C. Fib, 109, Aug. 13. 
Cf. muohelL 

mooke, act of derision, S, C, itOi Nterlsi^ 
and motors « derisive gestures, vu riu 49* 
mode, wrath, iv. iv. 5. 
mold S mole, spot on the skin, vi. xii. 7. 
mold ', see mould. 

moldwarpe, -0, mole, Clout 763, Love 182. 
mollify, to melt, soiien (/i/.),il mar. Son. 32 
po. part, molliflde, in. vi. 7. moUUlda, 
pa. pari, rendered less obdurate, iv. xii. 1 3. 
molt, pnt. melted, ii. v. 8. moltois, ppl, 
adj. * dissolved* in emotion, Goat 245. 
moly, a heib of the liliaceous genus Allium^ 
Amor. Son. 26. 
mome, blockhead, vii. vi. 49. 

I momutora, monastery, vi. xii. 23. 
mono, lb. plea, ni. ix. 13; grief, vu v. 4; 
lamentation, S. C. Afr. 89 (maii#i M.), 
Team 6. 

mone, ub. to bewail, bemoan, 1. iv. 49, Teatm 

293. 

monlmani, trace, something serving to iden* 
tify, 1. V. 38, V. vm. 43, Gnat 3^; mark, 
hgure, n. vii. 5, xli, 80; recotd, n. ix. 591 
token, memorul, v. viii. 45. 
monoooroa. a fish with a * horn \ as a saw»fiih, 
sword-fish, or narwhal, 11. xii. 23. 
monsliaa, to supply with x moral, u Prol. t. 
morea*, roots, plants, viu vii 10. 

Morea’, Moors, vi. vii. 43. 
morion, -an, a kind of helmet, without 
benvcr or visor, woni by soldiers in the 1 6th 
and 17th c., VII. vn. 28, Afaiop. 322, Bellay 
201, J?p/grfluii p. 608. 

moriah, mooriah, swampy, marshy, iv. xi. 
39, Gnat 3 fi I . 

morrow, morow, -a, morning, iii, xii. a8, v 
hu S. C, March 3, 46, ATt^ 19. 
morUlity, mortal eiustence; the etCtte of 
^ morul man, u x. 1. 

I mortall, deadly, ii. iii. 22. 

{moat, greatest, iv. xi. 9, vn. vti. 17; mod 
I Ufkat ■» for the most part, 8 . C, July 46, 8ejH. 
10^ Clout 757. 

mot, mote, pm. may, n. I 33, vi. viii. 46, 
X. 3, Dajhn. 265; prei. ting, might, could, 
I. H. 29, lU iii. 18, IV. ii. 8, vii 47, v. viii 36; 
moten, plur, iii. vi. 31 ; must, ni. x. 7, v. 
viii. 5. 

motioned, pc, pert* propoiad, luggeil^ 
Huhherd 123. 
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mott, pTit, measured, appraised. Clout 365. 
moughtS prtt, might, could, 1. i. 4a, in. x. 

18, r. ix. 34, S. C. March 53. 
mought*, nmit, S, C, p. 416, May 74, 157, 
July 153. ' 33 - 

mould, dross, vi. ix. 33. 
mould, mold, sb} form, shape, 1. 11. 39, vti. 
36, III. ii. 35, IV. ii. 41 ; structure, 1. iv. 5, 
vii. 33; bodily shape, body, 11. vii. 42; 
stature, iv. x. 10. 

mould, vb. to moulder n. m. 4I. 

mount, mound, Gnat 660, 686, Clont 384. 
mountenanoe, space, distance, extent, m. viii. 
18, xi. ao, V. VI. 36. 

mouth’d, ppL adj» having a mouth, 11. xi. 1 3. 
moue, to attempt, propose, iv. ix. 31 ; moxud 
ipitch » spoke, VI. in. 14. 
mowes, grimaces, vi. vii. 49. 
moyity, half, 11. xn. 31. ! 

moyle, to dehle, //. Love 220. 
moyatie, damp, vi. ix. 13. 
muohell, much, great, 1. iv. 46, vt. 30, in. 
vii. 3a, X. 31. Ct. mickle, 
mum, not a word, iv. vii. 44. 
mumming, vhl, ib. masking, Huhberd 802. 
muniflence, fortitkation, defence, 11. x. 15. 
mured, prtt, blocked up, closed, vi. xn. 34. 
murrins, plagues, diseases, 111. 111. xo. 
murther, to kill, murder, vi. vi. 26. 
muse, s6. wonderment, i. xn. 29. 
muse, vb. to wonder, n. 1. 19. 
musioall, music, S, C. May 28. 
must, new wine, vii. vn. 39. 
msrsterie, trade, profession, Hubbercl 2 2 1. 

N 

name, quality, reputation, i. xn. 13. 
namely, particularly, above all, vii, vn. 48. 
napron, apron, v. v. 20. 
narre, nearer, ly. C. jiwfy 97 ; near,tlosc, iv. /C. 
JI3. 

naa, has not, S, C. May 61. 
nathemoe, ii. iv. 8 ; nathemore, i. vm. 13, 
ix. 25, II. V. 8 , III, V. 22, IV. V. 20, VI. XII. 32 : 
never the more. 

nathlesse, nathe-, -les, uaytheles, never- 
theleM, Qone the less, ii. i. 5, 22, v. 6, iii. i. 
55, IV. V. 20, VI. 38, Hubbtrd 375, 1073, 
Btauiii 159. 

nation, class, kind (of animals^ 11. xii. 36; 
trwiisAsui/iOM A anima 1 creat lon.Pa v/. . 

natiue, natural, 11. iv. i, v. vi. 27. 
natdro, vi. via. 41. 
ngyt if nay m \( not, Dapkn, 130. 
naythles, tt* nathlesse. 


ne,nor,not,i. I 22, vi.i,iii.iv. 56,p.4i3, 5 .C. 
May 152, Nw. 19; nv . • . ntm neither . . . 
nor, I. VI. II. 

Nettra, Clout 524. 

neat, cattle, vi. ix. 4. 
neate, clear, bright, Gnat 119. 
neatheard, one who looks after cattle, S. C. 
Aug. Arg. 5. 

needments, necessaries, i. i. 6, vi. 35, Clout 

195. 

neesing, vbl. sb. sneezing. Three Lttt. p. 615 ; 

(Jig ) P- 618. 

neglect, pa. part, neglected, Thest. 96, 
nempt, pa. pari, named, called, 111. x. 29. 
nephew, descendant, grandchild, l. v. 22, ll. 

vin. 29. 111. IV. 22, R. R. 104. 
nest, lodging, retreat, iv. v. 32, vi.xi. 42. 
net, pure, clean. 111. xn. 20, vi. viii. 45. Cf. 
neate. 

nethelesse, nevertheless, S. C. pp. 418, 419. 
Cf nathlesse. 
nether, no one. v. vi. 35. 
new, anew, again, v. 11. 36; 0/ new ^ovet 
again, afresh, vi. xi. 43. 
newell, novelty, S.C. May 276. 
nowfanglenesse, novelty of fashion, inno- 
vation, 1. IV. 25, Hubberd 675. 
nice, fastidious, particular, iv. x. 22, vd. ix. 7 ; 
nicer = too fastidious, l, viiL 40. 
nicely, cautiously, gently, iii. xii. lo. 
nioenesse, luxury, cffcniinacy, iv, viii, 27, 
nioetie, -itee, reserve, coyness, 1. x. 7, 11. li. 3. 
uigardise, niggardliness, meanness, iv. vm. 15, 
S. C. p. 458. 

nigheth, approaches, S.C. March 4. Cf. nye. 
nighly, niggardly, sparingly, S. C. July 171, 
ni*ll, nill, will not, i, ix. 15, 11. vn. 32, m. v. 
II, XI. 14, S.C. May 131, 151 ; will or 
mZ/o willing or unwilling, 1. iii. 43. willed 
or Billed, prel. were willing or unwilling, iv. 
vii. 16. 

nimblesse, nimblcness, v. ix. 29. 
nip, to slander, Hubberd 712. 
ms, nys, is not, S. C, May 144, June 19, Aug. 
38, Nov. 9. 

noblesse, nobility, i. vin. 26. 
nominate, to name, designate, 1. x. 64. 
nonce, nones ; for {the) «.*» for the purpose, 
but used as a metrial tag or stop-gap, Bellay 
74, Three Lett, p, 626. 

noriture, nour-, nurture, upbringing, i. ix. 
3 , II. iii. 2 . 

Norueysea, Norwegians, iii. lii. 33. 
nosethrill, noitnl, i. xi. 22, iii.ix. 22, xi. 41. 
note, no'te, know not, i. xii. 7, S, C. Sept, 
llo; cannot, II. Proi. 4; could, might net, 
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lU ir. 15. vii. 39, 111. iii. 50, fi. 40, xii. 26, 
IT. xiL 30 , T. iii. 7. 

nothing, adv, not at all, i. It. 4, 11. vi. 15. 
notifide, pa. parL proclaimed, known, iii. iii. 


nought, adj. bad, utclcM, n. ix. 32. 
nould, would not, 1. vi. 1 7, v. viu, 41 , vi. ni. 
26, viu 36, S. C. Fih. 192, 199. 
noule, head, vii. vii. 39. 
nouroe, -ico, nurse C. May 1 18, /J. T. 

169. 

noursle, to tram, foster, rear, vi. iv. 35 ; prti 
I. vi. 23, V. 1. 6. 

nonnling, nursling ; object of a nurse's tare 
Orans/.), 11, vu’u ao, Ttares 564, Gnat i.sj, 
K. R . 299. 

nourtfOd, pa. part, trame*!, »k lied, P(nf. 
Elegu 71. 

nouuell, to tram, foster {jig. , -V. p. 443 
Cf. nounle. 

noUBling, pres, part,^ Clout 763 ; /// adj 
IT. xi, 33 ; burrowing, 
nouolla, news, S. C. Feh. 95. 
noy, to annoy, vex, grieve, Two Ltlt. p. 643. 
uoyd,/rvr. 1. x, 24, xi. 45. 
noyanoe, annoyance, noxiousness, 1. 1. 33*'*'* 


xiu 2. 

Noyes, Noah’s, 11. x. 15. 
noyous, troublesome, harmful, noxious, 1. s 
45,viii.40, xi. 50, 11. ix. 32,111. t. 43, Anrvs 

noysomo, harmful, noxious, vi. x, 7, o. r . 
July 23 , R. R. 54. 
nye, to draw near, S. C. May 316. 


0 

oaker, ocher, R. T. 204. 

object, to reproach, accuse, vi. vn. 36. 

dblique, 11. ix. 53. 

obliquid, directed obliquely, vu. vu. 54. 
obsequy, funeral rites, 11. L 60. 
occasions, reasons, 1 1. v. 3 1 ; pretexts, 1 v. x. 1 3. 
oddes, diHerencc, v. Trol. I; advanugc, vi. 
ii. iS. 

of, by, i.ii. 5, >v. 17, V. 8, 23, n. vu. 3 . ix. 1^, 
xn. 31, IV XI 25, V. VIU. 16 ; oil, 6 ’. C. May 
199 ; on, IV. IV. I i. 4. 

Offelf dregs, Kum (fg.), H- m. 8. 
offend, to harm, injure, ii. vin. 8, xii.63, in. 

X.I,TI.1V 35, IX. 6 . 
offer, attempt, v. vin. 42. 
off-scum, scum, refuse (Jig-), vn. vi. 30. 
off-shakt, p<L part, shaken off, ii. xl 33. 
otopring, or^m, source, ii. *. 69, 
on, one, /f. 7 ; 1* 


onely, alone, i. vii. xii. 29, iv. vi. 46, v. 
xi. 30, Daphm.^oy, singly, iv. viii. a8. 
on he^ ahead, Afw'o^. 420. 
ope, open, IV. ni. 46, vi. vi. 19. 
oppresi, pa. part, fallen upon, taken by sur- 
prise, 11. XII. 81. 

or, before, ere, Hubberd 501 ; or . , . or« 
whether ... or, i. vi. 15. 
ordaind, ppl, adj, arrayed, drawn up (of a 
battle), 11. X. 18 ; set up, v. iL I9. 
order, sb. usage, practice, vi. viii. 36 ; pJur, 
ranks, 11. ix. 15. 

order, i'^. to prepare, arrange, n. ix. 31, in.ix. 

1 1 ; part, determined, d. C, p. 433. 
ordinario, archbishop or bishop; one who 
has jurisdiction in ccdctiaHiCMl cases, linbbrrd 
562. 

ordinance, -aunoe, arrangement, 11. ix. 30, 
liubherd i;3; oninance, artillery, It, xi. 14; 
equipment, luMiiiurc, ni. xi. 53; decree, Huh* 
herd 1 1 hi. 

orioaloho, yellow oic or alloy of copper, 
iVirio^, 7>''. 

oriffs, ojicuing of a wound, tv. xii. 23 . 
origane, pUnt ot the genus Onganum^ prob- 
ably Wild Marjoram, i. ii. 40. 
orpine, a suuuleut heibaceoui plant, Sfdum 
TeUphtum^ Muwp, 193. 

Other, one ol the two; left (hand, leg), n.iv. 4, 
\.xii 36; o/Wsome*® somcoihcts,»S’.C’,p. 4 l 7 J 
olhenvhtrif other when m elsewhere, 11. xii. 45, 
vi. XI. 25 ; otkerwhiU$t other whiles « at limes, 
sometimes, in. x. 8, vi. Vii. 49; other , , , 
o/Arr« sonic . . . other, iv. i. 7. 
ought, pm. owned, 1. iv. 39, n. viii, 40, vi. 

VII, 16 ; owed, ni. i. 44. 
out alaaao, cxcl. of grief, aimer, p. 577, 
outbarro, 10 bar out, 11. x. 63. 
out find, to discover, iv. xii. 25. 
outgoo, to exccid, surpass, iv. v. II. 
oulbyrcd,/ci.pnrr. let out for hire, v. Prel,3. 
outlauuched, /a. par/, thrust out, Muiop, 82. 
Cf. launoe, -ch. 

outlearne, to hnd out, elicit, tv. viii. 22. 
outly, outwardly, externally. Thru Lilt, p. 
626. 

outrage, violent outcry, clamour, I, xi. 40; 

want of moderatiOD, excess, 11. ii, 38* 
outragioua, vioicot^ v. xi. 29. 
outraigned, pa, part, reigii^ to the end of, 
II. X. 45. 

outetrained,pa. part, stretched out tightly, 
Gnat 280. 

out ward, to ward off, keep out, v. i. lo- 
outweare, to wear out, away iv. Ik 
oatwora,^ft.,-woniopo./dr/.ipeftt,pi 4 fi 4 
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(time), 111. lii. 39, Amor„ Son. 87; to war 
longer than, S. C. p. 467. 
outwell, to pour forth, 1, I. 31. outwalde, 
prtt.f Gnat 503. 

outwent, prtt. outitripped, v. vili. 4; lur- 
paisrd, S. C. Apr. 16. Cf. outgo, 
out win, to get out of, iv. I. 30. 
outwind, to diientangle, extricate, v. iii. 9. 
outwreitjto draw out, extract (Jig*), 11. iv. 2 3, 
outwrought, pa. part, completed, n. vii. 65. 
onsell, blackbird, Epith. 8a. 
ouar all, in every part, all over, 1. xi. 9, Amor. 
Son. 39 ; everywhere, 1. xi. 46, Hubherd 1 180. 
ouerbore, pret. overthrew, iv. iv. 40. 
oueroame, pret. covered, spread over, 111. vii. 
4 - 

oueroaat, pa. part, covered over, 11. i. 24. Cf. 

ouerkeat. 

OUeTOaught, pret. overtook, iv. vii. 31. 
oueroraw, to exult over, 1. ix. 50 ; pa. pari. 
S.C.Feb. 143. 

overdight, over digbt, pa. part, overspread, 
covered over, ii. vii. 53, iv. vm. 34, Clout 493, 
H, Beautie 93. 

ouer-giue, ouergiue, to give, hand over, 111. 
iii. 41 ; to give up, Huhhtrd 349. 
ouergo, to overcome, v. ii. 7. ouergone, 
pa. part, excelled, S. C, Aug. 128. 
ouergraft, pa. part, overgrown with grass, S. C. 
Sept. 130. 

ouerhaile, to draw over, S. C. Jan. 75. 
ouerhent, /ref. overtook, 11. x. 18, in. v. 25, 
V, iii. 1 1 , X. 36 ; pa. part, overtaken, iii. vii. 
19, V. viii. 4. 

ouerkeat, pret. iii. vi. 10 ; pa. part.., R. T. 457 : 
covered, overspread. Cf. overcaat. 
ouerlade, to overwhelm, v. xii. 19. 
ouerlay, to overwhelm, v. xi. 31. 
ouerlooke, to look over, peruse, in. xii. 36; to 
look af.er, oversee, Hubhnd 279. ouerlookt, 
pa. part, considered, Hubberd 396, 
ouerpaaae, to cause to pass, alleviate, vi. iii. 
14. ouerpaat, pa. part, passed over, i. ii. 
33 - 

ouerplaat, ppl. adj. overhanging, 1. i. 24. 
ouer raught, pa. part, extended over, v. xii. 

30 ; pret. overtook, vi. in. 50. 
ouer-red, prtt. read over, 111. xi. 50. 
ouerran, to oppress, v. ii. 19 ; pret. ouarran, 
V. iv. 44, ouerrun, pa. part, crushed, run 
down, V. xi. 6. 

ouenee, to overlook, fail to see, ft. ix. 44; to 
overlook, look down upon, iv. x. 30 ; to over- 
look, look after, Huhb^ 283. 

(memt, ppl, adj, oppressed, vi. v. 33. 
ontr aide, over the side of, v. vi. 39. 


ouoraight, escape, 1. vi. 1. 
ouen trooke, ^re/. struck above, v. xi. 13. 
ouewwim, to swim over, in. hi. 33. 
ouert, open, in. ix. 46. 
ouorthwart, opposite, iv. x. 51. 
ouerture, open or exposed place, S. C. July 38, 
ouerwent, ouop-went, pret. went over, 
traversed, 111. iv. l8,p. 413; pa. part, over- 
come, overwhelmed, v. viii. 7, S. C. March 2 . 
owohes, gems, jewels, 1. ii. 13, x. 31, 111. iv. 33. 
owe t owe her fall « is bound to fall, R. X.J87. 
owre, ore, 11. vii. 5, iii. iv. 18. 
oyitriges, ostriches, n. xi. 13. 

P 

pace, step, 1. iv. 3 ; place through which one 
passes, tract, in. i. 19. 

pack, vb. to go away, depart, vii. vi. 13 ; go 
pack. Teares 398. 
paoke, sb. biuden, vi. n. 21. 
packed, ppl. adj. heaped up, amassed, S. C. 
P- 44 .^ 

paddocks, toads, S. C. Dec. 70. 

paine, payne, sA. pains, care, i. vi. 33, 11. xi. 

15 ; punnhment, 11. vii. 31 . 
paine, payne, vb. reft to take pains, exert 
oneself, 1. iv. 15, v. xii. 10. paynd, pret. iv. 
VI. 40. 

painefuU, payne-, troublesome, laborious, 
VI. Vii. 35 ; careful, painstaking, Two Lett. p. 

636. 

paint out, to depict, S. C. June 79. 
paire, to impair, i. vii. 41. 

Palemon = Thomas Churchyard, C/o«/ 396. 

, paled *,/>/)/. a(/y. : paled part per part furnished 
or marked with (vertical) stripes ; in heraldry 
paly, VI. li. 6. 

paled adj. fenced in with pales, i. v. 5. 
Palin, pseudonym, Clout 392. 
pall, s6. robe, cloak (esp. of rich material), 11. 
.x.37,v.v n,S.C.y.ly 173. 
pall, vb. to subdue, daunt, iv. iv. 5. palled, 
ppl, adj. enfeebled. Pa t. Elegie 163. 
pfiiled, ? pallid, Past. Elegie 163. 
panachsB^ a reputed herb of healing virtue; 
all-heal, in. v. 32. 

panoe, paunce, pawnee, pansy, 111. 1. 36, xi. 
37, 5 . C. Apr. 142. 
panguee, pangs, ni. xi. 44. 
pannikell, brain-pan, skull, iii. v. 33. 
paragon, equal, maich, in. ii. 13, iv. ix. 11, 
VI. ix. 1 1, Clout 451 ; emulation, comparison, 
III. iii. 54, ix. 3 , IV. V. 9, V. iii. 34, Muiop. 374, 
Clout 344 , A mar. Son. 66 ; mate, odmpanioD, 
1 ^- i- 33 > S. C. p. 458 ; consort in marriage, rr. 
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h 43 i or mod«l of lupienie excellence, 

VI. i. I, Clout 548 ; rival, competitor, Hubbtrd 
1026. 

paramour, lover, i. i, 9 iv. v. 5, S, C. 
^Pr. 139, Gnat 678 ; rival, vi, u.39. 
parauaunt, -ant, before, III. ii. 16; in front, 
vi.x. 15; pre-eminently, Clout 941. 
Vftrbreake, vomit, i. i. 20. 
parcell, part, //. Btautu 105. 
pardale, panther or leopard, 1. vi. 26. 
parentage, parent, 11. x. 27. 
parget, onumenial wnik m plaster on a wall, 
ceiling, &c., liellay 23, P.ptgranti p. 607. 
part, ib. side, v. vii. 3, vi. vin. 40 ; plur. con- 
duct, habits, v. ix. 2, vi. v. 33 ; part per pari, 
VI. ii. 6 (^ee paled). 

part, vb, to share, divide, iii. ix. 43, S. C. Apr. 

* 53 * P&rted, prtl. departed, 1. m. 22. 
partake, to share (a thing) uith another, 
V. XI. 32; to make a sharer 0/, 11. is. 20, 

? to carry through (a purpose), 111. ni 25,v.i, 
(pertake). 

particularities, particulars, Tkretlett. p.6i8. 

parture, departure, in. viii. 46. 

party, side, iv, jv 20, vi i. 19 

pas, passe, to surpass, excel, 1. iv. 1 1 , n. vi. 25. 

’ 111 . IV. 23, IX 50, IV. tl. 2, V. 111 . 1 7, X. 3, VI. X 

5, S. C, June 74, Aug. 10 ; to disregard, take 
no notice. 11. vi. 37 ; to care, reck, Hubberd 
* • 50 » h “ about, regard ; to be be- 
yond, Clout 8375 port, suipassitig, H 
Beauite 70; ppl. adj i. x. 24, 31, Clormda 
100. 

passant, {her) walking, looking towards the 
dexter side, with three paws on the ground and 
the dexter fore-paw raised, 111. 1. 4. 
passion, sorrow, grief, i 11. 26, iv. vtii 3. 
passionate, adj. that moves to compassion, 
pitiful. Clout 427: 

passionate,!/^, to express with feeling, 1 xii, 16 
passioned, /a part, expressed with leeling, iii 
x,i.4. 

pastor, -cure, shephern, S.C. Sept. 140, 
tlegie 9, p 409. 
pasture, lood, iii.x. 59. 
patcheries, things made of patches or frag- 
nienis {Jig.), Three I^tt. p. 632. 
patience, a ipectci of dock, called by old her- 
balist! PatinUia {»Rumex Paiteniia, Linn, , 
Crtfl/ 678. 

^tronage, defence, n. vm. 26. 
k^tronesse, female protector, 1. x 44, 
paulting, paw-, trifling, paltry, Three Lett. 
pp. 619, 629. 

paund, pawnd, pa. part, pawned, pledged 
IV. iii. 3, S. C. Sept. 95. 
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pauiliooa, tents, tabernacles, S. C. p.420. 
pauone, peacock, in. xi. 47. 
pawnee, see panoe. 
paynim, pagan, 1. iv. 41. 
payed, pa. part, poised, 11. x. 5. Cf. peise. 
pealing, /rer. part, appealing, vn, vii. Arg. 
peare, pore, peer, equal, 11. iv. 18; com- 
panion, v. 1. 6, VI. 11. 31 ; rival, Worldi yam- 
He 75. 

pearling, pere-, pre\. part, forming pearl- 
hke drops, Clout 507 ; ppl. adj., Epitk. 1 55. 
peasant, alinb. base, vi. lii. 31, 
pease, j^ea; not worth a peasemof no value, 
.S’. C. Oct. 69. 

pease, blow, iii.n 20. Cf. peise. 
peece, piece of work, structure, 1. x. 59 ; (of s 
fortress, or stronghold), 11. xi. I4, 111. x lo, v. 
II. 21 ; (of a sca-vcsiel\ n. xii. 44. 
peeced, ppl. adj. pieced, imperfect, S. C. Oct, 

peeretree, pear-tree, S C March 11 1 
peeuishnesse, lolly, iserverse conduct, vi. vii, 
37 - 

peinot, to paint, ^ 9 . C. Feb i 2 1 . 
peise, -te, to balance, weigh, v. ii , to preti 
downwards by its weight, Clout 849. 
pele, peal, v. ix. 39. 

pelfe, wealth, 11. vii. 7, in. ix. 4, S. C. p. 443. 
pen, to restrain, confine, v, n, 19. pend,/>n. 
pari., S. C. Oct. 72. Cf pent, 
pendant, something hanging (said of foliage 
or fiuit), Elegie 5; plur. ornamenti hanging 
down from a vault or roof, tv. x. 6. 
penie masses, masses at which offerings are 
made, lluhberd 432 Cf masse panle. 
pennes, feathers, i. xl. 10. 
pensifenesse, anxious thought, iv. v 38. 
pcnt,/>a. part, enclosed, v. ix. lo 
peuurie, lack of food, 1. ix. 35, v. v. 22. 
penurious, povcrty-stritken, destitute, v. v, 46. 
perceeble, penetrable, 1 1. 7 
percen, to pierce, 1. vn. 33 
perdie, -y, indeed, verily, truly, rcrtamly, 
interj. i. vi. 42, n, m. 18, ni. x. 7, 39, xi. 24, 

.y C. May 37, Ai,g. lij ; adv. iii 11 27, S. C. 
March 104. 

poregall, equal, .y.C Aug 8. 
p^remptdrie, -y, in. vm. 16, v. ix. 44. 
perflt, perfect, 7 \uo Lett. p. 640. 
perfited, pa, part, perfected. Three Lett. p. 
O26. 

perforce, -forae, of necessity, n. iii, t, S C 

Nov. 121 

perke, pett, .S’. C. Feb. 8. 
perlous, perilous, dangerous, ii.ix. 17,111.1. 19, 
vii. 28, XII. 42, IV. x. 28. 
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pUynd, prtl. 1. 1. 47, nr. r. 44, xi. 35, S.c! 


persant, piercing, i. x. 47, ii. ui. 23; that is 
pierced, in. ix. 20. 

perse, to pierce, r. ix. 48. perst, pa, part. i. 
iii. 1. 

perseline, parsley, Muiop. 199. 
pers^uer, to continue, Amor. Son. 9. pers^- 
uered, -uer’d, prtt. in. xii. 2, iv. x. u. 
personable, handsome, well-made, in. iv. 5. 
personage, reprcsenlalion of a person , mugc, 

11. III. 5, 111 . n. 26, 
pursue, track, 111. v. 28. 
perswade, persuasion, v. x. 25. 
pert, unconcealed, open, S. C. Sept. 162. 
pertake, to endure, iv. vni. 9 
pheere, companion, Tliest. 100. See fere, 
philbert, filbert-tree, Elegie 17 
phill,thc last syllable of ‘Asiropliiir,£/e^re 19 *. 
Philomele, S. C. Nov. 141 ; Philumene, 
Daphn.^'j^ : the nightingale. 

Phyllis, pseudonym, Clout 540 
physnomy, countenance, vn. vii. 5. 
pible stone, pebbles, Gnat 163. 
pickethanks, flatterers, syrophants. Three 
Lett. p. 621. 

pickstrawes, triflers, Three Lett, p 621. 
picturali, pictures, 11. ix. 53. I 

pide, particoloured, dappled, Gnat 250. 
pight, prel. placed, 1. 11. 42 ; pitched, alighted, 
V. vm. 8 ; /la. ^nr/. fixed, placed, set, I vin 37, 
X. 43, xii. 25, in. V. 40, VI. u. 44, S C. Feh. 
106, Dec. 134. 

pill, pil, to rob, plunder, v. 11. 6, vi. x. 5, Hub- 
herd 1 198, R. R. 41S. 
pilloures, pillars, Bellay 43. 
pilldw, 111. IV. 53. 

pinckt, />n. parr ornamented, vi. 11 6. 
pine, pyno, sb. sutrernig, gnel, i. ix. 35, v. v 
2 2 ; laminc, hunger, C. July 24. 
pine, lb. pined, pyn’d, pret. languished, iv. 
xn. 19. ppl.adj. 1. vni. 40, 111. ni. 5a. iv. vii. 
41, pa. part. i x. 48 , exhauiteii or wasted bs 
surtermg or hunger, done to prse ■■ caused to 
die, M. V. 28. 

pinuoed, pa. port, bound, pinioned, v, iv, 22. 
pitch, v6. altitude, elevation, 1. xi. 31 ; extent, 
V. li. 34. 

pitcht,prr/. fixed, fastened, V. n. 19. Cl. pight. 
piteously, compassionately, vi. vii. 37. 
pitifull, compassionate, merciful, n. v. 24. 
pitteous, compassionate, pititui, it x.44. 
pittie, to move to pity, gnese, vi. xn 9. 
place, rank, I v. viu. I4, v. ix. 38 ; m p. - on the 
spot, I. V. 36 ; come tn p. « be present, in. ix. 
26 ; to take p. « to find acceptance, in. ix. 26. 
plaine, to complain, complain oi, 11. in. 1 3, viii. 
19, III. V. 39, XI. 16, VI. vni. 21. playned, 


Jan. 12. 

plaintiflfe, plaintive, v. iv. 40. 
platane, the oriental plane-tree, i. i. 9. 
plaudite, applause, Three Lett. p. 624. 
pleasaunce, -auns, pies-, courtesy, pleasn 
behaviour, i. 11. 30 ; pleasantness, i. iv. 38 
)oy, pleasure, enjoyment, S, C, Jan. Arg. id 
S. C. Feb. 223, Mar. Arg. 3, Amor. Son. 1; 
21, 89; delightful things, S C. May 7 ; pa * 
of a garden laid out ornamentally (plur.), 11. xn 
50. 

pled, pret. pleaded, v. ix. 43. 
plesh, puddle, pool, 11. vni. 36. 
plight, Nt.fold, pleat, II. Ml. 26, ix. 40, v.ix. 
condition, in. 1. I, iv. 1. 38, v. xn. 16, S r 
Apr. 49, Oct. 87 ; health, good condition, mi 
VII. 21, IX. 19; attire, .nrtay, in. xii. 8. 
plight, plighted, pledged, po. par/, v. xi.62; 
pret. S C. Aug. 25. 

plight, vb.'^ pa. part, plaited, woven, n. vi. ‘ 

VI. VII. 43; ppl. adj. pleated, 111. ix. 21. 
plot, map, chart, R.R. 363. 
plough-yrons, coulter and share of a ploug!' 

VII. VII. 35. 

ply, to apply {reft.), in. vii. I2 ; to mov 
toward^ iv. 1. 38. 

poase, to piuzie. Three Lett. p. 618. 
poesie, poesye, poem ; mono or short u 
scription, S.C. pp. 422, 423, 435. 
poCtresse, poetess, Tenrei 576. 
polut, sb, : full p. = full stop, II. X. 68 ; 'A 
por;i/= completely, fully, 1. i. 16, 11. 12;, 
exactly, 111. 11. 16. 

point, vh. to appoint, i. ix. 4I ; pret. iv. vi y. 
51, V. xn. 9, Hubberd III5; pa part. vi. 
Ml. 12 . 

poise, poyse, force, i. xi. 54, v. xii. 21^ 
R. R. 214 ; weight, v. n. 34. 
poke, bag, pouch, iv. vii. 6. 
pollicy, statciraft, i. iv. 12, n. ix. 48, 53, 
39, vn. VI. 6, p. 410. 
pols, levies a tax upon, v, n. 6. 
polygony, plant of the genus Pt^ygouumi 
bnakewood, 111, v. 32. 
poore, to pr'ur, 5 . C. June 80. 
porcpisces, porpoises, Clout 249. 
porphyre, porphyry ; a beautiful hard rockj 
often used poetically to mean granite cl 
marble, A. A. 441. 

port, carnage, bearing, 11. m. 28, in. vni. 4-^ 
Amor. Son. 13, Three Lett. p. 621 {plur.j 
station, rank, in. vn. 15, xi, 46. 
portance, -aunce, carnage, bearing, demean 
our, n. Ill, 5, 21, vii. 41, in. 11. 27, vi. v. Ii 
vn. 6. 
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portend, to (igniry, v. vii. 4. 
porte886i portable breviary, 1. iv. 19. 
portlinewo, itaielincss, dignity, dmor. Son. 5. 
portly, stately, dignified, Amor, Son. 5, 
Epith. 148. 

posaesse, to accomplish, obtain, iii. lii. 51 ; 
to occupy, Muiop. 150. 
post : in p, = ill haste, at express speed, vi. vii. 
35 * 

potshares, potsherds, broken pieces o( earthen- 
ware, VI. 1. 37. 

pottle, measure equal to two quarts, Three 
Lett. p. 615. 

Pouke, I’uck ; an evil spirit or gobhn, also 
called Robin Goodielluw and Hobgoblin, 
Epuk. 34 1 . 

pouldred, /n. pnr/. crushed, powdered, i. vii. 
12 ; ppl. adj. spotted, in. 11. 25 ; reduced t(» 
powder, R. R. 378. 

pounce, claw or talon of a bird of j>rcy, 1. xi. 
19. V. IV. 42. 

pounching, /m. part, poking, prodding, vi, 
11. 22. 

pound : in p. = in a balance, v, n. 36. 
pourtrahed, pn. p>art, drawn, portrayed, 1. 

viii. 33, 11. IX. 33, 111. 1. 34, 
pourtraict, image, representation, likeness, 
II. 111. 22 , xii. 23, 111. I’rol. I, IV. V. 13, 

R R. 346. 

pourtraict, por-, vh. to portray, iv. v. 12, 
p. 407, S. C. p. 417. 

pourtraiture, -ucture, -aicture, image, 
portrait, reprc'enlalion, i, iv. 17, llubbtrd 
611, Daphn. 303, 

pousae, pulse, pease, S. C. Aug. 46. 
powre, to pour, R, T, 131. 
poynant, poiu-, sharp, piercing, 1. vn. 19, 11 
vm, 36, III. I. 5, IV. in. 9. 
practick, -e, crafty, cunning, artful, 1 xii. 34 
11. i. 3, 111.9; skilful, IV. 111. 7, V. VII. 29, V 1. 1.36. 
practise, actions, conduct, in. ni aS, v. vi. 

31 ; artifice, stratagem, Huhberd 
practiz’d, //>/. Of/;, skilled, iv. n 10. pric- 
tiz’d, pa. part, plotted, schemed, v. ix. 41. | 

prancke, vb.^ to fedd, plait, u 14. 
prancke, vb.^ to dress, deck {refl.), 11. 11. 36, 
to show off, II m. 6. 
pranke,s6. evil deed, v. i. 15. 
pray, to take possession of, make prey of, v. 
IV. 14. prayde, /flf. />ar/. captured as booty 

*• 35 - 

preace, -se, '886, multitude, press, crowd, 
I. III. 3, II. vn. 46, III. i. 23, IV. III. 4. IV. 34; 
to put in preace exercisei put in practice, 
S. C. Oct. 7a 

preace, vb. to press, strive, contend, 1. xii. 19 ; 


pret, pressed, thronged, ii. vii, 44;^rfs. part, 
advancing, iv. x. 10, vn. vi. 10. 
precedent, pattern, model, p. 412, 
preeuing, vbl. s 5 . trial, probation, Hubbtrd 

1 366. 

preferro, to promote. Clout 818. prefard, 
pret, prelerred, liked, in. viii. 14; pa, part. 
proferieJ, iv. n, 27. 

preffxt, pa. part, fixed, settled (beforehand), 
V. XI. 40. 

preife, se# priefe. 

preiudice, vb. to influence, Tktee Lett. p. 
6 ; 4 . 

preiudise, s 5 . prognostication, presaging^ 11. 

IX. 49. 

prepenae, to consider, 111. xi. 14. 
prescript, comnund, instruction, Hubherd 
1 261. 

present, immediate, instant, ^ C. p. 447. 
president, precedent, example, v. iv. 2, 
Three Lett. p. 623 

prest, adj. icady; at hand, 11. vm. 28; pre- 
pared, IV. in. 22; adv. quickly, immediately, 
VII. VI, 16. 

pretence, design, intention, 11. iv. 1, v, v, 33, 
viii. 10. 

protend, to attempt, n. xi. 15 ; pa, part, por- 
tended, VI. IV. 10, stietched out, vi. xi. 19. 
preuent, to loicstall, anticipate, /res. part. iv. 

I. 41, VI. vm. 15 ; pret. vi. 1. 38. 
preuio, preuelie, s## priuie, priuely. 
price, >6. value, i. x. 31, Clortnda l(X 7 . 
price, -ae, vb, to pay the price for, pay for, 

I. V. 2O, IX. 37, II. Love 175. priide, pa, 
part, revenged, paid lor, R. T, 1 lO. 

prick, vb. to spur, ride fast, pre\. part. 1. 1. I ; 
pret. II I. 50, V. I. 19. 

pricke, s6 point, pitch, 11. xii. 1 ; target, 
bull’s-eye, S, C. Sept, 122. 
pricket, a buck in its second year, S. C, Dec, 

priefe, experience, 1. vm. 43, 11. i. 48, iv. 28; 
test, trial, I. IX. 17, VI. iv. 34; proved or 
tested power, 1. x. 24 ; pionf, 6. C. Aug, 1 16 . 
preife, trial, Hubherd 408. Cf. proofe. 
prieue, to prove, vj. xn. 18, pa part. v. iv. 
33. Cf. proue. 

prime, spring, spring-time, i. n. 40, vi. 13, 

II. xii. 75, III. VI. 42, VII. vn. 18, 43, S, C, 
Feb. j6, l(>T,Pait, Elegie 47 ; sunriic, morn- 
mg, II. IX. 25 

primitiM, first fruits, Hubherd 518. 
primrose, best, finest, S. C. Feb. 166, Clout 
560. 

principals, the two principal featheri in each 
wing {Jalconry)f S. C. p. 418. 




GLOSSARY. 


708 


principle, beginning, x. xi. 2, 
pried, ppl, adj, with the price fixed, vi. xi. 14. 
prise, 16.* price, vi, xi. 14; worth, valoc, 
R, R, 405. Cf. price, ib. 
prise, *6.* contest, enterprise, vi. viii. 25. 
priuate, personal, particular, Clonnda 89. 
priuely, priuily, -lie, preu-, secretly, 1. v. 
4, r, vii. 14, S, C, May 252, Sept. 160, 
Worldi Vanilii 78. 

priuie, preuie, priue, adj. secret, S. C. 
March 35,//. Beaut te 236; secret, hidden, 
concealed, vi. v. Elegte 179, S.C. Sept. 
162; to make priute^to make cognizant, 
familiar, .S'. C. March 30, Huhherd 70, Three 
Lett. p. 626. 

priuitie, -y, design, plan, iv. v. i ; secret 
thoughts, jv. ix. 19. 
prize, prizde, &ee prioe, vh. 
procure, to endeavour to cause, 11. ii. 32, xii. 
48, V. IX. 39 ; to cause, v. vui. l ; pret, iv. 
XU. 23 ; pa, part, urged, pressed, 111. 1. i , 
pret, induced, prevailed upon, vi. vui. 29. 
prodigious, ominous, portentous, iv. 1. 13. 
profeise, to indicate, vi. vi. to. 
proffer, offer, vi. ix. 33. 
progr^sse, journey, iii. xi. 20. 
protect, to throw, cast, vi. 1, 45. 
prolling, pres, part, prowling, 5 , C. Sept. 160. 
prolong, to postpone, iv. iv. la ; to delay, v. 
xi. I. 

prone, yielding, in. ii. 23. 
proofs, experience, iv. vn. 37, viii. 44 ; effect 
V, iju 42 ; orm’d to p. « with tested weapons ; 
put in tried, Huhherd 1252. 
proper, own, in. li. i, v. iv. 24, R.R. 431 , 
/refer yood« private pro|)crly, v. i, 23. 
propertis, charactenstus, ii. ix. 38. 
pretense, extension, duration, iii. iii. 4. 
protract, duration, length, Amor. Son. 87. 
proue, prooue, to try, te^t, 1. i. 50. in. xli. 
31, IV. vi. 4, VI. xi. 5, Amor. p. 57S ; prei, 

III. i. 60, V. ii. 46; to experience, endure, 
feel, IV. vi. 34, viii. 3, ix. 3 1 ; pret. Clout ^ 664. 

prouokement, provocation, tv. iv. 4. 
prow, brave, in. ni. 28; prowest [iuprrl), 
I. iv. 41, V. 14, II. 111. 15, vui. 18, HI. III. 24. 
prowes, prowess, i. ix. 17. 
proysd, pret. preened, Thest. 1 37. 
prune, to trim or dress the feathers with the 
beak, to preen, 11. in. 36, Teares 40a ; reJI. 
Past, Aeglogue 24. 

pryae, to pay for, iv. xi. 5. Cf. prioe, vb. 
puddle* foul, muddy water, iv. v. 33. 
puissant (2 syll.), mighty, powerful, 1. vi. 45, 

IV. xi. 15. 

pUiasa(u'nce(3sylI.), power, i.ii. i7,iii.xi. 4. 


pumy, pumie stones, pumice stones, n. y. 
30, HI. V. 39, S. C. March 89. pumiee, 
plur. pieces of pumice stone, 
pupillage, minority, ii. x. 64, (fg.) p. 412. 
purchase, sb. acquisition, i. iii. 16 ; booty, 
VI. xi. 12, Hubberd 854, Gnat 591. 
purchase, vb. to obtain, ii. iii. 18 ; to acquire, 
win, v. X. 24. purchast, pret. won, v. vm. 
25, 26. 

purfled, pa. part, decorated with an ornamen- 
tal border, i. 11. 13, 11. iii. 26. 
purport, outward bearing, iii. i. 52. 
purpos, -e, s6. intention, i. ii. 30 ; discourse, 
conversation, i. vii. 38, xii. 13, iii. ii. 4, 
viii. 14, IV. 1. 7 ; S. C. March. Arg. 3 ; plur. 
riddles g»nies, in. x. 8 ; to purpose*^\o the 
purpose, 11. iv. 39; p. was moved m: it was 
suggested, in. ix. 32. 
purpose, vb. to discourse, 11. xii. 16. 
pursuiuant, 'Siuant, follower, attendant, ii. 
vin. 2 ; warrant-officer, Hubberd 565. 
puruay, to provide, ii. iii. 15 (of;, v. xii. 10. 
purueyanoe, provision, 1. xii, 13; prepara- 
tion, management, iii. i. 1 1 ; equipment, in. 
'• 33 , 53 - 

puttock, kite or buzzard, n. xi. 11, v. v, 15, 
xii. 30. 

pyoniugs, vhl, sb, diggings, excavations, n. x. 

63- 

I 0. 

quadrate, rectangle, 11. ix, 22. 
quaile, to become dismayed, i. ix. 49 ; to be- 
come feeble, (ail, in. M. 27; to fade, wither, 
S (\ Nov. 91, quayld, quaild, pa part. 
subdued, overpow-ered, it. iv. I4, ni. viii. 34. 
quaint, queint, fastidious, in. vii. 10; artful, 
IV. 1, 5 ; pretty, iv. x. 22 ; strange, iv. vii. 45, 
S. C. Oct. 1 14 ; fine, elegant, vi. ix 35 ; adv. 
strangely, in. vn. 22. 

qaalifyde, pa. part, modified, moderated, n. 
VI. 51. 

quarrell,quar’le, square-headed arrow, n. xi. 
^ 4 ^ 33 - 

qnarrey, -io, the bird flown at or killed by a 
b.rd of prey, 11. xi. 43, in. vn. 39, v. iv. 42. 
quart, quarter, region, 11. x. 14. 
quartred, pret. divided into quarters (jker.), n. 
I. 18. 

quayd, pa. part, for quayld, daunted, sub- 
dued, 1. viii. 14. 

queane, a worthless womao, iv. vui. 28. 
queint, adj. See quaint, 
qneint, pa. pari, extinguished, it. v. ii. 
quell, trans. to frighten, daunt, v. iii. 16; 
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queld, pa, part* v. ni. a6, xn. 16; to over- 
come, kill, VI. X. 36 ; pa, part, 11. vii. 40, vi. 
xii. 30; intr. to perjih, vii. vii. 4a; to ibate, 
S, C. March 8 . 

quomot to pleiM, •$. C. May 15. 
queit, expedition, itarch, 111. vui. 53, iv. vi. 4J. 
quick, vh. to itir, v. u. 33. 
quioko, adj, tlirc, «. i. 39 ; ib. living thing, 
S. C. March 74. 

quidama, iomebodiei, certain perions, S C 

P- 4 ‘ 9 ‘ 

quidditie, esseuce, Three Lett, p. 614. 
quiet age, tranquillity, quietness, iv. in. 43 
quight, adj. free, R. R. 108. 
quight, v6. to release, set lice, i viu 10. to 
requite, repay, 1. x. 67, in. v. 45, x. 35. Ch 
quit. 

quight, ar/n. quite, i.i. 45, in. v, 4i,v. xi. 60, 
&c. 

quip, vb. to jeer, vi. vii. 44. 
quips, sb. sneers, taunts, Hubberd 707. 
quire, company, vi. viii. 48. quire, quyre, 
a company of lingers, 11. vi. 24, Clortnda 63, 
Amor, Son. 19. 

quit, quite, quyte, to return (a salutation), 1 
X. 15 ; quited,/rv/. t, i. 30 ; to return, repay, 
requite, i. u. 1 7, viii, 26, vn.vi. 44, Clout 681 ; 
to free, release, l. vi. 6, vi. vin. Arg .,5 C. Feb 
pa. part. quia, 1. v.ii,x.63; quitted, 
pa. part, taken away, iv. 1. 1 2; quit, inf. rejl. 
to clear oneself of, 11. i. 20. 
quite olamo, to release, discharge, vi. 11. 14. 
quod, quoth, uid, Amor. Son, 50, Amor. p. 
578, Epigrams p. 606' 7. 
quooke, pret. quaked, in. x. 34, v. vui. 9, vi 
vii, 34, vn. vi. 30. Hubberd 1060 

R 

rab(b)lement, rabble, mob, 1. vi 8. 11. xi 
17, III. XI 46, Hubberd 1 3 70, conlusion. 
tumult, I. xti. 9. 

race, th, act ol riding rapidly on horseback , 
onset, rush, ir. vi. 3, v. x. 34. 
race, vh.^ to raze, destroy, 11. xii. 83. iii, in. 34, 
V. II. Arg. raced, prrr. v. ii. 28; pa. part., 
R.R. 33 : raced, pa. part, erased, v. ix. 26. 
raced, vb.*, pa. part, cut away, v. v m. 
rackt, pa, part, extorted, Hubberd 1 306. 
rad *, pret. rode, v. li. 1 3. 
rad *, tee read, »6.* 

raft, pret. cpt away, i. i. 34; pa. fart, de- 
prive^ S. C. Aag. 14. Cf. reave, reft. 
rec'<^ ragged, torn, r. xii. 18. 
ragged, rugged, 1. v. 38, vi.iv. it, Clout 114, 
rough, S, C^Feb. 5. 


raid, pa. part, smeared, soiled, lit. viii. 3a. 
Cf. ray, vb. 

raile, rayle, to How, gush. 1. vi. 43, it. viii. 
37, III. XI. 46, IV. n. 18, Bellay 135; rayl- 
mg, ppl. adj. ni. iv. 57; ratling, prn. 
part, R. T, 13 . 

rain, -e, vb. to reign, 1. v. 40, Amor. Son. 4. 
raine, rayue, raign, iJ>. kingdom, rule, 
domain, n. vii. 21. iii. iv. 49, tv. iii. 37, v. 

XI. 35. VI. li. 9. vn. vii. 15, R. T. 63. 
rakehell, rascal, scoundrelly, v. xi. 44. 
rakehellye, worthless, rascally, S. C. p. 417. 
ramp, to rage, 1. iii, 41, v. 38; ramping, 

ppl. adj. I. III. 5. rampt, pret. seized, vi. 

XII. 39. 

ranoke, ranke, sh row, iv. v. 33, v. xi. 9; 
scries, A' V. p. 419. 

rancke, adj. violent, fierce, S. C. Feb. t ; 
thick, dense, . 9 . C. July 4. 
ranoke. ranke, adv. fiercely, violently, 11. iii. 
6, IV. V. 33. 

ranokoroua, bitter, sharp, S. C. Feb. 185. 
randon, random, 11. iv. 7, 111. viii. 30, Clout 
812. 

rape, sb. robbery, iv. vli. 5. 

rape, vb. to carry off, in. x. Arg. 

rapt, pa. part, carried off, seized, i. iv. 9, v. 

viii. 43. 

raae, to erase, destroy, Amor G. W, to 
Author ; to graze, in. 1. 65 rast, pa. part. 
II. XU. 80, in. III. 43, IV. i. 31 . Cf raoe,vb.^ 
raab, to<.ut, slash, iv. ii. 17, v m. 8. 
rashly, hastily, quickly, in. 1. 62, xii. 33; 
suddenly, iv, ii. 17 

raskall, base, worthless, 1. Xn. 9, n. xi. 19, 
in. XI. 46. 

rate, 16. amount, sllowailce, iv. viii. 19, 
manner, iv. x. 52, 

rate, vh. to reprove angrily, in. ix. I4; to 
drive away by rating, iv. is. 31. 
rathe, soon, in. in, 38, S. C, Dee. 98 ; swiftly, 
A.C. July 78. rather, comp, earlier (born), 
S.C.Feb.Hy 

raughtifref. and pa part, reached, 1. vl. 29, 
n. IX. 19, V. i. 6, 8, VI. xi. 33 ; handed, 1. 
IX. 51, II. iv. 5 ; took, took away, in. i. 5, 
IV. Iv. 20, VI. XII. 3 ; granted^ Hubberd 441 
raunch, to pull, pluck, S. C. Aug. 97* 
raunge, row, vi. xii. 26; fire-grate, 11. vii. 35. 
rauin, -e, plunder, booty, prey, l. v. 8 , xi. 13, 
IV. vti. 5 ; voracity, v. xi. 24. 
rauishment, ecstasy, vi. ix. 26. 
raw-b<ma, raw-boneif, showing (he bone, 1. 

ix. 35. 

ray, sb. array, equipment, v, ii. 50, R. T, 640 ; 
order, v. xi. 34. 
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ray, vb. to loil, defile, ii. i. 40, vi. tv. 23, 
BiUayi 6 ’j. SeiT^d. 
rayle, ib. abuse, iv. i. 43. 
rayle,v6. to utter abusive language, complain, 
S. C. May 146; pa. part. ji. tv. Arg. rail- 
ing, ppl. adj. abusive, R. T. 538. 
rayona, rays, Btllay 21. 
reach, ib. penetration, v, ix. 39; device, 
scheme, Hubbtrd 1141. 

reach, vb. to give, yield, iv. it. 12 ; to launch, 
direct, aim, Hubbtrd 840, 
road,reed,-o,sfi. saying, motto, iv.x. 10, S. C. 
July 1 1 ; speech, iv. x. 34 ; counsel, advice, 
IV. xii. 27, v. Prol. 11,1. 26, vi. 11. 30, vi. 5. 
read, rede, vb} to compel, advise, 1. 1. 13, 
S.C. Feb. 137, Hubberd II4, Clout 925; 
Ted, pa. part. vi. ii. 30. 
read, -e, reed, -e, vb} to see, discern, distin- 
guish, perceive, i.i. 21 , H.Love 16 ; pret. rad, 
VI. 1. 4 ; red, Epith. 189 ; pa. part, red, i. vi. 
36, VIII. 33, III. i. 33, H. Beautte 165 ; rad, 
111. IX. 2, IV. vii. 24, V. XII. 29: read, v. xii. 
39 ; redd, p. 411 ; — to discover, guess, per- 
ceive, II. xii. 70, IV. IV. 39, v. XII. 18, VI, V. 

10, Clout 336; pa. part, red, iv. vn. 40, 
Clout 279; rad, v. vi. 10;— to tell, say, 
declare, il. i. 17, 1 8, vii 7, in. 11. 14, in. 25, 
VI. XI. 29, Hubberd 604 ; prel. red, iii. x 
44, IV. XII. 25, V. ix. 43, VI. X. 30; pa. part, 
red, I. X. 67, V. vm. 13,— to call, name: 
red, pret. iii. vi. 28 ; pa. part. 1. vii. 46 ; 11. 
VI. 9; — to deem, think, imagine, take to be, 

11. vii. 2 , 7, 12 , V. iii. 21, VI. li. 25, III. 31, 
vni, 31, A/isc. Soun, i. ; red, pa. part, v. 
Prol. 2. R, T, 633, readen, to describe. 
111. xii. 26; redd, pa. part, 11. vii. 51, red, 
pa. part, counted, iv. xii, 2 ; to loresce, pre- 
dict, Hubberd 698. 

readii^e, to rebuild, 11. x. 46. 

re-allie, to form again, vii. vi. 23. 

reame, realm, iv. viii. 45. 

reare, rearen, to raise, 1. v. 13, vi. 37, vni 

10, 40, X. 35, II. XI. 17, III. X. fa, iv. IV. 
41, VI. 25, VI. ii. 42 ; to arouse, cause, bring 
about, II. IV. 5, VI. 21, XII. 22, III. I. 9, IV. 
I. 34; to take away, 111. viii. 19, x. 12, iv. 
VI. 0 ; to gather, collect, v. xn 6 ; reft, to 
rise up, Hubberd 237. 

rCMOn, ratio, proportion, n. ii. 15 ; a reason- 
able amount, Hubberd 887. 
reaue, to take away, 1. in. 36, xi. 41, 11. t. 
J 7 , xi. 19, ill. VIII. I4, V. xi. 27, Hubberd 
24; Te%\X 9 d,prtl» Beautte 279; to deprive, 

11. viii. 15; to release, p. 412. 
rtboka, shamt. disgrace, iii. i. 55. 

Nbtit, to recoil, i. n. 15; to repel, drive 


back, 11. n. 23 ; rebutted, pret. 1. xi. 53, 
Ml. viii. 10 ; pa. part. iv. iv. 18; rebut- 
ting, pres. part, v, x. 35. 
rechleaae, reckless, Hii^rd 950, 
reclame, sb. recall, bringing back, in. x. 16. 
reclame, -ayme, vb. to recall, v. xii. 9 ; to 
recant, vi. lii. 43. 

recomfort, to refresh, recreate {reji.), Hub- 
herd 758. 

rocomfortlesse, without comfort, v. vi. 24. 
record, -e, to call to mind, meditate on, iv. 
xn. 19 ; to sing, S. C. Apr, 30. 
recourse, sb. retmng (to rest), in. ix. 26, 
flow, IV. VI. 29; had recourse » back, 
V. II. 2. 

recoursing, pres. part, recurring, p. 40S. 
recower, -coure, to recover, iv. in. 20, ix. 25. 
re.oyle, to reiire, retreat, 1. x. 17, v. ix. 9, 
Hubberd 754. recule, -cuile, to recoil, 

XI. 47, VI. I. 20. 

recure, to restore (to health), i. v. 44, ix. 2, 
II. 1. 54, Amor. Son. 21; to recover, in. 

34, IV. IV. 37, vin. 45, VI. V. 12 ; to remedy, 

II. X. 23, V. X. 26, S. C. Feb. 154, p. 417 ; 
to cure, heal, vi. vi. 1,15, Amor. p. 578. 

redisbourse, to pay back again, iv. in, 27. 
redoubted, ppl, adj. reverenced, 111. ix. 1 ; 
dreaded, feared, v. i. 3, 

redound, to flow, overflow, t. vi. 30 {jfig.), 
V. ix. 33, Amor. Son. 18, H. Love 165, H. 
Beautte 75 ; to result, arise, 111. n. 26; to be 
redundant, in excess, iv, x. i. redounding, 
ppl. adj. overflowing, 1. in. 8; pres. part. 
filled, Gnat 189. 

redresse, to cure, repair, put right again, 1. 
v. 36, to put III order, vi v. 10. redrest, 
pa, part, relieved, iv. v. 39. 
reduce, to bring back, restore, m. vi. 3. 
reeking, pres. port, smoking, S. C. Sept. 1 1 7 
reele, to roll, 1. v. 35 ; pret. staggered, ni. vn. 
4^ 

refection, refreshment, iv. xii. 34. 
reflex, reflection, Amor. Son. 66. 
reformed, pret. punished, chastised, v. 1. 21. 
refraine, to restrain, iv. ix. 3. 
reft, prel. took away, iv. n. 4, v. lii. 37, cut 
off, IV. 111. 20, V. xii. 23 ; pa. part, seized, 
taken away, 1. in. 4I, ix. 26, 11. xii. 67, iv. 

III. 21, iv. 8; bereaved, deprived, in, iv. 36. 
Cf. raft, reave. 

refdge, vi. m. 49. 
regalitie, sovereignty. 11. i. 57. 
regard, plur. interests, objects of care, 11. vii. 
33 ; considerations, v. ix. 43 ; sing, value, vi. 
XI. 13; m r.«in comparson, vi. x. 9; on 
account of, vi. xi. 14. 
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rcgapdfull, hecdlul, iv, vn, 2a; worthy of 
regard or esteem^ Clout 185. 
regimont, kingdom, domain, 11. ix. 59 i Clout 
233 ; office of a luler, 11. x. 30; rule, power, 
in. lii. .40, IV. vui. 30, v. vm. 30, vii. vi. 2. 
regret, -greet, sorrow, pain, 11. viii. 45, vi. 

II. 33, Ttarti 304. 

rehearse, lo relate, recount, R. T. 255, 
Ttarti 1, Pa\t. Elegie 216. 
reincreast, pa. part, increased again, vi. vi. 1 5 
rekes, recks, cares, S. C. July 34. 
relate, to bring back, Ml. Mil. 51. 

release, -oe, to revoke, remit, ii. i. 60; to 
give up, IV. II. 19; to withdraw, vi. i 43 
pret. relest, traiulcrrcd, iv. iv. 36; releaat, 
relaxed, vi. 1. 36. 
relent, s6. delay, v. vn. 24. 
relent,!^, to slow, slacken, abate, 11. xi, 27? ••• 
iv. 49, vii. 2 , IV. 11. 18, 111 26; lo repeal, 
regret, 111. vi. 25; to solten, cause to relent, 

III. VI. 39, 4O j lo be gentle, Afttor. Son. 82. 
relide, rallied, iv. ix. 26 

reliques, remains, 11. x. 57. 
reliue, -en, to come to life again, .V. 
p 419, Nov. 88. reliu’d, pa. pari, revived, 
restored to life, i. ix. 32, m. iv. 35, vin. 3, 


VI. XI, 24. 

remaine : tn r.»as an inheritance, 111. ix. 37. 

remeasure, to retrace, in. vii. 18. 

remddilesse, without hope of rescue, or 
cure, 1 . V 36, 111. xn. 34 

remercied, /ref. thanked, II xi. 16. 

remitted, pa. part, put back, reinstated, 
Rubber d 1254. 

remorse, pny, n iv. 6, m. vii 43. biimg or 
cutting force, iv. 11. 15, tvi/hout r. « witliout 
niitigatum, S.C. Nov. 131. 

reraoue, to conceal, 11. iv. 27: to change, in. 
viii. 42. remoud, pret went away, in. ix. 


rencounter, ift. encounter, 111. 1 9. 
rencountring, /res pari, engaging m battle, 

1. iv. 39 - 

renfierst, pa. part, rendered fierce, 11. vm. 45. 
renforst, pret. made a strong eflort, n. iv. 14 ; 

fa part, forced again, n. x 48 
renne, to run, S.C. Apr i iH, July 60 , pa. 
part.. S. C. A tig. 3 ; renning, vbl. %b , Paa 
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renowmd, -ed, pa. part, renowned, F 


0 : 


Dedic p. 2, 11 IV. 4) 

renowning, vbl ib. making famous, glorifica- 
tion, R. T. p. 471 
rent, to propel violently, v. x. 34. 
renuent. pret. v. iii. 37 ; pa. part. 1. iv. 41 : 
reverie d. 


repaire, to draw back, v, xi. 13. 
repast, rcficshincni, repose, 1. u. 4» v. iii. 40. 
Repent, Repentance, iti. xii. 24. 
repent, vb. lo grieve, mourn, in. viii. 47. 
repine, to grumble, complain, iv. li. 51 » 
tret or murmur at, vi. vii. 26. 
repining, ppl. adj. angry, 1. ii. 17. 
repleuie, to recover for, or reiiore to, the 
owner by replevin, 1 e. upon hit giving lecur- 
ily to have the mailer iricd in a court of 
jnitice and to return the goods if the case is 
decided again.*.! linn, iv. xn. 31* 
report, to convey (news), 11. i. 33, x. 3. 
repriefe, reproof, reproach, 1. ix. 29, 11. iv. 

28, 111 . Ill 5, IV. 1 1, VIII. I. 
repriue, to rescue, 11 1. 55, v. iv. Arg. ; to 
reprieve, iv. xn. 31. 

reprise, to take again, 11. xi. 44, iv. iv. 8. 
requere, to demand, 1. ui. 12, vi. 27, vi. i, 43. 
require, to request, ask, demand, iv. 1. 12, 
V. I 21,11 2, n, VI. V. n, A. C. A^ov. Arg., 
Hubberd 323. 

requests, demands, 11 11. 32. 
requight, -quite, lo pay hack, revenge, i.iv. 
42 ; to salute 111 return, t. x. 49, Hubberd 
3H7 ; pret. requit, tv. in. 47. requit, 
pret. repaved, v. vii. 33. 
roseised, fa part, restored, replaced, ti, x. 4f, 
resemblance, ‘aunoe, dcmonstralum ol 
allection, in vii. lb; appearance, v. ix. 22. 
resiant, resident, iv. xi. 28. 
resolu’d, pa. part, relaxed, slackened, Gnat 
141. 

resort, visiting, frequenlrng of .1 pcrion’i com- 
pany, III. IX 5. 

respect, care, aitenlion, v. xn. 21. 
respire, -yre, ti> lake hrc.4ih, rest, 1. vi. 44, 
IX. 8, XI. 28, Ml. III. 36, XII 45; to breathe, 
II IV. 16. 

respondence, answer, response, 11. xii. 71. 
rest * : vr/ hts r . « took up his abode, vi. x. 2. 
rest a contrivance to hold a lancc or spear, 
V Mil. 3, 9. 

restore,’ jfc. restitution, iii. v. 19; restoration, 
Epuapk (2J 3, 

restore, vb to reward, 1. viii. 27* 
resty, restive, v. vm. 39. 
retoumed, -tumd, pret. turned (back), 11. 
III. 19, III. viii. 18. 

retrate, sb * retiring, retreat, iv. %. 57. 
retrate. *6.*, -alt, portrait, picture, 11. in. 25, 

retrate, vb. to retreat, 1. 1. 1 3, vm. i a, iv. ni. 26. 
retyre, retirement, vi. ix. 27. 

: reuell rout, uproarious revelry, Hubberd 558. 
reuengement, revenge, Hubberd a 16. 
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reu^nue, v. ii. ^ 

reuerte, to bring back, i. ix. 48 ; to remove^ 
divert, iiu iu 48 ; to return, iii. iv. I, A. A. 
305 ' 

Youest, to clothe, 11. i. 22. 
reuoke, to check, restrain, ii. n. 28 ; to with- 
draw, II. viit. 39, III. xi. 21 . 
reuolt, to turn back, iii. xi. 25. 
reuyld, pnt. Koided, 1. xii. 11. 
rew, *6.* row, order, iii. vi. 1 35, v. v. 22 , | 
in r.* in turn, older, Teares i 73, 233, 8 tc. j 
rew, ib} rue, a perennial evergreen shrub, iii. 1 
ii.49. I 

rew, vb, to pity, 1. 1. 51, vi. 31, 111. v. 30; to 
repent, lament, be sorry, 1. 1. 53, v. 42, 11. 1. 
25, V. xi. 30. Cf. rue, 
reynold, reynard, lox, Huhherd 556. 
ribaudrie, rybaudrye, ribaldry, obsccniiy, 
S. C. Oct. 76, Tiart\ 213. 
ribauld, a wicked, dissolute person. 11. 1. 10; 
an obscene composition, S. C. p. 459. 
riobeese, riches, i. iv. 28, 11. vii. 24. 
rid*, /re/, ride, v. in. 10, vi. in. 37. 
rid*, pa, part, {for red), teen, perceived, vii. 
vi. 54. iSee read, reed, vb} 
riddei, dispatches, 1. i. 3^). 
ridling, //>/. adj. that can expound riddles ; 
divining, 111. xi. 54. 

rife, ryfe, adj. strong, deep, it. 11. 32 ; abun- 
dant, Gnat 146; common, C. July 11, 
adv. deeply, strongly, abundantly, t. ix. 44, 
52, 111 . V. 31, IV. Ill, 12, V. ix. ^8, VI. V. 5. 
rifely e, copiously, abundantly, S. C. Dec. 94. 
rift, ib. split, Assure, 1. 11. 30; fragment, 11. 
xn 4. 

rift, pa. part, rent asunder, i. xi. 54, ii. vii. 23 
right, territory, domain, v. vm. 16. 
rigoroul, violent, tierce, 1. xi. 16, iii. xn. 27 
rigour, violence, force, i. vm, 18, in. v. 23, 
V. vni. 32. 

rine, rinde, bark, rind, .S', C. Feb. 1 1 1, R. R. 

389- 

ring, to encircle, vi. Prol. 7. 
riotiae, -iBe, riotous life, conduct, expendi- 
ture ; extravagance, i. iv. 20, in. 1. 33, xii. 
25, Huhherd ^5, 1310. 
rip up, lo open up, iv. ix. 37. S. C. Sept, 13. 
riuage, bank, short, iv. vi. 20. 
riue, ryue, to split, tear, pierce, i. ii. 19, v. n. 
50, Gnat 519; rynd, pret. in. v. 37; pa. 
part, rio'd, ryuad, ni. i. 6, viii. 3, iv. lii. 
18, Pan. Elepfte i 20; riuen, Huhherd 540 
Hie, to come to hand, n. ix. 59 ; to accrue, 
Huldnrd 806. 
hicke, distaff, iv. ii. 48. 
rode, roadstead, 1. xii. 42 ; raid, vi. vin. 35. 


roDg, pret. rang, iii. 1. 02. 
route, ox or cow of a small breed or size, S.C, 
fib. 5. 

roode, cross, crucifix, vi. v. 35. 
roome, place, position, 11 x. 60. 
roaiere, rose-tree, it.^ix. 19. 
roamarine *, rosemary, Muiop. 200. 
roamarinea*, walruses, 11. xii. 24. 
rote, a mediaeval musical instrument, probably 
of the violm class, 11. x. 3* iv. ix. 6. 
roulea, rolls, records, vi. vii. 33. 
rounded, pret. whispered, in. x. 30. 
roundelay, a short simple song with a retrain, 

! S. C. Jum 49, Aug. 56. 
roundel!, circle, in. iv. 33. roundle, ron- 
deau, rondel, short poem, 5 ’. C. Aug. I 25. 

I rout, crowd, troop, i. iv. 36, v. 51, ii. ix 15, 
V. 11. 51, V. 5, VI. ix. 8, S. C. Oct, 26, Hitb- 
btrd 558. 

route, rowte, to shake, ruffle, 1. xi. 9. n m 
35; rouzed, ppl. adj. i. xi. 9. 
roue, to shoot with arrows {jfig.)t i. Prol. 3, 
in. I. 50; rou'd, roude, -ed, pnt, in. n 
^8, v. v. 35, S. C. Aug, 79. 
rowels, knobs on a horse’s bit, 1. vii. 37. 
rowme, place, space, room, 1. iv. 13, S.C. 
Apr S.C. Dec. 6%. 
royne, to roar, growl, v. ix. 33, 
rubm, -e, ruby, 11. iii, 24. xn. 54. 
rudded,/a. part, reddened, Epilh. 1 73. 
ruddook, redbreast, robin, Epitk. 82 
rudoneaae, uncoinhness, S. C. p. 416. 
rue, to cause to pity, 1. 11. 21. ruing, pres, 
part, pitying, v. x. 4. Cf. rew, vh. 
ruefull, pitifull, II. xii. 36. 
ruefully, pitiably, in. vm. 30. 
ruefulneaae, dismalness, pathos, i, iv 25 
ruffed, pa. part. in. ii. 27; ppl, adj., Team 
402 : ruffled, ruffing, pns, part, ruffling, 
in. XI. 32 

ruffin, sb. the ruff, Acertna eernua, iv. xi 33. 
ruffin, adj. ruffian, disorderly, 1. iv. 34. 
ruinate, to rum, n. xn. 7, 111. vm 28, R R. 
94 ; pa. part. v. x. 26, Huhherd IO40. 
ruletae, lawless, Gnat 431. 
rushringa, rings of lush, S. C, Nov. 1 16. 
ruth, pity, grief, 1. 1. 50, in. r. 7, v. ix. 50, 
R. T. 480. 

ruthfull, piteous, grievous, S. C. June 1 16 
rutty, full of ruts, Protk. 12. 

S 

.t.mscHicilt S.C. pp. 418, 447. 

•acramont, soletna oath or ettgagemciit, v. t. 
*5 
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Mkored, accureed* i. viu. 35, 11. xii. 37, v. xiu 1. 
$ftd, grave, i. t. 39, 11. ii. a8 ; dark- 

coloured, sober-coloured, 1. x. 7, xii. 5 ; griev- 
j ous, II. i. 38 ; heavy, 11. i. 45, viii. 30; coii- 
I itant. 111. xi. 45. 
jsafe, save, except, iii.vii.6o. 
safegard, safety, lu. ix. 41. 

Isaine, sayne, to lay, 3rti ptrs plur. pns. 

HI. ix. 40, vii. vii, 55 ; i«/., S. C. May 158, 

I Stpt. 108, 1 10, 133, Nov, 93. 
sake, cause, 1. 1. 53 ; regard, constderation, 1. v. 
1 3 . 

sale, net nude out of sallow or willow branches, 
S.C. 81. 

salewd, /re/, saluted, greeted, iv. vi. 35. Cf. 
salued. 

saliaunoe, assault, sally, ii. i. 39. 
saluage, adj. savage, wild, 1. m. 5 {trans/.)^ 
HI. iii. 45, X. 39, IV. IV. .^2, VI. I. 9, V. 37, p. 
41 1 , /?. T, 564, Ttarei 589 ; sb. vi. v. 4I. 
salued, pnt. saluted, greeted, 11. viii. 23. 
salue, sA. remedy, i. v. 40, iii. iv. 43, v. 50, 
S, C. Auj^. 103, Amor. Son. 50. 
salue, vb} to remedy, tv. iv. 17, p. 417 ; pni. 
remedied, nude amends for, 11. x. 21. 
salue, v6.* to save, v. v. 43 , to arrange, con- 
trive, IV. I. II , to preserve unbicmisticd, iv. 
^ IV. 27. 

saluing, vbl. sb. restoration, vindication, 11. 1. 
20. 

sam, together, 1 x. 57, S.C. May 168 
saraite, ncii silk f.ibnc, iii. xii. 13. 
sample, example, S C. July 1 19. 
sanguine, blood-red colour. 11, 1. 39, iii. vin. 6. 
sans, without ; in the names Sansfoy faithless. 
Sans joy joyless, Sans loy lawless, 1. n. 35. 
sardonian, sardonic, v. ix. i3 
saufgard, guard, defence, n. v. 8. 
saulge, sage, Muiop 187. 
saue, to meet or overcome (a doubt), HubhrrJ 

194. . ^ 

sauegard, to guard, protect, iii. vni. 46. 
saulne, small bushy evergreen shrub, Junt- 
pirus Sabina, bearing a small, round, bluish- 
purple berry, 111. it. 49. 
sauing, without, in default of, S. C. p 419. 
sauorie, plant of the genus Saturtta, used for 
flavouring, Muiop. 198. 
saw, decree, command, Clout 884. 
say, laye S a cloth of fine texture reiembling 
serge; in the i6th c. sometimes partly of 
, silk, subsequently woollen, 1. iv. 31, iii. xii. 
^ 8, S. C. Aug. 66. 
say temper, vi. xi. 47. 
scald, a scabby disease, 1. vni. 47. 
scalp, crown of the head, skull, v. it 6. 


•oand, pa. part, examined, v. ix. 37 ; climbed, 

VII. VI. 8, 

soanne, to attempt (a high ascent), S. C, (kt 
88. 

aoapa, sA. escape, deliverance, Oaat 664. 
•caps, vb. to escape, i. iv. 3, 111. xi. 34. 
scarabee, beetle, Worldt Vamtk 44. 
soarmoges, skirmishes, 11. vi. 34. 
soath, harm, damage, injury, loss, 1. iv. 35, xu. 
34, II. V. 18, III. 1. 37, X. 1 1, iSL C. 7 )ee. too, 
.dmor Son. 31 ; harmful nature, r. viii. 49. 
scattered, pa. pan. dropped, 11. ti. a. 
soatterlings, vagrants, ii.x.63. 
scene, stage, 7 V(jr#> 193. 
scerue, to discern, iii. x. 22. 

Bohoolery, education, Ciout 702. 

Bclaunder, slander, v. ix. 26. 
solaue, slave, 11 vn 33. 
sclender, slender, thin, hi. i. 47, vii. 36, v. vii. 7. 
soolopendraes, a kind of fabulous lea-fithes, 
M. XII. 23 

scope, object of desire or jnirsuit, 111. ir. 53 , 
extent, space, in. ix. 46; nurk for shooting 
at {lit. and ^g ), vi, 111. 5, S. C. Nou. 155, 
Hubbtrd 960. 
score, number, vi ix. 21. 
scorse, sb. exchange, n. ix. 55. 
scorse, vb} to exchange, 111. ix. 16. 

SGorsed, vb • pret. chased, vi. ix. 3. 
soould, prel. scowled, 11. it 33. 
soowre, to run, pursue, 1. 11 20, Onat 564. 
eoowring, vbl.sb dirt or scum, Gnat 229. 
soriene, screen, dt orway, v. ix. 25. 
sorike, to shriek, vi. iv. 18. 
sorine, scryne, chest for the safe keeping of 
books and documenti, 1. Prel. 3, 11. ix. 56. 
scrip, b.ig, wallet, i.ri. 35. 
sonase, to squecr.e, hi. v. 33 ; sorusd, prti. 

II. XII. 56 ; /fl. /nr/. 11 xii. 46. 

8Crydo,/a pari descried, {)ercciveiJ, v. xii. 38. 
■cuebin, Boutohin, -ion, cKutcheon, shield, 
coat ot arms, in. iv. 16, iv. 1. 34, iii. 3, v. xi. 

.S 4 - 

scuith guiridh (Welsh), green shield ; y 
souith gogh, the red shield, 11. x. 24. 
sdaine, sdeigne, sb. disdain, v. v. 51, Amor. 

Son 5. 

sdeigne, vb. to disdain, ni. i. 55, p. 411 , 
prtt, sdeigned, 111. 1. 40, Hubbtrd 679 ; pa, 
part, sdayned, v. v. 44. 
sdeignfull, ■ deign-, edeln-, disdainful, iii. 

VII. 10, V. ii. 33, Ttarti 71. Daphn. 549, 
sdeignfuUy, disdainfully, Hubbtrd 1234. 
seebeste, pa. part, beaten by ibe tea, 
weather-beaten, S. C. Ftb. 34. 
seerd, prtt. burned, i. xi. 16. 
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»etat,adj. burning, i. xi. 13 ; tere, withered, 
S. C. Nov. 147. 

sea-iatyre, tome kind of maritime monster, 11. 
xii. 24. 

•ease, to reach, atuin, iii. v. 19. leasd, prei. 
penetrated, 1. xi. 38. Cf. seise, 
sea-shouldring, ppl. adj, with shoulders 
that displace the sea, 11. xii. 23. 
seasure : madi s . « took possession, iv. ix. 1 a. 
•eat, to lie down, vi. ix. 4. 

Secretaries of nature, men acquainted with 
the secrets of nature, Three Lett. p. 615. 
sectaries, disciples, Teares 73, Hubberd 833. 
secure, free from apprehension, careless, vi. v. 
16, Muiop. 382. 

■ecuritie, carclesMiess, S.C. p. 427. 
see, seat, throne, in. vi. 2 ; dwelling-place, 
abode, IV. X. 30. 

seeld, adj. rare, uncommon, Elegie 171. 
seeld, adv. seldom, Epitaph (1) li. 
seeled, pa. part, made blind, 1. vit. 23. 
seeling, ceiling, Bellay 33. 
seely, simple, innocent, 1. vi. 10, 11. 111.6, S C. 
July 30. Cf. silly. 

seem, to be seemly, becoming, S. C. May 158, | 
Hubberd Clout 6 iS. 
seemelesse, unseemly, shameful, v. u. 25, 
seemely, comely, handsome, 11. xii. 27, in 
xii. 19, V. iv. 4. 

seeming, vbl. tb. opinion, T\vo Lett. p. 635. 
seemlyhed, a becoming appearance, iv. vni. 
14. 

seene, ppl.adj. : well s. ■ well-veried, skilled, 
1v.1i.35, V. iii.5, S. C. p. 417. 
seisin, vi. iv. 37. See liverey. 
seise, seise, to fasten upon, i. in. 19, viii. 15, 
Y. iv. 40; to arrive at, attain, 1. xii. 17 ; to 
penetrate, n. viii, 38, in. vii. 40. seised of, 
pa. « possessed of, vi. iv. 30, xii. 5, 
Hubberd till. 

selooutb, strange, iv. viii. 14. 
select, pa. part, chosen, Clorinda 63. 
selfe, himself, iv. v.34, vi. 17, H. Love 145. 
herself, iv. 1. a, Gnat 505 ; iisclt, iv. vn. 36. 
sell, saddle, 11. ii. 11, m. 13, viii. 31, ni. i. 6, 
iii, 60, IV. iv. 30, VI. 13. 
semblably, similarly, p. 411. 
semblance, -aunce, demeanour, expression, 
iii.Yii. i6;;oyoi/i,/(i/>rs,, .v.vii.44,vi.iv. 14. 
semblant, •aunt, likeness, resemblance, t. ii. 
12, p. 413, i 4 i«or. Son. 45 ; outward appear- 
ance, II. i. ai, ix. 2, III. 11. 38, 40; false 
appearance, pretence, n. xn. 49, 111. iv. 54, 
Gsa/93; demeanour, iv.x. 3i,vi.x.23; signs, 
appearance, vi. r. 4 ; fair s. » favour, v. v. 56. 
sesdnarie, seed-plot, ni. vi.30. 


senarie, verse consisting of six feet, each u(| 
which IS either an iambus or some foot which) 
the law of the verse allows to be substituted,! 
7 \vo Lett. p. 640. 

sencelesse, insenuble, unfeeling, Amor. Son 

54. 

senigbt, week, R. T. p. 470. 

sens, since, ago, iv. v. 23. 

sense, sence, perception, i, i. 50 ; sensei 1 
feelings, iv. vi. 21 1 . 7, Gnat 11. 
senseflill, sensible, vi. iv. 37, ix. 26. 
sensibly, feelingly, sensitively, iv.viii.4. 

sent, perception, 1. 1.43 ; scent, iii.vii. 23. 1 
sented: well s.« gifted with keen perccplionj 

S.C. p.418. 

sere, withered, S C. Jan. 37. 
seru'd, brought into action, 11. x. 55. 
seruewe, to examine, survey, S. C. Feb. 145 
set: by nuke much of, tstcem, u. vi 

46 ; set fk person) by « deprive him of, Elegii 
» 74 ‘ 

Isotuale, zedoary, East Indian plant having 
aromatic and medicinal properties, Mwiqp. 196 
seuerall, flof/. diverse, i. ni. 16; adv. separatel) 
in diderent directions, vi.i. 10. 
sew, to follow, pursue [lit. and fig.), n. n. 17 
III. IV. 50, X. 9, IV. IX. 26, VI. IX. 2, X. 3 , XI. 5 
Hubberd 743 ; serve and seiv, u. vii. 9, iii. v 
47 ; ieeke and sew. Beautie 153; to solicit 
plead, IV. XII. 29. 

shade, to .•shadow, represent, v. vii. 3 ; to hide 
disguise, V. VIII. 14, IX 1 2. 
shadow, dissimulation, pretence, vi. xi. 6 
shade, Gnat 1 43. 

shagged, pre/. hung in a shaggy mass, v. ix, 10 
shaires, parti, divisions, 11. x, 37. 
shallop, sloop, a light boat, 111. vn. 27. 
sballbwes, 111. iv.9. 

shame, to feel ashamed, 11. xii. 23, \. iv. 24. 
shamefast, modest, bashful, i. x. 15, v. v. 25. 
sharaefastnesse, lmxic^ly, v m. 23 
shard, bourn, boundary, n vi. 38. 
share, s6. piece, portion, i. ii. 18. 
share, vb. to cut, pierce, iv. ii. 17 ; prei 
shard, shared, iv. vi. 19, v. i. 10, v. 9 
divided, Clout 138. 

Sharpe, to iharpen, p. 413; sharped, ppi 
adj. sharpened, tapering, R. R. 16. 
shaume, musical instrument of the oboe class 
i.xiu 13, v.v. 4. 

shauelings, rascals, S. C. p. 443. 
sheare, sheere, adj clear, bright, iii. xi. 7 
vn. vii. 25. 

•heare, share, vb. to cut, divide, cleave, ii. vi 
5, in.iv. 33, 42, iv.v.34. thurd, pret. V 
vi.31. 
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iheareSy wmgt (as if nude to cut the air), 

II. viii. 5. 

ihed, to pour out, emit, S. C. Oct, 35, Worldi 
Vamiit 78 ; pa. part. 11. vii. 30. 
iheono, sheno, bright, beautiful, fair, 11. i 

10 , li. 40, in. i. 65, IV. 51, V. viii. 29, X. 25, 
S. C. Nov. 38. 

|hend, to disgrace, l. i. 53, 11. vi. 35, vni. 1 2, 

III. ix. 1, IV. 1.51, S.C.July 172; to use 
injuriously, v. iv. 24, to surpass, ProM. 121. 
shent, prtt. reproached, reproved, 11. v. 5 . 
disgraced, v. in. 37 ; pa. pari, disgraced, 11. 1 

11 , 27, 111 . ix. 33, V. vm. 23; injured, iii.iv. 


ahrowd, •e,to take shelter, hide, t. i* 6, S. C. 
Frb. 122, Gnat 176. ihroudod, ihrowded, 
pa, pari, hidden, sheltered, S. C, Mar, 68, 
Apr. 32. 

ahyne, brightness, i.x.67. 
sib, tibbe, sybbo, akin, related, 111. iii. 26, 
VI. vn. 4 1, S.C, May 269; tram/.. Thru 
Lett. p. 621, Two Leii, p. O43. 
sioh, such. III. vii. 29, S. C. Hept, 79, 165. 
stoker, adv. certainly, surely, asniredly, S. C. 
Feb. 55, March 7 , Apr. 158, May 19, 55, 
Aug. 43, Sepi. 76 ; adj. secure, //u6fc#rrf 430. 
sickomoMe, safety, security, iii. vii. a6, xi. 


50. 58- 

shore, bright, clear, 111. 11.44, ^ • 

sheare, adj. 

shew, sheow, pretence, 1 i 46, in. vii. 29 ; 
sign, trace, 1. 111. lO. 

shidder, young female sheep, S. Sept. 2 1 1 
Cf. bidder. 

shield: God s.«God forbid, S. C. July g. 
shift, movement, 111. 1. 61 ; artifice, Cloui 694 
shifted, pret. succeeded, Hubberd 659. 
shine, bright, iv. 111. 3. 
ahinie>beame, glittering ray, v. iv. 45. 
shit, pa. part, shut. Clout 709. 
gihiuering, adj. quivering, iv. i. 49, n 
14. 

ishole, troop, band, S. C. May 20 
shole, nef/ shaliovs, mi vi. 40 
Bhoune, to shun, avoid, 111. 1. 52, vi. xii. 35, 
Gnai 1 76. 

shope, pret. framed, shaped, v.v. 39. 
shot, advanced (in years), v. vi. 19 
shouldred, pa. pari, pushed, buffeted, Clout 
;oij. 

Bhred, pa. part, cut, Theii. 75. 
shrieches, shrieks, vi.iv. 18. 
shriech oule, scnch-, shriekowle, saecth- 
owl, P T 130, Teare*' Epi/h 34s 
shrieue, to question, it. xn 2(1, to lonfcs*, 

I S.C. Aug. 

I shrifts, confes-sions, Hubberd 433. 
ishright, ib. shriek, 11 vn. 57, vi, iv 2. 
j shright, pret. shrieked, 111. vm. 32. 

; shrike, ihritk, ciy, R. T. 471, Teares 35H, 
Past. Aei^logue 108. 

I shrike, vb. to shriek, iv. v. 41, Teares 229. 
shrill, ib. shrill sound, R. T. 581 
shrill, vb. to give forth a shrill sound, re- 
k,, sound, VI. vm. 46, Daphn. 323, Pait. Eiegie 
44; shrild, prtt.f S. C. Nov. 71, Gmat 

5.8. 

shrilling, ppl. adj. shnll, resounding, 111. Tin. 
29, IV. II. 3a. 

shriuing, confeisioa, Hubberd 543. 


side, adv. at the sides, Rpif^ramt p. 607. 
siege, seat, throne, 11. 11. 39, Vii.44. 
sield, pa. part, ‘ceiled ’, adorned on the walk 
and ceiling, v. v. 21. 
sielyng, ceiling. Epigrams p. 607. 
siont, scion, V. I. I. 

Bight, prtt. sighed, 11. 1. 47, vi. xi. 25. 
signe, emblem, ensign, iv. 1. 22 ; pint . insignia, 
Hubberd I016. 

siko, such, S. C. Feh, 211, May >i2,July 201, 
203, Aug. 50, 52, Srpt. 13, 113, 140, Nov. 
II, 18. 

silly, Minplc, innocent, harmless, 1. 1.30, 11. 21, 
VI. 35, 11. III. 36, III. VII. H, X 4^, Ttares 339. 
simplosso, simplicity, S. C. July 172. 
sin, since, vi. xi. 44. 
sinamon, cinnamon, S C. Feb. 136. 
singled, /rek separated, emeiged, iv. iv. 17. 
singular, eminent, noble, Mac, Soan. 1. 
8iDgults,>es, sobs. 111 . XI. I 2 ,v. vi. 13, Teari* 
232, ('loul 168. 

sited, a. part. 111. vi. 31 ; site, p. 210. 
stfuateii, set. 

sith, cony, since, 11. 1. 22, in. 3, vm. 32, p. 41 1, 
Muiop. 219 ; iilh that>B. since, 1. v. 43 ; adi., 
nth 0/ /fl/e - since, recently, 111. vm. 36. 
aith, sithos, i,b. plur. times, thou%aud ni. 
X. 33, S. C. Jan. 49. 

81 them, -ce, adv. since, P. P. p. 471, Huh^ 
herd 1210, R.R. 117, Amor. Son. 3 ; ago, 
S. C. March 46 ; conj. i.iv. 51, ix. 8, ii. vi.48, 
sitte, sittes, is becoming, behoves, 1. 1. 3c, 
S. C. May 77, June 75, Nov. 26. 
situate, /a. part, situated, 11. xn. 42, 
skand, pa. pari, understood, Daphn. 178. 
skanning, ppl. adj. understanding, p, 409. 
Cf. scand. 

■kill, ib, sense of what is right and fitting, 11. 

i. 54 ; process of discrimination, v. iv. I. 
■kill, vb. to care, iii. 1. 50, vi. iv. 38 ; to avail, 
matter, v. iv. 14 ; to have perception of, Three 
Leii. 623. 
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tkilfal, haviiiff a good knowledge of, vi. r. i6. sola, foot, i. z. 9 ; lowest part, r. ii. 28. 
•kippat, imalT boat or skiff, 11. xii. 14. solein, sad, S, C, May 213. 

akreana, entrance door, v. x. 37. Cf. torioBa. lolamniaa, 56. lokmnizatton, 1. x. 4. 
akyen, skies, i.ir. 9. s 61 emnii’d, pa, part, celebrated, renownt 

skj-threatiQg, towering up to the sky, v. x. in. ti. 18; soUxmnia'd, v. ii. 3. 

23. Si* threat. soly, alone, iv. ix. j8, Cloul 801. 

■lacka, remiss, in. vi. 19. somd, pa. part, properly of a hawk, hav. 


ilaka, to slacken, neglect, in. iii. 10 ; to abate, 
moderate, v. vii. 5; pa, pari, relieved, rendered 
less acute, 1. vii. 28. 
slauered, pret. slabbered, v. xii. 29. 
sladga, hammer, n. 11. 22, 
sleight, slight, device, artifice, trickery, i. iii. 
17, xii. Arg., IV. i. 44, vi. v. 13, vii. vi. 27, 
VII. 25, Hubbird 346, Worlds Vanitii I47 ; 
tuck, V. IX. 13 ; design, pattern, i.vii. 30. 
slipper, slippery, unstable, S. C. Nov. 153. 
slipt the coller {Jig.), drawn back, Hubbird 
269. 

slombred, ppl. ad}, unconscious, 1. vti. 15. 
alombry, sleepy, 111. vi. 26. 
alouth, sloth, idleness, i. v. 35, n. i. 23. 
slug, to idle, live idly, n. 1. 23, m. vii, 1 2. 
sly, wise, clever, n. vnu 47 ; cleverly made, n. 
IX. 46. 

amall, th. little, vi. ix. 20. 
smsllage, wild celery, Daphn. 347. 
smight, to smite, strike, n. ii. 23. smit, 
pnt. 1. 11. 18, V. XL 7, VI. XI. 28 ; pa, part. m. 

34> »• 35> >• M* eniot, pnl, in. 

I. 28 ; pa. part, ni. 11. 46. 
amitke, neat, trim, S, C. Fth. 73. 
smootherlng, smothering, 1. xi. 13. 
smouldring, ppl. adj, suHocating, n.v.3. 
smouldry, suHocating, 1. vii. 13, in. xt. 21. 
ansggy, jagged, knotty, 1. vii. 10. 
ansga, knots, slumps, n. xi. 23, iv. vti. 7 
snskie-psoed, moving like a snake, R.R.\ 
178. 

snaky -wreathed, wrapped round with a snake 
or snakes, VII. VI. 18. 
anar, ta wiarl, growl, vi. xii. 27. 
snarled, ppl, adj. twisted, tangled, in. xii. 17. 
snebbe, snib, to reprove, chide, S. C. Feb. 
U6, Hubbird 372. 

anubbes, knobby protuberances, snags, 1. vni. 

7- 

so, provided that, Hubbird 1150. 
so that, as if, 111. ii. 19. 
scare fauloon, a falcon of the first year, 
H. Biau/ti 26. 

aook, bght shoe worn by the ancient actors of 
comedy ; Mima comedv, Tiarts 1 76. 
softly, gentle, vi« vii. i, 
sold, pay, remuaeration, 11. ix. 6. 
aold, pa, part, given, ir. x. 54. 


the full complement of feathers (Jig.), 
p. 418. 

somedele, somewhat, S, C, May 56, Da. 4 
sometime, formerly, 2'kiU, 16. 
somewhat, something, S. C. Nov, 4. 
somme, sum, whole, v. vi. 8. 
aondry, separate, 111. vi. 35. 
soaet, song, S. C. Die. 15. 
aoQg, pret. sang, ii. vi. 3, in v. 40, S. ^ 
Dec. 15. 

sonned, ppl. adj. exposed to the sun, .S'. < 
Jan. 77. 

aoote, adv, sweetly, S.C. Apr. 1 1 r, Oct. <); 
sooth, 80th, truth, S.C. May 158, p. 441 
Sipt. 154; adv. truly, in. in. 13, 54, iv. il] 

27, V. X. 9, VI. ii. 9. 

aootblich, in. li. 14; soothly, v. x. 8, vi. 
13 : truly. 

soothsay, prediction, prophecy, il ix, 51, 1 
n. 35 ; omen, portent, in. viii. 50. 
soppa in wine, the common garden pm 
Dianthus plutnarius, S.C, Apr, 138, M( 
M- 

sorrow, to cause sorrow to, to grieve, iv. 1 

38. 

sort, ib. manner, fashion, i. iv. 37, iv. li. 2^ 

vii. VI. 39, Tiarts 198, 319, Hubbird 662 
company, in. i, 40, vi. ix. 5, x, 2, xi, 9, Pm 
Elegie 139; swarm, flock, v. iv. 36, vii. \ 

28. in sort at "•the same as, 1. xii. 20, v. \ 
17, VI. X. 33, Past, Elegie 216; i/i equa 

I sort m. m the same way, Amor. Son. 10. 
i sort, vb. to consort. Epitaph ( i ) 20, A moi 
j Son. 66. 

I souoe, -se, sowse, vb. to strike, i. v. 8 ; pre. 
soujt, IV. in. 25 ; 80wst,iv. iv. 30; soused 
IV, V. 36; to descend, swoop, in. iv. 1(1 
aoust, pa. part, thrown down, iv. vn. 
steeped, dipped, i. in. 31. 
aouldan, sultan, v. viii. 24. 
souse, sowoe, sb. swoop, pounce (of a hawk 
II. xi. 36, If, iii. 19, V. iv. 42 ; blow, stroke 
IV. viii. 44, V. iv. 24, xii. 23. 
soot, soot, II. VII. 3. 

southaayes, prophecies, omens, iv. xi. 1 3. ^ 
soothsay. 

touenauxioe, rsmembrance, are, ti. vi. ^ 

viii. 51, .y. C. May 82, Nov. 5. 

aownd, sb. swoon, mi. v. Arg. Cf. swound 
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Bownd, vb, ? \o wieid, i. xii. 5. I 

sowDCi lound, 1. i, 4I) 1). T. 30, VI. 47 )| 

p. 409. 

•oyle, dirt, iw. viii. 32; body, iv. ui. 16, 
Bdlay 83. 

space, to move, walk, roam, iv. ii. 44, vm. 

54,v.i. 1 1, VII. VI. 55. 

. Bpalles, ahoulderii 11. vi. 29. 

•pan, prei. iv, 11.49; ppl. adj.y Thru Ltu 
p. 6iJ : ipun. 

■pangs, spangles, iv. xi. ^45. 

■parckle, to emit tparkimgly, iii. 1. 32 
■pare, s6. niggardliness, sparing, 111. 1. 51. 
■pare, vb. to restrain, iv. viii. 37. gpard,/)ri 
part.\\.\u,6^S. C.Afay84; ipared,/)//. adj , 
S. C. Oct. 9 : laved, 
sparely, sparingly, S, C. May 41. 

■parke, to emit spariclingly, vi. xi. 31. 
sparkle, spark; beam of light, i. iv. ly/Fhrtt 
Lett. p. 6 1 8. 

sparre, bar, bolt, v. xi. 4. 

speot, pa. part, specked, spotted, 111. vii 33. 

■pecticle, 111. V. 32 . 

speculation, seeing, vision, H. Beaune 134. 
speed, »6. foriune, success, III. VIII 50, iv. v n 
speed, vb, to succeed, iii. vin. 51, Hubberd 
899 ; pret. spedd, Hubberd 357. 
spell, verse used as charm, .S’. C, March 54. 
spend, />a, part, spent, used, S. C. May 71. 
sparre, to bolt, bar, v. x. 37, S. C. May 334. 
iii- sparre. 

spersed, ppl. adj, 1. i. 39 : sperst, pa. port 
I. iv. 48, Bellay 195 , sperst, /re/, v. in. 37, 
Bellay lit: dispersed, scattered, 
spials, spies, watchers, 11. 1. 4. 
spicerce,-y,spyc-, spices, 11 xt 49,111.! 43, 
aromatic effluence, in, vi. 46, EUgie 40. 
spies, spyes, glances, looks, i. 11. 17, vi. vm. i 
43; f)es, 111. 1. 36. 

■pight, ib. spite, disgrace, injury, i. 1. 53, 11. 

V, 1 3, S. C. "Jan, 2, Jreb iSn. 

■pight, to grudge, envy, bear ill will to, in. 
V. 7, V. V. 39, \i. 111. 30 , vn. VI. 33, A', C. May 
19S. 

■pill, to destroy, i 111. 43, in. vii. 54, v xii 
36, VII. VI. ^OfClorinda li, Amor. hon. 23; 
to spoil, injure, n. ix. 37, ni.vin. 36, v. vi. I. 
vm. 19, S. C. Feb. 52, July 68, Gnat 348, 
Hubberd 716, Amor. Son. 17, 
spilt, /a. part. ? lavishly adorned, iv x. 5, 
aspire, to cause to shoot, send forth, ni. v. 52 ; 
pa. part, produced, R. T. p. 47 1, 
spoile, to ravage, carry off, n. vn. 35, v. vm 
18; reft. to rid onesell, 11. ii. 33. spotld, 
spoyled, pa. part, dqinved, bereft, i. ti, 24, 
S. C. p. 437. 


spoilefull, rapacious, n. x. 63. 
tpoDne,/rr/. ipuited, gushed, tv. ix. 'w;. 
sporlen, to play, fiolic, S.C. March 19. 

I spot, to blame, in. vi. 13. 
jspousail, 1. 11. 23s fur. v. iii. Arg.: mar- 
ruge. 

I spousd, pf. adj. betrothed, 1. x. 4. 
i spoyle, injury, in. viii. 33, 
j sprad, pa. part, spread, v. ix. 35, vi. n. 5. 

I spray, braiuh, vn. vn. 43, Dapkn. 330, Amor. 
Son. 40. 

spred, spreddan, to spread over, cover, 111. i. 
20, R. R. 272. 

sprent,/(i./or/. sprinkled, n. xii. 45, iv. li. 18, 
Mutop, 239. 

spright, spirit, 1. 1. 55, vn. 40, 52, p. 409, 
111. I. Clout 623; breath, vi. 1. 4, iii. 26. 
sprincklo: holy Ufoitr s.-> aspergillum or 
blush for spnnkling holy water, in xit. 13. 
spring » springal, Mutop. 292. 
springals, youths, stiiplings, v. x. 6. 
spring-headed, ppl. adj. having heads that 
spiiiig aftesh, n. xii. 23. 
sprites, ipinis, i. vni. 36. 
sprong, pret. sprang, in. 1.62, iv. 3, 

»>purue, to spur, 111. 1. 5. 
sqaaimishe, squeamish, fastidious, Three Utl. 
p. 623. 

square; out of 1. • out of its course, out 
of order, s . Pro). 1 , vn. vn. 52 , in s. «■ square, 
Bellay 30. 

squib, a paltry trifling fellow, Hubberd 37I. 
squire, square, carpenter’s rule, il. i. 58. 
Ntablish, to establish, arrange, n. ii. 32. 

I Htabllsbment, establishment, v. vin. 21. 
fttadle, prop, staff, 1. vi. 14. 
staid, conslaiit, fixed, 1. vn. 41. 
stale, duration, Clout 98. 
staino, to dim, deface, n. iv. 15 ; to eclipse, 
excel, R. T. 525, Daphn. 1 13. 
stairo, step, in. v. 54. 

staid, stalled, /rr. /nr/, confined [lit, and fig.), 
S. C. Sfpt. 1 20, Epitaph (2)2. 
stal’d, rescued, released, Hubberd 1245. 
stales, snares, baits, n. 1. 4, vi. x. 3. 
stalke, stride, n. vn. 36. 
stanck, wraiy, exliaustcd, S.C. Sept. 47. 
stare, to shine, glitter, in. vn. 39; pret. Hood 
stiffly on end, iii. xn. 36. 

Starke, adj. stiff, strong, 1. 1. 44, 11. i. 42; 
adv., .«. /ame — quiic lame, S. C. May 279. 
Star-read, knowledge of the stars, astronomy, 
V. Prol. 8. 

•tart, pret. started, rose, i. ii. 5. starts, pa. 
part, gone away, S. C. Apr. 25. 

■tartupps, rustic half-boot or buskin, dcKribsd 
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in the 16th c. as laced abore the ankle, 
S.C. 

state, sh. V, xi. 3. 
state, adj, stately, S. C. Sipt. 45. 
state, adv. stately, S» C. Sept, 45. 
stay, sb. restraint, Epitk. 250. 
stay, vb. to support, hold up, i. vi. 35, vii. lo, 
HI. xi. 23 ; to hinder, cause to stay, i. ix. 25, 
X. 45, II. ix. 8, VI. iii. 6; to place, 6x, Bellay 
14, Epigrams p. 606 ; to stop, ccaK, ElegieO^ ; 
stayed, ppi adj, constant, steady, resolute, 11. 
V. 1. xii. 29, VI. V. 36. cr. staid, 
stead, sted, -dd, -dde, sb. place, situation, 1 
viii. 17, ix. 41, xi. 46, ii. li. ai, iv. 42, iii. ii. 
16, xi. 50, IV. vn. 7, VI. i. 42, vn. vii. 13, 
S, C. May 43, Hubberd 861; condition, 
plight, V. xii. 23; while, space of time, vi. vii. 
40. 

stead, vh. to assist, avail, 11. ix. 9. 

steale, handle, stale, v. xii. 14. 

steane, stone, vii. vii. 42. 

steare, steer, iii.xi. 42, iv. vi. 37, vi. vni. 12. 

stearne, stern, Hubberd 1250. 

ateedie, steady, 11. i. 34. 

steely, of steel, v. 1. 9. 

steemed, pa. part, iv, iv. 3 ; pret. vi. x. 35 : 
esteemed. 

steep, to dye, stain, iii. i. 65. 

Stella, pseudonym^ Clout 532. 
stelths, thefts, i. iii. 16. 

Sterne, to exhale, 11. vi. 27. 
stemme, tb. stock, race, vn. vi. 2. 
stemme, to dash against, iv. li. 16. 
stemme, t/6.^ to encircle, vi. x. 12. 
stent, to cease, stop, 11. iv. la. Of. stint, vb. 
sterue, to die, ii. vi, 34, iv. 1. 4, 36 ; to starve, 
Hubberd 580, Love aoo. 
steuen, cry, voice, S.C. Sept. 224. 
stew, a hot, steaming place, i. xi. 44. 
stile, title, V. xi. 55 ; composition, 10. 

still, to drop, trickle, 111. li. 39 ; stild, pret. 

ly- tii. 35- 

stint, sb. limit, bound, Thest. 51. 
stint, vb. to stop, cease, 11. ii. 22, in. iv. 8, iv. 
iii. x8, ix. Arg., 15. 

atire, styre, to stir, move, incite, 11. i. 7, v. a, 
ix. 30, III. vii. 45. 
stooke» flock, Gnat 237. 
stookes, stockings, socks, S. C. p. 459. 
stole, mantle. 1.1. 4, 45, xii. 23. 
stomachoos, resentful, angry, 11. viii. 23. 
stomaoke, temper, 11. vii. 41 ; courage, spirit, 
Hubberd 1 103. 

stonds, stands, defences, 11. xi. 15. 
stonied, pa. part, astonished, alarmed, t. xi. 
30. 


stonisht, ppl, adj. astonisht, alarmed, r. xi. 

29 ; pa. part, vn. vii. 52. 
stoopegallaunt, (?), S. C. Feb. 90. 
stop, obstruction, obstacle, i.viii. 13. 
store : in s. -sat hand, iv. i. 9. 
stound, stownd, •«, sb.^ moment, i. viii. 38 ; 
in the i., ? at this moment, vi. viii. 16; time, 

I. xi. 36, HI. v. 29, VI. i. 42, S. C. Sept. 56, 
Hubberd 26. 

stound, stownd, sb.* stroke, blow, ii. viii. 32, 

V. ni. 22, S.C. Oct. 49, Muiop. 62; force of 
a blow, IV. vi. 37 ; attack, assault, aflray, in. 
i. 21, 63, vn. VI. 37; peril, vi. iii. 10; noise, 
S. C. Dec, 140, Hubberd 1353; ? violence, 
virulence, vi. vi. 5. 

stound, stownd, sb.* amazement, bewilder* 
ment, iv. vi. 1 2, vi. lii. 30, Elegie 53 ; trouble, 
sorrow, 1, vh. 25, viii. 25, in. ii. 26, vt. ii. 41, 
v. 6, 28, S.C. Mayie^’j. Dapkn. 560, Hubberd 
940 

stound, vh. pret, stunned, bewilderedi i. vii. 

12 ; part, v.xi. 29. 
stoupe, sb. concession, v. ix. 34. 
stoupe, vb. to stoop, I. V. 12 ; to swoop, n. xi. 
43- 

stoure, stowro, tumult, disturbance ; conflict, 
encounter, 1, 11. 7, v, 51, 11. x. 19, in, i, 34, ii. 

I 6, iv. 13, IV. 111. 15, V. 25, ix. 22,39, V. iii. 21, 

VI. vn. 8, p. 413, iS. C.j'as. 27,51, May 156, 
Teares 597, Jieauite 73; peril, i. lii. 30, iv, 
46, VII. 12, II. viil. 35, 111. IX. 13, IV. XII. 19, 
v. v. 18 ; crisis, n. in. 34 , fit, paroxysm, ni, ii. 
5, 111. 50. 

stout, bold, brave, doughty, i. vi. 39, in. iii. 

54, IV. I. II, n. 27, VI. 26, Past. Elegit 1 1 7. 
stowte, sb. a bold man, Three Lett. p. 625. 
strsine, sb. lineage, iv. viit. 33. 
straine, strayne, 1^. to weld, stretch forth, 

II. vii. 21, III. v. 21, VI. IV. 22 ; to constrain, 
force, S. C. Oct. I 2. 

Btraint, strain, v. n. 14. 
strait, a narrow passage, 11. vii. 40. 
strake, pret, struck, n. lii. 32, in. vii. 44, v. iii. 
33, VI. vii. II, Gnat 307, Petrarch 23. 
strakes, streaks, 11. iv. 15. 
straunge, added, borrowed, in. xii. 1 1. 
strawen, of straw, v. v. 50. 
stray noi to put into verse, S. C. Nov, 52. 
streight, close, tv. viii. 63 ; strict, strait, nar* 
row, v. V. 33, xii. lo. Amor. Son. 7 1, 
streighily, strictly, 11. vni. 29, S. C. p. 459; t 
closely, in. li. 34. 

streightnesso, straitness, v. vi. a. 
streigned, pa. part, restrained, Hubberd 1 1 90. 
strene, strain, race, r. ix. 32, vi. vi. 9. 
ttrMse, s^. distress, in. xt. 18. 
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ftnaiedy ppl, ad}, distressful, 11. x. 37. 
itrew»/r«/, strewed, scattered, 11. xi.aS. 
strioh, screechK>wl, n. xii. 36. 
strifull, atry*, strife-, full of strife, conten- 
tions, 11. ii. 13, III, n. I j, IV. in. 16, v. 34, 30, 
Hubbtrd 1021. 

stripe, blow, stroke, v. xi. 27. 
stroke, strooke, prei, 11. xn. 86, v. n. 53, v. 
lo, II, viii. 9; stroken, pa. part. vi. n. 7: 
struck. 

strond, strand, shore, 11. vi. 19, iii. vn. 26. 
strong, /><i. />ar/. strung. Gnat 16. 
strow, to scatter, v. \i. 40; strowd, prrt. 1. 
i. 35 ; to display, S. C. July 75. 
stubs, stumps of tices, i. ix, 34. 
studde, trunk, stem, S. C. March 13. stud, 
tree, shrub, Gnat 84. 
sturre, s6. disturbance, tumult, i. iv. 40. 
sturre, vb. to stir, S. C. Sept. 183. 
sty, -s, stie, to ascend, mount, 1. xt. 25, 11. vn. 
46, IV. IX. 33, p. 411, Bellay 148. 
aubiect,//)/. aJj, 1. xi. 19 ; pa. part. ni. vn. 4 
situated beneath. 

submisse, submissive, humble, iv. x. 51. 
subtile, delicate, tincly-spun, 11.x1t.77. 
lubuerat, ppi adj, iti. xn. 42 ; pa. part.^ 
Hubbird 12 subverted, 
tucoeed, to approach, vi. iv. 8. 
auooeaae, succession, 11. x. 45, Gnat 30 ; issue, 
result, IV. IX. 24. 

aude, pa. part, wooed, vi. viii. 20. Cf. sew. 
sufferanoe, -aunce, patience, endurance, 1. 1. 
50, It. viii, 47, IV I. 54, vni. I. fit in s.« 
property retained after the title to it has ceased, 
S. C. May I o6. 

sufflsauDce, abundance, Miaop. 207. 
suflttsed, ppi adj, salistied, i. n. 43. 
sugred, ppi. adj. sweet, 11. v. 33. 
suit, -e, pursuit, 11. vn. 10, iii. xi. 5, v. vm. 3. 
iutt and service as followers, vi vn. 

34. Cf. sew. 

sunder: tn s * asunder, Three Utl. |>. 619, 
sundry, different, distinct, Epitaph {2) 12; 
sundry way - pining of the way, n.xi. 35. 
sunneshine, sunshiny, S. C. Jan. 3. 
suppled, pret. made supple, in. v. 33. 
supplie, to reinforce, Teares 537. supplyde, 
pa, part, made up for, vi. vm. 9. 
suppress, to keep down, osercome, vi. vni. 

18, xii. 31. supprest, pa. part. 1. vi. 40. 
surbate, to bruise, baiter, in. iv. 34. surbet, 
pa, part, ii.ii. 22. 

suroeasse, -cease, to leave off, refrain finally, 
stop, cause to stop, iii. i. 23, iv. li. 19, vi. vi. 
43* S’ ^P^’ HsAbfrd laai, Amor. 
^n. 11. suroeaat, pret. in. iv. 31 ; pa. part. 


V. ii. 37. suroeasing, vhl. tb. stoppage, 
Thru Lett, p. 635. 

a urobarged,^re/. charged with renewed vigour, 
iv. IX. 30 ; pa. part, overladen, iv. vii, 32. 
sure, surely, v. ix. 38. 
surplusage, excess, 11. vii, 18. 
surprise, to seize suddenly, vi. x. 34. 
surprysall, capture, surprising, Gnat 536. 
fcurquedry, -ie, presumption, arrogance, 11. xii. 
3i» 39* !"• *3» »'i. 46, iv. 7, x. 2, v. ii. 30, 

S,C. Feb. 49, iiorlds Vanitie 105. 
suruew, -o, to survey, S. C, Feb. 1 45, R. R. 

101 ; to overlook, 11. ix. 45, Gnat 221. 
suruiewe, survey, exammaiioii, Two Lett. 
p. 640. 

suspect, suspicion, i. vi. 13, iir. xii. 14, v. vii. 
38, VI. 111. 23. 

suspenoe, in doubt, iv. vi. 34. 
suspilton, suspicion, Muiop, 376. 
swame, swayue, boy, youth, man, r. ii. 4, 
II. XI. 28, VI. vn. 22, S. C. March 79, R. T. 
234; labourer, rustic, Hubbtrd 303, Daph. 

sware, pret. swore, 1. ni. 16. 

■wart, dark, swarthy, 11. x. 15. 
swarue, to swerve, turn, retreat, 1. x. I4, 11. 
'"•43» vm. 30,36, m.i. 11. 
swat, pret, sweated, lit. v. 3, v. ii. 46. 
sway, sb. swing, ripul motion, blow, 1. vni. 8, 

II. VIII. 38, XII. 20 ; force, 11, xi. 36, v. v, 9^ vi. 
sin. 1 1. 

sway, vb. to brandish, wield, strike, 11. viii, 46, 

III. i. 66 ; to advance, attack, 11. x. 49. 
sweard, sword, tv. iii. 31, 33, Clout 314. 
sweatbbanda, iwaddling-bandi, vi. iv, 33. 
liweld, pret. swelled (with anger), Hubberd 

>340- 

swelt pret, swelled, raged, i. vii. 6, m. xi. 27. 
swelt '^tpret, swooned, fainted, iv, vii. 9, vi. xii. 
21. 

Bwet, pret, sweated, tv. x. 38. 
swinck, sh. toil, labour, S, C, May 36, July 34. 
swinck, awinke, vb. to toil, labour, 11, vii. 
8, VI. IV. 33, S. C. Sept. 132, 
awinged, pret. singed, 1. xi. 6. 

Bwouod, awownd, swowne, sb. swoon, 1. 1. 
41, V. 19, X. 52, 11. XI. 35, III. vi. 7, IV. vii. 9, 

VI. lii. 10, V.6, Daphn. 545. 

swowned, pa. tart, sunk, drowned (as in a 
swoon), V. V. 30, 

ayker, surely, S. C. July 33, 03. Cf. sioker. 
synapatbiie, to agree, or harmonixe with, 
H. Beauiie 192. 

synd, pa, part, simed, Amor. Son. fj, 
■yrlyt, surly, S. C. July 203, 
sythe, time, Clout 23. Cf.^slth. 
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tabld^ picture, i. ix. 59; tablet, iii. iv. 10. 
tabrere, player on the tabor or drum, S. C. 
May 22. 

tackles, tackle ; equipment of a ship, 1. xii. 42. 
taduaunoe, to advance, S. C. Feb. 86. 
taking, plight, condition, S. C. Apr. 156. 
talaunts, -ants, claws, i. vui. 48, xi. 41, xn, 
II. 

tamburins, small tabors or drums, S, C. June 
59 - 

tane, pa. part, taken, Dapkn. 365, Then. 
^ 7 - 

tapet, tapestry, figured cloth, iii. xi. 29, Mutop. 
276. 

targe, shield, 11. v. 6, iv. xn. 14, vi. li, 44. 
tarras, terrace, v. ix. 21. 

Tartar, -e, Tartarus; the infernal regions, ii. 
xii. 6, Gnat 444, Hubberd 1 294. 
tasseli gent, tercel, a male falcon or gos- 
hawk, III. iv. 49. 

tasswage, to assuage, S.C. Nov. 2. 
tawdrie laoe,a silk ‘ lace* or necktie, originally 
lace sold at fairs during the festival of St. 
Audrey (Ethelreda), S. C. Apr. 135. 
teade, -e, torch, i. xii. 37, Mutop. 293, Epitk. 

27. 

tedula, trochilus or crocodilc-bird, Wor/Js 
Vaniiie 35. 

teemed, ppl. adj. harnessed in a team, Gnat 
3 M. 

teene, tone, sb. affliction, grief, sorrow, i ix, 
34,11. i. 58, III, V. 40,^'.C.Afoi>. ^i^Dapkn.ii , 
injury, hurt, i. xn. 18. 
f/oene, vb. to appoint, allot, 11. 1. 59. 
tell, to count, 11. vii. 19 leld, prel. told, vi. 
i. pa, part. y\\ . VI. 27, vii. 13. 
teme, team, i. v. 28. 

temed, ppl. adj. yoked in a team, in. iv. 34. 

Cf. teemed, 

temewise, in a team, iii. xi. 40. 
temper, to govern, control, Hubberd 1294. 
tempring, pres. part, restraining himself, 11. 
VI. 26; tempred, /re/, iv. x. 33. 
temperature, proportion, combination. Amor 
Son. 13. 

tend, vb. to attend, v, vii. 9 ; ? to be suitable or 
opportune, v. lii. 40 ; pret., ? directed his wav, 
Elegie 52. 

tendance, wailing in expectation, Hubberd 
908. 

tender, tp cheriih, fojter, lre»t with tender- 
ness, 111 . V. 5 1 , vi. 51, VI. xii. 1 1 ; to hold precious, 
v.Tn.45, »!>• 21- 


tenor, mariner or fiuhion of behaviour, conduct 
IV. vii. 47; second tenor^ countertenor or 
second part in a musical composition ; hence, 
lower tone or strain, 1. xi. 7. ’ 

terlbinth, the turpentine tree, Pistacia Tere- 
binthu^, S. C. July 86 . 

terme, terms, v.xi. 56; condition, mor. Son. 2 1 . 
termelesae, boundless, endless, H. Love 75. 
Tbeana, pseudonym^ Clout 492. 
theatre, iii. xn. 3 ; thdatre, iv. iii. 37. 
thee, to prosper, thrive, 11, 1. 33. 
theeuerie, -y, theft, 111. xi. 45, 315, 

thelement, the elements, S. C. Feb. 1 16. 
then, than, 1. vi. 3, 45, ii. iv. 15, p. 407 &c. 
thend, the end, S.C. Feb. 237. 
thereout, thence, Hubberd 484. 
therewithal, with that, vi. vii. 35. 
thetch, to thatch, Hubberd 264. 
thether, thither, vi. ix. 4, 
thewed. trained, instructed in morals and 
manners : ppl. adj. 11. vi. 26 ; pa. part., S. C. 
Feb. 96, lieaniie 137. 
thelf, the elf, S. c! March 55. 
thewes, manners, habits, 1. ix. 3, x. 4, 11. i. 33, 

X. 59, IV. IX. 14, VI. li. 2, 31 , IV. 38. 
thicke, dense part of a wood, thicket, 11. 1. 

39, S. C. March 73. 

thilkfe), this, S. C. Jan. 61, March 13, 49, 
Apr. 154. May 6, July 1, Sept. 66, 98, Oct. 

53. 

tho(e), then, thereupon, 1. i. 18,50, in. i. 23, 

I S. C. Jan. ii.Feb. 2lSyMarch 73; aifi/.then, 

I III. V. 6, S.C. Feb. 160, AfarcA 19, 22, May 

tho, pron. those, .S'. C. Sept. 32. 
thone, the one, S. C. p. 420. 
thorough, through, i.i. 32. 
thother, the other, S, C. p. 420. 
thous, thou art, S. C. July 33, Clout 292. 
thraldomo, subiection, captivity, in. xi. 16, iv. 

I. 8,v. V.32. 

thrall, sb. slave, 1. v. 51, vn. vii. 19, R. T. 
114, Amor. Son. 82; adj. subiect, enslaved, 
captive, I. VII. 44, iv. xi. ’7, vii. vii. 17, ta. 
H.Ix>vei$^. 

thrall, vb, to make captive, enslave, v. v. 29 
ihrald, thralled, pa. part. 11.1. 54. m. 

XI. 15, VI. viii. 7, ir, VII. V1.7 ; ?to dominate 
{intr.), VI. XI. 44. 

threaaure, treasure, 11. vii. Arg. 
throaaury, store of treasure, 11. vu. 4. 
threat, to threaten, iv. vn. 37, v. xn. 18: to 
move threateningly, vi. v, 19. 
threatftill, threatening, in. xii. 37, iv. vi, la 
Mutop. 85. 



|hre»-aqaare, wuh three equal >idcs, i. vi.41, 
in. i. iv. 16. 

;lir0tb, to thrash, strike, in. vii. 32. 
:.hrMh6r, instrument for thrashing or striking, 
V. VI. 39. 

;hrettie, thirty, S. C. Feb, 17. 

>hrid, thread, iv. li. 48, 50. 

^rill,to pierce, penetrate (/n. and n,. ,, 
^ 20; thrild, thrilled, prel. 1. vi. 37, n. xn 
78, IV. VII. 31 ; pa. part. 1. viii. 39.111. v. 21, 
IV. vii. 36; ppl. adj. HI. ;i. 32; thrilling, 
ppl adj. I. iii. 43, S. C. May 308. 
phrillant, piercing, penetrating, 1. xi 30, 11. i\ 

U6. 

khriae, by a great deal, in. viii 7. 

Ihriat, s6. thirst, 11. vi. 17. 

^hristed, pret. thirsted, 1. vi. 38. 

^hriity, -ie, thirsty, 1. x. 38, ii. v. 30, S.C. 
\May 138. 

Ibrong, to press, crush, 111. ix. 45. 
Ihroughly, thoroughly, 11. vii. 58, iv. xii. 22, 
23, V. iii. 17, p. 407. 

|ibrow\ time, instant, in. iv. 53. 
kbrow’, tbro, pang, throe, 1. x. 41, vi. xn. 17, 
Muiop. 414, 

throw’, throe, thrust, throw (of a weapon), 
'Ji. V. 9. vin. 41, in. V. 31 , IV. in. 26, 33, vni. 
^ 35 , Tenres 134. 
l^uniit, ib. thirst, in. vn. 50. 

Piruet, vb, to thirst, ii. 11. 29. 

Ilhwart, athwart, across, ni. vn. 43. 
|^warling,/)res./fir/.Iaymgacross, Gnat 
fickle, unstable, inconstant, tJiKcrtain, in. iv. 
128, VI, iii. 5, vn. vii. 32, VIM. i,S.C.yuiy 14 , 
Petrarch 85. 

jlokle, vb. tntr. to tingle, thrill, vn. vi. 46, 
Muiop, 394. 

ide, tyde, time, oppoitumty, 1. n. 39, m. vi. 
121, IX. 32, IV. VI. 47, vn, 47, Muiop. 401^, 
‘Pro/A. 177, 

Ight, pret. tied, vi. xn 34. 

Imbered, massive, v. n, 50. 

^meleiie, untimely, Epiiaph{i) 12. 

^mely, passing (of time), i. iv. 4 ; keeping 
time, 1. V. 3 ; seasonable, S. C. Jaii. 3S. 

Inct, tinged, S. Nov. 107 
^nd, tyiid,tynde,/re/. n. vm. 11, m. m. 57, 
IV. VII. 30 (’), Gnat 344 ; /a. part. m. vn. J5, 
X. 13, Gnat 504 : kindled, 
me, tyne, ib. pam, sorrow, affliction, 1. jx. 15, 
**• '••!. 33, Teares 3, Mntop. 
^2; hate, anger, in. 1. Cf. teen, tb. 
me, vb. to grieve, suffer, n, xi. 31. 
fre, sA.* tram, senes, i. iv. 35. 

W, tyre, sA.* attire, dress, i. viii. 46,11. ,.57, 

11 36, IX. 40, IV. X. 31. 
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tire, tyre, i>A, to attire, array, vn. vii, n, 
Gnat 30S. 

titmoae, tit, tomtit, S\ C. Nov. i 6 . 
to, as, for. to name^ friend, t. i. a8, v. ix. 43. 
tobruad, ppl. adj. completely battered, v, vIH, 
44 * 

todde, thick hush, S, C. March 67. 
tofore, before, iv. iv. 7, v. vii. 38, vr. vl, 9. 
tonnell, opening ol a ihimney, flue, n. ix. 
29. 

too, very, S. ('. Feb. 136 ; /00-/00, too verym 
exceedingly, vii. vi. 55, S. C. May 1 73; too 
or fro for or against, Tluo Lett. p. 6^0. 

I loolea, weapons, 11. lii. 3^. 

I tooting, pres. /art spying out, searching, 6\C, 

1 March 66. 

top, head, 1 \ii 29 

I topaido turuoy, topsy*lurvy, v viii. .^3. 
to rent, pa part, torn asunder, iv. vii. 8, v. 
viu 

tort, -0, wrong, injury, 1. \ii. 4, n. y, 17, jji, 
n 12, IV. vm. 31, R. T. 167, Ihbbird 
1078. 

tortious, wrong, wicked, injurious, n. ii. 18, 
w. IX. 12, V. vm. 30, 51, VII. VI. 10. 
tosse, 10 agitate, 1. vii, 27. 
toasen, to brandish, wield, ni. ii. 6, 
to tome, pa. part, torn to pieces, v. ix. 10. 
totty, .ie, uiuteadv, diaty, vn. vii. an. »S’. (\ 
Feb. 55. 

touch, timchilone true ai t » absolutely true, 
>. Ml. 2. 

tourney, ^/y. enfounter, in. n. 9, 
tourney, vb. to )oum, tilt, n. 1. 6. 
touzd, pa. part, harassed, worried, n. xi. 
.^.V 

toward, approaching, near at hand, n. iv. %i, 
III. 1. 9, fJaphn. 280 , promising, Muiop, 36. 
tdwards, forwaid, n. I 26,111 34. 
to worne, /a part, worn .»ur, v. ix. to. 
toy, 'b. play, amorous sport, ii. vi. 37, xii. 60. 
toy, f/y intr. to play, n. ix. 33, 
toy lea, nets, snares, Pa^t, EU^te 97. 
trace, 'b. path, iratk, vi. 1. 6, S. C. funt 27. 
trace, v/' to walk, 1. vm. 31, (htat 251 ; to 
travel, go forward, jv. vii. 38, vm. 34’ v. ix. 

7, VI. I. 7, 111. 29; to track, in. vn. 23; to 
*’ep, pace, dance, vi. ix. 42. 
tract, '6.^ course, process (of time), v. iv, 8, 
•S'. C. May 1 1 7, /i mor. .Son. j 8. 
tract, '/y.2 iMcc, irack, footprint,! i. ir, n, 
m. 19, VI. i\. 24, xn. 22, Gnat 2 -/(ff Hubbard 
406. 

tract, vb. to trace, track, ii. 1. 12, vi. vii, 3; 
tracted, pa. part. 11. vi. 39. 
trade, tread, track, n. vi. 39, Tearee 175 • 
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occupation, ii. xu. 30, S»C, June 45; con- 
duct, III. i. 67. 

tradefull, busy in traffic, Amor. Son. 15 . 
traduction, transfer, iv. in. 13. 
traine, trayne, artifice, wile, mare, 1. vi. 
3, VII. I, )x. 31, xii. 36, III. 111. 1 1 , X. 1 1, IV. 
VIII. 31, V. viit. 2, 19, xii. 40, Gnai 241, 
Muiop. 398, Clout 1 1 8, Pail. Elegie 97, 
trail, track, v. li. 15 ; assembly, v. 11. 33. 
tramels, nets (for the hair), 11.11 15, in. ix 20. 
transfard, /re/, transformed, iii. xi. 31. 
translated, transferred, v. vii. 29. 
transmew, to transform, transmute, i. vii. 35, 
11. iii. 37, III. I. 38, 
transmoue, to transform, in. xi. 43. 
transuerse : by /. »=in a haphazard way, vn. 

VII. 56. 

trap, to furnish with trappings, ii. viii. 16. 
trap fals, trap doors so made as to give way 
beneath the feet, pitfalls, v. n 7. 
trast, pret. moved, ran, v. viii. 37. Cf. trace, 
1 / 6 . 

trauayler, worker, Two Lett. p. 640. 
traueled, -eiled, pa. part, troubled, S. (\ 
Jan, Arg 6; laboured, R. R. 1 1 7. 
trauell, v6. toil, travail, vi. vn. 19, ix. 2. 
trauell, v6. to travail, labour (in childbirth) 

(A-), "f- >7- 

iraylo, s6. woven pattern, Muiop. 299. 
traylod,/o. part, interwoven with a pattern, 
V. V. 2. 

trayned, pa. part, vi. vi. 39 ; pret, u. vi. 42 
allured. 

treachetour, traitor, 11. x. 51, vi. vm 7. 
treachour, traitor, cheat, i. iv. 41, ix. 33, n 
i. 13 , IV. 27, Hubbard 1255, 
treague, truce, 11. ii. 33. 
treat, s6. parley, lil. vm. 17. 
treat, -en, vK to s{>cjk, talk (oO, i. vn. 40, 

vni. 43, IV. I. 16. 
treaty, anangernent, in. 1. ii. 
treen, of trees, 1. ii. 39, vn. 26. 
trenchaud, -ant, sharp, piercing, 1. 1. 17, xi. 
34, V, v. 9. 

trentals, services of thirty mas«es for the dead 
on as many successive days, Hubberd 453 . 
trespassed, pa. part, committed, Gnat 448. 
trlld, /re/, flowed, trickled, it, xii. 78. 
trim, neat, well-formed, in. i. 36, Pa^t.Elegte 
42 ; pleasing, in. 1. 40. 
trimly, neatly, 5 . C. Apr. 29. 
trinill, threefold, 1. xn. 39, H. Love 64. 
triplicitiea, trinities, triads, i. xii. 39, H. 
Love 64. 

tridmph, triilmphing, iv. li. 24, iv. a8. 
trode, troad, -e, footstep, truce, track, path. 


III. ix. 49, VI. X. 5, S, C. July 14, Sept. 9 
Hubberd 406. 

tromp(e),trumpet,iii.iii. 3,p.4i2; trumpetc 
herald, R. T. 434. 

troncheon, headless spear, cudgel, n. vi, 
3S, IV. in. 12. 

troth, truth, ii. i. ii, ii. 34. 
troublous, agitated, d.sturbed, ii. li. 24 ; res 
less, II. III. 4. 

trow(e), to believe, think, n. v. 13, v. n. 3, 
S. C. March 36, July 107. 
trump, trumpet, Amor. Son. 29, 85. C 
troiiip. 

truncked, ppl. adj. truncated, beheaded, 
vni. lo, n. v. 4. 

trusse, ^6. bundle, S.C. May 239. 
trusse, vh. to seize and caity off, i. xi. 19, r 
VII. iS; to pack up, ni. x. 46. 
trustily, -ely, faithfully, vi. lii. 19; wi: 
confidciice, Hubberd 55 . 
truth, trust, care, 1. vi. 12, 11. in. 2. 
try(e), trie, vb. to experience, iv. vn. 11 
R. T. 233; tride, pret. iv, vii. 2 ; trydi 
pa. part. vi. in 2 ; to prove (oneself), Hul 
herd 913. tryde, pa part, purified, n, ii. r 
tride,///. adj. firm, faithful, vi, viii. 33. 
trye, adj, choice, select, v. ii. 26. 
tunes, tones, siiams, Elegie 193. 
turmo^le,s/> trouble, agitation, i 4 mor.Son 11 
turmoyie, vb. intr, to labour amid trouhl' 
Gnat 132 ; tr. to disturb, agitate, R.R, 26' 
Petrarch 21. turmoi'ld, /a. part, trouble. 

IV. IX. 39. 

turney, 56. tournament, entounter, iv. vi. ( 
IX. 36. Cf tourney 

turney, vh. to joust, tilt, iv. >.7, v. ni. Ari 
Cf. tourney. 

turribant, turban, iv. xi. 28. 
twaine ; into even t aiinto two even portion 
Hubberd 1024. 

Iway, two, twain, 1. vn. 27, 11. vi. 31, iii. \ 
1 1 , n. II. 13, V. IV. 33, S. C. July 152. 
twight, to twit, v. VI. 12 . 
twine, twyne, s6. coil, band, i. vi. 14, ,9. f 
Aug. 30, Oct. m. 
twine, vb. to twist, iv. n. 51. 
twinne, pair, couple, Bellay 70, Epigran 
p. 507. 

twist, fabric made with a double and heni 
heavy thread, coarse cloth, Hubberd 460. 
iwyfold, twofold, I. V. 28. 
tyhyhing, /res. part, tittering. Three Lti\ 
p. 618. 

tyned, pret. were lost, perished, iv. xi. 361 j 
type, emblem, pattern, model, Teare$ 7J 
Gnat 557. I 
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tyrann®, tyrant, S, C. Cki. 98. 
tyraDness®, female tyrant, i. v 46. 
tyrannical : /. colours, S, C. p. 447. 
tyranning, tyrannizmgi iv. vn. 1. 
tyr®, head-dress, 1. x. 31. Cl. Ur®, sb} 
tyreling, tired, fatigued, 111. 1 17, vi. vn.40. 

U 

vgly, horrible, 1. ix. 48. 
vmbrier®, a dcfciKc for the lace, attached to 
a helmet, >11. 1. 43, iv. iv. 44. 
vnacquainted, strange, unknown, 1. x. 39. 
vnaduised, />/>/, adj. unpcrtuvcd, p. 413. 
vnawares, iuddenly, unexpected, iv vm. 7. 
Cf, vnwares 

vnbid, p pi. adj. not prayed for, 1. ix 54. 
vnblest, />//. adj. unwouiuled, n. 1 3. 
vnbrace, to unfasten, n.iv 9. 
vncaae, to strip, Hul»herd 1 3H0 ; fa. fart. 

revealed, v. 111. Arg., 39, llubberd 930 
vnchearefull, ihecrless, depressing. Efiih. 21. 
vncivile, uncivilized, wild, 11. vn. 3. 
vneomely, iinbeconnng, vi. vin. 51 
vncoraptrold, uncontrolled. Clout 662. 
Uncouth, strange, unusual, 1. i. 15, 11. v. 20, 

VI. 43, III. X. 34, IV. VII. 45, X. 45. V. V. 37, 

VII. VII. 6, 35 , unknown, 6'. ('. S ft. 60 
vnoruddod, uncurdicd, Epuh. J75. 
vndeflde, unch.illengcd, 11. vni. 31. 
Underfong, to ensnare, entrap, deceive, v 11. 

7, iS". C. jfwrie 103. toundertike, iV.f’. Nov 22 
vnder hand, secretly, iv xi 34 
vnderkeep, to keep under, subdue, oppress, 
in. V n. 33, Teares 77. 

vnderlay, to overpower, surpass, finnt ()i). 
vnderniinde, to undermine, deceive, v. vi. 

.^2. 

vndersaye, to say in contradiction, .V. ('.Sept 
91. 

vndemong, burden of a song, rtfram, S C. 
^ug. I 27, /)a/iAn.245,294, Clout 168, Prolh. 

no. 

vndertake, to hear, understand, v. m. 34. 
vndertane, /xr. /nr/, promised, v. vin. 3 
vndertimo, the time ot the midday rneal 
(iindcrn), in. vn, 13. 

vnderuerse, following or second verse, S. C. 
p.451. 

vndight, to take off, in. v. 31, ix. 19, v vm. 2 , 
pret. I. III. 4 ; pa. part. vi. vii. 19 ; pa. part. 
unloosened, 11. xii. 15, in. vi. 18. 

▼neasy, uncomfortable, disagreeable, i. v. 36. 
vneath, -ath, vnneath, adj. difficult, 1. x. 31 , 
111. V. 17, tv. vii. 40, Dafkn. 447 ; adv. with 
difficulty, uneasily, i. ix. 38, xi. 4, 11. 1. 56, in. 


l. 33, X. 2, IV. IX. 25, S. C. Ac//. 48, Pcul. 
Afglogut 32. vnoathaa, viuiothaa, ath. 
with difficulty, II. vi. 1, S.C.Jan. h. 

vnespydo, pa part, unseen, in. i. 37. 
vneuen, ill-matchril, vi. v, 9. 
vnfllde, ppl. adj. uiifMjlivhcd, in. vii. 30. 
vngentlo, diswiurlious, rude, iii i. (if. 
vngenllenosso, harshness, disa»uricsy, m. v. 
2 

vnguilty, iimocem, in. 11 26. 

vnhable, unable, intapable, i.iv. 33, vi.i, 16, 

m. 46 

vnhappy, -lo, unfortunate, inauspicious, 11. vi. 

4 ^ , unsiKicssUil, s I. IV. 31 ; uuhappiiV/ittiil 
With iiniulk lull ol trnks, Hubbird 49. 
vnhantic, slow , 1 111. 4. 
vnheale, -helo, to dispose, uncover, 11. xti, 64, 

IV V. 10. 

vnherst, fret reniovc<l from a hearse or momn 
ninit, V , 111. 37. 

vnhurtfull, doing no harm, Tunes 197, 
vnkeinpt, rmigh, uiijiolivhed [Jig.), m. x. 29, 
S. ( A ov 5 1 

vnkeud, -t, unknown, iv. xi 13, p. 416. 
vnkindn, uniutiiral, m 11. 43, liuhherd 52 
vukindly, unnatural, 11. x 9, S.i'.^an. 26. 
vnkodpoaaed, ppl. adj. williout a cod-piece, 
Three Utt, p. 625. Set kodpeaad. 
vnlaxt, pa, part, unlaced, vi. 1 39, 
viilich, unlike, 1. v. 28. 
vnlike, unhkdy, v. v. 38. 
vnlustyo, feeble, S.C, p, 458. 
viinethes, see vnoath. 
vnmanurd, ppl. adj untillcd, uncultivated, 
II. X. 5. 

vnmard, fa. fail, unspoiled, vi. x. 7. 
vnmeete, unfit, uniuitablr, unbecoming, 
unseemly, in. vi. 50, iv. i, 27, vi, iv, 37, vnii. 
22 . 

vninercifully, extremely, v. vn. 3k 
vnnoble, ignoble, base, Teartt 431^. 
vnplamed, -playnd, pfl. adj. not bewailed 
or lanicnlcd, JJnfhn. 79; f>a, part,^ Pait, 
Klfgie 136, 

vijproued, /// adj not tested, untried, i.vn. 
47- 

vnpuruaide, pa. part, deprived, vn, vi 14 
vnreaue, to disentangle, take lo pieces, Amor, 
bon. 23. 

vnred, J>fl. adj. untold, iv. xn. 2 
vnredrext, //'A adj. without redress, iv. viii, 
41. 

vorem6died (cf. rem^dileaae), Clorinda 8. 
vnreproued, ppl. adj. bLmcIrss, ii.vii. i6. 
vnreBtfalnett®, restlessiieii , uneatmcM, 6’. C. 
p. 430. 
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vnruliment, anruliness, iv. ix. 33. 

VDrulj, unreitrained, exceisive, vi. vi. 5. 
vnMaion, to strike or affect disagreeably, 
P* 4 » 3 * 

vneeena, unrevealed, incognito, iv. iv. 3. 
vnshed, ppl, adj. unparted, iv. vii. 40. 
vnsoote, not iweet, S. C. Dee, 118. 

▼napido, pa, part, unseen, iii. vi. 7. 
vnstayd, unsteady, vi. i. 20. 
VDstodfastnease, instability, Epigrarm 
p» 606. 

vnthrifty, wicked, 1. iv. 35. 
vnthriftyhed, •ihead,unthrirtiness, 11. xii. 18, 
111. xii. 25. 

vntill, -til, unto, towards, 1. xi. 4, S. C. Nov. 
185. 

vntimely, unfortunately, v. v. 29. 
vntitled, ppl, adj. without a title, claim, v. 

ix. 42. 

vntride, ppl, adj, not felt, experienced, i\. 
VII. II. Cf. try, v/i. 

vntruat, ppl, adj, unbound, Pas,i, Aeglogue 
VDualewd, ppl, adj. inestimable, Amor, Son. 

77 - 

vnwarea, unexpectedly, suddenly, 1. v. 18, 
111, i. 37, iv. iv. 31, S. C. March Arg., May 
275 ,* unknown, iv. iv. 27 ; unknowingly, 
Gnat 631. 

vnwario, unexpected, 1. xii. 25. 
vnwoating, adj. not knowing, unconscious, i. 
Ill 65, X. 65, 66, II. xn. 22 ; unknown, iii. in. 
57; adv. unwittingly, i. ii. 40, Hubberd 606. 
vnweetingly, unwittingly, v. vni. 15. 
vnweldy, adj. unwieldy, 1. viii. 24 ; adv, in 
an unwieldy iiianner, vi. vin. 38. 

Tnwiat, unknown, 111. 11. 26, ix. 21, iv. iv. 27, 
V. i. 9, 22. 

vnwont, unaccustomed, vi. xi. 40, S. C, Feb. 
. 33 - 

vnworthy, uinlescrved, vi. iv. 34. 
vnwreaked, pa, part, unrevenged, in. xi. 9. 
vpblowing, prts.part. blowing up, iii. iv. 1 3 
vp-blowne, pa, part, inflated, i. iv. ai. 
vpboundeu, pa. part, bound up, tied, iii. ix. 
20. 

vpbraide, reproach, abuse, iv. ix. 24, 28, v. 
XL 41, Huhhtrd 2. 

vpbrast, pret. burst asunder, vi. xi. 43. 
vpbray, vb. to bring reproach on, 11. iv. 45 ; 
to upbraid, iv. i. 43. 

vpbrayea, upbraidings, reproaches, m. vi. 50. 
vpbrottght, pret, brought up, reared, vi. iv. 

38. 

▼poheard, pret. encouraged, vi. i. 44. 
vpflld, pa. part filled up, iv. lii. 43. 


vphild, pa. part, upheld, vi. xu 21. 
vphoorded, ppl. adj. hoarded up, Teares 553. 
vpknit, to explain, sum up, iv. vi. 30. 
vpleaning, pres, part, leaning upon, Gnat 
154 - 

vprear, -e, to raise up, t. xi. 15, 11. i. 29, 111 

III . 45, IV. i. 55, VI. i. 19, 31, Daphn. 187. 
vprightly, honestly, really, S, C. p. 451. 
vpryat, pa. part, risen up, S, C. March 18. 
vpstaring, pres. pari, bristling, standing up, 

I. IX. 22. 

vpstart, adj. starting up, bristling, 11 1. x. 54. 
vpatart, vb. to start, rise up, 11. iv. 9, vni. 18, 
VI. viii. 40; vpatarting, ppl. adj. ii. xn. 39. 
vpstayd, pret. supported, in. xn. 21, iv. 1. 
37 - 

vptyde, pa. part, tied up, wound up, 11. ii. i, 
VI. IV. 34. 

vp-wound, pa. part, coiled up, i. i. 15. 
Vrania, pseudonym^ Clout 487. 
vrehina, hedgehogs, 11. xi. 13. 
vaage, behaviour, conduct, iv. vn. 45, Muiop. 
120. 

vaauDoe, -anoe, use, 11. vii. 7, Dapkn. 503. 
vse, sb. habit, conduct, it. v. 19, in. xi. 4. 
vae, vh. to be wont, accustomed, iv, v. 3, v. 
VIII. 17; to practise, iv. v. 3; did vse « used, 

IV. VIII. 5. 

vaurped, pa, part, used, affected, S. C. Sept. 
P- 4 .^ 5 - 

vsury, - 1 ©, interest, vi. viii. 9, Clout 39, 
Vlonnda 22. 

vtmost, last, ti. 1. 49; most outward, ii. xn. 
20, 21, VI. xn. 26; uttermost, iii. xi. 25, 
H. Love 108; funhest, 11. x. 12. 
vtter, adj. outer, 11. 11. 34, iv. x. ii. 
vtter, vb. to put out or forth, S. C. March 1 5. 

V 

vade, to vanish, depart, ni. ix. 20, v. li. 40, 
H. R. 279. 

vaile, vayle^ to let down, iii. ix. 20, Three 
Lett, p. 625. 

vaile*, to veil, conceal, p. 409. 
value, sb. poetic vein, S C. Oct. 23 ; humour, 
disposition, Hubberd 
vaine, adj, weak, frail, iv. ii. 48. 
vaineaae, \anity, R. T, 459, Bellay 26; 
folly, Worlds Vanitie 83. 
valiauuoe, valour, n. lii. 14, viii. 51, in. Ki. 
28. 

valoroua, brave, valiant, ti. iv. i , xi. 34. 
value, valour, 11. vi. 29, iii. xi. 14. 
valure, valour, Epita^ (0 4^* 
variable, various, iii. v. i, Froth. 13. 
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Turlet, jroung man, ii. ir. 37. 

TAunoiog, ^rfs. part, advancing, if. iv. 17. 
▼Aunt, to dUplay, exhibit, tii. u. 16 ; ▼Aunt* 
ad, ppi adj, iv. iv. 7. 

VAUntAge, advantage, opporlunity, tii. vii. 51. 
vAuntfull, boastful, Mutop. 54. 

VAUt, YAWta, s6. vault, 11. vu. a8, tx. ^9, 
Gnat 444, Huhbird 1 a J9. 

VAuta, vb. to vault, jump, leap, Hkbberd ^>93 
▼autad, pa. part. 111. iv 43; ppl. aJj.t C/o#/ 
61 1 . vaulted, arched. 

vaAle, IV. Y. 10, Tkrt* Utt, p. 611 . voU. 1 
i. 4, viii. 19, 11. Prol, 5, HI. 1. 59. veil {hi. 
Mijig.). 

▼allaziAga, ilavery {jig.), II ai. I 
▼ollat, velvet, S. C. Siay 185. 
vanary, hunting (Jig.), 1. vi. 22. 
vengaAble, eager for vengeance, 11. iv, 30. 
vangement, revenge, iv. vu 30, vi. in. 18 
vangar, avenger, 1 m jo. 

▼eiiim(e), venom, poison, Mutop. 35a, 
World* Vanttti 39. 

▼ant, to snuff, 6', Feb. 75. vented, prel. 
lifted up so as to give air, iii, t. 42. 
vantayla, -tAilo, movable front or mouth- 
piece of a helmet, which may be raised to 
admit fr^sh air, iit, 11 24, tv, vi, 19, v viii. 
12. 

▼antaroualy, daringly, Two Lett. p. 640. 
ventrad, pnl. ventured, iv. vii. 31. 
vantrous, venturous, daring, adventurous. 
It. xii. 44, IV. 11. 27, VI. 4, V. X. 30. 
verdit, judgement, opinion, decision, vii. vn. 
27, Three Lett, p. 6i8. 
vara, to turn, shift, i. xii. l, v. xii. 18. 
vermeil, •eill, *b. 11. a. 34, adj, iii. 1. 46, 
IV. IX. 27, Froth. 33 : veinnlion. 
vermily, vermilion, iii. vm, 6. 
varmin, (a noxious) insect, World* VamUe 77. 
vortue, povser, worth, v. i. 10. 
vartuous, polent, powerful, 11. xii. 86. 
Veruen, vervain ; one of several weedy plants 
of the genus Verbena, which formerly lud 
sacred associations, Mutop. 197. 
vestiment, vestment, garment, 1. m. 17. m. 
XU. 39, v. IX. 10. 
vetohy, of vetch, S, C. Sep>t. 356. 
vild, vylda, adj, vile, 1. lii. Arg., vi. 3, in 
VII. 15, V. XI. 18; ady. vilely, vi. t. Arg. 
vildly, vilely, i. i. 30, iii. 43. 
viralAjae, a short light song or poem written 
to an old French measure, in. x. 8, S. C. Nov. 
21 , Daphn, 317. 

▼irginglif keyed instrument of the harpiicbord 
dan. Two Lett, p. 636. 

▼Unomie, •j, visage, countenance, v. iv. 11, 


Mmop, 310, Amor. Son, 45, iWisc, Sohh. ii. 
Cf. phyinomy. 

visour, mask, disgutH, i. vti. 1, 

viiAll, necessary to life, life*gtving, il. u a. 

R. R.i42, Daphn. 197. 

voida, voyd, to avoid, turn aside, iv. vt. 3 , 
pa. part, turned aside, removed, vi. vii. 43 ; 
cleared, removed, v. iv. 46 ; to go, depart, 

S. C. Aug. 164, Epitaph (a) 35. 
voydnaato, cmptmesi, Clout 850. 
vow, will, wish, VII, SI. 33 

vulgar, -a, the coiumoii people, 1. v. 8, lit. 
XII. 4, V. II. 33, Teares 194. 

W 

wad, bundle, //. Love 226. 
wade, to go, pass, I. I li. 

WAO, woe, E. C. Sept 25. 
wag, to move, iv. is. 18, v. i. 31. 
wage, hb. pledge, 1. iv. 39. 
wage, vb to let out lor pay, 11. vu. 18, 
waged,/)//, adj. paid, Clout 383. 
wagmoiraa, quagmires, S. C. ^pt. 130. 
waide, f>a. part weiglied, proved, tv. ix. 38. 
Cf way. 

waift, waif, a thing blown by the wind or 
cat tied in by the sea, IV xii.31. Cf. weft, 16. 
waild,prr/, bewailed. That. 128. Cf. wayla. 
wailefull, wayU, rnournful, tii. iv. 38, v. vi 
36, S.C. Feb. 82, May aoi, Muiop. 13 . 
waine, wayne, wagon, 1 iv. 19, v. 41, lit. 
IV, 60. 

wained, pa. part, earned along, moved, vii. 

VI. JO. 

wait, -e, wayt, ob. to watch for, 11. iv. 17; 
to await, I. V. 3. v.xii. 12 ; to watch, lit. xi. 21. 
wakefUll, walciiful, lit. ix. 7. 
waladay, inlerj. alas I Gnat 417. 
walke, to move, wag, 11. iv. 5. walkt,pr//« 
rolled. III. XII. 13 . 

wallowed, p/>/. adj. grovelling, in. xi. 7. 
wan, adj. pale, faint, n. vi. 41 ; lurrowlul, sad, 
S. C. Oct. 85. wanne, feeble, S. C. Jan. 47. 
wan, ob. pret. won, gamed, 11. 11. 17, vi. 4I, 

VII. 54. 

wand, bough, branch, v. ti. 17. 
wanton, playful, 1. xii. 7 ; wild, in. vi. aa. 
war, worse, S. C. Sept, 
ward, *b, guard, garrison, n. xi. 15. 

ward, vh. to guard, 1. viii. 3, v. ix. 33 , S. C. 
July 43 ; to ward off, repel, 1. ix. lO. 

ware, adj. wary, sharp, 1. vii. 1 ; aware, in. 

IX. 38. 

ware, vb. pret. wore, i. iv. 47, 

I waraUua. unaware ; unawares, iv, ii. 3. v.v. 
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53; heedleti, nnwary, iv. x. 30, v. v. 17; 
unperceived, v. i. 33. 
warely, carefully, warily, 1. xii. 36. 
war-bable, fit for war, 11. x. 62. 
wariment, caution, iv. m. 1 7. 
warke, work, n. i. 32, S. C. May 145, Nov. 
65, Bellay 44. 

war-inoDger, a mercenary soldier, in. x. 29. 
warne» to deny, forbid, prevent, Clorinda 1 2. 
warrant, rule, licence. Two Lett. pp. 639, 640. 
warrayd, -eyd, -aid, pret. waged war on, 
attacked, 1. V. 48, n. X. 21,50; mtr. struggled, 
warred in. v. 48; pa. part, assailed, 

Amor. Son. 44. 

warre, knob or protuberance on a tree, S. C. 
Aug. 26. 

warre, adv. in a worse manner, iv. viii. 31. 
Cf. war. 

warriouresse, female warrior, v vii. 27. 
wasserman, male sea<monster of human form, 
II. XII. 24. 

wast, s6. waist. 11. xi. 1 2, v, x. 8. 
waat(e),o^f;. idle, useless, wasted, 1. i. 42,^. C. 
Feb. 133; stray, deserted, S. C. Sept. 198. 
waat, ^6. to lay waste, devastate, iv. 1. 45 ; 

wasted, pa. part., S. C. Jan. 19. 
wa8t(6)fuil, desolate, waste, barren, 1. ili. 3, 
M. vii. 2, xii. 8, MI. xi. 53, IV. viii. 8, S. C. 
June 50 ; devastating, S. C. Jan. 2. 
wastnesse, wilderness, i. iii. 3. 
watohet, light or pale-blue colour, in. iv. 40, 

IV. xi. 27, Ele^te 3. 

water>8prinkl6B, drops, splashes of water, 
IV. iii, 25. 

wav'd, pa. part, watered, having a sort of 
pattern on which there is a changeable play 
of light, IV. xi. 45. 
wawea, waves, 11. xii. 4. 
waxe, to grow, become, 11. x. 30; waxen, 
pa. part.jliubberd 599. Cf. wex, wox'en). 
way, to weigh, v. 11 46, 49; to consider, 
esteem, vii. vi. 55 ; to weigh consider, 

VII. VIII, I ; wayd, pret. i. x. 40; pa. part. 
VII. vii. 58 ; pa. part, weighed, determined, 
IV. i. 7. 

way'd, pret journeyed, iv. n. 13 
wayle, to bewail, lament, mourn, Daphn. 510, 
wayld, pa. part, 1. v. 23. 
wayment, ib. lamentation, in. iv. 35, /?. T. 
390 - 

wayment, vb. to lament, 11. i. 16, Teare^ 355. 
weale, happin««, Poit. Aeglogue 134. 
weanell, weanling, a lamb or kid newly 
weaned, S,C. Sept. 198. 
weare, to pass, spend (time), 1. i. 31. 
weariah, wixened, withered, iv. v. 34. 


weasand pipe, windpipe, iv. iii. 12. Cf. 

wesand. 

weather, to expose to the air, v. iv. 42, Muhp. 
184. 

weaued, pret. wavered, v. iv. 10. 

weed, undergrowth, iv. vii. 4. 

weed(6), weeds, clothes, dress, attire, 1. Pro). 

I, vii. 19, II. ni. 27, iv. 29, viii. 16, p. 409, 
S. C. July 168, Hubberd 132 1, Clout 71 1. 

weeke, wick, n. x 30. 
weeldlesse, unwieldy, iv. lii. 19. 
ween(e), -en, to expect, suppose, think, i. i 

10, x. 58, II. iv. 28, viii. 26, III. ii. 13, vi. 54, 

V. ii. 25 ; to tell, iv. xi. 27. 

weet(e), -en *, to know, learn, perceive, dis- 
cover, 1.111.6, VI 34, VII. 1 1, II. iti. 1 1, 111. i. 19, 

11. 6, V. 31, IV. 1. 41, 43, VI. ii. 30; to w. "cto 
wit, I. ill. 1 7, HI. VI. 54, IV. IV. 40, xi. 28, v, x. 
i,vi iii.3. 

weet*, to wet, iv. ix. 33. 
weeting, knowledge, v. x. 39. 
weetimgly, wittingly, knowingly, vi. iii. 11, 
Pas/. Elegte 22. 

weetlesse, unconscious, ignorant, thoughtless, 

III. n. 26, IX, 41 , VI VIII. 47, S C. July 35. 
weft, ib. =» waift, 111. x. 36, iv. ii. 4, v. in. 27, 

VI I. 18. 

weft, v6. : pa. part, wafted, carried, 11. vi. 18, 

VI. v. 23; waived, avoided, 111. iv. 36. 
weighing, pre$. part, considering, S C. p. 

417. Cf. way. 

welaway, cxcl. of distress, Amor. p. 577. 
welaway the while, alas the time! S. C 
Sept. 58. 

weid(e), to wield, i. xi 28, S. C. May 206 , 
to govern, manage, control, iv, Prol. i, \. 
IX, II, VI. viii. 11, R.T. 447, Hubberd 1232, 
Clout 130; to bear, S. C. Oct. 40 ; mtr, to 
exert oneself, iv. 1. 37. 
wele, weal, v. xi. 16 
welfare, may (it) prosper, iii. 11. 42. 
welhead, -hed, well head, source, fountain 
{lu. and/^.), 11. II. 6, vii. 15, v. ix. 26. 
welke, to fade, wane. 1 1. 23; welked,//^. 
adj., S. C. Jan. 73; pa. part., S C. Nov. 13. 
welkin, sky, heaven, 1. iv. 9 {attnb.), in. ix. 

I I, 5 . C. Sept, 187. 

well, ib. weal, happiness, 1. ii 43. 
well, vb. to pour forth {hi. and Jig.), 11. x. 26, 
VI. Prol. 7. 

well away, wel-, wellawaye, interj. alas I 
II. vi. 43, vm. 46, V. i, 15, S. C. Aug. 19. 
well to donne, welldoing, 1. x. 33. 
weltre, to roll, wallow, S. C. July 197. 
wend\ to turn, go, 1. i. 28, iv. viii. 50. 
wend *, pret. thought, vii. vi. 1 1 . Cf. ween. 
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wenei to think, S, C. March 35. Cl. woen. I wield, to twAy, iiifluciKc, v. x. 34. 


went, course, journey, iv. v. 46 ; rciort, haunt, 
IV. ii. 47; turning, veering, vi. vi. 3. 
wet&nd, wuidpipe, v. ii. 14, S. C. Sept, a 10. 
weet, to let (of the lun), v. Prol. 8. 

wex, ib. wax, 111. vnu 6. 

wex(e), vb. to Wax, grow, become, 1. 11. 4, iv. 
30, 11. lii. 9, X. 20, 111. i. 47, vn. 24, ix. 13, vi. 
i. Arg,, xii. II, S. C. Feb. 124, June 103, 
Clout 851; wexen, 3rd pm. flur. 

S. C. Aug, 96, Oct. 43 ; pa, part , R. T. 472. 
wext, />n. part, increased, iv. 11. 53. 
wexen, waxen, S. V. Dec, 68. 

wey, to weigh, consider, //M66erd n 2. Cf. way 
whally, having a greenish tinge, i. iv. 34 
what, fare, thiiig<i. vi. ix. 7. 

what (is he) for a (ladde), what kind of 
(a lad 18 he), S. C. Apr. 17. 
wheare, place, m. iv. 19. 
whelky, knobby, loundcd, Gnat 105 
whelmd, pa. part. 11. 11. 43; prei. vii. vi. 53 
overwhelmed, criiihcd. whelming, /*/>/. aJ>. 
11, IV. 17. 

whenas, when, i. ii. 32, 11. ix. lo, 14, p. 413. 
whereas, where*as, where, it. xn. 43, mi. 
VI. 17,47, 48. 

whet, /'O. part, whetted, sharpened, vi vin 45 
whether, /iron., adj. which (of two), i. n. 37. 
IV. 111. 37, IX. I, 1 0 , V. 11 . j 7, Ml. Ml 57, Huh- 
herd 997, 

whether, adv. whither, \. mu 48, Clout 251. 
whight, while, 11. 111. 26. 
while, time, iv. 1. 7, S. C, Jan. 8, thewhylr'^ 
-while, M. vi. 44. 

whilere, whyl-, *eare, rrewhile, l.jteh 
formerly, 1. ix. 28, 111 \i. 26, \ l 7, iv v. h, 
Pnit. Aeglogue 143 ; already, lu. ix. 13. 
whiles, while, 11. iv. 34. 
whilom, -e, whyl-, formerly, once. 1. Prol, 
J, in. vii. 47. p. 4J0, A’. C. Apr. 23. 
w'hirlpooles, sea-niomteri of the whale kind, 
11. XII. 23. 

whist, pa. port, silenced, vii. mi. 5,9. 
whistler, ? plover or pewit, 11. xn. 36. 
whit : uo u. nothing at all, not at all, 11. vni. 

54, IV. VII. 44. 

white, mark, Three Lett. p. 619. 
whot, whott(e), hot, 1. x. 26, 11. 1. 58, vin. 
il, IX. 29, m. vii. 49, S, C. March 41, Sept. 
1 1 2, whotest, hottest, S. C. p. 447. 
wicked, baneful, cruel, in. xi. 34. 
widder, wider, S. C. Sept. 210. 
wide, wyde, round about, vi. xi. 18; sway, 
i.i. 3^, XI. 5, n. viii. 36. 
widow, bereaved, Paxi, Aeglogue 112. 
widowhead, widowhood, Tearee 340. 


wight, s6.* creature, person, human being, 1. 
ii. 30, 4a, V. 36, IX. 23, II. xi. 8, III. iii. 60, ix. 
21, IV. vii. 10, XU. 19, v.Prol. g.S, C. A/>r, 47. 
wight, sA.‘ blame, C. June loo. Cf.wita,*A. 
wight, adj. miuble, active, S, C. March 91. 
wightly, quickly, S. C. Sept, 5. 
wildings, crab-applci, in. vii. 17. 
wile, wyie, to lieguile, in, x. 3. 
will, sb dcsiie, lUauite 158. 
will, vb. to with, request, v. xii. 8, 9, wild, 
pret. ordered, vi. vn. 35 will or ;ri//» willy 
nillv, 1 III. 43. 

Wimble, nimble, S. (\ March 91. 
wimple, loxtruig ol linen worn by women oil 
the head, cheeks, and neck, 1. xn. 2 2. 
wimpled, /o. part. 1. 1. 4; pret vn. vii. 5: 

laid, l.iy in plans or folds, 
win, to reach, get to, vi. 1. 23. 
wiude, to perceive or follow by the icent, v, 
n. 25 

wine fats, vats of wine, vn. vii, 39. 
wisards, sigM, wi^e intii, wi/aidx, i. iv. 12, 
11. IX. 53. V. Ihol. 8. 

wise, wiee, wanner, guise, in. i. 55, il. 34, 
VI. ix. 6, vn. vn. 18, 'I'eares 170. 
wishful, desirable, v. ix. 10, 
wist, fre/. knew, i. 11. 40, lit. n. 23, iv. i. 7, 
xn. J 7. Cf. wot. 

wit, wilt, knowledge, inlelligeme, li. xii. 44, 
in. 1. 12, IV. IV. 39; nnnd, Llout 707. 
wilche, witch-elni, S C, June 20. 
wite, d), blame, tensuic, vi. in 16, xii. 4I. 
wito, witen, wyto, vb. to blame, reproach, 
ceiiMiie, 11. xii, l6, in. iv. 32, iv. I’rol, 1, 
v, XI. 57, S. (\ May 159, July 2 io, Aug, I36, 
Jiubherd 348, Clvut 749, 916. 
witelesie, blamclecs, S. C, Aug, 136. 
withdraw, to carry of], iii. xi. 30. 
with hault,/rfr. withheld, n. xi. 9. 
without, outside, vn. vii. 52. 
withouten, without, n. vin. 47, iv. vn. 2, v. 
XII. 39, vn. vn. 53,6’ C. Oct. 29, Hubberd 
158, 186, 

witnesse, a rough edge (as in the leivei of 
books), Three Lett. p. O25. 
wittily, wisely, seosibly, 11. ix. 53. 
wiuehood, state of being a wile, iv. v. 3. 
wiuely, wjfelike, iv. v. 3. 
wo, woe, lad, 11. vni. 53, iv. i. 38. 
womanhead, -hed, womanhood, womankind, 
II. xn 55, V. IX. 43, Muiop, 345 ; womanli* 
neu, vi.il. 15, Clout 512. woiliADhood, 
womanly feeling, vi. vhi. 51. 
won, wonne, »6. abode, dwelling-place, re- 
treat, 11. vii 20, xii. 11, III III. 7, viii. 37, 
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ir. viii. 2^ y. .ix« S, vi* iii. 37, xi. 35, Citmt 
.5ai^ , ,, r. ^ 


wont vb,^i did won^'wu wont, uiedi,iti. ix. 
91. wonnedi. pv/* was wont, S*C. Fib. 
i|i(^ Won«t, j» wont, II. 

WQi^od, wonderful, it. xii. 44, iv. xi.49^' 
wo]i(e), wonno* vft.'to dwell, live, abide, 1. vi. 
39» "« i* 51, iiu 18, vii. 49, xii. 69, iiu i. 3, 
ii. 14, iii, 2bf V. J7, tv. vi. 5, xL 37, vi.ii. 15, 
S. C, Fib, 1^4, Cloui 307. 

WOnne, : prU. i. vi. 39 (inir.) ; pa. part., 
JHubhifa 751 (/r.) : conquered, 
wonning, dwelling-place, vt. iv. 13. 
wont, ppU ndj. wonted, accustomed, i. iii. i. 
CC von, v6. 

wont, pTit. was, were acouftomed, iv. vii. 6, 
40 ; < used to S. C. F*b, lo8. wontet, 
wonts, is accustomed, 11. ii. 42, Amor, Son. 
39. Cf. won, pb. 

wonUease, unaccustomed, Biautii 2, 

wood, mad, furious, 1. iv. 34, v. 20, 11. tv. ii, 
IV. ix. 29, S. C* March 55, Aug. 75, HuFberd 
U 52 . 

woodnesae, madness, 111. xi. 27. 

wooe, to obtain by solicitation, iv. x. 57. 
woon, to dwell,i( 7 aa/ 18, Clout 774. Cf. won, 

v6.> 

word, motto, IV, iv. 39, 

wore, pnt. passed, tv. ix. 19. Cf. wears, 
world: }vorldi prick » earthly magnificence, 

R.R. 422. 

worship, glory, honour, 1. i. 3, 111. ii. 8. 
worth, sb.: in w.j in good u/. »in good part, 

pp. 411,413,413. 

worthy vb, : wo wortkmMfoe betide, 11. vi. 33, 
fipiiaphiz) 13, 

worthy, deserved, i. i. 26, Si C. Jum lOo. 
wot, wote, to know, i. i. 13, 32, ti. 18, ix. 43, 
Ik iii. 1 ^, III. ix. 7, vii. VI. 33 , iS.C.i'f64 85, 

March 102. 

wound, pa. pari, weaved, lu xii. 82. 
woundjiesae, unwouiided, S. C, Oct. 41. 
wqmo^tprqt. wooed, vi. xi, 4, Pas/. Eligii^T. 
wox(e), /ra/. waxed, became, grew, II. viii. 9,47, 
,x,J7.,|iik 22,414 iii. 17, iv. 3a, iv. viii. 31, v. 
it, 46, S. C. Jan. 5, Bnhhird 1 103. woxon. 
/a, part, beconie, grown, i. iv, 34, a. 29, iii. v. 
29, X. 6p)Xit. vU6,p. 41 1 , PaU, Aighgui J 1 3. 
wr»ok(e), wreck, destruction, r. vi. 1, iv. ix. 
25« Tiara 400 j violence, S, C. Fib, 10. 

destructive, vk ix.a 7 . 
tyreiij^ to wrest, v. xii. 31. 
ernaatUiMir^V/estliiig, Thru Lift. p. 616. 
Wnte, pTit. wrote, iii. xi|, 31. 

mewing (m aaatViVi. 

, 


wrowke, tb. revaige^ punishment, 1. 43, 

xtk 16 ; destruction, ruin,’ in. vii. 48 ; wreck, 
Teares 1^4, P.P, 33. i 

wraak, * 4 , vb. to xvcnge, i. iv. Afg., it. Hi. 1 4, 
iv. i. 39, 52, vi. 38 {inir.), Gnat 579. 
wreal^U, avenging, v. i.8, 
wreath, to turn, twist, it. i. 56, Billay 74. 
wreathed, ppl. ad], writhing/ Gnat 253 ; 
twisted, Clout 345. 
wrecker to avenge, v. iv. 24. 
wreokfull, destructive, vi. viii. 36. 
wrest, vb. to wrench, twist, turn. if. xii. 81, 

V. xii. 34, Beautie 1 58. 

wrest \ wrist, i. v. 6, 11. ii. 21, viii. 22, in. vii. 
2, iv. xi. 51. 

wrest •, wrench, ii. xi. 42. 
wretch, wretched, vi. ix. 30. 
wrethed, ppl. adj. twisted, coiled, 1. 1. 18. 
wrigle, wriggling, S, C, Fib. 7. 
wring, to distress, 1. xi. 39 ; to turn, twist, vt. 
vii. 9 ; to tirn or divert the course of, to 
aflfcct, Worlds Vaniiii 126, 
writ, written document, i. xii. 25. write, p/wr. 
writings, 111. ii. 1, iv. ii. 33, vi. xii. 4I, Tians 
iii. 

wrialed,^//. adj. wrinkled, ihri veiled, 1. viii. 47. 
wroke,n. v. 31, iv. vii. 26: WTOken,iv. ii. 21, 

VI. ii. 7, S, C. March 108, Muiop. 99 ; pa. 
part, avenged. 

wrought, pa. part, app. released, freed, v. v. 
Arg. 

wrye, awry, S. C. Feb. 28. 
wull, will, Epith. 2^2. 
wynd, to extricate, vi. iv. 26. 

Y 

y-, archaic prehx used to form the past par- 
ticiple, c.g. ybrought, brought, i. v. 5. 
ymounted, mounted, u ii. 39. 
yate, gate, S. C. May 224. 
ybent, turned, iii. iv. 47. 
ybet, beaten, iv. iv. 9. 

y blent, blinded, dazzled, 1. ii. 5, it. vii. l, 
S.C. Apr. 155. 
y bore, bom, III. iv. 21. 
y brent, burnt out, 111. ix. 53. 
yolad, yoled, clothed, 1. i. i, ir. 38. 
ycleepe, to call, C/ov/ 65. 
yoleped* called, named^ Jii. v. 8. 
ycond, learnt, S. C. May 262. 
ydlesae, idleness, vi. ii. 31. 
ydrad, dreaded, i. .i. a, v. xi. 3, xii. 37. ^ 
yaame, to earn, vi. i. 40, vii. 15. ^ 
yede, yeed, yead, to go, i. xi, 5, ii, iv. j, 
S. C..>iy 109, 5 fp/. 145. 
yeeld, ta adnuti grant. It. ix. 38. 




GLOSSARY. 


729 


»uen, giren, S. C, April 1 14. 
fare, together, in company with, 1. ix. i, n. 
• 35. ix. 2, III. vii. 48, ix. 13, X. 16, vii. vi. 
JI, S,C, Apr. 68, yuly I43. 
tlaunat, prtt. glanced, glided, 11. vi. 31. 
50a, pa. part, gone, S. C, May 67, Aov. 76. 
goa, adv. ago, i. ii. 18, iii. v. 9, xii. 41, 
?. C. Nov. 81 ; /a/e lately, n. i. 2. 

(eld, to admit, grant, 11. Prof. 4. 
trk, to lath, m. vii. 44. 

[ike, alike, i. iv. 27 ; y. as *- 1 ike, S. C. May 
r6. 

Ika, that (wme), .S. C. Aug. 142. 

[nolt, melted, in. xi. 25. 

mpt, impa, vh. 

nd, India, i. v. 4, vi. 2. 

ana, inn, abode, S. C. Feb. 89, Nov. 16. 

>d, y ode, ^re/, went, i. x. 53, n. vii. 2, in. 
. I, 4, viii. 19. 45, IV. vm. 34, vn. vii. 35, 
F. C. May 22, 178, July 182 ; yodeat, Pas/. 
ieglogue 88. See yade. 

2ld, pret. ui. xi. 25; pa. part. in. xi. 17 
a), VII vii. 30 : yielded. 

2nd, adj. mad, furious, n viii 40, in. vn. 
16. 

and, adv. yonder, iv. i. 33, 33, vi. xii. 18. 
sugman, young men, Gnat 431 
2ngth, yougthly, v.il. (or yongtk, yougthly. 
>nkar, younker, young man, ydungster, 
V. I. II, S.C. p. 426, Three Lett, p 621. 


yougthly, youthful, Muiop. 431. 
youngling, young of man or beast, 1. x. 47, 
V. viii. 46, S. C. May loo, l8i, 2 1 1, i 4 Ng. 1 7. 
youngth, youth, S. C. Feb. 5a, 87, Nov. ao, 
Muiop. 34. 

youthly, adj. youthful, i. v. 7, n. in. 38, in. 

IX. 48. IV. ii. 45, VI. vii. 5. 
youthly, ai/t'. youthfully, 1. xi. 34. 
ypent, pent up, S, C. Jan. 4, yuly a 1 6. 
ypight, placet!, set, 1. ix. 33. 
yplaat, placed, 1. iv. 28. 
y plight, pledged, n. iii. i. 
yrapt, rapt. Clout 623. 

yrant, torn to pieces, iv. vii, 15, S. C, Sept. 
14S. 

yriu’d, torn, iv. vi. 15, 

yrke, to trouble, in. vin. 48, vi. x. 29. 

yron braced, iron sinewed, n. v. 7. 

yaama, together, vn. vii. 32. 

yso, ICC, Amor. Son. 30. 

yabend, to disgrace, spoil, C. Aug. 139, 
cf. shend. 

y8hrillad,/>rr/. sounded shrill, Clout 61. 
yasew, to get out, p. 408. 
ythundered, />a. />ar/ struck by a thunder^ 
bolt, Team 8. 

ytoat, disturbed, .. 9 . C. yune l 2 . 
ywia, -aae, certainly, 11. 1. 19, in. vii. 53, 
S. (\ May 109, TufO Lett. p. 64O. 


7 nkerly, youthful, Three Lett. pp. /)29, 641 
^ugthaa folka, young people, S. C. May 9. 


ywrake, ywroke, ywroken, avenged, re- 
venged, IV. VI. 23, vm. 14, XI. 5, VI. vi. 18, 
Clout 921. 
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OF MINOR POEMS. 


ientle Shepheard borne in Arcady . 
mighty Lyon, Lord of all the wood 
Shepeheards boyc (no better doe him call) 
fter at sea a tall ship did appeare 
f ter long stormes and tempests sad assay 
fter so long a race as I haue run 
h Colint whether on the lowly plaine 
h for pittie, wil rancke Winters rage 
h whither, Loue, wilt thou now carrie mee ? . 
h why hath nature to so hard a hart 
11 that is perfect, which th’heauen bcautefics 
11 that which Aegypi whilome did deuise 
n hideous Dragon, dreadfull to behold 
nd ye, braue Lord, whose goodly wrsonage . 
Irwn, when through tempests cruel wracke 
5 Diane hunted on a day 
s men in Summer fearles passe the foord 
5 that braue sonne of Aesout which by charmes 
s then, no winde at all there blew . 
t last so faire a Ladie did 1 spie 
X length, cucn at the time, when Morpheus 
y me, to whom shall I my case complaine 
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!e nought dismayd that her vnmoued mind 
ieing my selfe captyued here in care . 

Icing one day at my window all alone 
!eZ/ay, first garland of free Poesie 
leside the fruitfull shore of muddie Nile 


• 563 

• 574 
535.606 

• 5*4 

• 521 


alrae was the day, and through the trembling ayre 
'oUn my deare, when shall it please thee sing. 
oUn, well fits thy sad cheare this sad stownd 
'oUyn I see by thy new taken taske . 
ome forth ye Nymphes come forth, forsake your watry bowres 
omming to kisse her lyps, (such grace 1 found) 
udditt for shame hold vp thy heauye bead . 


601 

460 

554 

409 

550 

573 

456 


larke is the day, when Phoebus face is shrowded 
layly when I do seeke and sew for peace 
K^on Dauie, I bidde her god day 
1 not see that fayrest ymages 

U 

laire proud now tell me why should faire be proud 
'ayre bosome fraught with vertues richest tresure 
'ayre cniell, why are ye so fierce and cruell ? . 
myre eyes, the myrrour of my mazed hart • 


562 

564 

452 

57« 


567 

575 

570 

563 
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Fayre is my louc, when her fayrc golden heares 
Fayre Thamis streame, that from Ludds stately towne 
Fayrc yc be sure, but cniell and vnkind 
Fresh spring the herald of loues mighty king . 

Gentle Mistresse Anne, I am plaine by nature 
Goe little booke : thy selfe present . 

Graue Muses march in triumph and with prayses 
Great Babylon her haughtie walls will praise . 

Great wrong I doe, I can it not deny . 




Happy ye leaues when as those lilly hands . . . . . . ^ 

Hard by a riuers side a virgin faire . . , . . , . j 

Hard by a riuers side, a wailing Nimphe . . . . . . 

Haruey, the happy aboue happiest men , . , . . . ^ 

He that hath scene a great Oke drie and dead . . . , . . ^ 

High on a hill a goodly Cedar grewe . . . . , . , ^ 

Hope ye my verses that posteritie . . . . , . , (;i 

How long shall this lyke dying lyfe endure . . . . , , 


1 but once loued before, and shee forsooth was a Susanne 
I loy to sec how in^our drawcri work 
I saw a fresh spring rise out of a rocke 
1 saw a Phoenix in the wood alone .... 
I saw a riuer swift, whose fomy billowes 
I saw a spring out of a rocke forth rayle 
I saw a Wolfe vnder a rockic cauc 

1 saw a Woman sitting on a beast . . . . 

I saw an vgly beast come from the sea . . . 

I saw in secret to my Dame ..... 
I saw new Earth, new Heauen, sayde Saint lohn 
I saw raisde vp on pillers of luorie . . . . 

I saw raysde vp on yuorie pillers tall . . . . 

I saw the Bird that can the Sun endure 
I saw the birde that dares beholde the Sunne . 

I sing of deadly dolorous debate .... 


If so be goods cncrease, then dayly encrcaseth a 
If the blindc furie, which warres breedeth oft . 


s friends 


In Summers day, when Phoebus fairly shone . 
In that proud port, which her so goexily graceth 
In vain I thinkc right honourable Lord 
In vaine I seeke and sew to her for grace 
In youth before I waxed old . 


Innocent paper, whom too cruell hand 
loy of my life, full oft for louing you . 
Is it her nature or is it her will 


Is not thilke same a goteheard prowde 
Is not thilke the mery moneth of May ? 

It chaunced me on day beside the shore 
It fell vpon a holly cue 

It was the month, in which the righteous Maide 
^It was the time, when rest soft sliding downe . 
.It was the time when rest the gift of Gods 
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Lackyng my loue I go from place to place 
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^ue lady in your glasse of christall dene . 
ict not one sparke of filthy lustful! fyre 
,ikc as the seeded field greene grasse first showes 
^ike as whilome the diildren of the earth 
^ike as ye see the wrathfull Sea from farre 
^ Cdm, here the place, >v hose pleasaunt syte 
^oe I haue made a Calender for euery ycare . 
tong hauing deeply gron’d these visions sad . 

/)ng languishing in double malady .... 

xing'while 1 souglit to what I might compare 

/wking far foorth into the Ocean wide 

^oue is a thing more fell, than full of Gaule, than of Uonny 

L,oue, lift me vp vpon thy golden wings 

L,oue, that long since hast to thy mighty powre 

!^yke as a huntsman after weary chace 

l,yke as a ship that through the Ocean wyde . 

;^yke as the Culuer on the bared bough 

llagnificke Lord, whose vert lies excellent 

Hark when she smiles with amiable chearc 

Ifarj shaming to haue giuen so great head 

Haruell not, what I meaiie to send these Verses at Euensong 

Hen call you fayre, and you doc credit it . 

He thought I saw the graue, where Lat/ra lay . 

Hore then most faire, full of the liuing hre 
Host glorious Lord of lyfe, that on this day . 

Host happy letters fram’d by skilfull trade . 

Host Noble Lord the pillar of my life .... 
Huch richer then that vessel! seem’d to bee . 

Hy hungry eyes through greedy couetize 

Hy loue IS lyke to yse, and I to fyre .... 

Hy Song thus now 111 thy Conclusions. 

Ne may I, without blot of cndle^^sc blame 

New yeare forth Iwkmg out of lamisgate 

Noble Alexander, when he came to the tombe of Achilles 

No otherwise tliaii rayiiic cloud, first fid 

Nor the swift furu of the flames aspiring 

Not the like f'irgiw agame, in Asia, or Afric, or Europe , 

P that I had the Thracian Poets harpe 
P warie wiscdome of the man, that would 
^ Honny, and of (3aule, in Loue there is store . 

W this worlds Theatre in whirl] we stay 

when my spirit doth sprt-d licrhoKler winges 
Pn high hills top I saw a stately frame 

K hill, aframe an hundred cubitcs hie 

eday as I vnwarily did gaze .... 

One day 1 sought with her hart-thrilling eies . 

Pne day I wrote her name vp^ the strand . 

•tie day, whiles that mv daylic rares did slcepe 

iur merry dayes, by iheeiiish bit are pluckt, and tome away 

Penelope for her Vltsses sake . . . . 

PierSf 1 haue piped erst so long with payne 


733 

PACK 


• 576 

• 5*3 

. 510 

. 511 
. 4.^1 

. 4^7 

• 525 
. 570 

. 5^4 

. 522 
. 627 

• 593 
. 586 

• 573 
. 5^8 
. 577 

. 411 
. 569 
. 510 

I . , 6?4 

. 575 
. 409 

• 5^>3 
. 573 

• 574 
. 412 

• 525 
5^®- 57 ^> 

• 5^'7 

. , 6o(j 


413 
5'' 2 
627 
5*2 
5 >> 
627 

5>3 

5»2 

6:7 

571 

574 

523 

607 

5^5 

5^>4 

575 
52* 

643 

566 

62S 



734 


INDEX OF FIRST LINES. 


Rapt with the rage of mine owne rauisht thought 
Receiue most noble Lord a simple taste 
Receiue most Noble Lord in gentle gree 
Redoubted Lord, in whose corageous mind 
Rehearse to me ye sacred Sisters nine . 

Remembraunce of that most Heroicke spirit . 

Renowmed Lord, that for your worthinesse . 

Retourne agayne my forces late dismayd 
Rudely thou wrongest my deare harts desire . 

See how the stubborne damzell doth depraue . 

See yee the blindefoulded pretie God, that feathered Archer 
Shall I then silent be or shall I speake ? 

She, whose high top aboue the starrcs did sore 
Shepheards that wont on pipes of oaten reed . 

Sic malus egregium, sic non inimicus Amicum 
Silence augmenteth grief, writing encreaseth rage 
Since Galaleo came in, and Tuscantsm gan vsurpe 
Since I did leauc the presence of my loue 
Since I haue lackt the comfort of that light . 

So long as hues great Bird did make his flight 
So oft as homeward I from her depart 
So oft as I her beauty doe behold 
Soone after this I saw an Elephant , 

Soone said, soone writ, soon learnd : soone trimly done m prose. 
Such as the Berecynihtan Goddesse bright 
Sweet is the Rose, but growes vjxm a brcre . 

Sweet smile, the daughter of the Queene of loue 
Sweet warriour when shall I haue peace with you ? 

Tell me good Hobbinoll, what gar res thee greete ? 

Tell me Peri^otf what shalbe the game 
Tell me when shall these wearie woes haue end 
Tempera furtiuo labuniur dulcia cursu 
Tempora furtiuo morsu laniantur amoena . 

That Mantuane Poetes incompared spirit 
That same is now nought but a champian wide 
That which I cate, did I loy, and that which I greedily gorged 
The antique Babel, Emprc.sse of the East 
The Chian Pcincter, when he was requirde 
The doubt which ye misdeeme, fayre loue, is vaine 
The famous warriors of the anticke world 
The gentle shepheard satte beside a springe . 

The glorious image of the makers bcautic 
The glorious purtraict of that Angels face . 

The kingly Bird, that beares hues thunder clap 
The laurell leafe, which you this day doe weare 
The loue which me so cruelly tormenteth 
The merrv Cuckow, messenger of Spring 
The Panther knowing that his spotted hvdc . 

The paynefull smith with force of feruent heat 
The prayse of meaner wits this worke like profit brings 
The rolling wheele that runneth often round . 

The sacred Muses haue made alwaies clame . 

The same which Pyrrhust and the puissaunce . 
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Yhe shepheards boy (best knowen by that name) 

The souerayne beauty which I doo admyre 
The weary ycare his race now hauing run 
The world that cannot dcerne of worthy things 
Then all astonied with this mighty ghoast 
Then all astonned with this nightly ghost 
^en did a sharped spyre of Diamond bright 
'hen did appeare to me a sharped spire 
’hen heauenly branches did I see arise 
Then I behelde the faire Dodonian tree 
Then might I see vpon a white horse set 
Then was the faire Dodonian tree far scene 
i here grewe an aged Tree on the greene 
These neapes of stones, these old wals which yc see 
These pleasant dayes, and Monthes, and yearts, by stelth do passe 
They that in course of heauenly sphearcs are skild 
Thilke same Kidde (as 1 can well deuise) 
his holy season fit to fast and pray . 
homalin, why sytten we soe . 

'hose prudent heads, that with theire counsels wise 
’hou stranger, which for Rome in Rome her seckest 
Tiou that at Rome astonisht dost behold 
Tirise happie she, that is so well assured 
'hrough armes and vassals Rome the world subdu’d 
fo all those happy blessings which yc haue . 

To be wize, and eke to Loue 
'o looke vpon a worke of rare deuise . 

’o praise thy life, or waile thy worthie death . 

’o thee that art the somrners Nightingale 
To you right noble Lord, whose carefull brest . 

Toward the sea turning my troubled eye 
Trust not the treason of those smyling lookes . 

/enemous tongue, tipt with vile adders sting . 
l^crtue Mndeth a man to Renowne, Fame lendcth Aboundaunce 
l^nhappie Verse, the witnesse of my vnhappie state 
^^nquiet thought, whom at the first I bred 
Vanghteous Lord of loue, what law is this 
Vp then Melpomene thou mournefulst Muse of nync 
Vpon a day as loue lay sweetly slumbring 
'pon a hill 1 saw a kindled fiame 
pon an hill a bright flame did I see . 

Was it a dreame, or did I sec it plaync 
Was it the worke of nature or of Art , 

We now haue playde (Augustus) wantonly 
Weake is th’assurance that wcake flesh rcjxiscth 
What euer man he be, whose hcauie minde . 

What guyle is this, that those her golden tresses 
What might I call this Tree ? A L^iurell ? O bonny Laurell 
What time the Romaine Empire Ixjre the rainc 
When 1 behold that beauties wonderment 
When I behold this tickle trusties state 
When my abodes prefixed time is spent 
When stout Achilles heard of Helms rape 


apace 
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When that braue honour of the Latine name .... 
When these sad sights were ouerpast and gnoe 

When those renoumed noble Peres of Greece .... 
Wherefore doth vaine antiquitie so vaunt .... 
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